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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  January, 
1878,  requested  its  Secretary  to  prepare  and  publish  a  history  of 
Its  origin  and  progress,  such  as  he  was  pre-eminently  qualified  to 
furnish.  The  materials  necessary  for  this  purpose  had  in  part  been 
brought  together,  when  the  death  of  Professor  Henry,  on  the  13th 
of  May,  prevented  the  carrying  out  of  the  original  plan.  As  the 
documents  collected  are  necessary  to  any  future  historian  of  the 
Institution,  Mr.  Wm.  J.  Rhees,  who  had  been  entrusted  by  Pro- 
fessor Henry  with  their  selection,  was  requested  by  the  Chancellor, 
Chief  Justice  Waite,  to  continue  the  work,  and  the  present  volume 
is  the  result  of  his  labors. 

In  this  will  be  found  the  Will  of  Smithson,  all  the  Congressional 
debates  and  legislation  relative  to  the  bequest,  and  many  documents 
which  could  probably  only  have  been  brought  to  light  by  one  per- 
fectly  fitmiliar  with  the  operations  of  the  Institution,  Mr.  Rhces 
haying  been  associated  with  Professor  Henry,  as  its  Chief  Clerk, 
for  more  than  twenty-five  years. 

The  amount  of  labor  in  the  preparation  of  this  volume,  was  very 
great,  as  all  the  data  were  procured  from  original  sources.  Manu- 
scripts and  documents  were  consulted  in  the  Department  of  State, 
Treasury  Department,  the  Capitol,  and  elsewhere ;  and  every  page 
of  the  voluminous  records  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress  for  more 
than  forty  years  was  carefully  examined  so  that  an  account  of 
everything  relating  to  the  Institution  could  be  presented. 

Spencer  P.  Baird, 
Secretary  Smithsonian  InstittUion. 

Washington,  April,  1879. 


PREFACE. 


Many  individuals  have  become  entitled  to  gratitude  for  gifts  to. 
a  community  or  services  to  their  country,  but  few  have  acquired 
distinction  as  the  benefactors  of  mankind.  The  desire  for  posthu- 
mous £ame  has  induced  some  to  erect  monuments  to  themselves  by 
founding  libraries,  others  by  endowing  schools  of  learning  or  chari- 
table establbhments ;  but  very  few  have  succeeded  in  devising 
£L  plan  by  which  their  names  should  not  only  acquire  world-wide 
renown,  but  their  benefactions  be  of  universal  application. 

To  James  Smithson  belongs  the  rare  and  proud  distinction  that 
his  bequest  is  for  no  particular  locality  and  confined  to  no  limited 
period.  His  aim  is  to  benefit  all  men,  and  is  never-ending  in  its 
action. 

Smithson  selected  the  United  States  of  America  to  carry  into  effect 
liis  noble  design,  believing  that  to  confer  a  benefit  on  all  mankind 
he  could  confide  in  a  nation  composed  of  representatives  of  all 
races,  where  no  narrow  interpretation  would  be  given  to  his  words, 
or  selfish  limitation  be  placed  on  his  charity.  Turning  from  the 
unstable  monarchies  and  decaying  empires  of  Europe,  he  sought 
for  perpetuity  of  his  ideas  in  the  rising  power  and  wonderful  pro- 
gress of  the  young  republic. 

Smithson's  life  was  devoted  to  original  research,  as  all  his  writ* 
ings  show,  and  accustomed  to  the  use  of  tha  precise  language  of 
scientific  investigators,  he  made  the  words  of  his  will  brief,  but  as 
explicit  as  his  intention  was  clear  to  his  own  mind.  Nevertheless 
his  idea  was  in  advance  of  popular  intelligence  in  this  country,  and 
a  discussion  took  place  which  rendered  it  impossible  for  eight  years 
for  Congress  to  adopt  a  plan  to  carry  out  his  beneficent  intention. 

liCgacies  too  often  prove  more  fruitful  of  wasteful  litigation  or 
disputation  than  of  immediate  or  general  benefit,  and  the  history 
of  the  Smithson  bequest  should  prevent  other  philanthropists  from 
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giving  occasion  to  similar  controversies.  Notwithstanding  the  de* 
lay  in  establishing  the  Institution,  and  the  difficulty  in  deciding  on 
the  best  plan  of  organization,  after  more  than  thirty  years  of  itB 
active  and  useful  existence,  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  fund 
left  by  James  Smithson  not  only  remains  unimpaired,  but  has  been 
very  largely  increased. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Smithson's  world-wide  renown 
is  due  not  only  to  his  own  acts,  but  to  the  enlightened,  pure^ 
and  able  administration  of  the  trust,  and  that,  with  the  name  of 
the  founder,  will  always  be  held  in  admiration  and  esteem  that  of 
the  first  Secretary  of  the  Institution,  Professor  Joseph  Henry.  Of 
Hie  many  plans  proposed  for  realizing  the  purposes  of  Smithson 
scarcely  any  would  have  carried  his  name  beyond  local  reputation. 
Much  larger  bequests  or  gifts  have  been  made  by  others  to  found 
libraries,  and  yet  the  names  and  foundations  of  such  persons  are 
scarcely  known  to  the  world.  The  Smithsonian  library  in  Wash- 
ington would  have  been  no  more  to  mankind  than  the  Bush 
library  in  Philadelphia,  the  Lenox  in  New  York,  or  the  Newberry 
in  Chicago,  each  of  which  has  a  foundation  of  more  than  a  million 
of  dollars. 

That  the  collecting  and  publication  of  the  materials  composing 
this  volume  should  have  been  so  long  delayed  has  been  a  matter  of 
r^ret  to  all  who  wished  to  study  the  history  of  the  Institution  or 
or  to  become  acquainted  with  the  life  and  character  of  its  founder^ 
The  fire  in  the  Smithsonian  building,  in  1865,  unfortunately 
destroyed  the  manuscripts  of  Smithson  which  had  come  into  the 
possession  of  the  Institution;  a  careful  examination  of  these  would 
have  probably  thrown  additional  light  on  his  character  and  pur- 
poses. The  present  volume  has  been  prepared  by  special  direction 
of  the  Board  of  Begents  to  supply  the  want  long  felt  by  them  and 
others.  It  is  only  to  be  regarded  as  a  mine  or  store-house  of 
material  from  which  the  history  of  the  Institution  can  be  hereafter 
prepared,  and  from  which  illustrations  may  be  drawn  of  the  en- 
larged or  contracted  views  of  our  legislators,  and  the  wise  or  vision- 
ary theories  and  schemes  of  literary  and  scientific  men. 


Ait«r  a  copy  of  the  "  Will "  of  SmitheoD,  the  whole  of  the  correa- 
poadence  resulting  from  it  ia  given ;  the  announcement  of  the  be- 
quest made  to  the  Department  of  State  by  Mr.  Vail,  our  Charge 
d'Affaires  at  Loudon ;  the  appointment  of  Hod.  Richard  Rush  as 
special  agent  of  the  United  States  to  obtain  the  money,  and  all 
his  letters  while  engaged  in  this  business,  in  1S36,  1837,  1838;  the 
opinions  of  the  English  solicitors ;  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery ;  the  bill  of  costs  of  the  suit ;  a  schedule  of  the  per- 
sonal effects  of  Smitbsoo,  and  an  account  of  Mr.  Rush's  financial 
transactions. 

The  particulars  are  then  given  of  the  residuary  legacy,  or  that 
part  of  the  bequest  left  in  England  by  Mr.  Rush  as  the  principal 
of  an  annuity  to  the  mother  of  the  nephew  of  Smithson ;  the  steps 
taken  by  the  Institution  to  procure  this  money  in  1863,  and  how  it 
was  disposed  of  by  act  of  Congress  in  1867. 

Then  follows  a  reprint  from  the  Congressional  Globe  and  Record 
of  all  the  legislation  relative  to  the  bequest  or  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  from  1835  to  1876,  the  proceedings  in  the  Senate  and 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  being  given  in  order  from  the 
24th  to  the  44th  Congress.  The  parts  of  this  section  of  the  work 
of  most  general  interest  will  be  the  debate  on  the  propriety  of  the 
Government  accepting  the  bequest  and  the  discussions  and  reports 
on  the  various  plans  proposed  for  organizing  the  Institution. 

The  memorials  and  plans  presented  to  Congress  are  printed  in 
fiiU  80  that  a  better  understanding  can  be  had  of  what  our  legis- 
lators bad  before  them  in  considering  the  subject. 

The  history  of  the  investment  of  the  fund  by  order  of  Congress 
in  State  stocks,  and  of  the  financial  management  required  in  con- 
sequence, forms  a  large  part  of  the  volume,  and  is  given  in  detul 
for  the  first  time. 

The  account  of  the  controversy  which  arose  as  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Institution,  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  investi- 
gation by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  two  reports  of  that 
committee,  the  debates  in  Congress  and  the  final  disposition  of  the 
matter,  occupy  considerable  space. 
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For  convenient  reference  the  resolutions  relative  to  the  election 
of  Brents  and  the  printing  of  the  annual  reports  are  given.  It 
has  also  been  thought  proper  to  insert  the  debates  in  regard 
to  appropriations  for  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the 
Government  placed  in  charge  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Copious  extracts  are  made  from  the  diary  of  Hon.  John  Quincy 
Adams,  which  give  the  private  history  of  the  motives  of  action  by 
committees,  members  of  Congress,  and  public  men,  in  regard  to  the 
early  legislation  respecting  the  bequest. 

The  proceedings  in  Congress  present  a  great  many  plans  and 
schemes  proposed  for  the  disposition  of  the  bequest,  and  seem  to 
embrace  almost  every  possible  suggestion,  but  as  complete  a  col- 
lection as  possible  has  also  been  made  of  the  views  of  literary 
and  scientific  men  not  directly  presented  to  Congress.  These 
papers,  while  of  unequal  merit,  have  a  value  as  illustrations  of  the 
thought  of  the  time,  and  show  not  only  how  much  attention  was 
paid  to  securing  a  wise  disposition  of  the  Smitbson  fund,  but  to  the 
wider  subject  of  the  general  promotion  of  knowledge. 

Following  the  programme  of  organization  proposed  by  Professor 
Henry  and  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Begents,  are  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  more  than  fifty  of  the  most  eminent  literary  and 
scientific  men  of  the  day. 

This  plan  has  stood  the  test  of  experience  of  more  than  thirty 
years  and  been  found  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose  intended ; 
it  has  triumphed  over  all  opposition,  and  is  now  universally  re- 
garded as  wise,  comprehensive,  and  satisfisictory. 

The  Smithsonian  is  not  a  Gt>vernment  Institution,  as  is  often 
supposed,  but  b  a  private  foundation,  originating  entirely  in 
the  bequest  of  an  individual.  The  management  of  the  establish* 
ment,  however,  b  entrusted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  hence  it  is  in  more  or  less  communication  with  that  body. 
Even  the  printing  of  its  annual  reports  occasions  discussion,  and 
a  larger  or  smaller  number  of  copies  are  ordered  according  to 
the  varying  mood  or  liberality  of  the  legislators.  As  the  national 
collections  in   natural  history  have    been  placed    in   charge    of 
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the  Smitlisoiiiaii  Institution,  an  appropriation  must  also  be  asked 
ewerj  jeai  for  their  preservation  and  exhibition.  The  discussions 
therd>7  occasioned  show  how  unfavorable  they  are  to  a  quiet,  un- 
disturbed pursuit  of  the  great  ends  of  the  Institution  itself. 

Acknowledgments  are  due  for  fSeu^ilities  and  co-operation  afforded 
bj  Mr.  Spoffi)rd,  Librarian  of  Congress ;  Mr.  Dawson,  Librarian 
of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  Mr.  S.  A.  Brown,  Chief  Clerk, 
juid  Mr.  Baker,  of  the  Department  of  State ;  Capt.  R.  A.  Bajley, 
of  the  Treasury  Department ;  Messrs.  W.  B.  Taylor,  C.  B.  Young, 
and  G.  H.  Boehmer  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  especially  to 
the  printersy  Messrs.  Judd  &  Detweiler,  for  their  valuable  services. 

William  J.  Rhees. 
Smttbboviax  Ikstitution, 

WASHiiraTOir,  April,  1879. 
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SMITHSONIAN  BEQUEST. 


WLLL  OF  JAMES  SMITHSON. 

I,  James  Smithson,  son  of  Hugh,  first  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland, and  Elizabeth,  heiress  of  the  Ilungerfords  of 
Audley,  and  niece  of  Charles  the  Proud,  Duke  of  Som- 
erset, now  residing  in  Bentinck  street.  Cavendish  Square, 
do  this  23d  day  of  October,  1826,  make  this  my  last  will 
and  testament : 

I  beqneath  the  whole  of  my  property  of  every  nature  and 
kind  soever  to  my  bankers,  Messrs.  Drummonds  of  Charing 
Cross,  in  trust,  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  following  manner, 
and  desire  of  my  said  executors  to  put  my  property  under 
the  management  of  the  court  of  chancery. 

To  John  Pitall,  formerly  my  servant,  but  now  employed 
in  the  London  Docks,  and  residing  at  No.  27,  Jubilee  Place, 
North  Mile  End,  Old  Town,  in  consideration  of  his  attach- 
ment and  fidelity  to  me,  and  the  long  and  great  care  he  has 
taken  of  my  effects,  and  my  having  done  but  very  little  for 
him,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  annuity  or  annual  sum  of  £100 
sterling  for  his  life,  to  be  paid  to  him  quarterly,  free  from 
legacy  duty  and  all  other  deductions,  the  first  payment  to 
be  made  to  him  at  the  expiration  of  three  months  after  my 
death.  I  have  at  divers  times  lent  sums  of  money  to  Henry 
Honore  Juilly,  formerly  my  servant,  but  now  keeping  the 
IIi>ngerford  Hotel,  in  the  Euo  Caumartin  at  Paris,  and  for 
which  sums  of  money  I  have  undated  bills  or  bonds  signed 
by  him.  Now,  I  will  and  direct  that  if  he  desires  it,  these 
suras  of  money  be  let  remain  in  his  hands  at  an  interest  of 
five  per  cent,  for  five  years  after  the  date  of  the  present 
will. 

To  Henry  James  Hungerford,  my  nephew,  heretofore 
called  Henry  James  Dickinson,  son  of  my  late  brother 
Lieut.  Col.  Ilenrv  Louis  Dickinson,  now  residing  with  Mr. 
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Auboin,  at  Bourg  la  Reine,  near  Paris,  I  give  and  bequeath 
for  his  life  the  whole  of  the  income  arising  from  my  prop- 
erty of  every  nature  and  kind  whatever,  after  the  payment 
of  the  above  annuity,  and  after  the  death  of  John  Fitall, 
that  annuity  likewise,  the  payments  to  be  at  the  time  the 
interest  or  dividends  become  due  on  the  stocks  or  other 
property  from  which  the  income  arises. 

Should  the  said  Henry  James  Hungcrford  have  a  child  or 
children,  legitimate  or  illegitimate,  I  leave  to  such  child  or 
children,  his  or  their  heirs,  executors  and  assigns,  aft;er  the 
death  of  his,  her,  or  their  father,  the  whole  of  my  property 
of  every  kind  absolutely  and  forever,  to  be  divided  between 
them,  if  there  is  more  than  one,  in  the  manner  their  father 
shall  judge  proper,  and  in  case  of  his  omitting  to  decide 
this,  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  shall  judge  proper. 

Should  my  nephew  ITenry  James  Ilungerford  marry,  I 
empower  him  to  make  a  jointure. 

In  case  of  the  death  of  my  said  nephew  without  leaving 
a  child  or  children,  or  of  the  death  of  the  child  or  children 
he  may  have  had  under  the  age  of  21  years  or  intestate,  I 
then  bequeath  the  whole  of  my  property,  subject  to  the 
annuity  of  £100  to  John  Fitall,  and  for  the  security  and 
payment  of  which  I  mean  stock  to  remain  in  this  country, 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  found  at  Washington, 
under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  estab- 
lishment for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men. 

I  think  it  proper  here  to  state,  that  all  the  money  which 

will  bo  standing  in  the  French  five  per  cents,  at  my  death 

in  the  names  of  the  father  of  my  above  mentioned  nephew, 

Ilenry  James  Ilungerford,  and  all  that  in  my  name,  is  the 

property  of  my  said  nephew,  being  what  he  inherited  from 

his  father,  or  what  I  have  laid  up  for  him  from  the  savings 

upon  his  income. 

Jambs  Smithson.    [l.  s.] 


Clarke,  Fj/nmore  ^  FUidgate  to  A.  Vail. 

Cbavbf  Steket,  Stband,  [Lohdon,]  July  21, 1835. 

SiE  :  Wo  send  you,  encloeed,  tbo  copy  of  a  will  of  Mr. 
Smithson,  on  the  aubject  of  which  we  yesterdaj  did  our- 
selves the  pleasure  of  waiting  upon  you,  and  we  avail  our- 
eelvea  of  luo  opportunity  to  repeat,  in  writing,  what  we 
Tcrbally  commanicnted. 

Parsunnt  to  the  instructions  contained  iu  the  will,  an 
amicable  suit  was,  on  the  death  of  the  testator,  instituted 
ia  chancery  by  Mr.  Ilungerford,  against  Messre.  Drum- 
monds,  the  executors,  under  which  suit  the  asseta  were 
realized.  They  were  very  considerable ;  and  there  is  now 
standing,  in  the  name  of  the  at:countant  general  of  the 
court  ot  chancery,  on  the  trusts  of  the  will,  stock  amount- 
ing ia  value  to  aSout,  £100,000.  During  Mr.  Hungerford's 
lite  he  received  the  income  arising  from  this  property ;  but 
news  has  just  reached  Kngland  that  Mr.  Ilungerford  lias 
died  abroad,  leaving  no  child  surviving  him. 

it  now  becomes  necessary  that  measures  should  be  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  decision  of  the  com-t  of 
ehmcery,  as  to  the  farther  disposition  of  the  property.  On 
reference  to  the  will,  it  will  appear  that  it  ia  not  very 
clearly  defined  to  whom,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
the  property  should  be  paid  or  transferred ;  indeed  there  is 
BO  much  doubt,  that  we  apprehend  that  the  Attorney 
G«acral  must,  on  behalf  of  the  crown  of  England,  be 
joined  in  the  proceedings  which  it  ia  requisite  that  the 
Dniteil  States  should  institute. 

Wu  act  iu  this  matter  for  Messrs.  Drummoud,  the 
biakerg,  who  are  mere  stake-holders,  and  who  are  ready 
to  do  nil  in  their  power  to  facilitate  getting  the  decision  of 
Ac  court,  and  carrying  into  effect  the  testator's  intentions. 

We  shall  therefore  he  happy  to  comrauuicate  with  such 
professional  advisers  as  your  Government  may  think  fit  to 
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WILL  OF  JAMES  SMITHSON. 

1,  James  Smithson,  son  of  Hugh,  first  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland, and  Elizabeth,  heiress  of  the  Ilungerfords  of 
Audley,  and  niece  of  Charles  the  Proud,  Duke  of  Som- 
erset, now  residing  in  Bentinck  street,  Cavendish  Square, 
do  this  23d  day  oi  October,  1826,  make  this  my  hist  will 
and  testament : 

I  bequeath  the  whole  of  my  property  of  every  nature  and 
kind  soever  to  my  bankers,  Messrs.  Drummonds  of  Charing 
Cross,  in  trust,  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  following  manner, 
wid  desire  of  my  said  executors  to  put  my  property  under 
the  management  of  the  court  of  chancery. 

To  John  Fitall,  formerly  my  servant,  but  now  employed 
in  the  London  Docks,  and  residing  at  No.  27,  Jubilee  Place, 
Korth  Mile  End,  Old  Town,  in  consideration  of  his  attach- 
ment and  fidelity  to  me,  and  the  long  and  great  care  he  has 
taken  of  my  effects,  and  my  having  done  but  very  little  for 
hira,I  give  and  bequeath  the  annuity  or  annual  sum  of  £100 
sterling  for  his  life,  to  be  paid  to  him  quarterly,  free  from 
legacy  duty  and  all  other  deductions,  the  first  payment  to 
be  made  to  him  at  the  expiration  of  three  months  after  my 
death.  I  have  at  divers  times  lent  sums  of  money  to  Henry 
Honope  Juilly,  formerly  my  servant,  but  now  keeping  the 
HiMgerford  Hotel,  in  the  Rue  Caumartin  at  Paris,  and  for 
which  sums  of  money  I  have  undated  bills  or  bonds  signed 
by  him.  Now,  I  will  and  direct  that  if  he  desires  it,  these 
Bnms  of  money  be  let  remain  in  his  hands  at  an  interest  of 
five  per  cent,  for  five  years  after  the  date  of  the  present 
wUl. 

To  Henry  James  Ilungerford,  my  nephew,  heretofore 
called  Henry  James  Dickinson,  son  of  my  late  brother 
Ideut.  Col.  Henry  Louis  Dickinson,  now  residing  with  Mr. 
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much  at  a  pause  in  London,  aud  those  who  conduct  it  dis- 
persed. It  was  not  until  the  20th  that  I  was  eoabled  to  com- 
maod  an  interview  with  these  gentlemen,  when  two  of 
them,  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Fladgate,  waited  upon  me  ;  the 
latter  having  previously  called,  after  receiving  my  note,  to 
mention  the  absence  of  his  associates  from  town.  With 
these  two  I  had  the  preliminary  conversation  suited  to  a 
first  interview.  They  chiefly  went  over  the  grounds  stated 
in  their  note  of  the  filst  of  Jnly,  to  our  charge  d'affaires, 
Mr.  Vail ;  in  some  points  enlarging  them  and  giving  new 
particulars.  They  said  that  James  Smithson,  the  testator, 
died  in  June,  1829;  that  his  will  was  proved  in  the  prerog- 
ative court  of  Canterbury  by  Mr.  Charles  Drummond,  one 
of  the  executors,  and  one  of  the  banking-house  of  that 
same  in  London ;  that  Henry  James  Ilungerford,  the  testa- 
tor's nephew,  to  whom  was  bequeathed  the  whole  of  his 
property  for  life,  subject  to  a  small  annuity  to  another  per- 
son, brought  an  amiciible  suit  in  chancery  against  Messrs. 
Drummoud,  the  executors,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
testator's  assets  administered  under  the  direction  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor;  in  the  course  of  which  suit  the  usual 
orders  and  decrees  were  made,  and  by  its  issue  assets  ascer- 
tained and  realized  to  the  value  of  about  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  sterling;  (hat  Mr.  Hungerford,  who  resi- 
ded oat  of  England,  received,  up  to  the  time  of  bis  death, 
the  dividends  arising  from  the  property,  which  consisted  of 
stock  in  the  public  lunds;  and  that  he  died  at  Pisa,  on  the 
5th  of  June,  1835,  of  full  age,  though  still  young,  without 
having  been  married,  and,  as  far  as  is  yet  known,  without 
illegi^mate  child  or  children  ;  that  the  assets  of  the  estate 
are  now  invested  in  the  name  of  the  accountant  general  of 
the  court  of  chancery,  subject  to  the  further  disposition  of 
the  court;  that  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson  having  made  the 
United  States  the  final  legatee  on  Mr,  ITungertord's  death 
without  child  or  children,  legitimate  or  illegitimate,  the 
£ut8  seem  to  have  happened  under  which  their  right  will 
attach;  but  the  solicitors  continue  to  think  that  a  suit,- or 
legal  proceedings  of  some  nature,  to  which  the  United 
States  must  be  a  party,  will  have  to  be  instituted  in  the 
court  of  chancery,  in  order  to  make  valid  their  right,  aud 
enable  them  to  get  possession  of  the  fund,  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  court,  and  subject  to  its  Judgment. 

The  foregoing  formed  the  main  purport  of  their  commu- 
mcBtion.     They  added,  that  the  mother  of  Henry  James 
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the  (lutieE  of  tbe  office.     Au  accouul  of  the  law  oxpciisos, 
with  vouchers,  will  be  required. 

A  letter  of  credit  od  M.  de  Rothschild,  the  baiiker  of  the 
United  States  at  London,  authorizing  him  to  pay  your 
jJrafls  for  compensation,  and  for  the  necessary  exiiouscs 
actually  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  this  chiim,  ib  also 
enclosed,  limited  to  $10,000,  being  the  wliole  anioiint  appro- 
priated by  Congress  for  that  object. 

I  am,  eir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Foksyth. 

RlciuaD  livsa,  Esq.,  &c. 


liichard  Rush  to  OarKc,  Fynmorc  jf 

PoBTLAND  Hotel,  Great  Portland  Street, 

LoHDos,  Sepfanber  14,  1836. 

Gentlkmek  :  Referriug  to  your  correspondence  with  the 
charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States,  in  July,  1885,  on  the 
SmitnBonian  bequest  to  the  United  States,  I  beg  leave  to 
inform  you  that  I  have  arrived  hero  with  full  i>owcr  from 
the  President,  founded  on  an  aet  of  Congress,  to  assert  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  that  bequest,  aud  receive  the 
itioucy.  1  should  be  happy  to  linve  an  interview  with  you 
on  this  subject ;  to  which  end  I  ask  tbe  fitvor  of  you  to  call 
npon  tne  on  Fnday  morning  at  11  o'clock;  or,  should  that 
be  inconvenient  to  you,  at  such  other  time,  near  at  hand,  as 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  name, 

I  remain  your  most  obedient  servaHt, 

UlCUARU  ItUSH. 

To  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmork  &  Flaqdate, 

Solicitori',  Craven  street,  Strand. 
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Hichard  Bush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  September  24,  1886. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  on  the  8l8t  of  Aug- 
ust, of  my  arrival  at  Liverpool,  having  embarked  in  the 
first  ship  that  sailed  from  New  York  after  ray  letter  of  the 
1st  of  August,  informing  you  that  I  was  ready. 

I  reached  this  city  the  early  part  of  the  present  month, 
and,  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  permit,  entered  upon 
the  duty  which  the  President's  power  of  attorney  devolves 
upon  me. 

Towards  asserting  and  prosecuting  with  effect,  before  the 
legal  tribunals  of  Englana,  the  claim  of  the  United  States 
to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  them  by  James  Smithson,  of 
London,  to  found,  at  Washington,  an  institution  "  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  the  first 
consideration  which  seemed  to  present  itself  was,  the  selec- 
tion of  fit  legal  characters  here,  through  whose  aid  and 
instrumentality  the  incipient  steps  could  alone  be  judiciously 
marked  out  or  adopted.  In  a  country  where  the  profession 
of  the  law  is  known  to  be  so  subdivided  as  in  this,  I  re- 
garded it  important  that  not  only  the  counsel  whose  servicer 
it  may  ultimately  become  necessary  to  engage,  but  the 
solicitors  to  be  approached  in  the  first  instance,  should  have 
a  standing  suited  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  the  dignity 
of  the  constituent  I  represent.  The  letter  addressed  you  in 
July,  1835,  by  the  late  charg6  d'aflaires  of  the  United  States 
at  this  Court,  left  little  douot,  indeed,  that  Messrs.  Clarke, 
Fynmore,  &  Flagdate,  were  proper  solicitors ;  yet,  as  the 
President's  power  to  me,  and  your  instructions,  appeared  to 
place  the  whole  subject  anew  in  my  hands,  some  previous 
inquiry  into  their  standing  seemed  necessary  on  my  part. 
This  I  set  on  foot,  and  am  glad  to  say  that  it  ended  to  my 
satisfaction ;  the  more,  as  their  connexion  with  the  case  iu 
its  origin  naturally  pointed  to  their  selection,  other  grounds 
continuing  to  justify  it. 

Accordmgly,  on  the^  14th  instant,  I  addressed  a  note  to 
these  solicitors,  informing  them  that  I  had  arrived  in  this 
country  with  full  power  irom  the  President,  founded  upon 
an  act  of  Congress,  to  assert  the  right  of  the  United  States 
to  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  and  receive  the  money ;  and 
requesting  that  they  would  call  upon  me  on  the  16th.  A 
copy  of  my  note  is  enclosed.  This  is  a  season  of  the  year 
when  proressional  and  official  business  of  every  kind  is 
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much  at  a  pause  in  London,  and  those  who  conduct  it  dis- 
persed  It  was  not  until  the  20th  that  I  was  enabled  to  com- 
mand an  interview  with  these  gentlemen,  when  two  of 
them,  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Fladgate,  waited  upon  me ;  the 
latter  having  previously  called,  after  receiving  my  note,  to 
mention  the  absence  of  his  associates  from  town.     With 
these  two  I  had  the  preliminary  conversation  suited  to  a 
first  interview.     They  chiefly  went  over  the  grounds  stated 
in  their  note  of  the  2l8t  of  July,  to  our  charg6  d'aflfaires, 
Mr.  Vail ;  in  some  points  enlarging  them  and  giving  uew 
particulars.     They  said  that  James  Smithson,  the  testator, 
died  in  June,  1829 ;  that  his  will  was  proved  in  the  prerog- 
ative court  of  Canterbury  by  Mr.  Charles  Drummoiid,  one 
of  the  executors,  and  one  of  the  banking-house  of  that 
name  in  London ;  that  Henry  James  Hungerford,  the  testa- 
tor's nephew,  to  whom  was  bequeathed  the  whole  of  his 
property  for  life,  subject  to  a  small  annuity  to  another  per- 
son, brought  an  amicable  suit  in  chancery  against  Messrs. 
Brummond,  the  executors,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
testator's  assets  administered  under  the  direction  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor ;    in  the  course  of  which  suit  the  usual 
orders  and  decrees  were  made,  and  by  its  issue  assets  ascer- 
tained and   realized  to  the  value  of  about  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  sterling ;  that  Mr.  Hungerford,  who  resi- 
ded out  of  England,  received,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
the  dividends  arising  from  the  property,  which  consisted  of 
stock  in  the  public  funds ;  and  that  ho  died  at  Pisa,  on  the 
5th  of  June,  1835,  of  full  age,  though  still  young,  without 
having  been  married,  and,  as  far  as  is  yet  known,  without 
illegitimate  child  or  children ;  that  the  assets  of  the  estate 
are  now  invested  in  the  name  of  the  accountant  general  of 
the  court  of  chancery,  subject  to  the  further  disposition  of 
the  court;  that  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson  having  made  the 
United  States  the  final  legatee  on  Mr.  Hungerford's  death 
without  child  or  children,  legitimate  or,  illegitimate,  the 
&ct8  seem  to  have  happened  under  which  their  right  will 
attach ;  but  the  solicitors  continue  to  think  that  a  suit,  or 
legal  proceedings  of  some   nature,  to  which  the  United 
States  must  be  a  party,  will  have  to  be  instituted  in  the 
coart  of  chancery,  in  order  to  make  valid  their  right,  and 
enable  them  to  get  possession  of  the  fund,  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  court,  and  subject  to  its  judgment. 

The  foregoing  formed  the  main  purport  of  their  commu- 
nication.   They  added,  that  the  mother  of  Henry  James 
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Hangerford,  who  is  still  living  and  married  to  a  Frenchman 
of  the  name  of  De  la  Batut,  has  put  in  a  claim  to  a  part  of 
the  property;  but  as  the  claim  is  small,  and  not  likely  to 
come  to  much,  the  mother  of  Mr.  Huneerford  not  having 
been  married  to  his  father,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  at  this 
time  to  detail  the  circumstances. 

I  asked  at  what  time  from  the  present  the  earliest  sitting 
of  the  court  of  chancery  would  be  held.  They  replied  in 
November.  It  will  be  my  object  to  get  the  fund  for  the 
United  States  without  a  lawsuit  in  chancery  of  any  kind,  if 
this  be  practicable;  and  towards  an  end  so  desirable  mv 
further  reflections  and  measures  will  for  a  while  be  directed, 
taking  care  that  I  do  not  lose  the  advantage  of  all  proper 
applications  at  the  first  term  of  the  court,  for  whatever  form 
of  suit  or  other  legal  proceedings  may  be  found  indispens- 
able. 

I  have  nothing  further  of  any  importance  to  communi- 
cate at  this  juncture.  I  delivered  to  the  minister  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  letter  from  the  acting 
Secretary  of  State  of  July  27th,  requesting  his  good  ofiices 
in  behalf  of  the  public  object  with  which  I  am  charged, 
should  they  be  needed;  and  I  cannot  close  this  letter  with- 
out adding  that  I  have  already  received  co-operation  from 
him  that  has  been  useful,  and  which  gives  earnest  of  the 
zealous  interposition  of  his  further  aid,  should  it  be  re- 
quired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

KicHARD  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State, 


The  Cast  Stated  by  Mr.  Rush. 

The  testator  died  at  Genoa  on  the  •JTth  day  of  June,  1829, 
and  on  the  4th  of  November,  in  that  year,  the  will  was 
proyed  in  the  prerogative  court  of  Canterbury,  by  Mr. 
Charles  Drummond,  one  of  the  banking-house  o^that  firm, 
mentioned  in  the  will. 

Soon  after  his  death,  an  amicable  suit  was  instituted  in 
the  court  of  chancery,  by  Henry  James  Hungerford,  his 
nephew,  against  Mr.  Charles  Drummond,  as  executor,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  his  assets  administered  under  the 
direction  of  that  court.     The  usual  orders  and  decrees  were 
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made  in  the  suit,  and  assets  realized  to  the  amount  of  about 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterlinff  in  value,  which  are 
now  invested  in  the  public  funds,  and  are  standing  in  the 
name  of  the  accountant  general  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
to  the  credit  of  the  cause  of  Hungerford  vs.  Drummond, 
and  applicable  to  the  trusts  of  the  will. 

Mr.  Hungerford,  who  resided  out  of  England,  received 
the  income  arising  from  the  testator's  property  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  This  took  place  on  the  5th  of  June, 
1835,  at  Pisa. 

He  was  never  married,  and  died  without  leaving  any  ille- 
gitimate children  or  child. 

The  events  have  therefore  happened,  by  which  the  right 
of  the  United  States  of  America  is  considered  to  have 
attached,  as  the  residuary  or  final  legatee  under  this  will. 

In  July,  1835,  their  charge  d'afliiires  at  this  court,  im- 
parted official  information  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  at 
Washington,  of  the  preceding  facts,  who  laid  them  before 
the  President,  with  a  copy  of  the  will  and  other  papers  that 
were  transmitted. 

The  President  not  having  authority  under  his  general 
executive  powers  to  take  any  steps  for  accepting  the  trust 
or  obtaining  the  fund,  communicated  the  papers  to  Congress 
on  the  17th  of  December  of  that  year, •with  a  view  to  such 
measures  as  that  body  might  deem  necessary. 

Congress,  acting  oti  the  ground  that  the  bequest  to  the 
UnitedStates  was  valid,  and  that  it  would  not  be  incompat- 
ible with  their  dignity  to  accept  the  fund  as  trustees,  for  an 
institution  to  be  founded  at  Washington,  for  a  purpose  so 
broad  and  benevolent,  passed,  on  the  1st  of  July  last,  an  act 
authorizing  the  President  to  appoint  an  agent  to  assert  and 
prosecute  their  right  to  the  bequest,  in  such  form,  and  be- 
fore such  tribunal  or  tribunals  in  England,  as  might  be 
proper;  and  to  receive  and  grant  full  acquittances  for  all 
such  moneys  or  other  funds  as  might  be  adjudged  to  them 
on  account  of  it. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  given  by  this  act,  the  Pres- 
ident has  appointed  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
person  of  the  undersigned,  to  perform  on  their  behalf  the 
duty  which  it  enjoins ;  and  he  is  here,  their  representative 
and  attorney  in  the  matter  set  forth. 

His  full  power  from  the  President,  and  a  copy,  under  seal 
of  the  Department  of  State,  of  the  law  on  which  it  is 
founded,  are  ready  to  be  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  or 
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otherwise  made  known  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  at  whatever 
time  and  in  whatever  manner  may  be  thought  proper. 

The  United  States  having  acceded  to  the  bequest,  the 
first  duty  of  the  undersigned  is  to  obtain,  for  his  high  con- 
stituent, possession  of  the  fund  without  any  delay  that  can 
be  avoided. 

His  questions  for  the  opinion  of  counsel  in  England  are  : 

1st.  Can  possession  of  it  be  obtained  without  a  suit? 

2d.  If  not,  what  is  the  form  of  6uit  or  other  legal  pro- 
ceeding which,  by  the  laws  of  England,  will  give  promise 
of  putting  the  United  States  in  possession  of  the  fund  in 
the  most  effectual  and  prompt  manner  ? 

Richard  Bush. 

London,  October  1, 1836. 


Opinion  of  Counsel 


1st.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  possession  of  the  fund 
cannot  be  obtained  without  a  suit. 

2d.  We  think  that  the  best  course  will  be,  that  a  bill,  in 
the  nature  of  a  supplemental  bill,  should  be  filed  in  the 
name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
against  the  executors  of  Mr.  Smithson,  praying  that  the 
United  States  may  be  entitled  to  the  fund  upon  trust,  for 
the  purposes  expressed  in  the  will ;  and  that,  upon  obtain- 
ing a  decree  to  that  effect,  a  petition  should  be  presented,  in 
the  name  of  the  President  and  Mr.  Rush,  praying  that  the 
fund  may  be  transferred  to  the  latter,  as  the  agent  of  the 
United  States,  appointed  under  the  act  of  Congress. 

As  we  understand  that  the  testator,  Smithson,  was  ille- 
gitimate, we  think  that  it  will  be  advisable  to  make  the 
Attorney  General  a  party  to  the  suit,  in  order  that  he  maj 
represent  before  the  court  any  claim  which  the  Crown  ma^^ 
have,  either  by  reason  of  the  question  of  the  validity  of  tfc^^ 
limitation  to  the  United  States,  after  a  limitation  to  illegi:^^^;^ 
mate  children,  or  by  reason  of  any  part  of  the  prope>^^ 
consisting  of  interests  in  land. 

TnoXAS  PsMBnaioi^ 

Lincolh'8  Jm 


London*,  November  5, 

I  am  foUowiDg  up  the  Smithsonian  business,  aa  you  will 

take  for  granted.     This  week  I  had  an  interview  with  the 

counsel;  but  nothing  has  transpired  calling  for  an  official 

letter  to  you  since  the  one  I  wrote  on  the  24th  of  Septcra- 

RlCHABD  Ru.'-H. 


John  Forsyth  lo  Richard  Rush. 

Departmeht  of  State, 

Washington,  November  17, 

SiE :  You  will  receive  enclosed  the  copy  of  an  account 
presented  to  Daniel  Brent,  Eaq,,  constrl  of  tho  United  States 
at  Paris,  by  M.  Castaignet,  a  French  attorney,  of  certain 
fees  charged  by  him  for  services  rendered  in  relation  to  the 
effects  of  Mr.  James  Henry  Dickinson,  deceased,  alias  de 
la  Batnt,  alias  Uungerford,  nephew  of  the  late  James 
Smithson,  of  London.  Copies  of  Mr,"  Brent's  letters  of 
2Sd  October,  1835.  and  14th  August,  1836,  explanatory  of 
the  subject,  are  also  sent.  As  the  whole  amount  of  the 
faud  appropriated  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  Ist  July,  1836, 
for  defi^ying  the  expenses  incident  to  the  prosecution  of 
Ch«  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  Smithsonian  bequest, 
arc  in  your  hands,  and  as  the  bill,  if  correct,  is  properly 
chargeable  to  that  fund,  I  have  tho  honor  to  request  that 
you  will  examine  this  account;  and  if  you  shall  deem  it 
jast,  and  the  amount  reasonable,  transmit  to  Mr.  Brent  the 
earn  necessary  to  discharge  the  claim. 

It  may  be  proper  also  to  allow  to  Mr.  Delagrange,  the 
attorney  consulted  in  this  case  by  Mr.  Brent,  a  fee  lor  his 
advice.  You  will  perceive,  however,  that,  before  such  an 
allowance  can  be  made,  it  will  be  requisite  to  obtain  from 
the  latter  precise  information  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
charge. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Fobstth. 

To  RiCHABD  Rush,  Esq.,  Londrni. 


fl 
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liichard  Unak  to  John  Forayth. 

London,  November  22,  1836. 

6lH :  After  my  letter  to  you  of  the  24th  of  September, 
(tuairoiia  as  I  folt  of  falling  upon  some  mode  bv  which  the 
Uliitotl  Stutea  might  get  possession  of  the  bmithsonian 
bor|HCflt,  wttltout  the  delays  ami  difficulties  apt  to  attend 
upon  suits  in  ehimoery,  priwecuted  in  the  ordinary  form,  I 
ti>und  myself  uiiahle  to  ilo  so.  At  one  time  it  occurred  to 
mo,  iH>nt>uleriug  till'  peculiar  nature  and  national  aspect  of 
tho  niso.  that  perhaps  nu  indirect  appeal  to  the  ^British 
tlovernmont,  throujrh  the  channel  of  our  minister,  might 
Ih'  JHStitiiHl;  not,  imloed,  that  an  influence  was  to  be 
hntuti^ht  X\>  lH>»r  iiiHm  the  judicial  tribunals  in  any  objec- 
tionable soiiSi\  but  simply  with  a  view  to  obtain  some  ex- 
prv^ion  or  intinmtion  of  its  litvorable  dispositions  towards 
the  trust  \  War  fn^m  the  Trxviidont,  as  tar  as  the  laws  of 
Kti);ltti)d  michi  U'  in  uitis<>n  with  it.  But  obstacles  pre- 
*oni(\l  then»s<.'hvs  to  cho  A<-t»al  pursuit  of  suvh  a  (.vurse, 
alihv^i^h  I  knew  how  n-ady  Mr.  :?:cvni5;-.>[i  would  have 
bo^li  t^«  s«^^>u«l  it  as  l^r  as  in  h:s  power,  tha:  led  me  to  turn 
tWm  it,  at  least  as  an  im-ipient  step:  wi;hv*ui.  however, 
KvKHj:  «irl>J  of  it,  if  it  n»ay  sicmw  praviioaKe  and  advisable 
at  »i\v  s«l»s<i\iue»!  #taJ^■•  of  the  prvvveviinsp* 

TK*J  vvurse  no  lon^r  KvfciiU  to.  is  ap{>eanii  to  me  that 
tW  Srst  Tti^t^  0'.»  my  |\«rt,  had  l«Kr  be  to  draw  up  a  stato~ 
UH'Ut  vM'  the  vo»>  Vr  the  ^'^finivti  v^i  vVcgsh-;,  sibtatsiing  *< 
lWi»,  as   ii'«o  Oil  ttv  -^u^^t^-cs.  ■ttSihvr  {X'^i^'SsjOB  ot"  lb 
6»»w  witrftl  Kv^  K"  v^bn^Mvi  witJxs::  ji  s;i::.     Tb*  soilcitor 
I  «»*  antsuw  Had  sftivi  tivAJ  i;  vvt;'.i  ;:^-s :  >c;.  oa  *  ^wiin 
<»»ty  jviai  s».*  i^nvwaaSx  \  Xn*,  sn-s  ti:r.k  :i:^  si  vvoU 
pBo^vc  vo  wt«  ^vx  sis-s-.;   jkv'is.f^  >i;t   Kfcix   li-e   cpinioa 
»>*i*vae«?  sN>«»isv,\    vV^  liSf  Is«  ^'<'  (.Vt.^S-c.  I  ».voc«t» 
\t?>."*'  li^*  a  :^«Mv«»v'tt:  v'lt'  t^-  v«M\. :»»:»:  «.-«£:  a  cof  y  o^ 
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consult  two.  I  found  it  pretty  geucmlly  agreed  that  Mr. 
Pcmberton  was  at  the  head  of  the  chancery  bar,  and  there- 
fore designated  him  as  one,  Mr,  Jacob  being  in  the  first 
class  of  eminence,  next  to  Mr.  Pemberton,  and  of  high 
reputation  for  learning  in  the  profession,  I  took  him  as  the 
other.  Altbough  using  all  the  means  I  could  to  get  their 
apinioii,  after  drawing  up  the  case,  it  was  not  until  the  8th 
of  this  month  that  I  succeeded;  whieh  was  owing  to  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Pemberton  from  town  nearly  the  whole  of 
October.  I  had  an  interview  with  them  before  their  opinion 
was  given,  and  set  before  them  all  the  lights  I  was  able  to 
afihra  on  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  wishes  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  its  early  decision.  Their  opinion  is  subjoined  to 
the  statement  enclosed. 

It  will  be  seen  that  they  regard  a  suit  as  indiepensablo. 

Next,  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding.  It  appears  that 
they  think  a  bill  should  be  tiled,  in  tho  name  of  the  Presi- 
dent, against  the  testator's  executors,  praying  that  the 
United  States  may  be  declared  entitled  to  the  fund,  and 
that,  on  obtaining  a  decree  to  that  effect,  a  petition  should 
be  presented  for  the  actual  payment  of  the  money.  They 
add,  that  it  would  he  advisable  to  make  the  Attorney  Gen- 
era) a  party  to  tlie  proceedings,  in  case  the  Crown  should 
have  any  claim  under  the  xvill,  by  reason  of  "  the  limitation 
to  the  United  States,  after  a  limitation  to  illegitraiate 
children,"  or  in  case  any  part  of  the  property  should  con- 
sist of  interest  in  land.  The  opinion  is  dated  on  the  2d 
instant,  but  I  did  not  receive  it  until  the  8th,  as  mentioned. 

Although  I  drew  up  the  case,  the  usages  of  the  profea- 
fflon  here  required  that  it  should  pass  to  tho  counsel, 
throogb  tho  bands  of  the  solicitors,  to  which  I  made  no 
objections;  the  less,  as  the  latter  claim,  under  all  common 
circamstanees,  to  state  tho  case  themselves,  as  well  as  hold 
interviews  with  the  counsel,  instead  of  the  party  holding 
tliem.  The  same  usages  and  subdivisions  require  that  a 
jonior  counsel  of  the  chancery  bar  should  ***** 
draw  the  bill  suggested  by  the  senior  counsel,  to  which  I 
have,  in  like  manner,  consented;  and  Mr.  Shadwell,  a  son 
of  the  vice  chancellor,  has  been  designated  for  thjit  duty, 
under  assurances,  I  have  had,  that  he  will  perform  it  satis- 
factorily, and  with  an  understanding,  moreover,  that  the 
bill  is  to  have  tho  revision  and  sanction  of  the  senior 
counsel  before  it  is  filed.  The  whole  course  of  proceeding 
may  now  therefore  be  considered  as  in  regular  train,  and 
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shall  be  followed  up  with  all  the  despatch  and  care  which 
my  superintendence  can  impart  to  it 

Should  the  intervals  between  my  letters  be  longer  than 
might  at  first  seem  compatible  with  my  desire  ana  duty  to 
keep  you  informed  of  what  is  going  on,  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  inferred  that  there  are  relaxations  in  either ;  since  it  is 
very  likely  to  happen,  as  has  been  the  case  since  the  date 
of  my  last  letter,  that  whilst  I  am  doing  all  in  my  power 
to  expedite  arrangements  and  results,  nothing  may  transpire 
to  lay  a  basis  for  written  communications  in  any  degree 
definite  or  satisfactory.  Legal  proceedings,  in  general, 
imply  these  intervals  of  apparent  inaction,  and  a  suit  in 
chancery  in  England  is  not  likely  to  form  the  exception. 
When  occasions  of  writing  to  you  may  arise,  the  duty  shall 
never  be  omitted. 

This  letter  would  have  been  written  immediately  after  I 
received  the  opinion,  but  that  I  wished  some  explanations, 
as  it  was  not  argumentative ;  a  form  which  counsel  here  do 
not  give  to  opinions.  It  beinff  recommended  that  the  bill 
should  be  in  the  name  of  the  President,  I  deemed  it  right 
to  mention  that  there  was  a  possibility  in  law  of  a  tempo- 
rary vacuum  occurring  in  the  executive  power  under  our 
constitution,  in  order  that  they  might  judge  how  far  that 
consideration  would  aflfect  the  name  or  style  to  bo  used  in 
bringing  the  suit.  As  they  further  advise  that  the  Attor- 
ney General  be  made  a  party,  I  wished  to  ascertain,  as  far 
as  I  might,  what  weight  they  attached  to  the  point  that 
seemed  the  main  inducement  to  that  course,  as  well  as  the 
reason  for  suggesting  it  in  advance.  I  doubted  not  their 
good  reason  for  such  a  course,  but  thought  it  desirable  to 
learn  it  from  themselves,  that  I  might  impart  it  from  that 
source  for  the  President's  information. 

They  have  informed  me  that  the  legal  possibility  to  which 
I  drew  their  attention  under  our  constitution  does  not  alter 
their  opinion  as  to  the  name  proper  to  be  used  in  bringing 
the  suit,  and  they  do  not  think  it  would  answer  to  bring  it 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States  alone,  whatever  the  provi- 
sions of  our  constitution  under  this  head.  I  of  course  put 
before  them  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  Ist  of  July,  1836, 
which  authorizes  the  suit.  As  to  the  point  of  law,  whether 
a  bequest  can  be  sustained  after  a  limitation  to  illegitimate 
children,  they  replied,  that  they  do  not  at  present  attach 
any  decisive,  perhaps  any  great  weight  to  it,  but  think  it 
one  that  may  be  made ;  and  as  to  its  suggestion  in  advance, 
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they  suppose  that  the  United  States  would  not  desire  to 
take  tbe  bequest  through  any  oversight  in  the  court  or  At- 
torney General,  admitting  either  to  be  possible  in  a  case  of 
this  publicity  ;  but  only  if  the  laws  of  England  would  war- 
rant in  all  respects  an  adjudication  in  their  favor — a  senti- 
ment in  which  I  naturally  and  fully  concurred. 

I  was  not  able  to  command  an  interview  with  the  counsel 
for  the  sake  of  these  explanations  until  yesterday,  owing  to 
their  constant  engagements,  although  I  sought  it  repeatedly 
aince  the  8th  of  tne  month,  by  personal  calls  as  well  as  notes 
desiring  to  have  a  time  fixed. 

If  there  have  been  these  delays  that  I  have  been  unable 
to  prevent,  I  am  glad  to  add  that  no  time  has  been  lost  in 
reference  to  the  November  term  of  the  court,  the  first  that 
has  been  held  since  I  came  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
<Eent  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Richard  Bush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  December  20,  1836. 

8iE:  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  17th 
of  November,  enclosing  the  account  forwarded  to  the  De- 
partment by  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  of  M. 
Castaignet,  a  French  attorney,  for  certain  fees  charged  by 
him  for  services  rendered  in  relation  to  the  efiects  of  Mr. 
James  Henry  Dickinson,  deceased,  alias  dc  la  Batut,  alias 
Hungerford,  nephew  of  the  late  James  Sraithson,  of  Lon- 
don, and  requesting  that  I  will  examine  it  with  a  view  to  its 
payment  out  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  in  my  hands,  if 
deemed  just,  and  the  amount  reasonable ;  and  mentioning 
also  that  it  may  be  proper  to  allow  Mr.  Delagrange,  the 
attorney  consulted  by  Mr.  Brent,  a  fee,  after  obtaining  from 
the  latter  precise  information  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
charge.  Copies  of  Mr.  Brent's  explanatory  letters  of  the 
23d  of  October,  1835,  and  14th  of  August,  1836,  also  came 
enclosed  in  your  letter,  and  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  the 
whole  subject  shall  have  from  me  full  attention. 

Tbe  Smithsonian  case  continues  in  proper  train  here,  with 
every  advantage  I  have  found  myself  yet  able  to  give  it, 
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accordiug^  to  the  statement  and  explanations  transmitted 
with  mjS^o.  4 ;  but  it  has  not  yet  come  to  its  first  hearing^ 
before  the  court  of  chancery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  j'our 
obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Richard  Bush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  January  9, 1837. 

I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  j'our  letter  of  the  17th  November,  enclosing  the  account 
of  Mr.  Castaignct,  the  French  attorney,  for  certain  services 
in  relation  to  the  efiects  of  Henry  James  Dickinson,  de- 
ceased, alias  de  la  Batut,  alias  Hungerford. 

I  have  given  to  this  subject  the  proper  attention,  and,  for 
the  better  understanding  of  it,  now  beg  leave  to  state  : 

That  Henry  James  Hungerford  was  the  natural  son  of 
Henry  Louis  Dickinson,  deceased,  brother  of  Mr.  Smithson, 
by  a  Mrs.  Coates.  The  latter  is  still  living,  and  married  to 
aFrenchman  named  de  la  Batut.  Hungerford  lived  with 
her  and  took  her  name,  whilst  bearing  which  he  died,  hav- 
ing also  passed  under  that  of  Dickinson.  It  is  understood 
that,  as  long  as  he  lived,  he  made  her  an  ample  allowance ; 
but  his  death  put  an  end  to  it,  and,  as  far  as  the  will  of  Mr. 
Smithson  is  concerned,  (the  will  which  creates  a  right  in 
the  United  States,)  she  can  claim  nothing.  This  I  under- 
stand to  be  agreed  by  counsel  on  all  hands  here. 

Her  claim,  if  she  has  any,  is  under  the  will  of  Henry 
Louis  Dickinson,  made  at  Taris,  July,  1819,  by  which  he 
left  all  his  property  to  his  brother,  Smithson,  in  trust  for 
his  (Dickinson's)  son  Hungerford,  alias  Dickinson,  alias  la 
Batut.  Half  the  income  of  it,  however,  was  to  go  to  this 
Mrs.  Coates,  alias  Madame  la  I5atut,  during  her  life. 

But  whether  the  property  which  Dickinson  thus  left,  and 
which  is  supposed  to  be  the  fund  which  Mr.  Brent  natur- 
ally desired,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  French 
attorneys,  to  secure  for  the  United  States  in  Paris,  now 
constitutes  any  part  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  in  the  English 
court  of  chancery,  and  awaiting  its  decision,  or  whether  the 
former  fund  has  not  all  been  dissipated,  and  if  so,  how 
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moch  of  it  got  into  tho  hands  of  Madame  la  Batut,  and  has 
already,  principal  as  well  as  income,  been  applied  to  her  use 
and  benefit,  are,  I  understand,  points  still  unsettled. 

I  made  a  first  mention  of  this  la  Batut  claim  in  my  No. 
4,  in  September.  Under  the  facts  presented  by  this  further 
explanation,  it  does  not  clearly  seem  that  the  account  of  the 
French  attorney,  M.  Castaignet,  or  the  fee  to  M.  Delagrange 
can,  for  the  present,  be  a  charge  upon  the  Smithsonian  fund 
in  my  hands.  Perhaps  it  may  be  a  question  how  far  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  July,  1836,  creating  and  ap- 
propriating that  fund,  will  sustain  any  charge  upon  it  other 
than  for  expenses  in  prosecuting  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Smithsonian  bequest  before  the  tribunals  here* 
in  England,  where  alone,  bj  what  I  now  communicate,  it 
may  torn  out  that  the  entire  fund  bequeathed  by  Mr. 
Smithson  exists.  In  weighing  all  the  circumstances,  1  have 
come  to  the  conclusion,  at  all  events,  not  to  pay  the  above 
account  or  fee  until  the  issue  of  the  proceedings  in  chancery 
on  the  whole  case  here  is  known ;  unless,  after  this  com- 
munication, I  should  receive  your  instructions  to  the  con- 
traiy.  We  must  hope  that  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Smithson 
jrill  ultimately  be  adjudged  to  the  United  States ;  but  there 
is  a  complication  of  illegitimacy  in  the  matter,  and  we  dare 
not  with  confidence  affirm  that  the  decision  will  be  favorable, 
prior  to  its  taking  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State, 


JRichard  liiish  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  February  2,  1837. 

Sib  :  The  Smithsonian  case  was  brought  to  a  first  hearing 
in  the  court  of  chancery  yesterday,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to 
nie  to  be  able  to  say  that  result^,  so  far,  arc  favorable  to  the 
establishment  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States. 

The  hearing  was  before  Lord  Langdale,  master  of  the 
rolls;  this  court  and  the  court  of  the  vice  chancellor  being 
the  two  branches  of  the  English  chancery  system,  before 
which  suits  are  brought  in  the  first  instance. 

The  bill  was  in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United 
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States  of  America  against  Drummond,  as  recommended  by 
counsel,  in  their  opinion  transmitted  with  my  letter  No.  4, 
of  the  22d  of  November.  The  case  was  fully  opened,  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Pemberton. 

The  Attorney  General  was  not  personally  present  in  court; 
but  Mr.  Wray,  a  member  of  the  bar,  and  King's  counsel, 
acted  as  his  representative  on  the  occasion.  I  am  glad  to  state 
that  he  abandoned,  in  eflfect,  all  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown.  No  question,  therefore,  will  be  raised  as  to  whether 
a  bequest  can  be  sustained  after  a  limitation  to  illegitimate 
children ;  or  any  other  obstacle  interposed  under  the  doc- 
trine of  escheats,  or  any  other,  by  the  legal  representatives 
of  the  Crown.  These  officers,  I  am  riven  to  understand, 
have  had  the  whole  case  under  consiaeration,  and  will  do 
nothing  more  than  exercise  that  general  superintendence 
which  the  Crown,  through  its  law  officers,  is  bound  to  exer- 
cise where  questions  may  arise  connected  with  public  char- 
ities ;  the  rules  respecting  which  are  considered  applicable 
to  this  case. 

The  court,  after  the  hearing,  decreed  that  the  case  be  re- 
ferred to  one  of  the  masters  in  chancery,  the  proper  officer 
for  the  duty,  to  make  the  requisite  inquiries  as  to  the  facts 
on  the  happeninff  of  which  the  United  States  become  en- 
titled to  the  fund  oequeathed  by  Mr.  Smithson.  The  claim 
of  Madame  la  Batut  having  been  brought  before  the  court 
by  counsel  representing  it,  his  lordship  also  decreed  that 
the  validity  of  that  claim  be  inquired  into,  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  if  it  be  a  proper  charge  upon  the  fund. 

The  inquiries  will  be  proceeded  with  in  the  usual  and 
regular  manner,  and  with  all  the  expedition  that  my  super- 
intendence can  impart  to  them.  When  brought  to  a  close, 
the  cause  will  come  on  for  the  further  order  and  decree  of 
the  court. 

Having  heretofore  mentioned,  and  in  my  last  letter  ex- 
plained more  particularly,  the  claim  of  Madame  la  Batut,  I 
need  say  no  more  about  it  at  present.  It  extends  only  to 
an  annuity  of  about  one  hundred  pounds,  payable  during 
her  life ;  so  that,  even  if  sustained,  it  will  form,  in  the  end, 
no  material  deduction  from  the  fund.  But  I  have  of  course 
directed  that  it  be  properlv  scrutinized,  in  order  that  noth- 
ing be  taken  from  the  United  States  to  which  they  are 
rightfully  entitled. 

Counsel  also  appeared  for  Messrs.  Drummond,  and  made 
A  little  show  of  opposition  ;  but  as  their  clients  are,  in  fact, 
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nothing  more  than  stakeholders,  tbcy  will  oSei,  iu  the 
farther  progress  of  the  case,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  no 
eerioos  opposition.  They  said  on  this  occasion  that  the  bill, 
in  giving  title  to  the  suit,  ought  to  have  named  General 
Jackson  as  President ;  on  which  Mr.  Pcmberton  remarked, 
that  in  that  case  it  tuust  have  been  amended  on  the  4th  of 
March,  by  substitntiiig  the  name  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  King's  representative,  Mr.  Wray,  ex- 
pressed his  concurrence  with  Mr.  Pemberton,  that  the  title 
of  the  suit  was  good  as  it  stood. 

Onr  profesaional  advisers  thought  that  the  President 
OQght  to  be  named,  as  in  the  title,  with  a  view  to  a  techni- 
caT responsibility  on  tho  record  for  costs,  although  no  such 
questioQ  of  fact  would  arise  in  this  case ;  and  because  he 
was  otb«nviso  the  organ  of  intercourse  and  business  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations.  I  told  them 
that  his  name  was  not  thus  introduced  in  suits  in  the  United 
States;  bnt  they  had  before  them  the  act  of  Congress  of 
Jnly  the  1st,  1836,  directing  that  this  suit  might  be  brought 
mUie  name  of  the  United  State*,  "  or  otherwise,  as  may 
be  advisable,"  and  formed  their  opinion  accordingly. 

The  master  of  the  rolls,  not  having  then  seen  the  act  of 
Congress,  intimated  his  impression  to  be  that  the  suit 
thouid  follow  in  this  respect  the  forma  in  the  United  States; 
sddiug,  that  he  considered  this  part  of  the  case  as  nothing 
but  matter  of  form,  and  would  give  leave  to  amend  forth- 
*itb,  if  necessarv;  so  that  the  point  is  of  no  consequence. 

I  think  I  am  justified  in  saymg,  from  all  that  is  knovra 
*t present,  that  the  case  is  in  a  safe  tniin  in  all  respects, 
with  every  promise  of  a  successful  issne.  Reports  of  what 
took  place  in  court  have  appeared  in  the  newspapers  here, 
butare  not  to  bo  relied  upon,  as  I  am  enabled  to  say,  my 
|iaty  having  made  it  proper  that  I  should  myself  be  present 
in  court  all  the  while. 

In  my  letter  of  the  22d  of  Xoveraber,  it  is  intimated  that 
1  might,  perhaps,  at  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  case,  have 
^mcd  some  appeal  to  this  Government  advisable  in  rela- 
tion to  it.  The  contingency  I  had  in  view,  was  that  of  the 
Attorney  General  interposing  a  claim  for  the  Crown,  under 
tbo  law  of  escheats.  In  that  event  I  had  contemplated 
tirawng  up  a  counter  representation  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  founded  on  the  public  objects  of  Mr.  Smithson's 
"ill,  to  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  Government, 
through  the  channel   of   our   minister.     All    necessity  for 
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actine  upon  this  iatention  13  now  at  an  end,  by  the  course 
wbicE  the  law  officers  of  the  CrowD  have  parsaed ;  and  1 
can  discern  no  other  ground  for  an  application  to  this  Qov- 
ernment.  Nor,  I  am  happy  to  add,  does  any  such  applica- 
tion appear  at  present  to  be  needed,  either  for  the  purpose 
of  Justice  or  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

RicHAED  Bush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Stale. 


Richard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  February  10,  1837. 
SlB  :  After  what  I  eoramunicated  in  my  last  letter,  it  is 

E roper  for  me  to  state  that  the  court  finally  determined, 
efore  the  minutes  of  its  proceedings  on  the  let  instant 
were  made  up,  that  the  title  of  the  suit,  as  originally  advised 
by  our  counsel,  was  the  proper  title,  viz  :  "The  President 
or  the  United  States  of  America  versus  Drummond."  It 
therefore  stands  so  without  alteration. 

It  will  have  been  observed  from  my  last,  that  the  court 
had  not  seen  the  act  of  Congress  in  the  proceedings  of 
record  up  to  the  Ist  instant.  The  reason  it  did  not  then 
appear  on  the  face  of  the  bill  will  be  found  in  the  nature  of 
the  counsel's  opinion.  I  put  a  copy  of  the  act  into  their 
hands,  as  a  necessary  accompaniment  to  my  statement  of 
the  case  drawn  up  for  their  consideration.  On  referring  to 
their  opinion,  transmitted  with  my  No.  4,  it  will  be  seen 
that  they  recommend  that  a  bill  be  first  filed,  praying  that 
the  United  States  might  "  be  declared  entitled  to  the  fund, 
upon  trust,  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  will;"  and, 
next,  that  when  a  decree  to  that  eft'eet  was  obtained,  a  peti- 
tion should  be  presented,  in  the  name  of  the  President  and 
the  a^ent,  praying  that  the  fund  bo  transferred  to  the  latter, 
as  authorized  by  the  President  under  the  act  of  Congress  to 
receive  it.  Tbo  counsel  thought  that  the  proper  time  for 
setting  forth  the  act  would  have  arrived  when  the  petition 
was  presented,  and  not  before  ;  but  the  court,  under  its  first 
impression,  inclining  to  think  it  ought  to  be  added  to  the 
bill,  gave  leave  to  make  the  addition  forthwith,  and  it  was 
done  accordingly.  Tbo  case  (lioni'forc  now  Hl:mds,  on  aft  1 
points,  as  could  be  desired,  without  any  dcl;iy  having  inter-  1 
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Tcnecl  through  mattera  of  form.  Our  profeseional  advisers 
are  disposed  to  regard  this  with  satisfaction,  considering  the 
case  as  one  of  the  first  impreesion  here,  the  United  States 
having  never  before  appeared  as  suitor  in  an  English  court. 
Kaving  selected  counsel  of  distinguished  character  and 
abilities  in  the  court  of  chancery  to  conduct  tlio  proceed- 
ings on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  I  feci  that  it  is  not 
my  province  to  guide  hut  follow  their  opinions  in  matters 
of  English  law  and  practice.  Yet  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  under- 
stand theirs,  and  offer  mine  to  theirconsiUeratinn  whenever 
there  may  seem  any  likelihood  of  its  being  serviceable  to 
ihc  claim  of  the  United  States,  and  will  frankly  own  that  I 
saw  no  objection  to  their  withholding  the  act  of  Congress 
from  the  record,  until  actual  payment  of  the  fund  was  asked 
of  the  court  who  have  the  present  custody  of  it.  The 
United  States,  it  is  true,  had  never  before  sued  in  an  Eng- 
liBh  court.  But  there  were  precedents  of  other  nations 
liftving  done  so  by  their  executive  head;  as,  for  example, 
tbc  King  of  France,  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  I  believe 
other  sovereign  and  independent  States.  It  was  not  under- 
Jlood  that  any  legislative  act  of  those  countries  had  been 
eonaidered  necessary,  and  was  therefore  inferred  that  tho 
United  States  might  in  like  manner  enter  tho  courts  here, 
w  of  common  usage,  to  establish  the  validity  of  a  testa- 
mentary bequest  made  to  thcra  by  a  subject  of  Britain. 
The  act  of  Congress  may  have  been  necessary,  quoad  the 
United  States  themselves.  Tho  bequest,  it  may  he,  could 
not  have  been  accepted  otherwise,  or  a  suit  been  brought 
en  their  behalf;  but  no  act  of  Congress  was  required  for 
Wch  ends  before  an  English  court.  The  will  itself,  showing 
a  prima  facie  right  in  the  United  States,  was  enough  to 
open  an  English  court  to  their  suit,  and  perhaps  their  dig- 
nity would  best  be  consulted  by  not  exhibiting  the  special 
Ml  nntil  indispensably  necessary.  Tho  validity  of  tho  be- 
hest being  established  on  general  gronnda  by  a  decree  of 
the  court,  then,  before  payment  could  have  been  made  to 
•ny  one  demanding  possession  of  the  fund  for  tho  United 
Slstca,  adequate  authority  from  the  proper  source  there 
■nnst  be  shown  ;  and  at  this  epoch  the  act  must  have  been 
filed,  as  well  aa  the  agent's  power.  This  was  tho  reasoning 
of  OHr  counsel,  as  I  nnderstood  it.  It  appeared  to  me  good, 
as  did  their  reasons  for  bringing  the  suit  by  its  present  title. 
How  far  the  master  of  the  rolls  might  have  dispensed  with 
'he  filing  nf  tho  act  of  Congress  nntil  the  time  indicated  by 
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our  couneel  tie  that  alone  when  it  was  necessary,  had  the 
latter  pressed  the  point  to  an  argument,  is  uot  for  me  to 
say.  They  yielded  to  his  lordship's  first  impression,  aud 
filed  it  at  once,  aa  it  caused  no  delay,  and  must  have  been 
done  under  their  own  intentions  at  a  future  day,  if  a  favor- 
able decree  be  obtained  on  the  main  question,  now  so  rea^ 
sonably  to  be  anticipated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rusu. 

The  Hon.  JouN  FoRSVxn,  ikcrelari/ of  ^tate. 


likhard  liuih  to  Jvliii  Furs^^. 

London,  March  25,  1837. 

Sir  :  lu  my  No.  7  1  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the 
court,  after  the  hearing  on  the  1st  of  February,  decreed  that 
the  case  bo  referred  to  a  master  in  chancery,  to  make  the 
requisite  inquiries  as  to  the  fiicts,  on  the  happening  of  which 
the  United  States  become  entitled  to  the  fund  bequeathed 
by  Mr.  Smithsou. 

Tbo  facta  specially  directed  to  be  inquired  into,  and  which 
must  bo  judicially  and  technicallv  settled,  are,  first,  whether 
llenry  James  Hungerford,  named,  in  the  pleadings,  be  living 
or  dead  ;  second,  if  dead,  when  he  died ;  third,  whether  he 
was  married  or  unmarried  at  the  time  of  hie  death  ;  fourth, 
if  married,  whether  he  left  any  and  what  children  and 
child,  and  the  ago  or  ages  of  tbcm,  if  any.  It  is  further  to 
bo  ascertained  whether  John  Fitall,  mentioned  in  the  plead- 
inge,  he  living  or  dead,  and,  if  deail,  when  he  died ;  and  the 
said  master  is  finally  to  inquire  whether  Madame  de  la  Batut 
ha,8  any  claim  on  the  testator's  estate,  and  to  make  report 
oh  all  the  several  matters  bo  referred  to  him. 

These  inquiries  are  now  all  duly  and  regularly  iu  pro- 
gress. Advertisements,  of  which  I  annex  copies,  designed 
as  one  means  of  obtaining  information  under  the  four  heads 
first  specified,  and  the  last,  have  been  inserted  in  three  of 
the  London  newspapers  of  the  present  month,  viz:  the 
Times,  Mornina  Herald,  and  Standard.  Copies  of  them, 
translated  into  rV-nch  and  Italian,  have  also  been  inserted 
in  newspapers  at  Paris  and  I'ort  Louis,  in  Frixncc-,  tbo  lat- 
ter being  the  place  where  .\Ia»ij|^B|fcifiBat\.i.trt.sidos;  and 
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it  Leghorn,  in  Italy,  it  being  understood  that  there  is  no 
newspaper  published  at  Pisa,  where  it  is  believed  Hunger- 
ford  died. 

It  was  by  my  direction  that  the  advertisements  have  been 
framed  with  all  the  brevity  compatible  with  the  essential 
object  of  the  court's  decree.  I  have  caused  to  be  carefully 
kept  from  them  any  mention  of  the  amount  of  property  be- 
queathed, and  everything  else  respecting  the  nature  of 
Mr.  Smithson's  will.  This  course  seems  best  adapted  to 
guard  against  the  risk  of  raising  up  spurious  claimants,  or 
combinations,  in  France,  Italy,  or  this  country,  to  battle 
with  the  right  of  the  United  States,  whereby,  although  their 
ultimate  recovery  of  the  fund  might  not  be  prevented,  great 
delavs  might  be  interposed. 

whether  John  Fitall  be  living  or  dead,  the  remaining 
branch  of  inquiry,  is  a  fact  to  be  ascertained  without  difli- 
culty  here  in  London. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
<iient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

The  lion.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Advertisements. 


Whereas,  by  a  decree  of  the  high  court  of  chancery  in 
England,  made  in  a  cause  wherein  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America  is  plaintiff,  and  Charles  Drum- 
niond  and  his  Majesty's  Attorney  General  are  defendants, 
it  wasjamongst  other  things)  referred  to  Nassau  William, 
Sen.,  Esq.,  one  of  the  masters  of  the  said  court,  to  inquire 
and  state  to  Ihe  court  whether  Henry  James  Ilungerford, 
who  formerly  resided  at  Paris,  in  the  Kingdom  of  France, 
and  is  alleged  to  have  died  in  Pisa,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples,  in  the  month  of  June,  1835,  is  living  or  dead,  and, 
if  dead,  where  he  died,  and  whether  he  was  married  or 
unmarried  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  and,  if  married, 
whether  he  left  any  children  or  child  him  surviving,  and 
the  ages  of  such  children,  if  more  than  one.  Therefore, 
any  person  who  can  give  anj^  information  touching  the  said 
Henry  James  Ilungerford,  is  requested,  on  or  before  the 
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Ist  day  of  June  next,  to  furnish  the  same  to  Messrs.  Clarke, 
Fynniore,  and  Fladgate,  43  Craven  street,  Strand,  London. 

(2.) 

Whereas,  by  a  decree  of  the  high  court  of  chancery  in 
England,  made  in  a  certain  cause  wherein  the  President  of 
the  United  States  of  America  is  plaintiff,  and  Charles  Drum- 
mond  and  his  Majesty's  Attorney  General  are  defendants,  it 
is  (amongst  other  things)  referred  to  Nassau  William,  Sen., 
Esq.,  one  of  the  masters  of  the  said  court,  to  inquire  and  state 
to  the  court  whether  Madame  de  la  Batut,  who  lately 
resided  at  Port  Louis,  in  the  Kingdom  of  France,  has  any 
claim  on  the  estate  of  James  Smithson,  who  died  at  Genoa, 
in  the  year  1829,  the  testator  in  the  pleadins^s  of  the  said 
cause  named.  Therefore,  the  said  Madame  ^e  la  Batut  is, 
on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  May  next,  to  come  in  before  the 
said  master,  at  his  chambers  in  Southampton  buildings, 
Chancery  lane,  London,  and  make  out  her  claim  on  the  said 
'estate  of  the  said  testator,  James  Smithson ;  or,  in  default 
thereof,  she  will  be  excluded  the  benefit  of  the  said  decree. 


Richard  Hush  to  John  Forsf/th. 

London,  April  28,  1837. 

Sir  :  In  enclosing  a  duplicate  of  my  last  letter,  (sent 
with  the  original  of  this,)  I  have  to  supply  an  omission  in 
not  stating  that  the  advertisements  were  inserted  in  the 
London  Gazette,  in  addition  to  the  other  London  news- 
lumpers  mentioned.  It  is  the  more  necessary  I  should  state 
this,  iis  when  the  bills  for  legal  disbursemeiits  are  all  finally 
rendered,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  item  tor  advertising  in 
this  couiUrv  forms  no  inconsiderable  one.  It  was  my  wish 
to  avoid  these  advertisements  altogether,  not  simply  on 
account  of  expense,  which  would  have  been  a  goo*!  reason 
of  itself,  but  tor  the  more  important  one  liinted  in  my  last, 
vix :  their  possible  tendency  to  raise  up  fictitious  claimants ; 
but  ray  wisli  could  not  prevail  against  the  express  order  of 
the  court  of  ehancerv  under  which  thev  were  inserted. 

In  regard  to  the  le^  expenses,  genera)l\\  of  this  agency, 
I  will  take  this  occft8i<m  of  barely  remarking,  that  whilst  I 
^ve  kept  a  coiMEtant  w»teh  over  them  all,  endeavoring  to 
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confine  them  within  limits  as  moderate  as  possible,  they 
are  proverbially  heavy  in  English  chancery  proceedings.  It 
seems  that  something  is  to  be  paid  for  every  step  taken, 
every  line  written,  and  almost  every  word  spoKen  by  coun- 
sel, senior  and  junior,  solicitors,  clerks,  and  everybody 
connected  with  the  courts,  and  officers  attached  to  them, 
under  the  extremely  artificial  and  complicated  judiciary  sys- 
tems that  exist  here. 

Perhaps  I  ought  also  to  have  mentioned  in  my  last  that 
there  is  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  fact  of  John  Fitall's 
death.  It  only  remains  for  the  court  to  know  it  through 
r^lar  evidence,  easily  attainable,  as  before  remarked,  in 
London,  where  he  died. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

EiCHARD  Rush. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Daniel  Brent  to  Bichard  Bush, 

United  States  Consulate, 

Paris,  May  3,  1837. 

Sir:  On  the  7th  of  August  last  I  made  known  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  State  the  amount  of  expenses  that  had 
been  incurred  by  me  in  this  city  in  taking  precautionary 
steps  to  secure  to  the  United  States,  as  legatee  of  James 
Smithson,  of  London,  the  possession  of  property  then  sup- 
posed to  constitute  a  portion  of  his  estate,  and  now  have 
tiie  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  in  consequence  of  a  letter 
recently  received  from  the  Department,  receipts  for  the 
amount  of  these  expenses,  as  follows,  viz : 

Receipts  of  the  M.  Castaignct  for  his  services _/r.  226  25 

Do.    avocat,  M.  Delagracge  do 40  00 

Hy  own  receipt  for  postages 6  00 

ToUl - -/r.  872  25 


I  would  feel  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  have  the  good- 
to  provide,  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  suit  your   con- 
vmiience,  for  my  reimbursement,  by  furnishing  me  with  a 
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bill  on  Paris  for  their  amount;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I 
have  tho  lionor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Daniel  Brent* 
IlicuAUD  Hush,  &c.,  London. 


S 


Jlichard  Rush  to  Daniel  Brent, 

London,  Portland  Hotel, 
Great  Portland  Street,  May  10,  1837. 

Siu  :  1  received  your  letter  of  the  8d  instant,  transmitting 
riHHnpt*  for  sums  expended  by  you  in  Paris,  amounting  to 
1V»  272  2ft%  for  prooautionary  steps  taken  on  your  part  to 
eoiniro  possession  ot  property  then  supposed  to  constitute  a 
iK^rtion  of  Uio  pn>perty  bequeathed  to  the  United  States  bj- 
Mr*  Smithsou,  \  ou  state  that  you  txansmit  these  receipts 
to  mo  in  oi'^nsiHiuenoe  of  a  letter  reoentlv  received  from  the 
IViM^rtiuent  of  State,  and  request  I  will  provide  for  your 
r\Mud>ur^vMucut  by  a  bill  on  Pxiris  for  the  amount. 

1  root^iwHi  tVom  the  Sooretary  of  State,  in  December  last, 
copies  of  tl^e  $ame  accounts  with  a  request  that  I  would  ex- 
amine it^  and  if  I  deemeil  it  just^  and  the  amount  reason- 
aMe^  tnimsnut  tv>  \\>u  the  sum  necessary  to  discharge  it ;  his 
letter  remarkin|(  that  the  accounts  if  convct^  was^properly 
eharj^Niible  on  the  Smithsonian  fond  in  my  hands,  created 
by  tiie  act  of  CVngtess  of  July  1. 1SS&  for  dejfraying  ex- 

|^^n;$«(^  in<iti)ental  to  the  pnc^vution  of  the  claim'  of  the 
Tmw^  St;iiti«i  to  the  Kniuosi  of  Mr.  Smiths^xu 

In  re|^y«  I  ha^)  the  honor  tv>  intorm  ike  S<sa^iary,  bj 
letter^  \Uie^)  tlie  Ah  ot^  January^  that  it  wms  sail  a  point  on- 
;|ieltK4  wheii^er  the  )^^l>peTty  whici:.  with  a  comiceodable 
t!>Md^  xv>a  hai^l  ainie^)  at  $>cvnmn^  K>r  tbe  Uauied  Scates«  now 
\V4i$tll^ied  a)^  pavt  of  the  Sxn^t):R$v>9:ma  n:i^  in  tke  &if{i^ 
\v«w  of  ci>a»o«ry^  a>oi:;ju::nc  its  ^^i^ioe: :  tbat  s»ochxn«r  had 
wt  Kk^  ai^^^^C^i  to  :i5e  VTi:^^^  S::k^<$:  tiaa  peffldi|«  it 
ift^itt  W  ^Ni»;><ir«X  >K5f^sJor  ti50j»f  jwcsi  od^^  ctD£icx&sciBc«s  I 
s^ti^^  allt  of  mViJoh  o.NtXJ  ^^5  >*jixv  "Sccja  ksK^^  wIkii  the 
^'t!v^a:r>  s  Vtt<sr  to  )«x^  ^^j^  >fcr:n^^  b^'^v  So-  iW  *«  of  Jichr 
t>^  ^^  m\N6  »4  si;ft$a:fci^  t>j^  ^-^iiAT^cx  ii:  .^XMt^oon :  ia>i  ttsat  «l 
^1  '<^x>r«^j>^  I  Via^i  xVWjN^  t,"  ;ihi^  o^aKC«»«:  ur^r  t^  yay  the 
^N>M»ht  >MjrJ^  t^  isij^jfx'  ^n;  t>3^  ^voi^£3]lcs  5x  rOttnoesx  oa. 
tW  ^^boJe  x\«^  >i«N^  ^^as  icyj^%i(k  xii>«^  I  W^ctii  ^^fic«w  tf 
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Secretary,  which  you  have  received,  were  written  after  the 
receipt  of  mine  of  the  9th  of  Januarv,  and  contains  an  ex- 
press direction  to  me  to  pay,  I  should  not  feel  at  liberty  to 
4o  so;  the  less,  as  everything  remains  undecided  here,  and 
a  new  fact  is  interposed.      Congress  at  the  late  session 
omitted  to  make  any  further  appropiation  for  the  full  prose- 
cution and  recovery  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest ;  and  it  is 
certain,  in  my  belief,  that  the  sum  allotted  by  the  act  of 
July  1, 1836,  will  be  exhausted  by  the  unavoidable  expenses 
in  London  before  any  new  appropriation  can  come  from  the 
next  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  faithfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

Daniel  Brent,  Esq.,  Consul  of  the  United  States^  Paris. 


i 


Richard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  May  18,  1837. 

8iB:  J  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brent,  consul  at 

Pang,  transmitting  his  account  and  the  receipts  for  moneys 

^nded  by  him  m  that  city,  with  a  view  to  obtain  for  the 

f^oited  States  some  property,  then  supposed  to  be  a  part  of 

^^t  which  was  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Sraithson.    It  is  the  same 

^^'coont  that  was  forwarded  to  me  with  your  instructions  of 

^^^  17th  of  November  last.     To  these  I  had  the  hcTnor  of 

'^plying  in  my  No.  6,  in  which  the  nature  of  the  account 

^^  explained,  and  reasons  assigned  for  suspending  pay- 

^ent;  your  instructions  appearing  to  have  left  me  a  dis- 

^''etion  over  the  subject.     I  transmit  a  copy  of  Mr.  Brent's 

fetter  dated  the  3d  instant,  with  a  copy  of  my  answer  dated 

^®  10th.     My  reasons  will  be  seen  in  the  latter  for  still 

^thholding  payment;  Mr.  Brent's  letter,  as  I  read  it,  not 

<^iiveying  to  me  your  direction  to  pay.     If  I  have  erred  in 

^his  particular,  I  shall  wait  your  further  instructions,  and 

^l^y  them.     My  letter  to  Mr.  Brent,  besides  bringing  into 

^ew  the  former  reasons,  mentions  a  new  one. 

Under  one  of  the  advertisements  transmitted  with  my 

«o.  9,viz:  the  one  returnable  on  the  1st  of  this  month, 

the  hnsbaud  of  Madame  la  Batut  has  come  over  here  from 

I'rance,  to  make  out  the  claim  of  his  wife  upon  the  estate 

^  Mr.  Sinithson.     He  has  written  me  notes,  and  called 
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Upon  rue,  tliougb  as  yet  I  have  not  seeu  him.  I  doem  it 
uD&ecQSsary  to  traDsmit  to  you  hie  reprcBeutatioDS,  as  I  do 
not  act  upon  them  ia  any  way,  abstaining  as  well  throueh 
luy  own  judgment  as  that  of  our  profeasional  advisers.  To 
the  latter  I  say,  if  Monsieur  la  Batut  has  a  just  claim  on 
the  part  of  his  wife,  it  ought  to  be  allowed;  if  not,  no- 
authority  hut  that  of  Congress  conld  award  him  anything- 
out  of  tlio  Smithsonian  bequest,  should  it  be  finally  ad- 
judged to  the  United  States.  To  this  they  assent,  with  the 
tbrthor  concurrence  between  as,  that  the  court  must  decide 
upon  the  claim ;  for  establishing  which,  if  it  can  be  estab- 
lished, ho  will  now  have  every  opportunity  before  a  master 
in  chancery,  the  officer  regularly  appointed  by  the  court  for 
that  purpose.  Tho  solicitors  advise  mo  that  he  is  a  trouble- 
some person,  and  seems  to  have  unreasonable  expectations ; 
which,  however,  will  bo  carefullv  scrutinized  and  properly 
trollcit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
olh'diont  servant. 

Richard  Rush. 

The  Hon.  Joux  FoRSTTU,  SetTftitru  ot  Sia(i\ 


t7iii-iv>  /TifWWtfnf  .f  21oJ^U  ti  Riv-irjni  Hush. 

Xo.  43  Craves  Street.  Jiof  9, 1837. 
^IK  :'  \Vi>  think  it  right  t-.^  in&>rm  vou  that  we  have  lateljr 
had  several  interviews  with  M.  de  la  Batni,  who  mame<l 
th#  raMher  of  tho  de\>jas*.Hi  Henry  .lames  Hungerford,  and 
who  wn*  thought  might  l*e  indueed  to  furnish  us  with  every 
{\l\»f  wo  vnuite^l  touohinsr  the  deeea£«d.  His  object  waa  to 
j>(V«s  upon  our  Oi>n$idor»t)on  the  luort!  claims  which  he 
j«ip(vt$>e«  his  wife  and  her  and  hi$  ebiidren  have  npon  the 
I'nitpd  St»tw.  in  ci-mse^uence  of  tbcir  sacceeding  to  the 
lvvttuiK\  w  the  incvMUC  of  which  Hunjerfoid  w«s"entitled 
li«r  hi$  Hie-.  VTo  alivhle  to  thojic  ».inr^  claims.,  to  disduriush 
th^t)  frvm  the  ricbts  whiv^  Madame  de  la  Bami  may  nave 
under  the  will  <^  Ook«»ei  IHckij)««.  UQQeen.>rd's  ^dier. 
whK*  arc  the  *alje^  »^f  in^uirr  beA'«K  tbe  iB«$t«f,  To 
$bow.  in  rait^  tb«  MAar«  of  tlM«e  XouOi  ciaims.  ve  may 
vnemtton.  utu  aa  tW  tu4  is  Mk  to  tha  Uuicd  diates.  tc^ 
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America,  that  his  and  Madame  de  la  Batut's  children  in 
France  should  have  an  allowance  until  the  age  of  twenty^ 
two,  for /Aeir  education ;  and  he  considers  that  the  income 
derived  from  the  fund  since  the  testator's  death  should  he 
allowed  to  Madame  de  la  Batut ! 

We  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  further  into  these 
reqidsitims^  or  into  a  detail  of  M.  de  la  Batut's  arguments  in 
support  of  them.     We  may,  however,  advert  more  particu-^ 
larly  to  the  following  point,  which  may  have  some  claim  to 
consideration.     M.  de  la  Batut  urges  that  young  Hunger- 
ford,  who  lived  up  to  his  income,  left  behind  him  nothing 
to  pay  debts  and  funeral  expenses ;  that  had  Mr.  Smithson's 
will  come  into  operation  now,  instead  of  seven  years  back^ 
he  would,  in  consequence  of  a  modern  alteration  in  the  law, 
have  been  entitled  to  a  portion  of  the  accruing  half  year's 
income  up  to  his  death ;  but  that,  as  the  modern  alteration 
does  not  apply  to  the  case,  he  is  deprived  even  of  that,  and 
cannot  be  said  to  have  enjoyed  the  income  of  the  property 
durinc;  his  whole  life ;  and  thus  burdens  are  thrown  upon 
his  relations,  which  their  circumstances  do  not  enable  them 
to  bear.    We  may  here  observe,  that  the  law  on  this  sub- 
ject is  clear;  he  was  not  entitled  to  any  portion  of  the  half 
year's  income.     We  answered  him  by  stating  that  neither 
you  nor  ourselves  could  give  any  opinion  on  the  subject^ 
Btill  less  undertake  that  anything  should  be  done  for  him 
by  the  United  States ;  and  we  informed  him  that  if  he  con- 
sidered he  had  any  moral  claims,  he  must  himself  apply  to 
the  proper  authorities,  which  he  stated  his  intention  to  do. 
We  fiirther  informed  him  that  we  were  in  search  of  evi- 
dence which  was  completely  within  his  knowledge ;  and  we 
offered,  if  he  would  furnish  us  with  and  depose  to  the  par- 
ticulars relating  to  Ilungcrford  known  to  him,  we  would  so 
far  support  any  application  he  might  make  to  the  proper 
authorities  as  to  certify  that  in  our  inquiries  and  proofs  we 
were  under  material  obligations  to  him ;  and  he  at  length 
consented  to  make  the  necessary  depositions.     These  depo- 
sitions we  drew  up  in  proper  form,  but,  upon  requesting 
him  to  make  an  appointment  to  swear  to  them,  he  refusea 
to  do  60,  unless  he  had  a  pledge  from  you  that  you  would 
do  all  in  your  power  to  support  his  claims,  in  addition  to 
the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Drummond  to  the  consideration 
of  the  United  States.     The  recommendation  of  Mr.  Drum- 
niond,  we  might  have  promised  him,  but  the  pledge  re- 
quired from  you  we  knew  to  be  out  of  the  question ;  and  as 
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in  tiie  mean  time  we  have  received  from  Italy  documents 
which  we  trust  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  again  applying 
to  him  for  assistance,  we  felt  no  hesitation  in  at  once  declin- 
ing to  make  terms  with  an  individual  whose  style  of  con- 
•duct  would  hardly  justify  any  strong  recommenaation  in  his 
favor.  He  then  positively  refused  to  assist  us  any  further, 
Bnd  has  left  us  in  considerable  anger;  and  he  has  expressed 
his  determination  to  make  an  application  to  the  President 
through  another. channel.  It  will,  we  conceive,  be  entitlecl 
to  little  favor. 

Wq  remain,  &c., 

Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate. 

To  Richard  Rush,  Esq. 


Clarke,  Fjjnmore  ^*  Fladgate  to  Bichard  Rush. 

No.  43  Craven  Street,  June  22,  1837- 

Sir  :  Mr.  Drummond  has  written  to  us,  to  inform  you 
that  M.  do  la  Batut  has  submitted  to  him  a  memorial, 
which,  on  the  part  of  Madame  de  la  Batut,  he  proposes  to 
address  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Not  having 
been  acquainted  personally  with  Mr.  Smithson,  Mr.  Drum- 
mond cannot  vouch  for  any  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial ;  but,  aa  Mr.  Smithson's  executor,  he  feels  disposed  to 
recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the  United  States  any 
application  coming  from  the  mother  of  the  deceased  Hun- 
gerford,  who,  so  far  as  he  has  the  means  of  knowing,  is  left, 
by  her  son's  death,  in  reduced  circumstances.  Neverthe- 
less, we  must  here  add,  that  the  attention  paid  to  such  ap- 
plication must  of  course  depend  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
parties  making  it. 

We  are,  &c., 

Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate. 

To  Richard  Rush,  Esq. 


Bichard  Bush  to  John  Forsyth, 

London,  June  24, 1887. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  copies  of  two  letters  received  from  our 
solicitors,  dated  the  9th  and  22d  instant,  relating  to  the 
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conduct  of  Monsieur  la  Batut,  in  reference  to  the  supposed 
daim  of  his  wife  upon  the  Smithsonian  fund. 

My  No.  6,  of  January  9th,  will  have  made  known  who 
the  wife  is.  Nothing  is  more  clear  than  that  she  has  no 
daim  under  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson.  Her  claim,  if  any, 
mi  only  be  made  out,  as  mentioned  in  my  No.  6,  under 
the  will  of  Henry  Louis  Dickinson,  and  for  its  establish- 
ment the  court  of  chancery  has  pointed  out  the  proper 
means,  and  Monsieur  la  Batut  has  full  liberty  to  adopt 
them,  that  justice  may  be  done.  I  said  in  my  No.  7,  that 
the  claim  extended  only  to  about  one  hundred  pounds  a 
jear;  but,  on  better  information,  T  find  that  it  would 
amount,  if  sustained,  to  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds  a 
year,  during  the  life  of  Madame  la  Batut. 

But  Monsieur  de  la  Batut  is  little  satisfied  with  putting 
forward  this  claim,  which,  it  may  be,  the  court  will  allow  if 
he  can  bring  forward  proof  to  substantiate  it.  He  makes 
a  sweeping  moral  claim,  as  he  calls  it,  upon  the  United 
States,  should  the  Smithsonian  fund  be  adjudged  to  them. 
The  letter  from  the  solicitors  of  the  9th  instant  gives,  in 
part,  the  ground  of  this  moral  claim.  He  thinks  that,  as 
tiie  Smithsonian  fund  is  to  be  applied  to  found  an  institu- 
tion at  Washington,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men,  his  children  in  France  have  a  claim  to  be 
educated  out  of  it ;  and  he  even  considers  that  his  wife 
has  a  claim  to  the  *  *  *  *  income  of  the  fund  since 
Mr.  Smithson's  death !  This,  at  a  rough  estimate,  might 
be  perhaps  set  down  at  upwards  of  twenty  thousand 
pouuds. 
I  cannot  wonder  that  the  solicitors  deemed  it  unneces- 

nto  detail  to  me  the  **  arguments  ^^  by  which  Monsieur  de 
atut  sought  to  support  these  his  ^^  requisitions.^^    His 
attempt  at  coercion,  by  withholding  evidence  within  his 
power,  unless  on  a  previous  pledge  from  me  to  support  his 
fcquisitions,  thereby  showing  a  disposition  to  prevent  the 
United  States  recovering  anything,  will  probably  gain  him 
little  favor  in  their  eyes.     Fortunately,  there  is  now  other 
evidence,  as  the  solicitors  state  in  their  letter,  and  have 
fiince  told  me  verbally,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  place  the 
United  States  beyond  his  reach.     The  part  of  their  letter 
tbat  I  read  with  regret  was  that  in  which  they  intimated  to 
him  that,  us  neither  they  nor  I  could  engage  that  anything 
should  be  done  for  him  by  the  United  States,  he  must  him- 
H»lf  apply  to  the  proper  authorities.     I  called  upon  them 
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immediately,  to  express  my  wish  that  no  such  encourage^ 
ment  be  in  future  held  out  to  him ;  but  it  seems  that  ne 
had  already  taken  his  course;  their  letter  of  the  22d  instant 
gives  me  to  understand  that  he  proposes  to  address  a  mo* 
morial  to  the  President,  through  the  auspices  of  Mr. 
Druramond,  the  defendant  in  the  suit.  That  he  would 
have  done  so  on  his  own  motion,  in  the  end,  without  any 
hint  from  the  solicitors,  is  probable  enough ;  but  I  was 
sorry  it  had  been  given  to  him.  For  myself,  I  have  invari- 
ably discountenanced  all  his  pretensions,  deeming  it  my 
duty  to  do  so  most  unequivocally.  I  have  refused  to  see 
him,  unless  in  presence  of  the  solicitors,  lest  he  should 
misunderstand,  or  forget,  or  pervert,  what  I  might  say } 
and  the  latter  told  me  they  could  perceive  no  advantage  in, 
my  seeing  him.  If  the  United  States  recover  the  legacy 
bequeathed  by  Mr.  Smithson,  I  should  naturally  regard  the 
whole  of  it  as  a  trust  fund  in  their  hands,  not  to  be  in  any- 
wise  diminished  or  touched  but  by  the  same  le^slative 
power  that  accepted  it,  for  the  purposes  npecially  set  forth 
m  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  July,  1836.  ISTot  only, 
therefore,  do  I  disclaim  all  authority  for  yielding,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  to  Monsieur  la  Batut's  demands,  or  giving 
him  the  least  hope  that  any  of  them  are  ultimately  to  be 
allowed  by  the  United  States,  but  I  should  have  thought  it 
not  justifiable  in  me  to  refer  him  to  the  President. 

Not  being  sure  that  I  rightly  understood  what  the  solici- 
tors mean  in  their  letter  of  the  9th,  about  an  alteration  in 
the  law,  I  sought  an  explanation  from  them.  It  appears 
that,  by  an  act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1834,  whenever  a 
person  entitled  to  the  annual  proceeds  of  any  fiind  or  prop- 
erty for  his  life,  under  a  will  coming  into  operation  after 
the  passing  of  the  act,  dies  between  the  points  of  time  as- 
signed for  the  periodical  payments,  his  representatives  be- 
come entitled  to  a  proportionate  part  of  the  accruing  pro- 
ceeds up  to  the  day  of  his  death.  Before  this  act,  there  was 
no  such  apportionment ;  and,  as  Mr.  Smithson's  will  cam^ 
into  operation  before  it  was  passed,  Ilungcrford's  represent- 
atives have  no  claim  to  any  of  the  dividend  that  accrued 
after  the  last  dividend  day  that  happc*ned  previously  to  his 
decease.  I  asked  how  this  would  stand  with  the  case  I 
drew  up  for  the  opinion  of  counsel,  as  transmitted  with  my 
No.  4;  in  which,  among  other  things,  I  stated,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  solicitors,  that  "  Mr.  Hungcrford  received 
the  income  arising  from  thf  testator\<  property  up  to  the  (one 
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• 

of  his  dtatk^^  They  replied  that  this  was  nevertheless  cor- 
rect; he  did  receive  aU  that  had  accrued  up  to  that  time ;  but 
there  was  a  dividend  in  progress  which,  as  it  had  not  actu- 
ally arisen,  and  could  not  have  been  claimed  by  Hungerford 
in  his  lifetime,  his  representative  has  no  claim  to  it  after 
his  death.    Such  was  their  explanation. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  say  how  far  this  lends  any  equity  to 
my  fraction  of  Monsieur  la  Batut's  claims  or  requisitions. 
ftiBa&miliar  maxim,  that  those  who  ask  equitv  should  do 
equity.  The  United  States  will  succeed  to  all  that  the  law 
€f  England  gives  them,  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  may  ex- 
pound and  apply  that  law  to  their  special  predicament 
under  the  will,  having  due  reference,  no  doubt,  to  the  rights 
of  all  other  parties  before  the  court ;  and  whatever  may  be 
the  amount  adjudged  in  their  favor,  my  uniform  declaration 
it  that  Congress  alone  would  have  thfe  power  to  reduce  it. 
I  add,  as  explicitly,  that  to  no  one  can  I  give  the  remotest 
•neoQcagement  or  hope  that  it  would  be  reduced,  and,  least 
of  all,  to  one  so  unreasonable,  so  exacting,  and  apparently 
ta bent  upon  thwarting  the  rights  of  the  united  States,  as 
Monsieur  de  la  Batut. 

.  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
obe^ent  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Richard  Rush  to  Clarke^  Fynmore  ^  Fladgate. 

Portland  Hotel,  Great  Portland  Street, 

July  21,  1837. 

Gentlbmen  :  Having  at  all  times  made  known  my  wshes 
for  a  speedy  decision  of  the  case  you  have  in  hand  for  the 
United  States,  I  need  not  here  repeat  them,  but  as  the  time 
Wroaches  when  the  court  of  chancery  will  adjourn  over  to 
November,  I  must  ask  you  to  inform  me  what  seem  the 
prospects. 

Remaining  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

To  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate. 
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Clarke^  Fynmore  ^  Fladgate  to  Richard  Rush. 

43  Craven  Street,  Strand,  Jvly  22, 1887. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  on  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Smithson's  bequest  to  the  United  States,  we 
beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  we  have  used  all  the  means  in 
our  power  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  close,  but  we  are  still 
unable  to  state  any  definite  period  at  which  you  might  ex- 
pect to  receive  the  funds. 

Our  inquiries  in  Italy  have,  we  trust,  put  us  in  possession 
of  such  evidence  as  will  fuUv  establish  the  fact  of  Mr.  Hun- 
gerford's  death,  without  having  been  married;  but,  how- 
ever important  it  may  be  to  do  this,  still  there  is  another 
point  to  be  settled  before  the  funds  will  be  available  to  the 
United  States.  This  point  is  the  claim  of  Madame  de  la 
Batut,  under  the  will  of  Coldhel  Dickinson,  (whose  executor 
Mr.  Smithson  was,)  under  which  will  she  is  entitled  for  her 
life  to  half  the  colonel's  property. 

The  outline  of  this  claim  is,  that  Mr.  Smithson  possessed 
himself  of  all  Colonel  Dickinson's  estate,  and  never  ren- 
dered to  Madame  de  la  Batut  any  account  of  it ;  and  that, 
not  having  done  so,  she  has  now  a  right  to  call  upon  Mr. 
Smithson's  executor  to  do  that  which  he  in  his  lifetime 
ought  to  have  done.  Mr.  Drummond  has  no  means  of  ren- 
dering this  account ;  but,  until  the  claim  is  set  at  rest,  the 
court  could  not,  of  course,  order  the  funds  forming  part  of 
Smithson's  estate  to  be  paid  over  to  the  United  States ;  as 
for  anj  thing  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  the  greater  por- 
tion of  these  funds  might  have  arisen  from  the  property  of 
Colonel  Dickinson.  Our  object  now,  therefore,  is  to  induce 
Madame  de  la  Batut  to  come  in  and  establish  some  claim  in 
the  present  suit,*  (the  amount,  however,  of  which  we  seek, 
as  much  as  possible,  consistently  with  justice  to  reduce,)  so 
as  to  bind  her  by  the  present  suit,  and  make  it  conclusive 
upon  the  subject. 

Her  advisers  have  but  little  evidence  to  offer  in  support 
of  her  case,  and  have,  in  consequence,  very  much  delayed 
the  necessary  proceedings.  We  pressed  them  as  much  as 
possible,  and,  indeed,  threatened  to  bar  them,  by  getting 
the  master  to  report  against  them ;  but,  in  reply  to  this, 
they  intimated  that,  if  we  did  so,  they  should  give  notice  to 
Mr.  Drummond  to  hold  the  funds,  and  file  a  bill  against 
him,  as  executor  of   Smithson,  for  an  account.     As  this 
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would  b€  attended  with  more  delay  aiid  eicpense  than  it  is 
Hkely  there  will  be  in  the  present  proceedings  in  the 
master's  office,  we  are  induced  to  afford  every  indulgence, 
iirging  only  all  possible  despatch,  which,  as,  fortunately, 
Uftdame  do  la  Batut's  solicitors  are  persons  of  the  highest 
tnpectability,  we  are  sore  they  will  use. 

We  are  your  very  obedient  servants, 

Clj^bee,  Ftnuobb  &  Fladqatm, 
To  RiCHABD  BusB,  Esq. 


diehard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  July  28,  1837. 

Sir:  I  received  on  the  26th  instant,  from  our  minister, 
Mr.  Btevenson,  a  petition  addressed  to  the  President  by  M. 
ilelaBatat,  now  it  seems  in  France,  on  the  subject  of  hia 
claiiDs,  which  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  S.  by  Mr.  Anderson, 
ciarg^  d'affiiires  of  the  United  States  at  Paris.  The  nature 
of  tMse  claims  is  sufficiently  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  24th 
of  last  month,  and  I  need  not  therefore  repeat  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  view  I  take  of  them,  they  are  altogether  unrea- 
(onable.  In  writing  to  Mr.  Anderson  upon  the  subject, 
wliichl  did  yesterday,  I  informed  him  that  Monsieur  de  la 
BatQt  had  been  in  London,  urging  them  upon  those  who 
Me  charged  with  conducting  aud  superintending  the  case 
of  the  United  States  before  the  court  of  chancery  in  the 
matter  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  and  that  our  Govern- 
mentbad  been  apprized  of  them  through  my  communica- 
liona  to  you ;  that  as  they  were  adverse  to  the  interests  of 
ibe  United  States,  and  had  been  pursued  in  an  adverse  man- 
Mr  by  M.  de  la  Batut  when  here,  it  was  not  for  me  to  aid 
to  transmitting  hia  paper  to  the  President;  but  that,  as  he 
night  wish  to  nave  it  agun,  to  make  his  own  use  of  it,  I 
»as  at  a  loss  how  to  dispose  of  it,  otherwise  than  by  return- 
ine  it  to  him,  (Mr.  Anderson,)  which  I  therefore  felt  myself 
obliged  to  do,  with  the  explanation  here  given,  Mr.  Ander- 
•on  wa8  probably  not  before  acquainted  with  any  of  the 
circamstances  I  stated. 

I  have  deemed  it  right  to  inform  you  of  the  step  thus 
taken  in  regard  to  this  petition,  and  hope  it  mil  appear  to 
have  been  proper.     I  ought  to  mention,  whilst  on  the  sub- 
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ject,  that,  on  the  first  arrival  of  M.  de  la  Batut  in  London, 
I  caused  him  to  be  informed  that,  although  in  no  event  was 
I  authorized  to  promise  him  anything  from  the  United 
States,  yet  if  he  promptly  afforded  the  facilities  to  their  suit 
in  chancery,  which  he  justly  might,  by  stating  facts  within 
his  immediate  and  full  knowledge  respecting  young  Hun- 
gerford,  he  would  naturally  stand  well  with  our  Govern- 
ment ;  and  that,  as  far  as  the  expression  of  any  favorable 
opinion  of  mine  towards  him  was  concerned,  he  would 
necessarily  earn  it.  Far  from  listening  to  what  was  so  unob- 
jectionable, he  refused,  as  made  known  in  one  of  the  letters 
enclosed  with  my  last,  to  give  any  evidence  whatever  for 
the  United  States,  except  on  condition  of  a  previous  pledge 
from  me  to  support  all  his  claims,  not  perceiving,  though  so 
informed  that  such  a  pledge,  had  I  even  made  it,  could  have 
availed  him  nothing. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  here,  also,  that  it  never  was 
my  intention,  and  so  I  instructed  our  professional  advisers, 
to  raise  any  captious  objections  to  Monsieur  la  Batut's  claim 
in  right  of  his  wife,  so  long  as  he  kept  it  within  the  limit  ot 
the  bequest  made  to  her  by  the  will  of  Henry  Louis  Dick- 
inson, as  explained  in  my  No.  6.  The  bequest  may  amount, 
as  I  now  understand  the  case,  to  two  hundred  and  forty 
pounds  sterling  a  year,  at  the  utmost,  during  the  life  of  the 
wife.  All  I  demanded  was,  that  this  claim  should  be  sub- 
stantiated by  fair  proof,  and  be  adjudged  by  the  court,  as  I 
had  no  authority  to  give  an  independent  assent  to  anything 
that  might  diminish  the  fund  bequeathed  to  the  united 
States  by  Mr.  Smithson. 

But  to  suggestions  like  these  he  was  alike  insensible,  pre- 
ferring to  take  the  course  and  put  forward  the  extravagant 
claims  I  have  described.  I  have  no  fears  that  the  court 
will  allow  them ;  but  there  is  ground  for  apprehending  that 
he  may  be  able  to  cause  future,  as  he  has  past,  delays. 
There  is  no  hope  of  bringing  the  case  to  a  conclusion 
during  the  present  term  .of  the  court.  It  ends  next  month, 
and  the  next  term  does  not  commence  until  November. 
The  master  in  chancery  has  not  yet  made  his  reports  on  any 
of  the  references  made  to  him  by  the  court,  as  explained  in 
my  No.  ,9,  although  I  have  urged  thcra  on  by  all  the  means 
I  could  use,  and  will  not  fail  to  continue  ray  efforts  whilst 
the  present  term  lasts.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  obstructions 
created  by  Monsieur  de  la  Batut,  this  part  of  the  case  would 
have  been  expedited,  and  a  door  the  sooner  opened  by 
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which  the  United  States  might  liave  got  poBseaaiou  of  the 
fond. 

I  have  the  hono 
obdiCDt  servant, 

HicHARi)  Hcsh. 
ItoTi.  Jobs  Fobsvth,  Secrntarif  of  Sfah'. 


main,  with  ^rcat  respect,  your 


Rkhard  R'lsh  to  John  IWsytl: 

LoNDOK,  Augufit  1,  1837- 
8lB;  I  transmit,  herewith,  a  copv  of  lay  account  for  the 
jew  ending  juBterday.  I  aUo  fiend  a  liet  of  my  drafts  upon 
liie  baiik«rd  of  the  United  States  wttliitj  the  same  penod, 
a*  aalhorizud  by  your  letter  to  the  late  N.  M.  de  Rothschild 
of  July  the  lltli,  1836. 

Tbc  only  hill  I  have  yet  paid,  heeuuse  the  only  one  I  have 
b«ai  able  to  act  in,  for  legal  expenses  actually  incurred,  was 
onL-  of  two  hundred  pounds  four  shillings,  on  the  8th  of 
April,  DA  shown  hy  ray  draft  upon  the  bankers  of  that  date. 
For  this  a  voucher  is  enclosed,  with  a  full  statement  of  the 
ieoonnU  More  expense,  considerably,  has  been  incurred 
nnder  this  head,  but  no  second  account  has  hitherto  been 
rcndorcd  to  mc,  although  I  have  asked  for  and  been  desir- 
ouii  of  obtaining  it,  the  solicitors  saying  that  the  itemn 
foing  to  roake  it  up  are,  many  of  them,  still  dependent 
npOD  services  outstanding  and  incomplete.  The  heaviest 
I'gal  expenses  will,  1  apprehend,  come  iu  at  the  final  close 
of  ibe  suit,  Mlien  this  will  he  I  dare  not  promise,  since 
none  of  our  professional  advisers  will  undertake  to  inform 
ne  precisely,  although  none,  1  believe,  can  exceed  them  in 
diligence  and  fidelity,  and  although  they  are  urged  by  my 
foterated  instructions  to  use  all  the  expedition  praetiuahle. 
The  net^essity  of  a  reform  in  the  court  of  chancery  was  the 
flibicct  of  a  special  recommendation  from  the  Throne  to 
I'wli&ment,  at  the  session  before  the  last.  Its  business  is 
't'ymuch  in  arrears.  Mr.  I'emberton,  the  leading  counsel 
of  the  United  States,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  stated  in  his  place  in  that  body,  in  rebruary  last, 
that  the  arrears  amounted  to  between  three  and  four  hun- 
dred cases  two  years  before,  but  that  they  had  grown  to  up- 
**rds  of  eieht  hundred  at  the  time  he  was  speaking.  The 
••aws,  in  a  "large  proportion,  are  also  of  great   magnitude. 
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The  Attorney  General  on  the  same  occasion  remarked,  that 
whilst  throughout  a  long  course  of  time  the  population  of 
England  had  been  increasing  six-fold,  and  her  wealth  twenty- 
fold,  the  judicial  establishments  had  remained  nearly  the 
same,  so  as  to  amount  almost  to  a  denial  of  justice.  There 
are  only  eleven  masters  in  chancery,  whilst  there  arc  those 
who  tiiink  that  double  the  number  would  scarcely  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  wants  of  the  court  in  all  the  different  depart- 
ments of  its  business  at  the  present  epoch.  In  the  midst  of 
such  discouragements,  and  I  am  bound  to  state  them  as  truly 
such,  I  still  do  not  despair  of  having  the  case  of  the  United 
States  brought  to  a  final  and  successful  close  in  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  winter  or  spring;  it  shall  be  sooner,  if  pos- 
sible, as  all  obstructions  that  might  once  have  been  thought 
to  imply  serious  difficulty  or  danger  are,  I  think,  over.corae* 
Nevertheless,  no  assurance  can  be  given  that  it  will  be  fin- 
ished as  soon  as  the  latest  period  mentioned.  Should  it 
last  even  through  the  winter,  and  my  last  letter  will  have 
informed  you  that  the  next  term  of  the  court  (the  present 
drawing  to  a  close)  will  not  be  held  until  November,  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  fund  created  by  the  act  of  Con- 

fjress  of  the  1st  of  July,  1836,  will,  through  the  accruing- 
egal  charges  and  drafts,  to  which  the  fund  is  otherwise 
liable  under  your  instructions,  be  exhausted. 

In  regard  to  the  first  legal  account,  now  enclosed,  I  can 
only  say  that  I  believe  it  to  be  reasonable,  judged  by  the 
standard  of  similar  charges  in  this  country.  I  felt  myself 
to  be  an  incompetent  judge  of  all  the  minute  items,  filling^ 
fourteen  pages,  folio,  of  an  account  founded  upon  the  mul- 
tifarious and  artificial  proceedings  in  an  English  court  of 
chancery;  but  I  went  over  the  whole,  judging  as  well  as  I 
could  of  each,  and  obtained  explanations  from  the  solicitors 
where  I  found  them  necessary.  I  also  sought  other  aid ;  I 
resorted  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  now  here,  intelli- 

Srent  and  trustworthy,  and  conversant  with  such  accounts^ 
rom  having  superintended  several  suits  in  which  American 
interests  were  at  stake  in  English  courts.  His  opinion  was 
decidedly  favorable  to  the  justice  and  even  general  modera- 
tion of  the  items,  tried  by  the  precedents  of  which  he  had 
knowledge.  These  precautions,  added  to  the  fair  character 
of  the  solicitors,  and  their  verification,  severally,  by  my  re- 
quest, of  the  whole  account,  in  the  special  manner  that  will 
be  noticed  at  the  foot  of  it,  afforded  tlie  only  guarantees  I 
could  command  for  its  correctness. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  reepect,  youi 
obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  JoDM  FoBSTTH,  Sccrelari/  of  Stale. 


Oarke,  Fynnwre  <J'  FUuigalc  lo  Richard  Hu^h. 

43  Craves  Street,  August  18,  1837. 

DiiR  Sir  :  The  conrt  having  now  risen  for  the  long 
Ttcation,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  report  to  joii  briefly  the 
fl8t<)  of  the  cause  to  which  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  and  Mr.  Drammond  arc  parties,  instituted  for  the 
pnrpose  of  enabling  the  President  to  receive  the  legacy 
pven  by  the  will  of  Mr,  Sniithson. 

Pursuant  to  your  oonstant  instructions  to  bring  the 
nifttter  to  a  termination  with  all  practicable  despatch,  we 
We  been  actively  occupied  in  eatistS-ing  the  iuquiries  di- 
rected to  bo  made  by  the  decree  of  the  Ist  of  February 
iaat;  and,  although  the  master's  report  touching  these  in- 
quires is  not  yet  made,  we  have  been  bo  far  successful  as  to 
induce  us  to  hope  that  we  should  satisfy  him  upon  all 
pointe,  and  obtain  early  in  the  next  term,  such  a  report  aa 
will  ensure  the  speedy  receipt  by  you,  on  behalf  of  the 
President,  of  the  funds  in  question. 

Yoti  will  remember  that  iheae  inquiries  were  three-fold. 
1.  Aslo  Fitall,  the  annuitant  under  the  will  of  Smithson. 
3.  Ab  to  llungerford'fl  death,  unmarried  and  without.issue. 
8-  As  to  the  alleged  claim  of  Madame  de  la  Batut. 

On  the  first  point  we  have  no  difliculty,  having  obtained 
'certificate  of  the  death  of  Fitall,  whose  annuity  was  paid 
Up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  except  only  the  last  quarter, 
*bieb  his  widow  will  now  receive. 

2.  As  to  Uungerford's  death  without  issue,  we  have 
obtained  a  certificate  of  the  death  of  one  Henri  de  la  Batut, 
onder  which  name  wc  found  that  be  had  died;  and  we 
We  also  obtained  a  certificate,  identifying  de  la  Batut  with 
Henry  James  Unngerford.  We  have,  as  directed  by  the 
oMree,  advertised  in  the  new.'tpapera  here,  in  France,  and 
iti  Italy,  touching  any  wife  and  children ;  and  these  adver- 
tisements have  produced  no  claimants.  We  have  obtained 
from  France  other  confirmatory  evidence  on  these  points ; 
■niongst  the  rest,  Monsieur  de  la  Batot'a  statement,  (which 
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however,  you  will  remember  he  refused  to  confirm  on 
oath ;)  and  we  have  little  doubt,  as  above  observed,  that  the 
evidence  obtained  will  be  such  as  to  satisfy  the  master  upon 
the  subject. 

These  inquiries  have  of  course  consumed  much  time,  but 
we  should  have  had  the  report  before  this,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  remaining  point,  the  claim  of  Madame  de  la  Batut. 
As  stated  in  our  letter  addressed  to  you  on  the  22d  of  Julv, 
it  is  most  important  that  the  claim  should  be  disposed  of  m 
the  present  suit ;  and  we  are  happy  to  say  that  the  claim 
has  now  been  formally  made,  ana,  we  trust,  in  such  a  shape 
as  will,  if  it  be  sustained  by  the  court  at  all,  bar  any 
ulterior  proceedings.  The  evidence  in  support  of  it  is  not 
strong,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  it,  interroga- 
tories for  the  examination  of  Mr.  Drummond  have  been 
brought  into  the  master's  office ;  which,  however,  will  not 
have  the  desired  effect.  These  interrogatories  were  exhib- 
ited by  Madame  de  la  Batut,  after  much  pressing  on  our 
parts,  and  we  are  now  employed  in  answering  them.  Hav- 
ing done  that,  we  shall  proceed  to  get  the  claim  settled,  if 
possible,  by  the  allowance  of  some  small  sum,  and  every 
difficulty  will  then  be  at  an  end. 

You  may  rely  on  our  utmost  exertions  in  bringing  the 
matter  to  a  close ;  and  we  are. 

Your  very  obedient  servants, 

Clarke,  Ftnmore  &  Fladgatb. 

To  Richard  Rush,  Esq. 


Richard  Btish  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  August  19, 1887. 

Sir  :  Desiring,  before  the  court  of  chancery  rose,  some 
opinion  in  writing  from  the  solicitors  as  to  the  prospects  of 
a  decision  of  the  case,  I  addressed  a  few  lines  to  them  on 
the  2l8t  of  last  month,  as  by  enclosure  No.  1,  and  received 
an  answer  the  day  following,  a  copy  of  which  (No.  2)  is 
also  enclosed.  I  did  not  send  it  to  you  at  that  time,  or  with 
either  of  my  letters  written  since,  because,  although  I  went 
to  them  in  person  several  times,  in  the  hope  of  verbal  ex- 
planations that  might  render  it  more  definite,  I  found  that 
there  was  no  probability  of  obtaining  any  to  that  effect 
until  after  the  court  had  actually  risen,  at  which  time  I  re- 
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qaested  they  would  furnish  me  with  a  further  commuuica^ 
taon.  The  court  rose  a  few  days  ago,  and  I  yesterday  re- 
ceived from  them  the  report,  a  copy  of  which  (No.  3)  is  now 
slso  transmitted,  as  the  suitable  accompaniment  to  their 
letter  of  the  22d  of  July. 

I  am  happy  to  find  it  more  satisfactory  than  that  letter ; 
the  letter  left  it  doubtful  when  the  obstructing  claim  of 
Madame  de  la  Batut,  an  outline  of  which  is  given  in  their 
letter,  would  be  put  into  a  proper  shape  for  examination 
and  settlement.  Nor  could  1  ui^e  any  longer  the  expedi- 
ency of  a  report  by  the  master,  during  the  existence  oi  the 
term,  under  reiterated  assurances  i'rora  our  solicitors  of 
what  is  stated  in  their  letter,  viz :  that  to  do  so  might  have 
led  to  a  course,  on  the  part  of  the  solicitors  of  Madame  de 
la  Batut,  productive  of  more  delay  and  expense  than  are 
likely  to  flow  from  the  master's  report  being  withheld 
until  the  next  term. 

The  solicitors'  report  to  me,  dated  yesterday,  besides  im- 
bodyin^  a  succinct  statement  of  the  steps  taken  in  the 
cause  since  the  decree  in  February,  shows  that  the  la  Batut 
claim  is  at  length  placed  upon  a  footing  to  be  met  and  de- 
cided upon  by  the  court,  which  it  has  been  my  constant 
aim  to  see  eftected ;  and  although  they  write  with  caution 
as  to  any  precise  time  when  a  hnal  and  favorable  decision 
of  the  cause  on  all  its  points  may  be  expected,  their  report 
is  encouraging.  I  can  only  add,  that  nothing  shall  be 
emitted  by  me  when  the  court  recommences,  or  during  the 
vacation,  towards  securing  as  prompt  an  issue  to  the  whole 
proceedings  as  may  be  found  practicable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

KicHARD  Kusn. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State, 


Richard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  October  18,  1837. 

Sir  :  Since  transmitting  the  duplicate  of  my  No.  16, 
nothing  material  has  occurred  for  your  information.  The 
long  autumnal  vacation  has  been  going  on,  and  is  not  yet 
expired.     The  business  of  the  court  of  chancery  has  there- 
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fore  been  at  a  pause,  and  no  further  proceediugs  have  been 
had  in  the  suit  of  the  United  States. 

But  I  have  from  time  to  time  called  upon  the  solicitors, 
and  am  able  to  report  that  they  have  not  been  idle  during 
this  interval.  They  have  been-  employed  in  preparing  an- 
swers to  certain  interrogatories  exhibited  on  the  part  of 
Madame  la  Batut,  with  a  view  to  establish  her  claim;  and 
the  strict  and  careful  inquires  they  have  instituted,  and 
will  continue  to  pursue,  assure  me,  although  no  facts  are 
yet  ripe  for  communication,  that  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  will  be  well  guarded  in  relation  to  it.  The  court 
will  sit  again  next  month,  when  the  steps  which  the  solic- 
itors have  been  taking,  in  anticipation  of  its  recommence- 
ment, will  in  due  time,  I  trust,  be  productive  of  the  proper 
results.  The  claim  in  question  has  been  so  vexatiously 
urged,  that  my  directions  have  been  given  for  the  closest 
scrutiny  into  its  merits  at  all  points. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Hichard  Hush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  October  27,  1837. 

Sir  :  The  court  of  chancery  will  resume  its  sittings  next 
week,  and  I  have  this  week  been  in  conference  with  our 
solicitors,  urging  them  to  act  expeditiously.  Evidence 
obtained  on  the  la  Batut  claim,  and  on  other  points,  now 
only  waits  a  few  forms  to  go  before  the  master,  from  whose 
office  a  report  may  be  anticipated,  as  I  am  confidently  told, 
at  a  day  not  distant  after  the  meeting  of  the  court.  1  trust 
that  this  will  be  the  case,  and  that  the  report  may  be  satis- 
factory. 

At  our  conferences,  the  point  of  a  new  powef  to  me  from 
the  President,  similar  to  my  former  one,  has  been  touched 
upon.  It  is  not  considered  certain  that  one  will  be  required ; 
but  is  deemed  to  be  safest,  I  find,  that  I  should  be  armed 
with  one,  as  the  court  might  possibly  ask  for  it,  in  the 
event  of  a  favorable  decree,  prior  to  the  final  order  for  de- 
livering the  fund  to  the  United  States,  even  should  the 
defendant's  counsel  or  the  Attorney  General  not  raise  the 
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ubjoctiori.  I  will  therefore  ask  tlie  favor  of  euch  a  power; 
uud  as  I  am  at  present  sanguine  in  the  expectation  of  a 
fovorable  aa  well  aa  early  decision,  should  nothing  unforeseen 
ariBC,  its  transmission  as  eoon  as  convenient  after  this  re- 
(jneetgetH  to  band  might  prove  desirable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant. 

filCBARD  !RC8H. 

TLe  Hun.  John  Fousyth,  S>Trckiri/  of  Slate. 


John  IWsijlh  to  Rkhnrd  Mush. 

Department  of  State,  November  IS,  1837. 
8iR:  The  account  heretofore  rendered  by  Mr.  Brent,  our 
*"■"■  in  precaution- 


C'liisul  at  Paris,  for  moneys  expended  by  hii 
arj'  mcaHuree  to  obtain  for  the  United  Stati 
"ty  supjiosed  to  holong  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Smit! 


arj'  mcaHuree  to  obtain  for  the  United  States  certain  prop- 
supjiosed  to  holong  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Smith- 
of  London,  and  which  formed  the  subjoct  of  a  letter  of 


inelractioiis  to  you,  dated  the  17th  of  November  last,  has 
Iwu  again  presented  to  this  Department  for  consideration. 
After  a  proper  examination,  the  President  deems  it  jnst 
that  the  charge  for  the  professional  services  of  Messrs.  Cas- 
twgnet  and  Delagrange  should  be  allowed  and  paid.  You 
Hro  accordingly  authorized  and  requested  to  discharge  Mr. 
Jlrent's  bill  amounting  to  272.25  francs,  without  unneecssiiry 
"filay.  Id  the  final  settlement  of  your  account,  this  item 
pay  be  debited  to  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  if  recovered,  and 
if  not,  to  the  appropriation  for  prosecuting  the  claim  of  the 
Onited  States  to  the  said  legacy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHW  FOBBYTH. 
KiCHARD  HnsH,  Esq.,  &c. 


Richard  Susfi  to  John  Porsyih. 

London,  December  16, 1837. 

8iK :  The  court  of  chaucery  met  on  the  2d  of  last  month, 
Slid  continues  in  ftill  session.  It  was  the  commencement 
of  the  Micliaelmas  term. 

If  I  have  not  written  to  you  since  the   sittings   of  the 
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court  were  resumed,  it  is  because  I  have  had,  heretofore,  no 
special  matter  to  communicate,  although  doing  all  in  my 
power  to  accelerate  the  progress  of  the  suit  committed  to 
my  superintendence,  and  endeavoring  especially  to  hasten 
the  report  of  the  master  on  all  the  matters  referred  to  him 
by  the  court's  decree  of  the  1st  of  February.  I  mentioned 
in  one  of  my  letters  that  there  we^e  upwards  of  eiffht  hun- 
dred suits  in  arrear  in  this  court,  some  of  which  it  might 
have  been  added  involve  in  their  issue  sums  exceeding  in 
amount  the  sum  claimed  by  the  United  States.  From  this 
cause,  which  naturally  overburdens  with  business  the  offices 
of  the  masters,  it  has  in  part  arisen  that  the  master's  report 
in  the  suit  of  the  United  States  has  not  hitherto  been  made. 

But  at  length,  this  week,  it  was  in  readiness  to  ^o  in,  and 
would  have  embraced  among  other  things  a  favorable  report 
on  the  claim  of  Madame  la  Batut,  to  the  amount  of  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  year,  to  be  paid  to  her  out 
of  the  Smithsonian  fund  during  her  life.  It  will  be  seen 
how  large  a  reduction  has  thus  been  effected  of  the  demands 
put  forth  on  her  behalf,  as  my  past  letters  have  made  them 
all  known  to  you.  Our  solicitors  have  rather  a  confident 
opinion  that  there  is  a  prospect  of  disproving  this  demand 
by  further  evidence  yet  attainable  in  France,  and  I  have 
consequently  directed  them  to  take  the  proper  steps  for  pro- 
ciiring  it  with  all  despatch.  It  is  not  believed  that  more 
than  a  month  Will  be  required  for  procuring  it,  and  the 
master's  report  will  be  withheld  in  the  mean  time.  When 
it  arrives,  it  will  be  my  province  to  look  well  to  its  nature 
and  probable  effect,  that  on  the  one  hand  nothing  maj'  be 
lost  to  which  the  United  States  may  seem  justly  entitled, 
and  on  the  other  that  the  great  result  of  the  suit  oe  not  put 
in  jeopardy,  or  injurious  delays  risked,  by  doubtful  contests 
for  fractional  sums. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  \yith  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Jiichard  littsh  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  December  21,  1837. 

oiR :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  on  the  18th  inst.  your  in- 
structions of  the  13th  of  November,  authorizing  and  re- 
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aaesting  me  to  pay  an  account  amounting  to  frs.  272j^5*g^, 
iorwanJted  to  the  Department  by  Mr.  Brent,  our  consul  at 
Paris,  the  subject-matter  of  which  was  formerly  made 
known  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  November,  1836, 
to  which  I  replied  in  my  No.  6,  on  the  9th  of  January  fol- 
lowing;  and  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  on  the  19th  instant  I 
accordingly  remitted  to  Mr.  Brent  the  above  sura,  to  be 
debited,  as  your  letter  indicates,  to  the  Smithsonian  legacy, 
if  recovered,  *  *  *  and  if  not,  to  the  appropriation 
for  prosecuting  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  said 
leeacy. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


John  Forsyth  to  Richard  Btish. 

Department  op  State,  December  27, 1887. 

Sib:  Your  despatches  to  No.  17,  inclusive,  have  been  re- 
ceived. In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your 
lettc^r  of  the  27tn  of  October  last,  and  subsequently  urged 
in  your  private  letter  of  the  31st  of  the  same  month,  I 
transmit  to  you,  enclosed,  a  new  power  from  the  President 
to  provide  for  the  contingency,  which  you  think  probable, 
of  such  instrument  being  demanded  either  by  the  court,  the 
Attorney  General,  or  the  defendant's  counsel. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 

Richard  Bush,  Esq.,  &c. 


Richard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  January  30,  1838. 

Sir  :  I  had  yesterday  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  27th  December,  enclosing  the  President's  renewal  of 
my  power  to  prosecute  the  Smithsonian  claim,  and  receive 
the  money  for  the  United  States  whenever  the  same  may  be 
adjudged.  It  remains  uncertain,  as  intimated  in  my  com- 
munication of  the  27th  of  October,  whether  the  exhibition  of 
the  new  power  will  be  eventually  demanded ;  but  even  if 
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for  the  Speediest  decision  of  the  case  that  may  be  practica- 
ble conaiBteotly  with  justice  to  the  United  Statea,  I  make  no 
ipologjrfor  asldiig  a.  reply  to  these  inqniriea  at  aa  early  a 
1U17  as  may  be  convenient. 

1  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

RrcHARD  Rush. 
To  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgatb. 


Ctarke,  Fj/nmore  ^  Fladgate  to  Richard  Ittish. 

43  Craven-street,  Strand, 

Fibruary  8,  1838. 

Dur  Sir  :  We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
fcwrof  the  3d  instant,  containing  certain  queries  toucliing 
themeiisijrca  which  may  be  adopted  in  respect  of  the  claim 
of  Madame  dc  la  Batut. 

In  reply,  we  beg  to  state  that,  eo  long  as  proceedines  in 
tiw  English  court  of  chancery  are  conducted  as  amicable 
luitB,  when  both  parties  uuito  in  a  wish  to  obtain  the  direc- 
tion of  the  court,  without  unneecflsary  delay,  it  is  a  matter 
of  no  great  difficulty  to  calculate  their  probable  duration; 
bat  circumstances  Bometimea  arise,  even  in  such  suits,  that 
pfpvethe  calculations  fallacious.  When  ouco,  however,  a 
lait  ceases  to  be  eo  conducted,  and  parties  come  in  whose  iu- 
lerwt  It  is  to  throw  impedimenta  in  the  way  of  a  decision, 
8aj  calculation  aa  to  either  delay  or  expense  must  be  n  mut- 
terof  little  better  than  guess.  So  many  unforeseen  points 
ply  arise,  and  the  practice  of  the  courts  afibrds  sucli  facil- 
ities for  a  hostile  parly  to  obstruct  the  course  of  justice, 
*^\  tlw  most  experienced  lawyers  hesitate  before  they 
atlempi  to  give  an  opioiou  upon  the  subject-  If  in  the 
e  do  la  r       ■     "  " 


pfweot  oaae  Madame  (J 


1  Batut'sclaim  befurlhontteisted, 


'Jweuit  will  become  one  to  which  these  observations  apply; 
or  Madame  de  la  Batut  might  perhaps  abandon  the  claim 
now  brought  in,  and  try  to  impede  us  by  filing  an  original 
pill  for  its  establishment.  We  do  not  think  this  likely,  but 
■^"not  impossible. 

Having  said  thus  much,  we  will  proceed  to  answer  the 
qneriea. 

^0  think  that  within  three  months  evidence  might  be 
obtained  of  the  facts  necessary  to  defeat  Madame  de  la 
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for  a  Bpeedy  deciuoD  of  the  caae,  or  m^  inatructiuos  that 
yOQ  will  arge  it  on  with  all  the  expedition  in  yoar  power. 

In  the  hope  that  the  decision  will  be  in  all  things  lavor- 
able,  as  well  as  speedy,  I  remain  your  faithful  and  obedient 
servaot, 

IticHARD  Rush. 

To  Messrs.  Clabkb,  Ftnmobe  &  Fladbatb. 


Biehard  Sush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  February  12, 1838. 
8iB :  The  day  after  my  last  number  was  sent  oft',  I  received 
infomation  from  the  solicitore  that  some  of  the  evidence 

S»«ted  from  France  had  arrived,  bat  that  it  was  not  of 
idity  to  repel  the  claim  of  Madame  de  la  Batut.  From 
aa  much,  however,  as  it  disclosed,  they  pronounced  a  strong 
opiniou  that  if  a  formal  commission  issued  from  the  court, 
evidence  might  finally  be  had  that  would  defeat  it. 

On  fully  weighing  what  they  said,  I  wrote  them  a  note 
on  the  3d  instant,  requesting  answers  to  llie  following 
inquiriea : 

1.  What  would  be  the  probable  expense  of  a  commission  ? 

i  How  much  time  would  be  required  for  its  execution 
Md  mum  ? 

3.  Sappoeing  the  evidence  obtained  under  it  to  be  suffi- 
cient in  their  opioion,  our  counsel's,  and  my  own,  to  defeat 
thodwm:  yet,  as  the  legal  advisers  of  Madame  de  laBatut 
might  not  take  the  same  view  of  it,  and  thence  contest  it. 
*hit  further  delays  might  such  a  turn  in  the  case  become 
the  means  of  producing?    (I  enclosts  a  copy  of  my  note.) 

Ireceived  an  answer  from  them  dated  the  8th,  a  copy  of 
'hich  is  also  enclosed. 

Beferring  specifically  to  ray  inquiries,  it  will  be  s«en — 

1.  That  they  estimate  the  expense  of  a  commission  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

,2.  That  they  think  it  might  be  executed  and  returned 
within  three  months. 

3.  That,  assuming  the  requisite  evidence  to  be  obtained, 
^*r  incline  to  think  the  suit  might  be  wound  np  before  the 
'i^ng  of  the  court  for  the  long  vacation,  (which  means  in 
August  nest;)  but  after  the  mtroductory  observations  of 
tiiQrnote,  which  advert  to  the  unci-rtainty  of  all  previous 
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calculatioQs  aa  to  the  daration  of  suits  in  chancery^ 
leave  me  to  judge  how  far  this  opinion  of  theira  is  tc 
relied  upon ;  and  they  conclude  ivith  an  intimation  that 
case  might,  in  the  end,  be  taken  before  the  House  of  L» 
on  appeal ;  in  which  event  the  delay,  they  add,  woulc 
"very  ^reat." 

I  have  determined,  under  these  circumsUncee,  no 
seek  further  evidence  by  a  commission  to  France  or  ot 
wise  for  defeating  the  claim,  and  accordingly  wrot« 
them,  on  the  9th  instant,  to  proceed  with  all  expeditio 
bringing  the  suit  to  a  close  without  it.  A  copy  of  this  i 
is  also  enclosed.  As  to  bringing  interrogatories  into 
master's  office  for  the  personal  examination  of  Madami 
la  Batut  and  her  husband,  aa  adverted  to  in  the  ana 
from  the  solicitors,  I  say  nothing  of  the  objectionfl  to 
mode  of  getting  at  more  evidence,  the  solicitors  themse 
forestalling  me  by  an  admission  that  they  could  not  he 
tain  of  its  success. 

I  hope  that  the  determination  to  which  I  have  come 
be  approved  as  judicious.     This  claim  has  been  already 
full  scrutiny  and  resistance,  greatly  cut  down  from  its  oi 
nal  injustice  and  extravagance,  as  a  reference  to  my  No. 
of  the    24th   of  last   June,  will   show.     That  it  might 
wholly  defeated  by  going  on  to  pursue  measures  within 
power,  I  incline  to  believe.     The  solicitors  tell  me 
they  think  so  decidedly,  and  their  letter  is  to  the  ai 
effeet.     But  it  is  now  necessary  to  balance  the  advantaj 
be  gained  by  doing  so  against  the  time  and  money  it  wj 
coat.     The  report  in  fiivor  of  the  claimant,  as  the  mg 
has  determined  to  make  itin  the  state  of  the  evidencea 
before  him,  will  not.  by  the  information  I  have  receiveJ 
heretofore  communicated,  be  likely  to  exceed  one  huB 
and  fifty  pounds  a  year,  payable  during  her  life;  to  | 
will  have  to  be  added  a  few  years  of  arrears,  calculafl 
the  basis  of  whatever  may  he  the  precise  amount  of  thcT 
\tv  allowed.    The  claimant,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  abai| 
years  old.     Hence,  supposing  that  measures  ncccss 
the  total  defeat  of  her  claim  occupied  only  anotherl 
month,  it  eeeras  probable  that  the  very  cost  of  ther 
for  going  on  with  them,  added  to  all  uBforeseen.  ¥ 
and  expenses,  might  prove  more  than  Iho^flg^jt] 
That  the  suit  would  be  lengtiwn^ijg' 
by  going  into  the  meaanres j|^ ~ 
be  deemed  a  struineil  f:  " 


UT  in  their  letter,  not  to  dwell  upon  cootingenciea  coming 
within  its  scope  that  might  make  the  time  longer.  Should 
the  aait  reach  the  House  of  Lorda,  for  example,  by  appeal, 
itvoald  not  be  easy  to  assign  a  limit  to  its  duration. 

I  truHt,  therefore,  it  will  he  thought  that  I  exercise  a 
oroper  diacretion,  as  repreaenting  the  IntereBts  of  the  United 
Dtates,ia  determining  not  to  expose  myself  to  any  of  these 
haords,  and  new  ones  that  might  even  chance  to  epring 
oat  of  them  as  time  was  opened  for  their  operation.  It 
Kems  to  me,  conclusively,  that  1  should  henceforth  rather 
ttrive  to  obtain  a  decision  of  their  suit  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble, regardless  of  the  small  and  temporary  dimmution  of 
the  fund,  should  it  be  finally  adjudged  in  their  fovor,  which 
the  foregoing  payments  to  Madame  de  la  Batat  would  occa- 
MOG,  Opposition  has  been  effectively  made  to  the  claim 
op  to  the  point,  it  is  believed,  that  duty  enjoined  and  pru- 
dence would  sanction  ;  to  go  farther  seems  not  reconcilable 
with  the  latter,  under  the  pertain  and  contingent  delays  and 
dangers  I  set  forth. 

Tie  occasion  may  be  a  fit  one  for  remarking,  that  when 
thia  eltim  first  assumed  a  vexatious  aspect  last  summer,  my 
IDunediate  wish  and  suggestions  were  to  get  a  decree  in 
&vor  of  the  United  States  for  the  general  fund,  leaving 
Mch  fiactional  portion  of  it  sub  judicc  as  would  have  been 
rafficient  to  satisfy  the  claim  if  established;  thus  cutting 
ihort  delay  from  this  source,  by  which  this  agency  might 
h»Te  had  the  chance  to  be  closed  the  sooner,  and  the  bulk 
of  tlie  fund  secured  to  the  United  States  at  the  earliest 
pooible  day.  The  last  I  hold  an  object  of  pressing  im- 
portance, encompassed,  as  all  law  suits  more  or  less  are,  (to 
oy  nothing  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  this,)  by  hidden  risks. 
Bat  it  was  part  of  the  vciation  of  the  claim  that  our  legal 
•dvisera  found  the  course  I  desired  to  pui-sue  impraclicame. 
for  the  reason  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  the  solicitors  of 
4<  22d  of  July,  a  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  with  my 
No,  15  on  the  19th  of  August. 

Now  that  this  obstruction  is  removed  from  my  path  by 
^6  determination  I  have  taken  in  regard  to  it,  1  indulge 
the  hope  that  no  new  one  will  be  thrown  across  it ;  and  can 
"ily  repeat  the  assurance,  that  nothing  within  my  power 
shall  be  left  undone  towards  accelerating  the  suit. 


h- 


deeiring,  on  all  public  and  personal  accounts,  (if  I   may 
*P«ak  in  the  latter  sense,)  to  see  it  terminated. 
In  the  continued  hope  that  the  decision,  when  it  comes. 
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may  be  &Torable,  I  have  the  houor  to  remain,  with  great 
respect,  yoar  obedieot  servant, 

^  RiOHABD  Rush. 

The  Hon.  Johzt  Fosbtth,  Secretary  of  Slate. 


S.  Heasanlm  to  John  Forsyth. 

Treabcrt  Depabtmbnt, 
FiTTH  Auditor's  Office,  March  14,  1838. 
Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  niorDing,  I  have  the 
houor  to  inform  you  that  the  amount  of  the  appropriation 
made  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  1,  1836,  for  the  ex- 
penses of  prosecuting  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Smithsonian  legacy,  was  remitted  to  their  bankers  in  Lon- 
don, on  the  16ui  of  the  same  month — $10,000. 

Of  which  Bum  the  aaid  bankers  have  paid  to  the  order  of  Rich- 
ard Rush,  the  agent  appointed  undertbat  act,  from  let  Auguit, 

1886,  to  8l8t  December,  1887 * S8,AW  H 

Applied  ftfl  foUowfl,  viz: 

Agent's  salary  for  one  year,  ending  81st  July,  1837—  $8,000  00 

PersoDal  and  other  expensM  [exceptiog  law  oipentei) 
iamo  period 2,000  00 

Paid  Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate,  solicitors,  at  Loq- 
doD,  for  various  profesiional  services  ia  relation  to 
the  legacy 889  77 

Oredtted  to  Mr.  Rueb  on  accounts  rendered  by  him..  $6,889  77 

At  the  above  rates  of  salary  and  expenses,  the  agent 
wiUbeentitled  to  credit  np  to  31st  December,  1887, 
flictusive  of  law  expenses  for  one  half  year,  ending 

with  that  date 2,600  00 

8,889  77 

lieaviog  a  bftlance,  to  bo  accounted  for  by  bim,  of »     $108  M 


The  balance  remaining  unexpended  by  the  bankers,  of 
the  appropriation  in  question,  on  the  31st  of  December  last, 
was,  as  will  be  perceived  from  the  above  statement, 
»l,506iV5. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

8.  Pleasokton. 

Hod.  John  Forbvih,  Secretary  of  Slate. 
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JRichard  Bush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  March  28, 1838. 

8iK :  Since  the  date  of  my  last  letter,  the  report  of  the 

master  has  been  duly  made,  and  yesterday  it  was  confirmed. 

This  is  a  step  forward  in  the  ease  which  I  am  at  length 

happy  to  announce.    It  is  second  in  importance  only  to  the 

decree  of  the  court  on  the  whole  merits,  and  has  laid  the 

best  foundation  for  speedily  obtaining  that  decree. 

The  precise  sum  that  the  report  allows  to  Madame  do  hi 
Batatis  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  and  nine  shillings,  to 
be  paid  to  her  annually  during  her  life,  with  a  payment  of 
arrears,  to  be  calculated  on  this  basis,  from  some  period  in 
1834;  the  exact  date  of  which  I  have  not  at  this  moment, 
tut  will  mention  when  I  next  write. 

The  court  takes  a  recess  next  week  for  the  Easter  holi- 
days; these  will  last  until  the  17th  or  20th  of  April.  The 
case  will  bo  set  down  for  another  hearing  before  the  court 
at  as  early  a  day  as  I  can*  command  after  it  re-assembles. 
A  decree,  I  am  informed,  will  be  pronounced  after  this 
hearing  on  all  the  facts  as  settled  by  the  master — a  favorable 
one,  as  I  hope,  for  the  United  States. 

By  the  determination  I  took  respecting  the  claim  of  Ma- 
dame de  la  Batut,  as  announced  in  my  last,  her  professional 
advisers,  knowing  that  she  can  now  get  no  more  than  the 
Import  allows  her,  are  interested  in  co-operating  with  me 
towards  a  prompt  decision,  instead  of  resorting  to  adverse 

Eroceedings  to  prolong  or  thwart  it — a  course  which  they 
ave  been  more  or  less  pursuing  hitherto. 

On  better  grounds  than  ever  I  think  I  may,  therefore, 
flatter  myself  that  the  case  approaches  its  conclusion;  and 
I  will  only  add  that  its  remaining  stages  shall  be  watched 
by  me  with  a  care  proportioned  to  the  auspicious  results 
that  I  believe  to  be  near  at  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
fi^nt  servant,  Richard  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Richard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth, 

London,  April  24,  1838. 

jISm  oourt  re-assembled  last  week,  since  which  I 
tjWog  8^U  that  is  practicable,  by  personal  calls 
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upon  the  solicitors  and  otherwise,  to  urge  on  the  ease :  and 
shall  continue  this  course. 

Judging  by  all  they  say  to  me,  and  my  own  knowledge 
of  the  present  situation  of  the  case,  I  have  a  confident  and, 
I  trust,  well-founded  belief  that  May  will  not  elapse  with- 
out its  being  brought  to  a  hearing. 

Referring  to  my  No.  22, 1  now  beg  leave  to  state  that  the 
22d  of  September,  1834,  is  the  date  from  which  the  annuity 
allowed  by  the  master's  report  to  Madame  de  la  Batut  was 
to  commence;  and  that  the  arrears  to  be  paid  to  her, in  the 
event  of  a  decision  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  were  to  be 
computed  from  that  time  to  the  22d  of  March  last.  This 
makes  three  years  and  six  months,  so  that  the  sum  due  on 
an  annuity  of  £150  95.  would  be  £526  Us.  6d. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Richard  Bush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  May  3, 1888. 

Sir  :  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  confidence  expressed  m 
my  last  that  a  hearing  of  the  case  was  near  at  hand  has  been 
justified,  even  sooner  than  I  expected,  for  it  was  heard  on 
the  1st  of  this  month,  and  I  am  now  to  have  the  honor  of 
reporting  to  you  the  nature  of  the  hearing. 
.  Mr.  Pemberton,  our  leading  counsel,  rose,  and  after  re- 
capitulating the  general  nature  of  the  case,  as  formerly 
heard  by  the  court,  proceeded  to  state  that  the  reference  to 
the  master  as  ordered  by  the  decree  in  February,  1837,  had 
duly  taken  place,  and  that  all  the  requisite  evidence  had 
been  obtained  in  England  and  from  Italy  and  France,  as  to 
the  facts  on  the  happening  of  which  the  United  States  were 
to  become  entitled  to  the  fund  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Smithson 
for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  his  will.  These  facts  I  need 
not  here  repeat,  being  already  set  forth  specially  in  my  No. 
9,  of  the  25th  of  March,  1837. 

Overlooking  a  volume  of  matter  merely  technical  in  the 
evidence  and  report,  or  now  become  immaterial  to  the  main 
points,  it  will  be  suflicient  to  bay  that  it  was  satisfactorily 
established  by  the  former  that  Henry  James  Ilungerford, 
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named  in  the  pleadings,  was  dead ;  that  he  died  at  Pisa,  in 

the  summer  of  1835 ;  that  he  was  not  married  at  the  time 

of  his  death,  nor  at  any  time ;  and  that  he  died  childless. 

It  was  not  foand  how  old  he  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  ; 

nor  18  that  material  to  any  of  the  issues.     As  to  John  Fitall^ 

it  was  found  that  he  died  in  London,  in  June,  1834 ;  and  as 

to  Madame  de  la  Batut,  the  mother  of  Henry  James  Hun- 

gerford,  the  master,  on  the  evidence  before  him,  found  her 

to  have  a  claim  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Smithson  to  the 

amoQQt  of  one  hundred  and  fifly  pounds  and  nine  shillings 

a  year,  payable  as  long  as  she  lives,  and  for  the  arrears  of 

this  annual  allowance  from  the  22d  of  September,  1834,  to 

the  23d  of  last  March. 

The  establishment  of  all  the  foregoing  facts  will  be  found 
to  meet  the  essential  inquiries  to  which  the  master's  atten- 
tion was  directed  by  the  court's  first  decree,  as  reported  in 
my  No.  9.  Mr.  Smithson's  will  having  provided,  among 
otner  things,  that  on  the  death  of  his  nephew,  Henry  James 
HuD|[erford,  "  without  leaving  child  or  children,"  the  whole 
•of  his  property  should  go  to  the  United  States;  and  this 

|)riaiary  fact  being  now  incontestably  established  in  due  and 
egal  form  under  the  authority  of  the  court,  and  all  other 
proof  required  by  the  pleadings  obtained,  Mr.  Pemberton 
asked  for  a  decree  declaring  the  United  States  entitled  to 
Ae property.  The  representative  of  the  attorney  general, 
who  was  present  in  court,  said  that  he  believed  everything 
had  been  established,  as  stated,  and  that  the  rules  relating 
to  public  charities,  as  applicable  to  this  case,  calling  for  no 
objection  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  none  would  be  inter- 
pwed— a  course  that  falls  in  with  what  was  said  by  the  same 
officer  on  the  occasion  of  the  first  decree,  as  reported  in  my 
No.  7. 

The  counsel  of  the  defendants,  Messieurs  Drummond, 
^greed  also  to  what  was  stated,  and  had  nothing  to  allege 
in  opposition  to  the  claim  of  the  United  States. 

The  counsel  of  Madame  de  la  Batut  were  also  content ; 
the  course  I  took,  as  made  known  in  my  No.  21,  having  put 
an  end  to  opposition  from  that  quarter. 

All  essential  facts  being  at  leuffth  fully  and  formally  es- 
tablished, and  opposition  from  all  quarters  quieted  by  the 
measures  I  have  directed,  there  seemed  no  reason  why  a 
decree  in  favor  of  the  United  States  should  not  at  once  be 
pronounced ;  but  Mr.  Pemberton  having  stated  that,  in  the 
cod,  a  petition  would  have  to  be  presented  for  a  transfer  of 
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the  fund  to  nie,  as  representing  the  United  States,  the  mas- 
ter of  the  rolls  said  that  he  would  pause  upon  his  final 
decision  until  that  petition  was  presented. 

It  is  thus  that  the  case  now  stands.  It  will  come  on 
again  one  day  next  week,  and  I  have  every  ground  for  be- 
lieving that  my  next  communication  will  inform  you  of  a 
decree  having  passed  declaring  the  United  States  entitled 
to  the  fund. 

Should  the  forms  of  chancery  require  any  authentication 
of  my  power  to  receive  the  fund  that  Mr.  Stevenson  can 
give,  he  will  be  ready,  at  any  moment,  to  ^ive  it,  as  he  has 
assured  me;  and  should  his  important  aid  be  otherwise 
needed  in  anyway  before  the  suit  is  closed,  I  shall  not  scru- 
ple to  call  upon  him,  knowing  how  zealously  he  would 
afford  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

RicHABD  Rush. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Richard  Bush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  May  12, 1888. 

Sir:  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  announcing  to  you,  for 
the  President's  information,  that  the  case  came  on  to  be 
heard  again  on  the  9th  instant,  when  a  decree  was  solemnly 
pronounced,  adjudging  the  Smithsonian  bequest  to  the 
United  States. 

Both  my  powers  had  been  previously  lodged  with  the 
court — not  one  only,  as  stated  in  newspaper  reports  of  the 
case ;  and  no  question  was  n\ised  as  to  my  full  authority  to 
receive  the  money  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  without 
calling  for  any  further  authentication  of  my  powers. 

The  suit  is  therefore  ended  without  fear  of  more  delays ; 
nothing  but  a  few  forms  remaining  to  put  me  in  actual  pos- 
session of  the  fund.  These,  I  have  the  hope,  may  be  com- 
pleted within  the  present  month. 

The  fund  is  invested  in  the  stocks  of  this  country,  of 
which  I  shall,  in  due  time,  have  an  exact  account.  The 
lari^peet  portion  is  in  the  three  per  cent,  annuities.  The 
entire  aggre«te  amounts  to  fully  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds;  and  tlua,  Mooirdiog  to  my  present  information, 
ezclomve  of  abovlftve  ^bowMund  poonds  to  be  reserved  by 
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the  court  to  meet  the  annual  charge  in  favor  of  Madame  la 
Batut  during  her  life ;  the  sum  producing  it  to  revert  to  the 
United  States  when  she  dies. 

As  soon  as  the  decree  is  formally  made  up,  the  account- 
ttit  general  of  the  court  will  transfer  all  the  stock  to  me» 
under  its  sanctiGu,  except  the  small  sum  to  be  reserved  as 
liboTe. 

Having  no  special  instructions  as  to  what  I  am  to  do  with 
it,  my  present  intention  is  to  sell  the  whole,  at  the  best  time 
«nd  for  the  best  prices  to  be  commanded,  and  bring  it  over 
in  gold  for  delivery  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
in  fiilfilment  of 'the  trust  with  which  I  am  charged.  But  I 
will  reflect  further  upon  the  mode  of  bringing  it  home, 
wid  adopt  that  which,  under  all  circumstances,  may  seem 
best 

The  result  I  announce  will,  I  trust,  justify,  in  the  Presi- 
dent's eyes,  the  determination  I  took  to  let  the  allowance 
made  to  Madame  la  Batut  hj  the  master's  report  stand 
without  attempting  to  overset  it,  whatever  might  have  been 
the  prospect  or  assurance  of  ultimate  success.     The  longer 
Jesuit  lasted,  the  greater  were  the  risks  to  which  it  was 
exposed.    A  large  sum  of  money,  the  whole  mentioned 
*bove,  was  to  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  unless  au  heir  could 
be  found  to  a  wandering  young  Englishman,  who  had  died 
w  Italy  at  eight  or  nine  and  twenty,*  and  whose  mother, 
never  lawftillv  married,  still  lives  in  France.     Here  was 
bwis  enough  for  the  artful  and  dishonest  to  fabricate  stories 
<>f  heirship,  on  allegations  of  this  young  Englishman  hav- 
ing been  married.     That  fact  assumed,  the  main  stumbling- 
block  to  their  devices  would  have  disappeared.     Fabrica- 
tions to  this  effect  might  have  been   made  to  wear  the 
fi^mblance  of  truth  by  offers  in  the  market  of  perjury  of 
Italy,  France,   and  England — incidents   like  these  being 
feniiliar  to  history,  whether  we  take  public  aimals,  or  those 
pf  families;  and  although  the  combinations,  however  craft- 
ily set  on  foot,  might  have  been  defeated  in  the  end,  it  is 
^asy  to  perceive  that  time  and  expense  would  have  been 
wquired  to  defeat  them.     The  possibility  of  their  being 
formed  (never  to  be  regarded  as  very  remote  while  the  suit 
remained  open)  made  it  my  first  anxiety,  as  it  was  always 
^y  first  duty,  to  have  it  decided  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to 

^Beliered  to  be  the  age  of  Henry  James  Hungerford,  though  Dot  found 
^  tl»  master's  report. 
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tako  core  even  that  it  moved  on  during  its  pendency  with 
no  more  of  publiaity  to  its  peculiar  circumstances  than 
could  be  avoided.  I  trust  that  both  these  feelings  have 
boon  disoerniblo  in  the  general  current  of  my  letters  to 
you,  reporting  all  the  steps  I  have  taken  in  it  irom  my  first 
arrival. 

Need  I  add,  as  a  further  incentive  to  despatch,  had  further 
boon  wanting,  that  events  bearing  unfavorably  upon  the 
publio  afluirs  of  this  country,  above  all  upon  the  harmony 
or  stability  of  its  foreign  relations,  woald  not  have  failed  to 
operate  inauspiciously  upon  the  suit,  if  in  nothing  else,  by 
causing  stuoks  to  tall.  They  did  begin  to  fall  on  the  lirst 
news  of  tho  rebellion  in  Canada,  not  recovering  until  the 
aci'ounta  of  ita  suppression  arrived.  The  case  la  now  be- 
yond tho  roAch  ot  accident,  whether  from  political  causes, 
or  oUiore  inherent  in  its  nature ;  and  that  its  final  decision 
thuB  early  has  been  brought  about  by  the  course  adopted 
in  Fobruary,  I  am  no  longer  permitted  to  doubt.  £!aTti/ 
may  at  first  soem  a  word  little  applicable,  after  one  entire 
yoar  and  the  best  part  of  a  second  have  been  devoted  to 
g^ttiiij;  tho  deoisiou ;  but  when  the  proverbial  delays  of 
vhauccr>'  ar«  contudeTod,  ^and  thev  could  hardly  have  be- 
como  a  proverb  without  some  ioundation,)  it  may  not, 
porliaj^  be  tliougbt  wholly  out  of  plaoe.  Althongh  neither 
tho  wniisol  nor  ^ilioitors  gave  their  previous  advice  to  the 
ovtur^.  it  Wing  a  point  of  conduct  for  my  decision  rather 
than  v^f  law  for  thoir^  it  is  rel  $ati$£)ctorr  to  be  able  to 
»ta(o  that  ihov  approved  it  aAorwanl&  They  ri>gai\led  it 
as  b<»t  e\^«*ult"ing  iho  tnteivsis  of  the  United  rotates,  on  every 
Ixt^vihI  view  of  a  i"*;*  where  a  crvat  moral  object,  higher 
Umu\  tho  (wuniary  one,  was  at  stake,  enhancing  the  motives 
Kxr  rv«*'UiHj;  it,  at  the  e«riie*t  fit  mv-«meni,  Irvm  all  the  un- 
aw^dablo  risk*  »nd  unoert*inii<.i#  ot  the  fiiturv.  A  foTtoight 
ba»  uvM  ela^^ed  since  il  was  satid  in  the  Uoa$e  of  Commonfi 
by  ait  able  member  that  "  a  v-haiuvry  suit  vras  a  ihioz  that 
nujrlil  Wiirtn  with  a  mau's  Ule  an^f  its  tenuiastiooDelus 

On  t!ie  wheie,  I  a«k  looive  ^^  xn'wsW'J****  '^  President 
and  ^x^urM^i"  <,"«  :h«  rc«»U,  A  f«tl  t^'  ^:i)or  int<««st  and 
tlijj:«i)ty  h*»  nuK^T,  f<riu(«^  Wen  K^m«  ibe  iribciuus  oi  a 
iiM(K<«.  If  rite  R«M  <ffM«J  kn-  ^  »MCMerV  will  bs  mn- 
eeMl^tly  <*m«<iU«»«C^^nMe«fi«trt»»Alt^^$bixn  of 
0.«^!VM«<  Wmw<w  «m^  Amt  «•  ^*  Cmh4  SUK»wd  to  tiM 


SMITHSONIAN   BBQ0£ST.  61 

sBendy  and  gradually  throughout  time,  yet  operating  not 
the  less  effectually.  Not  to  speak  of  the  inappreciable 
falne  of  letters  to  individual  and  social  man,  the  monu- 
ments which  they  raise  to  a  nation's  glory  often  last  when 
others  perish,  and  seem  especially  appropnate  to  the  glory 
of  a  republic  whose  foundations  are  laid  in  the  presumed 
intelligence  of  its  citizens,  and  can  only  be  strengthened  and 
perpetnated  as  that  improves.  May  I  also  claim  to  share 
in  the  pleasure  that  attends  on  relieved  anxiety  now  that 
the  suit  is  ended  ? 

I  have  made  inquiries  from  time  to  time,  in  the  hope  of 
finding  out  something  of  the  man,  personally  a  stranger  to 
onr  people,  who  has  sought  to  benefit  distant  ages  by  found- 
ing, in  the  capital  of  the  American  Union,  an  institution 
(to  describe  it  in  his  own  simple  and  comprehensive  lan- 
gaage)  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
AMOHo  MEN.  I  have  not  heard  a  great  deal.  What  1  have 
heard  and  may  confide  in  amounts  to  this :  That  he  was,  in 
^  the  natural  son  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland ;  that 
his  mother  was  a  Mrs.  Macie-,  of  an  ancient  family  in  Wilt- 
shire of  the  name  of  Hungerford ;  that  he  was  educated  at 
Oxford,  where  he  took  an  honorary  degree  in  1786 ;  that 
he  went  under  the  name  of  James  Lewis  Macie  until  a  few 
years  after  he  had  left  the  universitA%  when  he  took  that  of 
onjithson,  ever  after  signing  only  James  Smithson,  as  in  his 
^'ill;  that  he  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  fixed  home, 
living  in  lodgings  when  in  London,  and  occasionally  staying 
^year  or  two  at  a  time  in  cities  on  the  continent,  as  Paris, 
^rlin,  Florence,  Genoa,  at  which  last  he  died;  and  that 
fte  ample  provision  made  for  him  by  the  Duke  of  North- 
umberland, with  retired  and  simple  habits,  enabled  him  to 
^CQtnulate  the  fortune  which  now  passes  to  the  United 
States.  1  have  inquired  if  his  political  opinions  or  bias 
^cre  supposed  to  be  of  a  nature  that  led  him  to  select  the 
United  States  as  the  great  trustee  of  his  enlarged  and  phil- 
anthropic views.  The  reply  has  been,  that  his  opinions,  as 
ftr  as  known  or  inferred,  were  thought  to  favor  monarch- 
ical rather  than  popular  institutions  ;  but  that  he  interested 
himself  little  in  questions  of  government,  being  devoted  to 
science,  and  chiefly  chemistry ;  that  this  had  introduced 
Wm  to  the  society  of  Cavendish,  WoUaston,  and  others 
^vantageously  known  to  the  Uoyal  Society  in  London,  of 
which  body  he  was  a  member,  and  to  the  archives  of  which 
he  made  contributions ;  and  thot  he  also  became  acquainted, 
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through  his  vieite  to  the  continent,  with  eminent  chemists 
in  France,  Italy,  and  Giermany.  Finally,  that  he  was  a 
gentleman  of  feeble  health,  but  always  of  courteous  thoogb 
reserved  manners  and  conversation. 

Such  I  learn  to  have  been  some  of  the  characteristics  of 
the  man  whom  generations  to  come  may  see  cuaaa  to  bless, 
and  whose  will  may  enrol  bis  namo  with  the  bcncfectors  of 
mankind. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient aervaot, 

RicHAKD  Rush. 

The  Hon.  JoHH  Fobbtth,  Secretary  of  Slate. 


m  CHANCERY,  MAY  12,  1838. 
Phmidbst  of  the  Unitei.  States,  "i  ^^^  ^„  ^„^,^  ^^ 
Drummokd.  j      "■"""■ 


AT  THE  ROLLS,  - 


-,  Maaier  of  the  JtolU—£S  10s.— 76. 


Saturday,  tiie  I2th  day  of 
May,  in  the  first  year  of  the 
reign  of  her  Majesty  Queen 
Victoria,  1838. 


Between  the  President  of  the 

United  St.atee  of  America, 

plaintiff, 

and 
Charles  Drummond  and  her 

Majesty's  Attorney  General, 

defendants. 

This  cause  coming  on  the  Ist  day  of  February,  1837,  to 
be  heard  and  debated  before  the  right  honorable  the  master 
of  the  rolls,  in  the  presence  of  couiiaol  learned  on  both 
sides,  his  lordship  did  order  that  the  plaintiff's  bill  should 
be  amended,  by  stating  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in  the 
year  1836 ;  and  the  said  bill  being  amended  in  court  accord- 
ingly, upon  hearing  the  same  act  of  Congrotis,  and  ulso  the 
power  of  attorney  granted  to  Richard  Hush,  Esq.,  men. 
tioned  in  the  said  bill  as  amended,  read,  bis  lordship  did 
order  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  "IJH^fJftJff^^'^JP"'  ^^^^ 
cause  of  Hungerford  m.  Dn 
carry  on  the  account  diw 
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of  December,  1829;  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  said 
i&aster  shoald  inquire  whether  John  Fitall,  in  the  pleadiags 
of  th\8  cause  named,  was  living  or  dead  ;  and  if  the  said 
loaeter  ehoald  find  that  the  said  John  Fitall  was  dead,  then 
H  «aa  ordered  that  he  should  inquire  and  state  when  he 
£ed.  And  it  waa  ordered  that  the  said  master  should 
inquire  whether  Henry  James  Hungerford,  in  tbo  pleadings 
ftuo  named,  was  living  or  dead ;  and  if  the  said  master 
should  find  that  the  said  Henry  James  Hungerford  was 
dead,  then  it  was  ordered  that  he  should  inquire  and  state 
vhen  he  died,  and  whether  he  was  married  or  unmarried  at 
the  time  of  his  decease ;  and  if  married,  whether  he  left 
Uy,and  what,  children  or  child  him  surviving;  and  the 
uid  master  was  to  inquire  and  state  the  ages  of  such  chil- 
dren, respectively,  if  more  than  one.  And  it  was  ordered 
tbiti  the  Batd  master  should  inquire  and  state  to  the  court 
vhether  Madame  de  la  Batut  had  any  claim  on  the  said 
testator  Smithson's  estate ;  and,  for  the  better  discovery  of 
the  matters  aforesaid,  the  usual  directions  were  given,  and 
hii  lordship  did  reserve  the  consideration  of  all  further 
^ifectioQe,  and  of  the  costs  of  this  suit,  until  after  the  said 
muter  should  have  made  his  report.  That,  in  pursuance  of 
tbe  said  decree,  the  said  master  made  his  report,  dated  the 
23d  day  of  March,  1838,  which  stands  absolutely  confirmed 
bysn  order  dated  the  27th  day  of  March,  1838,  and  thereby. 
eertified  he  found  that  the  sura  of  £53  7s.  6d.  was  justly 
doe  and  owing  to  Messrs.  Thomas  Clarke  &  Co.,  the  solici- 
tors for  the  defendant  Charles  Drummond,  from  the  estate 
of  the  said  testator;  and  he  found  that  the  said  John  Fitall 
*tt  dead,  and  that  he  died  at  Bush  house,  Wanstead,  in 
the  county  of  Essex,  on  the  14th  day  of  .June,  1834;  and 
he  found  that  the  said  Henry  James  Hungerford  assumed 
the  name  of  De  la  Batut,  ana  was  known  as  Baron  Eunice 
do  la  Batut  and  died  at  the  Royal  hotel,  called  the  Donzellc, 
Mtaate  at  Pisa,  on  or  about  the  5th  day  of  June,  1835, 
Jftohout  ever  having  been  married,  and  without  leaving  any 
J'We.  And  the  said  master  certified  that  he  was  of  opin- 
WBWid  did  find  that  the  said  Mary  Ann  de  la  Batut,  in  her 
.  fight,  Wiis  eiititlcil  to  a  claim  on  the  estate  of  the  said  tes- 
pWor,  James  Sraithson,  for  an  interest  during  the  life  of 
g^ftegaid  Mary  Ann  de  la  Batut,  in  a  moiety  of  the  annual 
^^poroe  or  sum  of  7,673  livres  de  rentes,  in  the  report  mcn- 
^•dt  amoanting  in  value  to  the  annual  sum  of  ^150  9^. 
"  "ng  money  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  calculated  at 
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tbc  curreut  rato  of  exchange  in  t,he  city  of  London,  oa  the 
8th  day  of  Uarcb,  1838;  and  he  found  that  the  income 
arising  from  the  said  French  stocli  or  fund,  called  livres  de 
rentes,  was  payable  and  paid  half-yearly  by  the  {"rench 
Government,  on  or  about  the  22d  day  of  March  and  the 
22d  day  of  September  in  each  year ;  and  he  also  found  that 
there  was  due  and  owing  to  the  said  Mary  Ann  do  la  Batut, 
(or  the  Sfud  Theodore  de  la  Batut,  in  her  right,}  from  the 
estate  of  the  said  testator,  James  Smithson,  the  sum  of 
13,427  franca  75  centimee,  for  arrears  of  the  said  annuity, 
from  the  22d  day  of  September,  1834,  to  the  22d  day  of 
March,  1838,  amounting  in  value  to  £526  lis.  6d.,  sterling, 
money  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  calculated  at  the  cur- 
rent rate  of  exchange  in  the  said  city  of  London,  as  afore- 
said; and  he  found  that  the  annual  income  or  annuity  to 
which  the  said  Mary  Ann  dc  la  Batut  (or  the  said  Theodore 
de  la  Batut,  in  her  right)  was  entitled  for  her  life  out  of  the 
estate  of  the  said  testator,  James  Smithson,  amounting  to 
£150  9a.  sterling  money  of  Great  Britaiii  and  Ireland  as 
aforesaid.     And  whereas  the  above  named  plaintiff  aud 
Richard  Rush  did,  on  the  8d  day  of  May,  1838,  prefer  their 
petition  unto  the  right  honorable  the  master  of  the  rolls, 
setting  forth  as  therein  set  forth,  and  praying  that  the  rem- 
due  of  the  several  stocks,  funds,  and  securities,  and  conh, 
respectively,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  accountant  general 
of  this  court,  in  trust  in  the  cause  of  Ilungerford  rs.  Drum- 
mond,  and  in  trust  in  this  cause,  which  shouid  remain  after 
providing  for  and  satisfying  the  annual  and  other  payments 
directed  by  the  will  of  the  caid  testator,  and  the  costs  and 
charges  to  which  the  estate  of  the  said  testator  had  haen        ' 
rendered  liable  by  virtue  of  the  several  proceedings  an^^^- 
measures  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  might  be  respectively-^ 
transferred,  (the  amount  thereof  to  be  verified  by  affidavit.;-^^ 
in  the  books  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
England,  and  paid  to  the  petitioner,  Kichard  Rush ;  aL^       ^ 
that  the  boxes  and  packages  mentioned  in  the  said  maat^^^^j- 
report  might  be  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  petitioi^j^^ 
Richard  Rush.     Whereupon  all   parties  concerned  Vi^^^ten 
ordered  to  attend  his  lordship  on  tho  matter  of  th^  ^^ve 
petition,  whun  tliia  cause  should  coino  on  to  \k  Iwav*        *'^" 
nirther  directions;  and  tliis  cause  comin;:;  on    t\i'is  Iv-w^^'  ^ 
day  to  be  heard  before  the  right  honorable  llxt^  I'^iVfc,  ^^®^ 
tho  rolls  for  fiirther  directions  on  the  said  rix.'otf'ftt"'    *°*'  '1 
report,  and  as  to  the  measure  (^  9^&J°BarT«i^^\<tit,^|^  siud| 
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dwrfcc,  in  the  presence  of  counsel  Icunied  on  botti  siJps; 
u|»ri  opening  and  debate  of  the  measure,  and  hearing  tlie 
aid  decree,  the  said  report,  the  said  order  dated  the  27th 
day  of  March,  the  said  petition,  and  the  accountant  gen- 
eral's certificates  read,  and  what  was  alleged  by  the  coun- 
sel on  all  Bides,  hie  lordship  doth  dcdare  that  the  plaintiff 
iaeDtitled  to  the  residue  of  the  several  stocks,  and  securi- 
ties, and  cash,  respectively,  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
Kconntnnt  general  of  this  court,  in  trust  in  this  cause,  and 
»1bo  In  trust  in  a  certain  other  cause  of  Ilungorfurd  against 
Dntmaond,  in  the  master's  report  mentioned,  and  the  other 
proporty  of  James  Smithson,  the  testator,  in  the  pleadings 
in  tliis  cause  named,  after  providing  for  the  payment  licre- 
inifter  directed  ;  and  it  is  ordered  that  tl'ie  sixty-two 
thoaaand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  pounds  nineteen 
iWllinge  aad  two  pence  bank  three  pounds  per  cent,  annui- 
ti«,  twelve  thousand  pounds  reduced  annuities,  and  sixteen 
thousand  one  hundred  pounds  Ijank  stock,  respectively, 
■  of  the  said  accountant  general. 


the  name  < 
trust  ill  the  cause  of  Ilungorford  vs.  Drumnioud,  iind  the 
wm  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-live  pounds 
twoBhillings  cash  in  Iho  hank,  remaining  on  the  credit  of  the 
ttid  cause,  be  respectively  carried  over  in  trust  in  and  to 
the  credit  of  this  cause;  and  the  said  accountant  general  is 
to  declare  the  trust  of  the  said  several  sums  of  stock, 
accordingly,  subject  to  the  further  order  of  this  Courfc;  and 
out  of  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
MVentj'-five  pounds  two  shillings  cash,  when  so  carried  over, 
ind  tlic  sum  of  two  hundred  and  four  pounds  six  shillings 
snd  eig;ht  pence  cash  in  the  bank,  on  the  credit  of  Ibis 
<aiiie,  it  is  ordered  that  the  sum  of  iifty-three  pounds  seven 
shillings  and  six  pence  be  paid  to  Mr.  'I'homas  George  Fvn- 
morc;  and  thereout,  also,  it  is  ordered  that  the  sum  of  five 
hondred  and  twenty-six  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  six 
pUDfC  be  carried  over,  with  the  privity  of  the  said  account- 
wt  general,  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  this  cause,  to  an 
Sccoaut  to  be  entitled  "  The  account  of  the  annuitant  Mary 
Anil  de  la  Batut;"  and  thereont,  also,  it  is  ordered  that 
jheiam  of  twenty-five  pounds  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Klizahcth 
Klall,  (as  executrix  of  John  Fitall,  deceased ;)  and  it  is 
ordered  that  it  be  referred  to  the  master  to  whom  this  cause 
1»nda  referred,  to  tax  all  parties  their  costs  of  this  suit, 
*nd  relating  thereto,  pr:>perly  incurred;  the  costs  of  the 
plrintiff,  and  of  the  defendant  Charles  Drummond,  to  be 
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taxed  as  between  solicitor  and  client;  and  it  is  ordered  that 
the  amount  of  such  costs,  when  taxed,  be  paid  out  of  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  pounds  nine  shill- 
ings and  eight  pence  cash,  which  will  then  be  remaining  on 
the  credit  of  this  cause,  after  the  several  before  mentioned 
payments,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say :  the  costs  of 
the  said  plaintiff  to  Mr.  Thomas  Clarke,  his  solicitor ;  and 
the  costs  of  the  defendant  Charles  Drummond  to  Mr.  Thom- 
as George  Pynraore,  his  solicitor ;  and  the  costs  of  her  Maj- 
esty's attorney  general,  to  Mr.  George  Maule,  her  solicitor. 
It  is  ordered  that  five  thousand  and  fifteen  pounds  bank 
three  pounds  per  cent,  annuities,  part  of  the  six  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  seven 
pence,  like  annuities,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  said  ac- 
countant general,  in  trust  in  this  cause,  and  any  interest 
which  may  accrue  on  the  said  sum  of  five  thousand  and 
fifteen  pounds  bank  three  pounds  per  cent,  annuities,  pre- 
vious to  tlie  carrying  over  hereby  directed,  be,  in  like  man- 
ner, carried  over  in  trust,  in  this  cause,  to  the  separate  ac- 
count of  Mary  Ann  de  la  Batut,  entitled  "  The  account  of 
the  annuitant  Mary  Ann  de  la  Batut,"  and  the  said  account- 
ant general  is  to  declare  the  trust  thereof  accordingly,  sub- 
ject to  the  ftirther  order  of  this  court.  And  it  is  ordered 
that  the  interest  and  dividends  thereof,  which  shall  accrue 
during  the  life  of  the  said  Mary  Ann  de  la  Batut,  be  paid 
to  her  during  her  life,  or  until  the  further  order  of  this 
court,  for  her  separate  use,  and  on  her  sole  receipt,  by  equal 
half-yearly  payments,  on  the  22d  day  of  September  and  the 
22d  day  of  March  in  every  year;  the  first  payment  thereof 
to  be  made  on  the  22d  day  of  September  next.  And  it  is 
ordered  that  the  said  sixty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirtj'-nine  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  two  pence  bank 
three  pounds  per  cent,  annuities,  twelve  thousand  pounds 
reduced  annuities,  and  sixteen  thousand  one  hundred  pounds 
bank  stock,  when  so  respectively  carried  over,  and  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds  nineteen 
shillings  and  seven  pence  three  pounds  per  cent,  annuities, 
residue  of  the  said  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten 
pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  seven  pence,  like  annuities, 
after  such  carrying  over  of  part  thereof  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
residue  of  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  three  Imndrcd  and 
sixty-four  pounds  nine  shillings  and  eight  pence  cash,  after 
the  payments  thereout  hereinbefore  directed,  (the  amount 
of  such   residue  to  he  verified  bv  affidavit,)  he  transferred 
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mi  pud  to  Mr.  Richard  Rush,  in  the  plaintiff'B  bill  named. 
Aod  it  is  ordered  that  the  boxes  and  packages  ia  the  mas- 
ter's report  of  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  .lone  one  thousand 
sigbt  hundred  and  thirty-one,  in  the  said  cause  of  Hanger- 
fori  ce.  Drnmmond  mentioned,  be  delivered  into  the  cus- 
tody of  the  said  Richard  Rush,  as  attorney  or  otherwise  for 
the  plaintiff;  and,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  said  ac- 
coQDtiiat  general  is  to  draw  on  the  bank,  according  to  the 
form  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Parliament,  and  the  general 
roles  aud  orders  of  this  court  in  that  case  made  and  pro- 
vided;'and  any  of  the  parties  are  to  be  at  liberty  to  apply 
to  this  court  as  they  may  be  advised.  H.  U. 

Entered  :         E.  R. 


Skhard  Rush  to  Clarke,  Pynmore  ^  Fladgate. 

May  31,  1838. 
QiRTLBMEN :  I  need  scarcely  again  make  known  to  you 
wtat  I  have  so  frequently  urged  in  person  since  the  decision 
on  tbe  9tb  instant,  viz  ;  my  anxiety  to  have  the  necessary 
docnment  from  the  proper  otBee  of  the  court,  by  which  the 
fimiclisonian  fund  adjudged  to  the  United  States  may  be  placed 
at  my  disposal.  But,  whatever  the  past  obstacles  which  you 
nuy  not  have  been  able  to  prevent,  I  mast  ask  tbe  favor 
of  yonr  renewed  and  best  exertions  for  causing  me  to  be  put 
in  poeaesaiou  of  it  at  the  earliest  possible  day ;  the  more  so, 
Sswe  are  now  at  the  end  of  the  month,  and  my  being  in- 
VBtcd  with  the  requisite  authority  is  an  indispensable  pre- 
liffiiuary  to  arrangements  for  Belling  tbe  stock  ailvauta- 

risly  in  June,  prior  to  my  embarkation  with  the  fund  for 
United  States.     Your  past  attention   to  the  ease  is  a 
pledge  to  me  that  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  fulfil 
my  wishes ;  in  which  assurance  I  remain. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

RiOHAKD  Rttsu. 
To  Clabkb,  FyitMORB  &  Fladgate. 


Richard  Rush  to  John  Forsi/ik. 

London,  June  5, 1838. 
6iB :  With  all  my  exerUona  to  have  the  forma  necessary 
ibr  patting  me  ia  po&aeesioa  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  com- 


68  SMITHSONIAN   BEQUEST. 

})leted  in  May,  it  will  be  seen,  from  the  enclosed  copy  of  a 
etter  to  me  from  the  solicitors,  in  repl^  to  one  I  wrote  them 
on  the  last  of  May,  (a  copy  of  which  is  also  enclosed,)  that 
it  is  only  to-day  that  all  the  forms  have  been  finally  and 
fully  completed. 

After  getting  this  information,  I  went  immediately  to  the 
proper  department  of  the  accountant  general  of  the  court  of 
chancery  at  the  Bank  of  England,  and  find  that  there  has 
been  transferred  to  me  the  following  stock,  viz : 

1.  Sixty-four  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds 
eighteen  shilling  and  nine  pence  in  the  consolidated  three 
per  cent,  annuities,  commonly  called  consols  by  abbrevia- 
tion. 

2.  Twelve  thousand  pounds  in  reduced  three  per  cent, 
annuities. 

8.  Sixteen  thousand  one  hundred  pounds  in  bank  stock. 

The  books  at  the  bank  show  the  above  stock  to  have  been 
regularly  transferred  to  me  under  the  authority  of  the  court 
of  chancery,  by  the  accountant  general,  as  the  proper  officer 
of  the  court,  in  virtue  of  the  decree  reported  in  my  last; 
and  I  have  accepted  the  same  on  the  books,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  by  signing  my  name  to  a  form  of  accept- 
ance drawn  out  under  each  transfer. 

The  above  stock  constitutes,  with  the  exception  of  five 
thousand  and  fifteen  pounds,  the  whole  property  left  by  Mr. 
Smithsbn  to  the  United  States,  and  now  recovered  for  them, 
with  the  further  exception  of  some  small  sum  in  cash,  to 
which  the  solicitors  refer  as  still  to  come  from  the  account- 
ant general,  but  of  which  I  have  as  yet  no  statement. 

The  sum  of  five  thousand  and  fifteen  pounds  in  consols,  it 
has  been  decreed  by  the  court  is  to  be  reserved  and  set 
apart  to  answer  the  annuity  payable  to  Madame  la  Batut ; 
the  principal  to  revert  to  the  united  States  on  the  death  of 
the  annuitant. 

I  have  taken  care  to  instruct  the  solicitors  to  see  that 
there  is  due  proof  at  all  times  of  the  annuitant  being  in  full 
life  as  the  half-yearly  payments  are  made  to  her. 

Although  the  aggregate  of  the  stock  transferred  as 
above  is  under  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  its  nominal 
amount,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  the  sale  of  it 
will  yield  more  than  that  sum. 

The  transfer  by  the  accountant  general  was  made  to  me 
only  to-day;  and  this  is  so  far  fortunate  as  that  it  could  not 
otherwise  have  been  effected  as   to  the  principal  part  of  the 
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stock  (viz:  the  three  per  cent,  annuities)  until  the  17th  of 
July,  the  books  closing  after  to-day  for  the  transfer  of  this 
species  of  stock  antil  the  date  I  mentioD. 

Tlie  important  operation  of  eefling  the  stock  now  remains 
lobe  conducted,  and  sball  claim  my  careful  attention.  I 
imgn  to  go  into  the  city  to-morrow,  \i'ith  a  view  to  adopt- 
iog toe  earliest  measures  for  this  purpose;  taking  advice, 
in  aid  of  my  own  judgment,  for  bo  managing  the  sales  as 
best  to  promote  tbu  interests  of  the  United  States. 

I  continue  to  think  that  the  best  mode  of  bringing  borne 
tbe  money  will  be  in  gold,  in  English  eovereigna.  EIx- 
ohflnge  is  low,  and  so  wilt  insurance  be  at  this  season ;  and 
on  all  accounts  it  seems  to  me  the  preferable  mode  in  which 
to  realize  the  fund,  and  deliver  it  over  to  the  Treasurer  of 
tbe  United  States  on  my  arrival,  in  final  discharge  of  tbe 
tniet  confided  to  me. 

I  shall  hope  to  make  some  ix'port  of  my  steps  by  tbe  next 
packet;  and  in  the  meantime  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

RiOEARD  Eusu. 

The  Hon.  Jobs  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Clarla,  fh/nm 


(•  Fladgate  to  Riekard  Rush. 


43  Craven  Street,  Strand,  June  5,  1838. 
Dbar  Sie  ;  We  beg  to  assure  you,  in  answer  to  your  favor 
of  the  31st  of  May,  fliat  our  eodeavore  to  get  tiu-ough  the 
forma  necessary  for  winding  up  the  suit,  and  putting  you 
into  possession  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  have  not  been  less 
uigenl  and  unremitting  than  have  been  your  applications 
to  oorselves  upon  the  subject.  Tbe  circumstance  of  the 
•lintling  of  the  ofSces  of  the  court  of  ubanoery  for  tbe  holi- 
i%s,  ar  a  period  wheu  tbey  are  ordinarily  open,  and  some 
other  petty  ditficulties  not  within  our  control,  have,  bow- 
«»cr,  prevented  our  getting  through  all  the  forms  in  the 
inontli  of  May,  as  we  hoped  to  have  been  able  to  do. 

We  have  now,  however,  the  satisfiiction  to  announce  to 
Joa  that  everything  is  oiimplete,  and  that  the  accountant 
general  of  the  court  of  chancery  has  transferred  into  your 
Mme  the  several  sums  following  : 
£64,[i3&  18    D  coQ^oU. 
12,000    0    0  reduced  a 
1(1,100    0    0  bnnV  -I 
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These  sums  are  entirely  at  your  disposal,  free  from  the 
control  of  the  court  of  chancery. 

There  will  be,  in  addition,  a  small  cash  balance,  which, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  you  will  be  able  to  receive  of 
the  accountant  general. 

We  are,  very  fiuthfuUy,  your  obedient  servants, 

Clarke,  Fynmorb  &  Fladoatb. 

RiOHABD  Rush,  Esq. 


JRichard  Bush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  Jvm  18, 1838. 

Sib  :  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that  the  sales^ 
of  the  stock  are  going  on  well. 

The  whole  of  tne  consols  have  been  sold,  and  part  of  the 
bank  stock. 

A  portion  of  the  consols,  viz :  £4,535  185.  9d.  was  sold 
on  the  6th  instant  for  cash,  at  94f .  This  was  considered  a 
high  price;  more  could  not  have  been  obtained  for  cash. 

M^  first  desire  was  to  sell  all  the  stock  for  cash,  and  im- 
mediately, that  I  might  the  sooner  close  the  whole  opera- 
tion and  get  away ;  but  such  a  course  I  soon  found,  on  the 
best  information  and  advice,  would  have  been  injudicious. 

To  have  attempted  a  sale  of  the  bank  stock,  for  example, 
all  at  once,  would  probably  have  depressed  the  market  for 
this  particular  species  of  security,  and  occasioned  a  loss  of 
several  hundred  pounds.  The  reason  is,  that  the  dealings 
in  it,  contradistinguished  from  tho^e  in  the  great  national 
stocks,  are  limited,  and  confined  to  a  very  few  persons  on 
the  stock  exchange.  The  course  which  prudence  dictated, 
was,  to  sell  it  out  in  small  parcels,  under  careful  instrao- 
tions  to  the  broke;*  on  each  day  of  the  sale. 

As  it  thus  became  necessary,  in  order  to  ^uard  against 
loss,  that  I  should  allow  myself  some  little  latitude  as  to ' 
time  in  selling  the  bank  stock,  it  opened  a  door  the  more 
properly  for  disposing  of  the  other  stock  on  time,  at  a 
short  interval ;  the  more  especially  if  by  that  mode  it  could 
be  made  to  produce  a  larger  sum. 

Accordingly,  on  the  same  day  that  I  disposed  of  a  portion 
of  the  consols  for  cash,  which  served  also  as  a  feeler  to 
ascertain  the  cash  price,  I  caused  the  whole  of  what  re- 
mained of  this  stock,  viz :  £60,000,  to  be  sold  on  time  lor 
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the  6th  July,  tliat  being  the  day  after  dividend  day,  wliich 
Me  oil  the  5th  of  July. 

It  gives  me  great  satistuction  tu  etato  that  this  sale  was 
tifliicled  at  95  J. 

U[i  lo  the  day  when  it  was  efiected,  consols  had  not 
brought  HO  high  a  price,  as  far  as  I  have  yet  heeii  ablo  to 
examine  the  Londuii  Mercantile  Price  Current,  tor  nearly 
eieht  yeara  helbre. 

Two  sales  have  been  miwle  of  the  bank  stock,  viz :  one  ot 
jE3,(I00,  the  other  of  X5,000;  the  former  at  204j.  the  lattor 
at  204};  both  sales  being  for  the  30th  instant,  the  money 
pajable  and  stock  to  bo  delivered  on  that  day.  Should  the 
remaiuder  be  sold  nt  these  rates,  or  near  them,  It  will 
be  Been  that  the  bank  stock,  though  in  nominal  amount 
only  X16,100,  as  stated  in  my  last,  will  yield  upwards  of 

m,im. 

Iiitbe  important  operations  of  selling  the  stock,  I  am  re- 
ceiriiig  the  most  bentjficial  aid  from  the  constant  advice  and 
ac^vG  daily  co-operation  in  all  ways  of  our  consul,  Colonel 
Agpiiiwall,  whose  long  residence  in  London  and  am|de  op- 
portiiiiities  of  knowing  the  mysteries  of  its  great  stock 
ourket,  and  the  minute  details  of  doing  business  in  it,  have 
given  him  the  ability  to  aid  me.  It  is  thus  that  I  am  selling 
lo  every  advantage. 

None  of  the  three  per  cent,  reduced  aannitics  have  yet 
been  aold.  We  are  watching  the  market  with  a  view  to  the 
nost  favorable  moment  for  disposing  of  this  part  of  the 
itock. 

Tlic  fortunate  point  of  time  was  hit  for  selling  out  the 
consols.  They  have  now  sunk  a  little,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  momentary  intervals,  would  not  have  brought  as 
nach  since  the  6th  instant  as  I  obtained. 

From  the  sales  raatle,  it  is  now  I  think  certain  that  the 
wbolo  stock  will  yield  from  one  hundred  and  three  to  one 
baodred  and  five  thousand  pounds,  apart  from  the  tlvo 
thousand  and  fifteen  to  be  retained  here  during  the  life  of 
Madame  In  Butut. 

From  the  successful  manner  in  which  they  are  procuod- 
ii>K,  it  seems  clear  also,  at  the  present  time,  that  the  fund, 
independent  of  the  accumulations  of  interest,  will  be  richer 
in  the  state  in  which  I  shall  deliver  it  over  to  the  United 
StakD,  than  it  was  in  the  summer  of  1835,  when  their  right 
to  it  first  attached  by  the  death  of  Henry  James  llunger- 
I'ord. 
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Left  to  myself  to  nmke  the  most  of  the  fund  after  recovi 
ing  it  from  chancery,  which  depended  so  much  on  the  « 
of  the  stock,  it  has  not  hcen  without  full  consideration  tl 
I  did  not  call  on  the  Messrs.  Eothschild  to  sell  it  all,  J 
which  their  experience  and  situation  here,  besides  being  t 
bankcfB  of  the  United  States,  mif^ht  have  seemed  to  poi 
them  out.  But,  first,  they  would,  I  take  for  granted,  ba 
charged  a  commission  ot  one  per  cent.,  to  which  I  cou 
not  have  objected,  as  it  is  allowed  here,  apart  from  t 
broker's  commission,  and  by  the  chamber  of  commerce 
New  York  on  effecting  sales  of  stock ;  whilst  Colonel  Asp 
wall  charges  me  no  such  commission,  and  I  much  desir 
to  save  tbe  amouat  of  it  to  the  fund,  if,  with  his  efiicic 
aid,  I  could  conduct  the  sales  confidently  and  advau 
geoualy  myseUl  But,  secondly,  if  the  former,  as  the  bauki 
of  the  United  States,  would  have  performed  the  task  wi 
out  charge,  I  should  not  have  been  the  less  disincliued 
place  it.  in  their  hands,  having  bad  no  instructions  to  do 
and,  beiua:  without  these,  I  could  only  exercise  ray  best  c 
cretion.  They  are,  as  I  in  commou  with  others  here  bi 
pose,  very  large  dealers  in  stock  on  their  own  account, 
occasion  may  serve;  and  hence  may  naturally  be  suppo< 
to  desire  sometimes  a  rise,  sometimes  a  fall,  in  these  ev 
fluctuating  thin^.  With  more  than  a  hundred  thouss 
pounds  to  throw  upon  the  market,  I  therefore  thought 
best,  acting  on  a  general  rule  of  prudence  in  all  business 
keep  the  operation  of  selling  entirely  clear  of  every  quar 
where  any  insensible  bias  might,  by  possibility  even,  cj 
to  a  course  other  than  that  which  would  regard  alone  J 
Smithsonian  fund. 

I  design  to  leave  no  sale  outstanding  after  the  6th  of  J 
The  subsequent  steps,  however,  for  obtaining  the  gold,l 
those  necessary  in  various  ways  for  shipping  it,  will  ral 
it  impracticable  for  me  to  embark  with  it  in  the  pa 
which  sails  from  Portsmouth  on  tJie  lOtb  of  July,l 
packet  leaving  London  always  on  the  7th.  But  I  vnW 
low  in  the  succeeding  one  of  the  20th  of  July,  which  r 
this  port  on  the  17th,  before  which  time  I  trust  that  i 
thing  will  have  been  fullr  and  satis^torily  cloaed,f 
OS  the  trust  can  be  closed  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  raiatiOk  irittl  J 
obedient  servant,  "' 

The  lion.  JuHH  FfOSn 
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JHehard  Hush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  June  26,  18J18. 
8tB:  Siuce  my  Ko.  27,  the  sales  of  tbo  stock  havo  been 
goiiif  on  from  time  to  time,  and  at  length  are  finally 
cioeed. 

They  have  all  been  good — perhapa  I  raay  say  fortunate. 
Tlie  prices  have  been  nigh,  as  compared  with  the  state  of 
tbe  stock  market  for  several  years  past;  and  I  am  con- 
fidoutly  informed  that,  from  the  time  tne  stock  came  under 
my  control  until  I  sold  it  all,  no  higher  prices  were  ob- 
tained by  any  private  seller  than  I  obtained. 

Tlie  whole  of  the  reduced  three  per  cent,  annuities 
(£12,000)  sold  at  i)4.  This  description  of  stock  is  never  as 
high  as  consols,  but  94  is  reputed  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as 
gwdaprice,  in  proportion  to  its  general  value  in  the  English 
WOttk  market,  as  tbe  95J  I  obtained  for  the  consols. 

Of  the  bank  stock  unsold  at  the  date  of  my  last,  (viz: 
iS.lOO,)  I  obtained  205  for  £5,000,  and  2051  for  the  re- 
msiiiing  £3,100.  Both  these  prices,  it  will  be  perceived, 
Ire  higher  than  the  former  ones  I  obtained  for  this  stock. 

Tho  entire  amount  of  sales  has  more  tlian  realized  the 
anticipations  hold  out  in  my  No.  27,  having  yielded  an  ag- 
gregnte  of  rather  more  than  one  hundred  and  five  thousand 
pounds,  as  will  be  seen  when  I  come  to  render  a  more  par- 
ticular statement.  The  two  days  on  which  I  am  to  make 
Blithe  transfrrs  arc  the  30th  of  this  month  and  6th  of  July. 
The  money  will  all  be  received  fiimultancously. 

Immcdiatelyafterwards  I  shall  take  measures  foreonvert- 
iof  the  whole  into  English  gold  coin,  hainng  iiuully  deter- 
nined  tliat  this  is  the  proper  mode  in  which  to  brinff  the 
iBOney  to  the  United  States,  under  the  trust  I  have  in  hand. 
It  appears  to  me  the  right  course  in  itself,  independent  of 
»«?  question  of  exchange,  considering  the  peculiar  object 
and  lorms  of  the  law  of  Congress  of  the  lat  of  July,  183C, 
nndcr  which  I  am  ai-ting.  But  I>y  the  rate  of  eschange,  iis 
qootcd  at  New  York  under  the  last  dates,  there  wouki  bo  a 
gain  to  the  United  Slates,  by  the  best  caleulations  I  can 
now  make,  (though  I  am  aware  how  exchange  is  ever  liablu 
toftuctnate,)  of  upwards  of  a  thousand  pounds  on  bringing 
"'•'er the  money  in  gold  rather  than  remitting  it  in  bills, 
Tim  would  help  to  cover  the  commissions  on  shipping  the 
former,  effecting  insurance  upon  it,  and  paying  tbe  premium 
ofinsurunce,  as  well  as  charges  for  freight  and  tliosc  that 
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have  been  incurred  on  selling  the  stock.  All  these  opera- 
tions demand  mercantile  agencies  and  assistance,  to  which 
I  am  inadequate  in  my  own  person,  beyond  superintending 
them  and  seeing  that  they  are  rendered  justly.  I  will  take 
-care  that  these  expenses  are  kept  within  limits  as  moderate 
as  possible,  consistently  with  having  the  business  regularly 
done  according  to  mercantile  usage  in  operations  of  the 
€ame  nature,  so  that  the  fund,  in  bearing  its  own  unavoid- 
able expenses,  may  be  encroached  upon  as  little  as  pos- 
sible. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  from  the  solicitors  a  state- 
ment of  the  costs  of  the  suit,  but  will  not  fail  to  obtain  it 
before  I  embark.  The  final  payments  under  this  head,  and 
those  I  shall  be  called  upon  to  make  for  services  enumerated 
above,  can  scarcely  be  completed  but  at  the  last  moments 
of  my  stay ;  hence  I  may  not  be  able  to  transmit  an  account 
of  them  to  you  until  I  arrive  at  New  York,  where  ako  the 
freight  will  have  to  be  paid. 

In  reporting  to  you  the  final  decision  of  the  court,  I 
omitted  to  mention  some  particulars  not  at  first  accurately 
known  to  me,  but  necessary  to  be  now  stated,  viz:  £526 
Us.  6d.  were  decreed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  to  Madame 
la  Batut,  as  her  arrears ;  £25  as  arrears  found  to  be  due  to 
John  Fitall,  the  annuitant  under  the  will;  and,  lastly^ 
£53  7s.  6d.  as  due  for  the  use  of  certain  warehouse-rooms  in 
London.  The  two  first  items  explain  themselves,  after  all  I 
have  written.  The  third  has  reference  to  some  personal 
property  left  by  tlie  testator,  contained,  as  I  understand,  in 
thirteen  boxes  or  trunks  deposited  in  the  warehouse-rooms 
specified.  I  have  had  no  opportunity  as  yet  of  examining  the 
contents  of  these  boxes,  but  am  informed  that  they  consist 
Kihiefly  of  books  unbound,  manuscripts,  specimens  of  min- 
-erals,  some  philosophical  or  chemical  instruments,  and  a 
few  articles  of  table  furniture.  The  contents  of  the  whole 
are  supposed  to  be  of  little  intrinsic  value,  though  parts 
may  be  otherwise  curious.  As  all  now  belong  to  the  United 
States,  under  the  decree  of  the  court,  I  shall  think  it  proper 
to  have  tliem  shipped  when  the  gold  is  shipped,  paying  all 
reasonable  charges. 

IIa\in^  more  than  once  spoken  of  the  possibility  of  ficti- 
tious claimants  starting  up  for  the  Smithsonian  bequest, 
Eerhaps  I  may  here  be  allowed  to  mention  what  the  solicitors 
avc  informed  me  of,  viz :  that  since  the  decision,  two  claim- 
ants have  presented  themselves  at  their  office,  neither  having 
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u>f  connexion  witli  tho  other.  When  the  decision  was  pro- 
noanced,  the  Bura  recovered  was  also  proclaimed  in  the 
LonJon  newgpapere,  which  had  probably  awakened  these 
c!»raaata  into  life.  The  solicitors  add  that  one  of  them 
desired,  somewhat  importunately,  to  know  if  the  case  could 
nol  be  reheard  in  court  ?  It  is  needless  to  remark  that  he 
<rwti>ld  he  waa  a  little  too  late  in  hia  anpiication. 

I  will  use  this  opportunity — the  last  1  may  perhaps  have 
of  writing  to  you  before  I  embark,  from  the  engagements 
likely  to  press  upon  me  in  getting  the  fund  ready  for  ship- 
mont  and  clearing  off  all  necessary  expenses — to  say  a  word 
of  oor  professional  advisers.  Of  the  counsel  I  selected  it  is 
oQueceesary  for  me  to  speak;  their  established  reputation 
io  tbe  highest  department  of  their  profession  putting  them 
above  any  testimonial  from  mo.  But  of  tho  solicitors,  as 
tbcjmove  in  one  of  its  less  conspicuous  fields,  I  will  barely 
take  the  liberty  of  saying  that  more  attention,  diligence, 
•!i«cpotion,  and  integrity  could  not,  I  believe,  have  been  ex- 
erted by  any  persons  than  they  have  shown  throughout  the 
whole  suit,  from  first  to  last.  Could  they  ever  have  for- 
^cii  what  was  due  to  the  United  States  and  to  themselves, 
m  the  desire  to  eke  out  a  job,  nothing  is  plainer  to  mo,  from 
»hat  baa  been  paBsing  under  my  observation  of  tho  entan- 
glement and  delays  natural  to  a  heavy  suit  in  the  English 
court  of  chancery,  than  they  might  have  found  opportunities 
in  abundance  of  making  this  suit  last  for  years  yet  to  come. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dioDt  sef-vant,  Hichakd  Rcsh. 

The  lion.  Jons  Fobstth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Oarke,  Fynmore  ^  Fladgate  to  Richard  Husk. 

Craven  Street,  July  5, 1888. 
Dear  Sir  :  At  tbe  time  of  tho  decease  of  the  late  Henry 
James  Ilungerford,  Esq.,  which  happened  on  the  5th  June, 
1835.  there  was  standing  in  the  name  of  the  accountant 
^nernl  of  the  court  of  chancery,  to  the  credit  of  the  cause 
Hongerford  vs.  Druramond,  the  several  sums  following, 
m: 

£8*^,739  19».  2d.  hxnk  £3  per  uent.  annuities ; 
la.OOO    0    0     £«  per  cent,  rnduced  atinuitiea ; 
10,100    0    0     bank  stock. 

And  if  these  several  funds  had  then  beon  sold,  they  would 
have  realized  the  sum   of  £102,991.  or   therenboutu;  but 
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owing  to  the  proceedings  which  were  necessary  to  be  insti- 
tuted in  the  court  of  chancery,  the  funds  were  not  trans- 
ferred into  your  name  until  the  5th  June,  1838.  We  are 
happy  to  inform  you  that,  notwithstanding  this  delay,  no 
loss  has  been  occasioned  to  the  United  States,  as,  according 
to  the  market  prices  of  the  funds  on  the  last-mentioned 
day,  the  funds  were  then  worth  £103,888,  being  an  excess 
of  £897  beyond  the  value  on  the  5th  June,  1836,  the  date 
of  Mr.  Hungerford's  death. 

The  whole  of  the  costs  of  the  chancery  suit  amounted  to 
£723  7s.  lld.j  so  that  the  increase  in  the  value  of  the  funds 
was  sufficient  to  pay  the  whole  of  these  costs,  and  leave  a 
surplus  of  £173  125.  Id. 

m  making  out  the  above  statement,  the  dividends  upon 
the  fundi*  have  not  been  taken  into  account,  but  the  United 
States  receive  them  in  addition  to  the  original  fund. 

The  United  States  do  not,  however,  receive  the  whole 
amount  of  such  dividends  now,  as  a  portion  of  them  was 
invested  in  stock,  of  which  £5,015  has  been  appropriated  to 
answer  an  annuity  of  £150  9^.  to  Madame  de  la  Batut,  upon 
whose  decease  the  same  will  become  the  property  of  the 
United  States. 

The  sums  in  court,  at  the  last  hearing  of  the  cause,  were 
as  follows,  viz : 

£62,739  19«.  2d.  bank  three  per  cent,  annuities ; 
6,810  19    7    like  annuities ; 
12,000    0    0    reduced  annuities ; 
16,100    0    0    bank  stock ; 
1,765    2    0    cash; 
204    6    8    cash; 
These  sums  have  been  appropriated  as  follows,  viz : 
£62,739  19s.  2d.  bank  £3  per  cent,  annuities  ; 

1 ,795  19    7    part  of  £6,810  195.  7d.  like  annuities ; 


Trans'd  into 
the  name  of 
R'd.  Rush^ 
Ssq. 


£64,585  18    9    bank  3  per  cent,  annuities  ; 
12,000    0    0    reduced  annuities; 
16,100    0    0    bank  stock ; 
5,016    0    0    reduced  bank  annuities,  residue  of  £6,810  19s.  7d, 

retained  in  court  to  answer  annuity  to  Madame  de 
la  Batut; 
406    3    0    paid  to  plaintifTs  solicitors  for  their  costs  ; 
162  15    5    paid  to  defendants'  solicitors  for  costs ; 
58     7     6    paid   to   plaintiff's  solicitors   for   warehouse-room^ 
paid  by  them  to  Messrs.  Deacon  ; 
526  11    6    paid  to  Madame  de  la  Batut  for  arrears  of  her  an-- 

nuity  ; 
25    0    0    paid  to  Mrs.  Fitall  for  arrears  of  annuity ; 
70    7    8    paid  to  solicitor  for  defendant  the  attorney  general^ 

for  costs ; 
725    8     7    balance  of  cash  paid  to  R.  Rush,  Esq. 
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Herewith  we  send  you  a  complete  copy  of  our  bill  of  costs, 
amounting  altogether  to  £490  4^.  10a. ;  and  we  have  re- 
c^ved  the  following  sums  on  account  of  costs,  viz  : 

£  8.  d, 
Aprm0,1887,  of  Richard  Rush,  Esq 200  4  0 

JoneU,  1^,  of  accountant  general,  for  plaintiff's  taxed  costs 406  8  0 

608  7  0 

The  latter  sum  exceeding  our  bill  of  costs  by  £116  2s.  2rf., 
leaves  us  in  d^bt  to  the  United  States  to  that  amount,  for 
which  we  beg  leave  to  enclose  our  check. 

We  may  here  remind  you  of  the  information  on  the  sub- 
ject of  costs,  which  we  had  before  given  you  verbally,  viz  : 
that  the  court  allows  against  the  fiind  certain  ordinary 
costs;  and  such  costs  have  been  received  by  us  from  the 
accountant  general,  as  before  stated.  In  consequence,  how- 
ever, of  the  line  of  conduct  adopted  by  us,  under  your 
own  directions,  to  ensure  a  speedy  and  successful  termina- 
tion of  the  suit,  some  small  extra  costs  have  been  incurred 
beyond  what  are  considered  ordinary  costs. 

We  have,  as  you  requested,  had  a  lock  placed  upon  the 
trunk*  in  our  possession,  having  previously  deposited  therein 
the  several  articles  of  plate  and  other  matters,  which  we 
mentioned  to  you  as  being  in  our  possession,  and  of  which 
articles  we  enclose  you  a  list. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servants, 

Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate. 

P.  S.  We  also  return  to  you  the  memoranda  which  you 
left  with  us  as  to  the  stock. 


Clarke^  Fynmore  ^  Fladgate  to  Richard  Rush. 

Craven  Street,  July  11,  1838. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  have  made  the  affidavit  which  you  re- 
quired to  verify  the  bill  of  costs,  and  which  we  now  return 
to  you. 

We  also  send  you  the  original  order  on  further  directions, 
Dnder  which  the  several  transfers  of  the  funds  have  been 
made  into  your  name.  This  order  has  the  initials  of  the 
registrar,  as  also  of  the  entering  clerk,  placed  at  the  foot  of 

*  One  of  the  14  mentioned  in  my  despatch  No.  82. 
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it;  this  beinff  the  mode  adopted  ia  the  court  of  chancery  to 
show  the  authenticity  of  their  orders. 

We  also  send  you  a  transcript  from  the  books  of  the  ac- 
countant general,  certified  by  Mr.  Lewis  to  be  a  true  copy, 
Mr.  Lewis  being  the  clerk  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  such 
transcript.  The  sum  of  £70  75.  8rf.,  appearing  still  to  re- 
main on  the  general  credit  of  the  cause,  is  reserved  for  the 
costs  of  the  attorney  general,  and  will  be  paid  over  to  his 
solicitor  upon  his  applying  for  the  amount;  and  the  cash 
standing  to  the  account  of  Mrs.  de  la  Batut  is  for  the  arrears 
of  her  annuity,  and  will  be  paid  to  her. 

We  have  seen  Mr.  Deacon  upon  the  subject  of  his  charge 
for  warehouse-room  beyond  the  24th  ultimo,  and  have  paid 
him  for  the  same  £2 ;  and  we  have  also  paid  4^.  6d.  for 
swearing  to  our  bill  of  costs,  which  is  the  whole  of  our 
demand  against  you. 

Mr.  Deacon  informed  us  when  we  saw  him  that  he  had 
in  his  possession  a  painting  belonging  to  the  estate,  and 
which  he  promised  should  be  sent  over  to  your  house,  add 
which  we  presume  he  has  done;  but  should  he  not  have 
done  so,  perhaps  you  will  be  good  enough  to  apply  to  him 
for  it. 

We  will  thank  you  to  send  us  an  acknowledgment  for  the 
different  boxes  we  have  handed  you. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  your  very  faithful  servants, 

Glabeb,  Fjnmore  &  Fladoatb. 

BioflABD  Rush,  Bsq. 
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The.  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  vs.  Drummond. 

Tlie  account  of  the  annuitant  Mary  Annde  la  Batut. 
Dr.  Ob. 


1888. 

Juno  2.  By  tho  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America  va.  Drum- 
mond,  for  the  bank  £8  per 
cent,  annuities  brought  over 

Juno  7.  By  the  said    cash    for    cause, 

brought  over £626  11  0 

July  11.  By  cash  received,  six  months 
interest  on  £5,016,  bank  £8 
per  cent,  annuities 75    4  6 


£5,016 


I  do  hereby  certify  this  to  bo  a  true  copy  of  the  books  of  the  accountant 
general  of  the  high  court  of  chancery. 

Bxvj.  Lswis, 
Clerk  of  the  above  aeeouniant  gtnerml, 
Chancbbt  Lakb,  July,  1888. 


IN  CHANCERY. 


Between  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  PlaUU^f     \ 

and  L 

Charles  Drummond  and  Her  Majesty's  Attorney  General,  DefendanU^) 

The  bill  of  costs  of  the  above-named  plaintiff  in  this  suit  an 

incidental  thereto. 


Sept  16,  1886. — Mr.  Fladgato's  attendance  on  Mr.  Rush,  on 
tho  part  of  the  United  States,  at  tho  Portland  hotel,  by  ap- 
pointment, when  Mr.  Rush  requested  that  two  of  the  firm 
should  at  least  attend 

Writing  to  Mr.  Rush,  fixing  appointment  for  conference  with 
him  on  Tuesday,  at  11  o'cIock 

Sept.  20. — Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Fladgato's  attendance  on  Mr. 
Rush,  fully  explaining  to  him  tho  course  which  it  apppared 
to  us  should  bo  taken  on  tho  part  of  tho  executors  to  bring 
the  claim  of  tho  United  States  under  consideration,  and  also 
the  necessity  of  making  Madame  dc  la  Batut  and  the  attor- 
ney general  parties  ;  and  reading  to  him  tho  case  laid  before 
Mr.  Stuart,  and  his  opinion,  of  which  ho  wished  to  have  a 
copy - __- 

Copy  case  and  opinion  for  him 

^♦iondine  him  therewith - 

""  -*»••»<»  to  Mr.  Rush,  in  reply  to  letter  from  him — 

'^--^  to  fix  appointment  for  confer- 


£     9. 
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£9.  d. 
iAvtt\ikg  as  to  the  counsel  to  bo  retained,  and  received  direc- 

^<yiii  to  submit  <5a8e  to  Mr.  Pemberton  and  Mr.  Jacob .  16    8 

^^coacVk-biro - 1    6 

^^W. — liooking  through  tho  papers  in  our  possession,  to 
comparo  ihcm  with  statement  in  Mr.  Hush's  case,  and  alter- 
Vng  the  latter  in  one  or  two  particulars,  engaged  two  hours.  110 

"^wo  copies  of  case  for  counsel,  four  sheets  each 16    8 

^no  copies  of  act  of  American  Congress,  to  accompany  same, 

thrw  sheets  each , 10    0 

One  copy  of  order  on  further  directions  in  the  cause  of  Hun- 
Scrford  V8.  Drummond,  also  to  accompany  case,  to  show  the 

precise  position  of  the  funds  in  court 110 

Attending  at  Doctor's  Commons  to  bespeak  an  office-copy  will 

of  Xr.  Smithson  for  Mr.  Rush,  at  his  request 6    8 

Attending  afterwards  to  examine  and  procure  same 6    8 

^sidforgsmo - 6    4 

^  18.— Writing  to  Madame  de  la  Batut,  as  to  her  demands, 
*od  requesting  lier  to  appoint  a  solicitor  hero  to  act  in  the 

wit  about  to  bo  instituted  by  the  United  States  — 6    0 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  with  the*fair  copies  of  cases  for  his  pern- 
io tnd  signatures,  and  wo  also  returned  him  his  authority, 

^d  hand^  him  office-copy  will 13    4 

Attending  Mr.  Pemberton  with  case 6    8 

'^tobim  therewith,  and  clerk 11    0    6 

***tobimfor  conference  with  Mr.  Jacob,  and  clerk —  2    9    6 

^ttending  to  get  same  appointed 6    8 

'®6toHr.  Jacob  with  case,  and  clerk 8  16    0 

p^ding  him  therewith  and  thereon 6    8 

f®  to  him  for  conference,  and  clerk 2    4    6 

jjwending  to  inform  him  of  time  appointed 6    8 

^^'  2.— Attending  consultation,   Mr.   Rush  being  present, 

^■^n  the  course  to  be  pursued   on   behalf  of  tho   United 

*JJ*te8  was  very  fully  considered,  and  it  was  determined 

^•t  a  supplemental  bill  should  bo  filed  in  tho  name  of  the 

-*  "^ident  of  tho  United  States  of  America,  and  the  attorney 

ir^neral  made  a  defendant,  and  counsel  promised  to  write 

^tbeir  opinion - 2    2    0 

£<>v.  6.— Copy  of  opinion  for  Mr.  Rush 6    0 

^rt  ting  to  him,  with  same 6    0 

^ov.  14.— Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Fladgatc's  attendance  upon 
llCr.  Rush,  as  to  tho  bill  proposed  to  bo  filed,  and  his  sugges- 
tions sa  to  the  possibility  of  an  abatement  from  tho  want  of 
Ik  plaintiff,  and  explaining  tho  course  of  practice  to  him 16    8 

Michaelmas  Term,  1836. 

\^struc^'^o»8  for  bill 13    4 

WmwioJ?  ^ame,  folios  80 _ 1  10    0 

littd  fee  to  Mr.  Shadwell  to  settle  and  sign,  and  clerk 2    4    6 

bueading  liim 6    8 

btlen^^'^  ^''  Bhadwell,  advising  hereon  and  ns  to  Madame 
^IftBatut's  claim,  and  explaining  the  same  fully  to  him, 
m^  oooferring  on  several  points  arising,  and  particularly  on 

IhtDAtiire  of  the  property  left  by  Mr.  Smithson 6    8 

MreoBf  biH  for  Mr.  ^emDerton  to  peruse  and  finally  settle, 

wjb-      - - 10  0 

2    4    6 

6    8 

■tiODi  appointing  a  conference  hereon  at 
-- . 6    S 
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Hilary  Tkrm,  1887. 

AiBdiTit  of  lervice,  Ao 

Oith 

Ptidflling  affidavit 

Copy  title  and  prayer  of  bill  forjudge 

Attending  to  beBpeak,  and  afterwards  for  certificate  of  fandB 

in  court  in  original  salt 

Bnwing  obaerrations  to  annex  to  plaintiffs  briefs,  4  brief 

sheets 

Twobriefii  copies  thereof 

Two  copies  order  on  further  directions  in  original  suit,  to  ac- 

oompany  briefs,  7  sheets  each 2    6    8 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  on  his  handing  us  Uie  act  of  Goneress 
lothoriaing  him  to  act,  and  on  his  instructing  us  to  let  a 

eopy  of  the  same  accompany  the  briefis 

Two  brief  copies  same,  8  sneets  each — 

Drawing  proposed  minutes  of  orders 

Fee  to  Mr.  ShadwoU,  to  settle  same 

Attending  him 

Twofiir  copies  minutes  to  annex  to  briefs 

Two       do.        for  defendants 

Attending  them  therewith  and  thereon 

Attending  the  defendant's  solicitors ;  obtaining  thoir  consent 

to  have  cause  heard  short 

Attending  Mr.  ShadwoU,  and  obtaining  his  certificate  thereof. 
Attending  registrar    therewith,  and    getting  cause  marked 

ihort,  and  put  in  the  next  short-cause  paper . 

Pee  to  Mr.  F^mberton  and  clerk,  with  brief 

Attending  him - 

The  like  to  Mr.  Sbadwell  and  clerk 

Fee  to  Mr.  Pemberton  and  clerk,  on  conferoncc  as  to  the  prac- 
ticability of  having  cause  short 

Attending  him 

Attending  appointing  consultation 

Fee  to  Mr.  Pombert«>n  and  clerk 

Attendini^  him 

LiReto  Mr.  Shadwoll  and  clerk 

Attending  him 

Writing  Mr.  liush,  informing  liim  thereof 

Attending  consultation  at  ^Ve^tminster,  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr. 

Fladgato 

Fiid  for  room  and  cab-biro 

Attending,  ascertaining  if  the  scvi'ral  articles  mentioned  in 
the  master's  report  in  the  original  cause  were  safe,  and  eora- 

puring  same  with  the  schedule 

Two  brief  copies  schedules  to  annex  to  brief,  at  Mr.  Rush's 

request 

Attending  bespeaking  transcript  of  the  account  in   original 

Buit 

Faid  for  same 

Writing  Mr.  Rush,  informing  him  when  cause  would  bo  in 

the  paper '. 5    0 

Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Fladgate  attending  court,  cause  heard 
and  decreed  according  to  minutes  agreed  on,  with  liberty 
for  plaintiff  to  amend  his  bill  by  adding  the  act  of  Con- 
gress  _ 2    2    0 

Faid  court  fees - . 13    0 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  afterwards,  and  explaining  proceedings 
to  him _. _ 18    4 
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Drawing  petition  to  amend  bill * 

Attending  to  present  same ^ ^ 

Paid  answerine,  and  for  order  and  entering 

Two  copies  and  services  of  order . 

Instructions  to  amend 

Drawing  amendments,  folios  6 -. 

Fee  to  Mr.  Shadwell  and  clerk,  to  settle  and  sign . ^ 

Attending  him«^ 

Engrossing  amended  bill,  folios  86 

Paid  for  parchment 

Paid  filing . 

Abbreviating  amended  bill,  folios  86 .^ 

Two  brief  copies  uf  amendments  for  counsel . 

Paid  for  office-copy  amended  bill,  to  serve  on  the  attorney 

general,  folios  86 — 

Attending  Messrs.  Derby  &  Co.,  therewith  and  thereon ,, 

Pee  to  Mr.  Pemberton  and  clerk,  with  amended  bill 

Attending  him 

The  like  to  Mr.  Shadwell  and  clerk ^ . ^ 

Attending  him . 

Drawing  praecipe  for  subpoena,  and  attending   to  bespeak 

same 

Paid  for  same,  and  making  copy  to  serve 

Service  on  clerk  in  court 

Attending  registrar,  and  getting  cause  put  in  the  paper 

Writing  to  solicitors  for  the  defendants,  informing    them 

thereof 

Attending  court  order  made . 

Paid  court  fees 

Instructions  for  petition  to  lay  out  £6,172  9s.,  cash  accumu- 
lated in  Hungerford  rs.  Drummond 

Drawing  same,  folios  40 . 

Fee  to  Mr.  Shadwell  and  clerk,  to  peruse  and  settle  same 

Attending  him 

Sngrossine  petition  to  present,  as  settled,  folios  80 

Copy  for  the  master  of  the  rolls 

Attending  to  present  same 

Paid  answering 

Two  copies  petition  to  serve 

Attending  serving  same 

Two  brief  copies  for  counsel,  8  brief-sheets  each 

Drawing  observations  to  annex  to  brief  petition,  2  sheets 

Two  fair  copies 

Drawing  and  engrossing  affidavit  of  service  of  petition 

Paid  oath . 

Paid  filing  and  for  office  copy 

Fee  to  Mr.  Shadwell  and  clerk  therewith 

Attending  him -«- 

Attending  accountant  general  for,  and  obtaining  certificate 

Attending  court  petition  heard,  and  ordered  as  prayed 

Paid  court  fees — 

Writing  Mr.  Bush,  at  his  request,  a  report  of  the  proceedings 

Paid  for  minutes  of  order _ 

Close  copy « • 

Attending  settling „>«,«„■ .,. .. 

Paid  for  order  . ..—.——•. 

Attending  passings.  ,.■■,.- 
Paid  entering  »»  »»i^  ,». 


£    9.  «f. 
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Dnwing  request  to  acooantant  general . 

ittending  li^speaking  inveBtment ... . 

Faid 

Piid  for  copy  of  minutes  of  decree .. .. 

CloMcopy .. 

Attending  settling 

Copy  of  minutes  for  Mr.  Bush,  and  writing  him  therewith 

sad  thereon 

Fftid  for  decree 

AtteadlDg  passing 

Pkidentermg .... 

Attending 

Attending  at  the  public  office,  to  obtain  the  name  of  the  master 

in  the  original  cause 

Ptid  msiter's  clerk 

Msking  copy  title,  and  ordering  part  of  decree  for  the  master 

Virrantto  consider  decree,  two  copies,  and  services 

Writing  Mr.  Rush,  informing  him  thereof,  in  order  to  ensure 

hisattendance 6    0 

Attending  warrant  when  master  ordered  the  usual  advertise- 
ment to  be  issued,  and  a  stale  of  facts,  &c.,  to  be  brought  in 
tsto  Madame  Batut's  claim,  and  stated  that  he  could  not 
direct  inquiries  to  be  made  at  Pisa,  as  to  the  death  of  Mr. 
Hongerford,  but  would  allow  the  costs  thereon  if  instituted.  18    4 

Attending  at  Stepney  church  to  search  for  burial  of  John 

^U,  but  found  ho  was  not  buried  there .  110 

P^diearch  and  coach  hire 2    6 

Attending  Mrs.  Fitall,  but  she  declined  giving  any  informa- 
tion, is  the  last  quarterly  payment  had  not  been  made 6    8 

Attending  at  various  places  in  the  neighborhood  to  inquire 
where  he  was  buried,  whon  some  persons  said  in  the  countrv, 
others  at  Fletcher's  chapel,  and  others  at  Saint  George's  in 
the  Sast,  and  ultimately  discovered  a  relative,  who  informed 

Q*  that  he  was  buried  at  Shadwell 

Attending  at  Shadwell  church,  clergyman  and  clerk  both  out, 

and  could  not  search . 

Paid  coach  hire 

Attending  bespeaking  advertisement  as  to  Mr.  Hungerford's 

deith 

Paid  master's  clerk 

Attending  bespeaking  advertisement  as  to  Madame  de  la  Ba- 

tpt's  claim . 

Pwd  master's  clerk 

Attending  at  Shadwell,  searching  for  and  obtaining  certificate 

of  Mr.  Fitall's  death _ 

Paid  for  certificate  and  omnibus  hire 

Inttructions  for  affidavit  verifying  extract 

Drawing  same,  folios  8 

logrossing  same 

Attending  swearing 

^^oath  and  exhibit 

Btaving  and  fair  copy  state  of  facts  as  to  Fitall's  death,  folios 

Witraat  on  leaving  same,  copy,  and  service. 


ilttidiy  Mr,  CulTington,  lira,  Fitall's  solicitor,  as  to  iden- 
•jjl  «  John  FitalT,  when  he  promised  to  see  his  client 

and  let  QB  know  the  result 

^  Gaseite  office,  to  get  advertisement  as  to  Mr. 
tUlb  inserted 
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£    «.  cf. 

Paid  I  and  for  Gazette . ..  18  2 

Attending  at  the  Gazette  office,  to  get  advertisement  as  to  Mrs. 

Batut's  claim  inserted 6  8 

Paid  for  insertion 110 

Copy  of  advertisement  as  to  Hangerford's  death,  for  Times 

newspaper — 2  6 

Attending  inserting  same .  6  8 

Paid  insertion 16  6 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 9  2 

Paid  insertion,  &c. . . 16  5 

The  like  for  Standard 9  2 

Paid  insertion,  Ac.  . 16  5 

Copy  of  advertisement  as  to  Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  for  the  Times 

newspaper 2  6 

Attending  inserting  same 6  8 

Paid  insertion — 16  0 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 9  2 

Paid  insertion,  &c. 16  0 

The  like  for  Standard - 9  2 

Paid  for  insertion,  Ac 16  0 

Several  attendances  in  the  city,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  insert- 
ing the  advertisement  in  foreign  papers,  and  as  to  getting 

same  translated,  &c. 110 

Making  copies  of  advertisements,  to  get  translated  into  French 

and  Italian 6  0. 

Attending  translation  therewith,  and  afterwards  for  same 18  4 

Paid  them 2    6  6 

Making  twelve  copies  for  insertion  in  foreign  papers 1  10  0 

Attending  Mr.  Deacon,  the  newspaper  agent,  therewith,  and 

instructing  him  thereon 18  4. 

Paid  for  foreign  advertisements 12    2  11 

Attending  paying  same,  and  for  receipt 6  8 

The  proprietors  of  the  Times  newspaper  having  made  an  error 
in  tae  name  of  Mr.  Hungerford :  attending  at  their  office 
and  rectifying  same,  and  giving  instruction  for  another  in- 
sertion   6  8 

Attending  Mr.  Deacon  to  ascertain  if  he  had  corrrespondent 
at  Leghorn  to  whom  we  could  forward  instructions  to  obtain 
the  information  of  Mr.  Hungerford 's  death,  and  obtaining 

the  direction  of  same — — — 6  8 

Writing  very  long  and  special  letter  to  Madame  Batut  as  to 
her  claim  on  the  estate,  and  requiring  the  necessary  proof, 

and  requesting  information  as  to  her  son's  death,  &c 7  6. 

Copy  same,  to  keep  as  evidence 6  0 

"Writing  Mr.  Hush,  with  Mrs.  Batut's  answer 5  0 

Attending  at  Gazette  office  to  get  advertisements  as  to  Mr. 

Hungerford's  death  inserted  second  time 6  8 

Paid  for  Guzette  and  insertion 18  2- 

Copy  advertisement  for  Times  newspaper 2  6 

Attending  inserting  same 6  8 

Paid  insertion,  &c 16  5 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 9  2 

Paid  insertion,  &c 16  6 

The  like  for  Standard .—  9  2 

Paid  insertion,  &c 16  5 

Attending  at  Gazette  office  to  get  advertisement  as  to  claim  of 

Madame  de  la  Batut  inserted  a  second  time 6  8 

Paid  for  insertion 110 

Copy  advertisement  for  Times  newspaper 2  6 
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£    $.  d. 

AtteikdiDg inserting  Bame : ,.  6    8 

Piid  insertion . -— 16    o 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald ....  9    2 

And  for  insertion,  &c. .. ..  16    0 

The  like  for  Standard 9     2 

Psid  for  insertion,  &o ^ 16     q 

Ttanfoe 1     1 


Eabtsb  Tsbm,  1887. 


8 


Attending  Mr.  Cullington  to  know  if  he  could  identify  Mr. 
Fitall,  which  he  declined  doing  unless  the  arrears  of  the 

innoitywere  paid 6    8 

Attending  bespeaking  peremptory  advertisement  as  to  Hun- 

jjerford's  death 6    8 

Hid  msster's  clerk 110 

The  like  charges  as  to  Madame  Batut's  claim 17    8 

Attending  Mr.  Bush  with  Madame  de  la  Batut's  letter,  and 
conferring  thereon,  when  ho  agreed  with  us  in  thinking  that 

she  bad  abandoned  all  claim  under  the  estate ....  6    8 

Attending  at  Ghizette  office  to  get  peremptory  advertisement 

inserted  as  to  Mr.  Hungerford's  death 

Piid  for  Gazette  and  insertion 

^P7  adyertisement  for  Times  newspaper 

Attending  inserting  the  same 

Pudinaertion,  Ac 

belike  for  Morning  Herald 

Piid  insertion,  Ac 

The  like  for  Standard - 

Psid  insertion,  Ac 

Attending  at  Ghazette  office  to  get  peremptory  advertisement 

s>  to  claim  of  Madame  de  la  Batut  inserted.* 

Paid  insertion 

^y  of  advertisement  for  Times  newspaper 

Attending  inserting  same 

Psid  insertion 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 

Psid  insertion 

The  like  for  SUndard  .— — 

Paid  insertion 

Attending  at  Gazette  office  to  get  peremptory  advertisement 

inserted  a  second  time  as  to  death  of  Mr.  Hungurford 

Psid  for  Qtizetto  and  insertion 

€opy  advertisement  for  Times 

Attending  inserting  same 

P»id  insertion,  Ac 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 

Paid  insertion,  &c 

Tnelike  for  Standard.. 

Paid  insertion,  &c 

Attending  at  the  Gazette  office  to  insert  the  peremptory  adver- 
tisement a  second  time  as  to  claim  of  Madame  do  la  Batut. 

Paid  for  insertion  and  Gazette 

Copj  advertisement  for  Times 

Paid  inj>ertion 

The  like  for  Morning  Herald 

Paid  insertion 

The  like  for  Standard 

Paid  insertion ^ — 

Attending  at  Mr.  Deacon's  to  ascertain  if  any  of  the  foreign 
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£  »,  d. 

papers  had  arrived,  wbcu  ho  handed  us  three  of  the  French 

papers  which  ho  had  only  received  that  morning G    8 

Perusing  and  examining  same,  and  ascertaining  they  were  full 
of  errors;  attending  Mr.  Deacon  again,  and  correcting  same, 

and  requesting  him  to  get  same  correctk  inserted 18    4 

Writing  Madame  de  la  Batut,  in  answer  to  her  last  letter,  and 
requesting  any  information  she  could  give  as  to  the  death  of 

Mr.  Hungerford 6    0 

Making  two  copies  of  peremptory  advertisement  to  get  trans- 
lated into  French  and  Italian 5    O 

Attending  translators  therewith,  and  afterwards  for  same 18    4 

Paid  them 2    6    6 

Making  12  copies  for  insertion  in  the  foreign  papers 1  10    O 

Attending  Mr.  Deacon  therewith,  and  instructing  him  thereon  18    4 

Paid  for  foreign  advertisements 12    8    O 

Writing  long  letter  to  Mrs.  Batut,  in  answer 6    O 

Attending  paying  for  foreign  advertisements  and  for  receipts.  6  8 
Attending  Mr.  Batut  in  very  long  conference,  when  ho  urged 
the  claim  of  Madame  de  la  Batut ;  but  we  informed  him  wo 
had  no  discretion  to  apply  the  funds,  except  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  court,  and  told  him  to  carry  in  a  claim  before 
the  master ;  when  he  stated  *^  he  would  submit  certain  docu- 
ments of  evidence  material  to  the  plaintiiTs  case,  lor  an  in- 
spection at  half-past  10  o'clock  next  day" 18    4 

Paid  for  oaths  of  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore,  and  Fladgate  to 

three  copies  of  bill  delivered  to  Mr.  Bush    18     ft 

April  29. — Attending  Mr.  Batut  for  upwards  of  two  hours, 
when  he  appeared  desirous  of  making  terms  as  to  the  infor- 
mation he  could  give  relative  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford  without  children,  which  he  assured  us  wo  could  not  ob- 
tain elsewhere ;  and  informing  him  we  could  communicate 
with  plaintiff  thereon,  and  requesting  him  to  put  any  legal 
claims  he  might  have  into  the  hands  of  his  solicitors,  and  we 

promised  to  represent  to  Mr.  Rush  his  statement 110 

Writing  to  Mr.  Bush  on  the  above  subject,  and  requesting  ap- 
pointment to  meet  him 6    O 

May  1. — Attending  Mr.  Gardner  in  long  conference  as  to  the 
claims  of  Madame  Batut,  which  we  thought  were  much 
larger  than  would  be  allowed  her  on  proof  before  the  mas- 
ter ;  and  we  postponed  a  final  determination  until  we  had 

again  looked  through  the  papers 18     4 

May  2. — Attending  at  Mr.  Hush's  in  long  conference  as  to  the 
application  of  Mr.  Butut,  when  it  was  decided  that  wo  could 
not  offer  any  pledge  that  attention  would  bo  paid  to  his  ap- 
plication, but  that  we  must  procure  from  him  such  informa- 
tion as  he  could  give,  and,  if  it  appeared  that  he  had  any  just 
claim,  we  would  offer  no  technical  or  unnecessary  delay  to  it  18     4 

May  4. — Attending  Mr.  Gardner,  conferring  very  fully  again 
hereon  ;  when  he  stated  that  Mr.  Smithson  possessed  himself 
of  the  property  of  the  late  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  never  ren- 
dered an  aooount;  and  that  he  (Mr.  Gardner)  considered 
that  a  bill  should  now  be  filed  against  the  defendunt,  (Drum- 
mond,)  as  executor  of  the  testator  in  this  cauwe,  for  such 
account;  and  that  it  was  expected  a  larger  sum  would  bo 
found  to  have  been  received  ;  but  that  ut  all  events  u  eluiin 
would  be  established  to  a  lifo  interest  in  a  sum  equal  to  that 
stated  in  tlie  will  to  bo  the  nephew's  property,  viz :  £260 
per  annum,  which,  in  point  of  fact,  had  been  the  amount  of 
allowances  made  to  Mr-.  Batut  by  tho  tnst.'itor,  «s  she  could 
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proTe;  and  we  arged  thai  filing  a  bill  would  be  uselees,  as  it 
WBi  impossible  to  furnish  an  account,  but  would  search 
through  all  the  documents  in  the  plaintiff's  custody  or 
power,  snd  give  them  every  facility  to  settle  the  matter  in 

the  master's  office .................... 18    4 

JCaj  6.— Attending  Hons.  Batut  for  upwards  of  two  hoursi 
when  we  told  him  the  only  chance  for  his  obtaining  any  re- 
muneration from  the  plaintiff  was  to  furnish  him  with 
srery  information  in  his  power  relative  to  the  death  of  Mr. 
Hangerford,  which  he  seemed  very  unwilling  to  do,  without 
a  pledge  that  something  should  be  done ;  and  wo  assured  him 
that  xo  party  here  could  give  such  pledge ;  and  that  if  he 
wab  really  disposed  to  sell  his  information,  he  must  put  his 
terms  into  writing ;  when  he  stated  that  ho  would  consider 
the  coarse  to  adopt;  and  advising  him  to  give  us  the  infor- 
mation, and  informing  him,  if  ho  did  not,  wo  should  resist 

Madame  Batut's  claim  in  every  possible  way . 110 

Hay  6.~ Attending  at  Mr.  Deacon's ;  going  through  and  pe- 
niaing  the  documents  deposited  in  the  boxes,  &c.,  to  answer 
Mr.    Oardner's  inquiry,  but  could  find  nothing ;   engaged 

several  hours 1 1     1    0 

May  11.— Attending  Mr.  Ghirdner  as  to  Mr.  Batut*s  claim, 
when  be  required  to  be  furnibhed  with  an  account  of  the 

S^ytncnts  made  bv  Mr.  Smithson  in  his  lifetime  to  Madame 
^  la  Batut,  which  we  promised  to  procure,  as  evidence  (»f 

the  fand  she  might  claim  under  the  will  of  Dickinson 13    4 

Attending  Mr.  Deacon,  making  inquiry  as  to  the  foreign  pa- 
p^i^,  when  ho  handed  us  several  French  ones,  and  promised 

t^  write  for  the  Italian 6    8 

Hay  18.— Attending  Mr.  Batut  on  his  furnishing  us  with  the 
T^uired  information,  when  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford  was  buried  at  a  Dominican  convent,  at  Pisa,  under  the 
Dime  of  Baron  do  la  Batut,  on  the  5th  June,  1886,  and  that 
ft  (tone  was  raised  to  his  memory ;  but  that  his  servant,  Leo 
^«rnt,  could  not  be  found,  and  ho  urged  his  claim  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  plaintiff;  when  wo  informed  him 
that  we  could  not  entertain  such  claim,  but  referred  him  ut 

once  to  Mr.  Bush,  or  to  the  American  Government 18     4 

Attending  Mr.  Bush  afterwards,  conferring  on  Mr.  Batut'^  in- 
forroatiun  and  application,  when  it  was  determined  that  a 
DMeling  should  take  place  in  our   presence   between    Mr. 

Buahand  Mr.  Batut __ —  13    4 

Attending  Mr.  Gardner  to  confer  as  to  appointment  with 
HoDsieur  Batut,  but  he  was  out  of  town  ;  writing  Mr.  Bush 

thereon 6    0 

Term  fee,  &c - —  1     I     8 

Trinity  Tkrm,  183T. 

Attending  at  Messrs.  Drummond,  going  through  their  books 
to  ascertain  whether  any  drafts  bad  been  drawn  upon  thorn 
by  the  testator,  which  would  tally  with  the  claim  brought 
forward  by  Mrs.  Batut,  but  found  it  was  the  testator's  habit 
to  draw  only  for  large  sums,  and  his  account  proved  nothing 

May  80. — Paid  for  copy  charge  of  Mrs.  Batut's,  folios  36 

Attending  warrant  to  proceed  thereon,  when  tho  master  di- 
rected interrogatories  to  be  exhibited  for  the  cxamiuution  of 

Mr.  Drummond 

Jane  1. — Paid  for  copy  charge  of  Mr?.  Fitall,  folios  12 
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June  2. — ^Attending  Mr.  Batut  further  as  to  his  alleged  claim, 
and  the  information  he  still  withheld  and  promised  to  a£ford 
OS 6    8 

June  6. — Attending  him  again  on  the  above  subject,  and  ask- 
ing him  what  he  required  ;  when  he  promised  to  consider 
our  request,  and  see  us  thereon  next  day 6    8 

Attending  Messrs.  Pemberton,  advising  them  what  had  taken 

Slace,  and  requesting  them  to  attend  the  next  day  with  Mr. 
latut 6    8 

June  6. — Attending  warrant  on  Mrs.  Fitall's  charge  when  the 
master  directed  an  affidavit  in  support  verifying  when  he 
died 6    8 

June  6. — Attending  Mr.  Batut,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Bush, 
when  Mr.  Batut  stated  that  he  would  make  the  requisite  af- 
fidavit, and  taking  full  instructions  for  same ;  but  on  our 
application  for  an  appointment  to  swear  same,  he  changed 
his  mind,  and  stated  that  he  would  not  make  the  affidavit 
unless  he  had  a  pledge  from  Mr.  Rush  that  hu  would  support 
his  claim  in  America,  which  he  did  not  feel  justified  in  giv- 
ing, and  therefore  the  treaty  was  broken  off;  engaged  up- 
wards of  two  hours 

Instructions  for  affidavit 

Drawing  same,  folios  14 

Attending  Messrs.  Pemberton  thereon,  and  urging  them  to 
get  affidavit  made,  and  to  bring  in  same  evidence  in  support 
of  their  state  of  fact* 

June  9. — Writing  Mr.  Bush  very  fully  thereon 

June  10. — Attending  Mr.  Bush  in  very  long  conference  on 
Mr.  Batut *s  conduct,  and  informing  him  of  the  nature  of  the 
evidence  sent  us  from  Italy,  which  we  thought  was  quite 
sufficient 18    4 

Attending  Mr.  Oullington,  pressing  him  to  leave  in  the  mas- 
ter's office  his  affidavit,  rcsquired  in  support  of  charge  as  to 
Fitall's  annuity,  when  ho  promised  to  see  his  client  thereon 
and  to  proccodwiih  the  charge  forthwith 6    8 

Paid  poetagro  of  foreign  letter  from  Mr.  Berri 4     1 

Juno  16. — Attending  Mr.  Gardner  to  press  him  to  bring  in  the 
particulars  of  proof  of  Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  and  conferring  on 
claim - - 6    8 

Juno  19. — Paid  for  ci^pv  affidavit  in  support  of  charge  of  Mrs. 

FiUlK  folios  8 1 1     0 

Juno  20. — Attending  warrant  to  pr<.H?eed  on  charge  of  Mr«. 

Fitall's  same  allowed 6    8 

Paid  for  warrant  for  Mrs.  Batut  to  bring  in  ovidoneo  in  sup- 
]H>rt  of  charge,  otherwise  it  would  be  disallowed,  copy  and 
service,  ^noclork  in  tvurt) 5    6 

Wriiinj:  Mr.  Bush  as  to  FitalPs  annuitv 6    0 

Juno  23. — Writing  Mr.  Bush,  at  defenclanl  Drummond's  re- 
quest, touchini;  an  application  made  to  him  by  Mr.  Batut, 
and  requiring  nis  instructiv^ns  thertvn 6    0 

Havini^  rvcoivod  tVv^m  Loshorn  an  offici!%l  oertificato  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Hungerford,  authenticated  bv  Mr.  Falconer, 
(the  consul ;)  attending  at  the  Foreign  OSce,  to  ascertain 
what  gentleman  connected  with  the  office  could  veriiV  the 
M^nature,  and  fbund  Mr,  Hertslel  was  known  to  hira,  but 
iMwaslhMii  Iowa —  6    8 

June  SI— AttMdte  1I«mnw  FnbUhmi  A  Co,,  on  their  suh- 
ttll£ tibttv  VM# ■■■■■■!»■  *> t«  itf npUom  i^  lb«  InterrcfMUories, 
\f0   -^  ''"^^  ^7   wf««  aniLKMis  to 
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tsimine  tome  papers  belonging  to  the  testator,  in  a  black 
tmnk  in  oar  poaeeeaion — going  tnroagh  same  with  him — but 

tkey  afforded  him  no  information;  engaged  two  hours 18    4 

June  26. — Mtonding  Mr.  Oardner  this  morning,  upwards  of 
two  hoars,  on  the  aalvject  of  Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  endeavor- 
ing to  come  to  some  arrangement,  and  to  ascertain  if  her 

claim  was  really  founded  in  J astico 18    4 

June  29.— The  master  having  required  evidence  of  the  inser- 
tion of  ihe  foreign  advertisements,  and  as  to  their  correct- 
ness; instructions  for  affidavits ^ ... 

I>rawing  same,  and  fair  copies ;  folios  14 ^ L... 

Fair  copy  for  perusal 

Attending  Mr.  Deacon  and  Mr.  Wbittaker,  severally,  there- 
with; and  finally  settling  same . 

Sngrossing  same 

Attending  Mr.  Deacon  to  the  public  office,  to  get  sworn  to  the 

same;  Mr.  Whitaker  could  not  attend 

Paid  two  oaths 

July  1.— Attending  Mr.  Whittaker  to  get  tworn 

Paidotth - 

Paid  Mr.  Whittaker  and  Mr.  Deacon  for  loss  of  time  and 

trouble 

Attending  payine  same,  and  keeping  receipt 

"Warrant  on  leaving  two  copies,  and  services 

Attending  Mr.  Gardner,  pressing  him  to  support  a  claim  of 
Mrs.  Batut's ;  informing  him,  if  not  done  forthwith,  we 
should  exclude  her  altogether  from  the  report ;  when  he  in- 
formed 08,  if  we  did,  ho  should  immediately  file  a  bill 6    8 

Attending  warrant,  as  to  Mrs.  Batut's  OTidcnco  in  support  of 
her  charge,  when  Mr.  Gardner  undertook  to  have  interrog- 
atories on  the  following  day 

Paid  for  copy  of  interrogatories — for  twelve  close  copies 

Carrisgeof  parcel  from  jPisa 

Sncloeing  certificate 

Hiiving  received  the  above  certiflcate  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Huogerford,  attendioc:  Mr.  Whittaker  to  got  same  trans- 
lated  _.; 

Paid  his  charges 

Attending  warrant  to  settle  interrogatories  as  to  Mrs.  Batut's 
claim,  when  the  master  allowed  same,  subject  to  any  objec- 
tion the  defendant  might  make  to  the  exhibits  which  were 

not  left  in  the  office 16     8 

^wranta  for  Mrs.  Batut,  to  bring  in  exhibits  copy  and  ser- 

vi?e— not  in  cause 6    6 

Jwjy  17.— Attending  counsel,  in  long  conference,  as  to  these 

interrogatories  and  exhibits — . 13     4 

P^dhisfee,  and  clerk 1     0    0 

Attending 6    8 

Attending  to  Mr.  Rush,  in  very  long  conference  on  the  state 
of  the  suit,  and  advising  with  him  as  to  incurring  any  extra 

expense  in  the  inquiries  after  Mr.  Hungorford's  death 13    4 

''riting  Messrs.  Pemberton  on  the  proposed  exhibits,  and 

cop;r - - 6    0 

nritinr  to  Mr.  Rush  very  fully,  in  answer  to  a  letter  received 

from  him  as  to  probable  time  suit  would  take 7     6 

mwing  request  to  accountant  general  to  invest  dividends 2    6 

Attending  him  thereon ._ 6    8 

Pkidhiifee — 4    0 

AttMiding  Mr.  Roah,  informing  him  of  the  impossibility  of 
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obtaining  report  before  office  closed,  and  explaining  the  ne- 
cessity or  giving  Madame  Batut  the  means  of  establishing 

her  claim,  rather  than  file  a  bill 6    S 

Attending  warrant  to  proceed  on  Mrs.  Batut 's  claim,  when 

exhibits  were  left  in  support  thereof 6    8 

Paid  for  copy  examined,  folios  28 — —  8    6 

Close  copy 9    4 

July  25.-Attcnding  warrant  and  interrogatories  when  the  same 
were  finally  settled,  the  solicitors  for  Madame  do  la  Batut 

having  brought  in  exhibits 6    8 

Drawing  and  fair  copy  state  of  facts  as  to  the  death  of  Henry 

Hungerford,  folios  48 - 1  12    O 

Warrant  on  leaving  same,  two  copies  and  services 6    0 

Instructions  for  affidavits  in  support 6    S. 

Drawing  same,  and  fair  copy,  rolioa  4 4    O 

Attending  Mr.  Hertslet  several  times  to  endeavor  to  get  him 

to  appoint  a  time  to  swear,  but  could  not 6    8 

Attending  at  the  Master's  office  to  examine  exhibits  with  the 

copies,  and  engaged  comparing  same,  but  found  one  missing  6    8 

Attending  Mr.  Hush  in  a  very  long  conference  on  the  subject 

of  this  suit 18    4 

August  14. — Attending  at  the  Foreign  Office  and  conferring  on 
the  affidavit  with  Mr.  Hertslet,  when  he  requested  us  to 
leave  the  report,  certificates,  and  affidavits  with  him,  and 

he  would  appoint  a  time  to  swear  affidavit 18    4 

Engrossing  affidavit,  folios  4 2    O 

Attending  Mr.  Hertslet  to  be  sworn C    8 

Paid  oath  and  exhibit 4    O 

Paid  his  charges 110 

Warrant  on  leaving  copy  and  service 6    0 

Postage  of  letter  to  Mr.  Tannin,  in  answer  to  his  letter  rela- 
tive to  death  of  Mr.  Hungerford 1    8 

Writing  very  long  letter  to  Mr.  Hush,  informing  him  of  what 

had  taken  place 6    0 

Instructions  for  further  affidavits  in  support 6    8 

Drawing  same,  and  fair  copy,  folios  20 10    0 

Engrossing  same 6    8 

Writing  Mr.  Bush,  stating  the  result  of  our  inquiries  touching 
the  property  formerly  bolonging  to  Mr.  Dickinson,  under 

whose  will  Mrs.  Batut  claimed 6    0 

Sept.  2. — Attending  Mr.  Hush,  conferring  and  explaining  the 
position  of  Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  and  theefifect  of  the  informa- 
tion received  from  France,  from  which  it  would  appear  that 

such  claim  was  fraudulent 18    4 

Instructions  for  affidavit  of  Mr.  Whittaker  as  to  verification 

of  translated  copy  of  report  from  Pira 

Drawing  same,  and  fair  copy,  folios  4 

Copy  report  to  annex  as  exhibit 

Attending  Mr.  Whittaker,  conferring  thereon,  and   getting 

him  to  settle  same 

Engrossing  same,  folios  4 

Attending  him  to  be  sworn 

Paid  oaths  and  exhibits 

Warrant  and  leaving  copy  and  service 

Paid  him  for  loss  of  time 

Attending  swearing  further  affidavits  in  support  of  plaintiff's 

facts 

Paid  oath,  &€._.: . 

Term  fee  and  letters — 
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Warrant  on  leavine  samej  copy  and  service 

Warrant  to  proceea  on  Mrs.  Batut's  charge,  copy  and  soryice 

Attending  warrant,  and  proceeding  thereon 

InstracttonB  for  affidavit  lor  Mr.  Curdy,  verifying  translation 
of  notarial  act  made  at  Paris  after  the  decease  of  Mr.  Hun- 

gerford 

I>rawing  same,  and  fair  copy,  folios  4 '. 

Copy  translation,  to  annex  as  an  exhibit 

Engrossing  affidavit,  folios  4 

Attending  to  be  sworn 

Paid  oath,  Ac . 

Warrant  on  leaving  two  copies  and  service 

Warrant  on  leaving  further  evidence 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  very  long  conference  on  the  progress 
of,  and  advising  on,  this  suit,  and  taking  his  instructions 

thereon 

Paid  for  transcript  of  account 

Attending  bespeaking,  and  afterwards  for  same 

Drawing  request  to  accountant  general  to  invest  dividends 

Attending  bespeaking  investment  of  dividends 

Paid  fee 

Instructions  for  affidavit  of  Mr.  Hertslct,  verifying  notarial  act 

as  to  death  of  Mr.  Hungerford 

l>rawing  same,  and  fair  copy,  folios  4 

Attending  him  to  peruse  and  settle  same 

Engrossing  same .. 

Attending  him  to  be  sworn 

Paid  oath  and  exhibit 

Paid  his  charge 

Warrant  on  leavins;  two  copies  and  services 

Warrant  to  proceed  on  state  of  facts,  and  charge  of  plaintiff, 

as  to  death  of  Mr.  Hungerford,  copy  and  gcrvico 

Attending  warrant,  pamc  proceeded  with  and  allowed,  and 

warrant  ordered  to  bo  ipsued  on  Mrs.  Batut's  charge 

Warrant  to  proceed  on  state  of  facts,  and  charge  of  Airs.  Ba- 
tut's, copy  and  service 

Attendint^  bespeaking  transcript  in  original  cause,  and  after- 
wards for  same 

Paid 

Sep.  29. — Attending  Mr.  Rush,  reporting  and  advising  on  the 

progress  of  the  proceedings  in  the  master's  office! 6     8 

Dec.  4. — Attending  warrant  and  proceeding  on  facts  and 
•hargc   of  Mrs.  Batut,  when   the   master   directed   another 

warrant  to  issue 6     8 

Warrant  to  proceed,  three  copies  and  service 8     6 

Attending  warrant  when  the  master  said  ho  thought  she  had 
established  a  claim  to  half  of  the  income  of  the  French 
fund,  but  would  give  us  leave  to  inquire  and  prove,  if  wo 
could,  that  it  had  been  already  satisfied  and  he  directed  us 
to  obtain  an  order  to  state  special  circumstances  in  regard 

to  her  claim,  the  words  of  the  decree  not  being  sufficient 6     8 

Writing  Mr.  Kush  very  fully  thereon 6    0 

Attending  Mr.  Kush  in  a  very  long  conference,  and  advising 
with  him  on  the  expediency  of  opposing  Mrs.  Batut's  claim, 
as  it  would  cause  much  delay,  and  atop  the  order  on  furthgr 
directions;  and  explaining  same  fully  to  him,  whtsn  he  pro- 
mised to  consider  toe  same,  and  see  us  again  thereon 18    4 
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Dec  14. — Attending  Mr.  BoAh  in  Tery  long  conference  m  to 
Mrs.  BmtatfOn  his  having  daly  considered  the  subject;  when 
he  instructed  us  to  write  to  Paris  to  obtain  such  evidence 
as  we  could,  and  lay  same  before  counsel,  to  advise  on  the 
expediency  of  opposing  Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  we  being  of 
opinion  that  evidence  might  be  obtained  that  would  repel 

Dec.  19. — Attending  at  the  Foreign  Office  to  make  inquiry 
touching  the  swearing  of  affidavits  abroad  before  a  proper 
tribunal,  and  found  that  they  could  be  sworn  before  the 

British  consul 

Instructions  for  affidavit  to  be  sworn  by  the  stock  broker  who 

transferred  same ,,.  ■  , 

Drawing  same  and  fiur  copy,  folios  6,  and  fair  copy  to  send  to 

Paris - 

Instructions  for  affidavit  of  a  notary  as  to  some  documents  in 

his  possession  relative  to  the  transfer 

Drawing  same  and  fair  copy,  folios  8 

Fair  copy  to  send  to  Paris 

WritingMr.  Truftant  therewith  and  fully  thereon,  and  urging 
him  to  get  affidavits  sworn  if  possible  in  their  present  shape, 
but,  if  not.  to  advise  with  some  English  solicitor  at  Paris..  7    6 

Dec  29. — Postage  letter  from  Kr«  Truftant  requiring  further 

instruction 

Writing  to  him  very  fully  thereon 

Instructions  to  amend  decree 

Drawing  notice  of  motion  to  amend  decree 

Copy  and  service 

Drawing  and  engrossing  affidavit  of  service 

Attending  swearmg 

Paidoath^ 

Attending  filing  and  for  office  copv 

Paid I 

Drawing  brief  for  counsel  to  move 

Paid  him  and  clerk 

Attending  him 

Jan.  8,  183S  — Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  very  long  conference 

on  the  progress  of  the  cause,  &c 1 

Term  foe,  &c 

HiLAmT  TxmM,  188& 

Jan.  11. — Attending  cc^urt,  motion  made  and  ordered  accord- 
ingly  18    4 

Postsjre  of  letter  to  Mr.  Truf\ant  requesting  to  be  furnished 

with  A  cv'»py  of  Mrs.  Batut^s  claim T 

Copy  same,  to  send,  folic*  S6 

Wriiing  bim  very  (Ully  therewith  and  thereon 

Paid  fv>T  copy  minutes* 

Close  copy..' 

Attending  settling 

Paid  ft^T  order .. 

Attending  7y<gister  to  draw  up  and  p«»  order ..m.... 

Paid  entorin^ 

Attending  \o  enter  same ^«. 

Jan.  dil~Pv*Uge  of  a  letter  fV\>m  Mr.  Truftant^  containins:  a 
certificate,  signed  bv  the  ohai^  d'affaires,  which,  fKMn  his 

letter,  appeared  the  Vost  evidence  he  cvHild  pr^xnin^  for  us S    4 

Writing  him  that  same  was  not  aofficient^  and  n«quM4ing  to 
know,  per  return,  whether  or  not  the  stock  bn^ker  ooold 
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£    «.  d, 
make  an  affidavit  as  to  fact  of  instructing  him  thereon,  and, 
if  he  could  not  procure  such  affidavit,  to  make  one  himself.  7    6 

Jan.  80.— Postage  letter  from  Mr.  Truftant 6    0 

Jan.  31.— Attending  Mr.  Rush,  fully  conferring  us  to  the  in- 
qoiries  touching  Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  when  bo  stated  be  would 

consider  same,  and  decide  whether  to  proceed  or  not 18    4 

Peb.  6.— Attending  Mr.  Hush  on  his  wishing  to  know  the  re- 
mit of  the  proceedings  if  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Batut  wore  re- 
listed, and  to  what  extent  the  proceedings  mieht  be  carried 
hj  her,  and  explaining  same  very  fully  to  him,  when  he 

wished  us  to  write  a  letter  to  him  thereon 

"Writing  letter  and  copy 

Feb.  6.— Attending  counsel  in  long  conference  on  the  evidence 
obtained  from  Paris,  and  as  to  the  expediency  of  bringing 

tame  into  the  master's  office ; 

Fee  to  him  and  clerk  thereon 

Attending  him 

Copy  of  Mr.  Truftant's  affidavit,  to  keep 

Warrant  on  leaving  three  copies,  and  services 

Warrant  to  proceea  on  claim,  three  copies,  and  services . 

Feb.  19. — Attending  warrant  and  proceeding  on  state  of  facts 
and  affidavits  in  opposition  to  Mrs.  Batut's  claim,  when 

claim  allowed 6    8 

Warrant  to  show  cause  why  warrant  on  preparing  draught  re- 
port should  not  issue,  three  copies,  and  services 8    6 

Feb.  21. — Attending  warrant,  no  cause  shown 6    8 

Warrant,  on  preparing  three  copies,  and  services ««  8    6 

Copy  will  of  testator  tor  the  master,  folios  8 2    8 

Paid  for  copy  draught  report,  folios  48 ...  6    0 

Close  copy — 16    0 

March  I. — Warrant  to  settle,  three  copies,  and  services —  8    6 

Attending  same — — .  6    8 

Attendinj^  Messrd.  Pemberton,  coiiforring  very  fully  on  the 
draught  report  and  the  scvoral  inaccuracies  therein,  and  cal- 
culating amount  of  arrears,  &c.,  due 6     8 

Attending  warrant  on  charge  of  Messrs.  Clarko  &  Co.,  when 

fiameallowod 6     8 

Paid  for  copy  same,  folios  6 9 

Clfh?ecopy 2     0 

Paid  for  copy  affidavit  in  support,  folios  4 6 

Cl(»6o  copy 1     4 

Anothor  warrant  to  settle  report,  throe  copies,  and  services 8     6 

Attending  warrant  and  settling  report ;  but  the  nla^te^  di- 
rected many  additions  to  be  made  thereto,  and  an  affidavit 
to  be  obtained  from  a  broker  in  the  city  as  to  the  amount  of 

exchange ._  6     8 

Attending  Mr.  Uush  in  very  long  conference  thereon  before, 
at,  and  after  the  above  warrant,  when  he  directed  us  to  ob- 
tain the  order  on  further  directions  us  soon  as  possible 

Harch  9. — Attending  Mr.  Rush  again,  conferring  fully  herein 
March  12. — Attending  Messrs.  Pemberton  as  to  the  cause  of 
delay  in  obUiining  the  necessary  affidavit,  when  they  prom- 
ised to  bring  same  in  in  a  few  days 

Paid  for  copy  of  affidavit  of  Mr.  Boyd,  folios  G — 

Close  copy 

March   17. — Attending  warrant  and  proceeding  on  state  of 

facts  

March  20. — Paid  for  fresh  copy  report,  folios  44 

Clo«e  copy -  14    8 
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Warrant  to  sign,  three  copies,  and  services 8  6 

Attending  same 6.  8 

Paid  for  drawing,  signing,  and  transcribing  report 3     9  6 

Paid  filing  and  for  office  copy —  1  16  10 

Attending  to  file — 6  8 

Drawing  and  engrossing  petition  to  confirm  report  absolute 

in  the  first  instance 4  0 

Attending  getting  consents 6  -8 

Attending  to  present 6  8 

Paid  answer  and  for  order —  7  0 

Two  copies  and  services  on  clerks  in  court 4  0 

Draught  on  Pemberton 2  6 

Drawing  and  engrossing  petition,  to  set  down  cause  on  further 

directions  and  costs 4  0 

Attending  to  present 6  8 

Paid  answer  and  setting  down  cause,  &c 19  0 

Two  copies,  and  services,  order  on  clerks  in  court 4  0 

Draught  on  Messrs.  Pemberton 2  6 

Attending  defendant's  solicitor  for  consent  to  bear  cause  im- 
mediately    18  4 

Making  copy  decree  for  the  master  of  the  rolls,  four  sides 2  8 

Do.  report,  folios  48 16  0 

Attending  to  leave  same 6  8 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  very  long  conference,  explaining  that 
the  report  had  been  confirmed,  and  giving  him  extracts  of 
all  the  dates  and  proceedings,  &c.,  and  advising  him  as  to 

the  future  proceedings,  &c 18  4 

Drawing  and  engrossing  copy  affidavit  of  service  of  order  to 

set  cause  down ,«  8  4 

Attending  to  be  sworn ; 6  8 

Paid  oath _ 1  6 

Attending  filing  and  afterwards  for  same 6  8 

Paid  filing  and  for  office  copy 8  4 

Attending  Mr.  Rush,  informing  him  cause  was  sot  down  and 

would  bo  heard  in  Easter  term,  and  conferring  thereon 18  4 

Instructions  for  petition * 6  8 

Drawing  and  fair  copy  petition  to  be  heard  with  the  cause,  on 

further  directions,  folios  88 .  4    8  0 

Attending  Mr.   Rush,  conferring  thereon,  when  he  wished 

counsel  to  bo  advised  with  thereon 18  4. 

Attending  conferring  with  Mr.  Shadwell  thereon,  when  head- 
vised  cause  to  bo  sot  down  and  petition  to  be  presented  after- 
wards   18  4 

Paid  his  foe  and  clerk 16  0 

Attending  him 6  8 

Drawing  proposed  minutes,  folios  12 12  0 

Pair  copy  for  Mr.  Shadwell 4  0 

Attending  him  in  conference  and  settling  same 13  4 

Paid  his  ice  and  c.erk 16  0 

Attending  him 6  8 

Two  copies  minutes  for  defendants , 6  8 

Attending  them  therewith  and  thereon,  and  finally  agreeing 

to  same I 18  4 

Drawing  brief  on  further  directions,  seven  brief-sheets 2    6  8 

Two  fair  copies  for  counsel 2    6  8 

Drawing  observations  for  plaintiff,  2  brief  sheets 13  4 

Two  fair  copioe  for  counsel 13  4 

Attending  Heiert.  Pemberton  on  their  requesting  some  infor- 
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Z    8,  (L 
naUoii  in  order  to  draw  their  petition,  and  giving  them 
tame,  en^rtged  some  time,  term  foe,  &c . 118 

Easter  Tsrm,  1838. 

Atteadiog  to  beapeak  and  afterwards  for  certificate  of  funds  in 

eoort  in  this  cause 

^  like  in  original  cause  — 

IbetoMr.  Pemberton  and  clerk  with  brief - 

AtteDdlnghim 

I'totoMr.ShadweUandclerk 

AtteDdlnghim 

Attending  Mr.  Shad  well,  obtaining  his  certificate  for  cause  to 

kekwrd  short 

Attending  register  therewith,  and  getting  cause  put  in  the 

papwfor  next  short  cause  day 

Attending  Mr.  Pemberton  to  appoint  a  consultation  at  West- 

minater 

fee  to  Mr.  Pemberton  and  clerk  thereon . 

TkeHke,  Mr.  Shadwell 

Attending  him..-—.— ....- — . . . . — — 

Writragto  Mr.  Rush  informing  him  of  consultation 

Attending  con^ultation  when  Mr.  Pemberton  expressed  his 
ngret  Uiat  the  petition  had  not  been  presented,  and  directed 

Mr.Shtdwell  to  draw  same  immediately 

^iW  for  room 

May  ].— Mr.  Clarke  and  Fladgate's  attending  court ;  cause 
Mirdand  ordered  as  per  minutes,  ajr'ecd,  but  the  order  to 
stand  oTer  for  petition  to  come  on  m  to  funds  being  paid  to 

Mr.Ruih....r- 

Paid  court  fees . 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  very  long  conference,  explaining  to 
him  fully  what  had  taken  plac^,  and  he  directed  us  to  use  all 

«pedition -^— 13    4 

PeroiiDg  sod  considering  former  petition,  and  altering  same 

in  many  respects ... 

Fee  to  Mr.  Shadwell  to  peruse  and  settle 

Attending  him .. 

2ogT088ing  same  and  paper,  folios  77 

Copy  for  the  master  of  tne  rolls 

Attending  presenting  petition,  when  the  secretary  directed 
that  it  be  taken  to  Westminster  to  bo  answered  by  a  certain 
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6    8 

Attendine  Mr.  Pemberton,  instructing  him  to  get  day  ap- 
pointed accordingly  6    8 

Attending  court  when  Mr.  Pemberton  mentioned  it  to  the 

court,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  answered  for  Tuesday  next 

Attending  his  lordship's  secretary,  and  getting  same  answered 

accordingly . 

Paid  answering 

2  copies  petition  for  service,  folios  77,  each 

Attending  serving  the  same  on  clerks  in  court 

^wing  and  engrossing  affidavit  of  service . 

Aflteoding  to  be  sworn 

PWdcatfl .^ 

Allading  to  file  and  for  office  copy ^ .— 

Piridlbr  ofiSoe  copy- - - ~ 

J^Mf  copies  petition,  8  brief  sheets,  each 

AmriBg  obtervAiioni  to  accompany  2  brief  sheets... 
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2  brief  copies  for  oouniel 

AUeodinK  Ur.  Bueh  again  bereon,  conferring  and  adTising 

very  fullj  ber«0D 

Attending  register  to  get  original  decree  altered,  m  directed 
bj  the  court,  and  afler  Mine  trouble  getting  aam«  altered 

accordingly 

Attending  to  enter  and  allerwarda  for  ume 

Paid  at  eotering  ieat  for  alteration 

Pee  to  Mr.  PemtiertoD  and  clorli  with  brief  peUtion 

Attending  bim 

Fee  to  Mr.  Shadwell  and  clerk 

Attending  bim 

Writing  Mr.  Buah  that  the  court  would  not  sit  on  Tueidfty, 

and  that  petition  would  be  in  on  Wednesday 

Attending  court,  petition  heard  and  ordered  as  prayed 

Paid  court  fees 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  on  tbe  amount  of  funds  in  the  cauie,  and 
writing  him  out  full  particulars  thereof,  and  taking  his  iii' 

Btruetions  to  expedite  the  transfer  and  payment  Ut  him 

Writing  to  Mr.  Truftant  as  to  his  charges  and  expenses,  &c.. 

Paid  posligo  letl«r  enclosing  same 

Paid  same  to  bis  agents 

Attending  paying  same  and  for  receipt 

Writing  Mr.  Husb,  at  his  request,  with  full  particulars  of 
what  took  place  at  the  hearing  of  the  cause  ana  also  of  tbe 

petition,  and  generally  on  the  cause 

Attending  Mr.  Uussoy  to  draw  up  minutes,  when  he  said  tbe 
registrar,  Mr.  Callis,  who  was  in  court  on  tbe  petition, 
ought  to  draw  them  up ;  attending  on  Mr.  Callie  and  witb 
him  to  Mr,  Husecy,  and  arguing  Bame,  when  it  wa.s  Qnally 
determined  that  Mr.   Husaey  ehould  draw  up  the  minutes, 

and  date  them  tho  12th — engaged  upwards  of  an  hour 

Paid  for  copy  minutes  of  decree 

Close  copy  thereof 

Several  attendances  upon  the  registrar,  to  procure  bim  to  paw 

order,  which  was  at  length  done 

Paid  for  order  on  further  directions . 

Paid  expenditure 

Term  f.!o,  4c , 

Trinity  Tbrm,  1RS8. 

Attending  passing  sumc 

Paid  entering  same 

Attending 

Making  copy  ordering  part  of  tho  decree  for  the  master 

Drawing  this  bill  of  costs,  and  fair  copy  for  the  master,  felloe 

180 - 

Warrant  nn  leaving  same,  copy  and  serrice 

May  8. — Warrants  to  tax  oopies  and  services 

Attcndinc  ramo 

Paid  clerk  in  court-.- - 

Warrant  fur  defendants  to  bring  in  their  costs,  tiro  copiea  and 
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Piid  clerk  in  coart ^ 

Paid  for  certificate  of  costs  and  transcribing 

Attending  to  file 

Paid  filing  same 

Attending  accountant  general's,  bespeaking  clerks 

Bud  entering  clerk  for  costs 

Attending;  bespeaking  carrying  over  of  the  funds  and  cash 

from  Hungerford  v«.  Drummond  to  this  cause 

Pkid _ _. ., 

Attending  bespeaking  carrying  over  of  £5,016,  bank  £8  per 

cents  to  Mrs.  Batut's  account,  paid 

Attending  bespeaking  direction  ror  transfer  of  all  the  funds  to 

Kr.  Rush  in  the  £3  per  centl  annuities 

P*id 1..... 

The  like  on  reduced  annuities 

The  like  on  bank  stock 

Attending  bespeaking  transfer  to  Mr.  R.  Rush 

Paid .-.-..r. 

Pud  messenger 

Instractions  for  affidavit  as  to  residue  of  cash 

Drawing  and  fair  copy  affidavit 

Attending  to  be  sworn 

PWd  oath 

Pdd  for  office  copy 

Attending  bespeaking  check  of  residue  of  cash 

Piid  clerks  for  their  trouble •.- 

Attending  to  identify  Mr.  Rush 

Rid  entering  check 

Term  fee,  &c 

Letters,  messengers,  &c 1  10    0 

For  various  attendance,  not  hereinbefore  enumerated,  on 
Messrs.  Derby  and  Raven,  the  solicitors  for  the  attorney  gen- 
eral ;  Messrs.  Pemberton,  Crowley,  and  Gardner,  the  solici- 
tors for  Mr.  de  la  Batut ;  and  Mr.  Cullington,  the  solicitor 
for  Mr.  Fitdii,  to  urge  their  proceeding  in  the  several  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  suit  with  all  possible  expedition  ;  it 
being  the  earnest  wish  of  Mr.  Rush  tnat  the  suit  should  be 
brought  to  a  final  conclusion  with  the  least  possible  delay 

May  25. — Attending  Mr.  Rash  ;  conferring  very  fully  with 
him  as  to  the  several  matters  remaining  to  be  done  to  wind 
up  the  suit 

June  2. — Attending  Mr.  Rush  in  a  long  conference  a-s  to  wind- 
ing up  the  suit,  and  the  difficultie.*^  we  had  to  encounter  in 
the  accountant  c^cneral's  office 

Attending  in  the  city  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  transfer  of 
stock,  and  found  it  would  not  be  made  until  Tuesday,  but 
that  Mr.  Rush  could  sell  it  out  the  same  day 

"Writing  to  Mr.  Rush  to  inform  him  thereof,  and  special  mes- 
senger with  letter 

Attending  Mr.  Rush  afterwards,  informing  him  what  arrange- 
ment we  should  suggest  to  him  as  to  selling  the  stock 

June  4. — Attending  Mr.  Rush  again  this  day,  conferring  on 
the  transfer  of  stock,  and  as  to  winding  up  the  suit ;  and  he 
requested  us  to  write  him  an  official  letter  announcing  the 
transfer  of  the  funds 

Attending  at  the  accountant  general's,  to  learn  if  the  stocks 
were  transferred,  which  we  found  was  done 

"Writing  an  official  letter  to  Mr.  Rush  to  inform  him  thereof, 
according  to  his  request 
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June  6. — Attending  Mr.  Rush,  conferring  very  fully  in  what 
remained  to  be  done,  and  as  to  the  steps  to  lie  taken  by  him 
to  realize  the  funds 18    4 

Juno  6.~  Attending  Mr.  Rush  on  the  subject  of  the  residue  of 
cash  in  court,  which  was  to  be  paid  to  him,  and  explaining 
that  we  could  procure  same  out  of  court  by  Saturday ;  and 
he  requested  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  list  of  arti- 
cles deposited  with  Mr.  Deacon 18    4 

Copy  list  for  him,  (schedule  marked  F  ;)  one  trunk  only,  (see 
list) 2    6 

June  8. — Attending  the  accountant  generaPs  to  learn  if  check 
was  ready  for  Mr.  Rush,  and  found  it  was,  and  would  be 
signed  this  day 6    8 

Writing  to  Mr.  Rush  to  inform  him  thereof,  and  to  make  an 
appointment  for  him  to  attend  and  receive  same 6    0 

June  12. — Attending  Mr.  Deacon  to  ascertain  if  the  boxes 
could  be  sent  to  our  office ;  and  he  not  being  home,  writing 
to  him  thereon 6    8 

June  18. — Attending  Mr.  Deacon  to  make  appointment  for 
Mr.  Rush  to  attend  to  inspect  contents  of  boxes ...  6    8 

"Writing  to  Mr.  Rush  to  inform  him 6    0 

June  20. — Attending  at  Mr.  Deacon's,  81  Upper  Norton  street, 
to  meet  Mr.  Rush  to  inspect  the  contents  of  boxes,  &c.;  but 
the  boxes  being  more  numerous  than  he  expected,  he  de- 
ferred the  close  examination  of  them  for  the  present 18     4 

June  80. — Attending  Mr.  Rush,  conferring  on  what  remained 
to  be  done,  and  making  arrangements  with  him  as  to  send- 
ing the  box  we  had  here,  together  with  the  plate  and  other 
articles,  to  Mr.  Deacon's,  whore  we  should  meet  him  and 
Colonel  Asplnwall,  tho  consul,  and  seal  all  the  boxes  up 18    4 

Making  list  of  the  plate  and  other  articles 5    0 

Mr.  Rush  wishing  to  know  what  tho  several  funds  would  have 
realized  if  they  could  have  been  sold  immediately  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Hungerford,  attending  at  Messrs.  Drummond's 
to  learn  what  tho  prices  of  the  several  stocks  then  were, 
and  making  a  calculation  accordingly ;  and  drawing  out  a 
statement  for  Mr.  Rush,  from  which  it  appeared  that,  after 
deducting  all  the  costs,  the  funds  had  realized  £178  12s.  \d. 
more  now  than  they  would  have  done  if  the  funds  had  all 
been  sold  immediately  upon  the  decease  of  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford 2    2     0 

Paid  for  a  new  lock  to  box 6    0 

July  6. — Attending  at  Mr.  Deacon's  to  meet  Mr.  Rush  and 
Colonel  Aspinwall,  when  the  several  boxes  were  sealed  up, 
and  directions  given  for  their  transmission  to  tho  wharf 110 

Attending  at  the  accountant  general's,  to  bespeak  a  transcript 
of  account 6     8 

Paid  for  same 8     0 

Attending  to  procure  same 6     8 

Several  other  attendances  upon  Mr.  Rush,  furnishing  him 
with  all  such  further  information  as  ho  required  previous  to 
his  leaving  this  country  for  America 3    3     0 

Letters  and  messengers,  coach-hire,  and  various  incidental  ex- 
penses   15     0 

£490    4  10 
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IN  CHANCBBY. 

Between  the  Preeident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Plaintiff     \ 

and  L 

Chas.  Drommond,  Esq.,  and  her  Majesty's  Attorney  General,  JDefendanU.  J 

Thomas  Clarke,  Thomas  George  Fynmore,  and  William 
Mark  Fladgate,  of  Craven  street,  Strand,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  solicitors  and  copartners,  severally  make  oath 
Bnd  Bay,  that  the  several  disbursements  contained  in  the 
aforegoing  account  have  been  duly  made,  and  that  the 
fieveiil  charges  therein  contained  are  just  and  true,  to  the 
^>e8t  of  these  deponents'  knowledge  and  belief, 

Thomas  Clarke, 
Thomas  G,  Fynmore, 
Wm.  M.  Fladgate. 

Sworn  by  all  the  deponents,  at  the  public  office.  South- 
Mnpton  Buildings,  in  the  county  of  Miadlesex,  the  11th  day 
of  July,  1888,  before  me. 

E.    WiNGFIBLD. 


Ctarkj  Fynmore  ^  Fladgate  to  Richard  Bush. 

48  Craven  Street,  Strand,  Juli/  13, 1838. 

PJAR  Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  gun,  a  few  pieces  of 
china,  and  a  few  other  articles  of  a  miscellaneous  nature, 
which  are  mentioned  in  the  schedule  of  property  formerly 
belonging  to  Mr.  Smithson,  (of  which  schedule  we  furnished 
^you  a  copy,)  and  which  articles  do  not  now  appear  to  be 
MODgst  the  property  lately  under  the  charge  of  Messrs. 
Deacon,  we  beg  to  state  that  the  schedule  in  question  was  a 
whedule  prepared  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Smithson's  death,  now 
several  years  back,  and  that  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  ar- 
ticles (which  appear  to  have  been  such  as  would  be  used 
personally  by  Mr.  Smithson)  were  handed  to  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford,  who,  indeed,  had  he  thought  fit  to  apply  for  them, 
would,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  have  obtained  pos- 
session of  all  the  property  lodged  with  Messrs.  Deacon,  and 
which  is  now  handed  over  to  you  as  representative  of  the 
United  States. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  your  very  obedient  servants, 

Clarke,  Fynmore  &  Fladgate. 
Richard  Rush,  Esq. 
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Richard  Mush  to  John  Forsyth. 

London,  July  14,  1838. 

Sib  :  All  the  transfers  of  stock  were  made  on  the  proper 
days;  all  the  money  was  received,  and  arrangements  are 
now  in  daily  progress  for  obtaining,  insuring,  and  shipping 
the  gold.  It  will  be  on  board  the  New  York  packet  Me- 
diator, Captain  Champlin,  by  or  before  the  17th  instant,  in 
which  ship  I  have  taken  ray  passage,  intending  to  embark 
on  that  day.  The  costs  of  suit  have  been  paid,  but  the 
other  expenses,  arising  out  of  the  sale  of  the  stock  and  ship- 
ment of  the  proceeds^  cannot  be  examined  and  settled  until 
immediately  before  I  embark,  as  the  whole  of  the  operations 
cannot  be  completed  until  then.  Itwll  hence  not  be  in  my 
power  to  make  a  statement  of  all  these  expenses  until  I  arrive 
at  New  York  or  Washington,  when  it  shall  be  rendered  in 
a  manner  that  I  trust  will  be  satisfactory.  I  can  only  re- 
peat that  my  best  exertions  have  not  been  spared  to  keep 
them  all  within  a  compass  as  moderate  as  possible. 

I  received  at  the  Bank  of  England,  day  before  yesterday, 
£900,  being  the  interest  on  £60,000  of  consols  sold  on  the 
6th  of  June.  It  will  be  remembered  (see  my  No.  27)  that 
this  amount  of  the  consols  was  sold  on  time,  the  stock  not 
being  deliverable  until  the  6th  of  July,  which  was  the  day 
after  the  dividends  for  the  last  six  months  fell  due,  by  which 
I  became  entitled  to  receive  for  the  United  States  the  above 
sum  of  £900. 

The  boxes  and  trunk  mentioned  in  my  last  are  to  go  on 
shipboard  to-day.  Before  knowing  anything  of  their  con- 
tents, I  thought  proper  to  have  them  opened  and  examined 
in  the  presence  of  our  consul  and  two  other  persons.  A 
large  portion  of  the  contents  proved  to  be  unimportant ; 
nevertheless,  all  will  be  delivered  over  on  my  arrival  as  I 
received  them,  except  to  have  them  better  packed  for  a  sea 
voyage,  and  so  as  to  prevent  further  injury  to  that  which 
time  and  bad  packing  have  already  done  to  them. 

I  design  to  leave  this  letter  behind  me,  to  be  forwarded 
by  the  British  steamer  Great  Western,  which,  although  not 
to  sail  until  after  the  Mediator,  may  be  expected  to  arrive 
first  at  New  York.  My  going  in  the  Great  Western  has 
been  precluded  by  the  fact  of  her  accommodations  for  pas- 
sengers having  all  been  engaged  long  before  I  knew  the 
time  when  I  should  be  able  to  close  the  business  in  rav 
hands,  and  have  the  gold  ready  for  shipment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  Richard  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secirtarjj  of  Shitc. 


BUITHSOHIAS  BBQUS8T. 


AccoiOif  of  Tlwntas  A.-qunwatl. 


I,  Thomas  Aspinwall,  of  London,  being  duly  sworn  ou 
the  Holy  EvaogeliBts,  do  declare  and  depose  that  the  within 
*ccount  IB  JQBt  and  true,  and  that  the  services  therein  re- 
ferred to  and  Bpecified  in  the  vouchers  of  said  account, 
signed  by  me,  and  marked  respectively  No.  1,  No,  2,  were 
^oly  and  actually  performed. 

Thos.  Aspinwall. 

8wom  this  seventeenth  day  of  July,  1838,  at  London, 
wefore  me. 

J.  Cowan,  Mayor. 


■^''  Sm.  Bickard  Btah,  agent  for  the  Smithsonian  fund,  in . 
jj^  account  current  with  Thomas  Aspinwall. 


■"»'"«■  W,  of,.. 
•■Sn*,  procured 

•"ntor,  BB  per 
J*pyherewUh,£105,686  12  6 
y*  cunmiiiBion 
lor  T(u-iouBgcr- 
"ee«,«spcrac- 
wunt  So.  1, 
aoi-owith 797  16  e 

P'''e«,  Bhipped 
^  board  the 
"ss^iatoT,    as 

f  ac't  N.I.  2 

^rowift 6  19  4 


JuW  IS-  Bt  cuh  rec'd 
fromWm. _.„£106,870  7  8 


July  17,  1 


Taos.  Aspinwall. 
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(No.  1.) 

7%c  Hon.  Bichard  Busk  in  account  with  the  SmUhsonian  fund. 

To  Thomaa  Aspinwcdl,  I>r. 

For  BerTicefl  rendered  tbrongbout  the  month  of  June  and 
up  to  this  date,  in  July ;  in  attending  your  acceptance  of 
aU  the  Btocka  transferred  to  jou  by  the  accountant  gen- 
eral of  the  court  of  chancery ;  advising,  negotiating,  and 
compleUng,  under  your  directionB,  ana  realizing  the  pro- 
cueds  of  variouB  contracts  for  the  Bale  of  the  same  stockflf 
consiBting  of  couboIb,  bank  Btock,  and  three  per  cent,  re- 
duced  annuitiee,  eold  at  different  periods  and  in  dificront 
parcels;  attending  payment  and  receipt  of  balances,  divi- 
aend,  and  the  reBpective  transfers  to  the  various  purchaser* 
of  the  same;  obtaining,  verifying,  arranging,  packings 
and  securing  for  shipment  104,960  sovereigns,  being  the 
amount  of  proceeds  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  (less  pre- 
miums of  insurance,  charges,  and  expenses ;)  contracting 
for  freight ;  entering  and  clearing  at  the  custom-bonse ; 
shipping  and  efiecting  insurance  at  the  five  priocipat 
offices,  and  with  thirty-two  private  underwriters  at 
Lloyds. 

Commission  at  f  per  cent £797  15s.  Qd. 

Thomas  Aspimwall. 
LoNDoK,  July  17, 1888. 

London,  Jufy  17, 1838. 
Received  of  the  honorable  Richard  Rush  the  witbin-men* 
tioned  sum  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven  pounds  fifleen 
Bhillings  and  sixpence  sterling,  (;e797  15s.  6d.)  for  which  I 
have  credited  in  my  accounts,  and  also  signed  this  and  a 
duplicate  receipt  of  the  same  t«nor  and  date. 
£797  15s.  6a.  Thomas  Aspinwall. 


TonnpMking  mid  repacking  li  pMkagtit,  i 
cord  knd  iinI*  for  mending  do 


F»id  Hth  July,  1888. 
A  trae  copj  origiaAl  1b  n 


BUITHBONIAK   BSQUBST.  10& 

(No.  2.) 

July  13,  1686. 
Atmmt  of  ehttrge*  on  \A packages,  marked  "  the  Vniled  Siatet,"  Koi.  1  to 
14,  tkippcd  on  board  the  ahip  Mediator,  Chrittopker  U.  C/iamplin,  masttr, 
if  order  of  iKa  Honorablt  Richard  Ruth,  for  aeeounl  and  ritk  of  the  Got- 
moMiU  of  the  Vmted  State*. 


CuUge  and  porterage  .- 
DotT  and  «ntr7 


I.  d. 


»lUoIl»aiog 8 

ll^WBgcMe(No.  141 - - „  S 

Bhtpfnng,  enteriDg,  •nd  clesriDg  14  packagci,  al  2».  Oif. 1  16 

Oa*d  and uili  for  mending  do _ 8 

*  Unpukiiig  and  repacking  do.,  and  cording,  mending,  and 

Hniiiig,at2L  W.  e«ch 1  16 

jCd  ]9 

Bwditd  Ui«  above  a: 

H«aUlor,  Champlin,  If«w  York. 

T.  Abpimwall. 
BritiibMiiQ  for  and  on  account     Bntrj,  6i.  (U. 

Thomas  Takhkk. 
witMi:   Jambs  U.  Cdblkt. 
JDi.Tn,]8«g. 

^l^lMipaid  to  be  immedtatel;  eihibil«d  at  the  Department,  vhere  Ihii 
wD  htt  IwgQ  made  out ;  b;  which  busineu  will  be  material!;  expedited. 


St  Catharine  Daeke,  So.  1872,  wharfage  book,  outteardi. 
Ilk-  AiPiKWALL,  Da.,  TO  TBI  St.  Cathabihk  Dock  Oompant. 
ihi''  ^*~^^  amount  of  ibeae  charge*  to  bo  paid  to  tho  collector,  who  ia 
™  oaly  uHcer  authorJBed  to  receive  mooey  on  account  of  tho  company. 
IMS.      Per  Mediator-  £   V  rf. 

^^ii.    [A]  1  to  10,  wharfage  and  shipping,  10  caac«,  at  2i...       1     0    0 


'dli 17^  1 


(Onu  pound  une  ibilling.) 
Beceived,  H.  Wharton,  ColUct-r 


JaTgice  having  neceuBrily  been  made  up  berore  the  caB&t  were  actu- 
'wypri  on  board,  the  ukuhI  tlinrgf  of  ten  Bhillings  was  inaerted  tlicrc- 
•«  It  vu  not  a6ceftaiu(^d,  until  after  they  were  shipped,  that  a  differ- 

.kh   ln.p   ii..t  W-ii  paid  by  Mr.   Bush,  but  by  Thoiuaa 


106  .       SMITHSONIAN   BEQUBST. 

T.  AspiNWALL,  Esq.,  to  Bullion  Pobtkrs,  Db. 

1888.  £   s.  d. 

July  16.      11  boxes  and  packing  Bovereigna,  at  Zs.  6d 1  18    6 

106  bags  for  sovereigns,  at  6d, 2  12    6 

"For  packing  and  marking 2    6 

£4  18    6 

Paid :  0.  Habdihoham. 

Witness :  Jambs  M.  Ottblxt. 

Ck>LONEL  ASPINWALL  TO  MbS.  GlABK,  Db. 

1888. 
July  17.    For  cartage  and  porterage  of  eleven  boxes  of 
bullion  from  the  bank  to  the  St.  Catharine's 
dock 8  shiUinga, 


Keceived:  Henbt  x  Pottbb. 

Witness :  Jambs  M.  Ottblxt. 


invoice  of  eleven  boxes  of  gold  coin^  shipped  on  board  the  ship  Mediator^  of 
New  York,  Christopher  H,  ChampUn^  master^  bound  to  New  Fork,  l^ 
order  of  the  Hon,  Richard  Rush,  and  for  the  account  and  risk  of  the 
United  States. 

£        s,  d, 

A  1  to  10.  Ten  boxes,  each  containing  £10,000,  (sovereigns).  100,000  0  0 
11.  One  box,  containing 4,060    8    7 

Charges.  104,960    8    7 

£    s,    d. 

106  bags,  at  6d.  each 2  12    6 

11  boxes'  at  8«.  6d.  each 1  18    6 

Packing  and  marking 2    6 

Porterage  and  cart  hire 8    0 

Bills  of  lading 8    6 

Entry  bs.  6<f.,  dock  charges  10«. 15    6 

6    0    6 

Insurance  on  £106,400,  at  }  per  cent 682    0    0 

Policies  and  stamp  duties 67    8    4 

699    8    4 


£106,666  12    6 

Thomas  Aspinwall. 

Policy  and  duty. 

£              £  £  s.  d. 

Insured  with  the  Indemnity  — ^ 80,000,  for  160  18  16  0 

Insured  with  the  London  Insurance 10,000,  for    60  6  6  0 

Insurance  with  the  Alliance _ 20,000,  for  100  12  10  0 

Insured  with  the  Royal  Exchange 16,000,  fur    76  9  7  6 

Insured  with  the  Marine  Insurance 10,000,  for    60  6  6  0 

Insured  at  Lloyd's 21 ,400,  for  107  14  0  10 

£106,400    £682      £67    8    4 

MsM  — The  sovereigns  are  packed  in  bags  of  1,000  each,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one,  in  case  No.  11,  which  contains  960  sovereij^ns  and  8  shillings 
and  7  pence  wrapped  in  paper ;  each  case  being  scaled  with  two  seals. 

JuLT  16,  1888. 
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108  SMITHSONIAN   BEQUEST. 

Schedule  of  the  personal  effects  of  James  Smithson  referred  to  m 

the  bill  of  costs. 

A  large  trank ; 

A  box  containiDg  sundry  specimeiiB  of  minorals,  marked  B  ; 

A  brass  instrument ; 

A  box  of  minerals,  marked  F  ; 

A  box  of  cbemical  classes,  marked  G ; 

A  packet  of  minerals,  marked  H  ; 

A  glass  vinegar  cruet ; 

A  stone  mortar ; 

A  pair  of  silver-plated  candlesticks  and  branches; 

A  pair  of  silver-plated  candlesticks,  no  branches ; 

A  none  in  a  mahogany  case ; 

A  plated  wire  flower-basket ; 

A  plated  co£fee-pot ; 

A  plated  small  one ; 

A  pair  of  wine-coolers  : 

A  pair  small  candlesticks ; 

Two  pair  of  saltcellars ; 

A  bread-basket ; 

Two  pair  of  vegetable  dishes  and  covers ; 

A  large  round  waiter ; 

A  large  oval  do. ;  two  small  do. ; 

Two  plate- warmers ; 

A  reading-shade. 

Sundry  articles  in  packet  and  in  trunk, 

A  gun; 

A  mahogany  cabinet: 

Two  portraits,  in  oval  frames. 

China  tea  servicCy  viz. : 

[a)  Twelve  cups  and  saucers ; 

a)  Six  co£fee  cups ; 

a)  A  tea-pot ; 

a)  A  slop-basin ; 

a)  Sugar-basin  and  lid ; 
(a)  Two  plates ; 
(a)  Milk.jug  ; 
(a)  Tea  canister ; 
{a)  Two  dishes ; 
{a\  A  landscape,  in  a  gilt  frame ; 

ia)  A  Derby  spa  vase  ; 
a)  A  Ghina  tub  ; 
(a)  A  piece  of  fluor ; 
(a)  A  pair  of  glass  candlesticks ; 
A  marble  bust. 

Books. 

Sundry  pamphlets  on  philosophical  subjects,  in  packet  marked  A ; 

The  like,  marked  B  ; 

Struggles  Through  Life ; 

fiibiiotheca  Parisiaua ; 

La  Platina  I'Or  Blanc  ; 

Gontorides  des  Indiens ; 

Sundry  pamphlets  on  philosophical  subjects,  marked  0 ; 

AV eld's  Travels  in  North  America,  2  vols ; 

Bray's  Derbyshire ; 
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Twenty-ihreo  nambers  of  Niobolson's  Journal  of  Natural  Philosophy. 
in  A  case,  (D  ;)  *^  ^ 

Memoire  d'un  Voyageur  qui  le  repose ; 
Hamilton  in  Antrira  ; 
Londres  ct  de  ses  Environs ; 
Stew  on  Solida ; 

Ksaai^  de  Jean  Key ;  % 

Mon  Bonnet  de  Nuit ; 
I>oniestic  Cookery : 
Oatalogae  de  Foasils  de«  Roches ; 
The  Monthly  Review,  78  Nos. ; 
The  Monthly  Review,  26  volumes ; 
Philosophical  Transactions  for  the  year  1826 ; 
Anthologies  et  Fragments  Philosophiques,  4  volumes ; 

Two  largo  boxes  filled  with  specimens  of  minerals  and  manuscript  trea- 
tise?, apparently  in  the  testator's  handwriting,  on  various  philosophical 
subjects,  particularly  chemistry  and  mineralogy  ; 

Eight  oases  and  one  trunk  filled  with  the  like. 

Those  articles  to  which  this  mark  (a)  is  prefixed  were  not  in  the  trunk 
yo.  18  when  it  was  first  opened  in  the  consulate  of  the  United  States  in 
•oar  presence. 

All  the  linen  in  trunk  No.  13  was  transferred  from  case  7,  and  sundry 
articles  of  plated  ware  and  philosophical  instruments,  &c.,  were  transferred 
from  caae  12.  Sundry  booas,  which  were  tied  together,  were  also  put  in 
this 


Michard  JRush  to  John  Forsyth. 

Harbor  of  New  York,  August  28, 1838. 

Sir  :  I  have  tho  honor  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  hero 
in  the  ship  Mediator,  with  the  amount  in  gold  of  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest  recovered  for  the  United  States. 

The  expenses,  of  every  kind,  incurred  by  closing  the 
business  in  London  and  shipping  the  gold,  were  paid  there ; 
but  I  have  still  to  pay  freight  here  and  primage,  and  also 
some  other  small  charges  incurred  on  bringing  over  the 
Smithsonian  boxes  and  trunks  heretofore  mentioned.  When 
everything  is  fully  paid,  there  will  be  left  in  my  hands,  as  well 
as  I  can  now  compute  tho  amount,  upwarcfs  of  £104,500 ; 
the  whole  is  in  sovereigns  packed  in  boxes. 

The  mouev  being  consigned  to  no  one  here,  I  must  con- 
tinue to  holcl  it  in  my  custody  until  1  can  receive  your  in- 
structions to  whom  to  deliver  it,  as  provided  for  by  tho  act 
of  Congress  of  the  Ist  of  July,  1836. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  in  the  meantime,  your  most 
^Biitbful  and  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

floD.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State, 


110  SMITHSONIAN   BEQUEST. 

Richard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth. 

New  York,  August  29, 1888. 


Sir  :  On  landing  from  the  ship  yesterday  morning,  I 
ceived  the  official  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
dat^d  the  20th  of  July,  which  had  been  waiting  my  arrival 
here,  instructing  me  to  transfer  the  Smithsonian  fhnd  to 
Philadelphia,  to  be  deposited  with  the  Treasurer  of  th^ 
Mint,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
taking  duplicate  receipts  from  the  former,  one  of  which  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  latter. 

The  ship  has  not  yet  got  into  the  dock,  but  the  ffold  shall 
be  sent  on  to  Philadelphia,  as  soon  as  practicable,  in  the 
eleven  boxes  in  which  it  was  packed  at  the  Bank  of  England^ 
according  to  the  instructions  I  have  thus  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  vnth  great  respect,  your  obe» 
dient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


John  Forsyth  to  Richard  Rush. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  30, 1838. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
despatch  No.  30,  of  the  28th  instant,  announcing  your  ar- 
rival in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  with  the  Smithsonian 
bequest  in  gold.  With  regard  to  the  disposition  to  be 
made  by  you  of  these  funds,  you  no  doubt  will  have  learned, 
upon  landing,  that  your  request  had  been  anticipated  by  in- 
structions to  you  from  the  Treasury  Department,  intrusted 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  George  Newbold,  president  of  the  Bank 
of  America. 

Tendering  to  you  my  congratulations  on  the  success  of 
your  mission,  and  on  your  safe  return  to  your  country,  I 
am,'  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 

Richard  Rush,  Esq.,  New  York, 


Ri^ard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth, 

Philadelphia,  September  4,  1838. 

Sir  :  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  30th 
of  August,  acknowledging  my  No.  30  from  the  harbor  of 
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Iffew  York,  and  tender  my  thanks  for  your  kind  congratu- 
lations on  my  return  to  ray  own  country,  and  on  the  success 
of  the  public  business  confided  to  me.  Your  letter  went  on 
to  New  York,  as  directed,  but  was  returned ;  and  I  received 
it  at  my  home,  near  the  city. 

My  No.  31,  written  after  I  had  landed,  will  have  informed 
you  that  I  had  then  received  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  which  your  letter  refers,  and  I  have  since 
been  in  correspondence  with  him.     Owing  to  the  delay  in 
^ttingthe  ship  into  the  dock,  I  was  not  able  to  leave  New 
York  with  the  gold  until  the  first  of  this  month,  when  I 
arrived  with  it,  accompanied  by  two  agents  from  the  Bank 
of  America,  that  institution  having,  at  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  obligingly  affordod  me  every 
facility  in  its  power  towards  the  business  I  had  in  hand.     £ 
did  not,  however,  feel  at  liberty  to  withdraw  my  own  per- 
sonal saperintendence  from  the  operation  of  transferring  the 
[old,  until  I  saw  it  deposited  at  the  Mint.     Thither  I  imme- 
liately  had  it  conveyed  on  reaching  this  city  on  the  Ist  in- 
stant, the  director  and  Treasurer  of  the  Mint  having  been 
in  readiness  to  receive  it  under  the  previous  information  of 
its  intended  transfer,  which  I  had  requested  the  bank  to 
transmit.    The  entire  sum  contained  in  the  eleven  boxes 
which  I  delivered  to  those  two  oflicers  of  the  Mint  on  Satur- 
day, was  £104,960  85.  6d. — the  whole  in  English  sovereigns, 
except  the  change  ;  and  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  of  in- 
foniiinff  you  that  official  receipts  of  this  amount  from  my 
hands  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  exccHS  of  this  sum  over  that  which  I  had  computed 
in  my  No.  80  as  the  probable  amount  to  be  left  in  my  hands, 
arises  from  the  president  of  the  bank  having  undertaken, 
at  my  suggestion,  to  pay  the  freight  and  other  shipping- 
charges  due  at  New  York ;  the  bank  to  be  repaid  by  the 
Treasury.     The  freight  was  three-eighths  of  one  per  cent. — 
this  being  the  usual  charge  in  the  piicket-ships — and  came 
to  £Z9S  12s.     Primage  was  £19  VSs.  8d. ;  and  the  charges 
on  bringing  over  the  Smithsonian  boxes  (left  in  the  custody 
of  the  collector,  from  whom  I  had  every  facility  on  landing) 
were  to  have  been  £3  85.  5rf.,  or  thereabouts.* 

It  seemed  to  me  that  it  would  be  best  for  the  bank  to  i)ay 
all  these  charges,  as  the  most  convenient  mode  of  settling 
without  delay  with  the  ship-owners,  to  whom  T  had  become 
responsible  by  my  engagements  with  the  captain  in  Lon- 


*  There  proved  to  be  fourteen  of  these  boxes,  the  additional  one  contain- 
ing a  picture,  of  which  I  had  not  heard  at  the  date  of  my  No.  *2S. 
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don ;  and  I  have  the  hope  that  this  course  will  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  yourself. 
It  left  the  gold,  as  secured  in  boxes  at  the  Bank  of  England, 
untouched  at  New  York ;  and  I  had  caused  the  seal  of  our 
consul  at  London  to  be  affixed  to  each  of  them. 

Somewhat  worn  down  by  fatigue  since  coming  on  shorOi 
after  an  uncomfortable  voyage  of  squalls,  gales,  and  head 
winds,  I  venture  to  ask  a  little  repose  at  my  home  before 
proceeding  to  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  making  out 
and  rendering  to  you  an  account  of  all  expenses  that  have 
attended  the  final  recovery  of  this  fund,  of  which  the  United 
States,  by  the  information  I  give  you  in  this  letter,  are  now 
in  possession.  In  the  course  of  the  next  week  I  shall  hope 
to  proceed  to  Washington,  with  the  view  stated;  and  in 
order  that,  my  account  of  the  expenses  being  found  satisfac* 
factory,  which  I  presume  to  hope  will  be  the  case,  I  may 
ask  to  be  discharged  from  all  further  responsibility  under 
the  trust  I  have  been  performing.  The  net  amount,  in  dol- 
lars, of  the  fund  as  I  delivered  it  over  to  the  United  States 
at  the  Mint,  was  found  to  be  five  hundred  and  ei^ht  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  forty-six  cents, 
(^508,318,46,)  as  specified  in  the  receipt  given  to  me  for  it 
by  the  treasurer  of  the  Mint. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

Richard  Rush. 

The  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


Richard  Rush  to  John  Forsyth. 

Philadelphia,  September  11, 1838. 

Sir  :  I  yesterday  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  dated  the  7th  instant,  stating  it  to  be  desirable 
that  the  expenses  attending  the  transfer  of  the  Smithsonian 
fund  to  this  country,  and  its  deposit  at  the  Mint,  should  be 
ascertained  as  early  as  practicable,  that  the  accounts  in  re- 
lation to  it  may  be  adjusted  with  a  view  to  the  investment 
of  the  balance,  and  asking  my  attention  to  the  subject  at 
my  earliest  convenience. 

In  reply,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  Secretary  that  1 
could  not  make  out  a  statement  of  the  expenses,  as  far  as 
then  incurred,  before  embarking  at  London  with  the  gold, 
the  documents  relating  to  them  not  being  obtainable  until 
the  last  moi^A**^  nf  mv  stay;  besides  that, the  whole  opera- 


SlUTHSONUfil   BEQDE8T. 

tioiiH  gt'aelling  the  stock  in  the  Eagltgh  fund^,  in  wbicli  Air. 
SmitliBon'a  fortune  was  invested,  and  iirterwarda  Bhipping 
till)  gold,  required  and  hud  my  constant  supervision  until  I 
suwtlie  latter  finally  deposited  at  oar  Mint,  in  fulfilment  of 
hifi  itiBlruotions;  that,  havinf^  6uttered  greatly  from  sea 
sickness  during  the  voyajic,  added  to  fatigue  after  landing 
ill  a  weak  state  at  New  York,  where  the  caro  of  the  gold 
«tiil  required  my  personal  euperintendenco,  I  had  Leen 
uimMe  hitherto  to  prepare  a  stiitement  of  the  expenses  in 
question,  but  that  I  was  now  regaining  strength  and  intended 
toautoul  for  Washington  on  Saturday,  at  farthest,  if  then 
ablo,  m  lit  prosent  I  had  reason  to  hope  would  be  the  case. 
ludJetl,  that  I  supposed  a  settlement  of  my  account  eonld 
l>e  effected  more  satisfactorily  and  promptly  by  my  presence 
with  the  accounting  officers  at  Washington  than  by  any  at- 
tempt to  make  it  out  here,  and  transmit  it  by  letter,  which, 
it  may  be,  might  lead  to  writing  backwards  and  forwards 
before  a  final  !K\ju3tmont  took  place;  of  which  correspond- 
ence I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  and  to  remain,  with 
gn&t  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

Richard  Rush. 
Hon.  Joas  Foaerru,  Sterctary  of  State. 


JiidKird  Hfish  lo  John  Forsyth. 

Wasuington,  September  15,  1838. 
SlE:  1  am  now  to  give  youastatemcnt  of  all  the  expenses 
tbat  attended  the  reeovery  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  for 
,tbo  United  States. 

It  may  be  in  order  first  to  mention  the  whole  amount  of 
«tock  and  money  that  came  into  my  hands  from  the  court 
of  chancery,  or  otherwise. 

I  received  of  English  Government  stock  £t;4,535  18s.  M. 
1  consols,  £12,000  in  reduced  throe  per  cent,  annuities,  and 
16,100  in  bank  stock  of  the  Bank  of  England,  as  heretofore 
mentioned  in  my  No,  2C,  and  will  now  be  seen  by  the  orieiinnl 
irder  or  decree  of  the  court,  which  I  enclose,  {marked  A.) 
^his  document  I  could  not  obtain  until  the  11th  of  July, 
rtien  I  received  it  with  tbo  letter  of  the  solicitors  of  that 
iate,  also  enclosed,  (marked  B.) 

On  the  11th  of  June  I  received  from  the  accountant  gen- 
mi  of  the  court  of  chancery  £725  Ss.  td.  This  was  the 
Bum  remaining  to  be  paid  to  me,  after  previous  payments  to 
Otbers,  out  of  cash  in  hand  appertaining  to  the  Smithsonian 
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fund  whilst  in  the  custody  of  the  court,  as  will  be  seen  in 
the  concluding  pftrt  of  the  decree.  That  this  was  the  exact 
residue  coming  to  me,  will  be  further  seen  by  an  explana- 
tory letter  froni  the  eolicitore  of  the  5th  of  July,  also  eo- 
cloacd,  (marked  C,)  and  more  authoritatively  by  a  document 
(marked  D)  from  the  books  of  the  accountant  general  of  the 
court,  sent  to  iiie  hy  the  solicitors,  with  their  letter  of  the 
11th  of  July.  This  document,  besides  verifying  in  its  owtt 
forms  the  amount  of  stock  and  money  I  have  otherwise 
stated  myself  to  have  received,  also  verifies  the  statements 
in  my  Kos.  26  and  28,  aa  to  the  sums  awarded  to  Madame 
do  la  Batut,  the  arrears  to  John  Fitall,  and  the  money  de- 
creed as  warehouse  rent  for  the  boxes  containing  the  per- 
sonal efFects  of  Mr.  Smithson,  which  I  brought  over  and 
delivered  into  t!ie  custody  of  the  collector  at  New  York. 
It  is  n  document  founded  on  the  decree  of  the  court  itself, 
and  shows  in  more  detail  how  its  judgraente  were  ful- 
filled. 

I  received  on  the  12th  of  July  4900  at  the  Bank  of  Eng^ 
land,  bcinc  the  dividend  due  on  the  consols  I  had  sold,  as 
mentioned  in  my  No.  '29;  and,  lastly,  I  received  from  the 
solicitors  £116  2s.  Htl.,  being  money  returned  by  them  out  of 
whatllmd  paid  them  for  costs  on  tlic  Sth  dav  of  April,  1837, 
viz  :  £'200  4s.,  :)3  reported  in  my  Xo.  14.  f  he  following  is 
the  exphui:ition  of  this  item  :  'N^'hen  I  paid  them  thie  sum, 
I  fully  expected  to  pay  ali  furtiier  costs  oat  of  the  same 
tnnd.  then  in  my  hand£<.that  Congress  had  appropriated  fi>r 
that  |turi>ose:  hut  it  appears  that,  on  the  termination  of  the 
Ruit  in  IJivor  of  iho  Tnitod  States,  the  costs  of  all  parties 
weiv  paid  out  of  the  corpus  of  the  furni ;  nor  would  the  coart 
!iwai\i  the  fund  to  the  I  nili-tl  States,  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
deoret\  until  all  ct*sis  wori'  aooordingly  first  taken  out  of  it, 
which  the  eouri  jndjed  it  pr.*(H'r  tl'ie  fiind  itself  should 
War-  1  kiunv  not  of  suoli  a  rule  which  the  solicitors  advert 
to  in  their  letter  of  .Inly  the  .ilh.  until  a  short  time  before 
tiie  doerw  was  pronoim-.vd.  The  total  amount  of  ibdr 
cost£.  a$  made  known  to  me  in  the  same  letter,  and  set  out 
in  detail  in  a  voluminous  hill,  which  I  enclose,  (marked  E,) 
and  to  whicli  I  cauwd  tbcir  affidavits  to  be  annexed,  was 
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of  every  description  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
rait,  witii  some  small  extra  charges,  to  which  their  letter 
refere,  which  I  also  authorized,  to  ensure  a  speedy  and  sue- 
ceesfiil  termination  of  the  suit,i  and  considering  tne  magni- 
tude of  the  suit,  was,  in  niy  judgment,  and  in  that  of  others 
betterinformedjtowhom  I  submitted  its  amount,  extremely 
moderate.  I  hope  it  will  be  thought  to  show  care  on  my 
part  to  keep  all  those  charges  low,  that  often  are  run  up  to 
amoonts  so  enormous  in  English  chancery  proceedings; 
and,  let  me  add,  as  in  justice  1  am  bound  to  do,  to  show 
more  strongly  that  the  solicitors  I  had  to  deal  with  were 
honorable  and  just  men. 

I  did  Dot  consider  these  refunded  costs  as  belonging  to 
the  legacy  fund  recovered,  but  I  threw  them  into  it  when 
the  general  gold  was  obtained,  that  all  might  be  safely  kept 
tog^er,  and  come  under  one  insurance. 

xhe  gross  amount  yielded  by  all  the  stock  I  sold,  includ- 
ing the  £900  I  received  as  the  dividend  on  the  consols,  was 
a05,649  6s. 

Porthe  prices  at  which  I  sold  the  different  parcels  and 
Jdnda,  I  beg  to  refer  to  my  Nos.  27  and  28,  which  detail 
the  commencement,  progress,  and  conclusion  of  the  sales. 
This  Bom,  added  to  the  £725  3^.  7d.  received  from  the  ac- 
countant general  of  the  court  of  chancery,  and  the  £116  2s. 
2i  returned  to  me  by  the  solicitors,  will  show  that  the 
entire  sum  that  came  into  my  hands  was  £106,490  lis.  9d. 

I  am  next  to  inform  you  of  the  expenses  that  attended 
the  sales  of  the  stock,  and  shipping  and  bringing  over  the 
gold  to  this  country. 

After  I  had  finally  recovered  the  legacy  from  the  court 
of  chancery,  it  did  not  seem  to  me  prudent  that  I  should,  by 
mjself  alone,  undertake  the  sales  of  the  stock  awarded, 
iiw  delivered  to  me  by  its  deer<5e,  any  more  than  the  ship- 
Bent  of  the  gold,  into  which  the  money  was  afterwards  to 
be  converted ;  these  ulterior  operations  being  usually  con- 
dieted  through  mercantile  agencies,  and  being  of  a  nature 
Mt  to  be  advantageously ,  if  safely,  conducted  without  them. 
Filing  inadequate,  in  my  own  person  merely,  to  the  man- 
Mmeot  of  SQch  operatiqns,  my  first  intention  was  that  the 
Wl%  0f  the  stock,  as  a  highly  important  part  of  them, 
i  be  jmt  under  the  direction  of  some  experienced  raer- 
litr  nuaJdng-house  in  London,  familiar  with  the  modes 
Ipnness  on  its  great  stock  exchange,  and  self-con- 
^he  measnres  to  be  taken.    But  I  found  that  to 
••lion  into  such  hands  would  incur  acommision 
ik.Qii  tiie  entire  fund,  as  mentioned  in  my  No. 
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27,  in  addition  to  brokerage  and  other  charges,  such  as  the 
expenses  on  transfers  and  stamps ;  besides  that,  I  shoald 
have  had  to  part  with  the  possession  of  the  stock  to  such 
mercantile  or  banking-house  whilst  the  sales  were  going 
on.  I  was  also  given  to  understand  that  this  latter  step 
would  probably  lay  a  foundation  for  a  further  mercantile 
commission  on  receiving  and  paying. 

Weighing  all  these  circumstances,  I  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion to  keep  the  operation  of  selling  the  stpck  in  my  own 
hands.  Nevertheless,  I  felt,  as  already  intimated,  that  I 
could  conduct  it  with  neither  skill  nor  safety  unless  under 
the  counsel  and  co-operation  of  a  person  well  informed  in 
these  matters,  and  trustworthy.  To  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  in  London  I  applied  as  to  such  a  person,  ftnd 
received  from  him,  as  my  No.  27  informed  you,  this  aid  and 
co-operation,  in  the  fullest  and  most  eflBcient  manner^  daily, 
throughout  the  months  of  June  and  July,  until  all  the  sales 
were  eifected ;  and  effected,  I  may  be  allowed  to  add,  with 
favorable  results  not  to  have  been  surpassed,  as  I  have 
already  reported  to  you,  and  as  the  public  records  of  the 
London  stock  market  on  each  of  the  days  that  I  sold  will 
attest.  Into  his  hands  I  also  put  the  other  mercantile  busi- 
ness necessary  to  the  shipment  of  the  gold.  These  included 
the  obtaining,  verifying,  arranging,  packing,  and  securing 
it  for  shipment,  contracting  for  freight,  entering  and  clear- 
ing at  the  custom-house,  effecting  insurance,  (which  was 
done  at  five  principal  offices  and  with  thirty-two  private 
underwriters,)  and,  finally,  shipping  the  gold.  For  these 
services,  of  whatever  kind,  (and  I  had  many  incidental 
ones  from  him,  not  here  enumerated,)  I  allowed  and  paid 
him  a  commission  of  three-fourths  of  one  per  cent,  which 
amounted  to  £797  155.  6rf. 

I  speak  from  good  information  when  expressing  a  belief 
that  an  equal  amount  of  assistance  and  services  to  me, 
under  all  the  heads  rendered,  could  not  have  been  com- 
manded through  the  usual  agency  of  banking  and  com- 
mercial houses,  on  so  heavy  and  responsible  a  moneyed 
operation,  at  a  less  charge  to  the  fund  than  a  commission 
of  from  two  to  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
amount  of  it;  and  that  this  falls  below  rather  than  goes 
beyond  what  it  might  be  expected  to  have  been. 

I  enclose  the  consul's  account,  signed  T.  Aspinwall, 
together  with  his  voucher  for  a  charge  of  £6  195.  4d.  for 
expenses  paid  by  him  on  shipping  the  fourteen  Smithsonian 
boxes. 

The  premium  for  insurance  was  one  half  of  one  per  cent., 
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and  amoanted,  with  the  expense  of  stamps  and  polices,  to 
£599  8^.  4d.  The  statement  of  this,  as  paid  for  me  by  the 
oobmI,  will  be  seen  in  the  enclosure,  (marked  "  Invoice,") 
on  which  are  also  certain  items,  as  dock  charges,  charges 
for  bills  of  lading,  and  some  other  things,  amounting  in 
ill  to  £6  0^.  6^.,  accompanied  by  vouchers.  I  also  enclose 
the  policies  of  insurance.*  The  insurance  covered  all  com- 
missions and  charges  paid  in  London,  so  as  to  have  made 
the  United  States  entirely  whole  in  case  of  loss.  This  I 
directed,  thinking  it  most  prudent. 

The  expenses  on  selling  the  stock,  viz :  brokerage,  charges 
on  the  transfers,  and  charges  for  stamps,  were  £120  4^.  6t/. 
THiefie  will  be  seen  in  my  account,  marked  among  the  en- 
dosnres  R.  R. 
The  several  expenses  above  enumerated,  viz: 
Ist  The  consul's  compiission  of  £797  15^.  6d,  and 
duuiges  £6  19s.  4d. 

2d.  The  premium  of  insurance,  stamps,  and  policies,  viz  : 
£599  is.  4€r.,  with  the  charges  £6  05.  6d. 

And  3.  The  expense  of  selling  the  stock,  viz :  £120  4s. 
(i,  deducted  from  the  gross  amount  of  moneys  that  came 
into  my  hands,  viz :  £106,490  ll5.  96?.,  will  leave  £104,960 
&.  7i,  which  was  the  precise  sum  in  gold  I  brought  over 
in  the  eleven  boxes,  and,  under  instructions  from  the  Secre- 
cy of  the  Treasury,  deposited  at  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia, 
on  the  1st  instant,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
tlnited  States. 

The  foregoing  is  the  statement  I  have  to  make  of  the  ex- 
penses. I  presume  to  hope  that  they  will  not  be  thought 
objectionable,  but,  on  the  contrary,  moderate  under  all  the 
b^ds.  K  I  have  been  somewhat  minute  in  explaining 
them,  it  is  for  the  better  understanding  of  the  different  ac- 
counts and  documents  enclosed,  trusting  that  this  will  be 
my  excuse  when  about  to  surrender  up  a  trust  where  so 
much  pecuniary  responsibility  has  devolved  upon  me. 

In  regard  to  the  14  boxes  containing  the  personal  eflFects 
of  Mr.  Smithfion,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  letter  of  the 
•olicitors,  of  the  5th  July,  mentions  that  tliey  had  sent  me 
a  list  of  them.  They  did  so,  and  I  enclose  it,  (marked  F.) 
It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  this  list  refers  to  but  one  of  the 
boxes,  or  rather  to  a  trunk,  as  their  letter  specifies,  and  it 
proved  to  be  erroneous.  I  preferred  that  all  these  boxes, 
and  the  trunk,  should  be  first  opened  at  the  consulate,  in 

•It  bu  been  deemed  unnecessary,  at  tbe  Department  of  State,  to  com- 
■mnicate  copies  of  the  several  policies  of  insurance  above  referred  to. 
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presence  of  the  consul  and  others,  who  might  aid  me  in  as- 
certaining their  contents.  When  the  trunk  was  opened, 
several  of  the  articles  down  upon  the  list  were  not  in  it.  I 
mentioned  this  to  the  solicitors,  and  it  produced  the  explan- 
atory letter  from  them  of  the  13th  of  July,  which  I  endose, 
(marked  G,)  All  the  rest  of  the  boxes  were  filled  with 
things  of  little  intrinsic  value,  as  far  as  a  mere  superficial 
inspection  of  them,  pressed  upon  me  on  the  eve  of  mv  em- 
barkation, could  determine.  They  seemed  to  be  chiefly  old 
books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts,  and  some  philosophical  or 
chemical  instruments.  Of  the  whole  contents,  (such  as  they 
were,)  all  were  left  as  we  found  them,  except  to  have  been 
repacked,  with  the  aid  of  the  consul  and  his  assistants,  and 
put  in  a  better  state  for  crossing  the  sea  than  they  were 
when  delivered  to  me.  When  first  opened,  it  was  evident 
that  time,  mould,  and  careless  packing  in  the  first  instance, 
had  nearly  destroyed  many  of  the  articles. 

The  freiffht  payable  on  the  gold  was  not  paid  in  London, 
not  being  due  until  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  New  York ; 
but  the  consul  agreed  with  the  captain  for  three-eighths  of 
one  per  cent.,  which  brought  the  amount  to  £393  12*. 
Primage  was  £19  135.  8d.;  and  the  freight  and  primage  on 
the  14  Smithsonian  boxes  was  to  have  been  £3  8^.  5^. 
These  several  charges  I  was  necessarily  obliged  to  assume 
for  the  United  States,  and  engaged  to  pay  them  when  the 
ship  got  to  New  York.  On  arriving  there,  I  received  the 
instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  20th 
of  July,  directing  me  to  transfer  the  gold  to  the  Mint  at 
Philadelphia  as  soon  as  practicable ;  it  being  added  that  the 
president  of  the  Bank  of  America  at  New  York  had  been 
requested  to  render  me  any  facilities  in  his  power.  The 
captain  of  the  ship  being  content  to  take  the  bank  as  pay- 
ment for  these  last-mentioned  charges,  I  thought  I  should 
best  consult  the  spirit  of  the  Secretary's  instructions  by 
leaving  the  bank  to  pay  them,  which  its  president  expressed 
an  immediate  readiness  to  do.  I  supposed  it  could  make 
no  difference  to  the  Government,  in  the  end,  whilst  it  saved 
the  necessity  of  opening  one  of  the  boxes  of  the  gold  at 
New  York,  out  of  which  fund  alone  I  could  have  made  the 
payment  if  demanded  of  me  under  the  engagement  I  had 
contracted.  The  bank  may  have  further  charges  to  make 
for  its  aid  to  me  otherwise  in  removing  the  gold  to  the  Mint, 
but  I  know  nothing  of  them  in  detail. 

Referring,  therefore,  to  that  part  of  the  Secretary's  letter 
to  me  of  the  7th  instant,  which  I  mentioned  in  my  No.  33, 
asking  a  statement  of  expenses  attending  the  transportation 
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of  the  gold  after  its  actual  shipment  at  London,  and  its 
transfer  io  the  Mint  at  Philadelpnia  after  its  arrival  at  New 
York,  I  beg  to  offer  the  above  explanation,  having  paid 
ootbing  mvself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  Richard  Rush. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


John  Forsyth  to  Levi  Woodbury. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  18, 1838. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  two  letters 
^m  Mr.  Richard  Rush,  Kos.  34  and  35,  with  the  papers 
irhicli  accompanied  them,  in  relation  to  the  amount  re- 
^OYered  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  and  the  expenses  attend- 
ing; the  recovery,  and  the  transmission  of  the  proceeds  to 
4i8  country. 

lam,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasvry, 


Edward  Stubbs  to  Stephen  Pleasonton. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  24 j  1838. 

8iB:  I  am  directed  to  transmit  to  you,  for  settlement,  the 
enclosed  account  of  Mr.  Richard  Rush,  and  a  letter  from 
him  (No.  36)  accompanying  it.  The  balance  which  mav  be 
found  due  to  Mr.  Rush  he  wishes  to  have  remitted  to  nim. 
The  compensation  and  allowance  for  expenses  arc  to  be  up 
to  the  period  charged  in  the  account,  (the  20th  instant.) 

It  is  presumed  that  the  amount  repaid  to  Mr.  Rush  by 
the  solicitors  in  London,  mentioned  in  his  letter,  (£116  2s, 
2d.  sterling,)  which  was  paid  into  the  Treasury,  together 
with  the  avails  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  will  be  brought 
to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  from  which  it  was  origi- 
nally taken,  and  thus  form  a  fund  from  which  the  balance 
due  to  Mr.  Rush  can  be  paid.  The  papers  explanatory  of 
this  circumstance  have  been  transmitted,  together  with  the 
account  of  the  legacy,  to  the  Treasury  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Stubbs,  Agent. 

Stephen  Pleasonton,  Esq.,  Fifth  Auditor. 


/ 
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Levi  Woodbury  to  the  President 

Treasury  Department,  Dec.  3, 1888. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  under  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  Ist  July,  1836,  in  relation  to  the 
legacy  bequeathed  to  the  United  States  by  James  Smithson, 
the  sum  of  $508,318.46  has  been  received,  and  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section  of 
the  act  of  Congress  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  7th 
July,  1838,  the  sum  of  $499,500  has  been  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  five  hundred  bonds  of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
for  one  thousand  dollars  each,  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest, 
payable  semi-annually,  on  the  first  days  of  January  and  July 
m  each  year,  from  the  fourth  day  of  September  last,  (the 
period  of  their  purchase.)  The  further  sum  of  $8,270.67 
nas  been  applied  to  the  purchase  of  eight  bonds  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest,  payable  semi- 
annually hereafter,  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and 
July,  from  the  Ist  of  May  last.  The  interest  on  all  these 
bonds  is  payable  at  the  city  of  New  York. 

There  is  still  left  in  the  Treasury  the  sura  of  $547.79 
which  has  not  yet  been  invested,  but  will  be  as  soon  as  a 
favorable  opportunity  oilers. 

The  amount  received  in  London  by  the  agent  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  decree  of  the  court  of  chancery 
of  England,  was  the  gross  sum  of  £106,490  lis.  9d,,  includ- 
ing the  sum  of  £11625.  2</,,  for  costs  refunded.  This  was 
reduced,  by  the  j^ayment  of  commissions,  insurances,  Ac, 
to  the  sum' of  £104*9tJ0  &«.  9</.,  which  was  brought  into  the 
United  States  in  gold,  and  produced  at  the  Mint  the  sum  of 
$508,318.46,  before  mentioned. 

This  department  havinir  doubts  as  to  what  constituted  the 
amount  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  consulted  the  Attorney 
General,  and  ho  has  given  his  opinion  ^hereto  annexed,  A,) 
that  the  projn^r  construction  to  Iv  given  to  the  legislation 
of  Oongrt>ss  on  this  sulyeot  nn^uiros  tlmt  the  sfross  amount 
of  the  ^i^yment  made  to  the  a4^^nt  of  the  Cnited  States^ 
after  deducting  the  costd  refundeii.  lis  before  stated,  shall 
conslituto  the  fund,  **  and  all  expenses,  of  whatever  kind  oir 
nature,  shonld  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  made  by  Con— 
greaB.'^  Thai  a|MMPQikrialkMi>  liowewr^  not  being  sufficient,  ai:^ 

eiliniM*  'Mubmilled  to  the  Ilouse  of  Rep 

^iOMlit  to  comply  with  th 
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the  United  States  to  present  a  petition  for  an  order  to 
have  the  fund  paid  to  him.  On  our  obtaining  this  order,  a 
power  of  attorney  will  be  sent  out  to  the  President  author- 
izing some  person  here  to  receive  from  the  court  of  chan- 
cery^  and  transmit  to  him,  or  to  the  managers  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  the  fund  in  question. 

Heaving  in  the  suit,  had  the  honor  of  acting  for  the  Presi- 
dent, it  might  be  within  our  fuqptions  to  present  the  petition 
even  without  an  express  authority,  but  we  did  not  deem  it 
riglit  to  do  so  without  some  communication  with  the  Presi- 
dent or  with  the  managers  of  the  Institution. 

Of  course,  althouffh  the  order  might  be  obtained  without, 
the  fund  can  only  oe  dealt  with  on  the  signature  of  the 
President 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  ser- 
vants, 

Fladgate,  Clarke  k  Fingh. 
Joseph  Henrt,  Esq., 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  it  was 

Sesoked,  That  the  Secretary  and  Executive  Committee 
consult  with  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  take 
s'lch  action  as  may  be  necessary  for  obtaining  the  money 
rrferred  to  in  the  communication  from  the  solicitors  in 
London. 


From  Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  year  1862. 

A  power  of  attorney  has  been  forwarded  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  Messrs.  Fladgate,  Clarke  & 
Finch,  of  London,  authorizing  them  to  collect  the  remainder 
of  the  Smithsonian  ftind,  which  was  left,  by  the  Honorable 
Mr.  Rush,  as  the  principal  of  an  annuity  to  the  mother  of 
the  nephew  of  Sraithson.  The  power  of  attorney  was  for- 
warded to  the  care  of  Honorable  Charles  F.  Adams,  Ameri- 
can minister  to  England,  and  the  money,  when  collected, 
will  be  deposited  with  George  Peabody  &  Co.,  bankers, 
Iiondon,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Institution. 


From  Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  year  1863. 

A  part  of  the  ori^nal  bequest,  amounting  to  £5,015,  was 
teft  by  Mr.  Rush  in  England,  as  the  principal  of  an  annuity 
to  be  paid  to  the  mother  of  the  nephew  of  Smithson.     The 
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iiesort  and  prosecute  the  claim,  and  by  said  act  pledged  the 
faith  of  the  United  States  to  apply  the  moneys  and  other 
funds  which  might  be  received  to  carry  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  said  will ;  and,  by  the  fourth  section  of  said  act, 
it  is  provided,  **  that  to  the  end  that  the  claim  to  said  be- 
quest may  be  prosecuted  with  effect,  and  the  necessary 
expenses  in  prosecutinii:  the  same  be  defrayed,  the  Prf«ident 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
apply  to  that  purpose  any  sum  not  exceeding  $10,000,'*  &c. 

From  these  provisions  it  appears  to  me  that  Congress 
intended  that  there  should  be  no  diminution  of  the  funds 
bequeathed  for  the  purpose  specified  in  said  will,  but  that 
the  whole,  whatever  they  might  amount  to,  should  be  ap- 
plied to  carry  into  effect  the  intention  of  the  testator ;  and 
when  the  object  of  the  bequest  is  considered,  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  Congress  would  act  in  any  other  than  a  liberal 
spirit. 

My  opinion,  therefore,  is,  that  the  amount  of  the  whole 
monov  and  other  funds  received  bv  the  a«?ent  of  the  United 
States,  umlor  the  act  of  July  1st,  1836,  without  reduction, 
constitute  the  Smithsonian  fund,  for  the  purposes  specified  ' 
in  s:ud  Smithson^s  will ;  and  that  the  whole  expenses  of 
prosecuting  siiid  claim,  receiving,  and  transporting  the  8am<^ 
to  this  country,  including  any  additional  expenses  whicT 
may  have  boon  incurred  here,  ought  to  be  defrayed  out 
the'  appropriation  made  by  Congn^^ss. 

It  appears  that  c;\s!i  and  stivks,  which,  when  convert! 
into  nuMiov,  amouiuod  to  i.*10i»,400  11.*.  9ti,  were  deci 
to  the  Tniiod  States,  as  the  amount  of  the  lesracv  and 
ouost  in  said  will.     This  sum.  after  deducting  £116  2*. 
tno  atnount  of  ovists  ri^fundod,  is  the  amount  which  she 
Iv  p;r.d  to  the  Tro;isuror  of  the  Uniieil  States,  to  be 
a!\d  disposed  of  aoooniing  to  the  provisions  of  the 
July  I,  1S;W.  and  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Ji 
1S;>S  :  and  all  oxponsos,  of  wliatevor  kind  or  nature,  a^ 
Iv  ]v;\id  out  of  the  appr^^priation  made  by  CVngress* 

In  rt^lation  ti>  the  disjH>si;ion  of  the  other  jvrsonaV 
of  Mr,  Smithson,  which  have  lM>on  iranstorred  to  thi^  ^^  ^£j 
by  the  j^gont  of  the  Unitwl  Srato*^  my  opinion  is,  VV^^^^^^ood 
giroTss  should  dirvoi  the  dispo^iiion  of*  them.  ^^v^jit  C 

I  havo  the  honor  n>  he,  «r,  jour  obedient  ^'^''^^^w^ 
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^ffiSlDUARY  BEQUEST  OF  JAMES  SMITH80N. 


From  Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  year  1861. 

Information  has  been  received  from  London  of  the  deaths 
*t  an  advanced  age,  of  Madame  de  la  Batut,  the  mother  of 
^e  nephew  of  James  Smithson,  to  whom  an  annuity  was 
conceded  as  a  compromise  by  the  Hon.  Richard  Rush,  with 
*  view  to  the  more  expeditious  realization  of  the  Smith- 
^nian  legacy.  The  principal  of  this  annuity,  amounting 
to  five  thousand  and  fifteen  pounds,  (about  $25,000,)  will 
now  be  added  to  the  bequest  of  Smithson,  of  which  it  origi- 
°*"y  formed  a  part. 


•^W  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Regents y  May  1,  1862. 

The  Secretary  gave  an  account  of  the  circumstances  con- 
S^^ted  with  the  money  left  in  England  by  Hon.  Richard 
^^h,  as  principal  of  an  annuity  to  the  mother  of  the 
^?phew  of  Smithson,  and  presented  the  following  commu- 
nications from  Fladgate,  Clarke  &  Finch,  of  London. 

40  Craven  Street,  Strand, 

London,  W.  6*.,  May  16,  1861, 
^    8iB:  We  had  the  honor,  in  the  year  1838,  of  acting  pro- 
fessionally for  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  the 
.^itin  the  English  court  of  chancery,  under  which  the  funds 
the  foundation  of  the  Institution  (of  which  wo  address 
ou  as  manager)  were  decreed  to  be  paid  over  to  him  for 
*  e  purpose  of  establishing  the  Institution.     We  have  now 
make  to  you  as  the  manager  thereof  the  following  com- 
unication : 

On  referring  to  the  papers  connected  with  the  Institution 

will  find  that  a  sum  of  £5,015  three  per  cent,  consols, 

•  <rf  the  estate  of  Smithson,  the  founder,  were  retained 

^B  conrtof  chancery  to  answer  a  claim  of  one  Madame 

*B«tiit    That  person  was,  in  fact,  entitled  to  a  life  in- 

Hfte  flmd,  and  at  her  death  it  was  to  revert  to  the 

It  tB<  an  additional  fund  for  the  purposes  of  the  In- 

b  la  Batut  is  now  dead,  so  that  the  fund  has 
llKNtble  to  the  President,  and  it  will  be  requi- 
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annuitant  having  died,  a  power  of  attorney  was  sent,  in 
November,  1862,  to  Messrs.  Fladgate,  Clarke  &  Finch  to  col- 
lect the  money ;  but  it  has  not  yet  been  received.  Although 
the  whole  legacy  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Rush  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  after  an  amicable  suit  in  chancery,  various 
objections  have  been  raised  to  allowing  the  small  remainder 
to  be  sent  to  this  country.  These  objections  appear  to  be 
principally  of  a  technical  character,  and  are  scarcely  com- 
patible  with  an  equitable  interpretation  of  the  facts  of  the 
case.  There  should  be  no  prejudice  in  England  in  rogard 
to  the  construction  placed  upon  the  terms  of  the  bequest 
and  the  policy  which  has  been  adopted,  since  one  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  institutions  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are 
recipients  of  the  Smithsonian  publications  and  specimens  of 
natural  history,  and  have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  its  sys- 
tem of  international  exchange. 


Drom  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  RegentSy  Janrwry  25,  1864» 

The  Secretary  called  attention  to  the  unexpected  delays 
and  embarrassments  which  had  occurred  in  obtaining  the 
remainder  of  the  oriffinal  bequest  of  Smithson  left  in  Eng- 
land as  the  principal  of  an  annuity  to  the  mother  of  the 
nephew  of  Smithson,  and  read  the  correspondence  on  the 
subject  with  the  attorneys,  and  also  a  letter  from  Hon.  C. 
F.  Adams,  the  American  minister  to  England. 

On  motion  it  was 

Sesolvtdj  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  consisting  oi 
the  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  W.  Davis,  and  Professor  Bache,  to 
confer  with  Uie  Secretary  of  State  and  the  British  minister 
relative  to  the  action  of  the  English  authorities  in  regard 
to  the  monev  due  the  Smithsonian  Institutioo. 


fVom  Jiq>ort  of  the  Secrftarj/  for  the  t/ear  1864. 

It  was  montionod  in  the  last  report  that  a  part  of  the 
orisrinal  bequest,  amounting  to  £5,015,  was  left  by  Mr.  Rash 
in  England  as  the  prineiual  to  secure  an  annuity  payable  to 
the  mother  of  Smithson  s  nephew.  The  annuitant  having 
died*  a  innver  of  attorney  was  sent  in  November,  1863,  to 
Me^ksrs.  Fladgate,  Clarke  &  Pinch,  (the  same  firm  originally 
emplo}^  by  Mr*  Rush,)  to  collect  the  money.  After  a 
eonsidoraMe  deli^v,  arising  principally  from  technical  diffi- 
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coltiee,  the  money  was  obtained  and  deposited  to  the  order 
of  the  Instatution,  with  George  Pcabody  &  Co.,  hankers, 
Londou.  It  was  subsequently  drawn  through  the  agency 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  iu  accordance  with 
the  law  of  Congress  directing  that  the  money  of  the  Smitli- 
tonian  bequest  should  be  invested  in  Qntted  States  securi- 
ties, it  was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  government  bonds, 
bearing  interest  nt  the  rate  of  7i^  per  cent.  The  amonnt 
rcalizra  in  bonds  of  thil  denomination,  at  par,  was  $54,150. 
It  was  at  first  supposed  that  lliis  money,  or  nt  least  the 
iQtcrcst  upon  it,  could  irnniediatelv  be  applied  to  the  uses 
of  the  Institution,  but  from  a  critical  examination  of  the 
enactments  of  Congress  in  reference  to  the  Smithsonian 
f<iDd,it  was  found  that  the  appropriation  of  the  bequest  by 
tbc  act  organizing  the  estahlisbmcut  in  1846,  related  only 
to  that  part  of  the  bequest  which  had  already  been  receiveu, 
and  made  no  provision  for  the  disposition  of  the  residuary 
kptcy  which  has  just  become  available.  It  can  scarcely  he 
doabted,  however,  but  that  Congress  intended  to  appropriate 
the  whole  of  the  bequest  to  the  maintenance  of  the  estah- 
liBhment;  still,  for  this  purpose,  a  special  act  will  be  re- 
qoimi,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  sum  recently  received  be 
deposited  iu  the  treasury  on  the  same  condition  with  the 
ainouDt  originally  obtained  ;  that  the  interest  alone  shall  be 
BubJL'rt  to  expenditure.  In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to 
remurk  that  Mr.  Peabody,  who  received  the  deposit  of  the 
fund,  80  far  from  claiming  the  usual  commission,  allowed 
ibiirper  cent,  on  the  money  while  it  remained  in  his  hands. 


From  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  February  2,  1865. 

Professor  Henry  presented  the  question  as  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  residuary  legacy  of  Smithson  which  had  been 
received  from  England,  and  was  now  on  deposit  with  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
Oil  motion  of  Hon.  J.  W.  Patterson,  it  was 
Jiesoleed,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  invest  the 
money  now  on  deposit  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
Btates,  derived  from  the  residuary  legacy  of  James  Smith- 
aOD,  la  United  States  bonds  bearing  7i*j  per  cent,  interest. 


Fyam  Report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  year  1865. 

It  baa  been  mentioned  in  the  two  preceding  reports,  that 
%  part  of  the  origin^  bequest  had  been  left  in  England  as  the 
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quest  of  Smithson  is  still  undiminished  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States. 

The  Chancellor  recommended  that  the  sum  thus  added 
to  the  money  now  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
should  be  sumcient  to  make  up  the  amount  to  $550,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wallach,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  apply  to  Con^ 
gress  for  an  act  by  which  the  residuary  legacy  of  James 
Smithson,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  amounting  to  $26,210  63,  be  added  to  the  sum 
originally  received ;  and  that  also  from  the  income  of  the 
above-mentioned  residuary  legacy  the  further  sum  of 
$8,620  37  be  added,  making  the  total  amount  deposited  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  $550,000  as  the  trust 
fund,  the  interest  on  which  alone  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
maintenance  and  uses  of  the  Institution ;  and  further,  that 
the  Regents  be  authorized  to  apply  the  remainder  of  the 
income  of  the  residuary  legacy  to  the  current  expenses  of 
the  Institution  and  the  reconstruction  of  the  building. 


From  Proceedings  of  (he  Board  of  Regents,  January  28, 1867* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wallach,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  pre- 
sent a  memorial  to  Congress  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Regents,  requesting  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  receive  into  the  treasury, 
on  the  same  terms  as  the  original  bequest,  the  residuary 
legacy  of  James  Smithson,  now  in  United  States  bonds  in 
the  hands  of  s;ud  Treasurer,  namely,  $26,210.63,  togfther 
with  such  other  sums  jis  the  Reirents  mav  from  time  to  time 
see  tit  to  deposit,  not  exceeding,  with  the  orio^ual  bequest, 
the  sum  of  one  million  dollars :  and  that  the  income  which 
has  accrued  or  which  may  accrue  from  said  residuary  legaOT 
be  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  interest  on  the  origi* 
nal  bequest. 

The  Chancellor  appointed  Messrs.  Davis,  Patterson,  and 
Garfield  as  the  committee. 


Ihm  iVtMmin^  ^  ike  Board  of  lUyents^  February  1, 1867. 

TIm  ^  ^owin^  memorial  which 

lia  •  qpeaal  committee : 
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1^  liU  HcnormbU  <ile  SenaU  and  Houbb  of  Jtepreaentative* 

in  Congresa  AumMed  : 

The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsooian  Institution 
Wre  directed  the  undersigned  to  transmit  to  your  honor- 
able hody  the  resolution  herewith  appended,  and  to  solicit 
the  passage  of  an  act  in  accordance  therewith. 

It  IB  known  to  your  honorable  body  that  the  original  sum 
lecdved  into  the  united  States  Treasury  from  the  bequest 
of  James  Smithson,  of  England,  was  $515,167,  which  was 
considered  a  trust  fund,  the  interest  alone  to  be  applied  to 
carryuiff  out  the  purpose  of  the  testator,  viz :  "  The  increase 
and  ^ffiision  of  knowledge  amon^  men," 
This,  however,  was  hot  the  whole  of  the  Smithsonian  be- 

3 nest,  the  sum  of  je5,015  sterling,  having  been  left  by  Hon. 
t.  Bosh,  the  a^ent  of  the  United  States,  as  the  principal  of 
»n  annuity  to  the  mother  of  the  nephew  of  Smithson, 

The  annuitant  having  died,  the  sum  of  $26,210.63  has 
b^n  received  from  this  source,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  the 
Secretary  of  tne  Treasury  of  the  United  States ;  and  no 
provision  having  been  made  in  the  act  of  August  10, 1846, 
establishing  the  Institution,  for  the  disposition  of  this  re- 
JDMder  of  the  legacy,  your  memorialists,  in  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Regents,  now  ask  that  it  be  added  to  the  original 
be^nest  on  the  same  terms ;  and  that  the  increase  which  has 
arisen  from  interest  or  otherwise  on  the  sum  before  men- 
tioned, also  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
United  States,  be  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Regents  for 
Msisdng  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  reconstruction  of  the 
building,  and  for  other  objects  of  the  Institution. 

And  your  memorialists  would  further  ask  that  the  Board 
<^  Brents  be  allowed  to  place  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  original  bequest, 
wch  aums  of  money  as  may  accrue  from  savings  of  income 
«nd  from  other  sources,  provided  the  whole  amount  thus 
/received  into  the  treasury  shall  not  exceed  one  million  dol- 
hn. 

The  sole  object  of  this  request  is  the  permanent  invest- 
ment and   perpetual  security  of  the   entire   Smithsonian 
UmL^t  and  sach  other  sums  as  may  be  accumulated  from 
mmngB  of  accrued  interest,  legacies,  &c. 
And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

S.  P.  Chase, 

ChanceUoT. 
Joseph  Henry, 
;_•:       -  Secretary  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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quest  of  Smithson  is  still  undiminished  in  the  Treasury  i 
the  United  States. 

The  Chancellor  recommended  that  the  sum  thus  adde 
to  the  money  now  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stat< 
should  be  sufficient  to  make  up  the  amount  to  $550,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wallach,  it  was 

Resolvedy  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  apply  to  Coi 
gress  for  an  act  by  which  the  residuary  legacy  of  Jame 
Smithson,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Secretary  of  th 
Treasury,  amounting  to  $26,210  63,  be  added  to  the  squ 
originally  received ;  and  that  also  from  the  income  of  tb 
above-mentioned  residuary  legacy  the  further  sum  o 
$8,620  37  be  added,  making  the  total  amount  deposited  ii 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  $550,000  as  the  true 
fund,  the  interest  on  which  alone  is  to  be  applied  to  th< 
maintenance  and  uses  of  the  Institution ;  and  further,  thai 
the  Regents  be  authorized  to  apply  the  remainder  of  tlk 
income  of  the  residuary  legacy  to  the  current  expenses  c 
the  Institution  and  the  reconstruction  of  the  building. 


From  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Regents^  Janvary  28, 186 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wallach,  the  following  resolution  w^ 
adopted : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  pr^ 
sent  a  memorial  to  Congress  in  behalf  of  the  Board  < 
Regents,  requesting  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  th4 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  receive  into  the  treasury 
on  the  same  terms  as  the  original  bequest,  the  residuarj 
legacy  of  James  Smithson,  now  in  United  States  bonds  in 
the  hands  of  said  Treasurer,  namely,  $26,210.63,  togfthei 
with  such  other  sums  as  the  Regents  may  from  time  to  time 
see  fit  to  deposit,  not  exceeding,  with  the  original  bequest 
the  sum  of  one  million  dollars ;  and  that  the  income  whicl 
has  accrued  or  which  may  accrue  from  said  residuary  legaci 
be  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  interest  on  the  origi 
nal  bequest. 

The  Chancellor  appointed  Messrs.  Davis,  Patterson,  an< 
Garfield  as  the  committee. 


Prom  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Regents^  February  1,  186"! 

The  Secretary  presented  the  following  memorial  whic 
had  been  offered  to  Congress  by  the  special  committee : 
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1^  tiU  BomrM$  <%e  Senate  and  House  of  RepreeentaHvee 

in  Congreee  Aeaenibled  : 

The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
liKve  directed  the  undersigned  to  transmit  to  your  honor- 
ible  body  the  resolution  herewith  appended,  and  to  solicit 
tike  passage  of  an  act  in  accordance  therewith. 

It  IB  known  to  your  honorable  body  that  the  original  sum 
^ecttved  into  the  United  States  Treasury  from  the  bequest 
of  James  Smithson,  of  England,  was  $515,167,  which  was 
considered  a  trust  fund,  the  interest  alone  to  be  applied  to 
ctrrying  out  the  purpose  of  the  testator,  viz :  *^  The  increase 
tod  di&sion  of  Knowledge  amonff  men." 
This,  however,  was  bot  the  whole  of  the  Smithsonian  be- 

JJiost,  the  sum  of  £5,015  sterling,  having  been  left  by  Hon. 
"•  fiosh,  the  a^ent  of  the  United  States,  as  the  principal  of 
^  annuity  to  uie  mother  of  the  nephew  of  Smithson. 

5Tie  annuitant  having  died,  the  sum  of  $26,210.63  has 

^n  received  from  this  source,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  the 

^^  of  tne  Treasury  of  the  United  States ;  and  no 

P^vision  having  been  made  in  the  act  of  August  10,  1846, 

^^Wishing  the  Institution,  for  the  disposition  of  this  re- 

l^^nder  of  the  legacy,  your  memorialists,  in  behalf  of  the 

^^rd  of  Regents,  now  ask  that  it  be  added  to  the  original 

"^nest  on  the  same  terms ;  and  that  the  increase  which  has 

^y^n  from  interest  or  otherwise  on  the  sum  before  men- 

^^^,  also  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 

United  States,  be  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Regents  for 

^ting  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  reconstruction  of  the 

onilding,  and  for  other  objects  of  the  Institution. 

And  your  memorialists  would  further  ask  that  the  Board 
<^  K^ents  be  allowed  to  place  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
PDited  States,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  original  bequest, 
wch  sums  of  money  as  may  accrue  from  savings  of  income 
*nd  from  other  sources,  provided  the  whole  amount  thus 
received  into  the  treasury  shall  not  exceed  one  million  dol- 
lars. 

The  sole  object  of  this  request  is  the  permanent  invest- 
ment and  perpetual  security  of  the   entire   Smithsonian 
bequest  and  such  other  sums  as  may  be  accumulated  from 
savings  of  accrued  interest,  legacies,  &c. 
And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

S.  P.  Chase, 

Chancellor. 
Joseph  Henry, 
Secretary  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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Resolved^  by  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  InstUtt- 
tion^  That  an  application  be  made  to  Congress  for  an  act 
authorizing  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  receive 
into  the  treasury,  on  the  same  terms  as  the  original  bequest^ 
the  residuarjr  legacy  of  James  Smithson,  now  in  United 
States  bonds  in  the  bands  of  said  Treasurer,  namely,  $26,» 
210.63,  together  with  such  other  sums  as  the  Regents  may 
from  time  to  time  see  fit  to  deposit,  not  exceeding,  with  the 
original  bequest,  the  sum  of  $1,000,000 ;  and  that  the  in- 
come which  has  accrued  or  may  accrue  from  said  residaaiy 
legacy  be  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  interest  on  the 
original  bequest. 

Mr.  Patterson  stated  that  in  behalf  of  the  committee  he 
had  presented  the  memorial  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, with  a  bill  in  accordance  therewith,  which  had  passed 
unanimously  that  day,  and  been  transmitted  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Trumbull  stated  that  this  bill  had  also  unanimously 

Massed  the  Senate,  and  only  awaited  the  signature  of  the 
^resident  to  become  a  law. 


IVom  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Regents^  February  22, 1867. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  following  copy  of  the  act  of 
Congress  relative  to  the  increase  of  the  trust  ftmd,  referred 
to  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  a  statement  of  what 
had  been  done  in  accordance  with  it  : 

An  Act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  receive  into  the 
treasury  the  residuary  legacy  of  James  Smithson,  to  authorize  the  Re- 
gents of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  apply  the  income  of  the  said 
legacy,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  a^sembledy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  receive  into  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  same  terms  as  the  original  bequest,  the  residuary  legacy  of 
James  Smithson,  now  in  United  States  bonds  in  the  hands  of  said  Secretary, 
namely,  twenty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  sixty-three 
cents,  together  with  such  other  sums  as  the  Begents  may  from  time  to  time 
see  fit  to  deposit,  not  exceeding  with  the  original  bequest  the  sum  of  one 
million  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  increase  which  has  accrued, 
or  which  mav  hereafter  accrue,  from  said  residuary  legacy,  shall  be  applied 
by  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  intere!*t  on  the  original  bequest,  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  August  tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  establish- 
ing said  Institution. 

Approved  February  8,  1867. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  in  accordance  with  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  the  authority  conferred 
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hj  tbe  above  act,  he  had  increased  the  amount  of  the  Smith- 
Mttian  fond  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the 
19th  of  February,  1867,  to  $550,000,  in  the  following  man- 
ner: 

The  interest  at  7A  per  cent.,  due  for  two  years,  to  February 
15, 1867,  on  the  $&4,150  XJ.  8.  bonds,  was  collected,  viz  : $7,905  90 

tSSjIOO  of  the  Bonds  were  taken  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 

inent  tt  6  per  cent,  premium,  yielding  Bonds $25,400 

Premium 1,524 


26,924  00 
Intenitfirom  16th  February  to  19th,  four  days 20  82 

•  AxDOOBt  realised 84,860  22 

Amount  placed  in  the  United  States  Treasury,  to  be  added 
totbeoriginal  tmat  fund,  $616,169,  (making  it  $550,000)-...       84,881  00 

LetTing  a  balance  in  cash  of $19  22 

This  balance  was  deposited  with  Riggs  &  Go.  to  the  credit 
of  the  Smithsonian  account. 


CONGRESSIONAL  PEOCEEDINGS. 


Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Washington,  December  17, 1835. 

9b  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  accompanying  copies  of  certain  papers*  relating  to  a 
bequest  to  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  James  Smithson,  of 
London,  for  the  purpose  of  founding,  at  Washington,  an 
•establishment,  und^r  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, ^^  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men."  The  Executive  having  no  authority  to  take  any 
steps  for  accepting  the  trust,  and  obtaining  the  funds,  the 
papers  are  communicated  with  a  view  to  such  measures  as 
Congress  may  deem  necessary. 

Andrew  Jackson. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 

Senate,  December  21, 1835. 

The  message  was  read,  and  ordered  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  printed. 

Senate,  Tuesday,  January  5, 1836. 

Mr.  Leigh,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  relative  to  the  bequest  of 
the  late  James  Smithson,  of  London,  made  a  report,  accom- 

Fanied  by  a  joint  resolution  to  authorize  and  enable  the 
'resident  to  assert  and  prosecute  with  effect  the  claim  of 
the  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  them  by 
James  Smithson,  late  of  London,  deceased,  to  found  at 
Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men.  The  resolution  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  be  printed. 


*  For  these  papers  see  Cvrrtsfpondence, 
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ot  the  United  States  at  London,  dated  the  21et  July  last, 
comiDunicatcd  by  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  thai 
pafsaant  to  the  instructiouB  contained  in   Mr.  Bmithaou's 
will, an  amicable  euit  was,  on  the  death  of  that  testator, 
brought  in  tho  court  of  chancery  of  England,  by  the  lega- 
tee, Mr.  Hnngorford,  against  the  Messrs.  Druinraonds,  the 
executors,  in  which  suit  the  assets  were  realized  ;  that  these 
wcT-c  very  considerable;  that  there  is  now  standing  in  the 
name  of  the  accountant  general  of  the  court  of  chancery, 
on    the  trusts  of  the  will,  stock  amounting  in  value  to  about 
£100,000;  that   Mr.   Ilungerford,  during  his  life,  had   re- 
ceived the  income  arising  from  this  property;  but  that  news 
liii*i  reached  England  that  Mr.  Hungerford  had  died  abroad, 
Icaxring  no  child  surviving  him ;  so  that  the  event  lias  hap- 
pened on  which  the  executory  bequest  of  this  large  property 
was   made  by  the  testator,  Mr,  Smithson,  to  the  United 
Stat«3,  to  found,  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  "  The 
Stnitliaonian  Institution,"  aii  establishment  for  the  increase 
luid  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.     Messrs.  Clarke, 
Fynmore,  and  Fladgate  also  inform  Mr.  Vail  that  it  has 
ii»w  liccome  necessary  that  measures  should  be  taken  for 
tiie  puq>ose  of  getting  the  decision  of  tho  court  of  chancery 
as  to  tho  further  disposition  of  tho  property;  that  it  is  not 
c^eiiHy  delined  in  Mr.  Smithson's  will,  to  whom,  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  tho  property  should  be  paid  or  trans- 
fcrred ;  and  indeed  there  is  so  much  doubt  that  they  appre- 
heuci  the  attorney  general   on   behalf  of  tho  crown  of 
Inland  must  be  joined  in  the  proceedings  whieh  it  may  be 
lequiaite  tho  United  States  should  institute;  that  they  act, 
in  ihiH  matter,  for  Messrs,  Drummonds,  the  bankers,  who 
«rc  mure  stake-holders,  and  arc  read^  to  do  all  in  their 
JfOwer  to   facilitate   getting   the  decision  of  the  court  of 
duwccry,  and  currying  the  testator's  intentions  into  effect ; 
wd  that  they  will  be  nappy  to  communicate  with  bucIi  pro- 
fessional advisers  as  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
ihall  think  fit  to  appoint  to  act  for  them  in  England.     And 
luving  thus  stated  tho  nature  of  the  business,  they  add, 
^t  iliey  abstain  from  making  any  suggestion  as  to  the 
PHy  in  whoso  name  procecdinga  should  be  adopted,  con- 
wdering  that  the  point  should  be  determined  bv  counsel  in 
^^laud,  uftcr  the  opinion  of  the  proper  law  oncers  in  the 
iJniled  States  shall  have  been  taken  on  the  subject, 

la  a  letter  of  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the 
28tb  July  last,  communicating  a  copy  of  Mr.  Smithson's 
will, and  the  letter  of  Messrs,  Clarke,  Fynmoie,  and  Flad- 
gate, to  him,  he  saya  that  that  letter,  and  the  inquiries  he 
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haa  made,  leave  no  doabt  of  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson  ha 
iog  been  eatablisbed,  and  ite  diapoaitiona  recognized  by  ti 
conrt  of  cbaucery  of  England ;  tbat,  according  to  the  vif 
taken  of  the  case  by  the  soHcitorB,  the  United  Statee,  in  t 
event  of  their  accepting  the  legacy,  and  the  trust  coapl 
with  it;  shonld  come  forward,  by  their  representative,  ai 
make  tbemaelves  parties  to  an  amicable  sait  before  b 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  for  the  parpoee  of  legal 
eBtabtishing  the  fact  of  the  demise  of  Mr.  Hungerford,  tl 
legatee  for  life,  withont  children  and  intestate,  proving  th( 
claim  to  the  benefit  of  the  will,  and  obtaining  a  decree 
chancery  awarding  to  them  the  proceeds  of  the  eatat 
that  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore,  and  Fladgate,  are  willing 
undertake  the  management  of  the  sait  on  the  part  of  ti 
United  States ;  and  that,  from  what  he  has  learnt  of  the 
standing,  they  may  safely  be  confided  in.  And  Mr.  Vi 
sn^ests,  upon  the  advice  of  those  gentlemen,  a  method 
proceeding  to  assert  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  tl 
legacy,  Avitbout  further  delay,  in  case  it  should  be  thoug 
unnecessary  to  await  the  action  of  Congr^s  to  authon 
the  institution  of  the  requisite  legal  proceedings. 

The  Secretary  of  State  submitted  the  letter  of  Mr.  Va 
and  the  papers  therewith  communicated,  to  the  Presided 
who  determined  to  lay  the  subject  before  Congress  at  i 
next  session;  and  of  this  determination  the  Secretary 
State  apprized  Mr.  Vail,  in  a  letter  of  the  26th  Septemb 
last. 

The  President,  in  his  message  of  the  17th  Decembe 
transmits  to  Congress,  all  the  correspondence  and  inform 
tion  relating  to  the  subject,  as  the  same  had  been  report* 
to  him  by  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  adds,  that  "tl 
Executive  having  no  autliority  to  take  any  steps  for  accep 
ing  the  trust,  and  obtaining  the  fiinds,  the  papers  are  eoi 
municated  with  a  view  to  such  measures  as  Congress  mi 
deem  necessary." 

The  committee  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Preeiden 
that  it  belongs  to  the  Lc^slature  to  devise  and  prescril 
the  measures,  if  any,  proper  to  be  adopted  on  this  occado 
ami  to  pi-ovide  for  am^i  exiwiises  as  may  bo  incurred  in  tl 
prosecution  of  them. 

■Tndgin?  from  t!i.  :■  ;  "  ^T^.  Vf^to  the  SecrelarT 
State,  and  of  Mef  ~.     '  .  <  '  '>°4M^  Fladgate  to  M 

Vail,  as  well  lu  froi:  "  '*^^BWp'*  *^*^  committ 

ihomoelves  have  bcu^hli^^^^^^^^^to  the  course 
tu^udioation  ^Q^Vi^^^^^  ^M[iand  in  sai 

"We,  that  tl 
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siecutory  bequest  contained  in  Mr.  Smithson's  will,  of  hia 
vbole  property  to  the  Uait^d  States,  in  the  event  that  has 
occurred,  for  the  purpose  of  foonding,  at  WaHhington, 
nndar  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  estab- 
lishment for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men,  ia,  by  the  law  of  England,  a  valid  bequest ;  that  the 
United  States,  will  be  entertained  in  the  court  of  chancery 
irf  Snglaud,  to  assert  their  claim  to  the  fund,  as  trnstees, 
for  the  purpose  of  founding  the  charitable  institution  at 
Washington  to  which  it  is  destined  by  the  donor ;  and  that 
that  court  will  decree,  that  the  fund  shall  he  paid  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  States,  or  their  lawfully  authorized 
•geot,  leaving  it  to  the  United  States  to  apply  the  property 
to  the  foundation  of  the  intended  charity  at  Washington, 
and  to  provide  for  the  due  administration  of  the  fund,  so  as 
W  accomplish  the  purpose  of  the  donor.  The  committee 
are  sensible,  however,  that  these  are  points  which  can  only 
be  determined  and  settled  bv  the  judicial  authority  of  Eng- 
land. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  questions  which  it 
behooves  Congress  to  consider,  are,  whether  it  is  competent 
to  the  United  States,  whether  it  comports  with  their  dignity, 
whether  (all  circumstances  considered)  it  is  expedient  and 
pf^rthat  the  United  States  should  appear  as  suitors  in 
{he  courts  of  justice  of  England,  to  assert  their  claim  to  the 
•egwyin  question,  as  trustees  for  the  intended  charitable 
inetitution  to  be  founded  at  Washington. 

It  might  be  a  question  of  much  donbt  and  difficulty, 
whether  it  would  bo  within  the  competency  of  the  Govern- 
nient  of  the  United  States  to  appropriate  any  part  of  the 
general  revenue  collected  from  the  nation  at  large,  to  the 
foandation  and  endowment  of  a  literary  or  any  other  chari- 
t*^'e  institution  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  But,  in  the 
•IPinion  of  the  committee,  no  such  question  is  involved  in 
we  consideration  of  the  present  subjeet.  The  fund  given 
tothe  United  States  by  Mr.  Smithson's  will,  is  nowise,  and 
""w  Pan  bcromCipnrt  of  their  revenue  ;  they  cannot  claim 
"f  take  it  for  tlifir  own  benefit;  they  can  only  take  it  as 
f^Ustees,  to  apply  to  the  charitable  purpose  for  which  it  was 
'ntendeil  by  the"doiior. 

The  committee  can  see  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  the 

Omted  States  must  be  regarded  as  the  parens  patruE  of  the 

"i^trictof  Columbia;  that,  in  that  character,  they  have  a 

^He^  ^^  tbey  are  in  duty  hound,  to  assert  a  claim  to  any 

■  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  char- 

11  of  any  kind  within  the  District,  and  to 
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provide  for  the  due  applieation  and  atlmmistratJou  of"  aucb 
a  fuud  when  they  have  obtained  posBesaion  of  it;  that  the 
rights  !nid  duties  of  the  United  States,  as  -parens  patriee  of 
the  District,  in  such  a  ease,  are  the  same,  whether  the  char- 
itable donation  be  made  by  the  suliject  of  a  foreign  nation, 
or  by  a  dtizen,  or  whether  the  claim  to  the  bounty  is  to  be 
asserted  before  a  domestic  court  of  justice,  or  before  a  for- 
eign tribunal,  which,  by  the  comity  of  nations,  or  the  laws 
of  its  own  country,  is  bound  to  entertain  the  claim,  and  to 
adjudge  the  property  to  the  United  States,  if  they  are  by 
law  entitled  to  it.  If  a  foreign  tribuniil,  decreeing  bhcIi 
property  to  the  United  States,  should  think  proper  to  im- 
pose any  conditions  incompatible  with  the  constitutional 
powers  of  this  Government,  or  with  its  duties  or  ita  dignity, 
the  United  States  may  then  decline  to  accept  the  property 
and  the  trnst.  But  no  difficulty  of  that  kind  is  appre- 
hended. 

The  committee  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  United 
States,  in  prosecuting  a  claim  to  property  given  to  them  for 
the  purpose  of  founding  a  charitable  institution  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  which  they  are  entitled  to  claim, 
and  take,  and  regulate  the  administration  of,  aa  the  parens 
pa(ri(E  of  the  District,  may  properly  appropriate,  out  ofl 
their  general  revenue,  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  tcz 

Erosecute  the  claim  with  effect — since  the  United  Stater, 
ave  no  other  pecuniary  means  to  defray  the  oxpeneoe  tb»; 
may  he  incurred  in  exercising  their  powers,  or  in  perforn^ 
ing  their  duties,  as  parens  pairits  of  the  District,  hut  such  s- 
are  afforded  by  their  general  revenue. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it,^ 
within  the  competency  of  the  Government  of  the  Uni~-~. 
States,  that  it  well  comports  with  its  dignity,  that,  ind^^ 
it  is  its  duty,  to  assert  in  the  courts  of  justice  of  Eng^^ 
the  claim  of  the  United  States,  to  the  legacy  bequeath  v^s-, 
them  bv  Mr.  Smithson's  will,  for  the  purpose  of'  fbui»^^ 
at  Wasliington,  under  the  name  of  "  The  Smithaouiix-^^ 
stitution,"  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  tl't^^-,, 
of  knowledge  among  niun  ;  and  that  provision  ought. 
made  by  Congress  to  enable  the  Executive  to  assa  -^-^i ' 
prosecute  the  claim  with  effect. 

Therefore,  the  committee  i 
joint  resoUilioii  authorizing 
for  recovering  the  said  li 

SSBAB 
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:  aod  prosecute  with  effect  the  claim  of  the  United 
I  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  them  by  James  Smithsou, 
^"aa  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  'Whole:  and, 
Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Preston, 
Ortiered,  That  it  he  laid  on  the  table. 

Senate,  Satdrday,  April  30,  1836. 
On  XQotion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  Senate  took  up  the  bill 
autiioi-izing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint 
an  agent  or  agents  to  prosecute  and  receive  from  the  British 
(Jourt  of  Chancery  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  the  United 
States  l)y  the  late  Jaraea  Smitheon  of  London,  lor  the  pur- 
po»e_  of  establishing  at  Washington  city  an  institution  for 
llie  inerea«c  "f  knowledge  among  men,  to  be  called  the 
Smithsonian  Universitv. 

I  Mr.  Preston  said,  tliat  by  this  will  it  was  intended  that 

this    CiovernDient  Hhould  become  the  beneficiaries  of  this 

lega<!_j*,  und  contended  that  if  they  had  not  the  compotence 

to  re«*oive  it  by  the  Constitution,  the  act  of  no  individual 

coulci  confer  the  power  on  them  to  do  so.     He  claimed  that 

tliej*  bad  not  the  power  to  receive  the  money  for  national 

objects,  and  if  bo,  the  expending  it  for  another  object  was 

a  still  liigher  power     He  controverted  the  position  that  if 

they    C(jul(l  not  receive  it  as  the    beneiiuiary  legatee,  they 

might  receive  it  as  the  fiduciary  agent.     If  they  had  not  the 

power  to  eatablisli  an  university  witbout  the  power  conferred 

on  tbern  by  a  grant,  they  could  not  have  it  with  the  grant ; 

«>r  wKat  they  could  not  exercise  directly,  they  could  not  ex- 

eri'iao   as   trnst*;e.     Ho  referred  to  a  report  made  by  Mr. 

.VdatQs  ill  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  the  gen- 

ealf>gy  of  Mr.  Smithson  was  given  and  traced  through  the 

lino    of  the  illustrious  Percys  and  Seymours  of  England. 

He  thought  this  donation  had  beeu  partly  made  with  a  view 

to  •^nrnortalize  the  donor,  and  that  it  was  too  cheap  a  way 

of  Gonforring  immortality.     There  was  danger  of  their  im- 

agiUationa  being  run  away  with  by  the  associations  of  Chevy 

Cbase  ballads,  Ac,  and  he  had  no  idea  of  this  District  being 

usee!  ftg  a  fulcrum  to  raise  foreigners  to  immortality  by  get- 

ti'ig  Congress  ns  the  parms  patrice  of  the  District  of  Colum- 

l*i^to  accept  donations  from  them. 

The  committee  had  misconceived  the  facts  ;  the  bequest 
was  to  the  United  States  of  America  to  found  an  university 
in  t\ie  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  title  of  the  "  Smitb- 
soDian  University,"  and  the  execution  of  the  terms  of  the 
legacy  was  to  redound  to  the  purposes  of  the  donation, 
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which  wapS  for  the  benefit  of  all  mankind.  It  was  general 
in  its  terms,  and  not  limited  to  the  District  of  Columbia;  it 
was  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  could  not  be 
received  by  Conffress. 

Mr.  LsiaH  said,  he  would  thank  the  gentleman  to  inform 
the  Senate  that  the  report  he  had  referred  to  was  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  not  by  a  committee  of 
the  Senate.     The  report  of  the  Senate's  committee  was 
simply  a  statement  of  matters  of  fact.    Mr.  L.  explained 
the  provisions  of  the  will,  which  were  simply  these :  The 
testator,  James  Smithson,  bequeathed  to  his  nephew,  James 
Henry  Hungerford,  a  legacy  of  one  hundred  thousand 
pounas  sterlinff ;  providing,  that  if  Mr.  Hungerford  should 
die  without  children,  the  legacy  should  enure  to  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  founding,  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, an  institution  for  the  increase  of  knowledge  among 
men,  to  be  called  the  Smithsonian  University;   and  the 
Government  had  received  information  from  the  American 
consul  at  London,  that  Mr.  Hungerford  had  lately  died 
without  ever  having  been  married,  and  without  leaving  any 
children.    It  now  l)ecame  necessary,  Mr.  L.  said,  for  Con- 
gress to  determine  whether  it  was  competent  for  the  United 
States  to  receive  this  money ;  and  if  they  should  receive  it, 
to  take  measures  for  carrying  the  intentions  of  the  testator 
into  effect.     The  committee  to  whom  this  subject  had  been 
referred  were  all  of  opinion,  with  the  exception  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston,)  that  it  was 
proper  for  the  United  States  to  receive  this  money.     They 
had  not  considered  the  question  at  all,  whether  it  was  in 
the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  a  national  university  § 
nor  was  it  necessary  they  should  do  so.     They  looked  upoi 
this  bequest  as  having  been  made  simply  for  the  benefit 
one  of  the  cities  of  the   District  of  Columbia,  of  whi< 
Congress  was  the  constitutional  guardian,  and  could  recei^ 
and  apply  the  money  in  that  form.     Congress  was  the  pan 
patrioe  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  sense  laid  do 
by  Blackstone ;   a  power  which   necessarily  belonge^t^^^^  " 
every  government,  and  could  therefore  very  properl^""^ 
ceive  this  trust  for  a  charitable  purpose  in  the  Distrx  -^^^ 
Columbia.     Congress  had  in  fact  exercised  tins  po^i^^^^ 
parens  patrice  of  the  Distri^^^  *  ^^^^ 

orphans'  court,  in  the 
tiary,  and  could  ci^ 
lunatics;  and  ip< 
what  a  de«^ 
States  ^' 
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this  power,  and  of  coarse  Congress  derived  it  as  to  the 
Distnct  from  their  deeds  of  cession.  He  did  not  look 
upon  this  legacy  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States, 
but  for  the  benefit  of  one  of  the  cities  of  the  District,  over 
which  Congress  was  gnardian,  and  he  had  therefore  no 
difficulty  in  voting  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Preston  was  aware  of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  cited  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Leigh,)  that 
the  people  of  this  District  might  be  taxed  without  represen- 
tation, and  he  had  no  doubt  that  these  corporations  could 
exercise  a  trust — but  this  was  not  a  trust  to  the  city  of 
Washington.  The  United  States  was  the  cestui  qui  trusty 
Md  not  the  city  of  Washington.  The  corporation  of  the 
city  of  Washington  could  not  enforce  this  claim  in  a  court 
of  chancery  in  England.  If  an  institution  of  the  kind  was 
desired;  he  would  prefer  it  to  be  established  out  of  our  own 
fiwds,  and  not  have  Congress  pander  to  the  paltry  vanity 
of  an  individual.  If  they  accepted  this  donation,  every 
^Wppersnapper  vagabond  that  had  been  traducing  our 
pountry  might  think  proper  to  have  his  name  distinguished 
m  the  same  way.  It  was  not  consistent  with  the  dignity  of 
the  country  to  accept  even  the  grant  of  a  man  of  noble 
hirth  or  lineage. 

Mr.  Clayton  said  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  had  considered  this  as  a  donation  to  the  United 
States.  It  was  not  so.  The  United  States  was  merely 
jamed  in  the  will  as  the  trustee,  and  was  to  receive  no 
^Delit  whatever.  It  was  merely  a  charitable  object  to 
^tablish  an  university  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  They 
had  established  similar  institutions  within  the  District  of 
^'umbia,  by  acts  of  Congress,  and  no  one  doubted  the 
P^^er  to  permit  persons  from  other  places  to  be  educated 
^^  them. 

^ir.  Caluoun  said  if  his  memory  served  him,  there  was 
opposition  made  to  the  passage  of  those  acts. 

*^lr.  Clayton  said  he  believed  there  was  some  objection 

j^^Iq  to  the  policy,  but  not  to  the  power  of  making  the 

o^Uition.     It  was  to  be  located  in  the  city  of  Washington, 

^^^  persons  in  the  city  would  be  more  benetited  by  it  than 

^^y  others. 

^^Ir.  Calhoun  was  of  opinion  that  this  donation  was  made 
^^P^essly  to  the  United  States.  By  reading  the  terms  in 
^■^^c^h  the  bequest  was  made,  it  was  impossible  to  conceive 
othorwise.  The  bequest  was  "to  the  United  States  of 
^rnerica,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing,  at  the  city  of 
^^^^hingion,  an  institution  for  the  increase  of  knowledge 
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amotie  men."  Now,  take  out  the  words  the  "city  of 
Washington,"  and  the  doDation  was  clearly  to  the  United 
States.  The  worda,  "  the  city  of  Waahington,"  were  only 
used  to  designate  the  place  where  the  university  was  to  be 
established,  and  not  by  any  stretch  of  the  meaning  of  lao- 
guugc  to  be  considered  as  making  the  donation  to  the  city. 
He  understood  the  Senators  on  all  hands,  to  agree  .that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  a  national 
university,  and  they  all  agreea  that  they  could  establish  a 
university  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Now,  on  this  prin- 
ciple, they  could  not  receive  the  bequest,  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  was  not  even  named  in  it;  the  city  of  Waahing- 
ton beinj;  only  designated  as  the  place  where  the  university 
■was  to  be  established,  and  the  bequest  being  expressly  made 
to  the  United  States.  He  thought,  that  acting  under  this 
legacy,  would  be  as  much  the  establishment  of  a  national 
imivcrsity,  an  if  they  appropriated  money  for  the  purpose; 
and  he  would  indeed  much  rather  appropriate  the  money, 
for  he  thought  it  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  United 
States  to  receive  presents  of  this  kind  from  any  one.  He 
coulil  never  pass  through  the  rotunda  of  the  Capitol,  with- 
out having  his  feelings  outraged  by  seeing  that  statue  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  which  bad  been  placed  there  contrary  to  their 
consent. 

Mr.  SouTHAKD  said  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
was  mistaken  in  saying  that  every  Senator  i^reed  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  a  national 
university.  He,  for  one,  believed  that  CongreM  had  the 
unquestionable  right  to  do  so.  This,  liowever,  did  not  in- 
volve the  constitutionality  of  the  question  before  them,  aa, 
in  his  opinion,  the  most  rigid  construction  of  the  coastita- 
tion  would  not  be  adverse  to  the  bill.  Congress  had  the 
same  right  to  establish  this  university,  as  they  had  to  charter 
a  college  in  Georgetown  or  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Buchanan  believed  that  Congress  had  the  power  to 
receive  and  apply  this  money  to  tlie  purposes  intended  by 
the  testator,  without  involving  the  question  whether  they 
bad  the  power  to  establish  a  national  univei-sity  or  not. 
There  was  no  questioD  but  that  James  Smitlison,  in  hia  life- 
time, had  a  right  to  establish  a  university  at  the  city  of 
Washintrlon,  and  call  it  tlio  Smittlsouian  University  ;  or  a 
national  univereity,  if^^a||fl|^g||^jOongrcsa,  by  receiv- 
ing Mid  applyinaM||fl^^^^^^|HkA(it  as  the  trustee 
of  the.^SiiHfl^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  >^  ^^^  mado. 
u  whether  thu 
I  that  questiML. 
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•wu  not  involved.     But  he  should  vote  for  the  bill  on  the 

rod  that  Congreas  would  be  doina:  manifest  injustice  to 
itizeuB  of  the  city  of  Washington  by  refusing  to  accept 
AedoDation.  It  was  true  that  it  operated  for  the  benefit 
(rf  ^t  mankiDd,  but  not  more  so  than  a  university  cetab- 
Med  at  Princeton  or  any  other  place.  The  Senator  from  ■ 
Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calliouu,)  had  said  they  ought  to  read 
the  will  as  if  the  words  "  at  Washington  "  wore  left  out. 
He,  Mr.  W,,  did  not  tliink  so ;  they  ought  to  read  it  just  as 
it  wig  in  connection  with  the  whole,  and  giro  it  its  true 
wnitniction,  which  was  that  the  United  States  was  only 
Mmted  as  the  trustee,  and  the  people  of  the  city  of 
Tuhington  had  a  right  to  call  upon  Congress  as  the  repre- 
KDtatives  of  the  United  States  to  execute  the  trust. 

Mr.  Davis  said  this  man  Smithson,  it  was  said,  had  devised 
ooehnndred  thousand  pounds  sterling  for  the  establishment 
rf » university  in  the  oity  of  Washington  to  diffuse  knowl- 
^imong  men.     It  seemed  to  be  taken  for  granted  that 
It  wig  for  the  establishment  of  a  university,  although  he 
Wiwed  the  word  university  was  not  to  be  found  in  the 
win.   He  could  not  infer  why  it  was  so  construed,  as  there 
wre  other  means  of  diffusing  knowledge  among  men  be- 
^dadeing  it  through  the  medium  of  universities,  and  he 
therefore  tnonght  the  discussion  as  to  the  particular  design 
of  thepft  premature.     He  did  not  regard  it  as  a  gift  or 
^WKt  to  the  Government.     If  he  did,  he  would  have  all 
tbefeelings  evinced  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Preston.)    The  testator  had  not  specified  what  special 
porpose  it  was  to  be  applied  to,  nor  when  the  fund  was  to 
Ijetued,  and  Congress  might  defer  using  it  until  it  became 
iarra  enough  to  bo  used  advantageously  to  the  purposes  of 
diniiBiDg  knowledge  among  manlcind.     If  they  denied  the 
ri^t  to  cBtablieh  a  university,  they  denied  the  right  to 
establish  all  institutions  of  charity.     The  same  question 
inrolved  in  this,  was  also  involved  in  the  incorporation  of 
irstittitionB  which  had  been  incorporated  by  them  in  this 
District    The  only  question  now  under  consideration  was, 
wlwCher  they  should  receive  this  money.     He  would  vote 
for  it,  and  if  they  could  not  devise  some  appropriate  dis- 
position of  it  after  it  was  received,  he  would  be  willing  to 
send  it  back  by  the  first  return  packet. 

Mr.  Calhocn  asked  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
^ria)  what  construction  he  would  put  upon  the  will  if  the 
Keda  "  at  Washington  "  had  been  left  out  of  it. 

replied,  that  he  would  put  the  same  construc- 
la  he  did  now.     His  first  inquiry  would  be 
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whether  it  was  for  a  charitable  purpose ;  and  if  there 
no  power  to  establish  the  institution  in  any  of  the  Sti 
he  would  establish  it  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ii 
power  to  establish  it  there  was  doubted,  he  would  estal 
it  in  one  of  the  Territories.  He  deemed  the  establishc 
of  institutions  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  a  vital  prin< 
of  a  republican  government.  They  might  as  well  say 
delivering  lectures  in  any  of  the  sciences  was  a  nati 
institution,  as  to  call  this,  one. 

Mr.  Preston  said,  the  declaration  of  the  Senator  i 
New  Jersey  (Mr.  Southard)  had  satisfied  him  that  this 
a  national  university.     There  was  no  difference  betwe 
university  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  benefit  o: 
mankind  and  a  national  university.     That  Senator  had 
distinguished  between  the  power  of  erecting  buildings 
the  use  to  which  they  are  appropriated.     They  had  the  i 
er  to  erect  buildings  in  hco  parentis  pair  ice  for  the  bene! 
the  District  of  Columbia;  they  might  erect  buildings 
the  maintenance  of  paupers  of  the  District,  but  if  the 
pie  of  the  District,  m  this  case,  were  to  have  any  bei 
peculiar  to  the  place,  it  was  in  the  erection  of  the  buildi 
alone.     He  asked  if  the  buildings  of  the  Post  Office 
partmeut  were  erected  by  Congress  as  the  parens  patru 
the  District  of  Columbia  ?    Had  they  the  right  as  po 
patriae  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  erect  this  buildin/ 
the  benefit  humani  generis  of  this  District,  when  it  w 
fact  a  general  charity  to  mankind,  including  the  confedc 
and  not  confined  to  the  District  of  Columbia?    H 
against  the  power,  and  would  be  against  the  policy,  i 
had  the  power. 

After  some  further   remarks   from   Messrs.  Lek 
Preston,  the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  b' 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the 
tive — yeas  31,*nays  7,  as  follows  : 

Teas — Messrs.  Bonton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,   Clayton,   ' 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsboro,  Grundy,  Hendrickf 
Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum,  Moor 
Nicholas,  Forter,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Robbins,  Southard,  Swift, 
Tomlinson,  Walker — 81. 

Nays — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Hill,  King  of  G 
ton,  Kobinson,  White — 7. 

Senate,  Monday,  May  2,  Ij 

The  resolution  to  auth*^'' 
assert  and  prosecute 
States  to  the  legacy  I 
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hsnng  been  reported  hy  the  committee  coiTectly  engroaaed, 
vm  read  a  third  time. 

Besokat,  That  this  resolution  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  as  aforeeaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  aecretiiry  requests  the  concurrence  of 
^  House  of  Representatives  therein. 

Senate,  Saturday,  June  25,  1836. 

A  niess^e  from  the  Ilouae  of  Representatives,  by  Mr. 
Franklin,  their  clerk: 

Mr.  President :  The  House  of  Representatives  have 
passed  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  {No.  4)  "  to  authorize 
«iil  enable  the  President  to  assert  and  prosecute  with  effect 
tW  clium  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to 
them  by  Jamea  Smithaon,  late  of  London,  deceased,  to 
fouDd,  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian 
iDeUtution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  ditfusion 
rf  IcDOwledge  among  men,"  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  resolution  (No.  4) ;  and 

Saob^ed,  That  they  concur  therein. 

Senate,  Tuesday,  June  28,  1836. 

Mr.Niles  reported  from  the  committee  that  they  had  ex- 
wiiinedand  found  [the  above  bill]  duly  enrolled. 

Sbkatk,  Satubday,  Jul^  2, 1836. 
Araesaage  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
Mr,  Dontlson,  his  secretary,  that  he  had  duly  approved  and 
«^Ded,  the  1st  of  July,  1836,  the  above  act. 

A»Act  to  luthorino  Bod  enable  llie  Pn^idonl  tu  nsssrt  and  prosecute  with 
*VkI  tbe  claim  at  Ibo  United  Slatda  to  ttie  legacy  bcqueHtheU  to  them  hy 
Jum  Smitbano,  lute  nf  London,  deceased,  to  found  nt  Waehinf^ton, 
Udtr  Uia  iiBino  oftliQ  SmitbuotiiBn  Inatituttua,  an  eetitblishment  for  the 
Hwrnie  and  diSuaion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

"  it  tnaeted  by  Iht  Senate  OTui  House  of  Beareaentalhet  of  the  United 
^u  of  America  in  Congrea$  atstTnbUd,  That  the  PrpJident  o?  the  United 
9W»1)«,  aad  he  U  hereby,  authorized  to  constitule  and  appoint  an  agent 
^■canti,  to  M»ert  and  proxecute  for  and  in  b^hulf  of  the  United  Stntes, 
•nd  ID  Ihair  namo  or  othiirwisB,  an  may  be  advisublc,  in  Iho  Court  of  Chan- 
otrti  at  oilier  proper  tribunal  of  England,  the  right  of  the  United  States 
WUsli^icy  bequeatiied  to  them  by  tbo  last  will  and  teetament  nf  James 
Smiltuan,  late  of  London,  deccasitd,  for  the  purpose  of  foundini;  Bt  Wash- 
laeira,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Inetitution,  an  estahliBhninnt 
far  the  incrcaan  and  ititfuaion  of  knowledge  among  men  ;  and  to  empower 
»od  "gent  or  agents  io  appointed  to  receive  and  grant  acquittances  for  all 
■ocb  lum  or  lurns  of  monoy,  or  other  funds,  ae  may  or  ehall  be  decreed  or 
idlndged  to  the  United  SlaUta,  for,  or  on  account,  of  euid  legacy. 
Dtc<  2.  Atut  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That  the  said  agent  or  agents  shall. 
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before  reoeWlng  any  pkrt  of  utd  legacy,  g\ye  a  bond  or  bondi,  In  the  peDkl 
■um  of  five  hundred  uiooiand  doUan,  to  the  TreMarer  of  the  United  Bt«tM, 
and  hU  aucceuori  In  office,  with  KDod  and  aufflcient  Becnritiea  to  the  ntii- 
factlon  of  the  Seoretarj  of  the  Treaanrj,  for  the  faithful  perfor 
the  dutioi  of  the  Mid  agency,  and  for  the  faithful  remittance  to  thi 
rer  of  the  United  Statefl  of  all  and  every  lum  or  luma  of  money,  or  other 
fundH,  which  ho  or  thev  may  receive,  for  payment  in  whole  or  in  part  of 
thii  Raid  InRBoy.  And  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Btatos  is  hereby  aatbor* 
iied  and  ruquired  to  keep  lafelj  all  sums  of  money  or  other  fundi  wbloh 
may  bu  received  by  him  in  virtue  of  thea&id  bequest,  and  to  account  there- 
for uparaloly  f^om  all  other  accounts  of  his  office,  and  subject  to  ni^ 
ftlTlher  disposal  thereof  as  may  be  hereafter  provided  by  Congreaa. 

Bao.  3.  And  be  itftirUitr  anactad.  That  any  and  all  saroB  of  man«iy,  and 


other  funds,  which  soall  be  received  for  or  on  account  of  the  i«id  legnoy, 
■hall  Ifo  applied  in  such  manner  as  Congress  may  hereafter  direct,  to  the 
purpose  of  founding  and  endowing  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  th* 
SmuhDonlan  IniUtution,  an  eetablisbment  for  the  inerease  and  diffotion  of 
Itniiwlodge  antong  men  ;  to  which  application  of  the  said  moneyi  and  other 
fUnds,  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged. 

ISiC.  4.  Aitd  b»  HfHrtAer  ataet^d,  That,  to  the  end  that  ^le  cImim  to  the 
M^d  bequest  may  be  prosecuted  with  effect,  and  the  neoMaary  expenaea  in 
....  ,      ,,         ......     ■     ' -^     "-^-a  StMXtm  } 


pr«M«uting  the  same  be  defrayed,  the  President  of  the  United  E 
and  he  i»  hereby,  authoriaed  to  apply  to  that  purpoae  any  anm  not  exoaog- 
ing  ton  thousan'd  dollars,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treamry  net  Mharwiaa 
appriipriated. 
Appro«4<d,  1st  of  July,  18S8. 


PROCKEMNOS  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPEBSBHTATITBa 

HorsK  OF  RsPRGSEiiaATiTEs,  Dtcfmber  21, 1886. 

A  mt>£«sitj^^.  in  writing,  was  received  from  the  President 
of  tho  United  Statos.  %  Mr.  DoneUon,  his  private  secre- 
tary, w1iii,<h  was  ivaii,    i^Soe  ante,) 

iWfrt^l,  That  tho  said  mossasre  be  referred  to  a  seleet 
piMnmitttv,  aii»l  Mr.  .lohn  ijaincy  Adams.  Mr.  ThomaB,  Mr. 
Oarland  of  Virginia..  Mr.  PoaKv  of  Rhode  Island,  Mr. 
S|vijrht,  Mr.  MoKonnaiu  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Garland  of 
lA^tii^iana.  and  Mr.  Ohapin.  \<fvrt>  appointed  said  committee. 

H»n-SK  or  Rkprkskstativss,  J.mfuiy  19. 1836. 
Mr,  OoMX  ^JrxsvT  .Vr».\»s.  irv^m  tho  committee  appointed 
ii>n  tho  nxi-ssagf  of  the  lY«i;dent  of  ihe  United  States,  of 
thv-  ITth  of  IVvvniKr  nltiwj«,  aa-i  wV.ioh  was  laid  before 
ihe  UvMW*  »»*i  th»>  £ls»»  vNwmiv.niv-itisc  -.nf-Tniarion  in  rela- 
^  ~  .late  of  London, 
r  >  -  i.  lo  the  United 

S  BURarv  of  learn- 

\'  ~    M  aotWue  the 

r  "^  d  prce«>eiite  with 
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SmithsoD,  late  of  London,  deceased,  to  found,  at  Washing- 
ton, under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an 
establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
uiong  men,  accompanied  hy  a  report  in  writing ;  which 
trill  vas  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  following  is  the  report : 

The  Select  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  messi^e  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  17th  of  De- 
cember last,  with  documents  relating  to  the  bequest  of 
James  Smithson,  of  London,  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  at  Washington,  an 
^tablishment  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, for  the  increase  and  difiiision  of  knowledge 
among  men,  respectfully  report : 

That,  fix)m  the  papers  transmitted  to  Congress  with  the 
mesaajje  of  the  President,  it  appears,  that  James  Smithson, 
^foreigner,  of  noble  family  and  of  affluent  fortune,  did,  by 
^last  will  and  testament,  made  in  the  year  1826,  bequeath 
pnder  certain  contingencies,  which  have  since  been  real- 
^,  and  with  certain  exceptions,  for  which  provision  was 
fflade  by  the  same  will,  the  whole  of  his  property,  of  an 
^ount  exceeding  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  the 
l^iiited  States  of  America,  to  found  at  Washington,  under 
the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment 
^<>f  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

To  the  acceptance  of  this  bequest,  and  to  the  assumption 
*Dd  fulfilment  of  the  high  and  honorable  duties  involved  in 
the  performance  of  the  trust  committed  with  it,  the  Con- 
pess  of  the  United  States,  in  their  legislative   capacity, 
*re  alone  competent.     Your  committee  believe,  not  only 
that  they  are  thus  competent,  but  that  it  is  enjoined  upon 
them,  by  considerations  of  the  most  imperious  and  indis- 
pensable obligation.     The  first  steps  necessary  to  be  taken 
for  carrying  into  efi^ect  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  tes- 
tator, must  be  to  obtain  the  possession  of  the  funds,  now 
lieldby  the  Messrs.  Drummonds,  bunkers  in  London,  execu- 
ton  or  Mr.  Smithson's  will,  and  subject  to  the  superinten- 
dcBiee,  custody  and  adjudication  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
JBbf^and.     To  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
•ifibetthiB  object,  the  committee  report  herewith  a  bill. 

But  your  committee  think  they  would  imperfectly  dis- 
iknm  their  duty  to  this  House,  to  their  country,  to  the 
WWld  of  mankind,  or  to  the  donor  of  this  most  munificent 
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boouost,  were  they  to  withhold  a  few  brief  reflections, 
which  have  occurred  to  them  in  the  consideration  of  the 
Hubjcct  referred  to  them  by  the  House.  Reflections  arising 
from  tho  condition  of  the  testator,  from  the  nature  of  the 
bequoHt  and  from  tlic  character  of  the  trustee  to  whom  this 
^roat  and  solemn  charge  has  been  confided. 

The  toHtntor,  James  Smithson,  a  subject  of  Great  Britain, 
dcrlari»s  himself,  in  the  caption  of  the  will,  a  descendent  in 
Mood  Irom  the  Percys  and  the  Seymours,  two  of  the  most 
iUustriouA  hisforival  names  of  the  British  islands.  Nearly 
two  oonturios  sinoe,  in  IGOO,  tho  ancestor  of  his  own  name, 
lluirh  Smithson,  immediately  alter  the  restoration  of  the 
n\val  tamily  of  tho  Stuarts,  received  from  Charles  the  Sec- 
ond, as  a  rowanl  for  his  eminent  services  to  that  house 
durin^^  tho  civil  wars,  tho  disrnity  of  a  Baronet  of  England, 
a  disjnitv  still  hold  bv  tho  Pukes  of  Northumberland,  as 
dosoohdonts  t'lvm  tho  s;imo  Iluirh  Smithson.  The  father  of 
tho  testator,  by  his  marriairo  with  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Sey- 
mour, who  was  dosoondod"l\v  a  female  line  from  the  ancient 
lVr\\vs,  and  by  tho  subsoouont  creation  of  George  the 
*ndi>J,  in  \7\W.  Invamo  tho  first  Puke  of  Xorthumberland. 
!lis  son  and  suooi^ssor.  tho  briMhor  of  the  testator,  was 
known  in  tho  history  ot'our  n^voUitionary  ix^ar  by  the  name 
of  l.or^l  IVrv^v:  was  pn^sont.as  a  British  officer, at  the  san- 
jjuinarv  ojHMxln^  s^vno  of  our  n^vv^hitionary  war,  at  Lexing- 
tot\,  and  at  tb.o^^attlo  «^f  l^unk^r's  hili:  and  was  the  bearer 
to  tho  Uritisli  iivnornmov.t  of  tho  dosiiiatohes  from  the 
\v?nv,*.andor-:nvh5of  of  ti:o  r\\\r»:  !Vrw>,  announcing  the 
ovov,:  o:'  :V,;»:  r.*.or.\or;.lvo  d,\v:  ;-v.vi  the  irv^sont  Duke  of 
Nov:V\:r.*K'r\vr,v:,  :Vo  !o>:;i:."r*>  v.^:  V.i^v,  Tvas  iliO  ambassa- 
dv^v  ,'\:tv«s^;\r.v„ir\  of  v^r\\:;:  l^r:::..r.,  >•::::  to  assist  at  the 
^\vvv.«::x^v.  ot'  :Va  \*:o  K'/  c  v^'  Vrsr  w  Chir.c^  the  Tenth, 
A  %\\  v.^v  :Vs  .^*'.\  \  vrk-  '/:  v  .:.:::  /:  ::  *>  ">r:::vS4  ih>m  his 

T^'o  >/.^v<:\*"!^s  ^^  •  ^>.  y-\s^**':  :'  .:v>*;\vi<  :^  :be  mind, 
S  t^  0  .<w..v  Av,^  •  .*'  T  .>v  V  >;,*-',, i*  •\'«.'*;"cvn.^:i>,  with  the 
v\v.-/,  .0*.  o:  :v  :.>:s:.v.  -i.^r.^v  i.*,.,::  ;r^.  :s:civ?st  from 
•,Vv  va:.:a  .^t^  :^-o  Kv/..^^" .  :.  v  ,i^^v  ■  r  ;:  ii  ^.ir^  ^tate  to 

^k»   *»\^.       » .  s  » •»     ■■;  »,^-    *    .^     ■"»'.  *  **'.t>i  ■     •■*■■*      '  '^  -o  V*     *.•"   K'^^..'^vr1*wlawk 

•  ••,    %  ».  ^^  « 

vV  Jt'  :V  .\N^':v!iA::?,\r.>  .»;  x-so .  >.' tt-^-xts  7>r  ykMis  or 
s'SAr^>.V  »:^t*s  >*>  s*^  ii'xvr  x.;i-^a.  .:\«-  :)*:  >ccr.:  .^:*lhe  age, 
,vr  5^s' A>w^5VN*4sit^\v  K*«iv^xiv"v  ,r  :>^-  vcr^l-s-r*  r;i>ne  can 
S"  ww^  www  JfcuwrwHt  H*«  riv  4s,rirc.-oifc:.K-r  ;c  cidjaldnd 
tl«Mrtiiik    ^IimM^  W  WiWi»^  o4^— v'^  '7?.^  <c^v«:.  with 
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terseverance  of  pursuit,  proportioned  to  the  means  furnished 
y  the  will  of  the  founder,  and  to  the  greatness  and  sim- 
plicity of  his  design  as  by  himself  declared,  "  the  increase 
and  difiiision  of  knowledge  among  men,"  it  is  no  extrava- 
gance of  anticipation  to  declare,  that  his  name  will  be  here- 
after enrolled  among  the  eminent  benefactors  of  mankind. 
The  attainment  ot  knowledge,  is  the  high  and  exclusive 
attribute  of  man,  among  the  numberless  myriads  of  ani- 
mated beings  inhabitants  of  the  terrestrial  globe;  On  him 
alone  is  bestowed,  by  the  bounty  of  the  Creator  of  the  uni- 
verse, the  power  and  the  capacity  of  acquiring  knowledge. 
Knowledge  is  the  attribute  of  his  nature,  which  at  once 
enables  him  to  improve  his  condition  upon  earth,  and  to 
prepare  him  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  happier  existence  here- 
after. It  is  by  this  attribute  that  man  discovers  his  own 
nature  as  the  link  between  earth  and  heaven  ;  as  the  par- 
taker of  an  immortal  spirit;  as  created  for  a  higher  and 
more  durable  end,  than  the  countless  tribes  of  beings  which 
P^plethe  earth,  the  ocean,  and  the  air,  alternately  instinct 
with  life,  and  melting  into  vapour,  or  mouldering  into  dust. 
To  furnish  the  means  of  acquiring  knowledge  is,  there- 
fwe,  the  greatest  benefit  that  can  be  conferred  upon  man- 
Ifipd.  It  prolongs  life  itself,  and  enlarges  the  sphere  of 
^rifitence.  The  earth  was  given  to  man  for  cultivation,  to 
the  improvement  of  his  own  condition.  Whoever  increases 
bis  knowledge,  multiplies  the  uses  to  which  he  is  enabled 
to  turn  the  gift  of  his  Creator  to  his  own  benefit,  and  par- 
takes in  some  degree  of  that  goodness  which  is  the  highest 
attribute  of  Omnipotence  itself 

If,  then,  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  under  the  smile  of 
an  approving  Providence,  and  by  the  faithful  and  perma- 
nent application  of  the  means  furnished  by  its  founder,  to 
the  purpose  for  which  he  has  bestowed  them,  should  prove 
effective  to  their  promotion ;  if  they  should  contribute  es- 
sentially to  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knoicledge  among  men^ 
to  what  higher  or  nobler  object  could  this  generous  and 
splendid  donation  have  been  devoted  ? 

The  father  of  the  testator,  upon  forming  his  alliance  with 
the  heiress  of  the  family  of  the  Percys,  assumed,  bv  an  act  of 
the  British  Parliament,  that  name,  and  under  it  became 
JOake  of  Northumberland.  But,  renowned  as  is  the  name 
cf  Percy  in  the  historical  annals  of  England,  resounding  as 
it  does  from  the  summit  of  the  Cheviot  hills,  to  the  ears  of 
oar  childreDy  in  the  ballad  of  Chevy  Chase,  with  the  classi- 
ori  eommeiitary  of  Addison ;  freshened  and  renovated  in 
<Nir  memory  as  it  has  recently  been  from  the  purest  fountain 
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of  poetical  inspiration,  in  tlio  loftier  strain  of  Alnwick 
Castle,  tuned  by  a,  bard  of  our  own  native  land  ;*  doubly  im- 
mortalized aa  it  is  in  the  deathless  dramas  of  Bhakespear; 
"  confident  against  the  world  in  arms,"  aa  it  may  have  been 
in  ages  long  past,  and  may  etili  be  in  the  virtues  of  ita 
present  possesaora  by  inheritance ;  let  the  trust  of  James 
Bmithson  to  the  United  States  of  America,  he  faithfully  ex- 
ecuted by  their  Representatives  in  Congress  ;  let  the  result 
accomplish  his  object,  "  the  increase  and  diftusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men,"  and  a  wreath  of  more  unfading  verdure 
shall  entwine  itself  in  the  lapse  of  future  ages  around  the 
name  of  Smithson,  than  the  united  hands  of  tradition, 
history',  and  poetry,  have  braided  around  the  name  of  Percy, 
through  the  long  perspective  in  ages  past  of  a  thousani 
years. 

It  is  then  a  high  and  solemn  trust  which  the  testator  has 
committed  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  ita  execn— 
tiou  devolves  upon  their  liepreaentativea  in  Congress,  dntiea 
of  no  ordinary  importance.  The  location  of  the  Institution 
at  Washington,  prescribed  by  the  testator,  gives  to  Coiigresa 
the  free  exercise  of  all  the  powers  relating  to  this  8ubjec^ 
with  which  they  are,  by  the  Constitution,  invested  ae  th« 
local  Legislature  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  adverc 
ing  to  the  character  of  the  trustee  selected  by  the  testat^*^ 
for  the  fulfilment  of  his  intentions,  your  committee  deecr 
it  no  indulgence  of  unreasonable  pride  to  mark  it  as  a  signs 
manifestation  of  the  moral  eflect  of  our  political  institv 
tions,  upon  the  opinions,  and  upon  the  consequent  action 

the  wise  and  the  good  of  other  regions,  and  of  diets 

climes;  even  upon  that  nation  from  whom  we  generaM 
boast  of  our  descent,  but  whom  from  the  period  of  c^ 
revolution  wo  have  had  too  often  reason  to  consider  a^s 
jealous  and  envious  rival.  IIow  diftcrent  are  the  aensaticn 
which  should  swell  in  our  bosoms  with  the  acceptances 
this  bequest!  James  Smithson,  an  Englishman,  in  the 
ercise  of  his  rights  as  a  free-born  Briton,  desirous  of  d^^ 
eating  his  ample  fortune  to  the  increase  and  diffusio^-^ 
knowledge  among  men,  constitutes  lor  his  trustees,  lc» 
complish  that  object,  the  United  States  of  America,  ^ 
fixes  upon  their  scat  of  Government  aa  the  ^ot  wber@  ^ 
Institution,  of  which  he  ia  the  fouudeivjmap  leOBta<3 . 

The  revolution,  which '     '  '  ■''^^^■'»*— * 
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■eqnently  to  that  period,  a  more  perfect  union  wae  formed, 
combining  in  one  system  the  principle  of  confederate  aov- 
ereignties  with  that  of  a  Government  by  popular  represen- 
tation, with  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers,  all 
limited,  biit  co-estensive  with  the  whole  confederation. 

Under  this  Qovernraent,  a  new  experiment  in  the  history 

<tf  mankind  ia  now  drawing  to  the  close  of  half  a  century, 

daring  which  the  territo^  and  number  of  States  in  the 

Union  have  nearly  doubled,  while  their  population,  wealth, 

ud  power  have  been  multiplied  more  than  fourfold.    In 

th«  process  of  this  experiment,  they  have  gone  through  the 

ndnitndes  of  peace  and  war,  amidst  bitter  and  ardent  party 

WliigioiiB,  and  the  unceasing  changes  of  popular  elections 

■  to  the  legislative  and  executive  offices,  both  of  the  general 

I         confederacy  and  of  the  separate  States,  without  a  single 

f  ^CcQtion  for  treason,  or  a  single  proscription  for  a  political 

"^nce.    The  whole  Government,  under  the  continual  su- 

''^atendcnce  of  the  whole  people,  has  been  holding  a 

J***«dy  course  of  prosperity,  unexampled  in  the  cotemporary 

^j*toiy  of  other  nations,  not  less  than  in  the  annals  of  ages 

*^*t     During  this   period,  our   country  has   been   freely 

^^ted   by   observers  from   other   lands,  and   often  in   no 

^^^ndJy  spirit  by  travellers  from  the  native  land  of  Mr. 

j*ftithBon.     Their  reports  of  the  prevailing  manners,  opin- 

j^>Hb  and  social  intercourse  of  the  people  of  this  tToion, 

^*v«  exhibited  no  flattering  or  complacent  pictures.     All 

^*e  infirmities  and  vices  of  our  civil  and  poliUcat  condition 

■**«.ve  been  conned  and  noted,  and  displayed  with  no  forbear- 

****ce  of  severe  satirical  comment  to  set  them  off;  yet,  after 

^'l  this,  a  British  subject,  of  noble  birth  and  ample  fortune, 

^^eiring  to  bequeath  his  whole  estate  to  the  purpose  of  in- 

^f^asing  and  diffusing  knowledge  throughout  the  whole 

^^mmnnity  of  civilized  man,  selects  for  the  depositaries  of 

**is  troBt,  with  confidence  unqualified  with  reserve,  the  Con- 

'Sriess  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

^^_in  the  commission  of  every  trust,  there  is  an  implied 

^*itate  of  the  soul  to  the  integrity  and  intelligence  of  the 

^■"Vastee :  and  there  is  also  an  implied  call  for  the  faithful 

^^Xcrciso  oY  those  iiropLrties  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  purpose 

^^f^  the  trust.     Tin;  tribute  and  the  call  acquire  additional 

I    ^<*x-i:t  iitid  energy,  when  the  trust  ia  committed  for  perform- 

I   *«»ce  aiter  the  deceaae  of  him  by  whom  it  is  granted,  when 

I    *©  no  longer  eTists  to  witness  or  to  constrain  the  effective 

nilfiliticnt  of  bie  design.    The  magnitude  of  the  trust,  and 

w  bestowed  in  the  commital  of  it,  do 

■Tate  the  pressure  of  the  obligation 
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which  it  carries  with  it.  The  weight  of  duty  imposei 
proportioned  to  the  honor  conferred  by  confidence  witl 
reserve.  Your  committee  are  fully  persuaded,  theref 
that,  with  a  grateful  sense  of  the  honor  conferred  by 
testator,  upon  the  political  institutions  of  this  Union, 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  accepting  the  bequ 
will  feel,  in  all  its  power  and  plcnitnde,  the  obligatioi 
respondine  to  the  confidence  reposed  by  him,  with  all 
fidelity,  disinterestedness,  and  perseverance  of  exert 
which  may  carry  into  effective  execution  the  noble  purj 
of  an  endowment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  ka< 
edge  among  men. 

A  motion  was  mad«  by  Mr.  Chapin,  that  five  thons 
additional  copies  be  printed  of  the  message  of  the  Pi 
dent,  and  the  papers  which  accompanied  the  same,  in  i 
tion  to  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson,  together  with 
report  and  bill  this  day  submitted  by  Mr.  John  Qui 
Auams,  from  the  committee  to  which  the  same  was  refen 
which  motion  was  laid  on  the  table  one  day  under  the  i 

HouBB  OF  Hepresentatives,  Wbdhbsdat,  January  20,  1 

Mr.  Chapin  moved  to  consider  the  motion,  which  he 
mitted  yesterday,  for  printing  5000  copies  of  the  re 
submitted  yeeterdav  by  Mr.  Adams  from  aselectcommi 
together  with  the  President's  Message,  correspondence 
will,  relating  to  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson,  la' 
London,  deceased. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  said  the  report  was  in  refe 
to  a  subject  of  considerable  interest,  not  only  to  the  I 
but  to  the  country  generally.  As  the  report  was 
hands  of  the  printer,  it  was  proper  that,  it'  an  extra 
ber  of  copies  was  ordered,  it  sliould  be  done  at  thif 
He  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  for  the  purpose  of  en1 
ing  the  motion  to  print,  which  was  agreed  to— ay 
noes  46. 

Mr.  Howard  desired  to  know  from  some  membei 
Committee  the  purport  of  the  report,  mid  what  dis 
was  proposed  to  bo  made  of  the  bequest,  lie  wbb 
ignorant  on  the  subject.  j' 

Mr.  Cdapih  of  New  York,  ^ui.)  ],<■  would, ai  am< 
the  committee  to  which  tin-  siilijoci  oi  the  Sniitha 
quest  had  been  rcferr*  '  answer  ilitj  itmJ"'^t^4b 
ble  gentleman  froi*"  ' — A  f^fa-'^'  A^ 

proposed  either  •""  '^ 

chairman  of  ' 


rr-vovan  owiWi,  WK-W. 
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mJOcd,  to  indieate  the  plan  or  oi^uuxation  or  the  iastilo- 
tioB  to  be  fbsBded.  At  preaeol,  it  would  be  entir«!y  pr*- 
natantodo  bo,  beauue  tfae  first  step  vrae  to  oMaiii  tb« 
faadB,  lesriop  tbe  spplicmtion  of  th«m  to  futatv  legi^atioa. 
Tb«  bill  providea  thiU  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea 
slttl)  appoiDt  an  agent  to  proeecate  thw  claim  in  tti«  Coart 
of  Chan«rv  in  £ngland,  where  tbe  fiind$  are  locked  up  ia 
behalf  of  the  UDited  Stales,  and  ou  the  reoeint  of  them,  to 
give  the  proper  dischar^  or  acquittance  for  the  same. 

Sr,  the  beqnest  of  James  Smitbson,  amounting  to  nearly 
half  a  milHon  of  dollars,  is  among  the  most  liberal  beuefao- 
tione  upon  record.  Coming,  too,  as  it  does,  from  a  citizen 
of  Gre»t  Britain,  who  is  not  known  to  have  visited  the 
United  Stales,  or  to  have  had  any  friends  residing  here,  it 
nur  be  regarded  as  a  distingnished  tribute  of  respect  paid 
b;  &  foreigner  and  stranger  to  the  free  iustitulionii  of  our 
coontrr.  It  is  dne  to  the  memory  and  character  of  the 
donor,  that  suitable  piiblirifi/  sliould  be  given  to  this  noble 
and  gvnerous  net  of  public  munificenoo ;  it  is  due,  also,  aa 
Ibc  acknowledgment  of  the  grateful  sense  of  Congress,  in 
behalf  of  the  people  of  the  rniited  States,  for  whose  bonofit 
tbe  beqaest  was  made ;  and  it  is  in  an  especial  niannor  neces- 
"rji  in  order  to  call  tbe  attention  of  men  distinguished  fbr 
Itsniing  and  talents  in  all  parts  of  the  Union  to  the  subject, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  expression  of  their  views 
and  opinions  in  regard  to  the  plan  and  organization  of  the 
'nstitution  proposed  to  be  established.  This  splendid  hene- 
Won  confers  immortality  upon  the  individual  by  whom  it 
*»  bestowed,  and  does  honor  to  the  age  in  which  we  live. 

Mr.  C.  coucluded  by  expressing  the  hope,  that  the  motion 
f«  print  would  be  adopted  by  the  House,  without  a  ilissent* 
ine  voice. 

ilr.  Pahkeh  said  the  House  had  not  entirely  got  out  of  a 
debate  which  had  arisen  upon  a  bill  which  wiis  mtended  to 
pronde  for  their  own  pay,  in  reference  to  the  alleged  exces- 
sive expenditures  of  the  contiuguiit  fund  of  the  House,  for 
lie  item  of  printing.  A  great  deal  of  complaint  was  made 
CD  tbe  occasion  alluded  to,  because  of  tlie  uumhcr  of  Fresi- 
"lenfa  Messages  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  House.  He 
*M  80  case-hardened,  that  he  would  upon  a  like  oceasion, 
^^  tlie  same  thing  again.  He  was,  however,  Tiot  prepared 
'0  vote  for  the  proposition  before  the  House.  The  report 
'Ms  doabtless  an  able  one,  but  he  could  ace  no  reason  why 
live  limes  the  number  which  were  necessary  for  tlie  infotr 
matioa  of  the  House  should  be  printed.  It  would  bo  recol- 
lected that  a  report  had  been  made  in  the  Senate  on  thii 
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fiubject,  which  had  been  published  in  all  the  newspapers  he 
had  seen.  They  would  not  be  called  upon  to  make  any  dis- 
position of  these  funds,  because  they  had  not  yet  received 
them ;  and  if  they  ever  did,  it  would  perhaps  be  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  first.  Upon  the  whole,  he  did  not  consider  it 
at  all  important  that  an  extra  number  of  this  report  should 
be  published. 

The  motion  to  print  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  was 
then  agreed  to. 

House  of  Representatives,  May  4, 1886. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  their  secre- 
tary, that  the  Senate  had  passed  the  following  resolution : 

No.  4.  Resolution  to  authorize  and  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent to  assert  and  prosecute  with  efiect  the  claim  of  the 
United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  them  by  James 
Smithson,  late  of  London,  deceased,  to  found,  at  w  ashing- 
ton,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an 
establishment  for  the  increase  and  difliision  of  knowledge 
among  men. 

House  of  Representatives,  May  10, 1836. 

The  resolution  (No.  4)  from  the  Senate  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended to  enable  him  to  make  a  motion  that  said  resolution 
be  the  special  order  of  the  day  on  Tuesday,  the  17th  instant, 
fi*om  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.  to  one  p.  m. ;  which  motion  to 
suspend  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

House  op  Representatives,  June  25, 1836. 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Senate  resolution  No.  4  was 
considered  and  amended. 

The  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  one 
of  which  amendments  changes  the  Senate  resolution  into 
the  form  of  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  assert  and  prosecute  the  right  of  the  United  States 
to  the  legacy  of  James  Smithson,  late  of  London,  were  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  were  concurred  in. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  was  then  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 
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September,  1837. 

The  sum  of  $10,000  having  proved  insufficient,  the  Sec- 
^tary  of  State  asks  an  additional  appropriation  by  Con- 
gtew: 

Johfn  Forsyth  to  C,  C.  Cambreleng. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  September  14, 1887. 

SiB:  It  will  be  seen  bvthe  annexed  statement,  that  of  the 
appropriation  made  in  the  year  1836,  to  prosecute  the  claim 
of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  by  James 
Smithson,  of  London,  there  remained  unexpended,  on  the 
Slat  day  of  July  last,  but  $4,000.  As  that  sum  will  not, 
probably,  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  necessary  expenditures 
until  an  appropriation  could  be  made  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  and  placed  in  London,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  the  necessity  of 
providing  for  them,  by  an  appropriation,  at  this  session. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 

Hon.  C.  C.  Cambreleno, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^ 

House  of  Representatives. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  SMITHSONIAN  FUND. 

-^JWHintof  appropriation  made  in  1886  _- $10,000 

Mr.  Bmh'g  account  for  salary  for  one  year,  to  the  Slat  of 

Jnly,  1887 $8,000 

Mr.  Kosh's  account  for  incidental  and  contingent  ez- 

penwefor  the  same  period 2,000 

Amount  of  solicitor's  bill,  £200  4«.,  say _ 1,000 

6,000 

Amoant  remaining  of  the  appropriation  of  1836 $4,000 

[Same  to  the  Hon.  Silas  Wright,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  Senate.] 


John  Forsyth  to  C,  C.  Camhreleng. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  September  19, 1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  received  at  this 
Department  from  Mr.  Richard  Rush,  agent  of  the  United 
States  in  London,  for  the  prosecution  of  their  claim  to  the 
property  bequeathed  by  the  late  James  Smithson,  together 
with  the  bill  of  Messrs.  Clark,  Pynmore,  and  Fladgate, 
solicitors,  paid  by  him. 
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I  also  enclose  a  letter  from  Mr.  Daniel  Brent,  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Paris,  in  relation  to  payments  made  by 
him  in  endeavoring  to  secure  property  supposed  by  him  to 
constitute  a  part  of  that  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Smithson,  with 
a  copy  of  Mr.  Rush's  answer  to  his  application  for  reim- 
bursement. I  would  suggest  ten  thousand  dollars  as  the 
amount  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  continuation 
of  the  prosecution  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  it  is  of  urgent  necessity  that  it  be  made  at  this  session, 
in  order  that  funds  may  be  transmitted  to  the  bankers  of 
the  United  States  in  London,  to  meet  the  drafls  that  may 
necessarily  be  made  upon  them  for  the  expenses  to  be  in- 
curred therein.  *  *  *  *     •        * 

I  have  to  request  that  the  papers  enclosed  may  be  shown 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  that  they  may  be  returned  to  this  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 

Hon.  C.  C.  Cambreleng, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^ 

House  of  Representatives. 


October,  1837. 
An  additional  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars  waB 
passed  by  Congress  to  defray  expenses,  as  follows : 

AN  ACT  making  further  appropriations  for  the  year  1887 : 

For  defraying  the  expenses  attending  the  prosecution  of  the  claim  of  the 
United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  by  the  late  James  Smithson,  of 
London,  five  thousand  dollars. 

Approved,  October  16,  1837. 

July,  1838. 

The  following  section  providing  for  the  investment  of  the 
Smithsonian  fund  was  passed  : 

AN   ACT  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  of    th<y 
United  States  for  the  year  1888  and  for  other  purposes. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  the  money  arising  from  the 
bequest  of  the  late  James  Smitbson,  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  found- 
ing at  Washington,  in  this  District,  an  institution  to  bo  denominated  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  which  may  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  is  herebv 
appropriated,  and  shall  be  invested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  President  of  United  States,  in  stocks  of  States,  bear- 
ing interest  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  five  per  centum  per  annum^ 
which  said  stocks  shall  be  held  by  the  said  Secretary  in  trust  for  the  uses 
specified  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  said  Smitnson,  until  provision  is 
made  by  law  for  carryinj]:  the  purpose  of  said  bequest  into  efi*ect;  and  that 
Ibe  annual  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  aforesaid,  shall  be  in  like  manner 
invested  for  the  benelit  of  said  institution. 

Approved.  July  7,  1838. 
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Senate,  December  10, 1838. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Washington,  December  6, 1838. 

ToiMSenaUand  House  of  Repreaentativea  of  the  United  States: 

The  act  of  the  let  Juljr,  1836,  to  enable  the  Executive  to 
assert  and  prosecute  with  effect  the  claim  of  the  United 
States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  them  by  James  Smith- 
son,  late  of  London,  having  received  its  entire  execution, 
and  the  amount  recovered  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  hav- 
ing, agreeably  to  an  act  of  the  last  session,  been  invested  in 
State  stocks,  I  deem  it  proper  to  invite  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  obligation  now  devolving  upon  the  United 
States  to  fulfill  the  object  of  the  bequest.  In  order  to 
obtain  such  information  as  might  serve  to  facilitate  it« 
att^nment,  the  Secretary  of  State  was  directed,  in  July 
last,  to  apply  to  persons  versed  in  science,  and  familiar  with 
th«  subject  of  public  education,  for  their  views  as  to  the  mode 
of  disposing  of  the  fund  best  calculated  to  meet  the  intentions 
of  the  tesiator,  and  prove  most  beneficial  to  mankind. 
Copies  of  the  circular  letter  written  in  compliance  with 
these  directions,  and  of  the  answers  to  it  received  at  the 
Department  of  State,  are  heremth  communicated,  for  the 
consideration  of  Congress.* 

M.  Van  Buren. 

Ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  accompanying  documents. 

Senate,  January  10,  1839. 

Mr.  RoBBiNS  offered  the  following  resolution  (S.  7)  which 
was  read  : 

Hesolvedj  By  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Representatives  concurring,)  that 

AJoiot  committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  seven  members  of  the  Senate, 

snd  such  a  number  of  said  House  as  they  shall  appoint,  to  consider  the  ex- 

ppiikncy  of  providing  an  institution  of  learning,  to  be  established  in  the 

city  of  Washington,  Yor  the  application  of  the  legacy  bequeathed  by  Mr. 

Jsmes  Smithson,  of  London,  to  the  United  States  in  trust  for  that  purpose; 

bIso,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  a  charter  for  such  an   institution  ; 

together  with  the  powers  and  privileges,  which,  in  their  opinion,  the  said 

charter  ought  to  confer ;  also,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  ways  and 

means  to  be  provided  by  Congress,  other  than  said  legacy,  but  in  addition 

thereto,  and  in  aid  of  said  benevolent  intention ;  and  to  report  by  bill  or 

bill?,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  RoBBiNS  made  the  following  remarks : 
The  motive  to  this  noble  lej^acy  was,  as  the  will  expresses 
it,  "  The   increase  and   diffusion  of  Imowledge  among  men,'' 


*  These  communications  appear  elsewhere. 
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tfoble,  indeed,  it  was  io  every  point  of  view ;  noble  as 
coming  from  a  stranger,  ^Wth  whom  this  country  had  no 
persona!  relations  ;  speaiimg  at  onco  his  high  sense  of  our 
merit,  while  it  proclaimed  bis  own  ;  noble  in  amount,  and 
may  be  made  effective  to  its  beneficent  purpose ;  but,  above 
all,  noble  for  its  destination — "  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowkdge  among  men ;"  leaving  it  to  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress to  devise  and  provide  the  institution  that  should  be 
most  effective  to  this  end.  It  onght  to  be  an  institution, 
whose  effects  upon  the  country  will  make  it  a  living  monn- 
ment  to  the  honor  of  the  illustrious  donor  in  all  time  to 
come.  Such  an  institution,  I  conceive,  may  be  devised  ;  of 
which,  however,  at  present  there  is  no  model  either  in  this 
country  or  in  Europe:  giving  such  a  course  of  education 
and  discipline  as  would  give  to  the  faculties  of  the  human 
mind,  an  improvement  and  power  far  bej-ond  what  they 
obtain  by  the  ordinary  systems  of  education,  and  far  be- 
yond what  they  afterwards  attain  in  any  of  the  profesBioual 
pursuits.  Such  an  institution,  as  to  its  principle,  suggested 
itself  to  the  sagacious  and  far-seeing  mind  of  Bacon,  as  one 
of  the  greatest  importance.  But  while  his  other  sugges- 
tions havS  been  followed  out  with  such  wonderful  success 
in  extending  the  boundaries  of  physical  science,  this  haa 
been  overlooked  and  neglected.  One  reason  is,  that  the 
other  suggestions  were  more  elaborately  explained  by  him ; 
there,  too,  he  not  only  pointed  out  the  path,  but  he  led  the 
way  in  it  himself.  Besides,  those  other  suggestions  could 
be  carried  out  by  individual  exertion  and  enterprise,  inde-  -■ 
pendently  of  the  existing  eBtahlishmenta  of  learning:  or-^ 
they  could  be  grafted  on,  and  made  a  part  of,  those  estaV>-4 
lishments.  But  this  required  an  original  plan  of  educatioDi^ 
and  a  new  foundation  for  its  execution;  where  the  youi 
mind  would  be  trained  by  a  course  of  education  and  dis 
pline  that  would  unfold  and  perfect  all  his  faculties  ;  wha  -4 
genius  would  plume  his  young  wings,  and  prepare  hima< 
to  take  the  noblest  flights.  The  idea,  however,  was  r 
entirely  original  with  Bacon  ;  for  it  wnuld  be  in  effect  t 
the  revival  of  that  system  nf  ciI.;  '  "     ipHne  wh_ 

produced  such  wonderful   iinj  inwcrof 

human  mind  in  Greece  and  Ki-i  I'v  in  Ure— 

Its  ettbcta  hero,  I  am  persuadtd,       ■'■'■^   ^    iji-tny  and 
rious.     Of  these  I  8h^|^^||^|dJ|HBHHBl5  ^^ 
one  whose  import    ._^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^_,  „ 
ultimatoly  it  woid^Jj^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Bu)  doi 
national  lit 
over  moi 
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cburacter;  nor  ie  it  possible  we  ever  should  have,  aa  it 
appears  to  me,  on  our  present  systems  of  educntiou.  Not 
(nat  our  literature,  euuli  aa  it  ia,  is  inferior  to  that  of  other 
nations  produced  at  the  present  day.  No;  mediocrity  ia 
the  character  of  all  literary  works  of  the  present  day,  go 
where  you  will.  It  ia  so  in  England,  it  is  so  in  France,  tho 
tnro  most  literarv  nations  of  Europe.  It  is  true,  learned 
men  und  great  scholars  are  every  where  to  be  found,  indeed, 
they  may  be  said  to  abound  more  tlian  ever;  the  whole 
world,  too,  has  become  a  reading  world ;  the  growth  of  tho 
prmia  prodigious;  but  it  is  all  ephemeral  and  evanescent — 
ill  destined  to  the  grave  of  oblivion.  Nor  ia  it  that  our 
ooontrymen  have  not  the  gift  of  genius  for  literary  works 
of  that  high  and  immortal  character.  Probably  no  people 
were  ever  blessed  with  it  in  a  greater  degree — of  which 
e«rj  where  we  ace  the  indications  and  the  evidence ;  but 
what  siniifies  genius  for  an  art  without  diacipliue,  without 
knowledge  of  its  principles,  and  skill  in  that  art  ? 

"  Vis  MiudU  expcre,  mole  rait  ana; 

Vim  rciBpCinlBm,  Dll  qaoque  provebunt. 

Iiiteraturc  is  now  everywhere  mediocre — because  the  arts 
of  literature  are  nowhere  cultivated,  but  everywhere  nogloct- 
fid— and  apparently  despised.  I  recollect  to  have  seen  in  a 
lUe  and  leading  periodical  of  Great  Britain,  an  article  in 
which  the  writer  congratulates  the  age  upon  having  thrown 
off  the  shackles  of  composition  ;  and  says  (in  a  tone  of  tri- 
Mph)  that  no  one  now  thinks  of  writing  like  Junius,  (as  if 
it  Was  an  easy  matter,  but  beneath  hipi,  to  write  like  Juni- 
"»,)  uxccpt,  he  adds,  some  junior  sophister  in  the  country, 
wrreBponding  with  the  editor  of  some  village  newspaper. 
Tlie  whole  tribe  of  present  writers  seem,  by  their  silence, 
to  recuive  this  description  as  eulogy — aa  a  tribute  of  praise 
properly  paid  to  their  merit ;  while  in  truth  it  is  the  charac- 
teriltic  pf  a  barbarous  age,  or  of  one  declining  to  barba- 
■isni;  it  is  the  very  dcBcription  applied  to  mark  the  decline 
ud  last  glimmering  of  letters  in  Greece  and  Rome, 

The  object  of  education  is  two-fold  —  knowledge  and 
*'^ilih';  both  are  important,  but  ability  by  far  the  most 
•*"■  Knowledge  is  so  far  important  as  it  is  subsidiary 
W  tte  acquiring  of  ability ;  and  no  further;  except  as  a 
Wurce  of  mental  pleasure  to  the  individual.  It  ia  ability 
"|«  niakes  itself  to  be  felt  by  society;  it  is  ability  that 
•"t'ldB  tlie  sceptre  over  the  liuman  heart  aud  tho  human  in- 
tellett.  Now  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  knowl- 
*<ipe  imparts  ability  of  course.  It  does,  indeed,  impart 
»l>iUty  of  a  certain  kind;  for  by  exercising  the  attentioQ 
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forth  some  works  worthy  of  their  former  fame,  though  of 
leeatrotiBcendaDt  merit;  and  they  now  gave  to  Rome  the 
Eoman  eloquence  and  literature, 

OreeclacapUkceram  Vlclflrem  ceplt,  otartcs 
mtuIltaErestliaUo: 

Bnd,  if  we  are  wise  to  profit  bj  their  example,  may  yet  give 
to  us  ftu  equal  eloquence  and  literature. 

I  mention  these  things  to  show  what  encourao;ement 
we  have  to  this  enterprise — what  well  grounded  hope 
of  Buceess.  We  have  only  to  tread  the  path  that  led 
the  AtheuiaD  to  his  glory,  and  to  open  that  path  to  the 
youth  of  our  country.  All  the  animating  influences  of 
freedom  exist  here  in  still  greater  force  than  they  existed 
there;  for  while  it  ia  not  less  abaoluto  here,  it  la  better 
reflated  —  better  combined  with  order  and  security. 
Neither  is  the  gift  of  genius  wanting  here ;  the  gleams  of 
thU  precioos  ore  are  seen  to  break  out  here  ana  there  all 
om  the  surface  of  our  society ;  the  animus  acer  et  subUmla  is 
daily  displayed  by  our  countrymen  in  all  the  forms  of  dar- 
ing and  enterprise;  the  eagle,  their  emblem,  is  not  more 
daring  in  his  flights.  And  if  the  love  of  fame,  which  was 
tbc  ruling  passion  of  the  Greek,  is  not  now  so  strong  with 
us,  it  is  because  the  want  of  the  means,  the  want  ot  pliun 
8nd  sure  directions  for  its  pursuits,  begets  a  despair  of  its 
■ttainment.  The  Greek  had  these  means,  had  these  plain 
and  sure  directions ;  and  it  was  the  certainty  of  success  by 
perseverance  and  by  their  guide  thtt  kindled  and  sustained 
jiispnesioD,  and  made  it  his  ruling  passion.  This  passion 
wnowbarninw  in  the  young  bosoms  of  thousands  of  our 
youth;  but  it  is,  as  I  have  said,  via  consili  expers,  and  strug- 
gles in  vain  because  it  struggles  blindly  for  the  fame  it 
PWts  after.  Let  this  Athenian  mode  of  education  be 
adopted  in  this  instance — let  it  produce  but  a  few  examples 
"'  eminent  success,  (aa  I  have  no  doubt  it  speedily  would,) 
■od  thousands  would  rush  to  the  path  that  had  led  to  that 
•ticcesa ;  and  members  now  of  this  body  are  yet  young 
fioougij  to  live  to  see  a  new  era  arising  in  our  land — another 
?oWt)n  age  of  literature,  no  less  splendid  than  any  that  had 
pie  before  it — not  excepting  even  the  Athenian. 

I  know  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  Athenians  had 
'^'^ething  peculiar  in  their  genius,  which  gave  to  them 
"i^ir  unparalleled  success.  But  we  have  seen  that  when, 
jnth  the  loss  of  freedom,  they  lost  their  love  of  literary 
6wry,  they  fell  back  to  the  ordinary  level  of  mankind ;  and 
*^  not  at  all  distinguished  for  literary  merit  from  the 
■^  of  nations.  So  it  was  not  nature,  but  the  means 
Wopted  to  assist  and  improve  nature,  that  gave  to  them 
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their  pre-eminence ;  and  their  success  was  but  in  exact  jh^o- 
portion  to  the  perfection  and  use  of  those  means. 

I  could  wish,  if  all  were  agreed  in  it,  that  this  institution 
should  make  one  of  a  number  of  colleges  to  constitute  a 
university  to  be  established  here,  and  to  be  endowed  in  a 
manner  'worthy  of  this  great  nation  and  their  immense 
resources.  This  object,  recommended  by  Washington  in 
one  of  his  early  communications  to  Congress,  has  not,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  received  the  attention  it  merits.  For  such 
an  establishment,  formed  and  conducted  as  it  might  be, 
would  be  attended  with  great  and  glorious  results  to  this 
country — not  only  by  its  direct  operation  in  elevating  the 
standard  of  education,  but  by  forming  a  central  point,  a 
local  head  to  all  the  learning  of  the  country — such  as  the 
most  learned  nations  of  Europe  have,  and  from  which  they 
derive  the  greatest  advantages.  But  as  opinions  are  divided 
upon  this  subject — not,  I  should  hope,  as  to  the  great  de* 
sirableness  of  such  an  establishment — but  as  to  the  consti- 
tutional competency  of  Congress  to  undertake  it,  I  will  not 
embarrass  my  present  object  by  involving  it  with  that  sub- 
ject. This,  as  an  independent  institution,  may  hereafter  be 
made  a  part  of  such  a  university,  should  one  be  established;;^ 
but  it  is  now  to  be  looked  at  only  as  an  independent  institu-^ 
tion.  Still  I  should  hope  that  the  liberality  of  Conffrea^^ 
would  so  far  concur  with  the  generosity  of  this  foreign  oei^-^ 
efactor  as  to  give  full  effect  to  his  beneficent  purpose ;  a  _  ^ 
would  not  only  give  the  grounds  convenient  for  the  accom- 
modation and  location  of  the  buildings,  but  would  aT 
make  an  appropriation  of  money  therefor  sufficient  to  co^, 
the  cost  of  their  erection ;  leaving  the  whole  amount  of 
legacy  as  a  fimd,  the  proceeds  of  which  to  be  appli& 
the  accumulation  of  books  and  apparatus — and  to  tha 
port  of  the  instruction  and  government  of  the  instita 
otherwise  the  whole  thing,  I  fear,  will  prove  a  failix 
the  expense  of  the  outfits ;  at  least  when  compared 
results  which  it  might  be  made  to  produce.  For 
the  salaries  of  instruction  should  not  be  over  large, 
should  be  so  liberal  as  to  command  the  services  of  tlif^  ableS 
instructors  in  every  department  embraced  by  the  "jplan  of 
education.  This  is  not  the  occasion  for  a  detail  Ixx  full  of 
the  plan  of  education  which  I  should  wish  to  see  8 
I  will,  however,  beg  leave  to  give  its  outline;  '^'■ 
that  my  object  would  be  to  give  both  learning  ~ 
but  ability  as  the  primary  object.  Abilitv-  -- 
can  only  be  given,  as  I  am  fully  pep"" 
exercises  directed  by  a  certain  r* 
pies  of  the  art,  whatever  thfi' 
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ejercises,  wonld  be  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  my  eyswin. 
The  etudies  t>houId  be  uomDiD«d  of  ecieocc  aud  literature 
wjtti  its  appropriate  art«.  As  to  science,  the;  should  be 
restricted  to  si.-ieiio«  properly  so  wUled — to  puro  origiuol 
edence — with  some  of  the  practical  branches  thereot  not 
uxeatary  qow  to  be  indicated ;  excluding  profeseory  learu- 
iog  ^together.  As  to  literature,  the  studies  should  be 
given  to  select  models  of  a  perfect  literature,  mid  to  all 
toos^  arts  by  which  that  perfect  literature  has  been  pro- 
d)Ke<3  ind  may  be  i-eproduced,  uccotnpaiued  by  all  those 
eiercises  regularly  and  ardently  pursued,  by  which  power 
and  skill  is  given  iu  those  arts.  The  preliminary  studies  to 
quiLlf^-  for  admisaiou  shou1<l  also  be  prescribed.  I  would 
We  a  model  school  for  this  preparation  annexed  to  this 
institution  and  made  a  part  of  the  establishment. 

Such  an  institution,  conducted  by  great  masters,  as  I 
should  hope  the  instructors  to  be,  and  nithout  such  indeed 
DoQii  tig  great  in  education  can  be  accomplished  whatever 
tie  s^'stem  may  be  ;  but,  conducted  by  great  masters,  would 
nuttce  the  illustrious  stranger,  the  founder  of  the  institution, 
as  I  think,  one  of  the  greatest  of  benefactors  to  our  country 
and  to  mankind,  and  to  be  worshipped  almost,  here  at  least, 
>>«  the  patron  saint  of  education. 

Hr.  Preston  rose  and  said:  Unquestionably  the  subject 
t«  which  my  venerable  friend,  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Bbode  Island,  has  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  is  one 
of  great  importance,  demanding  the  grave  consideration  of 
CoDgresB.  As  it  is  in  the  order  of  Providence  that,  as  the 
mind  is  enlargetl,  our  moral  nature  is  also  exalted,  there 
can  be  no  object  more  beneficent  or  dignified  than  that 
which  the  acceptance  of  this  legacy  presents  to  us.  And 
"orely,  Mr..  President,  the  eatabliahmcnt  of  the  Smithso- 
lUin  Institute  could  not  commence  under  more  fuvonijjie 
HBpiccs  than  to  have  attracted  the  care  of  the  honorable 
Senator,  who  in  every  way  is  so  femiuently  qualified  to  take 
oliarge  of  whatever  concerns  the  interest  of  learning  or  of 
''''anty.  No  one  has  more  experience  in  his  own  heart,  or 
iiore  exemplified  in  his  own  character,  the  benign  infiu- 
^HQesof  education,  than  the  honorable  gentleman;  and  no 
""6,  therefore,  in  this  body,  was  so  fit  to  have  submitted 
""6  resolution  before  you,  or  to  cast  the  foundations  of  an 
™*titution,  whose  duration,  we  may  hope,  will  bear  a  pro- 
portion to  its  enlarged  objects.  I  am  sure  I  but  speak  the 
"Dtinients  of  all  the  Senators,  when  1  otlVr  him  inj'  earnest 
^ankfl  for  the  lead  he  takes  in  this  matter.  Nor  can  I  for- 
^''iiu' ako.  to  thank  bim  for  introducing  those  elegant  and 
«levait^  topics  which  cany  us  tor  a  moment  into  regions  of 
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calm  and  serene  air,  above  the  smoke  and  din  of  our  accv 
tomed  and  more  strenuous  efforts  on  this  floor.  It  is  pleasa 
to  repose  upon  the  green  spot  he  has  presented  to  us. 

I  rejoice  that  this  subject  demands  our  attention  at  tb 
session.  After  a  long  term  of  useful  and  honorable  pub] 
service,  my  honorable  friend  is  now  about  to  terminate  h 
co-operation  with  us  on  this  floor.  It  is  his  last  session, 
is  a  fortunate,  as  it  is  a  most  just  and  fit  termination  of  ^ 
ofiicial  productions,  that  he  at  once  finishes  and  perfi^ 
them  by  inscribing  his  name  where  it  will  be  most  app 
priately  placed — upon  an  institution  for  the  promotioi^ 
knowledge. 

Senate,  January  11,  1839. 

Mr.  Robbins'  resolution  was  adopted,  and  it  was  ordej 
that  Messrs.  Robbins,  Preston,  Rives,  Buchanan,  Beat> 
Southard  and  Bayard  be  the  committee. 

Senate,  January  14,  1839. 

Message  from  the  House  that  Senate  resolution  (No*. 
had  been  concurred  in. 

Senate,  January  15, 1839. 

Message  from  the  House  that  a  resolution  had  been 
concerning  the  Smithsonian  bequest. 

Senate,  January  16, 1889. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  was  laid  on  the  table. . 

Senate,  January  28, 1839. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  resolution  from  the  Ho^ 
to  authorize  the  joint  committee  on  the  bequest  of  Jai 
Smithson  to  employ  a  clerk,  and  to  cause  such  paper 
they  may  deem  necessary  to  bo  printed. 

Senate,  February  18,  1839. 

Mr.  Robbins,  from  the  committee  on  the  Smithsonif 
quest,  submitted  the  following  resolutions ;  which  were 
and  ordered  to  be  printed : 

1.  Resolved^  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States,  thoy  havir 
ted  the  tni»t  under  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson,  of  London,  to  exe 
trost  bona  fide f  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  te? 
.   2.  Reaolvedj  That  the  trust  being  to  found  an  institution  in  t 
Washington,  for  the  increase  and  diffui^ion  of  knowledge  amonf 
kind  of  institution  which  will  have  the  effect  intended  and  descri' 
most  eminent  degree,  will  bo  the  kind  of  institution  which  oug' 
faith  to  bo  adopted,  a<)  being  most  in  accordance  with  the  true 
meaning  of  the  testator. 

8.  Jlesolvedf  That  all  experience  having  shown  scientific  and 
stitutions  to  be  by  far,  the  most  effectual  means  to  the  end  o 
and  diffusing  knowledge  among  men,  the  Smithsonian  Inatitutf 
a  scientific  and  literary  institution,  formed  upon  a  model  the  \y 
to  make  those  moans  the  most  effectual  to  that  end. 
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^«  Ht$oi9ed,  That  to  apply  said  trust  fund  to  the  erection  and  support  of 
^  obserratory^  would  not  be  to  fulfil  bona  fide  the  intention  of  the  testa- 
^^^t  nor  would  it  comport  with  the  dignity  of  the  United  States  to  owe 
'^'^  in  establishment  to  foreign  eleemosynary  moans. 

lifr.  KoBBiNS,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part 
^  the  Senate,  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  reported  the 
Allowing  bills ;  which  were  severally  read,  and  passed  to 
*he  second  reading : ' 

[8.  No.  292.] 

^   BILL  proTidine  for  the  disposition  and  management  of  the  fund  be* 

Snesthea  to  the  United  States,  in  trust}  by  James  Smithson,  of  London, 
eceased,  for  the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  among  men. 

A  U  €naeied  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  ftepreeeniaiivee  of  the  United 
^tmieiaf  America  in  Congreee  aseembledi  Tnat  all  sum  or  sums  of  money 
Wretofore  received,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  received,  under  and  in  pur« 
**>iuioe  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  James  Smithson,  deceased, 
^'f  Xondon,  and  all  fund  or  funds,  stock  or  stocks,  or  evidence  or  evidences 
^^  public  debt  whatsoever,  in  which  said  sum  or  sums  of  money  bavo  been, 
^  shall  hereafter  be,  invested,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  constituted  and 
"^^lired  to  be  a  fund  to  be  named  or  styled  **  the  Smithsonian  fund,''  and 
*™^1  be  under  the  management  and  control  of  nine  trustees,  to  be  styled 
*^  tbe  board  ot  trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,''  subject,  however,  to  such 
*^l«i,  regulaUons,  and  restrictions  as  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
^fty  or  shall,  from  time  to  time,  make,  ordain,  or  establish ;  and  said 
^'^tstaes  shall  constitute  a  portion  of  such  corporation  as  shall  hereafter  be 
^'^^•ted  by  Congress  for  the  government  of  an  institution  for  the  increase 
^1^  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

Bia  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  trustees  shall  hold  their 

^^ces  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  until  their  successors  be  appointed, 

5<^  shall  be  appointed  annually  on  or  before  the  day  of  , 

^^  the  following  manner,  that  is  to  sav :  three  of  the  said  trustees  shall  be 

appointed  by  the  Senate  and  three  by  toe  House  of  Representatives,  in  such 

Maimer  as  the  said  Houses  shall  respectively  determine,  and  the  remaining 

three  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 

^^tsei  §o  appointed,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  meet  together,  in  the 

^^J  of  Washington,  on  the  day  of  next  succeeding 

^eir  appointment,  and  shall  elect  one  of  their  own  body  as  President  of 

*^d board;  they  shall  have  authority  to  appoint  a  clerk  and  printer,  and 

"<  their  respective  compensations  ;  and  make  and  establish  such  rules  and 

f^Si^tions  for  their  own  government  as  the^  may  deem  necessary  or  proper ; 

l^oldone  or  more  sessions  for  the  transaction  of  business  during  the  recess 

^f  Congress ;   and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  as  they  may  deem   proper ; 

^  shall  keep  a  journal  of  their  proceedings,  and  report  the  sumo,  or  an 

^tested  copy  Uiereof,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  on  or  before  the 

^y  of  ,  in  each  and  every  year. 

,^KC.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  expenditures  made  by  the 
^  board  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United 
fitites ;  and  all  the  accounts  thereof  shall  be  reported  to  the  Secretary  of 
^s  Treasury,  and  audited,  under  his  direction,  by  the  proper  officers  of  the 
Treagury  Department ;  and  the  said  board  shall  report  to  Congress,  at  every 
sesBJon  thereof,  the  state  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  a  full  statement  of 
their  receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  preceding  year. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  toe  said  trustees  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  specially  authorized  and  directed  to  prepare  such  a  charter  of 
xocorporation,  and  such  a  plan  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge  among  men,  as  to  them  may  appear  best  adapted  to 
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carry  into  effect  the  bona  fide  intention  of  the  testator,  the  said  Jamc 
Snaithson,  and  to  report  the  same  for  the  conflideration  and  action  of  Oon 
gress  at  the  next  fiession  thereof. 

[S.  No.  298.] 

A  BILL  to  provide  for  the  disposal  and  management  of  the  fond  be 
queathod  by  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States,  for  the  establiahmen 
of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Oniiei 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Vice-President  of  th< 
United  States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretaries  o 
Stato  and  of  the  Treasury,  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  ani 
the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  all  during  the  time  when  they  shall 
hold  their  respective  offices,  tosothcr  with  three  members  of  the  Senate  and 
four  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be  annually  elected  bji 
their  respective  Houses,  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  December,  shall  be, 
and  hereby  are,  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  style  and 
title  of  the  trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  dlf- 
fosion  of  knowledge  among  men,  with  perpetual  succession,  and  the  asaal 
powers,  duties,  and  liabilities  incident  to  corporations. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  corporation  so  constStufed 
shall  have  power  to  appoint  from  citizens  of  the  United  States,  other  tlMk^ 
members  or  the  board,  a  secretary  and  a  treasurer,  to  hold  their  offices  dn^ 
ing  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  and  removable  at  their  pleasure,  and  otb^ 
to  be  appointed  in  their  places^  and  to  fix  their  compensations.  And  ^^ 
secretary  and  the  treasurer  only  shall  receive  pecuniary  compensatioik 
their  services,  and  those  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  shall  b&  ^ 
tuitous.  And  the  offices  of  secretary  and  treasurer  may,  at  the  discreti^ 
the  board  of  trustees,  be  held  by  the  same  person.  The  8ecretar» 
treasurer  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
respective  offices,  and  the  treasurer  shall  give  bond,  with  the  penik^'^ 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  with  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secret 
the  Treasury,  for  the  safe  custody  and  faithful  application  of  all  tb^ 
of  the  Institution  which  may  come  to  his  hands  or  be  at  his  disposal 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  ^  That  the  sum  of 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  day  of 

proceeds  in  part  of  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson  to  the  Uni 
together  with  all  sums  which  may  hereafter  bo  realized,  shall  b 
hereafter  to  the  credit  of  a  fund  to  be  denominated  the  Smithson^ 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.     And  the  faith  of  the  TTnit-  ^ 
is  hereby  pU'dged  for  the  preservation  of  the  said  fund  undimiiiK^ 
unimpaired,  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  a  yeiL'' 
on  the  first  days  of  January  and  July  to  the  treasurer  of  th<^ 
trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  to  be' applied  to  the  purposes  o 
conforiAably  to  the  laws,  and  subject  to  the  revision  and  reguV^^ 
board  of  trustees. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  part  of  the  said 
fVind,  principal  or  interest,  shall  be  applied  to  any  school,  co\V. 
sitv,  institute  of  education,  or  ecclesiastical  establishment. 

&EG.  b.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  appropriatioa% 
fVom  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  to  the  purposes  of  the  Smit\^. 
tution,  as  declared  by  the  testator,  shall  be  exclosiveW  frott^     .^ 
interest,  and  not  fVoin  the  principal  of  the  said  fund :  IVoeirf-^ 
gress  shall  retain  the  power  of  inTOiliBg,  at  their  dlacr«U^^^     . 
of  said  fund  in  any  other  ■»«•» <^  «•  teateiiie  Boi  lean  t;|^^^ 
terest  oC  six  per  oe»t»^  ^"^ 

Smo.  t^AmdH' 

f 

J 
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■dipted  to Ibe  most  effective  and  continual  obiiE>rvBtion  of  the  pbenoiaeDA 
of  ua  Hnreiu ;  to  be  provided  witb  tbo  uccsssarj,  best,  and  most  perfect 
iuinunenla  and  books,  for  tbo  ^riodical  publication  of  the  «aid  obgervA- 
Uoiii.  ind  (or  tbe  Banual  composition  and  publication  of  a  nautical  almanac. 
3ic.  T.  And  be  it  fitrlhfr  enacted,  That  the  said  obaervatory  sball  be 
eracUd  tinder  tbe  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  subject  lo  tbe 
■pprobilioo  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales;  and  the  site  of  tha 
umtthKll  be  selected  upon  land,  in  the  city  of  Watbington,  belonging  lo 
dii  United  States ;  and  the  land  necessary  for  tbo  same,  and  for  any 
oiLsr build inga  proper  to  be  connected  with  the  said  observatory  and  tbe 
•pjwfWiinoefl  thereof,  is  heroby  granted,  and  ibal!  bo  duly  convoyed,  as  a 
d«daf  gift,  to  (be  trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  to  their  succes* 
wn  hrerer,  in  aid  of  the  purposes  of  tbe  said  Institution. 

9*c.  8.  And  be  it  further  enaelal,  That  all  expenditures  mado  by  tbe 
■ud  tuxrd  ihall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Preaidontof  tbe  United 
fil»l«i,«nd  all  tbo  aeeounla  thereof  Bbail  be  reported  to  the  Secretary  of 
I^Trtuury,  and  audited,  under  bis  direction,  by  the  proper  officers  of  the 
Ttiuury  Department;  and  tbe  said  boar'd  shall  report  to  Congress,  at  overjr 
"■ion  thereof,  the  state  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  s  full  statement  of 
lutrnceipts  and  eipenditures  during  the  precMing  year. 

Sk,  9.  And  be  it  further  tnaeted.  That  tbe  Qret  meeting  of  the  trustee! 
•rf  the  Smithsonian  fund  shall  be  bold  at  tbe  city  of  Wasnington  on  the 
Ullrd  Ueoday  of  January  next,  and  that,  in  tbe  mean  time,  the  custody  of 
IJt  Mid  fund,  and  tbe  expenditures  under  the  appropriation  herein  made, 
wall  U  hold  and  autboriKsd  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  subject  to 
tM  ipprobation  of  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States. 

Senate,  February  25,  1839. 

The  bill  (8.  292)  providing  for  the  disposition  and  man- 
sgement  of  tho  fund  bequeathed  to  the  United  States  in 
tnut,  by  JamcB  Smithson,  of  London,  deceased,  for  the 
Wabliahment  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
SMwdered,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table, 
it  was  deterrained  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas,  20;  nays,  15. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
desired  by  one-tifth  of  the  Senators  present;  those  who 
'oted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

HiMrt.  Allen.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Olay  of  Alabama, 
BuhbiTd,  King,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nilos,  Norvell.  Koane,  Robinson, 
oWtli  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Williams  Of  Maine,  Williams  of  Miesis- 
•iW".  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Unari.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  Fulton,  Knight,  Linn,  Merrick, 
J^mUm,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Rugglos,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
WaJkBT,  Young- 

8o  it  was  ordered  that  this  bill  lie  on  the  table. 

Senate,  February  28,  1839. 
Mr.  RoBBiHS  submitted  the  followine  motion  for  conud- 
eration : 
"(•o'vsd  by  the  Senate,  That  tbe  mayor  and  city  oounoil  of  tha  citj  of 
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Washington  be,  and  hereby  are,  aatborized  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  of 
an  institution,  to  be  called  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  be  founded  on 
the  bequest  of  Mr.  James  Smithson,  of  London,  and  to  report  the  same  to 
the  Senate  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Sbnatb,  March  1, 1839. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  submitted 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Bobbins  respecting  a  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  ordered 
that  it  lie  on  the  table. 


PB00EEDIN6S  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPBESENTATIVBS. 

House  op  Rbpresbntatives,  March  5, 1888. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Childs, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  he  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House 
{\t  the  same  can  he  done  without  prejudice  to  the  public  service)  all  the 
documents  and  information  in  his  possession  relative  to  the  prosecution  of 
the  claim  to  the  Smithsonian  bequest ;  also,  what  duty  has  been  performed, 
and  remains  to  be  performed,  by  the  agent  employed  at  London,  in  refer- 
ence to  said  claim,  and  how  the  money  heretofore  appropriated  by  Congress 
has  been  applied. 

House  of  Bepresbntatiyes,  June  28, 1838. 

Mr.  Rencher,  on  leave,  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  agreed  to  : 

Resolvedf  That  the  Committco  of  Ways  and  Means  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  a  temporary  investment  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy, 
as  soon  as  it  shall  be  received  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

House  of  Representatives,  July  2, 1838. 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  following  bill : 

[H.  R.  No.  863.] 

A  BILL  to  provide  for  the  investment  of  money  received  under  the  will  of 

the  late  James  Smithson,  of  London. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  all  money  arising  from  the 
bequest  of  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  found- 
ing at  Washington,  in  this  District,  an  institution  to  be  denominated  the 
Sjpaithsonian  Institution,  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  invested  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  tho 
United  States,  in  stock  of  the  United  States,  to  bo  created  for  that  purpose, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  annually; 
that  tho  certiflcatps  for  said  stock  ghall  be  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  President,  who  shall  hold  the  same  in  trust  for  the  uses 
specified  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  said  Smithson,  until  provision  is 
made  by  law  for  carrying  tho  purpose  of  said  bequest  into  effect;  and  that 
the  annual  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  aforesaid  shall  be  in  like  manner 
invested  for  the  benefit  of  said  institution. 
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HousB  OF  BsPBKSBNTATiVES,  Jvly  9,  1888. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the  foUowiug, 
which  was  agreed  to : 

Uttolisedy  That  the  Preeident  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  the  House  during  die  first  week  of  the  next  session  of  Oon- 
gTMi^all  such  communications,  {tapers,  documents,  d^.,  now  in  the  posses- 
noQ  of  the  Executive,  or  which  can  be  obtained,  as  shall  elucidate  tiie 
origin  and  object  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  and  the  origin,  progress,  and 
eoniummation  of  the  process  by  which  that  bequest  has  been  recovered, 
snd  whatever  may  be  connected  with  the  subject. 

HousB  OP  Representatives,  December  10, 1888. 

Two  messages  were  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  follows : 

ri&ST  UX88A0K. 

fi  Me  HwLU  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
reports  fipom  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  with  accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  9th  of  July  last. 

Washington,  December  7, 1888. 

Orderedj  That  said  message  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, 

Mr.  John  Q.  Adams,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Ogle,  Mr.  Charles 
Shepard  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Holt,  Mr.  •Thompson,  Mr. 
Hunter  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Kennedy,  and  Xf«  Garland  of  Vir- 
gi^uii  were  appointed  said  select  commilftee. 

BSCOKD  MV8SA0K. 

J'or  second  message  see  Senate  Proceedings,  December 

Ordered^  That  said  message  be  referred  to  the  select  com- 
n^ttee  last  appointed. 

House  of  Representatives,  December  20,  1838. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  presented  a  memorial  of  Charles 
I^wis  Flcischmann,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  showing 
^ke  importance  of,  and  the  benefits  which  may  arise  from, 
^  establishment  of  a  national  agricultural  school,  as  a 
Drtnch  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  which  memorial 
^^  referred  to  the  select  committee  appointed  on  two 
Messages  from  the  President  in  relation  to  the  Smithsonian 
^ue8t. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams 

^'^erstf,  That  the  memorial  of  Walter  R.  Johnson,  for  an  institution  for 
^xpttiments  in  physical  scienoes,  firesented  Majr  21, 188S,  be  referred  to  the 
'^committee  appointed  on  two  messages  from  the  President  in  relation 
^  the  Smithsonian  bequest. 
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The  following  is  the  memorial  of  Prof.  Walter  R.  Johnson : 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 

in  Ckmgress  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  respectfully  represents — 

That,  having  been  for  many  years  devoted  to  the  investi- 
gation and  elucidation  of  those  departments  of  science 
which  pertain  to  the  practice  of  the  useful  arts ;  and  hav- 
ing, as  he  conceives,  witnessed  on  various  occasions  the 
serious  detriment  which  the  public  interest  has  suffered 
from  the  want  of  a  national  institution  to  encourage  and 
facilitate  the  cultivation  of  those  departments  of  knowledge 
on  which  these  arts  are  founded,  he  has  at  this  time  ven- 
tured to  present  himself  as  a  memorialist  before  your 
honorable  bodies,  and  to  ask  permission  to  set  forth  the 
importance  and  necessity  of  such  an  institution  to  the  coun- 
try, and  its  claims  to  the  countenance  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

In  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  internal  resources  of  the 
country,  the  whole  nation  possesses  a  deep  and  a  growing 
interest ;  and  in  those  vast  portions  of  terntory  constituting 
the  public  domain,  the  Qovernraent  has  a  stake  of  immense 
magnitude.  But  great  as  these  interests  are,  and  much  as 
they  demand  the  services  of  men  professionally  devoted  to 
their  elucidation,  the  United  States  as  yet  possess  no  insti- 
tution appropriated  to  the  formation  of  those  habits,  and 
the  acquisition  of  that  skill  which  might  insure  the  success 
of  such  researches. 

The  want  of  an  institution  for  these  purposes  is  daily 
rendered  more  striking,  in  proportion  as  the  enterprise  of 
our  citizens  is  enlarged,  and  as  a  reliance  on  our  own 
resources  becomes  the  more  obviously  necessary.  But  the 
determination  of  the  value  of  the  natural  resources  of  the 
country  is  far  from  beinff  the  only  motive  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  institution  lor  prosecuting  researches  in  phys- 
ical science.  Those  resources  require  to  be  applied  and 
improved^  as  well  as  discovered  and  described, 

A  further  purpose,  therefore,  to  be  effected  by  such  an 
institution  is  the  enlarging  of  those  resources,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  improvements  in  agriculture,  and  by  naturaliz- 
ing the  productions  of  other  climates  to  the  soil  of  our 
widely  extended  territory — the  encouraging  of  those  arts 
which  are  essential  to  our  national  prosperity  and  independ- 
ence— the  diffusing  of  important  information  respecting  the 
commercial  value  of  our  different  resources — the  examin- 
ing of  questions  in  every  department  of  physical  research. 
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connected  with  the  public  service,  and  the  preventing  of 
those  impostures,  to  which  both  individuals  and  the  public 
are  liable,  while  important  physical  truths  remain  unex- 
plained. 

Motives  of  higher  import  are  not  wanting :  inducements 
drawn  from  an  exalted  patriotism  might  be  presented,  in 
&vorof  such  measures  as  might  place  our  national  re- 
Bources,  institutions,  and  arms  of  defence  above  a  depend- 
ence ou  the  science  of  foreign  nations. 

In  recognizing  the  important  truth,  that  the  power,  free- 
dom, and  happiness  of  nations  are  essentially  connected 
with  a  comprehension  of  their  own  natural  advantages,  not 
leas  than  with  the  wisdom,  firmness,  and  prudence  of  those 
who  are  exalted  to  civil  authority,  we  discover  at  once  the 
vast  magnitude  of  the  obligation  imposed  on  the  people  of 
this  Union  to  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  re- 
sources of  their  country. 

It  is  said,  and  said  truly,  that  everv  freeman  should 
understand  the  civil  constitutions  of  the  country  which 
s^re  his  rights ;  and  is  it  less  imperative  to  understand  its 
physical  constitution,  which  secures  his  existence  ? 

Whoever  loves  his  country  would  see  her  great,  power- 
W— loved  at  home,  and  respected  abroad.  And  what  ele- 
Daent  in  her  greatness,  her  power,  her  loveliness,  her 
wspectability,  is  more  sure  to  win  the  affections,  than  the 
'ich  abundance  of  her  natural  advantages,  and  the  ability 
rf  her  citizens  to  comprehend,  to  develop,  and  enjoy  them  ? 

It  is  a  mark  of  a  meek  colonial  dependence,  to  remain 
ignorant  of  all  but  the  most  obvious  features  and  produc- 
^ons  of  a  country;  and  it  is  an  evidence  of  something 
worse  than  colonial  dependence,  for  a  nation  professing  to 
he  independent^  to  receive  from  foreigners  all  the  knowledge 
that  they  ever  acquire  of  the  natural  features  and  resources 
of  the  country,  and  of  their  application  to  useful  purposes. 
Why  need  we  cite  the  examples  of  antiquity  ?  Why  go  to 
India,  to  Africa,  to  New  Holland,  to  seek  illustrations  of 
tMs  truth  ?  What  is  the  condition  of  the  colonies  still 
remaining  on  this  continent,  in  regard  to  a  knowledge  of 
ftcir  respective  territories  ?  With  what  jealousy  did  the 
courts  of  Madrid  and  Lisbon  spread  for  three  centuries  a 
Diidnight  of  ignorance,  with  regard  to  the  arts,  over  the 
feirest  portions  of  the  globe  ! 

And  what  was  the  state  of  the  useful  arts,  in  those  coun- 
tries, at  the  moment  when  they  at  last  greeted  the  uncertain 
^wn  of  a  questionable  liberty  ?  What  is  their  degree  of 
Weakness  and  irresolution,  even  at  this  day,  superinduced 
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by  an  habitual  neglect  of  the  bounties  of  nature,  and  the 
achievements  of  art  ?  How  utterly  at  the  mercy  of  strangers 
— ^how  little  competent  to  assert  the  dignity  of  any  national 
character,  are  most  of  the  Spanish  American  republics !  It 
is  not  pretended  that  ignorance  of  their  resources  is  the 
only  cause  of  this  degradation ;  but  that  the  former  may  at 
least  be  considered  a  fair  index  to  mark  and  measure  the 
latter. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  what  great  national  interests  will 
be  benefitted  by  an  institution  like  that  now  proposed  ?  The 
reply  is  easy. 

Wherever,  in  prosecuting  his  designs,  man  has  occasion 
to  call  to  his  aid  the  energies  of  nature,  there  will  researches 
in  physical  science  find  an  appropriate  sphere  of  action. 
And  wherever  any  national  interest  involves  the  production 
or  use  of  material  objects,  there  must  the  energies  of  nature 
be  more  or  less  constantly  put  in  requisition. 

Among  the  prominent  interests  affected  by  the  existence 
and  operation  of  an  institution  for  physical  researches,  are 
those  of  agriculture,  of  the  army,  the  navy,  the  public 
domain,  engineering  and  topography;  architecture,  civil, 
military,  and  naval;  the  mining  industry  of  the  country 
and  its  interests  in  the  success  of  the  inventive  genius  of 
its  citizens.  To  these  must  be  added  commerce  and  manu- 
factures. 

That  all  these  subjects  are  regarded  as  public  interests,  is, 
perhaps,  sufl[iciently  evinced  by  the  fact,  that  in  the  distri- 
bution of  the  subjects  of  legislation  in  Congress,  each,  with 
the  exception  of  mining,  is  deemed  of  sufficient  importance 
to  merit  the  attention  of  a  separate  standing  committee  of 
each  House.  Thus  there  is  in  each  House  a  committee  on 
agriculture,  on  military  affairs,  on  naval  affairs,  on  the 
public  lands,  on  roads  and  canals,  on  public  buildings,  on 
patents  and  the  patent  office,  on  commerce,  and  on  manu- 
factures. 

The  foregoing  statement  is  made  in  order  to  show  that, 
in  asking  the  attention  of  the  national  authorities  to  this 
subject,  there  is  no  design  to  obtrude  upon  their  notice 
matters  not  already  within  the  acknowledged  and  long  con- 
ceded sphere  of  constitutional  action;  that  there  is  no 
attempt  to  introduce  a  course  of  legislation,  on  concerns 
foreign  to  those  great  interests  of  the  nation,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  which  the  fundamental  law  has  invested  the  Legis- 
lature with  ample  powers. 

1.  In  no  department  of  industry  is  the  need  of  experi- 
mental science  more  evident  than  in  that  of  agriculture. 
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Ae  labor  of  research  and  observation  in  this  department 
))eIoDg8  alike  to  the  botanist,  the  zoologist,  and  the  chemist. 
The  DTSt  should  investigate  the  physiology  and  habitudes  of 
all  tiioee  vegetable  productions  which  constitute  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  products  of  farming  operations,  together 
with  the  accidents,  blights,  and  diseases,  to  which  they  are 
liable,  the  insects  by  which  their  growth  or  usefulness  may 
be  affected,  and  the  method  of  securing  and  reducing  to  a 
merchantable  form  the  crops  of  each  vegetable,  when  ma- 
tured. The  introduction  of.  exotic  plants,  and  the  treat- 
ment which  may  insure  their  success  in  our  climate,  with 
the  method  of  regulating  and  varying  the  succession  of 
crops,  to  avoid  the  exhaustion  of  soils,  would  appropriately 
M  under  the  same  branch  of  the  agricultural  department. 

The  practicability  and  the  proper  methods  of  cultivating 
the  vine,  the  olive,  the  mulberry,  the  sugar  beet,  the  Sisal 
•nd  Manilla  hemp,  the  Niew  Zealand  flax,  and  other  fibrous 
vegetables  fit  to  furnish  textures  and  cordage,  would  also 
appropriately  fall  under  the  botanical  division  of  agricultu- 
itf  science. 

The  collections  in  this  department  would  exhibit  samples 
rf  not  only  the  ordinary  and  the  rare  specimens  of  each 
plant,  but  also  the  diseased  individuals  and  the  vegetable 
monsters  of  each  class,  displaying,  when  practicaWe,  the 
cause  of  such  disease  or  monstrosity.  Under  the  botanical 
^vision  is  necessarily  included,  also,  whatever  pertains  to 
horticulture  and  the  management  of  fruit  in  all  its  varie- 


Zooloffy  applied  to  agricultural  purposes  would  make 
known  the  rearing  and  treatment  of  every  species  of  useful 
domestic  animals,  whether  bird  or  quadruped,  the  kinds  of 
labor  to  which  any  of  them  may  be  applied  while  living ; 
the  diseases,  contagious  or  otherwise,  to  which  they  may  be 
liable;  the  value  and  uses  of  their  living  products,  as  milk, 
^ool,  hair,  or  feathers,  and  the  importance  to  man  of  their 
fl^h,  sinews,  bones,  horns,  and  pelage,  when  slaughtered. 

The  best  methods  of  domesticating  or  naturalizing  desira- 
ble species  of  animals  not  now  in  use  in  this  country,  and 
improving  the  breeds  of  all  such  as  may  be  susceptible  of 
melioration,  would  likewise  come  under  the  cognizance  of 
ttis  department.  To  the  same  would  pertain  an  examina- 
^on  of  such  of  the  inferior  races  of  animals  which  are 
either  useful^  as  the  bee  and  the  silk- worm,  or  noxious  and 
^tnictke]  as  the  Hessian  fly,  the  locust,  the  weevil,  and  the 
<^nker  worm,  as  well  as  of  those  parasitic  insects  which 
often  prove  so  annoying  and  destructive  to  the  larger  ani- 
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mals,  together  with  the  methods  of  their  extermination. 
In  short,  an  agricultural  study  of  animal  beings  must  deal 
with  the  physiology  and  structure  of  each  race,  in  every 
stage  of  its  existence.  How  wide  is  this  field  of  inquiry, 
and  how  momentous  to  the  interests  of  agriculture,  needs 
not  to  be  demonstrated. 

But  to  the  chemist  is  assigned,  in  connection  with  agri- 
culture, a  branch  of  duty  not  less  important,  and,  if  any- 
thing, more  difficult,  than  to  eiliier  of  the  preceding.  To 
him  belongs  not  only  the  duty  of  ascertaining  the  constitu- 
ents of  every  soil,  and  the  ingredients  which  render  it 
either  barren  or  fertile,  which  adapt  it  to  peculiar  produc- 
tions, which  cause  it  to  require  more  or  less  labor  in  the 
tillage,  but  also  that  of  determining  the  nature  of  the  dress- 
ing which  may  restore  it  when  exhausted,  whether  the  same 
should  consist  of  animal,  vegetable,  or  mineral  substances, 
and  in  what  proportions.  He  must  also  examine  the  con- 
stituents, immediate  and  ultimate,  of  each  vegetable,  and 
trace  the  relation  between  the  character  of  a  soil  and  that 
of  the  vegetable  substances  which  it  is  capable  of  produc- 
ing. 

h\  various  parts  of  our  country  it  is  well  known  that 
shell  and  other  limestones,  marl,  gypsum,  and  alluvial 
deposits  of  various  kinds,  are  resorted  to  for  furnishing 
the  dressings  of  worn-out  or  barren  soils ;  and  yet  it  is 
equally  well  known  that  not  every  soil  is  alike  benefited  by 
the  same  dressing.  Even  among  the  marls,  some  produce 
an  efl:ect  absolutely  injurious,  on  the  very  soils  which  others 
would  fertilize  in  a  high  degree.  Ilence  the  importance  of 
designating,  by  means  of  chemical  analysis,  the  fertilizing 
or  non-fertilizing  properties  of  every  compost  used  in  the 
dressing  of  land,  its  adaptation  to  each  soil,  and  its  utility 
as  applied  to  each  production  which  that  soil  is  designed  to 
yield. 

Though  almost  unknown  in  our  country,  and  unapplied 
to  its  industry,  the  subject  of  agricultural  chemistry  has  not 
been  deemed  unworthy  to  engage  the  best  talents  of  Euro- 
pean chemists.  In  proof  of  this,  we  need  only  recur  to  the 
names  of  Henry  and  Ure,  and  the  immortal  Davy. 

The  three  branches  of  agricultural  science  above  de- 
scribed would  in  their  several  collections  present  an  exhibi- 
tion of  exceeding  interest,  and  one  every  way  worthy  to 
fix  the  attention  of  the  multitudes  of  citizens  who  annually 
visit  the  seat  of  Government,  as  well  as  of  the  assembled 
representatives  of  the  people. 

Stored   in  appropriate  receptacles  would   be  found  the 


TWERTT-FIFTH   CONGRESS,   1837-39. 


177 


botanical  treasures  of  every  portion  of  our  territory,  and 
the  useful  products  of  every  foreign  clime;  ao  that,  while 
oor  conservatory  of  arta  nod  trades,  now  rising  with 
incrcMed  splendor  iroin  tlie  aahes  of  its  late  coaflagration, 
abftll  receive  the  monuments  of  inventive  genius,  tbe  con- 
templated depositor)'  of  our  natural  riches  would  soon  vie 
vilh  it  in  curiosities  and  in  usefulness. 

1  Of  the  importance  to  the'  military  interests  of  the 
wuDtry  of  an  institution  like  that  herein  proposed  no 
doubt  can  be  entertained,  when  wc  take  into  view  the  great 
ODmber  of  practical  subjects  which,  in  that  service,  it  ia 
neceasarj'  to  determine  by  actual  experiment.  Questions 
relating  to  the  form,  construction,  and  efficiency  of  ord- 
nance and  arms  of  every  description,  the  effect  ot  projec- 
tilea  as  related  to  their  weight,  bulk,  and  velocity,  and  to 
the  uharges  by  which  thoy  are  projected,  or  to  the  length, 
veijtiil,  windage,  and  other  circumstances  of  the  guns  em- 
tmployed;  to  the  durability  of  the  latter,  as  dependent  on 
&e  qanlity  of  metal  used  in  their  fabrication,  or  on  the 
nethod  of  casting  and  subsequent  preparation  for  service, 
»re  often  presented  for  solution. 

In  connection  with  the  products  of  a  national  foundry, 
tboQldsuch  an  establishment  be  authorized,  the  prosecu- 
tion of  experiments  would  be  of  the  utmost  consequence, 
and  they  certainly  cannot  be  less  important  when  the  ord- 
nance for  our  army  and  navy  is  manufactured  entirely  by 
contract.  Much  of  that  skill  which  is  required  in  the 
bbricatioii  of  small  arms  is  dependent  on  a  Just  application 
of  acientitic  principles;  and  careful  researches  intx)  the 
nutiire  of  the  materials,  and  the  best  methods  of  working 
tbein.  is  otten  demanded.  Nor  are  inquiries  for  this 
department  of  public  service  confined  to  one  or  a  few 
materials.  Iron,  copper,  and  zinc,  brass,  and  many  other 
slloya;  materials  for  tents,  clothing,  and  accoutrements; 
*lw  whole  range  of  substances  employed  in  pyrotechnv; 
*W  materials  for  constructing  fortifications,  whether  on  the 
*6*l»ard  or  in  the  interior;  for  gun-carriages  and  other 
■vehicles;  for  portable  bridges,  and  for  every  species  of 
**rap  equipage,  are  among  the  objects  of  attention  in  this 
^^iiiection.  Nor  must  the  influence  of  heat,  moisture,  and 
ftter  causes,  in  destroying  the  various  materials  employed 
in  the  military  service,  or  the  means  of  preventing  tneir 
Wurioiis  effects,  be  omitted. 

Tbe  interests  of  the  army,  then  require  many  series  of 
experimental  inquiries.  And  though,  for  the  purposes  of 
educating  youth  to  the  profession  of  arms,  it  is  admitted 
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that  we  have  an  institution  which  has  received  many  high 
enconiums  for  excellence,  yet  it  is  certain  that  origincd  inves^ 
iigations  of  physical  truth  are  not  the  objects  contemplated 
or  mainly  pursued  in  that  establishment.  Consequently,  its 
existence  in  full  activity  and  usefulness  does  not  dimmish 
the  necessity  of  a  national  institution  for  the  purposes  now 
proposed. 

3.  To  the  naval  service  of  the  country  the  subject  offers 
a  great  variety  of  important  considerations.  The  whole 
business  of  navigation,  whether  for  commercial  or  for  war- 
like purposes,  ought  to  be  founded  on  the  most  accurate 
Bcientific  principles ;  and  every  motive  which  should  impel 
the  mechanic  or  engineer  to  guide  his^  practice  by  the  lights 
of  science  is  equally  or  more  urgent  on  the  mariner.  In 
the  prosecution  of  his  adventurous  enterprise,  the  latter 
must  encounter  every  element  of  nature.  Taking,  as  we 
now  do,  steam  navigation  into  the  account,  we  find  him 
engaged  at  the  same  moment  in  a  conflict  between  fire,  air, 
earth,  water,  light,  heat,  electricity,  galvanism,  magnetism,, 
chemical  action,  and  the  gravitating  forces  of  the  earth,  the 
ocean,  and  the  atmosphere. 

To  enable  him  to  contend  successfully  against  these 
various  forces,  he  must,  in  addition  to  the  principles  of  the 
art  of  navigation,  with  no  mean  modicum  of  astronomy, 
bring  to  his  aid  an  extensive  range  of  physical  sciences* 
Not  that  a  staunch,  well-equipped  vessel  must  necessarily  re.- 
quire  in  him  who  directs  her  course  all  these  qualifications : 
the  above  remarks  are  intended  to  apply  to  nautical  science 
and  practice  as  a  whole,  embracing  whatever  belongs  to 
the  naval  profession.  This  requires  investigations  to  be 
made  into  the  good  qualities  and  the  defects  of  different 
species  of  timber,  the  influence  of  the  season  of  cutting  on 
the  durability  of  its  various  kinds,  and  the  most  effective 
and  economical  methods  of  preventing  decay. 

Among  other  materials  for  naval  use  requiring  attention 
are  those  of  cordage,  in  all  their  varieties,  from  the  rigid 
hempen  ropes  of  our  own  manufactories,  to  the  rude  coir 
cable  of  the  east,  buoyant  and  elastic,  floating  clear  of  a 
rocky  bottom,  where  the  heavier  hempen  line  would  be 
chafed  and  destroyed ;  and  from  the  delicate  production  \)f 
Manilla  to  the  stouter  staple  of  the  Sisal  hemp  of  Yucatan. 

Far  from  being  distinctly  known,  and  their  several  quali- 
ties clearly  discriminated,  these  different  materials  have 
hitherto  been  scarcely  distinguished  by  their  proper  names, 
even  among  our  mariners  and  merchants.  And  the  names, 
characters,  and  habitudes  of  the  plants  which  produce  the 
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tex^le  fibres  have,  if  possible,  been  less  clearly  understood 
th&c  the  peculiar  properties  of  the  cordaee  itself.     Thus 
the  name  "  sea  grass  "  is  sometimes  applied  to  the  fibres  of 
ftfleshy  perennial  plant  of  the  agave  genus,  which  grows 
OB  dry  roeky  bills  far  in  the  interior  ot  the  country.     The 
inflnence  of  heat  and  moisture  on  all  the  different  materials 
employed  for  either  cordage,  sails,  hammocks,  bags,  or  cloth- 
ing, presents  a  wide  field  for  useful  research.     The  relative 
Btrenffth  and  durability  of  tarred  and   white  cordage  has 
alreaay  engaged  attention  in  Europe,  but  further  inquiries 
spring  up  aa  new  materials  are  introduced. 

Not  less  important  than  either  of  the  preceding  topics  is 
(hat  of  the  strength  and  other  properties  of  iron,  as  appli- 
c&bk  to  the  fabrication  of  chain  cables  and  smaller  chains 
for  standing  or  running  rigging,  (the  latter  particularly  for 
Iteam  vessels,)  and  of  bolts  and  anchors  for  all  the  various 
'  tta  and  river  craft,  Not  only  the  strength  and  elasticity, 
hot  the  chemical  purity  also  of  this  material,  and  its  power 
to  resist  corrosion,  are  objects  of  deep  interest. 

The  naval  and  commercial  marine  interests  are  alike  in- 
volved in  an  inquiry  into  the  possibility  of  obtaining  an 
economical  substitute  for  copper  for  the  sheathing  of  ves- 
selfl;  and  whether  that  material  itself  may  yet  be  defended 
from  the  corrosion  which  now  causes  so  heavy  a  charge  on 
ite  Government,  as  well  as  on  the  private  shipowner.  A 
iDOTable  galvanic  armature  has  been  suggested  for  this 
pnrpoBc,  but  awaits  a  trial  of  its  efficacy. 

Other  subjects  of  inquiry  likewise  press  upon  the  atten- 
tion, such  a«  the  most  enicient  and  economical  forms  of 
pnnuB,  and  the  best  methods  of  working  them ;  the  best 
ti^eB  of  heating,  ventilating,  and  disinfecting  vessels  at 
•Wi  and  of  freeing  them  from  vermin  ;  of  preserving  every 
"Wcies  of  provision  on  long  voyages ;  the  practicability  of 
obtaining  fresh  water  by  any  convenient  apparatus  for  dis- 
tillatioa  on  shipboard ;  and  the  most  effective  means  of 
"oaring  ships  from  electrical  discharges.  Time  would  fail 
IB  to  enumerate  all  the  beneficial  results  of  an  enlightened 
application  of  science  to  the  operations  of  dock  yards,  to 
Ipe  construction  and  use  of  dry  docks,  screw  docks,  floating 
Qocks,  and  marine  railways. 

.  *o  show  that  the  importance  of  science  to  the  naval 
'ntereat  is  not  herein  overrated,  it  may  not  be  ainiss  to 
""siltion,  that  a  single  division  of  science  applicable  to  this 
Wvice  of  naval  construction,  that  of  the  influence  of  form 
onthe  flotation  and  motion  of  solid  bodies  ih  liquids,  has 
not  been  thought  unworthy  to  occupy  the  attention  of  some 
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of  the  ablest  philosophers  and  experimenters  of  France, 
Sweden,  and  England.  The  names  of  Bossut,  of  Lather- 
jelm,  and  of  Beaufoy,  are  vouchers  for  the  truth  of  this 
assertion.  The  labor  of  th6  last  named  author,  in  which  it 
appears  that  his  wife  was  a  frequent  participator,  was  truly 
Herculean;  and  the  splendid  publication  and  gratuitous 
distribution  by  their  son  of  the  thirty  years'  scientific 
labors  of  his  parents,  is  a  method  of  building  a  monument 
as  novel  and  touching  as  it  is  liberal  ana  affectionate; 
while  the  monument  itself  is  more  honorable,  perhaps, 
than  any  which  the  pencils,  burins  and  chisels  of  Britain 
have  ever  produced. 
4.  If  from  the  public  defence,  both  military  and  naval,  we 

Sass  to  the  public  revenues,  especially  to  that  part  which  is 
erived  from  the  sale  of  the  public  domain,  we  readily  find 
ample  reason  to  sustain  a  call  for  scientific  investigations. 

The  agricultural  value,  the  geological  structure,  the  min- 
eral resources,  the  botanical  productions,  the  supplies  of 
water  for  manufacturing  purposes,  the  true  geographical 
position,  and  the  force  and  present  direction  of  terrestrial 
maffnetism  in  the  regions  where  the  public  lands  are  situ- 
atea,  are  circumstances  to  be  attentively  examined  in  pros- 
ecuting a  survey  of  those  lands. 

The  analytical  chemist  will  decide  the  value,  for  mining 
purposes,  of  those  regions,  which  the  geologist  and  miner- 
alogist shall  have  explored ;  while  the  engineer  will  note 
whatever  advantages  and  facilities  may  be  offered  for  inter- 
nal communications. 

The  formation  of  a  geological  and  mineralogical  collec- 
tion, would  result,  of  course,  from  the  surveys  and  exami- 
nations contemplated  in  the  foregoing  remarks.  And  none, 
surely,  can  doubt  the  ability  of  our  country  to  furnish 
collections  which  may  stand  in  competition  with  the  richest 
and  most  celebrated  in  Europe.  Though  it  is  true  that 
mineralogical  exploration,  the  art  of  mining,  and  the  chem- 
ical analysis  of  minerals,  are  almost  in  their  infancy  amongst 
us,  and  though  it  will  be  remembered,  that  even  geological 
inquiries  in  this  country  have  not  surpassed  the  time  of  a 
single  human  life,  since  the  father*  of  American  geology  is 
still  among  the  living;  and  though,  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence, we  yet  know  comparatively  little  respecting  the 
treasures  of  our  mountains,  and  forests,  and  prairies,  still, 


♦William  Maclure,  Esq.,  author  of  "Geology  of   the  United  States,'^ 
TMident  in  the  city  of  Mexico  ;  April,  1838.     [Since  deceased,  1844.] 
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cuoiigii  is  already  known  to  warrant  tbe  brigbtest  aaticipa- 
tionBfor  the  fiiture. 

As  it  regards  miaeral  fuel,  tbe  American  oontiDent 
fflpoare  to  be  peculiarly  distinguished.  In  ooe  or  another 
of  its  varieties,  that  material  is  found  in  Nova  Scotta,  in 
Missacbusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
Tirginia,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illiaois,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and 
HiMOuri ;  on  the  Tellow  Stone  river  on  the  eastern,  and 
and  the  Columbia  on  the  western  side  of  the  Rocky  Monn- 
tuna;  in  the  province  of  Durango  in  Mexico  ;  in  the  Island 
of  Cuba;  on  tbe  lofty  Andes  of  Peru:  at  the  Cerro  di 
P«8C0  and  Huallanoa,  bordering  on  perpetual  snow ;  and 
near  the  level  of  tbe  sea,  at  tbe  city  of  Conception,  on  the 
coaet,  of  Cbiti.  But  in  the  Central  and  Western  States  of 
thiB  Union  the  greatest  abundance  and  variety  of  this  fiiel 
big  hitherto  been  discovered.  It  is  hardly  more  than  thirty 
yeararinee  so  little  was  known  of  the  coal  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  a  wealthy  and  enterprising  citizen,  who  had  caused  a 
wagon  load  of  excellent  anthracite  to  be  transported  from 
the  Tflilcy  of  Wyoming  to  Philadelphia,  at  an  expense  of 
fift;  dollars  a  ton,  and  bad  parceled  it  out  for  trial  among 
tu»  friends,  was  soon  beset  by  the  latter  witb  rebuke  and 
ndicale,  for  having,  as  they  alleged,  attempted  to  palm 
upon  them  g>  heap  of  black  stones,  under  pretence  of  their 
being  coaf,  while  in  fact  they  could  no  more  ignite  them 
than  if  they  had  been  so  much  granite.  A  fortunate  occur- 
rence at  length  dissipated  their  incredulity,  and  saved  tbe 
credit  of  the  worthy  citizen  ;  and  tbe  results  of  that  interest 
ffiich  was  thus  awakened  on  the  subject  have  led  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  mineral  resources  of  that  State,  far  more 
accurate  than  had  ever  previously  existed. 

A  view  of  the  map  of  Pennsylvania  presents  us  with 
nearly  the  form  of  a  parallelogram,  of  which  the  eastern 
end  is  replaced  by  the  irregular  line  traced  by  the  course  of 
the  Delaware  river.  If  lines  were  drawn  parallel  to  the 
western  boundary  of  the  State,  running  north  and  south, 
ooe  mile  apart,  so  as  to  divide  the  whole  State  into  strips 
one  mile  wide,  proceeding  eastward  and  ending  witb  the 
first  of  those  lines  which  should  strike  tbe  Delaware  river, 
every  one  of  those  belts  would,  it  is  confidently  believed, 
oontain  some  portion  of  a  coal  field ;  and  if  these  dividing 
fiaes  were  crossed  by  others  a  mile  apart,  running  east  and 
west,  dividing  tbe  State  throughout  its  whole  breadth  into 
similar  strips,  every  one  of  the  latter,  except  perhaps  a  few 
on  the  northern  border,  would  also  contain  more  or  less 
«4al ;  and  we  could  scarcely  draw,  over  the  surface  of  that 
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State,  in  any  direciiorij  a  straight  line  equal  in  length  to  the 
breadth  of  the  State,  without  traversing  a  bed  of  iron  ore, 
or  of  limestone,  or  of  both.  It  is  not  doubted  that  equally 
interesting  proofs  of  the  prodigality  of  nature  towards  our 
country  may  be  found  in  other  States  and  territories  of  the 
Union,  nor  is  it  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  importance  of 
obtaining  accurate  information  respecting  them. 

In  regard  to  our  extensive  lead  mines,  the  value  of  such 
information  will  be  readily  perceived  by  comparing  the 
present  abundant  supply  of  that  article  with  the  conaitioii 
of  things  when  it  was  obtained  only  by  importation,  and 
when  organ  tubes  of  that  metal  were  taken  from  the 
churches  to  yield  a  scanty  supply  of  bullets  to  Washing- 
ton's little  army  at  Cambridge. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  the  importance  of  obtaining 
accurate  information  respecting  the  metals  employed  for 
coin.  Whatever  materials  the  financial  wisdom  of  the 
nation  shall  at  length  decide  to  render  current,  as  the 
medium  of  exchange  and  the  standard  of  value,  our  mines 
of  the  precious  metals,  their  nature,  extent,  and  richness, 
must  ever  remain  objects  of  deep  interest,  both  to  Individ* 
uals  and  to  the  public. 

The  value  to  be  attached  to  our  materials  for  architectural 
constructions  and  other  ornamental  purposes  yet  remains  to 
be  fully  developed.  Enough,  however,  is  known  to  assure 
us  that  we  have  among  our  marbles  for  massive  structures, 
those  which  may  vie  with  the  Pentelican  of  Greece ;  for 
ornamental  furniture,  with  the  variegated  species  of  Egypt; 
and  for  beautiful  statuary,  with  the  snow-white  Cararra  of 
Italy.  With  lithographic  limestone  we  need  no  longer  call 
on  Germany  to  supply  us.  Our  mineral  colors,  hydraulic 
cements,  and  fire  clays,  need  only  be  better  understood  in 
order  to  supercede  entirely  similar  articles  from  abroad. 

A  patriotic  resolution  of  one  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature  has  recently  decreed  that  the  bust  of  one  of  our 
most  eminent  revolutionary  statesmen  shall  henceforth  rest 
on  a  massive  fragment  of  that  iron  mountain  found  in  the 
rich  and  productive  region  which,  by  a  bloodless  and  hon- 
orable purchase,  his  sagacious  counsels  annexed  to  our 
beloved  country.  Woula  that  our  thirty  years  of  posses- 
sion had  taught  us  other  uses  of  that  ore  than  to  lie  in 
unshaped  masses  as  pedestals  for  our  patriots.  Then  might 
we  boast  some  greater  share  of  that  real  national  independ- 
ence, to  the  attainment  of  which  the  whole  life  of  our  Jef- 
ferson was  devoted. 

5.  Passing  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  as  involved  iii 
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ber  internal  improvements,  we  find  much  to  occupy  the 
uttentioD  of  scientific  inquirers;  and,  as  the  revenues  of  the 
Bition  are  more  or  less  directly  benefitted  by  those  improve- 
mentB,  it  is  perhaps  but  reasonable  that  the  science  to 
^eden  and  the  skill  to  execute  those  works  should  be  sup- 
plied by  means  of  a  national  institution.  To  a  limited 
extent,  our  practice  has  sanctioned  this  course.  Surveyors 
«id  engineers  in  the  service  of  the  Government  have,  in  a 
few  cases,  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  State  authori- 
tiee.  For  reasons  sufficiently  obvious,  however,  no  perma- 
nent reliance  can  be  placed  on  such  a  diversion  of  military 
officers  from  the  peculiar  duties  for  which  the  Government 
bas  caused  them  to  be  educated. 

Incidental  to  the  subject  of  internal  commerce  is  that  of 
locomotion,  whether  on  land  or  on  water,  embraciuff  every 
inquirjr  relative  to  steam  naviffation,  the  causes  of  explo- 
^ons,  and  the  methods  proposed  for  insuring  safety. 

Another  incident  to  this  division  of  the  subject  is  the 
introduction  into  our  mining  and  metallurgic  processes  of 
tiMJse  improvements  which  may  free  our  country  from  a 
^ndence  on  foreign  skill,  foreign  shipping,  foreign  insu- 
wnce,  commission,  and  brokerage,  for  every  yard  of  rail- 
road iron  which  is  laid  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
<rf  the  land.  Over  oar  very  richest  beds  of  iron  ore,  and 
ooal,  and  limestone,  arc  laid  bars  of  foreign  iron,  extending 
^  away  and  crossing  each  other  in  various  directions, 
^le  through  their  gratings  the  country  looks  out  at  an 
importunate  creditor  beyond  the  Atlantic.  No  small  por- 
tion of  the  hundred  millions  which  have  been  borrowed 
from  Europe  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvment,  has 
'>een  applied  to  the  procuring  of  this  article;  an  article 
vhich  it  requires  no  very  daring  spirit  of  prophecy  to  assure 
^will  one  day  be  exported  in  immense  quantities  from  the 
United  States. 

6.  In  reference  to  the  subject  of  architecture  and  public 
buildings,   the   acquisition  of   information  by  experiment 
would  often  prove  a  most  economical  investment  of  a  mod- 
erate portion  of  the  means  devoted  to  such  constructions. 
Besides  all  the  intereresting  inquiries  relating  to  the  form, 
strength,  and  durability  of  materials,  the  permanency  of 
foundations,  and  the  adhesion  of  mortars  and  cements,  we 
have  various  questions  concerning  the  influence  of  temper- 
ature in  the  expansion  of  buildine  materials,  and  of  the 
proper  forces  to  be  opposed  to  such  expansions,  as  well  as 
to  other  disturbing  causes,  which  might  endanger  the  sta- 
bility of   large    structures.     A   competent  knowledge  of 
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these  various  subjects  would  enable  our  architects  to  insure 
the  permanency  of  their  works,  without  involving  the 
expenditure  of  enormous  sums,  either  to  replace  ill  con- 
structed tottering  edifices,  or  to  surmount  imaginary  impossi- 
bilities. 

Other  subjects  of  inquiry,  incidental  to  the  department 
of  art  now  referred  to,  would  also  merit  attention.  An 
understanding  of  the  laws  which  regulate  the  motions  and 
reverberations  of  sound  would  not  be  found  unprofitable  to 
those  who  construct  halls  for  the  sessions  of  legislative  and 
judicial  bodies.  Exemplifications  of  this  statement  are  but 
too  well  known  at  the  seat  of  Government. 

Many  of  the  truths  which  experimental  research  might 
develop  would  be  equally  applicable  to  every  species  of 
architecture,  whether  civil,  military,  or  naval.  Many  would 
have  reference  chiefly  to  buildings  on  land,  while  others 
would  pertain  exclusively  to  submarine  constructions,  such 
as  the  foundations  of  piers  and  docks,  sea-walls  and  break* 
waters. 

7*  That  the  country  has  such  an  interest  in  the  inventive 
genius  of  its  citizens  as  would  authorize  the  establishment 
of  an  institution  capable  of  testing  the  value,  as  well  as  of 
proving  the  novelty,  of  any  invention,  seems  to  have  beea 
ftilly  admitted  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

Several  appropriations  have,  indeed,  already  been  made 
for  special  purposes  of  this  nature,  and  others  have  beea 
recently  asked,  for  objects  highly  deserving  of  cotisidera* 
tion,  as  connected  with  the  welfare  and  safety  of  the  public^ 
The  advantages  to  be  expected  from  this  particular  applica* 
tion  of  scientific  labor  are  not  limited  to  any  one  great 
intierest.  In  every  branch  of  the  public  service,  inventions 
and  improvements  may  be  found  beneficial,  and  in  all  of 
them  may  investigations  be  deemed  necessary,  before  an 
impartial  decision  can  be  anticipated. 

8.  The  bearing  of  numerous  investigations  on  the  vast 
and  complicated  interests  of  commerce^  is,  perhaps,  too 
obvious  to  require  even  the  slightest  elucidation.  What- 
ever facilitates  navigation,  such  as  improvements  iti  steam- 
boats or  other  vessels;  whatever  diminishes  the  risks 
attendant  on  its  prosecution,  as  improvements  in  charts^ 
beacons,  light-houses,  telegraphs,  and  life-boats,  and  what- 
ever transmits  rapidly  information,  or  funds,  or  persons,  or 
merchandise,  is  essentially  interwoven  with  the  prosperity 
of  commerce. 

9.  And  since  all  the  facilities  and  improvements  in  com- 
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merce,  all  the  elements  and  productions  and  moving  forces 
of  nature,  all  the  inventions  of  ingenuity,  all  the  obscure 
movements  of  mining  industry,  all  the  skill  of  the  architect, 
aD  the  science  of  the  engineer,  and  all  the  productions  of 
the  agriculturist,  are,  directly  or  indirectly,  conducive  to 
the  manufacturing  and  mechanical  interests  of  the  country, 
there  cannot  exist  a  doubt  of  the  value,  to  those  interestSy  of 
an  ioBtitntion  for  researches  in  practical  science. 

It  is  by  no  means  supposed  by  your  memorialist  that  aU 
the  ramincations  of  each  of  the  great  interests,  which  have 
now  been  shown  to  have  a  stake  in  the  advancement  of 
UBeiiil  knowledge,  would  come  simultaneously  under  inves- 
tigation. Researches  in  each  would  naturally  follow  in  the 
order  of  its  relative  importance,  and  of  the  racilities  for  its 
examination.  To  obtain  these  facilities  would  be  a  primary 
8tep  in  the  operations  of  the  establishment. 

The  folindation  of  an  institution  for  practical  science  is, 
in  iteelf,  no  novel  project  for  the  enlightened  Government 
of  a  cililized  nation  to  entertain.  What  an  intelligent 
strao^r  mijs^ht,  perhaps,  consider  more  remarkable  in  the 
^  18  the  &ct  that  so  long  a  period  has  been  allowed  to 
di^  without  witnessing  an  attempt  to  erect  in  our 
country  such  an  institution.  If  examples  were  required 
we  might  find  them  in  England,  in  her  Royal  Institution 
*nd  Society  of  Arts ;  in  Scotland,  in  the  Andersonian  In- 
stitution, at  Glasgow ;  in  France,  in  her  Polytechnic  School 
•nd  School  of  Mines ;  and  in  Prussia,  in  her  "  Gewerb- 
v«rein "  at  Berlin.  To  these  might  be  added  some  local 
^bliahments  in  our  own  country.  But  even  if  no  prece- 
^nt  existed,  it  would  be  no  valid  argument  against  a 
nieaeure  prompted  by  reason,  recommended  by  utility, 
wnctioned  by  our  national  position,  and  demanded  by  so 
niany  important  public  interests. 

^  For  the  accomplishment  of  an  object  so  comprehensive  in 
its  design,  a  considerable  amount  of  means  would  doubtless 
l^i^mred ;  and  your  memorialist  would  have  hesitated  to 
^fer  at  this  time  his  views  on  a  plan  for  augmenting  the 
public  expenditures,  had  such  been  deemed  a  necessary 
consequence.  And  though  tirralj'^  persuaded  that,  either  for 
the  public  or*  for  indiviSuals,  no  fund  is  more  safe  or  pro- 
ductive than  that  of  useful  knowledge,  and  that  in  none 
other  could  a  more  judicious  investment  bo  made,  yet  it  is 
believed  that  even  the  admission  of  these  truths  is  not 
J^uired  in  order  to  obtain  means  applicable  to  the  purposes 
DOW  contemplated. 

A  considerable  fund  has  been  represented  as  likely  to  be 
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fioon  forthcoming,  throash  the  hands  of  an  agent  specially 
delegated  to  Europe,  unaer  provision  of  law  for  that  service, 
to  obtain  a  legacy  left  to  the  United  States,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  founding  an  institution  for  the  "  increased  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  among  men."  While,  therefore,  vour 
memorialist  would  solicit  your  honorable  bodies  to  estaolish 
by  law  an  institution  for  the  purposes  herein  contemplated, 
he  would  also  respectfully  submit  the  propriety  of  inquiring 
whether  such  purposes  be  not  the  most  appropriate  to 
which  the  Smithsonian  legacy  can  be  devoted,  whenever 
the  same  shall  have  been  received  in  the  United  States; 
and  should  this  be  determined  in  the  affirmative,  then  to 
apply  said  legacy  to  the  carrying  into  execution  of  said  law^ 
and  to  the  promotion  of  the  several  objects  herein  set  forth. 
Respectfully  submitted,  Walter  R.  Johnson. 

House  of  Representatives,  January  9,  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  on  two  messages  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  it 
was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Charles  Lewis  Fleischmann  be  printed) 
and  that  the  drawings  accompanying  the  same  be  lithographed. 

The  following  is  the  memorial  : 

Patent  Office,  Washington,  December  8,  1888. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  Assembled  .• 

The  memorial  of  Charles  Lewis  Fleischmann,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  respectfully  represents : 

That  your  memorialist  had  the  honor  of  laying  before 
Congress,  at  their  last  session,  (see  Doc.  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  25th  Congress,  2d  session,  No.  334,)  a  me- 
morial on  the  subject  of  agriculture,  in  which  he  endeavored 
to  show  the  utility  and  importance  of  establishing  an  agri- 
cultural school  at  the  seat  of  Government ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  he  entertained  doubts  whether  Congress  were 
constitutionally  empowered  to  effect  so  desirable  an  object. 
This  object,  however,  can  now  be  attained  without  involv- 
ing any  constitutional  questions,  as  Congress  has  come  into 
the  possession  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  for  •"  the  diffusion 
of  hiowledge  among  mankind  ;'^  a  bequest  bestowed  in  terms 
so  general  that  it  cannot  fail  to  embrace  the  object  of  this 
memorial,  and  it  is  left  solely  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to 
designate  the  particular  branch  of  knowledge  which  they 
may  please  to  select,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect 
the  intention  of  the  testator,  and  thus  attain  the  end  of  his 
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enlightened  philanthropy,  and  accomplish  the  object  of  his 
mnnifioent  benefaction. 

Ab  the  Government  are  annually  adding  vast  tracts  of 
vdoahle  lands  to  the  public  domain,  Congress  will  doubt- 
leeB  regard  the  consideration  of  agriculture  as  among  its ' 
first  duties,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  important  means  of 
promoting  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  country — a 
oountry  blessed  beyond  all  others  by  the  bounty  of  nature 
Uidthe  patriotism  of  its  citizens,  and  surpassed  in  the  free- 
dom of  her  institutions  only  by  the  diversity  and  fertility  of 
her  soil. 

It  is  a  self-evident  proposition,  that  agriculture  is  the 
basis  of  civilization  as  well  as  population.  A  neglect  of 
this  great  truth  has  doomed  the  aborigines  of  this  country 
again  to  the  desert,  and  dwindled  down  their  countless 
hosts  to  a  few  feeble  tribes — ^a  few  solitary  and  starving 
stragglers,  roaming  at  large,  like  the  beasts  of  prey  they 
once  pursued  in  the  chase. 

The  Romans,  though  a  warlike  nation,  considered  agri- 
culture as  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  their  wealth  and 
^elfitre,  and  regarded  its  systematical  pursuit  as  both  honor- 
able and  patriotic.  Cincinnatus  was  twice  called  from  his 
plough  to  the  consulship,  and  once  to  the  dictatorship ;  re- 
^niiDg  each  time  again  to  his  plough. 
,  The  American  Cincinnatus,  who  has  so  well  earned  the 
title  of  "  Father  of  his  country"  resembled  the  Roman  patriot 
not  less  in  his  principles  and  pursuits  than  his  fortunes  and 
bonors.  Twice  called  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  his  country, 
*nd  once  to  the  chieftancy  of  her  armies,  he  returned  again 
and  again  to  his  plough. 

The  Governments  of  Europe  in  the  8th  century,  to  save 
4e  soil  from  deterioration,  and  prevent  emigration,  were 
obliged  to  establish  by  law  the  "  three-field  systerrtj^  viz :  fel- 
low, wheat  or  rye,  and  barley  or  oats ;  which  may  still  be 
traced  in  France  and  Germany.  To  this  law  Europe  owes 
ber  advanced  state  of  civilization. 

As  the  population  became  more  dense,  a  higher  degree  of 
faiowledge  in  agriculture  was  required,  and  several  eftbrts 
were  made  to  accomplish  it :  among  others,  the  establishing 
of  professorships  in  universities,  to  teach  agriculture  to 
statesmen,  lawyers,  theologians,  and  physicians.  This  gave 
rise  to  the  perfection  of  agriculture  as  a  science ;  but  as 
universities  are  not  calculated,  in  many  respects,  to  educate 
^culturists,  agricultural  schools  were  established,  to  illus- 
^te  theory  by  practice,  which  had  the  desired  effect. 

This  brief  historical  sketch  shows  the  gradual  rise  of 
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European  agricultare,  which  the  science  of  chemistry  and 
physiology  is  now  bringing  to  the  greatest  perfection. 

Let  us  now  compare  the  general  system  of  agriculture  of 
this  country  with  that  of  Europe,  and  we  shall  find  that  the 
one  adopted  here  is  the  system  of  deterioration  and  emigra- 
tion. 

That  the  effect  of  such  a  system  will  and  must  have  a 
very  injurious  influence  on  the  prosperity  of  a  count rv,  is 
obvious.  Unfortunately,  the  cause  does  not  arise  alone 
from  the  insufficient  knowledge  of  agriculture,  but  also 
from  the  passion  for  wealth. 

Wealth  has  always  been  the  object  of  the  ambition  of 
individuals  as  well  as  of  nations,  notwithstanding  the  sound 
arguments  of  moralists.  This  passion,  however,  kept  in 
proper  limits,  ^ves  impulse  to  prosperity ;  but  as  soon  as 
it  degenerates  into  wila  speculations,  it  is  then  the  greatest 
obstacle  to  the  liberty,  independence,  and  prosperity  of 
mankind. 

But  when  wealth  is  produced  by  agriculture,  it  banishes 
idleness  and  the  vices  connected  with  it;   it  renders  the 

Sreatest  portion  of  the  population  strong,  healthy,  and  in- 
ustrious ;  it  is  the  source  of  domestic  happiness  and  con- 
tentment, and  of  all  the  other  social  virtues;  it  renders 
nations  powerful;  it  attaches  its  citizens  to  their  native 
soil,  and  the  success  of  the  national  affairs  is  their  highest 
interest. 

To  direct  the  besetting  passion  for  wealth  properly,  and 
to  promote  the  prosperity  of  every  individual  as  well  as  of 
the  whole  nation,  it  is  necessary  to  teach  the  great  mass  of 
the  population  fthe  agricultural  class)  how  to  gain  the 
greatest  clear  ana  annual  profit,  under  all  existing  circum- 
stances, from  agriculture ;  and  what  will  be  the  most  effi- 
cient means  of  checking  the  rapidly  increasing  evil  of 
exhausting  and  abandoning  the  soil. 

The  prosperity  of  the  whole  Union  has  not,  hitherto,  it 
seems,  suffered  by  this  system  of  unsteadiness ;  but  that  is 
no  proof  of  the  welfare  of  the  separate  States ;  for,  in  pro- 

gortion  as  the  far  west  improves  and  prospers,  the  Atlantic 
tates  are  declining ;  and  it  shows  that  the  welfare  of  a 
State  depends  on  the  stability  of  its  cultivators,  contented 
with  their  portion,  and  manifesting  a  determination  to  iden- 
tify themselves  with  the  land  of  their  fathers,  (not  thirsting 
after  supposed  fairylands,  cultivated  without  labor ;)  a  living 
example  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  wealthy  sons  of  the 
keystone  State,  Pennsylvania. 
It  would  be  ridiculous  to  suggest  the  improvement  of  ag- 
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ricultare  iu  this  country  by  laws,  amoiiff  a  free,  independent, 
and  enlightened  people,  who  are  already  aware  of  the  want 
<^  instruction,  and  are  seeking  for  it.  The  different  State 
Qoveraments,  the  agricultural  societies,  and  the  agricultural 
journals,  have  all  signally  promoted  the  interests  of  differ- 
ent branches  of  agriculture ;  it  wants  only  the  knowledge 
of  the  means  of  putting  the  improved  parts  of  this  great  and 
uwfiil  machine  together,  so  that  every  part  may  operate  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  science,  to  produce  the  desired  effect. 

A  beginning  only  is  wanted,  and  the  science  of  agricul- 
ture will  spread  over  the  whole  Union,  like  all  useful  im- 
provements. Congress,  always  acting  wisely  for  the  welfare 
of  their  country,  will  doubtless  apply  a  portion  of  the  Smith' 
mkn  legacy  to  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  by  establishing 
an  agruniUural  insiitutionj  which  would  be  an  enduring  monu- 
ffiml  in  honor  of  the  testator. 

;  Your  memorialist,  therefore,  presents  a  plan  of  such  an 
institution,  with  designs  for  the  ouildings,  and  estimates  for 
^I  the  requisites. 

Such  an  institution,  being  the  first  in  the  United  States, 
would  be  the  nursery  of  scientific  agriculturists  for  the 
whole  Union ;  their  education  should  therefore  be  as  perfect 
^  possible,  to  enable  them  to  qualify  themselves  to  serve  as 
<lirector8,  professors,  and  superintendents,  for  similar  estab- 
lishments. 

This  institution  is  calculated  for  one  hundred  pupils ;  and 
^he  number  should  be  increased  by  degrees,  from  the  profit 
of  the  farm. 

The  lectures  should  be  free,  and  the  price  of  board  mod- 
erate, as  half  of  the  number  of  the  pupils  should  be  practi- 
^ly  employed  every  day  on  the  farm. 
^  For  the  convenience  of  medical  attendance  in  cases  of 
sickness,  together  with  the  facility  for  attendance  at  Divine 
worship,  this  institution  should  be  located  within  the  bound- 
^7  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

AOBICULTURAL   INSTITUTION. 

The  object  of  such  an  institution  should  be  to  show  how 
^  gain  the  highest  clear  and  permanent  profit  from  agricul- 
^fe,  under  any  circumstances. 

That  such  results  are  not  efltected  by  the  mere  imitation 
^f  a  certain  tillage  in  every  climate,  of  different  soils  and 
localities,  is  obvious;  it  needs,  therefore,  rules  and  laws, 
founded  on  experience  and  science.  To  design  such  rules 
^Dd  laws,  it  requires  scientific  and  practical  knowledge. 
Therefore,  the  institution  of  an  agricultural  school  must  do 
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theoretical  and  practical.  The  theoretical  instruction  has 
to  extend  not  only  to  the  principal  and  secondary  depart- 
ments, but  also  to  all  the  auxiliary  sciences  which  influence 
agriculture,  directly  or  indirectly,  viz : 

PRINCIPAL  DSPARTMKNT. 

1.  Agronomy^  the  science  which  treats  of  the  different 
primitive  earths,  and  other  substances  of  which  the  soil  is 
composed,  viz :  silex,  alumen,  lime,  magnesia,  iron,  vegeta- 
ble matter,  &c. 

The  naming  of  the  soils,  from  the  mixture  of  the  primi- 
tive earths,  and  their  value,  as  resulting  from  this  mixture* 

n.  Agricvliure^  the  science  teaching  the  cultivation  of  the 
respective  soils,  in  such  manner  as  to  produce  the  most 
perfect  crops.     This  is  divided  into  two  parts : 

.1.  Chemical  agriculture^  treating  of — 

a  Manures  in  general ;  h  Vegetable  manures ;  e  Mineral  manures.         • 

2.  Mechanical  agriculturey  treating  of — 

a  Agricultural  implements.  e  Draining. 

6  Modes  of  ploughing.  /  Irrigation. 

e  The  cultivation  of  new  land.  g  Culture  of  meadows. 

d  Fencing.  A  Culture  of  pasture  lands. 

m.   Vegetable  productionSj  teaching  the  culture  of — 

a  Cereal  grasses.  rial  plants,  oleaginous  plants, 

b  Leguminous  field  plants.  bops,       tobacco,      meaicinal 

c  Plants  cultivated  for  their  roots.  plants,  &c. 

d  Herbage  plants.  g  The  vine. 

e  Grasses.  A  The  mulberry. 

/  Plants  used  in  arts  and  manu-  i  Fruit  trees, 
factures :  such  as  flax,  tincto- 

IV.  Animals  used  or  reared  by  the  agriculturist — 

a  Horses.  knowledge    of    the  different 

6  Mules.  kinds  of  wool. 

G  Cattle —  e  Breeding  and  rearing  swine. 

1.  Dairy.  /  Fowls. 

2.  Fattening.  g  Silkworms. 
d  Sheep,    and    particularly  the      A  Bees. 

V.  JEconomyy  or  the  manner  of  arranging  and  conducting 
a  farm,  treating  of— 

a  Labor  in  general.  nature  and  quantity  of   ma- 

b  Labor  with  horses  and  oxen.  nure  required  for  a  certain 

G  Labor  performed  by  men.  system  of  rotation  of  crops. 

d  Conducting  a  farm.  g  Change  of  system. 

<  Book-keeping.  A  The  different  systems  of  rotations. 
/  The  arrangement  of  a  farm  ;  the 

SECONDARY   COMPARTMENT. 

1.  Veterinary. 

2.  Technological  agriculture,  such  as  the  making  of  sugar 

from  beets,  making  cider,  burning  lime,  &c. 
8.  Culture  of  forest  trees. 
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4.  Agricaltural  architectnrey  and 

5-  Civil  engineering,  aa  connected  with  agriculture. 

AUXILIABT  8CIVKGS8. 

1.  Chemistry. 

2.  Natural  philosophy. 

8.  Alineralogy  and  geology. 

4.  fiotany  and  physiology  of  plants. 

fi.  2oolog3\ 

6-  Study  of  the  properties  of  the  atmosphere. 

7.  Alathematical  sciences — 

a  Arithmetic. 

b  Theoretical  and  practical  geometry. 

e  Mechanics. 

8.  Drawing  of  machines,  animals,  plants,  and  landscapes. 

To  illustrate  the  sciences,  there  should  be — 
!•   -An  extensive  farm,  with  a  field  for  experiments,  work- 
shops, beet-su^r  manufactory,  mill,  &c. 
2.    ^  botanical  garden. 
8-    ^  collection  of  the  best  and  most  approved  imple* 

ments,  or  models  of  them. 
^    -A  library. 
6«    Ji,  collection  of  minerals,  properly  arranged,  according 

to  their  chemical  characters,  and  with  relation  to 

their  dififerent  soils. 
6-    An  apparatus  for  mathematical  and  physical  instruc-, 

tion. 
7*   A  collection  of  skeletons  of  domestic  animals,  for  the 

study  of  comparative  anatomy  and  the  veterinary 

art. 
8-  A  collection  of  insects. 

9.  A  collection  of  seeds. 

10.  A  laboratory,    with    apparatus  for  chemical  experi- 
ments. 

TBB  TABIC 

Serves  for  the  practical  accomplishment  of  the  theory.  It 
is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  give  a  practical  illustration 
of  all  the  objects  and  manipulations  treated  of  in  the  course 
of  the  lectures,  and  according  to  the  different  periods  and 
seasons. 

The  husbandry  of  such  an  institution  must,  therefore,  be 
extensive  and  complicated,  so  as  to  show  all  branches  of 
a^culture  in  their  full  extent.  The  operations  which  are 
not  possible  to  be  shown  on  a  large  scale  should  be  exhib- 
ited on  the  experimental  field.    It  should  contain  : 

640  acres  of  landy  for  cultivationy  which  should  be  divided 
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in  two  equal  portions,  to  show  two  different  systems  of  .ro- 
tations. First,  a  system  which  has  for  its  object  to  ^ain  as 
many  different  products  as  possible,  and  to  procure  the  ma- 
nure by  stallfeeding ;  a  system  which  is  favorable  where 
labor  and  capital  are  plenty,  land  valuable,  and  a  ready 
market  for  the  vegetable  and  animal  products. 

Rotation  for  the  above-mentioned  system,  viz :  1,  sugar- 
beet,  potatoes,  turnips,  &c.,  with  manure;  2,  barley;  8, 
clover;  4,  wheat;  6,  Indian  corn,  with  manure;  6,  wheat; 
7,  tares  and  oats ;  8,  rye. 

The  second  5y5<em,  favorable  when  labor  and  capital' are 
scarce,  land  plenty,  and  the  object  a  grazing  farm.  The  ro- 
tation of  crops  for  this  system  would  be,  viz :  1,  Indian 
corn,  with  manure;  2,  barley;  3,  clover;  4,  wheat;  5,  grass; 
6,  grass ;  7,  grass ;  8,  oats. 

As  rotation  of  crops  depends  upon  the  soil,  climate,  and 
many  other  circumstances,  two  rotations  are  given  here,  for 
illustration,  to  enable  us  to  estimate  the  probable  want  of 
cattle,  &c. 

100  acres  of  meadow^  to  show  how  natural  meadows  can  be 
improved  by  draining,  irrigation,  manuring,  &c. 

80  acres  pasturage,  to  show  the  difterence  between  artifi- 
cial and  natural  pasture,  and  the  manner  of  improving  it. 

A  vineyard  of  4  acres,  for  the  culture  of  the  indigenous 
and  foreign  vine ;  the  manner  of  making  wine. 

A  hop'garde7i  of  4  acres,  to  show  the  culture  of  the  best 
lands,  the  manner  of  taking  the  crop,  drying,  and  bagging. 

For  experimental  fields  J  40  acres,  to  show  the  culture  of  all 
plants  useful  in  agriculture ;  to  try  new  kinds ;  and  also  for 
experiments  on  manure,  rotation  of  crops,  and  new  agricul- 
tural implements. 

A  vegetable  garden,  6  acres,  for  the  supply  of  the  institution, 
and  to  show  the  different  varieties  of  vegetables  useful  in 
husbandry,  and  the  best  culture  of  them. 

A  mulberry  plantation  of  6  acres,  which  should  contain  all 
the  varieties  of  the  mulberry,  to  show  the  culture  of  them, 
and  would  serve  also  to  supply  the  cocoonery  with  leaves. 

An  orchard  and  nursery  of  20  acres.  The  greatest  portion 
of  this  area  should  be  destined  for  a  nursery  to  show  the 
manner  of  raising  and  improving  fruit  trees.  The  fruits  of 
the  orchard  should  supply  the  establishment,  and  show  the 
process  of  making  cider. 

500  acres  of  wood-land,  to  supply  the  establishment  with 
fuel,  and  to  show  the  culture  of  forest  trees,  (a  knowledge 
very  much  wanted  in  the  United  States,)  the  manner  of 
burning  charcoal,  &c. 
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A  fx^tankal  garden  of  8  cusres  should  contain  .all  indigenous 
plants,  which  might  be  probably  useful,  and  introduced  in 
a^cultxire;  also,  the  imported  plants  and  seeds  from  for- 
ago  countries,  by  our  navy  officers,  consuls,  &c.;  the  medi- 
cal plants  for  husbandry,  &c. 

▲  BSKT-SUQAB  MANUrACTORT. 

The  recent  improvement  in  extracting  sugar  from  the 
beet-root  has  so  much  simplified  the  process,  that  it  will 
undoubtedly  become  a  general  business,  so  that  every  farmer 
will  produce  his  own  sugar,  or,  at  least,  raise  and  dry  the 
beet  for  market.  The  object  of  this  institution  should  be 
todifluee  the  knowledge  of  so  important  a  discovery,  and, 
therefore,  it  should  have  a  manufactory  for  extracting  the 
BOgar  from  the  root,  raised  for  that  purpose  by  the  institu- 
tion and  neighborhood. 

A  MILL. 

A  large  institution,  of  this  description,  should  grind  its 
own  flour  and  corn-meal ;  consequently,  it  becomes  neces- 
«uy  to  erect  a  mill,  with  two  pairs  of  stones,  which  will 
also  serve  to  show  the  pupils  the  management  and  construc- 
tion of  mills. 

WORKSHOPS. 

To  ^ve  the  pupils  a  knowledge  of  the  manner  of  con- 
itmctiDg  agricultural  implements,  as  well  as  to  enable  them 
to  estimate  the  costs  of  machines,  buildings,  &c.,  and  to 
apply  the   acquired    theoretical    principles   of   mechanics 
practically,  there  should  be  five  workshops,  viz  : 
Machine  shop, 
"Wagon-maker's  shop, 
Blacksmith's  shop. 
Cooper's  shop,  and 
Carpenter's  shop. 
Each  of  these  shops  should  be  conducted  by  a  skilful  me- 
chanic, who  could  attend  to  the  work  requirea  by  the  estab- 
lishment, as  well  as  teach  the  pupils  the  use  of  tools. 

The  pupils  should  learn  how  to  forge,  to  shoe  a  horse,  to 
make  a  wheel,  or  wagon,  to  stock  a  plough,  and  to  build 
oat-houses.  It  is  not  intended  to  make  them  masters  of 
these  trades,  but  to  enable  them,  in  case  of  necessity,  to 
construct  anything  belonging  to  a  farm. 


8TEAH   KMOINK. 


The  mill,  the  apparatus  of  the  sugar-beet  manufiactory, 
the  straw-cutter,  the  threshing  machine,  the  machinery  of 
the  workshops,  and  the  pump  which  supplies,  througn  a* 
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reservoir,  the  whole  establishment  with  water,  should  be 
put  in  operation  by  an  engine  of  12-hor8e  power. 

BUILDINGS. 

The  buildings  for  such  an  object  should  be  substantial, 
plain,  and  economical.  To  this  establishment  would  be  re- 
quired, viz:  an  institute  or  main  building,  (see  plan,  Nos.  1 
and  2.)  The  annexed  plan  (No.  3)  shows :  (a)  horse  stable, 
(6)  ox  stable,  (c)  calf  stable,  {d)  hospital  stable,  {e)  cow  house, 
(/)  dairy,  root  and  steaming  house,  (g)  piggeries  and  poultry 
house,  (h)  sheep  shed,  (i)  barn  and  stack  yard,  (A)  granary 
and  cart  shed,  (l)  shed  for  the  grist  mill,  straw  cutter,  and 
threshing  machine,  (m)  workshops,  (n)  beet-sugar  manufac- 
tory, (o)  engine  with  reservoir  and  pump,  (p)  bee  house  and 
cocoonery. 

LIVIB  STOCK. 

Working  cattle. — Should  the  two  ^iven  rotations  of  crops 
be  adopted  for  640  acres  of  land  under  cultivation,  14 
horses  and  24  oxen  i?siif)uld  be  required  to  perform  the  nec- 
essary work. 

For  procuring  the  necessary  manure  for  the  two  systems 
already  mentioned,  and  to  show  the  breeding,  rearing,  and 
fattening  of  live  stock,  extensively,  there  should  be — 
2  stud  horses,  (for  light  and  heavy  breeds.) 
16  breeding  mares,  exclusive  of  the  working  horses. 
160  neat  cattle. 
1,200  sheep. 
50  swine. 
The  live  stock  should  consist  of  the  most  choice  foreign 
and  native  breeds. 


IMPLEMENTS. 


A  collection  of  the  most  important  and  approved  imple- 
ments should  be  at  hand,  viz :  swing  and  wheel  ploughs, 
cultivators,  horse  hoes,  sowing  machine,  harrows,  rollers, 
horse  rakes,  reaping  and  mowing  machine,  carts  and  wag- 
ons, straw  cutter,  threshing  machine,  corn  sheller,  root 
chopper,  harnesses,  &c. 

PERSONS  REQUISITE  TO  MANAGE  THIS  INSTITUTION. 

A  Directory  who  should  have  the  entire  control  over  the 
whole  establishment. 

A  Treasurer  and  two  clerks^  to  keep  the  accounts,  and 
attend  to  all  the  transactions  of  the  institution. 

For  the  tuition  of  the  pupils^  there  should  be  five  professors^ 
and  a  teacher  for  the  lower  branches,  exclusive  of  the  direc* 
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tor,  who  should  lecture  on  the  higher  branches  of  agricul- 
ture. 

Thepracticid  manipulations  are  illustrated  by — 

A  Buperintendent  of  the  farm. 

A  superintendent  of  the  stables,  who  also  teaches  riding 
judd  breaking  horses. 
-    A  superintendent  of  the  sugar-beet  manufactory. 

A  machinist. 

A  gardener. 

A  shepherd. 

The  domestic  affiiirs  of  the  institution  should  be  attended 
to  by  a  steward. 

The  prosperity  of  such  an  institution  depends  entirely  on 
the  director,  who  must  have  received  a  theoretical  and 
practical  education  at  an  agricultural  school,  and  must  have 
enriched  his  knowledge  by  extensive  practice  and  by  travel- 
ing. He  should  be  acquainted  with  the  principal  living 
hmgoages,  to  inform  himself  and  his  pupils  of  the  progress 
<rf  agriculture  in  other  countries. 

The  professors  should  be  well  versed  in  their  sciences, 
and  acquainted  with  agriculture ;  as  the  tuition  of  a  science, 
^  regard  to  the  practical  applications,  demands  not  only 
an  entire  knowledge  of  the  sciences,  but  also  of  the  object 
to  which  it  is  applied. 

The  superintendents  of  the  different  branches  should  be 
practical  men,  and  free  from  the  prejudice  of  book-farming. 

Every  individual  connected  with  the  establishment  shoula 
possess  the  best  moral  character. 

Conditions  of  admisaion. 

Every  applicant  for  admission  should  present  a  certificate 
of  his  moral  character,  and  be  examinee!,  possessing  an  or- 
dinary English  education,  and  capable  of  comprehending  a 
popular  course  of  lectures.  Physical  strength  being  requi- 
site to  perform  the  work  required  on  the  farm,  they  should 
be  at  least  of  the  age  of  14  years. 

The  number  of  pupils  should  not  exceed  100  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  institution,  and  should  be  divided  into 
three  classes. 

The  free,  or  third  class,  not  exceeding  20  in  number, 
should  obligate  themselves  to  stay  two  years,  and  perform 
the  work  ot  the  farm,  where  they  should  receive  board  and 
lodging  free,  ever}'  evening  have  a  lecture  on  the  work  per- 
formed during  the  day,  and  also  be  exercised  in  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic.  Their  employment  should  be  so 
arranged  that  every  one  may  become  acquainted  with  all 
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the  different  branches  of  the  institution.  Should  the  pupils 
of  this  class  desire  to  enter  a  higher  class  after  the  first 
year,  they  should  prove  their  capacity  by  an  examination ; 
and  they  will  then  be  obliged,  like  the  pupils  of  the  second 
and  first  classes,  to  pay  for  board. 

The  second  class,  not  exceeding  60  in  number,  should 
stay  two  years,  to  acquire  a  theoretical  and  practical  knowl- 
edge of  agriculture,  and  all  the  branches  connected  with  it. 
The  pupil  of  this  class  is  obliged  to  attend  to  the  different 
work  every  other  day.  Should  a  pupil  of  this  class  desire 
to  enter  the  first  class,  he  should  be  examined  as  to  his 
capacity. 

The  first  class,  intended  for  20  pupils.  In  this  class 
should  such  pupils  only  be  admitted  as  have  been  two  years 
in  the  second  class,  and  desire  to  perfect  themselves  as  pro- 
fessors for  similar  establishments.  The  pupils  of  this  dass 
should  have  the  superintendence  of  other  pupils. 

Order  of  the  day. 

The  signal  for  the  hour  of  rising  and  retiring,  as  well  as 
for  the  different  meals,  and  the  commencement  and  termi- 
nation of  the  work,  should  be  given  by  a  bell. 

The  hour  for  rising,  in  spring  and  summer,  should  be 
lialf  past  4  o'clock ;  in  fall  and  winter,  half  past  5  o'clock. 

One  quarter  of  an  hour  after  rising,  the  bell  should  ring 
for  breakfast ;  after  which,  the  pupils  proceed  to  their  dit 
ferent  occupations  in  the  stables,  field,  barn,  garden,  work- 
shops, &c.,  according  to  directions  given  the  evening  before. 

At  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  pupils  should  be  summoned  by 
the  bell  from  their  work,  to  their  rooms,  when  they  pre- 
pare themselves  for  dinner,  and  having  a  recess  until  1 
o'clock  p.  m.,  at  which  Ifbur  the  pupils  return  to  their  work, 
during  the  spring,  fall,  and  winter  seasons ;  and  at  3  o'clock 
p.  m.  during  the  summer  season,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  day. 

The  bell  should  ring  for  supper  during  the  spring,  sum- 
mer, and  fall,  at  6  o'clock;  during  the  wmter,  at  5  crclock; 
which  would  give  recess  till  7  o'clock,  when  supper  should 
be  ready. 

After  supper,  at  about  eight  o'clock,  all  the  pupils  dhoald 
proceed  to  the  museum,  where  the  report  of  the  day-work 
is  read  and  illustrated ;  and,  at  the  same  time  the  order  for 
the  next  day's  work  is  communicated  to  the  pupils  who 
have  remained  at  home.     They  remain  till  9  o'clock,  em- 

Eloyed  in  writing  their  journals,  and  reading,  &c.,  at  which 
our  the  bell  should  ring  for  bed. 
Half  of  the  number  of  the  pupils  should  each  day  be 
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script  from  out-door  work,  and  reinam  at  home,  engaged 
in  theoretical  studies.  Tliey  aaacmble,  after  having  taken 
Ireakfest  with  the  rest  of  the  pnpils,  at  the  museum,  where 
tliej  fltudy  their  leseons.  At  7  o'clock  n.  m,  in  fall  and 
irixjler,  and  at  6  o'clock  a.  m.  in  euinmer  and  spring,  they 
(ixould  proceed  to  the  riding  school  and  horse  stable,  where 
fiiej  receive  lectures  on  horsemanship,  and  breeding  horses, 

After  this,  thej  should  return  to  the  lecture  rooms,  where 
lectures  on  tiie  different  sciences  are  given  until  11  o'clock. 

-At  half  past  11  o'clock  a.  tn.  they  should  take  dinner 
iritli  the  rest  of  the  pupils,  and  have  recess  until  1  o'clock, 
when  the  regular  lectures  recommence,  till  6  o'clock  p.  ra. 

Sapper  at  7  o'clock,  as  already  mentioned. 

On  Sundays  the  pupils  will  be  accompanied  to  church  by 
their  professors. 

Ettimait  of  coat, 


$40,Hl)0 


IW»  iiock _-,--- 

mplenonli,  hnrnpeeeE,  a  lar^  bBlsnce  icsle,  Ac 5,000 

AppsntUB  of  the  beet-augar  manufactory 4,01)0 

griVtniill 1,500 

romp,  water  reservoir,  and  hjdranta-  800 

ftewin  «Drlne  of  12-horse  power 1,500 

Ifrola,  latlles  for  worksbope 600 

Ubrwy.^ 1,500 

Ttkysical  and  chemical  apparatus,  collection  of  mineralB,  In- 

••«rt«,  Bkeletons,  &c 8,000 

Floating  capital _ - —  20,000 

Mahing $168,700 

The  expense  for  a  steward,  and  servants  required  for  the 
service  of  the  pupils  and  professors,  should  be  paid  from 
th«  income  of  board. 

The  treasurer  and  clerks,  the  superintendents  of  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  farm,  should  be  paid  from  the  reve^ 
Due  of  the  farm,  of  the  manufactory,  &c. ;  and  the  surplus 
Aoold  be  applied  for  the  accommodation  of  more  pupils, 
Gn  the  increase  of  the  hbrary,  apparatus,  &c. 

lie  Hilarj- of  the  director  should  be —     f'2,000 

Tb«t»l«j  of  five  profewotB 5,000 

InJlhilof  a  teacher BOO 

Mshing $7,600 

wrinsive  of  free  board  and  lodging;  which,  together  with 
the  salaries,  would  require  a  capital  of  $140,000,  at  6  per 
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The  total  sum  required  for  this  institution  would  amount 
to  $298,700. 

Charles  Lewis  Fleischmann^ 

Oradtuite  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  School  of  Barvaria^ 

and  a  eiiixen  of  the  United  StaUe, 

House  op  Representatives,  January  11, 1839. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  that  it  had  passed  a  resolu- 
tion (No.  7)  concerning  the  legacy  bequeathed  by  Mr.  James 
Smithson,  of  London,  to  the  United  States. 

House  op  Representatives,  January  12,  1839. 

The  concurrent  resolution  from  the  Senate  (No.  7)  "  con- 
cerning the  legacy  bequeathed  by  Mr.  James  Smithson,  of" 
London,  to  the  .United  States,  in  trust,  for  an  institution  of" 
learning,  to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Washington;'*  wa&. 
read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Ogle,  Mr.  Charles  Shepard^ 
Mr.  Holt,  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Hunter  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Kennedy,  ana  Mr. 
Ghtrland  of  Virginia,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

House  op  Representatives,  January  14, 1839. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Kbim, 

Resolved^  (the  Senate  concurring  therein.)  That  the  joint  committee  on 
the  Smithsonian  hequest  bo  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  es- 
tablishing a  professorship  of  the  German  Language,  as  a  part  of  the  literary 
instruction  in  the  intended  Smithsonian  Institute. 

House  of  Representatives,  January  26, 1839. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the 
Smithsonian  bequest,  reported  the  following  resolutions, 
viz: 

1.  Resolved^  That  the  sum  of dollars,  being  the  amount  deposited 

in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  proceeding  from  the  bequest  of  Jamea 
Smithson  to  the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing, 
at  the  city  of  Washington,  an  institution  to  bear  his  name,  for  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  together  with  what  additional  sum 
or  sums  may  hereafter  accrue  from  the  same  bequest,  and  so  much  of  the 
interest  as  has  become,  or  may  become  due  on  the  nrst  named  principal  sum, 

until  the day  of ,  ought  to  bo  constituted  a  permanent  fund,  to  be 

invested  in  a  corporate  body  of  trustees,  to  remain  under  the  pledge  of 
faith  of  the  United  States,  undiminished  and  unimpaired. 

2.  Reeolvedj  That  the  said  fund  ought  so  to  be  invested  that  the  faith  of 
the  United  States  shall  bo  pledged  for  its  preservation  unimpaired,  and  for 
its  yielding  an  interest,  or  income,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  a  year,  to  be 
appropriated,  from  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  to  the  declared  purpose  of 
the  founder  ;  and  that  all  appropriations  so  made  shall  bo  exclusively  from 
the  interest  or  income  of  the  fund,  and  not  from  any  part  of  the  principal 
thereof. 

8.  Resolved^  That  the  first  appropriations  from  the  interest,  or  income,  of 
the  Smithsonian  fund,  ought  to  bo  for  the  erection  and  establishment,  at 
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tk*  dty  of  Wmihington,  of  an  astronomical  observatoryi  provided  with  the 

bait  and  most  approved  instruments  and  books  for  the  continual  observa- 

tioD,  eslcolationy  and  recording  of  tlie  remarkable  phenomena  of  the 

beaveni ;  for  the  periodical  publication  of  the  observations  thus  made ;  and 

of  a  naatical  almanac  for  the  use  of  the  mariners  of  the  United  States  and 

oif  all  other  navigating  nations. 

Tbe  8aid  resolutions  were  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the^  Smithsonian  bequest,  reported  the  following  resolution ; 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz : 

RetUudf  (the  Senate  concurring  herein,)  That  the  Joint  Committee  of 
t>oth  Eooses  on  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson  be  authorized  to  employ  a 
^lerk,  and  to  cause  to  be  printed  such  papers  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

OriUredf  That  the  cleris  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  the 
*id  moJation. 

HousB  OP  Rbpeesbntativbs,  Jamtary  28, 1839. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  that  the  Senate  have  con- 
corred  in  the  resolution  sent  from  this  House  to  authorize 
^  Joint  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest  to  employ 
*  clerk,  and  to  cause  to  be  printed  such  papers  as  the  com- 
mittee may  deem  necessary. 

House  op  Representatives,  February  16, 1839. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  from  the  committee  on  tibe 
ftniihsonian  bequest,  reported  a  bill  (No.  1160)  to  provide 
fc^ihe  disposal  and  management  of  the  sum  bequeathed  by 
Jimes  Smithson  to  the  United  States,  for  the  establishment 
of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men ;  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported another  bill  (No.  1161)  to  provide  for  the  disposal 
and  management  of  the  sum  bequeathed  by  James  Smith- 
son  to  the  United  States,  for  the  establishment  of  an  insti- 
tution for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men;  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 
committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
State  of  the  Union. 

fThese  bills  appear  in  the  Senate  proceedings  of  Febru- 
ary, 1839,  as  Nos.  292  and  298.] 
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PR0CBBDING8  IN  THB  SENATE. 

Senate,  February  13,  1840. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Kentucky  State  Agricultural  Society,  praying  the  endow- 
ment of  an  agricultural  school  or  college  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  Smithsonian  legacy ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 


PROCBBDINGS  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

House  op  Representatives,  December  30, 1839. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave,  and  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  tor  the  dispo- 
sal and  management  of  the  fund  bequeathed  by  James 
$mithson,  deceased,  to  the  United  States,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowlege  among  men.  Read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  nine  members,  viz : 

Mr.  jQhn  Quincy  Adams,  Mr.  Ogle,  Mr.  Shepard,  Mr.  Garland  of  Vir- 
ginia, Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Albert  Smith  of  Maine,  Mr.  Barnard,  Mr.  Corwinr 
gnd  Mr.  Campbell  of  South  Carolina. 

House  op  Representatives,  February  5,  1840. 

The  following  memorial  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
Washington  on  the  subject  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  was 
referred  to  the  select  committee  upon  the  subject  to  which 
it  relates : 

Mayor's  Office,  V^ashinoton,  January  15,  1840. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  inRtructions  of  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  corporation  of  this  city,  to  represent  their  interests  before  Congress,  X 
have  tne  honor  to  request  you  to  present  the  enclosed  memorial  to  the 
House. 

.  The  great  interest  you  have  taken  in  the  subject  to  which  the  memorial 
relates,  has  induced  the  committee  to  make  this  request. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PsTER  Force. 
Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams, 

House  of  Representatives y  U.  S, 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  corpora* 
Hon  of  Washington,  respectfully  represents  : 

That  they  have  b^en  instructed  to  express  to  your  honorable  bodies  the 
earnest  desire  of  the  city  councils,  as  well  as  of  Washington,  that  the  be- 
nevolent design  of  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  England,  should  be  carried 
into  execution  as  soon  as  practicablo,  by  the  establishment  of  an  institution 
in  their  city  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.  As  this  is  a  mat- 
ter which  more  immediately  concerns  the  people  of  Washington,  whore. 
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lecordiDg  to  the  deBire  and  instruction  of  the  testator,  the  institution  is  to 
be  founded,  they  necessarily  feel  a  deep  solicitude  on  the  subject,  and  are 
anxious  that  Congress  would  take  it  into  serious  and  immediate  considera- 
tion, in  order  that  the  benefit  intended  to  bo  conferred,  may  be  enjoyed  at 
aa  early  a  period  as  possible.    They  need  not  suggest  that,  in  addition  to 
the  intellectual  advantages  of  which  the  contemplated  institution  promises 
to  be  productive,*  it  will  be  the  means,  they  beliove,  of  adding  greatly  to 
the  r^utation  of  the  metropolis,  and  of  giving  to  it  a  new  source  of  attrac- 
tion.  Though  this  motive  may  appear  to  be  selfish,  it  is  nevertheless  one 
▼hid)  all  who  take  an  interest  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  capital 
of  tlieir  country,  must  necessarily  feel.     But  your  memorialists  are  influ- 
oiced  by  loftier  and  philanthropic  motives,  in  wishing  to  see  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Smithson  carried  into  effect.    It  is  impossible  to  calculate  the 
amount  of  good  which  an  institution   |)roperly  founded  and  judiciously 
organized,  as  they  have  no  doubt  this  will  oe,  is  susceptible  of  promoting 
the  improvement  of  the  intellect,  taste,  and  morals  of  the  ^reat  com- 
munity of  this  country  ;  for  though  the  fountain  ma^  be  here,  its  streams 
will  flow  through  all  parts  of  the  republic,  and  fertilize  and  improve  its 
remotest  borders.     It  is  not  for  memorialists  to  point  out  the  character  of 
iQcb  an  institution  as  should  bo  established,  in  accordance  with  the  design 
of  him  who  made  the  bequest,  because  they;  know  it  is  in  much  abler  hands ; 
ud,  therefore,  it  would  be  presumptuous  in  them  to  attempt  it.    All  they 
'  dflnre,  it  to  see  it  speedily  commenced,  and  the  design  fully  carried  out ; 
*i^  in  this  desire,  they  believe  they  are  joined  by  all  who  feel  an  interest 
i>|tike diifttsion  of  human  knowledge,  and  the  intellectual  improvement  of 
Mt  fellow-men. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  pray,  that  for  the  benefit  of  their  country* 
'BflDi  and  the  special  advantage  which  will  result  from  it  to  Washington, 
^nilject  may  claim  the  immediate  attention  of  Congress,  and  that  a  plan 
^jll  be  devised  and  adopted  during  the  present  session,  which  will  accord 
^th  the  intentions  of  the  testator,  and  when  carried  into  execution,  be 
JJIH^nded  with  all  the  blessings  and  advantages  which  are  expected  to  flow 
^  an  institution  already  founded  and  wisely  organized. 
^  ao  they  will  ever  pray. 

PsTER  Force. 
Ch.  W.  Goldsbo rough. 
Geo.  Watterston. 
John  W.  Maury. 
John  Wilson. 
George  Adams. 
Samuel  Btington. 

Mr.  John  Quinoy  Adams  presented  a  memorial  of  Con- 
ftantine  8.  Rafinesque,  of  Pniladelphia,  professor  of  histor- 
ical and  natural  sciences,  praying  that  the  benevolent  in- 
tentions of  James  Smithson  may  be  speedily  realized,  bj^ 
the  immediate  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  diffu- 
sion of  useful  knowledge  amonff  men ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest. 

House  op  Representatives,  Fehntary  21  y  1840. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  Mr.  (^rabb  (who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor)  to  give  way  to  allow  him  to  present  a  report  from  the 
select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest.  It  was  a 
Babject  which  had  excited  a  good  deal  of  public  interest ;  and 
he  merely  wished  to  make  the  report,  and  have  it  printed. 
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which  would  occupy  but  a  few  moments  of  the  time  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Cbabb  said  if  it  was  the  universal  consent  of  the 
House  to  receive  the  report  at  that  time,  he  had  no  olnectioD 
to  give  way  for  the  purpose.     But  objection  was  maae. 

HousB  OP  Repbbsentatives,  March  5, 1840. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  from  the  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  disposal  and  man- 
agement of  the  fund  bequeathed  by  James  omithson  to  Uie 
United  States  for  the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  reported 
an  amendatory  bill,  accompanied  by  a  report,  which  were 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  oi 
the  Union. 

The  report  is  as  follows  ; 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to 
provide  for  the  disposal  and  management  of  the  fund  be- 
queathed by  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States,  for  the 
establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men,  report  the  same  with  sundry 
amendments. 

And  inasmuch  as  the  subject  of  this  bill,  and  the  bequest 
itself,  and  the  institution  to  the  establishment  of  which,  at 
the  city  of  Washington,  it  was  devoted  by  the  testator,  in- 
volve considerations  and  principles  other  than  those  which 
usually  regulate  the  legislation  of  Congress ;  and  as  the 
purposes  of  the  bequest  have,  as  yet,  been  but  iniperfectly 
made  known  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  prob- 
ably to  a  large  portion  of  the  members  of  the  House,  the 
committee  submit  to  the  indulgence  of  the  House  a  state- 
ment of  the  material  facts  which  have  hitherto  occurred  in 
the  tender  of  this  fund  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  their  acceptance  of  it,  and  an  exposition  of  the  motives 
which  have  prevailed  with  the  committee  to  propose  the 
disposal  of  the  fund,  and  the  provisions  for  its  maintenance 
ana  management,  as  they  are  set  forth  in  the  several  sec- 
tions of  the  accompanying  bill. 

Mr.  Adams  then  quotes  message  of  President  Andrew  Jackson,  dated 
December  17, 1835,  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Vail  and  Clarke,  Fynmore  & 
Fladgate,  James  Smithson's  will,  &c.,  and  then  proceeds: 

This  message  was  referred,  in  the  Senate,  to  their  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  which,  on  the  5th  of  January, 
1886,  presented  a  report  favorable  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
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bequest,  and  a  joint  resolution  to  authorize  and  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  assert  and  prosecute,  with 
eflfect,  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  this  bequest,  in  the 
court  of  chancery,  or  other  proper  tribunal  of  England. 
£y  this  joint  resolution,  adopted  on  the  2d  of  May,  1886, 
tbe  &ith  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was 
pledged,  that  any  and  all  sums  of  money  which  should  be 
received  for  or  on  account  of  the  said  legacy  should  be 
applied  to  the  purpose  of  founding  and  endowing  at  Wash- 
ington, under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an 
establishment  for  the  increase  and  difiusion  of  knowledge 
among  men. 

In  Uie  House  of  Representatives  the  same  message  of  the 
President  was,  on  the  2l8t  of  December,  1886,  referred  to 
*  select  committee  of  nine  members,  which,  on  the  19th  of 
January,  1836,  reported  a  bill,  together  with  a  statement  of 
^cts  and  principles  connected  with  the  origin  and  accept- 
ance of  this  bequest,  which  the  present  committee  ask  leave 
^o  refer  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  as  a  part  of  their 
^wn  report. 

Mr.  Adams  here  quotes  his  own  report  of  January  19thy  1886,  and  pro- 


P  The  bill  accompanying  this  report  was,  in  the  House  of 

^y^Jresentatives,  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  joint  resolu- 

^on  which  had  been  received  from  the  Senate.     It  author- 

^^d  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  an  agent 

i^  ^igents  to  prosecute,  in  the  court  of  chancery,  in  England, 

^^^  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Smith- 

j^^,and  to  recover  and  pay  over  the  amount  of  the  same 

j^tx)  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.     This  bill  passed 

-5^    the  House  without  opposition ;  was  concurred  in,  with- 

j  ^^t  amendment,  by  the  Senate  ;  and,  op  the  Ist  of  July, 

•—^36,  received   the   approbation  of  the  President  of  the 

^ited  States. 

The  third  section  of  this  act  is  in  the  following  words  : 

'^'And  be  it  further  enacted j  That  any  and  all  sums  of  money,  and  other'' 

^^  which  shall  be  received  for,  or  on  account  of,  the  said  legacy,  shall 

tpplied  in  such  manner  as  Congress  may  hereafter  direct,  to  the  purpose 

(oQnding  and  endowing,  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smith- 

^^^litn  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 

^  among  men  ;  to  which  application  of  the  said  moneys,  and  other  funds, 

^feith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged." 

_  By  virtue  of  this  act  the  President  of  the  United  States 

^d,  shortly  after  its  passage,  appoint  Richard  Rush,  of 

^nnsylvania,  the  agent  for  recovering  the  funds  in  Eng- 

nd ;  which  was  accordingly  done  by  a  decree  of  the  Eng- 


i 
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lish  court  of  chancery ;  and  on  the  1st  of  September,  1 
the  sum  of  #508,315.46  was  deposited,  in  gold,  at  the 
of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia,  being  the  pro© 
then  recovered  of  the  bequest;  a  further  sum  having 
reserved  by  the  English  court  of  chancery  for  the  pay 
of  a  life  annuity  to  the  mother  of  Henry  James  Hunj 

ford.  

By  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  7th  J^^^^      a 
1838,  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Acad 
of  the  United  States  at  West  Point,  for  the  year  183 
was  enacted — 


X 


**  That  all  the  money  arisiDg  from  the  bequest  of  the  late  James  Sii 
SOD,  of  LoDdon,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  at  Washington,  in  this  Dis^B^ 
an  institution  to  be  denominated  the  SSmithbonian  Institution,  which  : 
paid  into  the  Treasury,  is  hereby  appropriated,  and  shall  be  inves 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  o 
United  States,  in  stocks  of  States,  bearing  interest  at  not  less  than  fiv< 
centum  per  annum ;  which  said  stocks  shall  be  held  by  the  said  Secre 
in  trust,  for  the  uses  specified  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  said  Smr 
son,  until  provision  is  made,  by  law,  for  carrying  the  purpose  of  said  beqt-^ 
into  effect ;  and  that  the  annual  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  afor 
shall  be,  in  like  manner,  invested  for  the  benefit  of  said  Institution." 

Under  this  authority,  thus  granted  before  the  money 
received  into  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu 
did,  on  the  4th  of  September,  1838,  invest  four  hundr 
and  ninetv-nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  by  the  pu 
chase  of  five  hundred  bonds  of  the  State  of  Arkansas 
one  thousand  dollars  each,  bearing  six  per  cent,  interesr 
payable  semi-annually  on  the  1st  of  Januarj^  and  July 
each  year,  from  the  said  4th  of  September ;  and  the  furthe 
sum  of  eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  dolla 
and  sixty-seven  cents  was  applied  to  the  purchase  of  eigh 
bonds  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  bearing  six  per  cent,  intei^^*^ 
est,  payable  semi-annually  on  the  first  Mondays  in  Janua: 
and  July  from  the  1st  of  May,  1838 ;  the  interest  on  all 
these  bonds  being  payable  at  the  city  of  New  York. 

By  these  transactions  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  United 
States  became  creditors  of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  of 
Michigan  to  the  amount  of  the  purchase  of  their  respective 
bonds,  and  made  themselves  responsible  to  the  Smithsonian 
fund  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest 
of  said  bonds ;  the  faith  of  the  United  States  having  been 
already  pledged  for  the  faithful  application  of  the  fund 
itself  to  the  purposes  of  the  testator — the  increase  and  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  among  men. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  a  message  to  both  Houses  of  the  6th  of 
December,  1838,  informed  them  that  the  act  of  the  1st  July, 
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1SS6,  to  enable  the  Executive  to  assert  and  proaecuti-,  with 
effect,  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  legacy  be- 
queathed to  them  by  James  Smithaoii,  bad  received  ita 
entire  esecutioQ  ;  and  that  the  amount  recovered  and  paid 
into  Oie  Treasury  having,  agreeably  to  an  act  of  the  preced- 
ing session,  been  im'ested  in  State  stocks,  he  deemed  it 
proper  to  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  obligation 
devolving  upon  the  United  States  to  lultill  the  object  of  the 
l>equest.  lie  added,  that,  in  order  to  obtain  such  informa- 
tion as  raight  serve  to  facilitate  its  attainment,  the  Secretary 
of  State  had  been  directed  to  apply  to  persons  versed  in 
science,  and  femiliur  with  the  subject  of  public  education,  for 
llieir  views  as  to  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  fund  beet  calcu- 
lated to  meet  the  intention  of  the  testator,  and  prove  most 
beneficial  to  mankind.  Copies  of  the  circular  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  of  the  answers  to  it  received  at  that 
department,  were  eoininunicated  with  the  message  for  the 
t'onsideratiou  of  Congress ;  and  for  the  whole  correspond- 
«nce,  this  committee  respectfully  refer  the  Ilouae  to  docu- 
ment No,  11  t>f  the  Executive  Documents  of  the  3d  Session 
of  the  25tli  Congress. 

On   the  following  day,  (the  7th  of    December,  1838,) 
wotber  message  was  transmitted  by  the  President  to  the 
Huuse  of  Ucpresentatives,  with  reports  from  the  Secretaries 
of  State,  and  of  the  Treasury,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Uouse,  of  the  9tn  of  July  preceding,  requesting 
the  President  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  all  such 
coiantuaicatione,  documents,  &c.,  in  the  possession  of  the 
ExftcutJve,  or  which  could  be  obtained,  as  should  elucidate 
tbi)  origin,  progress,  and  consummation  of  the  process  by 
*liich  the  Smithsonian   bequest  had  been    recovered,  and 
whatever  might  be  connected  with  the  subject.     For  this 
mesBBgo  and  accompanying  documents,  the  committee  refer 
Ihu  House  to  No.  10  of  the  Kxecutive  Documents  of  the  last 
KBsion. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  1838,  these  two  messages,  of 
the  6th  and  7th  of  that  month,  were  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  the  House,  which  proceeded,  at  sundry  meetings, 
to  consider  and  discuss  the  principles  upon  which  it  might 
be  desirable  to  establish  the  foundation  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  so  as  best  to  fulfil  the  benevolent  purpose  of  the 
teHtator;  to  return,  by  the  moat  ettective  acknowledgment, 
the  signal  honor  done  to  our  country  and  her  institutions, 
by  the  commitment  of  this  great  and  most  honorable  trust 
to  the  United  States  of  America;  to  prove  them  worthy  of 
that  trust,  by  the  dignity,  disinterestedness,  and  propriety 
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of  all  their  provisions  for  the  disposal  of  the  funds ;  and^ 
finally,  to  organize  an  establishment  which,  by  its  ultimate 
results,  would,  in  the  impartial  judgment  of  mankind,  our 
own  contemporaries,  and  of  future  ages,  at  once  accomplish 
the  glorious  purpose  of  the  testator — ^tbe  increase  and  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  among  men ;  and  justify  to  the  eyes  of 
posterity  the  confidence  reposed  in  these  United  States  by 
the  testator,  in  selecting  them  for  his  agents  and  trustees  to 
accomplish,  when  he  should  be  no  more  on  earth,  his  great 
design  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  man. 

A  variety  of  projects  for  disposing  of  the  funds  had  been 
presented  by  individuals,  in  memorials  to  the  House,  which 
were  referred  to  the  committee  for  consideration.  !N"o  one 
of  them  appeared  to  the  committee  adapted  to  accomplish 
the  purpose  of  the  testator.  Thev  generally  contemplated 
the  establishment  of  a  school,  college,  or  university.  They 
proposed  expenditures,  absorbing,  in  the  erection  of  build- 
ings, the  capital  of  the  fund  itself,  or  a  very  large  portion 
of  it,  leaving  little  or  nothing  to  be  invested  as  a  perpetual 
annuity  for  future  and  continual  appropriations,  contribut- 
ing to  the  improvement  of  future  ages,  as  well  as  of  the 
E resent  generation ;  and  in  most  of  the  projects  there  might 
e  perceived  purposes  of  personal  accommodation  and  emol- 
ument to  the  projector,  more  adapted  to  the  promotion  of 
his  own  interest  than  to  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men. 

The  committee,  from  the  earliest  of  their  meetings,  had 
agreed  that,  in  the  report  to  be  made  to  the  House,  it  should 
be  recommended  that  no  part  of  the  fiinds  should  be  applied 
to  the  establishment  or  support  of  any  school,  college,  uni- 
versity, or  ecclesiastical  establishment.  They  had  also 
agreed  to  recommend,  as  a  fundamental  principle  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  institution  and  the  management  of  its 
funds,  that  the  capital  amount  of  the  bequest  should  be  pre- 
served entire  and  unimpaired,  so  invested  as  to  yield  an  in- 
come of  six  per  cent,  a  year ;  which  income  only  should  be 
annually  appropriated  by  Congress,  and  a  considerable  por- 
tion even  of  those  appropriations  be  constituted  as  funds, 
from  the  interest  of  which  expenditures  applicable  to  the 
purposes  of  the  bequest  might  be  provided  for,  and  the  cap- 
ital of  the  bequest  itself  be  annually  rather  increased  than 
diminished. 

While  the  committee  of  the  House  were  engaged  in  de- 
liberating upon  the  means  of  carrying  into  effect  these  prin- 
ciples by  special  enactment,  to  be  proposed  in  their  report, 
on  the  12th  of  January,  1839,  the  subject  was  taken  up  for 
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conaderation  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  At  the 
motion  of  a  distinguished  member  of  that  body,  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution  was  adopted : 

S/BKiMi  hy  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Representatives  concurring,)  That 

i  joint  committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  seveD  members  of  the  Senate, 

•id  tacb  a  number  of  said  House  as  they  shall  appoint,  to  consider  the  ex- 

iwdieocyof  providing  an  institution  of  learning,  to  be  established  in  the 

o^  of  Washington,  for  the  application  of  the  legacy  bequeathed  by  James 

Sfflithson,  of  London,  to  the  tlnited  States,  in  trust  for  that  purpose ;  also, 

tooDOiider  the  expediency  of  a  charter  for  such  institution,  together  with  the 

powers  and  privileges  which,  in  their  opinion,  the  said  charter  ought  to 

^ofer*;  iIbo,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  ways  and  means  to  be  provided 

»J  Congress,  other  than  said  legacy,  but  in  addition  thereto,  and  in  aid  of 

^  benevolent  intention  ;  and  to  report  by  bill  or  bills  in  the  premises. 

This  resolution  superseded  at  once  all  that  had  been  done 
V  the  House  and  its  committee  upon  the  two  messages  of 
^he  President  of  the  6th  and  7th  of  December,  1838.  It 
5<>iitemplated  an  institution  of  learning  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
'^gton,  the  establishment  of  which  should  not  only  absorb 
«^c  whole  fund  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Smithson,  but  large  ap- 
propriations of  the  public  moneys  of  the  nation. 

In  deference,  however,  and  courtesy  to  the  Senate,  the 
House  immediately  concurred  in  their  resolution ;  and  the 
Bame  members  to  whom,  as  a  select  committee  of  the  House, 
ttie  two  messages  of  the  President  had  been  referred,  were 
appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  under 
^e  joint  resolution. 

Several  meetings  of  the  joint  committee  were  hel.d,  and 
^me  discussion  was  entertained;  but  the  propositions  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
^ere  80  widely  at  variance  with  the  principles  upon  which 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  had  previously 
^ed,  that  it  soon  became  apparent  that  further  joint  de- 
liberation offered  no  prospect  of  a  result  in  which  both 
committees  would  concur.  The  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  House  was  notified  that  the  chairman  of  the  Senate's 
committee  was  authorized  by  them  to  propose  any  measure 
on  their  part  which  he  might  deem  proper,  and  to  agree  to 
any  joint  report  in  which  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House  might  concur. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  1839,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  House,  by  their  direction,  reported 
to  the  House  the  following  resolutions : 

Rfiohed,  That  the  sum  of dollars,  being  the  amount  deposited  in 

the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  proceeding  from  the  bequest  of  James 
Smithson  to  the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing, 
•t  the  city  of  Washington,  an  institution  to  bear  his  name,  for  the  increase 
snd  diffusion  of  knowlcKlge  among  men,  together  with  what  additional  sum 
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or  Bums  may  hereafter  accrue  from  the  same  bequest,  and  so  much  of  the 
interest  as  has  become,  or  may  become  due  on  the  first-named  principal' 

sum,  until  the day  of  — ,  ought  to  bo  constituted  a  permanent 

fund,  to  be  invested  in  a  corporate  body  of  trustees,  to  remain,  under  the 
pledge  of  faith  of  the  United  States,  undiminished  and  unimpaired. 

Resolvedj  That  the  said  fbnd  ought  so  to  be  invested  that  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  pledged  for  its  preservation,  unimpaired,  and  for  its 
yielding  an  interest  or  income  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  a  year,  to  be  ap- 
propriated from  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  to  the  declared  purpose  of  the 
founder ;  and  that  all  appropriations  so  made  shall  be  exclusively  from  the 
interest  or  income  of  tne  fund,  and  not  from  any  part  of  the  principal 
thereof. 

Resolvedf  That  the  first  appropriations  from  the  interest  or  income  of 
the  Smithsonian  fund  ought  to  be  for  the  erection  and  establishment,  at  the 
city  of  Washington,  of  an  astronomical  observatory,  provided  with  the 
best  and  most  approved  instruments  and  books,  for  the  continual  observa- 
tion, calculation,  and  recording  of  the  remarkable  phenomena  of  the 
heavens,  for  the  periodical  publication  of  the  observations  thus  made,  and 
of  a  nautical  almanac,  for  tne  use  of  the  mariners  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  all  other  navigating  nations. 

These  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid  on 
the  table  for  consideration. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1839,  the  following  resolutions 
were  submitted  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  to  the  joint  committee,  for  considera- 
tion : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  education  of  the  children  and  youth  of  these 
United  States  has  for  its  object,  not  the  ineyeaae  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men,  but  the  endowment  of  individuals  of  both  sexes  with  ufiefol 
knowledge  already  acquired,  and  suited  to  their  respective  conditions. 

2.  That  the  declared  object  of  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson  to  the 
United  States  of  America  being  the  foundation,  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
of  an  establishment  ^  for  the  iricreaae  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  anumg 
men^*  no  appropriation  of  any  part  of  the  fund  to  the  purpose  of  educating 
the  children  or  youth  of  these  United  States  would  fulfill  the  intent  of  the 
testator. 

8.  That  the  education  of  the  children  of  these  United  States  is  a  duty 
of  solemn  and  indispensable  obligation  incumbent  upon  their  parents  ana 
guardians,  not  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  bat 
to  qualify  them  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  nnd  the  performance  of 
their  duties  throtighout  life. 

4.  That  the  United  States  of  America,  having,  by  their  Congress,  ac- 
cepted as  a  trust  a  large  and  liberal  bequest  from  a  foreigner,  for  the  in- 
erease  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men^  and  having  pledged  their 
faith  for  the  application  of  the  proceeds  of  that  bequest  to  the  declared  par- 
pose  of  the  testator,  would  neither  fulfill  that  purpose  nor  redeem  tneir 
pledge,  by  appropriating  a  fund,  devised  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  to  the 
education  of  their  own  children. 

6.  Resolved,  therefore,  That  no  part  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  ought  to 
be  applied  to  the  education  of  the  children  or  youth  of  the  United  States, 
nor  to  any  school,  college,  university,  or  institute  of  education. 

After  the  meetings  of  the  joint  committee  had  ceased, 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
by  virtue  of  the  authority  given  him  by  his  colleagues,  pre- 
sented to  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  counter- 
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reftolutions,  dieapproving  of  the  application  of  any  part  of 
the  BmithsoDian  funds  to  the  establishment  of  an  astronom- 
ical observatory,  and  urging  the  application  of  them  to  the 
foundation  of  a  university  or  mstitution  of  learning. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
oa  the  13th  of  February,  1839,  the  above  resolutions,  which 
had  been  submitted  to  the  joint  committee  on  the  6th,  were 
imanimously  adopted  by  the  member?  present  at  the  meet- 
ing. 

As  it  was  thus  ascertained  that  the  views  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Senate's  committee  could  neither  obtain  the  assent 
of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Ilouse,  nor  be  conform- 
able to  theirs,  it  was  agreed  that  the  chairman  of  the  Sen- 
ate's committee  should  prepare  a  bill  which  he  would  wish 
to  have  reported,  and  that  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House  should  also  cause  to  be  prepared  a  bill  presentins: 
the  principles  upon  which  they  had  agreed,  and  that  both 
the  bills  should  be  reported  together  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress  for  consideration.  The  two  bills  were  accordingly 
^ported  to  both  Houses :  to  this  Ilouse  on  the  16th  of 
Pebniary,  1839,  where  they  were  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
^nion.  They  are  numbered  1160  and  1161,  among  the 
Wlls  of  the  House  of  the  last  session ;  but  from  the  lateness 
<>f  the  time  when  they  were  reported,  and  the  pressure  of 
oAer  indispensable  or  more  urgent  business,  they  were  not 
taken  up  for  consideration  in  the  Committee  of  the  "Whole, 
«Jid  remained  without  further  action  of  the  House  upon 
either  of  them  at  the  close  of  the  session. 

The  bill  prepared  by  the  chairman  of  the  joint  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  was  taken  up  in  that  body  on  the 
25th  of  February,  and  aflcr  full  debate,  by  a  vote  of  20  to 
15,  laid  on  the  table.     On  the  19th  and  2()tli  of  February, 
the  Senator  who  had  been  the  chairman  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee introduced  in  the  Senate  a  resolution  to  authorize 
the  mayor  and  city  council  of  the  city  of  Washington  to 
prepare  a  plan  of  an  institution,  to  be  called  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  Senate  at 
the  next  session ;  which  resolution  was,  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1839,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  prepared  by  direction  of  the  joint  committee  on 
the  part  ot  the  House,  and  reported  to  both  Houses,  was 
never  acted  upon  by  the  Senate.  The  bill  referred  to  this 
committee  was  nearly  a  transcript  from  it,  and  embraces 
the  principles  deemed  by  the  committee  of  the  House, 
which  at  the  last  session  reported  the  bill,  of  primary  im- 
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portance  for  the  organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu* 
tion,  in  the  manner  the  most  effective  for  accomplishing  the 
purposes  of  the  testator. 

The  first  of  these  principles  is,  that  the  capital  sum  of 
the  Smithsonian  fund  should  be  preserved  entire  and  un- 
impaired, invested  in  such  manner  as  to  secure  a  yearly 
income  of  six  per  cent,  and  a  perpetual  annuity  for  yearly 
appropriation  for  all  future  time.  The  reasons  for  this  are 
so  obvious  and  so  urgent,  that  it  was  scarcely  to  be  antic- 
ipated they  would  meet  with  any  deliberate  opposition. 
The  object  of  the  testator's  bequest  is  as  comprehensive  as 
the  human  mind,  and  as  durable  as  the  existence  of  the 
race  of  man  upon  earth.  The  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  is,  in  its  nature,  progressive  to  the  end  of  time. 
An  institution  which  should  exhaust  in  its  first  establish- 
ment and  organization  the  whole,  or  the  principal  part  of 
the  bequest,  would  necessarily  be  confined  within  limite 
exceedingly  narrow,  compared  with  the  vast  design  of 
increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge.  It  would  also,  as  may 
be  concluded  from  uniform  experience,  be  unable  for  any 
long  series  of  years  to  sustain  itself,  but  would  gradually 
sink  into  insignificance  and  apathy,  or  require  continual 
support  from  public  or  private  munificence.  The  Smith- 
sonian fund  exceeds  half  a  million  of  dollars :  by  investing 
it  safely,  under  the  guaranty  of  the  nation's  faith,  to  yield 
a  yearly  income  of  six  per  cent.,  it  places  at  the  disposal  of 
Congress  a  sum  of  more  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  be 
applied  every  year  to  any  object  promotive  of  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowleage.  The  means  of  attaining  this 
end  will,  from  the  very  progressive  nature  of  knowledge, 
vary  from  time  to  time.  Knowledge,  in  her  progress  over 
the  world  of  mind,  pours,  like  the  father  of  the  floods,  her 
waters  into  the  ocean  of  time,  swollen  by  the  tributary 
accession  of  unnumbered  streams. 

This  was  among  the  principal  considerations,  connect- 
ing the  first  of  these  fundamental  principles  with  the 
second — that  no  part  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  principal  op 
interest,  shall  be  applied  to  any  school,  college,  university, 
institute  of  education,  or  ecclesiastical  establishment. 

There  are  in  these  United  States  ninety-five  universities 
and  colleges,  besides  high  schools,  academics,  and  common 
schools  without  number.  The  objects  of  all  these  institu- 
tions is  one  and  the  same — education  from  infancy  to  man- 
hood. The  subjects  of  instruction  are  all  the  departments 
of  human  science,  from  the  primer  and  the  spelling  book 
to  the  theory  of  infinites  and  the  mechanism  of  the  heavens. 
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They  are  yarioaely  gradaated,  and  adapted  to  the  capacities 
ioid  wants  of  the  expanding  mind,  from  the  moment  when 
the  child  becomes  capable  of  receiving  instruction  to  the 
iall  formation  of  adult  age,  and  the  preparation   of  the 
citizen  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  active  life,  and 
the  exercise  of  the  faculties  thus  acquired  for  the  benefit  of 
the  individual  himself  and  of  his  fellow  creatures  in  the 
social  relations  of  life.     The  ultimate  object  of  them  all  is 
w«ftrwcft)n — ^the  communication  of  knowledge  already  pos- 
«88ed,  and  not  the  discovery  of  new  truths,  or  the  inven- 
tion of  new  instruments  for  the  enlargement  of  human 
power.    This  was  evidently  the  purpose  of  Mr.  Smithson : 
and  this  the  committee  of  the  House,  which  reported  their 
KB  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  unanimously  believed 
to  be  entirely  distinct  from  that  of  the  establishment  of 
"^J  inrtitution  whatever  devoted  to  the  education  of  chil- 
*en  or  of  youth. 

In  this  point  of  view,  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Smithson 
^ttnmed,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  an  interest  of 
*ke  highest  order,  peculiar  to  itself,  most  happily  adapted 
to  the  character  of  our  republican  institutions,  and  destmed 
if  administered  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  bestowed,  to 
5<iounand  the  grateful  acclamations  of  future  ages,  and  to 
ffinminate  the  path  of  man  upon  earth  with  rays  of  knowl- 

tBtill  ^thering  with  the  revolving  lapse  of  time, 
ey  bdieved  that  an  institute  of  learning  for  education 
in  the  city   of  Washington  was  in  nowise  needed,  there 
Wng  already  there  a  college  with  a  charter  from  Congress, 
foonded  at  great  expense,  provided  with  all  the  apparatus 
for  scientific  instruction,  furnished  with  learned,  skilful,  and 
aasiduous  professors  and  teachers  in  every  department  of 
oniversity  studies,  and  yet  scarcely  able  to  sustain  its  own 
existence.    In  the  adjoining  town  of  Georgetown  there  is 
also  a  college ;  and  there  is,  perhaps,  no  part  of  the  United 
States  where  there  is  less  occasion  for  the  institution  of  a 
new  university  or  college.     By  the  express  terms  of  the 
beqnest,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  must  be  located  at  the 
city  of  Washington.     A  new  university'  here  could  not  fail 
either  to  prove  useless  itself,  or  to  destroy  the   existing 
college,  and  materially  to  injure  the  neighboring  college  at 
Georgetown. 

If,  indeed,  an  institution  of  learning  were  a  suitable 
object  for  the  application  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  it  would 
doubtless  be  practicable  to  engraft  the  existing  Columbian 
College  upon  it,  and  thereby,  instead  of  afiTecting  iujuri- 
oosly  its  interests  and  prospects,  to  enlarge  its  sphere  of 
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usefulness,  and  relieve  it  at  the  same  time  from  the  embar- 
rassment under  which  it  labors.  But  while  it  would  be 
manifestly  unjust  to  that  college  to  establish  in  its  immedi- 
ate vicinity  a  rival  institution  more  richly  endowed  from 
foreign  funds,  it  might  be  deemed  an  application  not  less 
exceptionable  of  those  funds  to  the  relief  or  assistance  of 
one  particular  establishment  in  this  city,  narrowing  down 
the  general  purpose  of  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge 
among  men  to  the  special  benefit  and  emolument  of  one 
over-burdened  seminary  of  learning. 

Among  the  reasons  for  discarding  all  institutions  of  educa- 
tion from  the  purview  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  at  the  last  seasion  were  not  insensible 
to  the  consideration  that  the  acceptance  of  a  bequest, 
coupled  with  a  trust  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men,  by  the  United  States  of  America^  imported 
a  career  of  action  in  the  execution  of  the  trust  more  com- 
prehensive in  its  object,  more  extensive  in  its  design,  and 
therefore  more  appropriate  for  the  exercise  of  national 
powers,  than  the  mere  education  of  children. 

The  education  of  children  is,  in  all  civilized  and  Christian 
communities,  in  the  first  instance  a  solemn  and  imperative 
duty  of  their  parents.  It  stands  in  the  first  rank  of  domes- 
tic and  family  duties;  and  so  far  as  it  connects  itself  with 
social  relations,  and  becomes  a  subject  of  legislation,  it  be- 
longs to  that  class  of  interests  and  concerns  which,  under 
our  complicated  system  of  government,  are  considered  as 
exclusively  confined  to  the  authorities  of  the  separate 
States.  Whether  Congress  possess,  under  the  Constitution, 
the  power  to  establish  a  national  university,  is  at  least  a 
matter  of  doubt ;  and  although  they  have  exclusive  juris- 
diction in  all  cases  whatever  over  the  District  of  Columbia, 
in  which  the  city  of  Washington  is  situated,  yet  an  institute 
of  learning  coextensive  only  with  the  District  of  Columbia 
must  necessarily  be  confined,  in  all  its  administrations,  as 
much  within  that  District  as  the  universities  and  colleges 
within  the  several  States  are  limited  by  their  respective 
jurisdictions.  Nor  did  it  seem  to  the  committee  altogether 
consistent  with  the  self-respect  of  a  great  confederated 
nation  to  receive  from  the  hands  of  a  foreigner  a  liberal 
fund  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  through- 
out the  world  of  man,  and  apply  it  to  the  schooling  of 
their  own  children. 

The  peculiar  expressions  used  by  the  testator  himself,  in 
the  indication  of  the  ultimate  result  of  his  purpose,  and 
the  selection  of  his  trustee,  concur  in  confirming  this  view 
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of  the  subject  Had  it  been  his  intention  to  found  a  college 
tf  nmversily  for  the  purposes  of  education,  it  seems  impos- 
liblethat  he  should  have  avoided  the  use  of  words  necessa- 
nly  importing  them :  the  words  schooly  college^  university ^ 
Mitii&an  of  Uamingj  would  have  been  those  most  appropri- 
•te  to  the  specification  of  his  design ;  and  it  is  not  imagin- 
ible  that,  having  such  an  intention,  he  should  studiously 
k»ye  avoided  the  use  of  every  word  most  appropriate  for 
ite  designation.  The  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowUdae 
fiaw^  MEN,  present  neither  the  idea  of  knowledge  already 
•cquired  to  be  taughtj  nor  of  childhood  or  youth  to  be  in- 
structed ;  but  of  new  discovery — of  progress  in  the  march 
of  the  human  mind— of  accession  to  the  moral,  intellectual, 
tod  physical  powers  of  the  human  race — of  dissemination 
throoffhout  the  inhabited  globe. 

And  if  education  had  been  his  design,  why  should  he  have 
idected  the  city  of  Washington  for  the  seat  of  his  institute, 
tod  the  United  States  of  America  for  his  trustees  ?    In  the 
^  of  his  nativity  there  were  children  and  youth  needing 
tod  destitute  of  the  blessings  of  education,  in  multitudes 
fc  exceeding  those  which  might  have  been  found  in  the 
%  of  Wasnington,  or  throuffhout  the  North  American 
l^idoQ.    In  the  land  of  his  habitation  and  of  his  decease 
^re  swarmed  around  him,  ever  present  to  his  eyes,  num- 
l^riess  children  and  minors,  to  whom  an  institute  of  learn- 
^  would  have  been  far  more  beneficial  than  it  could 
P^bly  be  to  the  children  of  the  city  of  Washington,  or  of 
tte  whole  United  States.     Mr.  Smithson  Tiad  no  personal 
'dations  with  this  country ;  he  had  never  visited  its  shores ; 
ttorfrom  the  provisions  of  his  will,  nor  from  anything  that 
^  been  ascertained  of  his  life,  does  it  appear  that  he  was 
^enntimate,  or  even  acquainted,  with  any  one  naj:ive  citi- 
*^n  of  this  Union.     Why,  then,  should  he  devote  the  whole 
rfan  ample  fortune  te  the  education  of  a  comparatively 
•niall  number  of  children  in  a  hemisphere  distant  from 
that  in  which  he  was  born,  had  lived,  and  was  to  die,  and 
with  which  he  could  have  no  sympathy  other  than  that  of  a 
common  nature,  and  common  principles  of  moral  and  polit- 
ical truth  ? 

Mr.  Smithson's  bequest  was  not  to  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, but  to  the  United  States  of  America.  His  reason  for 
fixing  the  seat  of  his  institution  at  Washington  obviously 
was,  that  there  is  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United 
States;  and  there  the  Congress,  by  whose  legislation,  and 
tie  Executive,  through  whose  agency,  the  trust  committed 
to  the  honor,  intelligence,  and  good  faith  of  the  nation,  is 
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to  be  fulfilled.  The  peculiar  powers  by  which  Congresa 
are  enabled  to  discharge  this  trust  in  all  its  magnitude,  are 
vested  in  them  by  their  authority  of  exclusive  legislation 
over  the  District  of  Columbia;  but,  in  the  execution  of  the. 
TRUST,  the  obligation  incumbent  upon  them  by  the  will  of 
the  testator,  and  by  their  recorded  pledge  of  the  nation's 
faith,  is  so  to  organize,  and  so  to  superintend  the  conduct 
of  the  institution,  as  to  spread  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  it  not  only  over  the  whole  surface  of  this  Union,  but 
throughout  the  civilized  world. 

The  Smithsonian  fund  appeared  to  the  committee  of  the 
House,  which  at  the  last  session  reported  the  bill,  equiva- 
lent to  a  considerable  yearly  donation  to  the  United  States, 
to  be  expended  in  furnishing  the  means,  and  in  rewarding 
the  accomplishment,  of  new  discoveries  and  inventions 
throughout  the  whole  range  of  science  and  of  art.  The 
specific  means  of  attaining  directly  or  indirectly  this  end, 
are  as  various  as  the  arts  and  sciences  themselves,  and  as 
prolific  as  the  imagination  of  man.  Among  the  many 
establishments  which  were  suggested  to  them,  or  which 
occurred  to  their  own  consideration,  which  would  be 
strictly  included  within  the  express  language  of  the  mil, 
and  the  undoubted  intention  of  the  testator,  that  upon 
which  they  rested  as  first  deserving,  and  for  a  succession  of 
several  years,  the  application  of  the  annual  income  of  the 
fund,  was  an  astronomical  observatory  of  the  most  enlarged 
and  liberal  character,  with  provisions  for  the  most  eflTective 
continual  observation  of  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens ; 
for  the  actual  calculations  and  periodical  publication  of  the 
results  of  those  observations,  and  for  affording  to  the  navi- 
gators of  our  own  and  of  all  other  maritime  nations  our  cou- 
tribution  of  all  the  facilities  which  the  detected  secrets  of 
the  starry  universe  can  furnish  to  the  wandering  pilgrim  of 
this  sublunary  sphere.  It  was  not  the  intention  or  expecta^ 
tion  of  the  committee  that  the  appropriations  from  the 
Smithsonian  fund  should  be  confined  exclusively  to  this 
object.  Far  otherwise;  the  improvement  of  all  the  arts 
and  sciences  was  embraced  in  the  letter  and  in  the  spirit  of 
Mr.  Smithson's  bequest ;  and  that  was  one  of  the  principal 
reasons  which  induced  the  committee  to  recommend,  as  a 
fundamental  principle  for  the  organization  and  conduct  of 
the  institution,  that  perpetuity  and  a  regular  income  should 
be  irrevocably  secured  to  the  fund,  and  yearly  appropri- 
ations made  only  from  the  accruing  income.  A  botanical 
garden,  a  cabinet  of  natural  history,  a  museum  of  miner- 
alogy,  conchology,   or   geology,   a   general   accumulating 
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library— all  institutions  of  which  there  are  numerous  exam- 
ples among  the  civilized  Christian  nations,  and  of  most  of 
whieh  our  own  country  is  not  entirely  destitute — all  are 
tndoabtedly  included  within  the  comprehensive  grasp  of 
Mr.  Smitbsou's  design — all  may  receive,  in  turn,  and  with 
progressive  utility  and  power,  liberal  contributions  from 
the  continually  growing  income  of  the  trust.  Nor  did  the 
committee  believe  that  the  moral  or  political  sciences,  the 
philosophy  of  language,  the  natural  history  of  speech,  the 
graces  of  polite  literature,  the  mechanic  or  the  liberal  arts, 
were  to  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  prepared  for  poster- 
ity by  the  perpetuation  of  this  fund.  Whatever  personal 
preference  Mr.  Smithson  may,  during  his  life,  have  enter- 
t^ned  for  the  cultivation  of  the  natural  sciences,  no  such 
preference  encumbers  his  bequest,  or  is  indicated  by  his 
^1.  It  is  KKOWLBDQE — ^thc  source  of  all  human  wisdom, 
^i  of  all  beneficent  power — knowledge^  as  far  transcend- 
ing the  postulated  lever  of  Archimedes  as  the  universe 
transcends  this  speck  of  earth  upon  its  face — knowledge, 
the  attribute  of  Omnipotence,  of  which  man  alone  in  the 
physical  and  material  world  is  permitted  to  participate; 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  which  amon^  men  is  the  result 
to  which  the  ample  fortune  of  Mr.  Smithson  is  devoted, 
*od  for  the  accomplishment  of  which  he  selects  the  United 
States  of  America  as  his  trustees,  and  their  National  Gov- 
^nnnent  as  his  agents.  Let  not,  then,  any  branch  or 
^6{»irtment  of  human  knowledge  be  excluded  from  its 
Suitable  share  of  this  benefaction  ;  but  it  is  believed  that 
^0  one  science  deserves  or  requires  the  immediate  applica- 
tion of  the  accrued  and  accruing  income  of  the  fund  so 
^^ntly  as  practical  astronomy. 

The  express  object  of  an  observatory  is  the  increase  of 
knowledge  by  new  discovery.  The  physical  relations  between 
the  firmament  of  heaven,  and  the  globe  allotted  by  the 
Creator  of  all  to  be  the  abode  of  man,  are  discoverable  only 
hy  the  organ  of  the  eye.  Many  of  these  relations  are 
indiapensable  to  the  existence  of  human  life,  and,  perhaps, 
of  the  earth  itself.  Who  can  conceive  the  idea  of  a  world 
Jfithout  a  sun,  but  must  connect  with  it  the  extinction  of 
"ghtand  heat,  of  all  animal  life,  of  all  vegetiition  and  pro- 
^Qction;  leaving  the  lifeless  clod  of  matter  to  return  to 
the  primitive  state  of  chaos,  or  to  be  consumed  by  elemen- 
ts fire?  The  influence  of  the  moon — of  the  planets,  our 
'^^xt  door  neighbors  of  the  solar  system — of  the  fixed  stars, 
battered  over  the  blue  expanse  in  multitudes  exceeding 
*he  power   of   human   computation,   and   at  distances   of 
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^hlch  imagination  herself  can  form  no  distinct  concepticm 
the  influence  of  all  these  upon  the  globe  which  we  inhabi 
and  upon  the  condition  of  man,  its  dying  and  deathless  ii 
habitant,  is  great  and  mysterious,  and,  in  the  search  fc 
final  causes,  to  a  great  degree  inscrutable  to  his  finite  an 
limited  faculties.  The  extent  to  which  they  are  discovei 
able  is,  and  must  remain  unknown  ;  but,  to  the  vigilance  < 
a  sleepless  eye,  to  the  toil  of  a  tireless  hand,  and  to  th 
meditations  of  a  thinking,  combining,  and  analyzing  mine 
secrets  are  successively  revealed,  not  only  of  the  deepei 
import  to  the  welfere  of  man  in  his  earthly  career,  bi 
which  seem  to  lift  him  from  the  earth  to  the  threshold  < 
his  eternal  abode ;  to  lead  him  blindfold  up  to  the  counci 
chamber  of  Omnipotence  ;  and  there,  stripping  the  bandog 
from  his  eyes,  bid  him  look  undazzled  at  the  Throne  < 
God. 

In  the  history  of  the  human  species,  (so  far  as  it  is  know 
to  us,)  astronomical  observation  was  one  of  the  first  objecl 
of  pursuit  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.  In  the  fin 
chapter  of  the  Sacred  Volume  we  are  told  that,  in  the  pre 
cess  of  creation,  "  God  said,  let  there  be  lights  in  the  firms 
ment  of  the  heavens,  to  divide  the  day  from  the  niffht ;  an 
let  them  be  for  signs,  and  for  seasons,  and  for  days  aii 
years."  By  the  special  appointment,  then,  of  the  Creatoi 
they  were  made  the  standards  for  the  measurement  of  tim 
upon  earth.  They  were  made  for  more  ;  not  only  for  se 
sons,  for  days,  and  years — but  for  signs.  Signs  of  wha-1 
It  may  be  that  the  word  in  this  passage  has  reterence  to  t7. 
signs  of  the  Egyptian  zodiac,  to  mark  the  succession  c 
solar  months ;  or  it  may  indicate  a  more  latent  connectioi 
between  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  of  the  nature  of  judicia. 
astrology.  These  relations  are  not  only  apparent  to  the 
tnost  superficial  observation  of  man,  but  many  of  them 
remain  inexhaustible  funds  of  successive  discovery — per- 
haps as  long  as  the  continued  existence  of  man  upon  earth, 
What  an  unknown  world  of  mind,  for  example,  is  yet  teem- 
ing in  the  womb  of  time,  to  be  revealed  in  tracing  the 
causes  of  the  sympathy  between  the  magnet  and  the  pole- 
that  unseen,  immaterial  spirit,  which  walks  with  us  througl: 
the  most  entangled  forests,  over  the  most  interminabh 
wilderness,  and  across  every  region  of  the  pathless  deep 
by  day,  by  night,  in  the  calm  serene  of  a  cloudless  sky,  anc 
in  the  howling  of  the  hurricane  or  the  typhoon  ?  Who  car 
witness  the  movements  of  that  tremulous  needle,  poised 
upon  its  centre,  still  tending  to  the  polar  star,  but  obedient 
to  his  distant  hand,  armed   with   a  metallic  guide,  round 
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Tj  point  of  the  compass,  at  tlie  fiat  of  his  will,  without 
fSeeliii^ a  thrill  of  amazement  approaching  to  superstition? 
fTlie  aiscovery  of  the  attractive  power  of  the  magnet  was 
ado  before  the  invention  of  the  alphabet  or  the  age  of 
liieroglyphics.     No  record  of  the  event  ia  found  upon  tha 
annals  of  hnmaii  hiatory;  but  seven  hundred  years  have 
etjurcely  passed  away  since  its  pohirity  was  first  known  to 
-tfae  civilized  European  man.     It  was  by  observation  of  the 
periodical  revolution  of  the  earth  in  her  orbit  round  the 
sail,  compared  nnth   her  daily  revolution   round  her  axis, 
that  was  diedosod  the  fact  that  her  annual  period  was  com- 
posed of  365  of  her  daily  revolutions,  or,  m  other  words, 
that  the  year  was  composed  of  365  days  ;  but  the  shepherds 
of  £)gypt,  watching  their  flocks  by  night,  could  not  but 
observe  the  movements  of  the  Dog-star — next  to  the  sun, 
the  most  brilliant  of  the  luminaries  of  heaven.     They  wor- 
shipped that  star  as  a  god ;  and  losing  sight  of  him  for 
about  forty  days  every  year,  during  his  conjunction  with 
the  sun,  Ihey  watched  with  intense  anxiety  for  his  reappear- 
ance in  the  sky,  and  with  that  day  commenced  their  year, 
By  this  practice,  it  failed  not  soon  to  be  found  that,  although 
the  reappearance  of  the  star,  for  three  successive  years,  was 
It  the  end  of  365  days,  it  would  on  the  fourth  year  be  de- 
Uyod  one  day  longer;  and  after  repeated  observation  of 
this  phenomenon,  tuey  added  six  hours  to  the  computed 
duration  of  the  year,  and  established  tlie  canicular  period 
of  four  years,  consisting  of  1,461  days.    It  was  not  until 
tlie  days  of  Julius  Caisar  that  this  computation  of  time  was 
idopted  in  the  Roman  calendar ;  anil  fifteen  centuries  from 
tliat  time  had  elapsed  before  the  yearly  celebration  of  the 
Christian  paschal  festivals,  founded  upon  the  Passover  of 
tbe Levitical  law,  revealed  the  fact  that  the  annual  revolu-- 
^0  of  the  earth,  in  her  orbit  round  the  sun,  is  not  precisely 
'''.865  days  and  one  quarter,  but  of  between  11  and  12 
^'ontes  less  ;  and  thus  the  duration  of  the  year  was  ascer- 
^inedj  aa  a  measure  of  time,  to  an  accuracy  of  three  or 
lour  Seconds,  more  or  less — a  mistake  which  would  scarcely 
amount  to  one  day  in  twenty  thousand  years, 

^'  18,  then,  to  the  successive  discoveries  of  persevering 
Jf^nomical  observation  through  a  period  of  fifty  centuries 
Ibat  We  arc  indebted  for  a  fixed  and  permanent  standard 
^'  the  measurement  of  time.  And  by  the  same  science 
™*nr»an  acquired,  so  far  as  he  possesses  it,  a  standard  for 
""*  measurement  of  space.  A  standard  tor  the  measnre- 
ni«ut  of  the  dimensions  and  distances  of  tbe  fixed  stare 
iTorn  ourselves  is  yet  to  be  found;  and,  if  ever  found,  will 
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be  through  the  means  of  astronomical  observation.  The 
influence  of  all  these  discoveries  upon  the  condition  of  man 
is,  no  doubt,  infinitely  diversified  in  relative  importance ; 
but  all,  even  the  minutest,  contribute  to  the  increase  and 
difiiision  of  knowledge.  There  is  no  richer  field  of  science 
opened  to  the  exploration  of  man  in  search  of  knowledge  - 
than  astronomical  observation  ;  nor  is  there,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  any  duty  more  impressively  incumbent 
upon  all  human  governments  than  that  of  furnishing  means 
and  facilities  and  rewards  to  those  who  devote  the  labors 
of  their  lives  to  the  indefatigable  industry,  the  unceasing 
vigilance,  and  the  bright  intelligence  indispensable  to  suc- 
cess in  these  pursuits. 

The  committee  will  add,  that  at  no  period  of  human  his- 
tory has  the  general  impulse  of  the  learned  world  been 
more  intensely  directed  to  the  cultivation  of  this  science 
than  in  the  present  age.  It  was  an  observation  of  Voltaire, 
that  if  the  whole  human  race  could  be  assembled  in  one 
mass,  from  the  creation  of  man  to  his  time,  in  the  ^radua* 
tion  of  genius  among  them  all,  Isaac  Newton  would  stand 
at  their  head.  But  the  discoveries  of  Newton  were  the 
results  of  calculations  founded  upon  the  observations  of 
others — of  Copernicus,  of  Tycho  Brahe,  of  Kepler,  of 
Flamsteed ;  and  among  their  producing  causes,  not  the 
least  was  the  erection  and  establishment  of  the  royal  ob- 
servatory of  Greenwich. 

The  original  purpose  of  this  institution,  first  commenced 
in  1676,  under  the  patronage  of  Charles  the  Second,  and 
the  most  glorious  incident  of  his  life,  was  for  the  finding 
out  the  so-rnuch-desired  longitudes  of  places  for  the  perfect- 
ing the  art  of  navigation  ;  and  the  inscription  still  existing 
above  the  original  door  of  the  observatory  declares  that  it 
was  built  for  the  benefit  of  astronomy  and  navigation  ;  so  . 
intimately  connected  together  are  the  abstract  science 
and  the  practical  art,  that,  without  the  help  of  the  astrono- 
mer, the  seaman  could  not  urge  his  bark  in  safety  one  inch 
beyond  the  sight  of  the  shore.  ' 

The  discovery  of  the  longitudes  of  places,  the  benefit  of 
astronomy  and  navigation,  were  thus  the  declared  objects 
of  the  erecting  of  the  Greenwich  Observatory,  and  of  the 
appointment,  in  the  person  of  Flamsteed,  of  an  astronomical 
ohservator  with  a  salary  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  \a 
year,  leaving  him  to  provide  himself  with  all  the  instru- 
ments and  books  necessary  for  the  performance  of  hia 
duties.  And  what  were  the  first  fruits  of  this  institution  ? 
1.  An  increased  accuracy  of  observation,  by  the  attachment 
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of  telescopes  to  graduated  instruments,  and  bj  the  use  of  a- 
cloclc  to  note  tlie  time  at  which  stare  and  planets  passed,  by 
their  apparent  diurnal  motion,  across  the  middle  of  the 
field  of  view  of  the  telescope.  2,  A  catalogue  of  the  places 
of  3,310  stars,  with  a  name  affixed  to  each  of  them,  the 
selection  and  nomenclature  of  which  have  served  as  the 
bieiE  to  every  catalogue  since  that  time.  Nor  is  it  an  uniu- 
lereeting  incident  in  the  progressive  history  of  astronomical 
fcaon-Iedgc,  that  when,  one  hundred  years  later,  Herschel 
"iiacovered  that  the  star  which  bears  his  name  was  a  planet, 
!>e  found  it  as  a  fixed  star  upon  the  catalogue  of  Flamsteed. 
3.  Klauy  of  Flamsteed's  observations  of  tne  moon,  reduced 
M  Well  as  was  then  practieublf,  were,  at  Newton's  request, 
wramunicated  to  him,  to  aid  in  perfecting  the  theory 
•Jeduced  from  the  principle  of  universal  gravitation.  "The 
time,"  as  has  been  well  observed  by  the  present  astronomer 
TOyoi,  the  Reverend  George  Biddell  Airy,  '*  the  time  at 
wtiich  these  observations  were  made,  was  a  most  critical 
one — when  the  raoat  accurate  observations  that  had  been 
made  were  needed  for  the  support  of  the  most  extensive 
piiilodophical  theory  that  man  had  invented." 

Since  the  death  of  Flamsteed,  the  office  of  astronomer 
royal  has  been  successively  filled  by  Doctor  Halley,  who 
lifcs  given  hia  name  to  the  most  splendid  comet  of  the  solar 
»y»t«m,  by  computing  its  orbit  and  predicting  its  return 
ire^T  a  period  of  about  75  years,  already  twice  verified ; 
iben  by  Bradley,  immortalized  by  the  two  discoveries  of 
'h^  aberration  of  light,  and  the  nutation  of  the  earth's  axis  ; 
l>r  Bliss,  Maekelyne,  and  Pond;  the  present  succesaor  of 
*t»om  is  Mr,  Airy — like  all  his  predecessors,  among  the 
"it>st  eminent  astronomers  of  the  age.  For  the  space  of 
nearly  two  centuries  this  institution  has  existed,  and  has 
l^en  the  seat  of  continuous  observations,  scarcely  inter- 
"il>ted  by  the  intervals  between  the  cessation  of  the  fahora 
of  one  observator  and  the  commencement  of  those  of  his 
wi<2<;eaaor ;  an  arrangement  made  by  the  means  of  assist- 
ants, which  has  contributed  to  distinguish  the  system  of 
observations  pursued  at  Greenwich  from  that  followed  at 
every  other  observatory. 

B'rom  such  small  beginnings  originated,  and  thus  illus- 
tnoQB  has  been  the  career  of  the  royal  observatory  of 
Greenwich.  Originally  attached  to  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, it  was  in  1816  or  1817  transferred  to  the  department 
of  the  admiralty.  The  estimates  for  the  annual  expense  of 
the  observatory  are  inserted  under  the  "  scientific  branch  " 
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of  the  admiralty  account  in  the  Parliamentary  estimates 
and  are  voted  annually  by  Parliament. 

The  conmiittee  of  the  House  take  the  liberty  of  annexim 
to  this  report  extracts  of  a  communication  from  the  preser 
astronomer  royal,  Mr.  Airy,  received  in  the  course  of  tb 
last  summer  by  their  chairman,  and  containing  much  valai 
ble  information  concerning  the  royal  observatory  at  Greei 
wich,  and  relating  to  other  astronomical  observatories  withi 
the  British  dominions,  apd  under  the  patronage  of  tfc 
British  Government. 

The  history  of  the  royal  observatory  of  France  won" 
present  an  exhibition  not  less  interesting  of  the  benefii 
conferred  upon  mankind  by  the  slightest  notices  bestow* 
by  the  rulers  of  mankind  upon  the  pursuit  of  knowledge 
and  the  names  of  the  four  Cassinis  would  range  in  hone 
able  distinction  by  the  side  of  those  of  Flamsteed,  Halle 
Bradley,  and  Maskelyne. 

Within  the  last  century  the  other  governments  of  Euro 
have  emulated  with  those  of  France  and  England  in  ere  < 
ing  and  endowing  astronomical  observatories,  the  numl> 
of  which,  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  is  not  less  at  tla 
time  than  120,  while  throughout  the  whole  range  of  thes 
United  States  there  is  not  one. 

In  the  British  islands  alone,  there  are  observatories  a 
the  universities  of  Cambridge  and  Oxford ;  at  Edinburgl 
and  Glasgow,  in  Scotland ;  and  at  Dublin  and  Armagh,  ii 
Ireland;  all  of  which  receive  some  patronage  from  th< 
Government.  And,  in  addition  to  which,  there  has  beei 
erected,  under  the  same  patronage,  an  observatory  at  tb 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  already  made  illustrious  by  the  labor 
of  Sir  John  Herschel. 

Among  the  munificent  patrons  of  science,  and  particular!; 
of  practical  astronomy,  adding  a  brighter  lustre  than  tha 
of  the  diamond  or  the  ruby  to  the  imperial  crown,  is  th 
present  Emperor  of  all  the  Kussias.  There  was,  during  th 
reign  of  his  predecessor,  a  small  observatory  at  St.  Peters 
burg,  at  which  the  eminent  German  astronomer,  Schubert 
author  of  a  profoundly  learned  and  also  of  the  best  popula 
system  of  astronomy  extant,  presided. 

But  no  longer  since  than  the  7th  of  August  last,  the  in 
auguration  took  place  of  the  new  observatory  of  Pulkowa 
near  St.  Petersburg ;  a  spot  selected  by  the  Emperor  Nicho 
las  himself,  for  the  establishment  founded  under  his  aus 
pices,  and  constituting,  perhaps,  the  most  perfect  and  bes 
wpointed  institution  of  this  nature  extant  in  the  world.  Ii 
iNovember  last,  an  account  of  this  event,  and  a  long  an( 


I 
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det^led  deecription  of  the  observatory  itself,  was  comma- 
Dicnted  by  Mr.  Arago  to  tbc  National  Institute  of  France; 
ancl  the  rejiortar  of  this  discourse  of  Mr.  Arago,  in  one  of 
t-lie  periodical  journals  of  Paris,  observea  that  its  details 
T*-ould  be  read  with  interest,  and  give  an  idea  of  the  exer- 
tions made  in  that  laiid  of  serfs  for  the  progresa  of  the 
eoiciices.  We  acknowledge,  adds  the  Journatisl,  that  the 
reading  of  this  article  would  have  been  very  little  flattering 
to  our  national  self-love,  if  the  Honorable  Mr.  Arago  had 
■lot.  immediately  informed  ua  that,  by  the  accomplished 
I  a-bors  of  Mr.  Gambay,  the  observatory  of  Paris  has  no 
reason  to  shrink  from  a  comparison  with  this  new  model  of 
observatories  at  Pulkowa. 

The  committee  of  the  House  cannot  but  consider  these 
ei  rcumstauccs  as  indicating,  in   an   eminent  degree,  that 
intense  and  ardent  thirst  for  the  increase  and  difiiision  of 
Iciiowledge  which,  among  all  the  nations  of  Christendom, 
liOAwever  politically  governed,  forms  one  of  the   most  re- 
xiAa.rkable  characteristics  of  the  age  in  which  we  live.     Here 
is  the  sovereign  of  the  mightiest  empire  and  the  moat  abso- 
lute government  upon  earth,  ruling  over  a  land  of  ser/s, 
gatlwring  a  radiance  of  glory  around  his  throne  by  found- 
111^  aud  endowing  the  most  costly  and  most  complete  cstab- 
lisument  for  astronomical   observation  on  the  laee  of  the 
«a.rth.    This  is  undertaken  aud  accomplished  under  hyper- 
boreiuj  skies — in  the  region  so  proximate  to  the  pole,  that 
it  oflers  to  the  inspection  of  the  human  eye  only  a  scanty 
portion  of  the  northern  hemisphere,  with  an  atmosphere  so 
chilled  with  cold,  veiled  with  clouds,  and  obscured  with 
vaj>or8,  that  it  yields  scarcely  sixty  days  in  the  year  when 
observation  of  the   heavenly  bodies  is  practicable.     And 
this  event  is  honorably  noticed  in  the  National  Institute  of 
^^rance,  one  of  the  most  learned  and  talented  assembhes  of 
™*^i    upon   the  globe — noticed   as   an   occurrence   in   the 
^naJs  of  science — noticed  for  honor  and  for  emulation. 
^e  journalist  of  a  free  country,  applauding  the  exertions 
*^  »■  land  of  serfs  to  promote  the  progress  ut  science,  avows 
that  lie  should  blush  for  his  own  country,  had  he  not  at 
fJI^'id  the  evidence  of  her  exertions  not  less  strenuous  for 
"*®  advancement  of  the  same  cause, 

The  committee  of  the  House,  in  applying  to  their  o 
2?**ntry  that  sensibility  to  the  national  honor  which  the 
^"^Jich  journalist  attributes  to  self-love,  would  gladly  seek 
***'■  its  gratification  in  the  same  assurance  that  she  is  not 
™jgging behind  in  the  race  of  honor;  but  that,  in  casting 
thftir  eyes  around  over  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of 
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their  native  land,  they  must  blush  to  acknowledge  that  not 
a  single  edifice  deserving  the  name  of  an  astronomical 
observatory  is  to  be  seen. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  of  this  Hoase,  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  bears  testimony  to  their  earnest 
desire  that  this  reproach  might  be  removed  from  the  people 
of  the  North  American  Union,  That  bill  was  unaccompa- 
nied with  a  report,  because  other  views  for  the  disposal  of 
the  fund  bequeathed  to  th6  United  States  by  Mr.  Smithson 
had  been  entertained  by  the  chairman  of  the  joint  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in  which  views  his  colleagues 
of  the  same  committee  acquiesced.  As  a  compromise  of 
irreconcilable  opinions,  it  became  necessary,  therefore,  to 
agree  that  the  two  bills  should  be  reported  together  to  both 
Houses ;  and  as  it  was  obvious  that  the  remnant  of  time  to 
the  close  of  that  session  would  be  so  absorbed  by  other  and 
indispensable  business  that  it  would  be  impossible  deliber- 
ately to  discuss  either  of  the  bills  in  the  House,  and  to 
avoid,  in  deference  to  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  and  to  their  chairman,  any  unnecessary  display  of 
argument  against  their  bill,  it  was  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee of  the  House,  together  with  their  own  bill,  without 
commentary  upon  either.  The  object  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  the  disposal  of 
the  Smithsonian  fund,  was  the  establishment  of  an  insiitu-- 
Hon  of  kaming^  or  great  national  university,  by  the  authority 
of  Congress,  which  would  not  only  absorb  the  whole 
bequest,  but  would  require  the  superaddition  of  large  and 
frequent  appropriations  of  public  moneys  for  its  mainten- 
ance and  support.  The  bill  of  that  committee,  reported  to 
the  Senate,  was  actually  taken  up  in  that  body,  and,  after 
deliberate  discussion  of  its  merits,  was  by  them  rejected. 
The  immediate  consequence  of  the  interposition  of  that 
body  upon  a  subject  which  had  been  already  several  weeks 
under  the  consideration  of  a  select  committee  of  this 
House,  was  to  prevent  the  possible  action  of  Congress  for 
the  fulfillment,  at  that  session,  of  the  trust  committed  to 
them. 

Four  members  of  the  committee  of  the  House,  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  are  also  members  of  the  present 
committee.  Retainmg  their  opinions  in  favor  of  the  bill 
then  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
they  see  no  cause  to  regret  the  delay  to  the  final  action  of 
Congress  upon  the  disposal  of  the  bequest,  occasioned  by 
%id  appointment  and  proceedings  of  the  joint  committee  of 
•Oth  Houses  at  the  last  session.     To  the  faithful  perform- 
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ance  by  Congress  of  the  solemn  duties  imposed  on  them  by 
the  accciitaiiee  of  this  fund  and  trust  to  the  lionor  and 
pledged  taith  of  the  nation,  it  was  wise  and  just  to  do  noth- 
ing with  precipitation.  The  routine  of  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness of  Congress  furnished  neither  principle  nor  precedent 
for  efficient  legislation  upon  this  subject:  the  trust  was  as 
dolioatc  as  it  was  important  to  the  memory  of  the  testator, 
and  honorable  to  the  good  name  of  the  trustee.  An  error 
in  the  first  organizittion  of  the  institution  might,  in  its  con- 
sequences, at  once  defeat  the  noble  purpose  of  the  founder, 
fail  in  the  express  object  of  his  bounty — the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men;  and  react,  most  inju- 
riously, upon  the  reputation  of  bur  beloved  country,  by 
demonstrating  to  the  world  of  mankind,  of  this  and  after 
ages,  that  the  generous  confidence  of  this  friend  of  man  in 
A*r  upright  and  intelligent  ardor  in  the  pursuit  of  knowl- 
edge was  misplaced. 

it  was  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  bequest  itself  that  the  set- 
tlement of  the  principles  upon  which  the  institution  should 
be  founded  shonld  be  calm  and  considerate,  and,  above  all, 
^isinlertstai :  separated  from  all  projects  of  individuals,  and, 
perhaps,  communities,  for  provisions  of  emolument  to 
theniselves:  separated  from  all  speculative  patent  inven- 
tions and  discoveries  in  embryo,  which,  after  wasting  time 
and  money  upon  the  false  conceptions  of  genius,  may  never 
«>tue  to  the  birth :  separate,  in  fine,  from  all  schools,  col- 
leges, universities,  institutes  of  education,  or  ecclesiastical 
ffltfthlishmonts. 

It  was  particularly  desirable  that  the  exclusion  uf  all  in- 
stitutes for  educalhn  from  a  participation  in  the  disposal  of 
tbese  funds  should  be  fully  considered  and  debated  before 
ite  adoption  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Smithsonian 
loBtitution,  because  the  first  impression  upon  the  public 
mind,  whether  learned  or  illiterate,  in  this  country,  very 
extensively,  was,  upon  the  first  publication  of  Mr.  Siiiith- 
Bon's  will,  that  the  express  design  of  his  be(|ne8t  was  to 
bestow  his  large  fortune  to  the  cause  of  education;  and 
that  a  school,  college,  or  university,  was  the  only  mode  of 
providing   for  the   increase   and    diffusion   of   knowledge 


among  men. 

It  ia,  then,  to  be  considered  as  a  circumstance  propitious 
to  the  final  disposal  of  this  fund,  by  the  organization  of  an 
institution  the  oest  adapted  to  accomplish  the  design  of  the 
testator,  that  this  first  but  erroneous  impression  ot  that  de- 
sign— an  institute  of  learning,  a  university,  upon  the  foun- 
dation of  which  the  whole  fund  should  be  lavished,  and  yet 
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prove  inadequate  to  its  purpose  without  large  appropria- 
tions of  public  moneys  in  its  aid — should  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  referred  to  a 
numerous  .joint  committee  of  both  Houses,  there  discussed, 
reported  for  the  deliberation  of  both  Houses,  fully  debated 
in  the  House  where  it  originated,  and  there  decisively  re- 
jected. 

This  committee  concur  entirely  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  of  the  House  iit  the  last  session  of  Congress^ 
that  the  express  language  of  Mr.  Smithson's  will  imlicat^^ 
a  design  not  only  distinct,  but  widely  difterent,  from  th^_ 
schoolmg  of  children.     Besides  the  reasons  assigned  in  t' 
resolutions  of  the  former  committee  for  withholding  ai 
portion  of  these  funds  from  any  institute  of  education,  it 
apparent  that  the  fund  itself,  large  and  liberal  as  it  is,  co 
be  applied  only  to  an  establishment  extremely  partial  a" 
limited,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  instruction  to  begiv 
but  to  the  persons  who  could  be  benefited  by  it.     Fo 
national  vmversity^  besides  the  utter  inadequatoness  of 
fund  for  such  an  establishment,  all  its  benefits  would  n 
sarily  be  confined  to  a  very  small  number  of  students  fr 
the  city  of  Washington  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  togetEI 
with  a  number,  scarcely  larger,  who,  at  an  expense  w 
none  but  the  wealthy  could  afford,  might  resort  from 
tant  parts  of  the  Union  to  Washington,  for  learning,  w 
after  all,  they  could  acquire  with  equal  proficiency  in 
colleges  of  their  own  respective  States.     A  school  dev 
to  any  particular  branch  of  science — as,  for  example,  a 
itary  or  naval  school;  a  farm  school,  or  school  of  mec 
arts;    a  school   of  law,  physic,  or   divinity;    a  school 
mines,  of  natural  history,  of  metaphysics,  literature,  morai 
or  politics — however  effective  for  teaching  these   seve 
branches  of  science,  would  be  available  only  for  a  ver^ 
small  number  of  individuals,  and  very  ill  adapted  to  pr^ 
mote  Xha  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 
If  education  had  been  the  peculiar  object  of  Mr.  Smithson^s 
solicitude,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  he  would  have  been 
desirous  of  diffusing  the  benefits  of  his  institution  among 
all  classes  of  the  community  as  extensively  as  might  be 
possible ;  that  he  would  have  devoted  it  to  the  endowment 
of  primary  schools;  of  infant  or  Sunday  schools;  of  insti- 
tutions, in  fine,  where  the  recipients  or  his  bounty  would 
have  been  at  once  in  great  numbers,  and  of  the  class  of 
society  which  pre-eminently  needs  the  blessing  of  elemen- 
tary instruction.     It  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  an  excel- 
lent disposal  of  his  ample  fortune,  and  would  indirectly 
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ibve  contributed  to  the  iucreaee  and  diffusicm  of  knowledge 
Dong  men.  But,  had  this  heen  his  desigD,  he  could 
r»^itlier  have  located  his  institution  at  thu  city  of  Waahine- 
ton,  uor  have  selected  for  trustees  and  ngcnts  to  fulfill  hia 
d-^aigii  the  [Jiiited  States  of  America. 

In  proposing  that  an  astronomical  observatory  should  be 
-tilke    first  object  for  the  application   of  the  annual  income 
^rozn  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  and  that  the  appropriations 
»hould  be  confined  to  that  object  until  an  establishment  of 
ia.t  character  shall  be  completed,  not  inferior  for  efficiency 
>  anv  other  devoted  to  the  same  science  in  any  part  of  the 
oria,  this  committee  have  been  not  altogether  unintluenced 
t*y  anticipations  of  the  impression  which  it  will  make  upon 
the    reputation   of    these    United    Htates   throughout   the 
1  earned  and  scientific  world.     As  a  commercial  and  navigat- 
ing nation,  they  stand  already  in  the  first  rank  of  Christian 
oommuntties.     To  the  science  of  geogniphy,  so  far  as  it  can 
l>«  improved  by  adventurous  enterprise  in  exploring  the  nn- 
frequented    paths   of    every_  ocean,  they   have   contributed 
L  Uselr  share  of  private  and  individual  exertion.     The  expe- 
I  dition  now  floating  upon  a  distant  sea,  in  search  of  new 
discoveries  upon  tlie  surface  of  the  globe,  aflords  a  signal 
testimonial  of  the  interest  taken  by  this  Government  in  the 
itiureaso   and   diffusion   of  geographical  knowledge.     Nor 
^uis  astronomy  been  wholly  neglected  in  the  instructions 
given  for  the  conduct  of  the  expedition.     But  there  exists 
flo  permanent   establishment   throughout   the    Union    for 
systematic  continual  observation  of  the  phenomena  of  the 
Wvens;  for  the  mathematical  calculations  to  furnish  the 
(irtGlical  results  of  observation ;  and  for  periodical  publica- 
tion,  for   the  benefit  of  the  comraereial,  navigating,  and 
M'Sntitic  world,  of  the  fruita  of  this  combined  observation 
«iij  calculation.     To  supply  this  deficiency,  the  bequest  of 
Janes  Smithaon  fortunately  furnishes  the  means,  without 
needing  the  assistance  of  any  contribution  from  the  public 
funds  of  the  nation.     Should  the  Government  of  the  Union, 
reiponding  to  an  impulse  of  emulation  in  laudable  pursuits 
which  may  be  kindled  in  the  minds  of  this  ambitious  peo- 
ple, by  successful  results  in  the  application  of  the   Smith- 
sonian fiinds,  heroailer   be   disposed   to  appropriate  some 
portion  of  the  moneys  levied  upon  the  people  themselves 
to  the  odvancement  of  astronomical  or  geographical  knowl- 
edge, there  will   bo   ample  field  for  demonstrating  to  the 
world  that  the  United  States  of  America  were  not  only 
worthy  of  the  honor  done  them  by  a  generous  foreigner,  in 
aolecting  them  as  the  administrators  of  his  bequest  for  the 
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improvement  of  the  condition  of  man,  but  that  the  Ameri 
can  people  themselves  will  require  a  liberal  application  o 
their  own  revenues,  levied  upon  themselves,  to  the  8am< 
lofty-spirited  purpose.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  tha 
it  will  be  expedient  to  keep  the  Smithsonian  bequest  withii 
itself,  resting  upon  its  own  resources,  and  reserving  to  th< 
memory  of  the  founder  himself  whatever  of  credit  or  o 
gratitude  may  be  due  to  the  successful  accomplishment  o 
his  benevolent  design.  Not  a  ray  of  glory  can  be  conceii 
trated  upon  him,  but  will  be  reflected  back  upon  tho6< 
whom  he  selected  as  his  administrators  and  trustees. 

With  these  observations,  the  committee  submit  the  bill 
and  proposed  amendments  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House. 

A  BILL  to  provide  for  the  disposal  and  management  of  the  fund  be- 
queathed by  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States,  for  the  establishment 
of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  meo« 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  ik^ 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Vice-President^ 
the  United  States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretaries^ 
State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and  of  the  Navy,  the  Attorney  General 
the  United  States,  and  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  all  duri 
the  time  when  they  shall  hold  their  respective  offices,  together  with  th — 
members  of  the  Senate  and  four  members  of  the  House  of  Representati 
to  be  annually  elected  by  their  respective  Houses  on  the  second  Wednei 
of  December,  and  to  continue  in  office  until  others  are  elected  in  tl 
stead,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate 
the  style  and  title  of  the  trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  tli« 
crease  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  with  perpetual  succ< 
and  the  usual  powers,  duties,  and  liabilities,  incident  to  corporations. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  corporation  so  consti't-'" 
shall  have  power  to  appoint,  from  citizens  of  the  United  States  other  "^ 
members  of  the  board,  a  secretary  and  a  treasurer,  to  hold  their  o:^ 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  and  removable  at  their  pleasure* 
others  to  be  appointed  in  their  places,  and  to  fix  their  compensations, 
the  secretary  and  treasurer  only  shall  receive  pecuniary  compensation^ 
their  services,  and  those  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  slia-"' 
gratuitous.  And  the  offices  of  secretary  and  treasurer  may,  at  the  cl»^  ^ 
tion  of  the  board  of  trustees,  be  hold  by  the  same  person. '  The  seci 
and  treasurer  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
respective  offices ;  and  the  treasurer  shall  give  bond,  with  the  pen 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secre' 
the  Treasury,  for  the  safe  custody  .and  faithful  application  of  all  the 
of  the  Institution  which  may  come  to  his  hands  or  be  at  his  disposal. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sum  of  five  hundr^ 
eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and  forty-six 
placed  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  first  day  of  Sep't 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  as  the  proceeds,  in  part,  of  the  1 
of  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States,  togothor  with  all  sums  whic 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  realized,  shall  be  passed  hereafter  to  the  cr 
a  fund,  to  be  denominated  the  Smithsonian  fund,  in  the  Treasury  ^^ 
United  States.  And  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pleci^^*'*^ 
the  preservation  of  the  said  fund  undiminished  and  unimpaired,  to  l:>eftr 
terest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  a  year,  payable  on  the  first  days  o^   J*^ 
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r^-  tnd  July,  to  tbe  treuurer  of  the  board  of  trustesB  of  the  Smitbsonian 
ix%i,  to  be  applied  to  tbe  porpoeee  of  the  fund,  conformably  to  the  lews, 
id  (ubject  to  the  revision  and  regulations  of  tha  board  of  truBtees. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  cnaeied,  That  no  part  of  the  said  Smithsonian 
ind,  prindpal  ot  interest,  shall  he  applied  to  any  school,  college,  univer- 
ty,  ioaliluie  of  education,  or  ecclesiastical  eatablishineiit. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  the  ap[jroprialioiia  lo  be  toado 
'<3in  time  to  time  by  Congress,  to  the  purpoecs  of  tbo  Smithsonian  Institu- 
on,  as  declared  by  the  testator,  shall  ho  eicluMvcly  from  the  accruing 
ttoreit,  and  not  from  tbe  principal,  of  tbe  said  fund :  Proviiled,  That  Cod- 
, reas  shall  rcl^ia  the  power  of  iDvesting,  at  their  discretion,  tbe  principal 
C  mtjd  fund  in  any  other  manner,  so  as  lo  secure  not  li'ss  than  a  yearly 

c.  8.  AndbeitfuHher  enacttd,  That  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 

,  part  of  the  first  year's  interest  accruing  on  the  same  Smithsonian  fund, 

t»«,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  towards  the  erection  and  eatablish- 
moDt,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  of  an  astroaomical  obasrvatorj,  adapted 
t/a  tbe  moat  cQective  and  continual  observations  of  the  phenomena  of  the 
Iteik-vani ;  to  be  provided  with  tbe  necessary,  best,  and  must  perfect  instru- 
etttsand  hoolfs,  for  tho  periodical  publication  of  the  said  observations, 
id  for  tbe  annual  composition  and  publication  of  a  nautical  almanac. 
Sko.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe  said  observatory  shall  be 
*rect«d  under  tbe  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  subject  to  the 
■approbation  of  the  Preeideut  of  tbe  United  States.  And  the  site  for  the 
oame  ihalt  he  selected  upon  land,  in  tbe  city  of  Washington,  belonging  to 
%be  United  States ;  and  the  land  necessary  for  the  same,  and  for  any  other 
■>uiI<lingB  proper  to  bo  connected  with  the  said  observatory  and  the  appur- 
*"i»»Bc«  tteroof,  is  hereby  granted,  and  shall  be  duly  conveyed,  as  a  deed 
of  eift,  to  tho  Irustoes  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  to  their  successors  for- 
^▼oj-,  io  aid  of  the  purposes  of  the  said  Institution. 

Bu.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  expenditures  made  by  tbe  said 
»oard  shall  he  subject  to  tbe  approval  of  tho  President  of  the  United  States  ; 
>Ad  ail  the  accounts  thereof  sball  be  reported  to  tbe  Secretary  of  tlie  Treas- 
^^y,  and  audited,  under  his  direction,  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury 
I^psutment ;  and  the  said  board  shall  report  to  Congress,  at  every  session 
UMreof,  the  state  of  tbe  Smithsonian  fund,  and  a  full  statement  of  their 
'MtipU  and  expenditures  during  tbu  preceding  year. 

8(0.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Qrst  meeting  of  the  trustees 
*f  theSmithsonianfund  shall  be  held  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  third 

of neil;   and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  custody  of  the  said 

find,  and  the  expenditures  under  the  appropriation  herein  made,  shall  be 
Mdaod  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  subject  to  the  appro- 
MJon  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sio.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  a  board  of  visitors, 
■a  be  annually  appointed,  consisting  of  nine  members ;  two  of  whom  to  he 
MBinissiuned  officers  of  the  army,  to  be  appointed  by  tho  Secretary  of 
Vtr;  two  commissioned  officers  of  the  navy,  to  be  appointed  by  tho  Soc- 
leCary  of  tbe  Navy ;  the  mayors  for  the  time  being  of  the  cities  of  Alex- 
sodna  and  of  Oi'orgelown,  within  the  District  of  Columbia;  andonociti- 
Kn  of  each  of  tbe  cities  of  Washington,  and  Alexandria,  and  Ocorgetown, 
to  be  appointed  bj  the  President  of  the  United  Stales;  who  shall  meet  on 
the  first  Monday  of  February,  at  eleven  o'clock,  before  noon,  at  the  said 
utroDomicHl  observatory,  and  visit  and  inspect  the  condition  of  the  snid 
OhMfValory,  and  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  generally.  They  shall 
ehooM  amons  themselves  a  chairman,  and  shall  make  report  tu  ihu  Presi- 
dsnt  of  the  United  Stales  of  the  said  condition  of  the  institution ;  specifi- 
cally indicating  in  what  respect  the  institution  has,  during  tbe  preceding 
ytmr,  contribuwd  to  the  purpose  of  tbe  founder — tbe  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men.  To  this  board  the  astronomical  observator  shall 
—  *"  a  report  to  the  aame  effect,  so  &t  as  regards  the  astronomical  branch 
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of  the  institation  ;  which  report  shall  be  annexed  to  that  of  the  hoard  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  communicate  the  said  reports 
to  Congress.  The  services  of  the  members  of  the  said  board  shall  be  gra- 
tuitous ;  but  the  expenses  incidental  to  their  meeting  and  the  performance 
of  their  duties  shall  be  included  in  the  annual  estimates  of  tne  War  and 
Navy  Departments,  alternately,  and  paid  from  the  contingent  expenaet 
thereof  respectively. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  is  reserved  to  Oongrefls 
the  right  of  altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing,  any  of  the  prori- 
sions  of  this  act,  which  shall  be  found  inconvenient  upon  experience :  Pro* 
vided,  That  no  contract  or  individual  right,  made  or  acquired  under  sadh 
provisions,  shall  thereby  be  impaired  or  divested. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  sixtv  thousand  dol- 
lars from  the  second  and  third  years'  interest  of  the  Smitnsonian  bequest 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  invested  so  as  to  yield  a 
yearly  income  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  a  year ;  from  which  yearly  income 
shall  be  paid  the  compensation  of  an  astronomical  observator,  to  be  ap* 
pointed  by^  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  repairs 
upon  the  buildings,  as  they  may  be  required. 
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Estimate  of  the  expense  of  erecting  an  astronomical  observatory  of  the  first 
class  f  and  of  supporting  it  by  appropriations  from  the  income  of  the  Smith- 
sonian fund. 

In  the  letter  of  11th  October,  1888,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  communi- 
cated to  Congress  with  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  6th  of  Decem- 
ber of  that  year,  a  conjectural  estimate  was  given  of  the  expense  of  estaW 
lishing  and  maintaining  a  permanent  astronomical  observatory,  and  of  thov 
periodical  publication  of  the  results  of  the  observations  there  made,  and  o^" 
a  nautical  almanac.     That  estimate  contemplated  the  income  of  seven  year» 
of  the  fund  as  indispensably  necessary  for  completing  and  organizing  tho 
establishment  in  such  manner  as  to  avoid  all  encroachment  on  the  capital 
of  the  Smithsonian  fund ;  to  increase  it  by  providing  from  its  income  per- 
manent funds  for  the  discbarge  of  the  most  of  constantly  accruing  expend- 
itures incident  to  it ;  and  to  relieve  the  fund  itself  forever  after  from  any 
further  contribution  to  this  branch  of  the  institution. 

Further  reflection,  and  the  information  received  of  the  expenses  actuallv 
chargeable  upon  the  Greenwich  Observatory,  and  defrayed  by  the  British 
Government,  have  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  estimate  was  yet  not  suffl* 
ciently  liberal ;  and  that,  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  above  purposes,  not 
less  than  ten  years  of  the  income  will  be  required  exclusively  for  this  ob- 
ject.    But,  of  this  large  sum,  an  overbearing  proportion  will,  while  pro- 
viding for  all  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  establishment,  at  the  same  time 
increase  the  capital  of  the  fund  by  the  value  of  the  buildings  erected,  and 
of  the  instruments  and  books  purchased,  and  by  the  amount  of  the  funds, 
from  the  interest  of  which  the  observinsj  astronomer,  his  assistants,  and  all 
the  persons  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  observatory,  shall  receive 
their  compensation.     The  following  is  a  gross  estimate  of  the  sums  which, 
it  is  believed,  will  be  required  for  the  full  execution  of  the  plan  presented 
in  the  bill  herewith  rpported  : 
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^"fimaie  of  the  appropriations  fi'om  the  tmnual  income  of  the  Smitheonian 
fundf  aseumed  to  be  thirty  thousand  dollars, 

*or  the  purchase  of  land,  and  construction  of  the  necessary 
feildings— one  year $80,000 

^or  a  liuid,  from  the  yearly  income  of  which  the  compensation 
of  the  ohserving  astronomer  shall  he  paid,  two  years 60,000 

The  interest  of  this  sum  will  he  $3,600  a  year,  of  which 
1,000  a  year  may  he  fixed  as  the  salary  of  the  astronomer, 
id $600  for  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  re-  ' 
pflkin  upon  the  huildings,  as  they  may  l:^  required. 

^or  m,  fund,  fVom  the  yearly  income  of  which  four  assistants  to 
flutronomer,  and  two  lahorera  necessary  for  attendance  on 
9  for  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  huildings — four  years       120,000 

^The  income  would  he  $7,200  a  year,  of  which  $6,000  a  year 
i>ighthe  for  the  compensation  of  four  assistants,  at  $1,500 
^  year  each,  and  two  tahorers,  each  at  $600  a  year. 

fo*-  Oia^parchase  and  procurement  of  instruments — one  year 80,000 

Of  this,  $20,000  might  he  applied  to  furnish  an  assortment 

the  hest  instruments  to  he  procured,  and  $10,000  a  fund, 

'om  the  interest  of  which  other  instruments  may  he  from 

ttie  to  time  procured,  as  occasions  for  the  use  of  them  may 

^^i«e,  and  for  repairs  of  the  instruments,  as  needed. 

^«  library — one  year 80,000 

910,000  for  first  supply  ;  $20,000  for  a  fund  for  an  income 
^^  $1,200  a  year,  for  a  constant  supply  of  new  works  and 
l^^riodical  publications  upon  science  in  other  parts  of  ti^e 
,  ^orld,  or  in  America. 

^I^^te  for  a  fund,  from  the  income  of  which  $1,800  a  year 
^^^  be  defrayed — the  expense  of  the  yearly  publication  of  the 

^▼ttiona,  and  of  a  nautical  almanac— one  year 80,000 


John  Q.  Adams  to  Christopher  Hughes. 

Washington,  April  10,  1889. 
OliaSiK:  I  wish  to  obtain  information  upon  the  following  points  rela- 
™8tothe  royal  observatory  at  Greenwich  : 

!•  By  whom,  and  at  whose  expense,  was  the  royal  observatory  at  Green- 
•^ built?    At  whose  expense  is  it  maintained  ? 

^  What  are  the  buildings  connected  with  it,  and  how  much  land  is  there 
iroond  it  belonging  to  it  ? 

^  Has  it  at  any  time  been  rebuilt,  or  has  its  construction  been  in  any- 
»i«e  altered  ? 

i  By  whom  is  the  astronomer  royal  appointed  and  paid  ?  AVhat  is  the 
anioniit  of  his  compensation  ? 

^.  What  are  his  duties?  and  in  what  manner  are  thoy  prescribed  7  Is 
there  a  standing  instruction  to  regulate  his  observations?  Is  he  required 
Vj  make  reports  ?  and.  if  so,  to  whom  ? 

6.  Are  tncre  any  other  persons  attached  to  the  observatory  as  assit;tant»>, 
ca/eolators,  or  servants  ?  If  so,  what  are  their  duties  and  their  compenHa- 
tion? 

7.  What  are  the  instruments  used  at  the  observatory  ?  By  whom,  and 
af  whose  expense,  are  they  furnished  ?  What  was  their  cost,  and  by  whom 
w^re  they  made?  A  list  of  them,  with  their  prices,  and  their  oiaker'a 
5j.iiDe,  would  be  very  acceptable. 
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8.  Ib  there  any  library  belonging  to  the  establishment  ?  If  so,  .oonsiai- 
ing  of  what  books  ? 

9.  Who  is  now  the  most  eminent  mathematical  and  astronomical  iiiBtm* 
ment  maker  in  London  ?    Is  there  any  successor  to  Troughton  ? 

If  you  can  obtain  me  any  information  of  the  same,  or  similar  particulmrt 
with  regard  to  any  of  the  public  observatories  in  any  part  of  the  continent 
of  Europe,  I  shall  owe  you  another  obligation  for  the  oommunicatioa  of 
them. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  with  the  highest  esteem  and  respect,  your  friend  aad 
servant, 

JoHir  Q.  Adajcb.  . 

Christopher  Hughes,  Esq. 


Answers  by  the  Astronomer  Royal^  the  Rev.  Oeorge  B.  Airy^  to  Mr.  Adams* 

questionsy  dated  10th  April,  1889. 

1.  The  royal  observatory  at  Greenwich  was  built,  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II,  (about  1670,}  and  the  buildings 
have  always  been  repaired  or  extended  at  the  expense  of  the  Government. 
The  instruments  used  by  Flamsteed,  the  first  astronomer  royal,  were  not 
furnished  by  the  Government,  and  were  taken  away  by  his  executors. 
Since  that  time,  the  instruments  have  always  been  furnished  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, except  in  two  instances  where  instruments  have  been  presented. 
The  observations  are  now  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  Governm^ii. 
Thus  every  expense  connected  with  the  observatory  is  defrayed  by  Um 
Government.  The  observatory  was  at  first  connected  with  the  ordnanoe 
department  of  the  executive,  (I  believe  from  the  accidental  circumstance 
that  Sir  Jonas  Moor,  the  personal  friend  of  Flamsteed,  and  one  ci  tiie 
original  proposers  of  the  observatory,  was  then  master-general  of  the  ord- 
nance.) In  the  year  1816  or  1817  it  was  transferred  to  the  admiralty  de- 
partment. The  estimates  for  the  annual  expense  of  the  observatory  are 
inserted  under  the  '^scientific  branch"  of  the  admiralty  account  in  the 
Parliamentarv  estimates,  and  are  voted  annually  by  Parliament. 

In  the  origmal  institution  of  the  observatory,  no  provision  wag  made  for 
the  printing  of  the  observations,  or  for  the  communication  of  the  repults  to 
the  public  in  any  way,  and  no  obligation  to  that  effect  was  imposed  on  the 
astronomer  royal.  When  Flamsteed  had  held  the  office  about  thirty  years,, 
and  had  published  nothing,  the  Royal  Society  applied  to  the  Queen  to  ap- 

Soint  a  board  of  visitors  (one  of  them  being  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  the  Presi* 
ent  of  the  Royal  Society]  to  superintend  the  observatory  generally,  a^d 
with  power  to  require  a  puolication  of  the  observations.  (For  a  full  detail 
of  the  quarrel  which  followed,  I  would  refer  to  Baily's  Account  of  ike  lAfs 
^c,  of  John  Flamsteed^  which  may  probably  be  found  in  the  libraries  of 
the  scientific  bodies  in  America.)  An  edition  of  the  observations  was 
printed  by  them ;  but  another  edition  was  afterwards  printed  by  Flamsteed 
himself.  Halley,  the  next  astronomer  royal,  printed  nothing  of  observa- 
tions. Bradley  and  Bliss  left  manuscripts;  but  the  right  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  them  was  disputed,  and  they  wore  ultimately  printed  by  the  Uni- 
versity  of  Oxford.  It  was  not  till  1767,  on  Maskelyne's  accession,  that  the 
King,  (G^rge  III,)  on  the  petition  of  the  Koyal  Society,  ordered  that  the 
observations  should  be  printed  annually  ;  and  since  that  time  there  hat 
been  no  doubt  that  the  observations  are  the  property  of  the  Government, 
and  are  to  be  printed  annually. 

The  board  of  visitors  above  alluded  to  existed  without  alteration  (as  I 
believe)  till  1830 ;  and  it  was  by  that  board  (as  I  imagine)  that  representa- 
tions were  made  to  the  Government  which  led  to  the  purchase  of  instru- 
ments in  Halley's  time,  to  the  regular  printing  of  the  observations  in  Mas- 
kelyne's  time,  &c.     The  president  and  council  of  the  Royal  Society,  (or 
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jMTt  of  them,)  witb  a  nnmbor  of  persona  invited  by  theoi,  either  rellowa  of 
\be  focislj  or  atrBngsr?,  met  once  a  year  it  the  royal  observatory,  inspected 
Ihs  iostrument*,  and  discussed  tho  general  busineia  of  the  observatory. 
Tbitj  bad,  I  believe,  no  power,  except  to  rccommenil  meuures  to  tha  ei- 
ccutic».  Tbe  meeting  woi  rather  aumcrous.  In  1S30  tbc  nid  board  wu 
^olicbi>d,  and  a  now  one  Bp|>ointed,  by  name,  from  the  Rojal  and  Aitro- 
eornical  Docieties.*  Vacancies  are  filled  up  bj  the  president  of  that  sucietj 
in  Kbich  Ifae  vacancies  occur.  Tbjs  board  bas  no  power  to  invite  asses- 
tors  ;  its  power*,  as  to  making  rep  resent*  lions,  Sec,  are  tbo  same  as  those 
oF  Iba  old  board.  On  the  Qrst  appointment  of  tho  new  board,  there  wu 
nhtbiled  in  it  a  mther  voiatii'Us  spirit  towards  the  then  astronomer  royal, 
[Mr.  Pond.]  Since  my  appointment  as  astronomer  royal,  the  board  has 
Marcel y  inlerfbrcd  in  any  thing,  except  in  matters  which  I  have  myself 
luKorted. 

The  visilorg  receive  no  pay.  Lately  it  has  been  ordered  that  thdr  bare 
fiwnsw  bo  paid. 

I  bavn  given  a  rather  comprehensive  answer  to  Mo.  I,  touching  upon  the 
■objecti  of  other  questions,  and  embracing  points  not  at  all  alluded  to  in 
ttt  qiHBtions,  because,  probably,  there  is  no  other  active  institution  whove 
kiilur;  tervei  ao  well  to  suggest  the  points  to  which  attention  ought  to  be 
(irsn  in  founding  a  new  institution  of  similar  character,  as  well  as  the. 
"naoot  of  the  charges  which,  in  future  yearf,  may  be  required  in  sH  the 
Nuchas  of  the  institution. 

1  iiniittod  to  mention  that  the  astronomer  royal's  account  of  disburse- 
""nta,  and  bilU  for  expenses  of  all  kinds  connected  with  tho  observatory, 
•ero  rormorly  audited  by  Ihu  board  of  visitora.  This  audit  waa  found  to 
"ituufBcient ;  and  the  accounts  are  now  transmitted,  in  the  same  way  as 
ll>i»«  of  any  otber  departoient  under  the  admiralty,  to  the  Oov-ernmeDt 
4Se«». 

!<  For  a  plan  of  the  building  flrsl  erected,  1  refer  again  to  Bully's  Ac- 
*■"■<,  #e.i  cited  above.  There  were  a  small  house,  one  largo  room  above 
iti  Covering  netirly  tho  whole  house,  with  lofty  windows  on  all  sides,  jn- 
jBtdftd,  1  suppose,  for  gazing  utronomlcnl  obiervationi,  (but  quile  uieleaa 
wr  the  purposes  of  modern  astronomy,)  a  garden  or  lawn  about  80  feet 
^uaro,  iDd  a  small  low  building  in  one  corner  of  it,  In  which  Fliimsteed'a 
•"•Ity  osflfiil  in»trumeot»  were  placed.  Tho  place  was  very  small.  The 
"Uklion,  in  tho  middle  of  the  royal  parlc  of  Qreenwich,  has  probably  pre- 
T*''«4  the  necessity^  for  enclosure  so  largo  as  would  elsewhere  be  required, 
"■••Ottnob  as  it  was  impoiiiblo  that  liouses  could  bo  built  closo  to  the  en- 
sure. The  history  in  Halley's  time  is  so  defective,  that  I  am  not  certain 
*^th«r  tho  building,  which  is  to  this  time  the  principal  observing  build. 
*Hi  *»is  erected  then  or  not,  but  I  should  think  thai  it  was  j  it  was  car- 
^Oiy  «rected  before  ITJJO,  when  Brndley'ii  regular  observations  begin.  It 
^•i«t»  of  a  room  about  '20  feet  square  for  the  tranut,  and  a  similar  room 
y*^p  quadrants,  (both  on  the  ground  floor,  and  with  no  rooms  above 
!™>>)  anducentral  computing  room,  with  room  for  un  assistant  above. 
•''■  a«l  connected  with  ihe  dwol ling  house.  When  this  was  ococtud,  the 
*"^<isurc  was  nenrly  duubted.  In  Dr.  Maskclyno's  time,  two  small  de- 
■'"^d  rooms  were  covered  with  revolving  domes,  for  eiiuatorial  iiistru- 
?'|''t^  ;  Iheir  siluution  is  particularly  unfavorable.  In  the  beginning  of 
~''L^<Sl«kDlyno's  time,  the  dwelling  house  was  extended.  About  the  end 
*'."*".  Uaskcljnc's  lime,  tho  observing  building  was  citunded,  in  prepa- 
isliact  for  a  mural  circle,  which  was  not  erected  till  after  bis  death,  and 
""^  »i«w  buildings  were  erected  for  library,  &c.,  and  for  iiasistant"s  apart- 
"'"tsi  I  a  building  was  erected,  to  be  covered  with  a  revolving  dome,  (called 

.*^IUiaiewoO]olul  persons,  OS  ttiepresldenln  or  the  twosocletles.  twoprores■ 
■"  "■riheUnlvonlly  of  Oiford.  and  two  professors  of  Iho  University  of  Cam- 
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the  south  dome ;)  an  addition  was  made  to  the  enclosure.  The  whole  en- 
closure was  now  ahout  half  an  acre ;  it  covered  the  whole  of  the  amall 
steep  hill  on  which  the  observatory  stands,  quite  to  the  isthmus  or  neck 
that  connects  it  with  the  table  land  of  the  higher  side  of  the  park.  About 
1817,  part  of  the  steep  dell  behind  the  hill  was  enclosed  as  a  garden  for 
the  astronomer  royal.  In  1887,  part  of  the  table  land  beyond  the  dell  was 
enclosed,  for  the  erection  of  a  magnetic  observatory.  The  dwelling  house, 
which  was  too  small,  was  enlarged  in  1886.  Thus  the  present  state  of  the 
buildings  and  grounds  (1889)  is  nearly  as  follows :  Whole  enclosure  about 
2i  acres,  of  which  1  acre,  or  more,  can  never  be  available  for  buildings,  on 
account  of  the  steepness  of  the  ground,  and  is  used  as  a  garden  and  waste 
ground.  Whole  set  of  buildings:  1.  Dwelling  house  of  the  astronomer 
royal,  with  the  great  room  above  part  it ;  2.  Two  domes,  (east  and  west 
domes,)  detached ;  8.  Detached  range  of  buildings,  including  Flamsteed'a 
small  room,  the  quadrant  room,  (not  used  now,)  the  transit  room,  the  circle 
room,  the  library,  the  chronometer  room,  the  south  dome,  the  computing 
room,  some  assistants'  apartments,  (not  for  their  dwelling,  but  for  their 
comfort  or  repose  in  the  intervals  of  observation;)  4.  Mas^netic  obserya- 
tory,  detached  ;  6.  Carpenter's  shop,  gardener's  shop,  and  other  out-houses. 

The  extent  of  ground  would  not  be  sufficient,  if  there  were  not  the  aafefy 
from  being  surrounded  by  buildings,  which  is  given  by  the  locality  withiti 
a  royal  park. 

8.  The  construction  of  the  observatory  has  been  altered  almost  entirely, 
by  additions ;  nearly  the  whole  of  the  original  work  remains.  The  collec- 
tion of  buildings  is  now  exceedingly  irregular,  and  in  some  respects  incon- 
venient. 

4.  The  astronomer  royal  is  ap^inted  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treat ory ; 
but  his  connection  with  the  admiralty  is  so  close,  that  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  probably  has  the  principal  influence  in  his  appointment.  He 
holds  his  office  by  warrant,  under  the  sign  manual  of  the  sovereign.  The 
salary  was  formerly  £100.  Bradley  and  Bliss  both  held  it  with  professor- 
ships at  Oxfoi'd  ;  but  the  salary  has  gradually  been  raised,  and  is  now  £800, 
(subject  to  a  deduction  for  a  fund  for  superannuation,)  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  astronomer  royal  shall  hold  no  other  office. 

5.  The  duties  of  the  astronomer  royal  are  not  very  definite ;  but,  un- 
doubtedly, he  is  to  attend  to  the  main  points  of  astronomy,  to  the  best  of 
his  Judgment,  rather  than  to  anything  of  a  discursive  nature.  The  appoint- 
ment originated  in  the  desire  of  discovering  means  of  finding  the  longi- 
tude at  sea ;  and,  therefore,  anything  applying  to  longitude  would  speci- 
ally require  his  attention.  In  this  way  the  trials  of  chronometers  first 
became  a  part  of  his  duty  ;  from  which,  by  degrees,  it  arose,  that  the  care 
and  regular  supply  of  chronometers  for  the  royal  navy  were  imposed  upon 
him,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  astronomical  efficiency  of  the  oDservatory. 
Lately,  the  chronometer  businestt  has  been  confined  to  rating  the  chronom- 
eters on  trial  for  purchase,  or  navy  chronometers  brought  on  shore,  with 
occasional  supplies  of  chronometers  to  ships  by  direction  of  the  admiralty, 
and  with  general  superintendence  of  the  repairs. 

The  duties  are  prescribed :  first,  by  the  Queen's  warrant,  which  merely 
directs  the  astronomer  to  apply  himself  with  diligence  to  observing  the 
heavenly  bodies,  for  finding  out  the  so- much-desired  longitude  at  sea  ;  (the 
same  words  as  in  the  warrant  originally  given  to  Flamsteed ;)  second,  by 
the  official  instructions  given  by  the  admiralty  board,  (who  have  been  em- 
powered to  issue  instructions  by  the  Queen  in  council,)  which  enter  a  little 
more  minutely  into  the  duties,  but  necessarily  leave  the  course  of  astro* 
nomical  observations  very  indefinite.* 

The  board  of  admiralty  sometimes  call  on  the  astronomer  royal  for  a 

•The  board  of  visitors  are  empowered  by  their  warrant,  under  the  royal  sign 
ilianual.  to  direct  the  astronomer  royal  to  make  such  observations  as  they  may 
Uilnk  fit :  but  I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  ever  exercised  thin  power. 
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.'q)ort,  bat  it  is  rather  upon  such  matters  as  the  state  of  the  buildings  and 
^tnuDents,  the  conduct  of  the  assistants,  Ac,,  than  upon  the  nature  of  ti^e 
•gnomical  obserrations. 

4  have  myself  introduced  the  rule  of  reading  a  report  to  the  board  of 

'^iton  St  their  annual  meeting  at  the  observatory,  applying  as  well  to  the 

^^^i^nomical  labors  as  to  the  general  occurrences  at  the  observatory  ;  and 

■Jl*  '•port  they  have,  each  year,  ordered  to  be  printed.     (Copies  accompany 

*™*  papsr.)    If  this  custom  be  continued,  there  will,  probaoly,  be  found  a 

/»ore  oomplete  series  of  annals  of  the  observatory  than  has  hitherto  ex- 


^  Besides  the  astronomer  royal,  there  are  six  assistants,  and  a  laborer, 
ii  watchman ;  alM>  a  gate  porter,  (some  old  sailor  from  Qreenwich  hos- 
"l*]  The  duties  of  the  assistants  are,  to  observe,  and  compute,  entirely 
SI"  the  direction  of  the  astronomer  royal.  None  of  these  persons  reside 
y^tLlilii  the  precincts  of  the  observatory,  or  even  within  the  park.  They 
**J^  liouses  for  themselves,  from  the  salaries  mentioned  below,  (part  of  the 
***  "J^*^  being  considered  as  compensation  for  want  of  dwelling-house.) 
.,_^  ^T'lie  salaries  are :  first  assistant,  £850 ;  second  assistant,  £220,  (in  future 
"^^tMXion  this  is  to  be  £190 ;)  third  assistant,  £190 ;  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth 
(f«tants,  £180  each ;   laborer,  £43 ;   gate  porter,  £15  12s.;    watchman^ 

'•    ^e  instruments  in  use  at  this  time  are :  a  transit  instrument,  ten  feet 
ri  ^onstmcted  by  Troughton,  bought  by  the  (government ;  price,  I  think, 


^^  _  -oral  oircle,  six  feet  diameter,  constructed  by  Troughton,  bought  by  the 
'^•^^▼eTnment ;  price,  I  believe,  £600.» 

Zenith  tube,  or  zenith  sector,  of  small  range,  for  the  observation  of  Dra- 
kis  only,  which  passes  very  near  to  the  zenith  of  Qreenwich  ;  purchased 
J{^  Qovemment    I  know  not  the  price. 
^^y^q  eastern  equatorial,  or  Shuckburg's  equatorial,  constructed  by  Bams* 
^•^;  presented  by  Lord  Liverpool. 

j^t  western  equatorial ;  a  very  worthless  instrument. 
/^^  southern  equatorial,  or  Sheepshank's  equatorial.     The  object-glass 
^^^  by  a  Parisian  artist,  (I  think  byCauchoix;)  presented  by  the  Rev. 
••  Bli«M)shanks ;  the  mounting  by  Mr.  T.  Grubb,  of  Dublin,  at  the  expense 
'^Government;  iU  cost  £205. 
weril  telescopes ;  prices  unknown — some  probably  exceeding  £100. 
^ersl  clocks  ;  the  most  expensive  cost,  I  believe,  £200. 
^OQght  not  to  omit  that  there* is  machiuery  for  raising  a  large  ball,  (five 
■^  in  diameter,)  on  the  top  of  the  house,  *iand  dropping  it  precisely  at  1 
p*^  every  day  as  a  signal  by  which  the  chronometers  on  board  the'ships 
tJ^  river  Thames  may  be  rated.    It  was  erected  at  the  expense  of  the 
wernment ;  I  know  not  the  cost. 

Bendes  these,  there  is  the  magnetic  apparatus,  yet  imperfect ;  the  expense 
hitherto  incurred  has  been  £30  or  £40. 

8.  There  is  a  library,  covering  the  walls  of  a  room  twenty  feet  square. 
It  consists  principally  of  the  transactions  of  societies^  of  mathematical  and 
astrooomical  works,  works  on  the  literature  of  astronomy,  nautical  astron- 
^^Ji  voyages,  &c.  In  these  respects  it  is  a  very  good  library.  It  has  been 
collected,  jiartly  at  the  expense  of  Government,  and  partly  from  the  pres- 
ents of  pnvate  persons  and  official  bodies. 

9.  The  best  instrument-makers  in   London,  at  the  present  time,   are 

'VTilliam  Simms,  (successor  of  Trought«»n,  formerly  his  partner,)  186  Fleet 

street;  Thomas  Jones,  62  Charine  Cross;   George  Dolland,  59  St.  Paul's 

ebarcbyard.     Dolland  is  principally  known  for  his  telescopes  and  optical 

instruments ;  he  has  had  little  experience  in  the  construction  of  large  grad- 


•  Another  mural  circle,  of  the  same  slse,  constructed  by  Jones,  has  lately  been 
MBt  firom  the  royal  observatory  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
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uated  instruments.  I  know  no  maker  who  can  be  considered  as  sncoMSor 
to  Troughton  in  originality  and  boldness  of  ideas. 

The  whole  annual  expense  of  the  observatory  to  the  Government|  inolnd- 
ing  salaries,  additions  and  repairs  to  buildings,  additions  and  repairs  to 
instruments,  and  printing,  exceeds  £8,000. 

Miscellaneous  information  relating  to  other  observatorieB, 

1.  The  observatory  at  Cambridge  was  built,  partly  by  private  subscrip- 
tion, parti V  by  grant  from  the  funds  of  the  university,  in  1820,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  about  £20,000.    It  is  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  university. 

That  at  Oxford,  I  believe,  was  built  from  the  funds  bequeathed  for  thai 
purpose  by  Dr.  Radctiffo. 

Those  at  Edinburgh  and  Qlasgow  were  commenced  by  private  subscrip- 
tion, and  afterwards  assisted  by  the  Qovernment. 

That  at  Armagh  was  built  from  funds  bequeathed. 

That  at  Dublin  in  like  manner. 

I  know  not  how  those  of  Oxford,  Armagh,  and  Dublin ^  are  maintained ; 
but  I  believe  that  the  salaries  of  the  observers,  as  well  as  the  general  sop- 
port  and  repairs  of  the  buildings  and  instruments,  are  defrayed  from  tfie 
bequests. 

2.  In  the  whole  of  these,  (Glasgow  excepted,  which  is  not  much  ad^r 
vanced,)  there  is  a  dwelling-nouse  for  the  astronomer,  and  in  some  there 
are  dwelling^  for  assistants ;  connected  in  all  cases  by  building  under  the 
same  roof,  or  by  enclosed  passages,  with  the  observatory. 

The  enclosure  of  land  aoout  the  Cambridge  observatory  is  seven  aoreSf 

That  at  Oxford,  a  field,  perhaps  not  so  large. 

That  at  Dublin,  about  thirty  acres. 

The  new  Russian  observatory,  at  Pulkowa,  about  fifty  acres. 

8.  I  do  not  think  that  either  of  the  observatories  which  I  have  men- 
tioned has  undergone  great  alteration.  The  Cambridge  observatory,  built 
in  1820,  has  not  itself  undergone  any  alteration  ;  but,  on  occasions  of  the 
presentation  of  a  large  telescope,  (20  feet  long  and  12  inches  in  aperture,) 
a  new  detached  building  was  erected  for  it.  I  may  remark,  that  the  Cam-. 
bridge  observatory  was  built  on  a  plan  architecturally  symmetrical ;  which 
arrangement  I  should  deprecate  in  any  new  observatory,  on  account  of  the^ 
difficulties  which  it  presents  to  all  future  alterations. 

4.  The  astronomer  at  Cambridge  is  the  Plumian  professor.  This  ofiScer 
is  elected  by  the  trustees  of  the  estate  bequeathed  by  a  Dr.  Plume,  and  is 

paid  by  the  rent  of  the  estate,  amounting  to  about  £800  per  annum.     When 

I  was  elected  to  that  office  in  1827,  I  represented  to  the  senate  of  the  Cam- 
bridge University  that  this  sum  was  not  sufficient  remuneration  for  the 
duties  of  the  observatory,  and  the  senate  increased  the  payment  to  £500  by 
annual  grant  from  the  funds  of  the  university. 

The  astronomers  at  Oxford  and  Dublin  are  appointed  by  the  trustees  ol 
certain  estates,  and  are  paid  from  their  rents.  I  believe  that  the  astrono- 
mer at  Armagh  is  elected  and  paid  in  the  same  manner. 

For  the  appointment  of  the  astronomer  at  Edinburgh,  the  qonsent  of  the 
Government  is  necessary.     I  know  not  how  he  is  paid. 

5.  I  do  not  think  that  in  any  of  these  instances  there  is  any  distinct  sel 
of  instructions  or  definition  of  duties.     At  Cambridge,  there  is  a  board  o^K 
visitors,  which  meets  at  least  three  times  in  each  year  at  the  observatory  ^ 
one  of  these  meetings  being  attended  also  by  otfier  members  of  the  udi-^- 
versity  and  strangers.     I  introduced  at  Cambridge  the  custom  of  readin| 
a  report  to  the  visitors  at  each  regular  meeting.     The  visitors  are  requin 
to  make  a  report  once  a  year  to  the  senate  of  the  university. 

In  instituting  a  new  observatory,  it  appears  to  me  very  desirable  thi 

■^H^ce  should  bo  appointed  a  body  like  the  board  of  visitors  at  Greenwicr"-^ 

4iad  at  Cambridge,  with  power  to  require  reports  from  the  astronomer,  an  -^ 
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irliap«  lo  direct  him  i 
«  goroniing  body. 


e  degcpo,  and  with  the  duty  of  reporting  to 

The  vltitora  of  the  Cambridge  obserratory  are  all  members  ol  tbe  aeoata 
.  «f  tii«  univerKitjr.  The  visitors  of  the  Greenwich  observatory  are  perMos 
living  in  different  parts  of  Englund, 

S>  At  Cambridge  observatory  there  are  two  assistants  and  u  laborer. 
Al  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  'the  same. 

At  £dinborgh,  Dublin,  and  Armagh,  I  believe  ona  assistant  each, 
Thoir  duties  are  to  observe  and  lo  calculate,  under  the  direction  of  the 
»>troDomcr. 

The  SBlaries  of  the  Cambridge  a^i^igtiiDU  arc,  1  think,  £80  each  per  an- 
num,  with  apartments. 

7.  Tlse  inslrumcnta  at  Cambridge  observatory  are — 
A  mural  circle,  8  feet  in  diameter,  made  by  Troughton ;  price,  £1 ,060. 
A  tntiuit  inttrument,  10  feet  long,  made  by  Dolland  :  price,  I  believe, 
XSOO. 

An  equatorial  G-fcet  telescope,  made  by  Jonc9 ;  prico,  about  £750 ;  (many 
wwnplaiota  of  thU  price.) 

Several  small  instruments,  telotcopea,  &r. 
Thpeo  clock*  ;  one  cost  £100  to  £120. 

A  20- feet  loleiieape,  presented  by  the  Duke  of  Northumberland. 
At  Oxfurd  there  are  eome  onadrnnls,  not  used  ;  and  also  a  circle,  4  feet 
diameler,  made  by  Jones  ;  ana  an  old  transit, 

At  Kdinburgb  :  a  mural  circle,  4  feet  in  diameter,  made  by  Simms ;  and 
a  tranaii,  made  by  Repsold,  of  Hamburgh. 

At  Armagh  :  »  mural  circle,  4  foct  in  diameter,  made  by  Jone^ ;  and  a 
"•wit.  (maltar  not  known.) 

At  Dublin :  an  altitude  and  azimuth  instrument ;  the  vertical  circle,  8 
^Mt  in  diameter,  made  by  Ramsden ;  and  a  transit. 
I  I  may  romnrk,  that,  in  the  construction  of  instrumenls,  expenie  may 
'nV^mtly  bo  avoiddd  by  leaving  some  points  to  the  discretion  of  Iheinstru- 
DMOtmakn'.  As  an  instance :  when  I  superintended  the  equatorial  mount- 
'"I'f  the20-fuot  Iclesoopo  at  Cambridge,  I  found  occasion  for  »6-feet  circle, 
>^  I  dlroclod  it  lo  bo  east  in  one  piece  of  bell  metal.  It  appears  to  answer 
perfectly  well.  Mr.  Simms  is  quite  satisfied  with  it,  and  thinks  it  possiblo 
tblt  it  might  he  made,  at  still  less  expense,  of  cast-iron.  Since  that  lime, 
Mr.  Simms  has  had,  I  believe,  two  orders  for  large  circles  ;  and  when  I 
hate  urged  him  to  have  each  cast  in  one  piece,  ho  has  cjLpressed  his  wish  lo 
ddio;  but  liaa  informed  me  that  his  orders  were  to  make  them  "  like  the 
Oreuwich  circles,"  and  has  therefore  considered  himself  compelled  to  put 
l""!!)  together  in  many  pieces,  in  the  same  way  as  the  Greenwich  circles,  at 
mch  greater  eupcnse  thnn  would  have  been  implied  in  the  construction 
Bntioned  above. 

G.  B,  AiRT. 
Am  8,  ISSU. 
Since  writing  the  answ 
Ulowing  list  of  prices : 

Tb«  mural  circles  for  Greenwich,  Oracow,  Brussels,  Edinburgh,  and 
Luckoow,  arc  all  of  the  same  dimensions,  (six  feet  in  diameter,)  and  were 
all  made  by  Troughton.  The  price  in  each  case  was  £785,  Mr.  8imms 
stalM  that  at  this  price  thure  was  no  proflt,  (Troughton  was  wholly  ragard- 
leoB  of  profit  in  constructing  theie  instruments,)  and  that  he  would  not  like 
lo  undertake  one  for  lcs.4  than  £900. 

Thn  mural  circle  for  Cambridge,  eight  feet  in  diameter,  was  made  by 
Trnughlon,  for  £1,OdO, 

Troughton  was  paid  for  the  Greenwich  transit  £316,  which  t^um  did  not 
include  the  object-glass.  Mr.  Simms  states  that  the  cost  now  would  be  460 
(ulDeos  for  the  Instrument  complete.     Its  length  is  ten  feet. 

Troughton  received  for  the  Brussels  equatorial  460  guineas  ;  but  this  waa 
loa  litt^ ;  it  ought  to  have  been  £600.     (I  think  that  the  length  of  the  tel- 


s  above,  1   iiave  received  from  Mr.  Simms  the 
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eseope  is  five  feet ;  the  diameter  of  the  declination  circle,  three  feet ;  an 
that  of  the  hour  circle,  two  feet,  or  two  and  a  half  feet.) 

A  very  good  clock  for  Lucknow  cost  £80.    An  inferior  clock  £28. 

G.  B.  AiBT. 

June  11,  1889. 


Mr.  Adams  then  reproduces  the  meesagee  of  the  President  and  the  co 
respondence  between  Mr.  Bush,  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  M 
Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  concerning  the  action  taken  to  secure  the  b 
quest,  all  of  which  appears  in  its  proper  place. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Munroe  that  5,000  exU 
copies  of  the  report  above,  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  of  tl 
reports  of  committees  heretofore  made,  with  the  oth< 
papers  in  relation  to  the  subject,  be  printed  for  the  use  < 
the  members. 

House  op  Representatives,  March  19,  1840. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur 
transmitting  statements  of  monevs  invested  in  the  stocks  i 
the  several  States,  was  read  and  laid  upon  the  table : 

Treasury  Dspartmsmt,  March  17,  ISiO. 

Sir  :  This  report  is  suhmitted  in  ohedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Hon 

of  Representatives  of  the  9th  instant,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Tres 

ary  to  furnish  "  a  statement  of  all  the  public  moneys  of  the  United  Stat 

invested  in  the  stocks  of  the  several  Slates,  specifying  the  amount  invest 

in  the  stocks  of  each  State ;  the  authority  by  which  each  investment  w 

made ;  the  terms,  and  rate  of  interest,  of  each  contract ;    the  secarity  i 

ceived  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  principal  of  each  debt ;  the  rate  p 

centum  given  in  the  purchase  of  the  bonds  ;  and  the  market  value  of   i 

bonds  at  the  times  of  the  respective  investments,  and  at  the  present  time : 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  this  department  is  not  aware  that  any  '* 

the  public  moneys  of  the  United  StaieSf"  he\d  in  their  own  right,  are  *'  i 

vested  in  the  stocks  of  the  several  States."     But  some  of  the  moneys  he 

in  trust  by  the  United  States  have  been  invested  in  such  stocks,  either  1 

agreement  with  those  possessing  the  legal  title,  such  as  treaty  stipulatio 

with  Indian  tribes ;  or  by  authority  of  acts  of  Congress,  such  as  that  of  t 

7th  of  July,   1888,  concerning  the  moneys  received  on  account  of  t 

Smithsonian  bequest 

«  ♦  »  *     .  «  *  « 

There  are  no  means  hero  for  ascertaining  the  market  value  of  the  Sli 
stocks  at  anv  particular  time  with  accuracy.  Sales  of  such  stocks  are  rare 
Altered  in  the  reports  of  stock  operations  at  the  boards  of  the  brokers  in  t 
principal  cities  ;  and  extensive  and  tedious  correspondence  would  alone  e 
able  me  to  give  a  near  approximation  to  their  worth  at  the  periods  of  the 
numerous  purchases.  On  examination  of  the  files  of  a  New  York  pri 
current,  from  1836  to  the  present  date,  (being  the  only  paper  quoting  t 
price  of  stocks  preserved  in  this  department,)  not  one-fourth  of  the  Sts 
stocks  held  here  could  be  found,  and  not  a  single  quotation  at  the  time  i 
bonds  were  purchased.  But  all  of  the  stocks  purchased  here  were  obtain* 
at  the  lowest  price  they  could  be  had  at  the  time,  it  having  been  an  invari 
ble  rule,  when  funds  were  received  which  the  department  was  authoria 
to  invest,  to  address  letters  to  puch  persons  in  the  principal  cities  as  w« 
supposed  to  have  stocks  for  sale,  notifying  them  of  the  fact,  and  allowS 
time  to  receive  their  offers  ;  after  which,  a  contract  was  made  for  suclte 
were  offered  on  terms  found  to  be  most  advantageous  for  the  trust,  hav 
regard,  in  determining  that  fact,  to  the  interest  the  stock  yielded,  and 
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length  of  time  before  its  maturity.  The  price  given ,  the  par  value,  the 
nte  of  interest,  and  the  authority  for  eacti  purchase,  will  appear  in  the 
tables  annexed. 

In  r«apect  to  the  security  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  principal 
1^  the  stocks,  none  other  was  asked  oeyond  the  guaranty  of  the  respective 
Stites  in  the  acts  authorizing  the  issue  of  the  stocks. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lkti  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  ike  Treasury, 
aon.  B.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Speaker  of  the  Hoiise  of  Repreeeniativea. 

^'^I^l^sen^  of  the  moneys  invested  in  State  stocks  held  in  trust  by  the  Treaeury 
*^^P<irtmentf  showing  the  time  of  the  respective  investments  ;  amount  in^ 
^^"ted  in  the  stocks  of  each  State  ;  rate  of  interest  on  bonds  in  each  contract ; 
•^ie  at  which  stock  was  purchased  /  and  authority  by  which  each  invest- 
^"^^nt  uas  made,  ^c. 


^J5?  of  the  re- 
^P^^tive  invest- 


«        « 

•  S^tember  . 
November  . 
io«.     BecMnber.. 

lS».J«iy 

^'^i  February  — 


Amount    invested    in    the 
stocks  of  each  State. 


$500,000  00  Arkansas  bonds. 

8,000  00  Michigan  bonds. 

10,000  00  Arkansas  bonds. 

18,000  00  Arkansas  bonds. 

26,000  00  Illinois  bonds... 


I 


.s|§ 

^o« 


«      «      » 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 


S  ^  «   • 
(4 


99A 
100 

100 
98} 
78 


-^"uihority  by  which  the  investments  were  made — Act  of  July  7,   1888, 
•**thoriEing  the  investment  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest. 
^^  Saciwi^y  received  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  principal  of  each  debt — 
^^uiTanty  of  the  State. 

^crkei  price  at  the  time  of  purchase — No  means  of  ascertaining  accu- 
lately. 

^^irkei  price  at  the  present  time — No  mean^  of  ascertaining  accurately. 
Trkasxtut  Department,  March  16,  1840. 

House  of  Representatives,  March  23,  1840. 

Mr.  Monroe  moved  the  following,  which  was  read  and 
«id  on  the  table  one  day,  under  the  rule  : 

tUtol/oedy  That  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  on  the  Smithsonian 
oequest  be  published  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  ToLAND  moved  that  4,000  extra  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 
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PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 

Senate,  February  10, 1841. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Linn  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  (S.  245)  to  appoint  trustees  for  the  inveat- 
ment  of  the  Smithsonian  fond ;  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

[8.  No.  246.] 

A  BILL  to  appoint  Trustees  for  the  investment  of  the  Smithsonian  fiind^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reoresentativea  of  the  UniUd 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Secretaries  of  the  State, 
the  Treasury,  the  War,  and  the  Navy  Departments,  the  Attorney  General, 
and  the  Postmaster  General,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  constituted  truBteea«_ 
of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  with  power  to  invest  the  same  in  safe  public  fiind&«.,^^ 
and  to  change  said  investment  when,  in  their  judgment,  it  may  be  desir 
able :  Provided^  however^  That  said  trustees  shall,  under  no  circumstan 
diminish  or  expend  the  principal  of  said  fund  ;  but  that  all  expenses  of  i 
vestments  of  said  fund,  or  for  other  purposes,  as  provided  by  law,  shall 
paid  out  of  the  interest  which  has  accrued,  or  which  may  accrue,  from  sa^ 
fund. 

Sxc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  said  trustees  shall  have  power 
appoint  a  treasurer  and  secretary  to  the  board  of  trustees,  who  shall  g^ 
bond  in  the  penal  sum  of  dollars  for  the  faithful  performan 

his  duties,  and  shall  bo  removable  from  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
of  trustees,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  compensation  for  his  ser 
not  exceeding  dollars  per  annum.     The  said  treasurer  and  s 

tarv  shall  perform  his  duties  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  tra' 
and  shall  render  his  accounts  quarterly  to  the  Treasury  Department 
proceedings  of  said  board  shall  be  reported  annually  to  Congress 
their  transactions,  books,  and  papers,  shall  be  open  to  such  investigf 
and  the  board  shall  answer  sucn  inquiries,  in  relation  to  their  official  < 
as  Congress,  or  a  resolution  of  either  House,  shall  from  time  to  time 

Sso.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Smithsonian  Institutio 
consist  of  one  superintendent,  who  shall  receive  a  compensation  of 
dollars  per  annum,  and  six  professors,  each  of  whom  shall  receive 
pensation  of  dollars  per  annum.     The  foregoing  named 

to  be  appointed  in  the  following  manner  :   the  National  Institutioik^ 
promotion  of  science,  established  in  the  city  of  Washington,  shall  n 
said  officers  to  the  President,  to  be,  if  approved  by  him,  submitte 
Senate  for  its  advice  and  consent.     The  said  superintendent  andp 
shall  hold  their  offices  during  the  term  of  four  vears,  and  perfc 
duties  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  said  National  Institution, 
institution  shall  also  prescribe  the  duties  of  such  officers,  as  it 
necessary  to  appoint,  for  the  preservation  of  the  buildings,  gro 
other  property  oelonging  to  the  institution :    Promdedy  how 

greater  number  of  such  officers  shall  bo  appointed,  than  shall 
y  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  at  no  higher  com 
than  he  shall  approve :  And  provided^  aUoy  That  all  con  tinge 
necessary  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  said  officers,  shall  be 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  President  of  the  aforesaid  N« 
tution. 


J 
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Sk.  4.  And  be  it  further  rnacifd.  That  the  Innd  owned  by  the  United 
Euiet,  id  the  city  of  Wathington.  sUualnd 

and  known  bj  tho  name  of  the  Mall,  he.  and  the  uimo  is 
Webj,  ippropriftled  Tor  Ibe  iie»  of  Iha  SmitlisonUn  Inalitution,  Thn 
lioildJnga  (or  »id  institulion  shall  be  erected  thereon,  and  in  wliii-h  shall 
ie  procried  tlie  pfailosopbical  inGtrumenlt,  apparatus  and  rollectiont, 
i<i<c«utrT  to  pramou  tho  objects  of  the  institution.  And  all  cotlcclions  o( 
votkiot  iirt  and  of  natural  history,  owned  by  tho  United  States,  not  other- 
tiH Miigoed.  »hall  be  depoBiled  in  said  buildinKi ;  and  for  the  Irnnsporta- 
lloD  *iid  arran(;cment  of  the  »amc,  the  »um  of  flre  thousand  dollars  is  hpre- 
bj  appropriated  out  of  the  Treasury  of  tho  United  Statw,  to  be  expended 
niidor  I  he  direction  of  the  president  and  directors  of  tha  National  Institu- 
lion :  Promittd,  hotBeier,  That  the  grounds,  herein  assigned  to  the  Institu- 
lion, fhnll  be  kept  open  to  the  public,  froo  from  all  charge,  but  under  such 
•^IslioBi  u  tho  preaervation  i>f  the  property  shall  require;  And  provided, 
"I"!  That  the  plan  of  tho  buildings  herein  authorJBed,  shall  be  prepared  by 
UeSntiODal  Institution,  and  shall  bo  submitted  to  the  President  of  llio 
^niied  States,  and  upon  receiving  his  approbation,  shall  be  erectnd  under 
<ne  iu|wrintendence  of  tbo  National  Institution  ;  the  said  bnildin|;s,  collec- 
''<"■*,  and  grounds,  ^batl  be  under  tbe  general  supervision  of  the  National 
Jnatllolion. 

Senate,  February  17,  1841. 

Ajr.  Preston  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  to 
^Honi  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  245)  to  appoint  trustees  for 
"^^  investment  of  the  Smithsonian  fiiod,  reported  it  without 
I***  endment ;  and,  also,  the  Ibllowing  bills,  as  substitutes 

S.  268.  Bill  to  incorporate,  wilhlit  the  Dietrict  of  Coliim- 
■**fc,  the  National  Institution  for  the  promotion  of  Bcience. 

C  259.  Bill  to  invest  the  proceeds  of  the  Smithsonian 
A&nd,  and  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  which 
~     sre  severally  read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second  rending. 

"The  bills  are  as  follows: 

[S.  No.  258.] 


-, .,   —  .— , B.  Poinsett,  Jar. 

?«aldiDg,  John  Quincy  Adams,  John  J.  Aberl,  ■Io<eph  Q.  Totten,  A.  O, 
l»*yt.in,  Francis  Marcoo,  Levi  Woodbury,  William  Cranch,  Hcnrv  D, 
Oilpln,  William  J.  Stone,  and  others,  compo^iing  tho  association  in  the'  Dis- 
^*^t  at  Colombia  denominated  the  National  Institution  for  tbe  Promotion 
if  Bdence,  and  thoir  successors  duly  elected  in  the  manner  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, he,  and  they  are  hereby,  constituted  and  declared  to  bo  a  body 
["•"lii;  sod  eorporalo,  by  the  name  and  title  of  the  National  Institution  for 
'*'*  Promotion  of  Science,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  all  ri);hl«  und 
Bp^ilegps  of  corporate  bodies,  not  repugnant  to  tho  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  conformity 
"^  the  foilo-wing  rules  and  regulations : 

jArticle  flrst.    This  society  shall  bo  namod  "  The  National  Institution  for 
™  Promotion  of  Sciencn." 
Article  wcond.  It  shall  hold  it«  meetings  at  the  city  of  Washington. 
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Article  third.  It  fihall  be  composed  of  resident,  corresponding  and  hono- 
rary members. 

Article  fourth.  The  resident  members  shall  be  persons  residing  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  corresponding  members  shall  be  persons  residing  oat 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  who  wish  to  aid  the  institution  by  their  con- 
tributions or  communications ;  and  the  class  of  honorary  membiers  shall  be 
composed  of  eminent  men  residing  out  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Article  fifth.  Resident  members  removing  from  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, shall,  on  request,  be  transferred  to  the  list  of  corresponding  members, 
and  vice  versa;  but  any  corresponding  member  may,  at  his  option,  be 
recorded  and  considered  a  resident  member. 

Article  sixth.  The  officers  of  the  institution  shall  consist  of  a  president, 
vice-president,  twelve  directors,  a  treasurer,  a  corresponding,  and  a  record- 
ing secretary :  Provided^  That  no  member  shall  hold  more  than  one  of  tho 
offices  created  by  this  article  at  the  same  time,  but,  that  an  acceptance  of 
one,  shall  be  construed  as  refusal  of  all  others. 

Article  seventh.  The  officers  shall  constitute  a  board  of  management  of 
the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  institution ;  and  any  five  members  of  the  board 
fihall  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  ordinary  business. 

Article  eighth.  The  secretaries  of  the  departments  of  State,  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy,  and  the  Attorney  General,  and  Postmaster  General  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  time  being,  shall,  with  their  consent,  be  directors  of 
the  institution ;  but,  upon  the  refusal  of  one  or  more  of  them  to  accede  to 
the  request  of  tho  institution,  such  director  or  directors  shall  be  choeen  in 
the  same  manner  as  herein  provided  for  the  appointment  of  other  officers. 
The  officers  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  one  year,  or  until  their  succeaa- 
ors  shall  be  appointed,  from  among  the  resident  members  of  the  institatioK 
This  election  snail  take  place  at  the  annual  meeting ;  and  each  member, 
who  is  duly  qualified,  ana  shall  be  present  at  such  meeting,  shall  have  a 
vote  in  said  election. 

Article  ninth.  The  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in 
each  year,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be  convenient ;  the  stated  meetings 
on  the  second  Monday  in  each  month,  and  special  meetings  whenever  five 
resident  members  shall  concur  in  a  request  to  that  effect. 

Article  tenth.  The  president,  vice-president,  or,  in  their  absence,  one  of 
the  directors,  in  order  of  seniority,  as  named  in  article  eighth,  shall  pre- 
side at  all  meetings  of  the  institution ;  or  if  neither  of  these  members  be 
present,  the  meeting  shall  elect  its  own  chairman. 

Article  eleventh.  The  election  of  members  shall  be  by  ballot;  the  candi- 
date being  nominated  to  the  corresponding  secretary,  in  writing,  at  least 
one  week  before  the  meeting  when  he  is  so  balloted  for,  and  proposed  by  any 
three  directors  of  tho  society. 

Article  twelfth.  Resident  members  shall,  on  admission,  subscribe  the 
constitution  of  the  institution,  and  pay  to  tho  treasurer  five  dollars  each, 
and  annuallv  thereafter,  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  five  dollars  each  ; 
to  aid  in  defraying  necessary  expenses,  and  for  such  other  purposes  as  the 
board  of  mnnai]:ement  may  direct.  , 

Article  thirteenth.  No  resident  member  shall  vote  at  any  stated,  or  other 
meeting  of  the  institution,  on  any  question  whatever,  who  has  not  paid  his 
subscription  and  annual  dues,  or  who  shall  not  have  attended  a  meeting  of 
the  institution  within  one  year  previous  to  suoh  meeting. 

Article  fourteenth.  The  resident  and  corresponding  members  shall 
exert  themselves  to  procure  specimens  of  natural  history,  and  so  forth  ;  and 
the  said  specimens  snail  be  placed  in  the  cabinet,  under  the  superintendence 
of  a  board  of  curators,  to  be  appointed  by  the  directors.  All  such  speci- 
mens, and  so  forth,  unless  deposited  specially,  shall  remain  in  the  cabinet ; 
and,  in  case  of  the  dissolution  of  the  institution,  shall  become  the  property 
of  the  United  States. 

Article  fifteenth.  The  resident  members  of  the  institution  shall  be  divided 
into  such  d^pMtmeats  as  may  hereafter  be  determined  upon.    The  members 
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imposing  each  departmenl  Bhall  cgpccially  bo  charged  with  tlic  subjects 
[obrsced  thereic,  aod  commuiiicBtD  to  the  institution  Ifae  rosulC  of  tbeir 
iquiri«± ;  but  everj'  meoiber  ihall  bsve  the  privilege  of  makinic  furb  com- 
luaiotioiu,  w  be  nifty  Ihiuk  proper,  on  any  lubjcct  connected  with  the 
Mig(i6  "t  Ibe  institution. 

Article  Mxteenth.  The  TnHoua  collections  of  the  institution  Ehall  bo 
!»eed  in  the  apttrlmenlE  wbich  mHy  be  dpaigniited  for  that  purpose  by  a 
isjority  of  the  directors. 

Articlii  leventeentb.  This  conatilution,  witb  the  exceptions  of  articles 
X,  eight,  too,  fourteen,  nnd  sixteen,  or  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the 
Boa  of  djiccton,  tbeir  duties,  privileges,  or  poweri,  or  the  piirpoee^  or 
laee  of  keening  of  the  collections  of  the  institution,  shall  be  subject  to  al- 
rrmUoot  and  a^litions  at  any  meeting  of  Ibe  institution  :  Promdtii,  Notice 
F  K  motion  for  euch  nlierHtion  or  addition  eliall  have  been  given  and 
at  a  preceding  regular  meeting:  And  provided,  /url/trr,  That  no 
(wnttKiii*  or  amendments  shall  ever  be  made  in  the  above  referred  to  arli- 
t«a  without  tbe  conmt  of  n  majority  of  the  directors. 

Article  eightecntb.  A  cude  of  by-laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  biisineiB 
>f  lh«  board  of  maDBgement,  and  tbe  annual  and  oUicr  meetings  of  the  in-  . 
tilutiDD,  and  for  matters  relating  to  non-Htleiidanc^,  privileges,  duties  of 
^Bcarc,  and  to  forth,  Bhall  be  prepared  by  a  committee  to  be  appointed  for 
^•tpurpo»o. 

Article  nineteenth.  All  uersons  present  at  the  adoption  of  this  consiim- 
gl^D  iJmII,  if  desirous  of  becoming  members  of  tbe  inatitution,  sign   the 
~Mu  evidence  of  such  desire,  and  in  proof  of  iiuch  membership ;  and  all 

'f  bers  subsequently  admitted  shall  sign  the  Fame  at  the  first  meeting  of 

ll»«5  lociety  which  they  ma^  attend  after  such  ndtnisiion. 

Article  twen I ieth.  Tbe  institution  shall  have  power  to  appoint  curators 
ad  i>tben  for  the  preservation  and  arrangement  of  the  collections. 

[8.  No.  269.] 

AILL  to  invent  tbe  proceeds  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  to  establish 

the  SiiiithEonian  Institution. 

■Bf  it  faaeled  by  th»  Senate  and  Uatise  pf  Repreaenlatica  of  lAe  United 

'>'<«  of  Atnerica  in  Congress  asiemblcd.  That  the  Smithsonian  Institution 

■"1*11  cooiisi  of  one  superintendent,  with  a  compensation  of  dollars 

f^'  Mttaum,  and  not  exceeding  sis  professors,  with  compensation  to  each  of 

dollars  [ler  annum,  with  such  number  of  curators  and  assistants  as 

"•'y  be  found  necessary :  Provided,  The  number  of,  and  the  compensation 

^'  the  curators  and  assistants  shall  bo  approved  by  the  President  of  tho 

^■>it«d  Etates ;  all  these  officers  to  be  elected  by  the  board  of  management 

V^  th«  National  Institution  for  tho  Promotioa  of  Science,  established  U 

7^**hiOgtoD,  and  according  to  the  form  and  mannnr  prescribed  for  the 

*^^bg  of  officers  of  that  institution ;  but  tbe  election  of   professor*  Bhall 

^  bft  made,  until  the  buildings  are  prepared  for  them  to  enter  upon  their 

Sxc.  '2.  And  lie  it  further  enacted,  That  the  officers  of  the  National  Insti- 
■wot)  for  the  Promotion  of  Science,  together  with  the  superintendent  of 
^  Siniihsanian  Institution,  shall  constitute  a  bourd  of  management  of  the 
^'*'*al  pf  tho  Smithsonian  fund ;  and  shall  have  power  to  plan  and  erect 
*•  BttcoMary  buildings,  to  lay  out  the  grounds,  to  preserve  and  repair  the 
*''^t  to  procure  the  necessary  books  and  philosophical  instruments,  to  ar- 
"I'Stt  ^e  collections,  to  prescribe  the  duties  oF  the  professors  and  others 
*™*^^ng  to  the  said  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  to  establish  regulations 
*''  iho  preservation  of  the  property,  and  fur  a  proper  exhibition  of  the 
"■*:  rrovided,  hovjeurr.  That  no  regulation  shall  exact  a  fee  from  any 
*wtOM  And protidtd.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  bo  so  construed  as  to 
P^Vntit  any  member  of  tho  National  Institution  tor  tbe  Promotion  of 
GclFQri^  from  being  an  officer  of  the  Smithsonian  lustilution. 


■d 
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Stc.  8.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  board  of  mam 
•hkll  have  power  to  appoint  a  treasurer  and  secretary,  who  ihall  bs 
to  a  oorapeiuatioD  of  dollars  per  annum,  who  shall  give  bom 

penal  sum  of  dollars,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  bii 

which  duties  shall  be  prescribed  by  said  board  ;  but  he  shall  ret 
accounts  of  his  expenditures  quarterly  to  the  accounting  officers 
Treasury  Department;  and  the  said  board  ahall  report  its  proceec 
detail  annually  to  Congress,  or  oftener,  if  reouired. 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  /urthtr  enacted,  That  all  works  of  art,  and  a1 
relating  thereto,  and  all  collections  and  curiosities  belonging  to  the 
StatM,  ID  the  possession  of  any  of  the  executive  departments,  and  i 
essarily  connected  with  the  duties  thereof,  ahall  be  transferred  to  sa 
tntion,  to  be  there  preserved  and  arranged. 

Bca  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  interest  which  has  boo 
the  Smithsonian  fiind,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated, 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisioni  of  this  act ;  and  t 
ground  owned  by  the  United  States,  and  designated  in  the  plan  of 
of  Washington  aa  the  mall,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriatet 
bnildings  and  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  anM  the  Nationa 
tutlon  ;  and  tbe  same  shall  be  under  the  superintendence  of  tho  b 
management  of  the  National  Institution. 

Sknate,  September  8, 1841. 

The  bill  from  tbe  House  of  Bepreeentatives,  to  repe 
sixth  eectioD  of  tbe  act  entitled  An  act  to  provide  f 
Hopport  of  tbe  Military  Academy  of  the  United  Stat 
tbe  year  1838,  and  for  other  purpoeea,  passed  July  18, 
and  to  prohibit  any  inveatment  of  the  funda  of  the  t 
Btatee  in  stocks  of  the  several  States,  was  read  twice 
on  the  question  of  reference  coining  up. 

Mr.  Sbtibr  said  this  bill  was  one  of  a  most  extraort 
character.  It  wae  to  repeal  existing;  contracts,  and  to  % 
treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indians,  without  their  co 
He  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Prbstoh  appealed  to  the  Senator  to  withdra 
motion ;  be  was  dispoBed  to  entertain  a  similar  opin 
the  bill,  hut  thought  it  more  reapectfiil  to  the  Hoi 
refer  it  to  a  committee.  He  would  therefore  move  to 
it  to  tbe  Committee-  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Sbvier  said,  if  it  was  to  be  referred  at  all,  it 
to  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  Afliure. 

Mr.  Walkbb  concured  in  this  vi$w. 

Mr.  WooDBn&T  nukde  some  remarbe,  to  the  efiect  tb. 
bill  I'duUi  W  only  frosinci'tivi'  i»  its  ohnracter,  and  • 
have  no  effect  DO  existiiig  contracts. 

Mr.  CALmiinftjjtf^tf|fejMU  iitvolTed  questions  of  t 
portai|tflM|^^^^^^^^^BHbn7fi^ident,  wonld  k 

—  *'-^™^^^^^^^^^^^^^'*^Ti  oould  be  devo 
nSA  therefore  mi 
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The  motion  was  negatived. 

AAr.  Sevikr  then  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Afibirs.    Lost. 

^  The  motion  of  Mr.  Preston  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Senate,  September  8, 1841. 

^^r.  Evans,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  reported, 
with  an  amendment,  the  bill  from  the  House  to  repeal  the 
&i3cih  section  of  the  act  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
A.C5ademy  at  West  Point  for  1888,  and  to  prohibit  the  in- 
v^estment  of  trust  funds  of  the  United  States  in  the  stocks 
the  several  States. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  same,  and  the  bill 
u  amended,  so  as  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
cl^uae,  andi  insert  : 

'  *  That  so  much  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  support  of 
iAe  MiliUry  Academy  of  the  United  States  for  1838  as  requires  the  Secre- 
of  the  Treasury  to  invest  the  annual  interest  accruing  on  the  invost- 
.  of  the  money  arising  from  the  hoquest  of  the  late  James  Smithson,  of 
LoD,  in  the  stocks  of  the  States,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rcpeak^d ; 
the  Secretarjr  of  the  Treasury  shall  invest  said  accruing  interest  in  any 
*^^ck  of  the  United  States,  bearing  a  rate  of  interest  not  less  than  five  per 
*«»t.  per  annum." 

Hr.  Sevier  made  some  observations  in  relation  to  the 
^^Hendment  not  distinctly  heard  in  the  gallery. 

Mr.  Evans  remarked  that  the  repeal  affected  that  portion 
^*ily  of  the  bill  of  1838  which  related  to  the  investment  of 
^^  funds  of  the  institution,  and  accruing  interest  in  State 
•^ocks;  the  investment  to   be   changed  to  United  States 

^   Mr.  Calhoun  requested  the  bill  and  amendments  would 
*^read. 

"Hie  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Calhoun  wished  to  know  what  was  to  be  done  with 
2*  ^^^  when  there  was  no  United  States  stock  to  be  had  ? 
**  ill  authority  to  invest  them  and  the  accruing  interest  in 
ff>cr  stocks  was  repealed,  and  there  should  be  no  United 
ytos  stock  in  the  market,  or  in  existence,  what  was  to  be 
^•*  witti  the  monev  ? 
^Vr.  BvAXB  repliea  that  all  that  had  been  taken  into  con- 
in  committee,  and  it  was  the  unanimous  impres- 
fhere  would  be  a  sufficient  supply  of  United 
^  ine^stence  for  the  next  three  years  at  least, 
BO  Ififficulty  could  arise  in  that  way.     If,  however, 
***^  rf  that  nature  should  arise,  provision  could 
Ocmgrese  in  time  to  meet  it. 
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Mr.  Link  considered  the  whole  thing  as  a  direct  attack 
upon  the  credit  of  the  States.  Here  was  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, impljing  on  the  very  face  of  it  a  diecredit  of  State 
stocks.  Was  not  this  calculated  to  depress  State  atocks, 
both  in  the  home  and  foreign  markets  ? 

Mr.  Evans  observed  that  it  was  the  standing  of  the  State 
stocks  in  those  markets  which  had  called  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  act  of  1838. 

Mr.  LmH  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  this  fust; 
that  the  Democratic  party,  during  the  last  political  straggle 
of  the  party  now  administering  the  Government  to  get 
into  power,  had  been  slandered,  vilified,  and  abused,  with 
the  moat  unfonnded  charges  of  designs  to  discredit  the 
States  of  this  Union.     The  Democratic  parly  had  been  de- 
nounced from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other  for  hav- 
ing prostrated  the  whole  credit  system.     They  were  pn> 
nounced  traitors  to  their  comitry,  and  a  continued  stream 
of  vituperation  was  poured  out  upon  them  from  June,  1839, 
to  the  close  of  the  Presidential   election,  with  a   view  of 
enlistiug  the  prejudices  of  every  one  connected  with  State 
stocks  against  the  continuation  of  the  Democracy  in  power. 
Yet,  what  spectacle  do  we  now  see  presented  to  the  conn%^  ^*^ 
try  ?     What  but  that  to  be  expected  from  the  Whig  partj^;;"!- 
wnich  had  so  notoricuisly  proved  to  the  world  that  ths^*^, 
profeseions  out  of  power  were  one  thing,  and  their  ^^^^ 
formances  in  power  quite  another  and  a  different  thi^^^'^ 
Now  that  they  have  the  first  opportunity,  they  offir      ^• 
most  outrageous,  treacherous,  ana  fatal  stab  to  the  ^^t»** 
stock  credit  system,  that  ever  was  attempted  by  an^      !* 
resentatives  of  the  people  or  the  States,    But  he  wa^^  ^ 
the  gentleman  had  shown  the  true  character  of  thex^-_^(Q. 
fessions  contrasted  with  their  performances. 

Mr.  WooDBDRT  considered  there  were  other  thing^^  which 
ought  to  be  taken  in  view.  Besides  the  fatal  S'V:.^!,  ^na 
ofiered  to  the  credit  of  State  stocks,  the  institut.\^  itself 
might  be  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  investing  \-_  fands 
in  stock  no  less  secure  than  United  Slates  atoeJ^^  thowA 
for  temporuy  canses  depreciated,  but  sometim^^  Vieldine 
an  opportunity  of  purchase  at  60  or  65,  when  "Pt^i  _  ^  Stat£<s  ' 
stock  might  be  at  more  than  100.  *-\ea 

Mr.  Clay  said  the  relation  between  the  *Jt>v^j5^  -mentand 
tlie  States,  of  the  latter  being  debtors  to  the  toj-..^  ^^  ought , 
always  to  be  avoided; ^^Jdrifrmean»  covi;\^;j^  ^  ^^^^  tO{ 
..AA«,fl  t-hi,  Rf»hu  tr  AiaUSI^Hnn  nay- 1     >^,,^^5^  awet»: 
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principle,  ttmt  io  all  cases  of  trust  funds  an  account  should 
be  opened  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  fond  should  be  held  in  the  Treasury  aud  it  pay  an 
annual  interest  on  it,  until  its  object  was  accomplished. 
He  regarded  this  Smithsonian  fund  as  a  aacred  trust  which 
tij«  Government  would  be  bound  to  restore  if  it  should 
ever  be  lost ;  and  that  being  the  case — the  Government 
being  responsible  for  them,  it  would  be  better  that  they 
shomd  remain  in  the  Treasury,  under  our  charge. 

Mr.  Tappan  was  understood  to  concur  in  this  opinion; 
and  after  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Woodbtiry, 
OjILHOItk,  and  Sevier,  the  amendment  was  engrossed,  the 
bill  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  its  title  was  amended  so  as  to 
l>o  ia  effect,  "  an  act  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  sixth  section  of 
tl>«  act  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  of  the 
Cnited  States  for  1838,  and  for  other  purposes," 
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House  of  Eepeesestativbs,  September  2,  1841. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
to  whom  resolutions  of  instruction  had  heretofore  been 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  sixth  section  of  the 
*ct  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Academy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1838,  and  for 
**thep  purposes,  passed  July,  1838,  and  to  prohibit  any  in- 
'estttieiit  of  the  funds  of  the  United  States  in  stocks  of  the 
"*^eral  States ;  which  was  read  twice. 

The  section  proposed  to  be  repealed  is  as  follows ; 

"  Sko.  0.  And  bt  it  further  cnacfid.  That  all  Ibe  money  arising  from  the 
."''luest  of  tbe  late  Jamea  Smith'^on,  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  found- 
^.»l  "Washin^n,  in  this  DiBtrict,  an  insUtulion  to  \>e  denominated  the 
'^■UiMniBQ  Institution,  which  maybe  paid  into  the  Treasury,  i  a  hcrehy 
'|PP'^>j.riated,  and  shall  bo  invested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
**  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Unitod  States,  io  sloclts  of  States, 
^^iog  interrat  at  tba  rate  of  not  lees  than  five  per  centum  per  annum, 
*l)iuli  said  stocks  shall  be  held  by  the  Mid  Secretary  in  trust  far  the  uses 
■PWified  in  the  last  will  and  teiUmont  of  ^aid  Smithson,  until  provision  U 
'i'^Q  by  law  for  carrying  the  purpose  of  said  bequest  into  effect ;  and  that 
™  «*»nual  interest  accruing  on  the  at^ok  aforesaid  shall  bo  in  liko  manner 
""'•tad  for  the  boneflt  of  said  institution." 

Mr.  Fillmore  asked,  that  as  the  bill  contained  no  appro- 
priation, and  need  not  therefore  be  committed,  it  be  put  on 
it«  third  reading  now, 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


246  CONGRKSSIONAL   PltOCEEDIHSS. 

House  of  Representatives,  September  9, 1841. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Adahs,  the  House  took  up  the  bill 
providing  for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  Bizth  section  of 
the  Military  Academy  act  of  1838,  as  provides  for  the  invest- 
ment of  the  Smithsonian  funds  in  State  stocks;  and  the 
Senate  amendments  thereto  vere  amended  in  several 
respects,  and  the  bill  was  returned  to  the  Senate. 

House  of  Representatives,  September  10, 1841. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  message 
from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  amendments  of  this 
House  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  hill  No.  84, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Academy  for  the  year  1838,  and  for  other  purposes,'  and  to 
prohibit  the  investment  of  the  funds  of  the  United  States 
in  stocks  of  the  several  States,"  when  it  was 

Seaobed,  That  this  House  concur  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  first  amendment  of  this  House  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  said  bill,  and  recede  from  their 
second  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  ssud 
bill,  and  that  the  bill  do  pass  accordingly. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in  delation  to 
the  amendments  of  the  House  to  Senate  Bill  No.  34. 

House  of  Repbesbntatives,  September  11, 1841. 
Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  BiU^^ 
reported  that  the  committee  hod  examined  the  bill  repea^^ 
ing  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  1838,  and  had  found  t)^ 
same  to  be  correct,  whereupon  it  received  the  signature  - ' 
the  Speaker  and  the  approval  of  the  President.  ^ 

September  9, 1841..^ 
Report  of  2.  Ewmg,  Secretary  of  Treasury. 
Siait  Stocks  held  by  the  Treaiury  Deparlmenl,  in  iruit  for  the  Sni^.  >t 

Iiutitution.  ^^^taiti 

or  wtMt  BtaMa-  AmoDDt  of  Slock.  ^^V 

ArkMisas »6OO,O0O  *4»,to^^ 

Arkansas 10,000  "^  St^  "" 

ArksDSB8 18,000  lo'  t^^  do 

Arkansu 15,000  1tC^^7  W 

Illinoii 26,000  l^'**"  "* 

IlHntrfs ..__      8,000  *4 

JHiruAi .  ,    ■■^.-^^    ■      M^ooo  'I 
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PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 

Sehate,  December  7,  1841. 

Message  of  the  President,  John  Tyler. 

•  "  *  I  suggest  for  your  coDsideratiou  the  propri- 
«t]r  of  making  without  further  delay,  some  specific  apphca- 
tion  of  the  fiinda  derived  under  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson, 
of  England,  for  the  diflusion  of  knowledge;  and  which 
hftVB  heretofore,  beeo  vested  in  public  stocks,  until  such 
tinw  tu  CongresB  sliould  think  proper  to  give  them  a  specific 
direction.  Nor  will  you,  I  feel  coufident,  permit  any  abate- 
ment of  the  principal  of  the  legacy  to  be  made,  should  it 
tarn  out  that  the  stocks,  in  which  the  investments  have  been 
made  had  undergone  a  depreciation.     *     *     *     * 

Senate,  December  29,  1841. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Preston,  ordered  that  the  above  part 
of  the  President's  message  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
i'ibrary. — Messrs.  Preston,  Tappan,  Choate. 

Senate,  April  11, 1842. 
Mr  Pekston,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  reported 
*  bill  (S.  224,)  to  invest  the  proceeds  of  the   Smithsonian 
finid,  and  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     Kead 
!»nd  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Senate,  Julj/  18,  1842. 
w     l^he  bill  (S.  224)  was  read  the  second  time,  and  consid- 
^ed    as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.     On  motion  of  Mr. 
AJlon,  it  was  ordered  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

CTbU  bill  IB  tbe  badio  ai  3.  No.  259,  introduced   into  tlie  SentiU  by  Mf. 
'^■ton,  from  ibo  Committee  on  the  Librury,  on  February  17,  1841.] 


KI»K0CEEDINQ3  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
House  of  Representatives,  December  10, 1841. 
'      -^r.  FiLLMOHEofieredaresolutionfor  tbe  appointment  of  a 
pclect  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  lesicy. 
L_,-A.dopted,  and  Mr.   John  Quincy  Adams  of  Mass.,    Mr. 
^joliard  W.  Ilabereham  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Truman  Smith 
^^,  Oonn.,    Mr.  Joseph  R.  Uuderwood  of  Ky.,    Mr.  Benja- 
T^iue  Kandall  of  Me.,  Mr.  Chas.  J.   Ingeraoll  of  Penna., 
■Jr.  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter  of  Va.,  Mr.  Geo.  8.  Houston  of 
■^\**.,   and  Mr-  Sam'l  S.  Bowne  of  K,  Y.,  were  appointed 
*»>-d  coinmitteo. 
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House  of  Representatives,  December  15, 1841. 

Mr.  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  presented  the  memorial  of  sun* 
dry  citizens  of  Washin^on  city,  praying  an  early  disposition 
of  the  itinds  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  in  conformity  with 
the  wishes  of  the  donor. 

Referred  to  the  select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  be- 
quest. 

House  of  Representatives,  Jamwry  8, 1842. 

Hesolved,  That  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  Smithsonian  legacy, 
be  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  that  subject. 

House  of  Representatives,  March  29,  1842. 

Mr.  Chas.  J.  Ingersoll  presented  a  memorial  of  Richard 
Bush,  praying  additional  compensation  for  his  services  ia 
recovering  the  Smithsonian  legacy. 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  bequest. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a  petition  of  B.  Birdsall,  of  tfck* 
State  of  New  York,  praying  that  a  part  of  the  funds  of 
Smithsonian  bequest,  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
awarding  annual  prizes  for  the  best  original  essays  on 
various  subjects  of  the  physical  sciences. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  bequest 

The  following  is  the  petition  : 

Your  petitioner  prays  that  a  part  of  the  funds  of 
"  Smithsonian  bequest "  may  be  appropriated  for  the  » 
pose  of  establishing  and  awarding  a  system  of  annual  pr&. 
for  the  best  original  essays  on  the  various  subjects  of 
physical  sciences,  useful  arts,  and  abstract  mathematics, 
^  ^'^^  Ruch  new  discoveries  in  art  or  science  as  s 

-  «nhiects  of  the  prizes  to  be  jkL 


« 1, 


House  of  REPaEBENTATivES,  April  12, 1842. 
Adr.  Adaus,  from  the  committee  appoiuted  December  10, 
18-41,  made  the  following  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  (H. 
Xt-  386}  which  waB  read  the  &rst  and  second  time,  and  com- 
xn-itrted  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  State  of 
tJxe  UoioQ: 
The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 

i  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 'at  the 
cotnineDcement  of  the  present  session,  as  relates  to  the 
bequest  of  James  Sraithsoii  to  the  tJuited  States  for  the 
ibandation  and  establish  men  t,  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men,  respectfiiljy  submit  to  the  House  the 
fblTowing  report : 
The  seventh  year  is  already  considerably  advanced  in  its 
coarse  since  the  then  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
1.7th  of  December,  1835,  communicated,  by  message,  to 
both  Uouaea  of  Congress  the  fact  of  this  bequest,  with  a 
copy  of  the  will  of  James  Smithson,  in  which  it  was  con- 
taiued;  and  with  the  remark  that,  the  Executive  having  no 
authority  to  take  any  steps  for  accepting  the  trust,  and 
obtaining  the  funds,  the  papers  were  communicated  with  a 
view  to  such  measures  as  Congress  might  deem  necessary. 

This  message,  with  its  accompanying  correspondence  and 
Vouchers,  was  referred  in  the  Senate  to  their  committee  on 
I  tlie    judiciary,  and   iu  the  House  of  Representatives  to  a 

Miect  committee  of  nine  members,  both  of  which  commit- 
I  tees  reported  in  favor  of  the  acceptance  by  Congress  of  the 

lieqtiest,  and  of  assuming,  for  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  the  solemn  obligation  of  preserving  inviolate  the 
^0(3  bequeathed  by  the  testator,  and  of  applying  the  in- 
come derived  therefrom  faithfully  to  the  purposes  prescribed 
t'y  turn. 

-A^ccordingly,  on  the  Ist  of  July,  1836,  a  bill  which  had 
P/^  viously  been  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress  received 
'"<^  sanction  of  the  President,  authorizing  him  to  appoint 
"1  ««gent  or  agents  to  recover  the  funds  bequeathed  by  the 
""^ll  of  the  testator,  and  then  boine  in  charge  of  the  court 
•^  «5hancery  of  Great  Britain,  ana  to  deposit  the  same  in 
th&^  Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  the  faith  of  the 
^•^ited  States  was,  by  the  same  act,  expressly  pledged  for 
tb^  faithful  performance  of  the  trust  assumed  oy  the  aecept- 
^'^'i*  of  the  bequest. 

-A.n  agent  was  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  who  recov- 
*'^d,  by  a  decree  of  the  court  of  chancery,  a  sum,  which. 
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on  the  lirst  of  September,  1838,  was  deposited  in  gold  at 
the  mint  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia,  amounting 
to  five  hundred  and  eight  thousand  three  hundred  ana 
eighteen  dollars  and  fortv-six  cents. 

jRj  the  sixth  section  of  the  a<Jt  of  Congress  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United  States  and  for 
other  purposes,  approved  on  the  7th  of  Julv,  1888,  it  was 

{)rovided  that  all  the  money  arising  from  the  bequest  of  the 
ate  Jaities  Bmithson,  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  found- 
ing at  Washington,  in  this  District,  an  institution  to  be 
denominated  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which  mi^hl  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury,  was  appropriated,  and  should  oe  in- 
vested by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  stocks  of 
States,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  five  per 
centum  per  annum ;  which  said  stocks  should  be  held  by 
the  said  Secretary  in  trust  for  the  uses  specified  in  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  said  Smithson,  until  provision  should 
be  made  by  law  for  carrying  the  purpose  of  said  bequest 
intoefi^ect:  and  that  the  annual  interest  accruing  on  the 
stock  aforesaid  shall  be  in  like  manner  invested  for  the  ben- 
efit of  said  institution. 

Under  the  authority  and  the  requisition  of  this  act,  im*.^^ 
mediatelv  after  the  deposit  at  the  mint  of  the  United  State^ 
at  Philaaelphia  of  the  moneys  recovered  by  the  decree 
the  court  of  chancery  in  England,  the  Secretary  of  t. 
Treasury  invested  in  stocks  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  &^ 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  ei^ht  thousand  dollars 
stocks  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  all  at  the  interest  of 
per  cent.;  since  which  time,  by  the  same  authority,  JS^^^c*^ 
of  the  stocks  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  $3,600  of  the  ^^^ 
of  Illinois,  $18,000  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  have  been  inv^'^fe 
in  like  manner,  until  the  11th  of  September  last,  whe<^^^ 
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The  five  huodrcil  beads,  of  $1,000  eacli,  of  the  State  of 
.Aj-kansae,  issued  to  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  are 
uot  redeemable  before  the  26th  of  October,  1860  j  and  the 
tfairty-eight  bonds  subsequently  issued  to  the  Real  Estate 
£ank  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  not  before  the  lat  of  Janu- 
ary. 1861. 

The  eight  bonds  of  the  State  of  Micliigau  are  not  redeem- 
able before  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1858. 

Twenty-three  thousand  dollars  of  the  bonds  of  the  State 
of  niinoifl  are  not  redeemable  before  the  end  of  1860 ;  and 
thirtv-three  thousand  dollars  not  before  the  Ist  of  January, 
1 870*. 

f^ghteen  thousand  dollars  of  the  bonds  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  are  not  redeemable  before  the  Ist  of  January,  1861. 

The  sum  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-one 
<ioi1arB  and  eighty-six  cents,  due  by  the  United  States,  is 
f-edeemable  at  their  pleasure  after  "the  31st  of  December, 

In  the  bill  herewith  reported,  it  is  proposed  to  settle  three 
ftiQdamental  principles  for  the  administration  and  manage- 
roent  of  the  fund  in  all  after  iimc. 

lat.  That  the  principal  fund  shall  be  preserved  and  main- 
taJned  unimpaired,  with  an  income  secured  upon  it  at  thi.- 
r"Ate  of  6  per  cent,  a  year,  from  which  all  appropriations  for 
rhe  purposes  of  the  founder  shalt.be  made. 

2a.  Ihat  the  portions  of  the  iucomc  already  accrued,  aud 
inrcstcd  in  stocks  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Michigan,  Dli- 
■)ots,  and  Ohio,  shall  be  constituted  funds,  from  the  annual 
interest  of  which  an  astronomical  observator,  with  four 
^saistants,  and  necessary  laborers,  shall  be  appointed  and 
'Qaintained,  without  expense  to  this  nation,  and  with  a  con- 
siderable increase  of  the  principal  fund  aud  of  its  annual 
income — a  principle  susceptible  of  extension  to  ftiture  appli- 
cation, which  may  continually  increase  at  the  discretion  of 
Congress  the  means  and  capabilities  of  the  institution  to 
ppomole  and  accomplish  the  great  purposes  of  the  founder. 
The  establishment  of  this  principle  will  have  the  further 
•^vantage  of  relieving  the  board  of  overseers  from  the 
necessity  of  using  the  bonds  of  the  Slates  of  Arkansas, 
™'cliigan,  Illinois,  and  Ohio,  none  of  which  are  redeemable 
before  the  year  1858.  The  annual  interest  upon  them,  it 
•^Qtiotbedoubted,  will  be  hereafter,  as  it  has  been  hitherto, 
punctually  paid;  and,  independent  of  the  faith  of  the  eeve- 
^1  State-s,  respectively  pledged  to  this  punctuality,  the  4th 
**otioii  of  the  act  of  4th  September,  1841,  to  appropriate 
the  iiroceede  of  the  sales  of  tlie  public  lamls  and  to  grant 


252  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

preemption  rights,  has  furnished  to  those  States  the  nieces 
of  paying  punctually,  not  only  the  annual  interest,  but 
the  stipulated  time  the  principal  itself,  of  their  bonds  wl^ 
out  bearing  upon  the  people  of  the  States  for  the  pressm 
of  a  single  dollar. 

The  third  principle  proposed  to  be  made  by  the  t>'. 
fundamental,  for  the  future  management  of  this  fund, 
that  no  part  of  the  sums  appropriated  from  this  fund  si 
be  applied  to  any  institution  of  education  or  religious  ests^ 
lishraent.     The  reasons  for  this  exclusion  have  been 
forth  at  large  in  the  document  hereto  annexed,  and  whi.< 
the  committee  present  as  a  part  of  their  report     They 
mit  especially  the  argument  contained  in  the  report  mi 
to  this  House  on  the  5th  of  March,  1840,  with  confideoij 
in  the  opinion  that  the  appropriation  of  any  portion  of 
fund  to  such  institutions  or  establishments,  however  meri^« 
rious,  could  not  fail  to  divert  the  ftind  from  the  real  parppi 
of  the  testator. 

Annexed  hereto  are  copies  of  the  bonds  of  the- sever^E^' 
States,  taken  under  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  Congre^^ 
of  7th  July,  1838,  and  of  the  United  States,  taken  by  bv:^ 
thority  of  the  act  of  11th  September,  1841,  with  a  taDula-- 
statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the  funds. 

Appendix  to  report  of  Mr.  Adams  : 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

State  of  Illinois. 

$t,000.]  Interest  six  per  cent.  [$1,000. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  ILLINOIS. 
No.  299.]  Internal  improvement  stock.  [No.  299. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  there  is  due  flrom  the  State  of  Illinois  to 
Thomas  Mather,  or  bearer,  one  thousand  dollars,  with  interest,  at  the  rata  of  six 

Jer  cent,  per  annum  payable  half  yearly,  on  the  tirst  Mondays  of  January  and 
nly,  at  the  banking  house  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  New  York,  on 
presentation  and  surrender  of  the  annexed  warrants.  The  principal  Is  reim- 
bursable at  the  said  banking  house,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State,  alter  the  first 
day  of  January.  1870. 

For  the  performance  of  all  which  the  faith  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is  Irrevoca- 
bly pledged,  agreeably  to  **  An  act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  syntein 
of  internal  improvements."  approved.  February  27.  1837,  and  amendment* 
thereto  approved  March  '2,  IS^^O.  and  February  1  and  S,  1840. 

Witness  my  hand,  at  HpringiQeld,  this  1st  day  of  May.  1840. 

RlOH'D  F.  BABRKT, 

Fund  OmnmiMsUmer, 

20  bonds  of  this  description— 6  numbered  261  to  266  inclusive,  and  the  realdii* 
numbered  287  to  SCO  inclusive. 


UNITED  STATES  OP  AMERICA. 

State  of  Arkansas. 

No.  100.]  A.  [•1,000. 

Real  Estate  Bank  of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 

Under  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled  **  An  act  to  establish  the  Beat 
Estate  Bank  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,"  approved  October  20, 1836,  and  an  act 
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i^tinvDtman«}ro('|heUnltcd8(BlB! 

si'unmtny  of  Mid  bw*-  —  "—  • 

K>aDur«a  and  slxly- 


M  State  of  Arkansas  aoknowtedewi  to 
9  Hmte  or  Arkatisai  In  tba  sum  or  one 
ate  ot  ArkuDwia  uromlies  to  pay.  lo 
I  order  or  Cbo  preaident.dlreatora,  and 
"  dar  or  Ootober.  one  Ibocuand  etgbt 
.  ._. — . .. .   pgj,  annual. 


It  tha 


It  tbe  place  nuned  tn  IbeendorBementbereto,  on  tbeflrat 

, Jnlyof  euobyear,  aatll  thepft^mentof  Mid  prlnolpal. 

D  i««UnioD7  whereor.  theQovernoror  ibeSiateof  AikanMilua  (iBDed,  and 

Iha  ireaaorer  of  Ibe  Slate  boa  onaatprslgaad.  theBepresinta. and  oauaed 

I,!..*.)    tba  ual  of  tha  »tate  to  ba  Qied  thereto,  at  Llltle  Rock.  IhlallrBt day  of 


OiMUiLafslgaed : 

Wk.  B.  WoODEOrr.  Triaturfi: 
SWboDdHor  Ibli  deacrlptlon.  nambered  1 : 


SaH.  C  Roane,  OatKrnar. 


UNITED  STATES  OK  AMERICA. 
State  or  Abkawsas. 

No  204  / 11,000- 

""•  ^^*-  \    X225. 

Bank  of  (A«  Statt  of  Xriuntas. 

Sii  peiicent.  stock. 

a  General  AuBembtf  of  the  Statu  or  Arkanuia,  eDlllled  "An 

lb  theSlale  Baokor  ATkoDUM/'approrod 

>  be  Indebted  to  tbe 


Oflder  on  a 

•Htapplen .. 

De««mber  18.  IBi;. 

Knoir  all  roen,  that  Ibe  State  or  ArkanHa 
prvUdent  and  directors  of  Ibe  Bniik  of  tbs  8tate  oi 

laottMnddolIorB;  y  '  '  '  '        '  " 

tDrront  money  o(  tl „ 

ofaald  bank,  on  the  nrst  day  of  January,  o 

•lity-el|[bt.  wltblalercil.Bttbe  rateofaUpe. 

ftarlyal  the  place  named  In  Ibe  cndoniemcnt  hereLu,  uu  LUDurai. 
*>KS  ufJanaary.or  eaeh  year,  until  the  pay  moot  or  oald  prinolpal. 
Id  Uaumony  whereof,  the  Governor  of  tbs  cttnte  of  ArkaniWB  baa  algned.  and 
the  t  reoBurer  of  Ibe  male  boa  counlerslBDCd.  these  presenla.  and  cauied 
ri.  _•  liioneal  of  iheHtate  to  be  fixed  tbereto.at  LtUlo  Rock,  tbU  flrstday  of 
'  "  "■!  January,  in  tha  year  or  our  Iiord  one  ttaouaand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty -eight. 


0  thousaad  elEht  hundred  and 
—  •   —  -nnum,  payable  half 
-""--'  day  of  July 


(X>antersIgnc(I : 

_^      W«.  E.  WoODBDFr.  Treinu; 

TtVMe  bonds  have  been  oulgnsd 

MboDds  of  this  deaerlptlon— 13  t 

l*tolni,lDclnalve'.  and  10 numbered 401 1 


Sau.  C-  Roank.  Oovtrn 


y  of  the  Treaaary. 

o»(.  Inclusive:  IG 

110,  Inolnalve. 


SPECIAL  CERTIFICATE 
DaraoiT  avd  Fohtiac  Railroad  8ta 
STATE  OF  MICHIGAN. 
#1,000.]  '  Six  per  cent.  »tock. 

Know  all  men  by  these  preiie "'   '      "  "" 

—  --  ■•--  '■— T)it  and  Pontla 

money  of  the  Dnlied  B 

nui^m'^o't^elr  order,  at  the  ManbBttao'Baokl  Vn  tSeclty'DTKew  YoraTon^e 
nrat  Monday  of  July.  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tbouund  eight  hundred  and 
afty^lght.  or  at  an;  time  Iherearter  that  the  Btate  may  chowe.  with  Intereat 
Lhereoa.Bt  the  rale  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  nt  (he  said  Manbottan 
BBOk  half  yearly,  npon  presentation  and  the  delivery  of  the  coupons  severally 
liM«anlo  annexed,  lowll:  on  the  Or-ilMondayof  January  and  tbeSrat  Mond^ 
of  July.  In  oaah  and  every  year,  until  thepayinantor  the  said  principal  sum. 
"tix^  fallb  and  credit  of  the  people  of  the  eald  State  are  Loreby  solemnly 

Sedgeil  tor  the  payment  of  the  Iniereit  and  the  redemption  of  the  prlnalpat 
«rBaf,ln  accorduioe  vltb  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "An  actio  provlda. 


k 
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tor  ibe  relief  of  tbe  Detroit  and  PouUao  lUllroad  Oompeny.'*  mppnfw^  Mmnlk 

A,  A.  D.  1888. 
In  ieetlmony  whereof,  the  Treunrer  of  the  State  of  Mlchlgmn  taM  eigned  Iblft 
fT  « 1  eertlfleete,  and  has  hereunto  affixed  the  leal  of  his  office.  ihU  lint  dif 
ijs,  8. J  Qf  Maj,  In  the  year  of  oor  Lord  one  thoneand  eight  hundred  and  thlity- 
eli^t. 


TYeagtur^T  of  iha  State  of  IfirftteaWi 
S  bondt  of  thli  deeerlption— 1  numbered 70;  the  reeldne  nombered  88  toil^  In- 
cloeWe. 


$1,000.1  [tliOOO. 

UNITED  STATES  OP  AMERICA, 

State  of  Illikoib. 

No.  88. 

Six  per  cent,  siockf  interest  half  yearly, 

ILLINOIS  BANK  AND  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  STOCK. 

Know  all  men  by  thete  preeente,  that  there  Is  dae  f^m  the  State  of  nilnola  (» 
the  Bank  of  Illinois,  or  nearer,  one  thoasand  dollars,  lawftil  money  of  the 
United  States,  with  Interest,  at  the  rate  of  nIx  per  centam  per  annum,  payable 
half  yearly,  on  the  flrst  Mondays  of  January  au'l  July,  at  tbe  Bank  of  the  united 
Htates  In  Philadelphia,  or  at  Its  agency  In  New  York,  at  the  option  of  the  holder, 
on  the  presentation  and  surrender  of  the  annexed  warrants.  The  principal  la 
relmbumablo  at  either  of  tbe  above  places,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State,  after  the 
year  1H0O.  For  the  performance  of  all  which  the  folth  of  the  State  of  Illlnola, 
Is  Irrevocably  pledged,  as  also  a  Ukeamountof  the  stock  In  the  Bank  of  Illlnola. 
agreeably  to  **  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  Increase  the  oapltol  atook  off 
certain  banks,  and  to  provide  means  to  pay  the  Interest  on  a  loan  authorized  by 
an  act  ontltled  an  *  Act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  Internal 
Improvement,' "  approved  March  4, 1887.  • 
In  wltaess  whereof,  the  Governor,  auditor,  and  treasurer  of  the  State  of  1111- 
rr  ■  1  nols.  have  signed  this  certificate,  and  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  aaki 
LL..  B.J   gt^iQ  iQ  t,e  hereunto  affixed,  this  31st  day  of  July,  1837. 

Joseph  Dunoav,  Oooemor, 
Levi  Davis,  Auditcr, 
John  D.  Whiteside,  Tretuurer, 

18  bonds  of  this  description— 4  numbered  70, 71, 78, 74,  and  the  residue  num- 
bered 81  to  89,  Inclusive. 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

Stats  of  Illikgis. 

11,000.]  Interest  six  per  cent  [$1,000. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  ILLINOIS, 

No.  2,480.]  Internal  improvement  stock.  [Ko.  2,460. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  there  Is  due  trom  the  State  of  Illlnola  to 
Nevlns,  Townsend  A  Oo.,  or  bearer,  one  thousand  dollars,  lawftil  money  of  the 
United  States,  with  Interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  peyahia 
half  yearly,  on  the  first  Mondays  of  January  and  July,  at  the  bank  oftha 
United  States  In  Philadelphia,  or  at  Its  agency  In  New  York,  at  the  option  of 
the  holder,  on  the  presentation  and  surrender  of  the  annexed  warrants.  The 
principal  Is  reimbursable  at  either  of  the  above  places,  at  the  pleasure  of  tha 
Htate,  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1870.  Por  the  p  'rformonoe  of  all  which  Uie 
ftiith  of  the  State  ot  Illinois  is  irrevocably  pledged,  agreeaoly  to  **An  act  to  ea- 
tabllsh  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvements,"  approved 
February  27, 18S7. 
Witness  our  hands,  at  Vandalia,  this  first  day  of  January,  1888. 

Ghas.  Oaklet.     . ) 
M  M.  Rawlings,    V  CbmmiMiofiert. 
Thomas  Matheb,  ) 
Levi  Dayib,  Auditor, 

8  bonds  of  this  desorlpUon,  2,457, 2,4fi0, 2,480. 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  . 
$1,000.]  State  of  Illinois.  [$l,OO0i 

Six  per  cent,  stocky  interest  half  yearly.  -■ 

ILLINOIS  AND  MICHIGAN.* 

Canal  stock.    Ko.  1,241. . 

Know  all  man  bythesa  presents,  that  there  Is  due  from  the  State  of  nunola  to 
the  Stata  Bank  of  Illinois,  or  bearer,  one  thousand  dollars,  lawfbl  money  of  Ilia 
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^IM  SUtw,  with  iDtoreit.  at  the  nte  of  ili  per  ceatum  per  aooiim,  payabla 
Wt  jMrlr.on  tbs  Snl  Hondayl  o[  J&naary  and  Jaly.  lit  the  baok  of  the  Uiilt«d 
SMwlnftillaJalpaifcOftltaagenoylD  N«w  York,  at  the  option  oft  be  bolder, 
*"lllM|MtnitaUonMid*arrendar  of  the  anaexed  warrants    Tbo  principal  li 


_- _ieateltberortbeBboveplacei,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State.: 

pwUH  ri>r  ilia  Mrformanoe  of  afl  which  the  Ikllh  of  the  State  or  II 
K{nMMI;pIed(ed,aaalK>tbeproperty.  tollBjandreTeDueBof  the  Illli 


jMlan  moti  ureeably  to  an  aot,  epUtK 
UatmuiUand  Hlehlgah  oanal."  approved  t£ 
InTltBcnwhereofrths  Oovernor.  andltor. 


irformanoe  of  afi  which  the  Ikllh  of  the  State  or  IlllDoli  Is 

-    -  ■-  tollB-andreTeoueBof th 

titled  "An  aot  tar  the  ol 

^.-.jdthe  Sth  Janaary,  litis. 

„_ ,, .andltor.  and  treoBuror  of  the  State  of  Illl' 

iLai  ludi,  have  elan ed  tbla  oertlllcate.  and  nave  oauied  the  lesl  of  theeald 
'   '■'  Blat«  t«  be  hereanto  afflied,  thli  Ist  day  of  July.  1K3B. 

Tho,  CablIN,  Govrnor. 
,  LBVt  DAVIB,  Auditor, 

Jon  a.  WHmsiDK,  jytaruTtr. 
HboDdaortbladeMrlptton,  namberad  I,3T7  tol,^,  iDclualve. 


UNITED  STATES  07  AMERICA, 

S'lOOa]  Statk  of  Illinois.  [tl,000. 

Inttrt»t  «>«  per  cent. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  ILLINOIS. 

""•  a,«M.]  [No.  2,636. 

Internal  improvement  stock. 
..^OViUnen  by  thwe  preaenta,  that  there  Is  due  from  the  SUte  of  Illlnoli  to 

^T* ,  or  beurer.  one  thousand  dollarB,  with  Interest  at  the  rate  of  all  per 

aJS  WronbDiD.  payable  half  yeiu'ly,oD  the  flret  Mandoya  of  January  and  July, 
7^2*  taakliig  bouse  or  the  egenoy  of  the  Bank  of  tbo  United  Sulen  In  New 
£T2,0opc«*ent»llon  and  ■nireodo^of  the  anneiad  warrauta.  The  principal 
;r.*«l^BrnUeat  thesalr' ^^~^'~^'' '^"'""'  -* '^*~  "'''■'^-■'-"  "*■  •►*-=*"■•"  «f.<.-.».<. 
VtfJannojry.  1870. 


le  at  the  said  ten  k  Ing  hoaae.  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State,  after  the 
__-.  -  .~n«ry.  imo. 
.^^tbaptrftninaDce  or  all  which  the  Ib'th  or  the  State  ofllltnalB  1b  Irrevo- 
V|?|i'*4a<l.  agreeably  to  "Au  act  to  eslablUh  and  main  lain  agencml  system 
jM^^maailmprovement,"  approved  February  27,  ISH.  and  an  amendment, ap- 


'^ItocMonr  hood*',  at  Vandallo,  this  lit  day  nf  July.  1838. 


CHAS.  OAICI.Kr,  l(„™_,J„ton- 

JOHM    TlLLMM,  Jb.; '■<"""■«'"'«' 


^j^lKads^irfthla  desortpUon,  oombered  2,029,  2,102. 3.834,' t.KS,  1,639,  ».6IS, 


n,UU,9,«(M. 


Stati  of  Ohio  Canal  Stock. 

I,  OOceot  Ihs  Oblo  LIh  Inninnca  nod  Tnut  CompMy,  Id  Ibeclly  of  Nan  lork. 

^«  It  known,  that  the  Slate  or  Ohio  owes  to  the  Secretary  or  tbe  Treasury  of 
*"  DoltedHlates,  In  trust  Tor  the  Sinltbsanlan  fund,  or  his  aHBlgns.  (he  sum  of 

ttKMUand  dollars  bearing  Inlerestattba  rate  of  Hli  ppr  centum  per  annum, 
D  tiieDrat  day  of  July.  Itjil.  Incluslvclv,  pay  'bleatthla  office  hair  yearly  on 

ant  days  of  the  inonihB  of  January  and  July,  bclnr  "■—' '"'' ' 


£*•  antdays  of  the  inonihB  of  January  and  July,  being  "loon  created  In  pursu- 
Sgcaofiandryactsaftbe  Leglalature  of  ine  Siatoof  Ohio  pasaed  Marcb  IJIIh, 
^?H. the  principal  of  which  bIoo.<  la  rclnibursnblo  at  the  pleasure  of  ihe  Sla-e, 

9*^iy  Ume after  the  thir'-  -— -  -■ ,.__....,__     ,  n.  _..,..,.  .,-u, 

P  Meorded  Id  this  offici 


*V 


ofBco.and  Ih  i 

'^^'SP;"^"'}"'^^^"  rales  "I"  ■"'■•"8  instil 
^aVS.    In  teailmony  whereof  I,  J.  .v.  Permns, 

inir«iM»»nilTmslCinn™ny,aaeut  duly  appolnied  for  that  purpose  by 
ihBi„mmi>.i ,  ,.,  .V.  . — ml   ii'unaofiJMo  pursuant  to  autliorlly 


It-M  ^*;'5_  - -- 

J,N.  rEEBISi 

Ohio  Canal  Stock. 


the  Treasury  of 


at  tbe  rale  ofsli 


y.  payoble  at  tbls  otllco  lialf 
uidJuly,  being  alocn  created 
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in  pnrsaanoe  of  sondry  acts  of  the  Legislatare  of  Ohio  passed  March  19. 1888,  and 
March23. 1840,  the  principal  of  which  stock  Is  relmbarsable  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  State,  at  any  time  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  1860; 
which  debt  is  recorded  In  this  office,  and  is  transferable  only  by  appearance  in 
person  or  by  attorney,  according  to  the  rules  and  forms  instituted  for  that  pur- 
pose. 
No.  3,176.   In  testimony  whereof,  I,  J.  N.  Perkins,  cashier  of  the  Ohio  Life  In- 
surance  and  Trust  Company,  agent,  duly  appointed  for  that  purpose  by 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  of  Ohio,  pursuant  to  authority 
{L.  8.]   Tested  in  them  by  the  acts  aforementioned,  have  hereunto  subscribed 
my  name,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said  commissioners,  the  day  and  year 
first  above  mentioned. 

J.  N.  Perkins, 
OaM?Uer  Ohio  Life  In.  and  TruH  Co. 
6aic.  p.  Buz«Xi,  TVnn^er  Office, 
$18,000. 

UNITED  STATES  LOAN  OF  1841. 

fl,291.86.  11,291.86. 

No.  66.  No.  66. 

Trbasurt  Dbpartmbnt,  September  ^.  1841. 
Be  it  known  that  there  is  due  from  the  United  States  of  America  unto  the  Sec* 
rotary  of  the  Treasury,  Ibr  the  time  being,  in  trust  for  the  Smithsonian  ftind.  or 
hlB  assigns,  the  sum  otone  thouaand  ttvo  hundred  and  ntnety-one  dollare  and  eioh^' 
eix  cents,  dollars  bearioff  interest  at  five  and  a  half  per  centum  per  annum.  m>m 
the  eighteenth  day  of  September.  1841,  inclusively,  payable  quarter  yearly, 
being  stock  created  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  vonfrreas  passed  on  the  2ist  day  or 
July.  18il,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twelve 
xniUionB  of  dollars,'*  the  principal  of  which  stock  is  reimbursable  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  United  StcUee,  at  anytime  after  the  thirty- first  day  of  December.  1841; 
which  debt  Is  recorded  in  and  transfbrable  at  the  office  of  the  Regi»ter  of  Treas- 
ury, by  appearance  in  person  or  by  attorney,  according  to  the  rules  and  forma 
nstltuted  for  that  purpose. 

Wai/tbr  Forward, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeaaury^ 
Countersigned: 

T.  L.  SxzTH,  Begider. 
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[H.  R.  No.  886.] 

A  BILL  to  provide  for  the  disposal  and  management  of  the  fund  be- 
queathed by  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States,  for  the  establishment 
of  an  institution  for  tbe  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

Seo.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy,  the  Postmaster  and  Attorney  Generals,  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  shall  be,  and  hereby 
are,  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  style  and  title  of  tbe 
trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men,  with  perpetual  succession,  and  the  usual  powen, 
duties,  and  liabilities,  incident  to  corporations. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  corporation  so  constituted 
shall  have  power  to  appoint,  from  citizens  of  the  united  States  other  than 
members  of  the  board,  a  secretary  and  a  treasurer,  to  bold  their  offices 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  and  removable  at  their  pleasure,  and 
others  to  be  appointed  in  their  places,  and  to  fix  from  time  to  time  their 
compensations.  And  the  secretary  and  treasurer  only  shall  receive  pecu- 
niary compensation  for  their  services,  and  those  of  the  members  of  the 
board  of  trustees  shall  be  gratuitous.  And  the  offices  of  secretary  and 
treasurer  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  board  of  trustees,  be  held  by  the 
same  person.  The  secretary  and  treasurer  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  respecMve  offices ;  and  the  treasurer  shall 
give  bond,  with  the  penalty  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  with  sureties  to  tibe 
satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  safe  custody  and  faith- 
ful application  of  all  the  funds  of  the  Institution  which  may  come  to  his 
hands  or  be  at  his  disposal. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and 
eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and  forty-six  cents, 
placed  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  first  day  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  as  the  proceeds,  in  part,  of  the  bequest 
of  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States,  together  with  all  sums  which  have 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  realized  from  the  said  bequest,  shall  be  passed 
hereafter  to  the  credit  of  a  fund,  to  be  denominated  the  Smithsonian  fund, 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  And  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  pledged  for  the  preservation  of  the  said  fund  undiminished  and 
unimpaired,  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  a  year,  payable 
half-yearly,  on  the  first  days  of  January  and  July,  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  to  bo  applied  to  the  purposes 
of  the  fund,  conformably  to  the  laws,  and  subject  to  tnc  revision*and  regu- 
lations of  the  board  of  trustees. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  part  of  the  said  Smithsonian 
fund,  principal  or  interest,  shall  bo  applied  to  any  school,  college,  univer- 
sity, other  institute  of  education,  or  ecclesiastical  establishment. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  appropriations  to  bo  made 
from  time  to  time  by  Congress,  to  tbe  purposes  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, as  declared  by  the  testator,  shall  bo  exclusively  from  the  accruing 
interest,  and  not  from  the  principal,  of *the  said  fund;  but  Congress  shall 
retain  the  power  of  investing,  at  their  discretion,  the  principal  of  said  fund 
and  its  increase  in  any  other  manner,  so  as  to  secure  not  less  than  a  yearly 
inter^'St  of  six  per  cent.,  and  may  appropriate,  from  any  other  unappropri- 
ated moneys  in  the  Treasury,  sums  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  six  years  of 
the  accruing  interest  on  the  Smithsonian  fund,  to  bo  repaid  from  tbe 
said  accruing  interest  into  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars, part  of  the  accruing  interest  on  the  same  Smithsonian  fund,  be,  and 
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■Oe  ume  ii  horebj,  appropriated  lowardB  the  erection  and  cstablii^hmont, 
*k  Uecitf  of  WtuhiDRtoD,  of  sn  Hatronomicsl  obeervatory,  adapted  tn  the 
noct  ofTective  and  continunl  observatione  of  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens ; 
;**>  lie  provided  with  the  ncceasary,  bast,  and  most  perfect  instruroeoLs  and 
"X>kt,  for  the  period ica I  publication  nf  the  said  observations,  and  Tqr  thn 
Annual  composition  and  publication  of  a  nantical  almanac. 

"  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tiie  said  observatory  ehall  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  trustees,  on  a  site  in  Ibo  city  of 
igton.  lo  be  selected  by  them  ;  and,  should  the  same  be  on  land  be- 
igiog  to  the  United  State*!,  to  much  thereof  ns,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
»leef,  shall  be  necessary  for  the  purpose,  shall  ho  conveyed  lo  them,  in 
'tuideration  of  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  taken  from  that  fund  by 
le  (genera)  appropriation  act  of  third  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 

Dc:  iVot<ii/<d,  That  if  no  such  snitahle  site  can  bo  found  on  the  public 

laDd*,  that  then  a  selection  of  a  site  on  private  property  oiay  be  made,  at  a 
price  ool  exceeding  one-half  cent  per  square  foot ;  to  be  paid  out  of  tha 
~>pprapriation  in  the  immediately  preceding  section  of  tbie  act. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  all  eipeuditures  made  by  the  said 
Mtrd  of  trostoes  eball  he  sulject  to  the  approval  of  tbo  President  of  tb'e 
'TJ ailed  States ;  and  all  the  accounts  thereof  shall  be  reported  to  the  Secre- 
y  of  the  Treasury,  and  audited,  under  his  direction,  by  the  proper  officora 
Ibn  Treasury  Department ;  and  the  said  hoard  shall  report  to  Congress, 
.  every  section  thereof,  the  state  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  a  full 
at«meiit  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  preceding  year. 
Sbc.  D.  And  be  H further  enacted,  That  the  first  meeting  of  the  trustees 
'  tbeSmithsonian  fund  shall  be  held  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  third 

'TtMaday  of neit;   and  that,  in  the  menn  time,  the  custody  nf  the  said 

fund,  and  the  expenditures  under  the  appropriations  herein  made,  «hall  he 
k«ld  and  authoriaed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  subject  to  the  appro- 
'*~^tioii  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sic.  10.  ATid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  a  board  of  visitorg, 

Vo  be  manually  appoiut«d,  conmting  of  nine  members ;  two  of  whom  to  be 

-^mnTniuioned   officers  of  the  army,  to  be  appointed  hy  the  Secretary  of 

•  Wmt;  two  commissioned  officers  of  tbo  navy,  to  bo  appointed  by  the  .Sec- 

**it»rj  of  the  Navy ;  the  mayors  for  the  time  being  of  the  cities  of  Alex- 

■ndria  and  of  Georgotoirn,  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  one  citi- 

■nk  of  eacb  of   the  cities  of  Washington,  Alexandria,  and  Ueorgetown, 

*>  b*  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  who  shall  meet  on 

46  Ant  Monday  of  February,  at  eleven  o'clock,  before  noon,  at  the  said 

■ttrohomical  observatory,  and  visit  and  inspect  the  condition  of  the  snid 

Asarvalory,  and  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  generally.     They  shall 

ohooae  among  themselves  a  chairman,  and  shall  make  report  to  the  Presi> 

Amt  of  the  United  States  of  the  said  condition  of  the  institution,  specifi- 

*lly  iDdicaling  in  what  respect  the  institution  has,  during  the  preceding 

y*mt,  Gontributed  to  the  purpose  of  the  founder — tha  increase  and  diffuxion 

^  knowledge  among  men.     To  this  board  the  astronomical  observalor  shall 

■^ka  a  report  lo  the  same  effect,  so  far  as  regards  the  astronomical  branch 

"  the  institution  ;  which  report  shall  be  annexed  to  thai  of  the  board  to 

^  President  of  the  United  Slates,  who  shall  communicate  the  said  reports 

nCoagreu.     Tbe  services  of  the  members  of  the  said  board  shall  be  gra- 

Blc.  11.  Anil  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  is  reserved  to  Congreaa 
Wright  of  altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing,  any  of  the  provi- 
^w  of  this  act,  which  shall  be  found  inconvenient  upon  experience;  Pro- 
fi^,  That  no  contract  or  individual  right,  made  or  Hcquired  under  sucb 
pMviiioDB,  sball  thereby  be  impair<>d  or  divested. 

Bic  12.  Artd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tbe  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dol. 
!•»  of  the  inlereat  accrued,  and  now  invested  in  bonds  "of  the  Slate  of 

Aritinsas  and ,  bearing  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  sii  percent.  •  year, 

b«.  aad  it  is  hereby,  constituted  a  fund,  from  the  yearly  interest  of  which 
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tbe  eompeuMtion  shall  be  p«id  at  an  utronomiol  obMTTator,  b 
appointM  by  the  board  of  oTeneen,  removabla  at  their  dtocretion, 
•Dother  to  be  appoiDted  whenever  the  aaid  office  ma;  be  Tacant ;  bit  < 

SguutiOQ  ■hall  De  at  the  rate  of  three  thousand  dollare  a  jou,  aiid  aix  \ 
red  dollars  a  year  for  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  rag 
upon  the  buildinge,  as  they  may  be  required. 

Sko.  18.  .4ni;A«£f/ur(A«-«niu:^,Tbattheiuinofonehnndredaadt> 
ty  thousand  dollars,  from  the  interest  already  accrued  or  to  accrue  hereaft 
that  amount,  and  yielding  yearly  interest  at  the  rate  of  sis  per  cent,  a  j 
be,  and  is  hereby,  constituted  a  fund,  from  the  interest  of  which  four  at 
anta  to  the  astronomer,  and  laborers  necessary  for  attendance  on  bim 
the  care  and  preservation  of  the  buildings,  shall  be  provided  and  sapper 
The  compensatioo  of  the  four  assistants  to  be  at  the  rate  of  llfteea  nun 
dollars  a  year  each  ;  and  the  compensation  of  the  laborers  (with  corap4 
tions  not  to  exceed  in  amount  for  the  whole  of  those  found  neoeasaiy)  t« 
hundred  dollars  a  year  ;  the  assistants  and  laborers  to  be  appoiDted 
removable  by  the  said  boikrd  of  trustees,  at  their  discretion. 

Bbo.  14.  And  be  it  further  enatttd,  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
lars,  of  the  interest  hereafter  to  accrue  from  the  said  Smithsonian  fiiod, 
and  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  furnish  an  assortment  of  the  beat  and  n 
perfect  instruments  for  astronomical  observation,  to  be  procured  under 
direction  of  the  astronomical  observator,  to  be  appointed  conforniaU] 
the  twelfth  section  of  this  act. 

Sic.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  further  sum  of  ten  tbowi 
dollars,  of  the  interest  to  accrue  on  the  said  fund,  be,  and  hereby  ii,  e 
stituted  a  tnnd,  from  the  interest  of  which  other  instrumenta  may  b«  ft 
time  to  time  procured,  as  occasions  for  the  use  of  them  may  arise,  and 
repairs  of  instruments,  as  needed. 

S>C.  IS.  And  be  it  further  tnaeted,  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  doll 
to  accrue  from  the  future  interest  on  the  said  fund,  be,  and  the  san 
hereby,  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  a  library  of  books  of  scienoa : 
literature,  for  the  use  of  the  observatory,  to  ho  selected  by  the  observal 
and  the  further  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  of  the  said  intereal 
accrue  from  the  said  fund,  is  hereby  constituted  a  fund,  from  the  yearly 
tereat  of  which  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  shall  be  applied  for 
constant  supply  of  new  works,  transactions  of  learned  societies,  and  peri 
ical  publications  upon  science  in  other  parts  of  the  world  or  in  Amerioi 

Sec.  it.  And  be  il  further  ejuieted,  'Hist  the  further  sum  of  thirty  tl 
sand  dollars,  of  the  interest  hereafter  to  accrue  from  the  said  princ 
Smithsonian  fiuid,  be,  and  hereby  is,  constituted  a  fund,  from  the  Ino 
of  which,  being  eighteen  hundred  dollars  a  year,  shall  be  defrayed 
expense  of  the  yearly  publication  of  the  observations  made  at  the  obaN 
torv,  and  of  a  nautical  almanac,  to  be  called  the  Smithsonian  almanao. 

6kc.  IB.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  any  other  mooera  wt 
have  accrued,  or  may  hereafter  accrue,  upon  the  said  Smithsonian  Ai 
not  herein  appropriated,  the  board  of  trustees  are  hereby  authoriicd 
make  such  disposal  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  promotion  ot 


porpme  of  the  teelAtor — toe  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  a 

April  12, 1842 

The  Speaker  presented  additional  documeota  in  sapp 

of  the  memorial  of  Eichard  Rush,  wbich  were  refernid 

the  Committee  of  Claitus. 

Ou  i&f^m_^Mmftdk|^^k^iW  then  ordered  Ui«t 

A  be  discharged  fi 

Utt  it  be  T^rrai 
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House  of  BspBEaEKiATiVES,  August  5, 1842. 
Bill  TSo.  479,  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Kush  was  passed. 
The  bill  is  as  follows  : 

&  if  intltd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  JRepreaentataee  of  the  United 
«ilNe^  Amtriea  in  Congest  auojibUd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


of  »nj  rnone;  in  the  Treaaury  not  othorwise  Bppropriated, 


HfcWd  itnili,  vbe  gum'of  three  thouBanJ  eigbl  hundred  ancl'flfl'een  dollan 
WdMrs^y.three  cents,  for  eitrs  cervices  in  converting  the  SmithitoiiiaD 
vdiMEUTad  by  him,  m  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  into  jfold  cuio, 
Bndbr  bii  aid  and  lupervieion  in  transporting  the  aume  from  London  to 
Utembidt  Philadelphia. 

HoDSB  OF  Rbpbebsntatitbs,  AuguM  27,  1842. 

A  petition  of  Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  Elisha  "Whittlesey,  J. 
B.  Shnner,  and  others,  on  behalf  of  the  Agricultural  Soci- 
^  of  the  United  States,  asking  for  the  disposal  of  a  portion 
Of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  for  the  establishment  of  an  agri- 
CQltonl  school  and  farm  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
lakid  OQ  the  t&ble. 

The  following  is  the  memorial : 

The  memorial  of  the  tmdersigned  respectfully  represents: 
^ht  they,  and  those  associated  with  Utem,  have  formed  a 
•odety  in  the  Distnct  of  Columbia,  to  be  called  "The  Agri- 
*lfltiiiil  Society  of  the  United  States,"  which  is  designed 
QlfBriouB  ways  io  promote  the  improvement  of  American 
^artandry. 

Jor  that  purpose  they  have  adopted  a  constitution,  and 

^Jied  to  Congress  for  an  act  of  incorporation.     The  objects 

Vthe  society  are  fully  explained  in  the  constitution,  a  copy 

"(which  has  been  laid  before  Congresa.     One  of  these  is 

Qtt establishment  of  a  school  and  farm  in  this  District,  with 

•  course   of  lectures   for   instruction   and   experiments  to 

1  tdrance  the  condition  of  agriculture  throughout  the  Union, 

I  ■i  thus  diffuse  wider  among  men  that  knowledge  bo  easen- 

I  Wto  the  improvement  of  this  most  important  pursuit. 

I    They  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolve*  adopted  by  said 

I  Dde^,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  pray  Congress 

|lB  Kt  Kp»Tt  and  apply  to  the  above  objects  the  residue  of 

.  it  IbOt  article  of  constitiitbn,  preaeotoi  August  27,  1842 : 
"An.  15-  The  said  board  (board  uf  control]  ahull  also  be  inetnioted  to 
UaSvrta  to  obtain  funds  for  the  eetablisbment  of  an  agricultural  reboot 
VDirtrict  of  Columbia,  and,  appurtenant  thereto,  a  course  of  public 
|i«a  aigrlGulture,  chemistry,  botany,  mineralogy,  geology,  und  ento- 
■  «ppropriate  sciences  to  the  great  buainesi  of  agricutlur-   — '  — 


BBS*'"'  -"leside"'.  J*"       ..M  »  "f  Jt 


„  (torn  *%  M 1  «^'*  .^  »a  a«- 
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iimAybaveaccrned  on  said  &um  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  which  will 
tnottni  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand  six  hundred 
and  foar  dollars,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  erection 
of  raitable  buildings,  and  the  enclosing  of  suitable  grounds,  for  the  Smith> 
lODitn  Institution  established  by  this  act ;  and  that  six  per  cent,  interest  on 
the  Slid  trust  fund,  it  being  the  said  amount  of  five  hundred  and  eight 
tbootind  three  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars,  received  into  the  United  States 
Tretsary,  third  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
ptysble,  in  half  yearly  payments,  on  the  first  of  January  and  July  in  each 
year,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  perpetual  inaintc- 
niQoe  and  support  of  said  institution. 

Skc.  2.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  business  of  said  institution 
sball  be  conducted  by  a  board  of  managers,  to  consist  of  twelve,  no  two  of 
whom  gfaall  bo  citizens  of  the  same  State  or  Territory  ;  that  the  persons  first 
appointed  on  the  board  of  managers  shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  September  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and, 
wheD  met,  shall  divide  themselves,  by  lot,  into  three  sections,  one  of  which 
ahall  8erve  two  years,  one  four,  and  the  other  six  years  ;  and  whenever  a 
▼icancy  occurs  in  said  board,  the  same  shall  be  filled  by  such  person  as  may 
reappointed  by  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress ;  that  all  those  who  may  be 
appointed  to  fill  vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  resignation,  or  removal  out 
of  the  United  States,  shall  servo  the  residue  of  the  term,  and  all  those  who 
"^7  ^  appointed  to  fill  vacancies  which  occur  by  lapse  of  time  shall  serve 
"Vtbeterm  of  six  years;  that  after  said  board  shall  have  met  and  become 
^Biaedby  appointing  one  of  their  own  body  president  of  said  board,  it 
ahall  be  their  duty  to  proceed  to  select  a  suitable  site  for  such  building  as 
^7  ^  in  their  Judgment,  necessary  for  the  institution,  and  suitable  ground 
Botexoeeding  ten  acres,  for  horticultural  and  agricultural  experiments,  which 
pound  may  be  taken  and  appropriated  out  of  that  part  of  tne  public  ground 
u  the  city  of  Washington  called  the  Mall ;  and  the  ground  so  select^  shall 
^  Kt  out  by  prop«*r  metes  and  bounds,  and  a  description  of  the  same  shall 
^ made  and  recorded  in  a. book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  signed 
^ laid  managers,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  be  convened  on  said  first 
llonday  of  September  ;  and  such  record,  or  a  copy  thereof,  certified  by  the 
preiident  of  the  board  of  managers,  shall  be  received  as  evidence  in  all 
ooartsofthe  extent  and  boundaries  of  the  lands  appropriated  to  said  in- 
ititation. 

Sic.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  so  soon  as  the  board  of  managers 
fiiallhaye  selected  the  site  for  the  buildings  of  the  institution,  they  shall  cause 
to  be  erected  a  suitable  building,  of  plain  and  durable  materials  and  struct- 
ure, without  unnecessary  ornament,  and  of  sufBciont  size,  and  with  suitable 
rooms  for  the  reception   and  arrangement  of  objects  of  natural  history,  a 
Jibrary,  a  chemical  laboratory,  and   lecture   room  or  rooms ;  and  the  said 
board  shall  have  authority,  by  themselves,  or  by  a  committee  of  throe  of 
tiietr  members,  to  contract  for   the  completion  of  such  building  upon  such 
plan  as  may  be  directed  by  the  board  of  managers,  and  shall  take  sufficient 
security  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the  building  and  finish- 
ing the  same  according  to  said  plan,  and  in  the  time  stipulated  in  such  con- 
tract :  provided^  however.  That  the  expense  of  said  building  shall  not  exceed 
the  aum  of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  which  sum  is  hereby  appropriated  for 
that  purpose  out  ot  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  ; 
«od  the  board  of  managers  shall  also  cause  the  grounds  selected  for  horti- 
cultural and  agricultural  purposes  to  be  enclosed  and  secured,  and  a  suitable 
building  erected  to  preserve  such  plants  as  will  not  bear  exposure  to  the 
weather  at  all  seasons  ;  and  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
^appropriated  for  such  building  and  enclosure,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  ;  and  so  soon  as  it  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  accommodation  of  the  persons  employed  in  said  institution,  the 
«Aid  board  of  managers  may  cause  to  be  erected  on  the  grounds  of  the  in- 
stitution such  dwelling  houses  and  other  buildings,  of  plain  and  substantial. 
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irorkmanship  and  materials,  to  be  without  unnecessary  ornament,  as  mmi 
be  wanted :  Provided  however y  That  the  whole  expense  of  building  and.  ftir 
nishing  as  many  such  houses  as  may  be  required  snail  not  exceed  the  reeidui 
olf  said  interest  which  will  have  accrued  on  the  first  day  of  July  next ;  an( 
for  the  said  expenditure  the  said  residue  of  said  interest,  amounting  to  the  san 
of  Aeventy*eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  four  dollars,  is  hereby  appropria 
ted,  payable  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated 
and  all  such  contracts  as  may  be  made  by  said  board  of  managers  shall  be  de 
posited  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  ;  and  all  questions  whlcl 
may  arise  between  the  United  States  and  any  person  claiming  under  and  bj 
virtue  of  any  such  contract  shall  be  heard  and  determined  by  said  board  o 
managers,  and  such  determination  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  upon  al 
parties ;  and  all  claims  on  any  contract  made  as  aforesaid  shall  be  allowec 
and  certified  by  the  board  of  managers,  or  a  committee  thereof,  as  the  caw 
may  be,  and  being  signed  by  the  president  of  the  board,  shall  be  a  sufficien 
voucher  for  settlement  and  payment  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  so  soon  as  buildings  shall  b< 
erected  for  their  reception,  all  objects  of  natural  history  belonging  to  thi 
United  States,  which  may  b^  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  whosesoever  coa 
tody  the  same  may  be,  shall  be  delivered  to  such  persons  as  may  be  author 
ized  by  the  board  of  managers  to  receive  them,  and  shall  be  arranged  bj 
the  professor  of  natural  history  in  such  order  and  so  classed  as  best  to  facif 
itate  the  examination  and  study  of  them  in  the  building  so  as  aforesaid  U 
be  erected  for  the  institution ;  and  the  managers  of  said  institution  sbal 
afterwards,  as  new  specimens  in  natural  history  may  be  obtained  for  th< 
museum  of  the  institution  by  exchanges  of  duplicate  specimens  belongini 
to  the  institution  (which  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  make)  or  by  dona 
Uons  which  they  may  receive,  cause  such  new  specimens  to  be  also  appropri 
ately  classed  and  arranged.  And  the  minerals,  books,  manuscripts,  anc 
other  property  of  James  Smithson,  which  have  been  received  by  tne  Qoy 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  and  are  now  placed  in  the  Patent  OfiSce,  abal 
be  removed  to  said  institution  and  shall  be  preserved  separate  and  apar 
from  the  other  property  of  the  institution. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  emictedj  That  the  managers  of  said  institutioi 
shall  appoint  a  superintendent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  charge  of  th 
ground,  buildings,  and  property,  belonging  to  the  institution,  and  carefully 
preserve  the  same  from  injury  ;  and  such  superintendent  shall  be  the  secre 
tary  of  the  board  of  managers,  and  shall,  under  their  direction,  make  a  fai 
ana  accurate  record  of  all  their  proceedings,  to  be  preserved  in  said  instita 
tion ;  and  the  said  superintendent  shall  also  discharge  the  duties  of  professo 
of  agriculture  and  of  horticulture  in  said  institution,  and  in  that  capacity 
may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  board  of  managers,  employ,  from  time  to 
to  time,  so  many  gardeners  and  other  laborers  as  may  be  necessary  to  culti- 
vate the  ground  and  keep  in  repair  the  buildings  of  said  institution ;  and 
the  superintendent  shall  receive  for  his  services  such  sum  as  may  be 
allowea  by  the  board  of  managers,  to  be  paid  semi-annually  on  the  first 
day  of  January  and  July  ;  and  the  said  superintendent  shall  be  removable 
by  the  board  of  managers  whenever,  in  their  judgment,  the  interest  of  the 
intitution  may  require  the  superintendent  to  bo  changed. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  board 
of  managers,  they  shall  fix  on  the  times  for  regular  meetings  of  the  board, 
and  on  application  of  any  three  of  the  managers  to  the  superintendent  ol 
tha  institution,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  appoint  a  time  for  a  special  meeting 
of  the  board,  of  which  he  shall  give  notice  by  letter  to  each  of  the  mem< 
bers,  and  at  any  meeting  of  the  board  of  managers  seven  shall  constitute  i 
quorum  to  do  business ;  that  each  member  of  the  board  of  managers  shal 
be  paid  his  necessary  travelling  and  olher  expenses  in  attending  meeting] 
of  the  board,  which  shall  be  audited,  allowed,  and  recorded,  by  the  super 
intendent  of  the  institution.  And  whenever  any  person  employed  by  th< 
authority  of  the  institution  shall  have  performed  service  entitling  him  to  com 
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P^ttttknii  whether  the  same  shall  be  by  way  of  salary  payable  sexni-aDnnally 
^wi^  for  labor,  the  superintendent  shall  certify  to  the  president  of  the 
Wd  that  such  compensation  is  due,  whereupon  the  president  shall  certify 
^  tame  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  for  payment. 

Sic.  7.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  board  of  managers  may  ap^ 

P^tfome  suitable  person  as  professor  of  natural  history,  a  professor  of  chem- 

^'try,  and  a  professor  of  astronomy,  with  such  other  professors  as  the  wants 

^f  tcienoe  may  require.    They  shall  also  employ  able  men  to  lecture  in  the 

™titQtion  upon  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  shall  fix  the  compensation  of  such 

pfDi^Haurs  and  lecturers :  Provided^  That  no  professorship  shall  be  established 

^  lecturer  emploTed  to  treat  or  lecture  on  law,  physic,  or  divinity,  it  beings 

*^^  object  of  tne  institution  to  furnish  facilities  for  the  acquisition  of  such 

"^Miiebes  of  knowledge  as  are  not  taught  in  the  various  universities. 

8xG.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  board  of  managers  shall  make 

*n  iieedfal  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws,  for  the  government  of  the  in- 

'^^iatlon  and  the  persons  employed  therein  ;  they  shall  direct  and  prescribe 

^^  experiments  to  be  made  by  the  professor  of  agriculture  and  horticulture, 

^  ^•tttrmine  the  utility  and  advantage  of  new  modes  and  instruments  of 

^^tsire,  to  determine  whether  new  fruits,  plants,  and  vegetables,  may  be 

^^Iti^ated  to  advantage  in  the  United  States ;  and  they  shall  direct  the  dis- 

^*^lHiU<m  of  all  such  fruits,  plants,  seeds,  and  vegetables,  as  shall  bo  found 

^y^ftil  and  adapted  to  any  of  our  soils  and  climates,  so  that  the  people  in 

•^^Fy  part  of  the  Union  may  enjoy  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  exper- 

*|P=^^iits  made  by  the  institution  ;  they  shall  also  make  rules  and  regulation* 

*^^*^  the  admission  of  students  in  the  various  departments  of  the  institution^ 

3^^  their  conduct  and  deportment  while  they  remain  therein :  Provided f 

-*•'**•%  mil  instruction  in  sai<i  institution  shall  be  gratuitous  to  those  students 

'^Ifto  oonform  to  such  rules  and  regulations. 

8X0.  9.  And  be  it  further  enact^^  That  be  appointed 

^^nageii  of  the  said  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  hold  their  offices  as  ia 
"•^■^nbefore  provided. 


^BOOBEDIKGS  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

House  op  Representatives,  January  2, 1844. 

^At.  J.  Q.  Adams  moved  the  following  resolution  which 
"^aa  read,  and  the  rule  requiring  the  same  to  lie  upon  the 
^Me  one  day  being  dispensed  with,  it  was  considered  and 
^eed  to,  viz : 

-'iesofoerf,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bo  directed  to  report  to  this 
B^Hue  the  present  state  and  condition  of  the  funds  bequeathea  by  James 
pmiUuon  to  the  United  States,  for  the  establishment  at  the  city  of  Wash* 
Huston  of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
^^A;  with  a  statement  of  what  payments  of  interest  have  been  received, 
^  what  if  any,  have  been  refusea  or  withheld  on  the  State  stocks  in  which 
^  uid  funds  were  invested  ;  the  amount  of  interest  so  withheld  or  refused 
^  be  paid  ;  and  what  measures  have  been  taken  by  the  Secretary  to  recover 
^  Mme ;  also  by  whose  agency  the  said  investments  were  made ;  with 
^iei  of  any  correspondence  of  the  Treasury  Department  with  such  agenta 
xeistiDg  thereto. 

House  of  Representatives,  February  2,  1844. 

Mr.  Williams  presented  a  petition  of  Horatio  C.  Merriam^ 
of  Massachusetts,  that  a  portion  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest 
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be  applied  to  promote  agricultural  Education,  that  science 
being  heretofore  neglected  in  the  eyetems  of  education  of  this 
country ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agricul- 
ture. 

House  op  Representatives,  February  19, 1844. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  com- 
munication, viz : 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
8d  of  January  last,  transmitting  statements  showing  the 

5 resent  state  and  condition  of  the  funds  bequeathed  by 
ames  Smithson  to  tiie  United  States ;  the  payments  of  in- 
terest that  have  been  received,  and  what  have  been  refused 
or  withheld  on  the  State  stocks  in  which  the  said  funds 
were  invested,  and  the  amount  of  interest  so  withheld ;  and 
stating  what  measures  had  been  taken  to  recover  the  in- 
terest withheld ;  also,  accompanied  with  copies  of  the  cor- 
respondence in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  State  stocks  for 
the  fund :  which  letter  and  accompanying  documents  were, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  nine  members. 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Chappell, 
Mr.  French,  Mr.  Lucas,  Mr.  Brengle,*  Mr.  Tost,  Mr.  E.  D. 
Potter,  and  Mr.  Wethered,*  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  following  is  the  letter : 

Treasury  Department,  Febmary  17, 1844. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  3d  of  January  last,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  the  accompanyinor  statements  A,  B,  C,  showing 
"  the  present  state  ana  condition  of  the  funds  bequeathed 
by  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men ;  the  payments  of  interest  that  have 
been  received,  and  what  have  been  refused,  or  withheld,  on 
the  State  stocks  in  which  the  said  funds  were  invested,  and 
the  amount  of  interest  so  withheld." 

I  have  the  honor  further  to  report,  in  compliance  with 
the  resolution,  that  the  only  measures  taken  to  recover  the 
interest  so  withheld  were,  by  retaining  in  the  Treasury  the 
amounts  stated  in  statement  C,  under  the  provisions  of  the 


♦This  committee,   though   ordered,   was  not  actually  appointed    until 
Messrs.  Brenglc  and  Wethered  took  their  seats. 
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fourth  section  of  the  act  of  4th  September,  1841;  th^re 
b^inff  no  other  means  by  which  the  department  could  com- 
pel the  payment  of  interest  then  in  arrear. 

The  resolution  also  requires  to  be  reported  "  by  whose 
^ency  the  said  investments  were  made,  with  copies  of  anv 
^despondence  of  the  Treasury  Department  with  such 
^ni8  relating  thereto." 

In  reply  to  this,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  it  does  not 
&PI>ear  that  anv  agent  was  ever  appointed  to  make  these  in- 
veatments.  The  correspondence  m  relation  to  the  purchase 
of  8tate  stocks,  for  the  fund,  appears  to  have  been  princi- 
pally with  stock-brokers ;  and  copies  are  annexed,  marked 
firom  D  No.  1,  to  D  No.  68. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  C.  Spbnceb, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  J.  W.  JoHES, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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C0N6RBS6I0NAL   PROCEEDINGS. 


B. — Staiement  exkUMna  the  amount  and  deseription  of  the  State 
by  the  Seeretiry  of  the  Treasury,  in  trusty  for  the  benefit  of  the 
to  the  SUt  December,  1843. 


• 

Period    from 

Date  of 
purchase. 

Amount  and  dcBcription  of 
bonde  and  stocks. 

which  inter- 
est commen- 

December 

ces. 

81,  183a 

Sept.    4,1888 

$500,000  00  Arkansas    6    per 

cent,  bonds 

Sept 

5,1888 

$9,619  67 

KoY.  28,  1888 

8,000  00  Michigan    6    per 

cent  bonds 

May 

1,1888 

820  00 

Beo.   29,1888 

10,000  00  Arkansas    6    per 

cent,  bonds 

18,000  00  Arkansas    6    per 

Jan. 

1,  1889 

July     6,  1889 

cent,  bonds 

26,000  00  Illinois  6  per  cent. 

July 

1,  1889 

Feb.     8,  1840 

bonds 

Jan. 

1,  1840 

Sept.  21,  1840 

15,000  00  Arkansas    6    per 

cent,  bonds 

July 

1,  1840 

Dec.     8,  1840 

6,000  00  Illinois  6  per  cent. 

bonds 

do. 

Feb.     1,  1841 

24,000  00  Illinois  6  per  cent. 

bonds ««— — 

Jan. 

1,  1841 

Aog.    7,  1841 

18,000  00  Ohio  6  per  cent 

canal  stock 

July 

1,  1841 

Aug.  10,  1841 

5,000  00  Ohio  6  per  cent, 
canal  stock 

do. 

Sept.  27, 1841 

1,291  86  United  States  5^ 

per  cent,  stock.. 

Sept 

18,  1841 

Aug.  27,  1842 

540  00  United    States    6 

per  cent.  8tock__ 

Jan. 

8,  1842 

Do. 

17  76  United    States    6 

per  cent,  stock-. 
540  00  United    States    6 

Jan. 

26,  1842 

Do. 

per  cent,  stock— 

July 

7,  1842 

Do. 

88  04  United    SUtes    6 

per  cent,  stock _. 

Aug. 

15,  1842 

Dec.    29,  1842 

480  00  United    States    6 

per  cent,  stock.. 

Nov. 

26,  1842 

Do. 

7,842  79  United    States    6 

per  cent,  stock.. 
118  05  United    States    6 

Dec. 

18,  1842 

Mar.  81,  1848 

per  cent,  stock— 

Jan. 

3,  1843 

Do. 

540  00  United    States    6 

per  cent,  stock.. 
4,281  85  United    States    5 

Jan. 

4,  1843 

Jan.    12,1844 

per  c*»nt.  Btock_. 

Jan. 

1,  1844 

$685,684  85 

$9,989  57 
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iofuby  and  iioeka  of  the  United  Stales  and  State  of  Ohio,  purchased 
Smitheonian  ImtiMian,  with  the  interest  which  has  accrued  thereon 


Period  to  which  IntereBt  has  become  duo. 


December 
81,  1889. 


$80,000  00 
480  00 
600  00 
890  00 


December 
81,  1840. 


December 
81,  1841. 


December 
81,  1842. 


$80,000  00|$80,000  00|$80 
480  001        480  00 


600  00 
780  00 
1,660  00 
460  00 
180  00 


600  00 
780  00 

1,660  00 
900  00 
860  00 

1,440  00 

890  00 

160  00 

20  28 


$31,470   00  $84,060  00 


$86,680  28 


December 
31,  1848. 


Total  amount  uf 
interest  accrued 
to  December  81, 
1848. 


,000  00 

480  00 

600  00 

780  00 

1,660  00 

900  00 

860  00 

1,440  00 

780  00 

800  00 

71  04 

32  81 

96 

16  76 

87 

2  80 

24  84 


$37,848  67 


$80,000  00 
480  00 
600  00 
780  00 
1,660  00 
900  00 
860  00 
1,440  00 
780  00 
800  00 
71  04 
32  40 

1  08 
82  40 

2  28 
28  80 

496  06 

6  76 

82  18 


$87,901  98 


$169,619  67 

2,720  00 

8,000  00 

8,610  00 

6,240  00 

8,160  00 

1,260  00 

4,320  00 

1,960  00 

760  00 

162  86 

64  71 

2  04 
48  16 

3  16 
81  60 

619  89 

6  76 

32  18 


$187,890  40 
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D  1. 

Trsasxtbt  DepartmenTi  July  14, 1888. 

^IB :  The  public  service  at  the  west  will  probably  require,  in  the  course 

^  m  few  weeKS,  considerable  sums  of  money  for  disbursements  on  account 

^  the  army  and  Indian  department.    Should  your  bank  find  it  convenient 

^  loeet  drafts  for  any  part  of  the  balance  due  from  you  to  the  United  States, 

^yable  at  its  counter,  I  will  cheerfully  direct  the  Treasurer  to  place  such 

^■^  upon  you  for  such  amounts,  as  you  shall  advise  me  immediately  will 

^  paid  by  your  bank.     They  will  probably  be  required  in  specie.    The 

J^  paid  will  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  your  bank,  and  stop  interest  from 

Uie  date  of  payment.    Should  your  bank  have  at  command  State  stocks, 

^Mch  it  wishes  to  dispose  of  in  discharge  of  its  proportion  of  the  two  last 

'^^'talUnents  of  the  bonds  of  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana  to  the  United  States, 

JJ^d  will  describe  their  character,  and  the  lowest  price  at  which  they  will 

^  sold  upon  payment  in  the  mode  mentioned,  this  department,  having 

^dB  to  invest  in  State  stocks,  will  be  glad  to  receive  a  proposition  on  the 

^^ect  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

^heae  suggestions  are  made  under  the  belief  that  some  benefit  may  result 
*^  *U  parties  by  such  arrangement. 

I  am,  &c.,  L.  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

^KBIDZRT  or  THE  BRANCH  OF  THE  STATE  BaNK  OF  INDIANA,  Modison. 

■p/^  sfmilar  letter  was  addressed  to  President  of  the  Bank  of  Michigan ; 

'^'^^^entof  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Mississippi ;  President  of  the  Branch 

^  the   Bank  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  at  Mobile ;  President  of  the  Agri- 

Sr^?'^^  Bank  of  Mississippi ;  President  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' 

of  Michigan ;  President  of  the  Branch  of  State  Bank  of  Indiana,  at 

iceburg ;  President  of  the  Branch  of  State  Bank  of  Indiana,  at  New 

D  2. 

"^jT**^  ^f  *  letter  irmm  the  Preeident  of  the  Branch  Bankj  Madison^  In^ 
^^<*9aa,  dated  Washington^  August  8,  1888,  in  reply  to  the  letter  frwn  the 
«^7>€Br6ii«n^,  dated  July  14,  1888. 

^  ^lie  Branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana,  at  Madison,  will  furnish  your 
^^P^T'lment  with  Indiana  5  per  cent,  internal  improvement  bonds,  princi- 
pal and  interest  payable  in  I^ew  York,  to  the  full  amount  of  the  debt  that 
'^^^  owes  your  department,  at  par. 
HoTi,  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


D  3. 

AORICT7LTURAL  Bank,  Natchez,  July  26,  1888. 

8ra :  Your  favor  of  the  14th  instant,  addressed  to  the  president  of  this 

haiik,  his  been  received.    After  thanking  you  for  the  suggestions  it  con- 

^^ns,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  our  agent  in  the  north,  Alvarez  Fish,  Esq,, 

wmerly  our  president,  is  instructed  to  open  a  negotiation  for  the  purchase 

^  W)0,000  of  the  bonds  of  this  State,  now  being  ofiered  in  the  northern 

^Mrket,  provided  he  can  dispose  of  them  to  the  Government  in  liquidation 

y  the  balance  due  the  Treasury,  and  to  correspond  with  you  upon  the  sub- 

jj^    Our  directory  feel  somewhat  sanguine  of  the  success  of  these  nogo- 

wttoDS,  which  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  our  making  arrangements  to 

iMsl  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  here,  and  will  be  a  more  convenient  mode 

^  ptfinent  for  us. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Q  A.  P.  Merrill,  Cashier, 

mm.  Ian  Woodbttrt,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


8  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

D  4. 

♦  Notice. 

The  money  bequeathed  by  the  late  James  Smithson,  Esq.,  of  London,  for 
rounding  an  institute  in  the  city  of  WasbingtoUi  amounting  to  about  half  a 
million  of  dollarsi  will,  it  is  expected,  bo  received  during  the  present  month. 
By  an  act  passed  July  7,  1888,  the  undersigned  is  directed  to  invest  th^- 
same  **  in  stocks  of  States,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  five 
per  cent,  per  annum.''  Ho  is  now  prepared  to  receive  proposals  from  per- 
sons who  nave  stocks  of  this  description  to  dispose  of. 

Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Trkaburt  Department,  August  6,  1888. 


D  5. 

New  Tork,  Augwi  8,  1888. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  discover,  by  an  oflScial  notice  from  the  Treasury  Depart* 
ment  of  the  6th  instant,  that  you  are  directed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed 
July  7,  1888,  to  invest  the  money  bequeathed  by  the  late  James  Smithson, 
of  London,  for  founding  an  institute  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  stocka 
of  States  bearing  interest  at  tbo  rate  of  not  less  than  five  per  cent,  per 
annum ;  and  that  you  are  now  prepared  to  receive  proposals  from  persons 
having  stocks  of  this  description  to  dispose  of. 

We  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you  that,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  tho  Leg- 
islature of  the  State  of  Mississippi  incorporating  the  "  Mississippi  Union 
Bank,"  we  are  charged  with  tho  disposal  of  five  millions  of  the  bonds  of 
the  State,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  pay* 
able  in  twelve  and  twenty  years,  and  at  such  place  or  places  as  we  maj 
designate.  And  we  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
a  proposition  for  the  sale  of  an  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
of  those  bonds — payable  at  any  place  in  the  United  States  or  in  England 
you  may  designate,  and  extinguishable  in  twelve  or  twenty  years. 

We  shall  await  in  this  city  your  answer  to  this  communication. 

With  considerations  of  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Edward  O.  Wilkinson. 


J.  WiLKTNS. 


Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 


D  6. 

New  York,  Augu9t  8,  1888. 

Sir  :  Noticing  the  advertisement  of  the  6th  instant  for  offers  of  State 
stocks  for  the  investment  of  money  bequeathed  by  the  late  James  Smithson, 
we  beg  leave  to  offer  sixty  thousand  dollars  Indiana  five  per  cent.  State 
stock,  with  the  privilege,  on  receipt  of  the  Secretary's  reply,  of  making  the 
amount  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  par.  The  stock  to  be  delivered, 
at  our  option,  on  or  before  the  Ist  November  next. 
Respectfully  your  obedient  servants, 

OODXN,  FxBQuaov  A  Oo. 
Hon.  LxYi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  WaMingtam^. 


D  7. 
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aaanallr,  at  bqj  poiiit  in  tho  Uoitod  States  you  ma;  deairo,  and  gaarantecd 
by  the  Planters'  Bunk  of  Tonne»seo. 

Tbav  are  the  same  wbich  I  bad  tbe  honor,  bjr  letter,  eume  tiniB  sinco, 
from  HaahTille,  tu  propose  to  sell  you  ;  and  again,  recently,  in  person  at 
WaibingtOQ. 

I  am  desirous  of  obtaining  par  for  tbam,  if  poesible,  as  tboy  cost  that ; 
but  barinB  determined  to  resume  Bpecie  pnyments  shortly,  and  being  very 
dealroui  of  liquidating  tbe  debt  due  to  the  Oovernment,  renders  it  neees- 
ary  to  dispose  of  thorn,  even  if  wo  have  to  submit  to  a  Iom.  I  therefore 
propose  to  aell  you  the  above  bonds  at  9dJ^, 

I  aball  esteem  it  a  great  favor  if  you  will  inform  me  (directed  to  this 
«ity)  when  your  decision  will  bo  made  known.  My  object  in  making  the 
reqnest  is,  that  I  am  desirous  of  returning  to  Tennessee  as  soon  as  possiblo, 
Mtd  this  is  the  only  business  that  detains  me.  If  you  could,  consistently, 
take  iheao  bonds  from  me  immediately,  at  a  price  that  would  be  satisfactory 
to  yoD,  it  would  do  mc  a  great  favor,  and  I  would  bring  them  to  you  imme- 
aiateiy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Watson,  Preeidml  of  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Tinnetaee. 

Hon,  Lkti  WooDBirar, 

D  8. 

Mbw  Yokk,  Auguit  8,  18S8. 
9iii:  We  will  sell  any  part  of  $200,000  Hichigan  six  par  cent,  stock,  in- 
4,>arMt  and  principal  payable  here,  at  par.     The  interest  since  the  1st  of  July 
C4>  be  included.    This  stoch  has  about  twenty  years  to  run,  and  is  in  bonds 
.01^  11,000  each. 

Your  obedient  servants,  JonN  Ward  &  Co, 

Bon.  Levi  Woodduby,  Seerctary  of  iht  Treamr<i. 


pETBRauL-HO  R.  R,  Cu.  OtriCE,  Auguit  H,  IS38. 
Si»:  I  have  observed  in  the  "  Globe  "  of  the  6tb  ioBtanl,  your  notice  of 
y*»t  date,  relating  to  an  investment  "  of  the  money  bequeathed  by  the  lal« 
■'■■'»««  gmilbson,  Esq.,  of  London,  in  State  stocks,  bearing  interest  at  the 
*"***  of  not  less  than  five  par  cent,  per  annum." 

y^^  '^*eg  leave  to  state  that  the  Petersburg  Railroad  Company,  which  I  rep- 
i?**«at.  holds  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollar.!  ($160,000)  of  stock  of 
j~*  ^State  of  Virginia,  which  bears  an  interest  of  llvo  per  cant,  per  annum, 
^|^^^*a-fcle  semi-annually,  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  and  isiuod  under  tba 


»tt,^ 


ak  they  are  willing  to  sell,  and  for  which  they  will  take  par. 
^M  we  are  anxious  to  dixposo  of  this  stock  soon,  either  in  this  country  o 
^^irope,  your  early  decision  will  oblige  us. 

With  great  respect,  sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

'  *^a,  Levi  Woopbdrv,  Sferetary  of  ihf  Treatury. 


D  10. 
Bank  o 


Viw 


L,  Augwift^,  1838. 

^^*K»;  Olaorving  your  "notice"  in  the  Olobo,  inviting  proposals  from 
*^p<»ns  who  have  State  stocks  to  dispose  of,  I  now  offer  you  one  hundred 
_**-  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  alock  of  tbe  Commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
'*-*^  ng  six  per  cent,  interest,  payable  at  the  treasury  of  Virginia  seml- 
*  •*  •»«%,  (Isl  July  and  Jnouoiy.)  in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  Tbe  stock 
*^    "t-wenty  years  to  run  from  the 


n  from  the  2Sd  February  last. 


II  take  $105  for 
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•rery  hundred  dollars  of  stock ;  the  interest  accruing  from  the  Ist  of  Jah 
to  tiie  date  of  transfSer  to  be  allowed  bv  the  purchaser. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfyilly, 

JOHV  BsOOKBNBSOnaH. 

Hon.  Lbyi  Woodbubt. 


D  11. 

New  Yobk,  August  8,  188S. 

Deab  Sib  :  We  noticed  your  request  for  the  propr>8al  of  sale  of 
stocks,  bearing  5  per  cent,  interest.    We  renew  our  oner  to  sell  $106,000  o 
Louisiana  State  oonds,  interest  payable  semi-annually,  Ist  January  and^ 
July,  at  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York.    These  bonds  are  in  LondoiL. 
We  will  sell  them  at  $98  for  $100,  you  to  allow  the  interest  that  may  accrue 
on  the  day  of  delivery.    They  will  be  received  here  in  60  days. 

We  wish  to  be  favored  with  an  answer,  that  wo  may  write  to  London  h^ 
the  steamer  Great  Western.  You  have  been  furnished  by  us  with  the  law  ^ 
Ac.,  &c. 

Very  respectfully,  S.  &  M.  Allxn. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  12. 

Second  Auditob'8  Office,  Richmoxh),  August  9, 1888. 

Sib  :  The  attention  of  the  board  of  public  works  of  Yirginia  haying 
been  attracted  to  your  notice  respecting  the  investment  of  the  money  r^-' 
ceivod  for  the  Smithsonian  loe;acy,  inserted  in  to-day's  papers  of  this  citjr 
I  have  been  instructed  to  make  the  following  proposals  in  their  behalf: 

1.  They  will  give  five  per  cent,  stock  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginiap. 
at  par,  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  legacy,  provided  it  does  not  much  ezoeei 
half  a  million  of  dollars ;  or, 

2.  They  will  give  for  part  of  said  legacy,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  ($250,000)  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars 
in  stock  for  one  hundred  and  five  dollars  in  money. 

The  interest  on  the  stock  will  bo  paid  semi-annually  at  the  treaaury  of' 
the  Commonwealth.    It  is  irredeemable  for  twenty  years,  and  redeemable 
afterwards  at  the  pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly ;  and  the  pledgea  and 
securities  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  ultimate  reaemption  o^ 
the  principal,  are  of  the  most  ample  character. 

Should  you  desire  more  specific  information,  it  will  be  promptly  fitr— 
nished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Hrowk,  Jr.,  Second  Auditor. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt,  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury. 

D  18. 

PoBTBMOUTH,  Ya.,  August  9,  1888. 

Sib  :  I  have  at  my  disposal  seventy-three  thousand  dollars  of  five  per^ 
cent.  Virginia  State  stock,  irredeemable  for  twenty  years  from  the  18U^ 
June,  1888,  and  afterwards  to  be  redeemed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Virginia.  The  interest  payable  at  the  treasury  of  the  Stata^^ 
on  the  1st  January  and  July  in  each  year.  I  offer  it  (or  any  portion  of  it^- 
to  you  at  par.     An  early  answer  is  desired. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  Wm.  H.  Wilsov. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  14. 

Fabmebs'  Bank  of  Viboinia,  Richmond,  August  9, 1888. 
Sib  :  I  observe  by  your  public  notice  that  you  are  prepared  to  reccii « 


«>(-incipal  T 
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proposals,  aoder  tho  act  of  tha  7th  July,  aulhorieing  the  invBilmeat  of  the 
xsono;  b«4)ueath^  by  James  Smitbeon,  Eeq.,  "  in  sLocEifl  of  tbe  States  bear- 
x>K  K°  inicreet  at  the  rate  of  not  laFi  than  five  per  cent,  per  annum. " 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  propose  to  your  acceptance,  under  the  act,  one  bun- 
Ired  and  fifty  tbouaand  dollars  of  tbe  Block  of  tbe  CommoDwepltb  of  Tir- 
'iniia,  bearing  an  intareit  of  five  per  cent.,  payable  aemi-annually,  and  tha 
~""^     ,1  redeemable  at  the  end  of  twenty  year*  from  the  18tb  Jnna  last. 

Should  the  number  of  propo^aU,  or  other  reasons,  lead  you  to  decline 
faking  the  whole  of  the  stock,  then  such  portion  of  it  as  you  maybe  willing 
(,o  take  is  ofiured  to  your  acceptance. 

Begging  to  bo  apprised  of  your  decision,  I  bavB  the  honor  to  be  your 
4>l>edient  Berranl,  &c.,  Wu.  H.  Macpi.blakd,  President. 

Hon.  Lbti  Wdodbubt,  Seerelary  of  the  Treaavry. 


Kbw  York,  August  9,  183S. 


Oia  matter  will  bo  open  for  negftiation,  or  whether  you  will  accept  tbe  best 
ofler  made  under  seal.  We  hold  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars 
ftve  per  cent,  stock  of  a  northern  Stale,  which  we  would  like  to  propose  or 
■■•■gtitiatB  for ;  or,  if  within  the  limiM  of  tho  law  directing  the  disposal  of 
tl>e  fund,  we  would  pay  Interest  for  tbe  money,  and  give  the  stock  as  col- 
la  ler&l. 

Ir  your  time  will  permit,  wo  shall  feel  obliged  by  an  explanation  on  these 
poiota  ;  and  will  become  applicants  for  ono  bundrml  and  seventy  thousand 
^^Haraof  the  fund,  in  tbe  way  we  tblnk  will  be  most  latisfactory  to  tbe 

Bespectfully,  your  nbedient  servanta,  Pabee»  &  Co. 

Sod.  Lrvi  Woodbdbt,  Washington,  D.  C. 

D  16. 

Alsant,  AuffusI  9,  1B3S. 
^Si:^  :  I  „i[]  let  you  have  588,000  New  York  State  five  per  cent,  stock, 
^«e«xnable  in  185S,  at  two  per  cent,  prumium,  and  interest  from  the  last 
?^^^nd— say  Isl  July.     The  last  five  per  cent,  stock  issued  by  this  St*le 
1^*?  "Old  at  public  auction,  in  tbe  city  of  New  York,  about  forty  days  since, 
IT^  '^fae  highest  price  bid  was  one  per  cent,  and  ^.     Since  whivh,  I  have 
'«   i  n  New  York  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  same  stock  ofifered  to  you  at 
^  f*^f  cent,  advance,  being  precisely  what  I  offer  it  to  you  for. 
*■ '  low  me  to  request  an  early  answer,  as  I  am  unwilling,  by  locking  up 
^.**<Dck,  lo  forego  the  chance  of  doing  as  well,  or  hotter,  should  an  oppor- 
'•■y  present. 

I  have  tbe  honor  lo  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  TnoH.   W.  OI.COTT. 

^**«J.  Lbti  Woodbubt,  Secretary  o/  the  Treatury. 

D  17. 

AuoubtO.  1888. 
1^^.*^  :  In  tbe  Wasbington  Qlobe,  of  date  Oth  instant,  I  nolicc  an  official 
i^^*'«.Uon  to  the  holders  of  Stale  stock  to  make  an  offer  of  sale,  for  the  in- 
^^"y^cot  of  the  funds  obtained  under  the  SmithaoDlao  bequest,  1  have  una 
•^.^*^*'«d  thousand  dollars  of  Indiana  internal  improvement  Slato  stock, 
(a?****lelwenty.five  years  from  Isl  July,  1838,  bearing  an  interest  of  Ato 
H^    *  w"^"'"  puj'^ble  semi-annually  in  the  city  of  New  York  ;    which  I  offer 


1 


t.h, 


■«  Dcpartm 


j;  of  th(!  principal.     Yoor 
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replj,  ibouM  the  offer  be  accepted,  Hddreued  to  No.  16  WbII  ttreet,  N.  T., 
yriW  ba  promptly  attended  to. 

Should  roferencea  be  required,  I  am  peraonall  j  known  to  the  Freeideut. 
Your  obedient  Mrrant,  SiuBotr  B.  Jkwitt. 

Hon.  Lbti  Woobbubt,  Seeretary  of  the  Trtamry. 

D  IS. 

LODiBTiLLE,  A\igust  IS,  18S8. 

SiK :  I  bave  this  moment  Been,  over  your  official  signature,  a  noUca  to 
tbe  putilic,  stating  that  you  are  ready  to  receive  propositions  relative  to  tb* 
jnveatmenl,  in  State  stocks,  of  the  fund  (eay  half  a  million)  bequeathed  1^ 
James  Smitbton,  'Eat^.,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  an  inetitute  in  the  city 
of  Washington ;  which  fund  you  are  authorized  to  dispose  of  in  tbia  way, 
by  act  of  July  7,  I8S8. 

Application  is  hereby  made,  in  behalf  of  tho  Uisgissippi  TJnioa  Bank,  for 
a  loan  or  purchase  of  the  whole  amount  of  this  fund  wnen  in  your  band! 
for  disposal.  Tbe  bank  offers,  as  security  or  equivalent,  tba  bonds  of  tbe 
State  of  Mississippi,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  anniun; 
intercet  and  principal  made  payable  at  such  places  as  may  suit  tho  oonve- 
□ience  of  the  purchaser ;  wbicn  bonds  ehe  holds  to  tbe  amount  of  $16,000,- 
000,  with  ample  power  to  negotiate  and  sell  tbe  same,  as  prescribed  in  the 
first  section  of  the  original  act  incorporating  said  institution,  by  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  themselves,  or,  as  expressed  in  the  9th  section  of  the  sup- 
ptemontal  act  thereto  appended,  by  the  agency  of  commissioners  appointed 
for  that  purpose. 

For  the  nature  of  the  security,  the  general  terms  of  the  n^otiation,  the 
form  and  condition  of  the  bond&,  Ac.,  Ac,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to 
tho  4th,  5tb,  Gth,  Tth,  8th,  and  9th  sections  of  tho  original  act  above  re- 
fbrred  to,  a  copy  of  which,  with  the  supplement,  is  herewith  transmitted 
for  your  inspection. 

This  lettor  is  not  official  from  the  bank,  as  tho  board  of  directors  bave 
not  been  in  session  since  the  publication  of  your  notice,  and  consequently 
could  have  no  acUon  upou  tho  subject.  It  will  be  recognized,  however,  as 
such,  by  tho  board,  at  tbeir  first  regular  meeting,  (the  10th  of  Septomber 
noit,)  when  a  copy  of  it  will  bo  laid  before  thom. 

For  any  information  which  may  be  required,  should  there  be  a  pri^pect 
of  effecting  tbis  negotiation,  plcaio  address  president  and  directors,  or  Hon. 
H.  O.  Runnels,  president  of  tho  Mississippi  Union  Bank,  at  Jackson,  Mis- 
sissippi ;  and,  if  necessary,  an  agent  will  be  immediately  appointed  by  tbe 
bank,  wbo  will  see  you,  in  person,  on  the  subject  of  the  negotiation,  at 
Wusbington.  The  acknowledgment  of  tho  receipt  of  this  communication, 
directed  as  abovo,  so  as  to  meet  the  board  of  directors  of  tho  bank  by  the 
10th  of  September  neit,  will  confer  a  favor  on  them,  and  oblige, 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JonN  J.  McRae, 
Member  of  Board  of  Directors  of  Mississippi  Vnion  BohJi. 

To  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  TrensKry. 

D  10. 
Ea^teks-  IU\k,  OANuiiit,  Maink,  August  18,  1 

Dear  Sik  ;   I  have  noticed  u  parugrapii  in  tho  public  papers  of  t 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  where,  (  -«.-->._  . 

act  of  Congreaa  direoting  the  Secretary  nf  tfao  T 

"  in  stocks  of  SrATSg,  bearing  interest  n'  ''" 

cent,  per  annum,"  it  is  slated  that  you  are  :         ^    ,. .   ^ 

from  persons  who  have  siook^  ot  tuii  doscription  to  jnpon  of. 

I  am  directod  to  My  to  yoa  tbttt  Ibia  bMik  hw  ■  Jfiiii**  Stat*  « 
agrofftbly  tolnw,  ^■*"'   **--'■  —  -■—   —--«-- »  *.  .^ 
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Sra  yean  from  date,  with  interest  annuallf ,  at  tho  rate  of  6  pur  ceElum ; 
vhicb  we  offer  for  your  cooBidoratioQ. 

Very  respectfully,  jour  obedient  servant, 

W.  a.  HttLs,  OiahUr, 
Hon-  Lkvi  Woodbcbt,  Secretary  of  the  Trtamry. 

D  20. 
Sastbon  Railroad  OFricE,  Boston,  Augmt  14,  1838. 
Bib  :  I  notice  four  advertisement  of  tbci  Sib  instant  for  proposaU  for  the 
parcbmse  of  State  atocka,  and  beg;  leave  to  ofler  jou  {100,000  of  Massncbu- 
■rlt!  Stale  tcrip,  payable  twenty  years  from  let  Soptcmbor  noit,  bearing 
iolero^t  at  the  rut*  of  6  per  cent.,  payable  Bomi-annually. 

Wo  urejuat  advised  or  a  large  sate  of  tbe  Bcrip  of  thiG  Stale  in  London, 
It  a  premium  of  4  per  cent.;  at  wbicb  rale  1  am  authorized  to  sell  thn 
f  1O0.OO0  now  offernd  to  you. 

The  tut  iisue  of  Ecrip  irbich  I  received  for  aamo  amount  of  the  Com- 
nonwmltb,  I  sold  all  at  5  per  cent.     If  the  rate  named  ebould  be  ut  a 
fttUet  premium  tban  you  can  purobaie  at,  I  iball  be  happy  to  receive  an 
oifer.  wnicb  I  will  communicate  to  the  directors  of  tbia  company. 
1  am,  air,  very  rBspcclfully,  yours, 

B.  T.  Rkkd,  Treoimrer. 

JiKCKITART  OV  TBK  TRKABURY. 

D  al. 
Bane  ov  Ksktucky,  Louisville,  Aiyusi  ]4,  1838. 

Sib  :  I  take  tbc  earliest  opportunity  of  acknowledging  tbe  receipt  of 
JW*  of  the  4tb  insUnt. 

KBVing  already  made  such  arrangements  as  «ill  reduce  the  debt  to  you 
from  UiU  inetitution  to  $300,000,  I  am  willing  to  give  that  amount  of  the 
™°ds   held  by  you  at  par.     Should  tbi?  arrangement  aatiafy  you,   pleieo 
»rly  93  possible. 

I'our  obedient  servant,  W.  H.  Popb,  Praidtnt. 

L,  Woodbury,  Secretary  o/  the  Tt-eaxury. 


*dviB«  me  Bi  ei 


State  Bask  or  lsDii.vx,  August  14, 1B38. 
Sr»  -  -g^f  j|)a  purpose  of  a  prompt  adjuitment  of  the  balance  due  to  the 
doited  Statm  on  account  of  public  deposits,  I  take  an  early  occaiion  to 
'^Pl^y  with  the  authority  given  me  by  tho  direclurs  of  tliis  institution  ; 
'™  ^herpfore,  propose  that  such  balance  due  from  thia  institution,  on  ac- 
<^nv  of  public  depositi  to  the  United  States  not  otherwise  arranged  for, 
•ball  be  farthwilh  paid  by  this  institution  in  the  bond.i  of  the  State  of  In- 
,  "•*.  bearing  5  per  centum  Interest,  and  payable,  both  principal  and 
f  s*^"*'  *'  '  ''""''  '"  ^^^  "'*?  "'  ^*"  York— the  principal  at  the  Bipir»lion 
or  8o  yeirs,  and  the  interest  »emi-onnunlly.     This  proposal  is  intended  to 

'^u<)e,  also,  the  future  iDatallmenta  of  our  deposit  debt, 
^*'*  early  answer  is  requested,  and  it  is  trusted  that  this  mode  of  your 
■**tiKing  these   meani,  and  of  adiiistiug   an   unsettled   account,  may   bo 
•W'-a.wed, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Herkill. 
****t».   Lbti  Woodbury,  Seerelary  oj  the  Treatury. 


Wasdisqtok,  Auguti  14,  18SS. 
a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  Smithsonian 
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D  Bute  stock,  I  offer  one  bundr«d  and 


crip,  of  $1,000  each,  beariog  an  interest  of 

a  semi-aDnuBlly,  and  redoemabie  in  twenty  Teara.     Bv 

an  act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  passed  Uit  April,  tba  board  of  pablic 


6  per  centum,  payable  seml-a 


works  era  authorized  to  pay  the  intereat  on  this  loan,  in  specie  or  Ita  equiv- 
alent. A  decision  is  expected  at  an  early  day,  and  any  information  pre- 
Tiouely  desired  will  be  furnished  promptly  by, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  lorvanti 

John  Bkdob, 
PreattUnf  Wineheater  and  Palomac  Railroad  Co.,  JFitiehetier,  Va. 
Hon.  IiKVi  WoosDURT,  Seerglary  of  Vie  Tretaury. 

D  24. 

Niw  ToBK,  Auguii  14,  I8SS. 
Sib  :  In  accordance  with  the  proposal  mado  by  you  for  State  atocka,  va 
offer  you  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  bonds  of  tbe  State  of 
Illinois,  payable  in  1860,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  S  per  cent,  per 
annum,  payable  semi -an  Dually,  in  July  and  January,  at  tbe  bank  of  the 
IJnited  States  in  Fbiladelpbia,  or  at  their  agency  in  New  York,  at  tbe 
option  of  tbe  holder— at  one  hundred  and  four  dollars  for  every  hundred 
dollars  of  stock  ;  tha  interest  which  shall  have  accrued  from  tbe  latof  July 
last  to  t>e  paid  to  us. 


fery  respectfully,  yours,  Netins,  Towmbznd  &  Co. 


y»eare,  V  .  

Hon.  Lbti  Woodbttrt,  Secretary  of  the  Treamry. 


D  26. 

Nkw  Tdbk,  Augtat  15,  1888. 
Dkak  Sib  :  We  have  yours  of  tbe  18th  before  us.    Tbe  stocks  we  hold 

are  the  bonds  of  tha  State  of  Maine,  payuble  in  1848,  bearing  an  interest  of 
6  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  )□  Boston,  annually.  Tbey  are  worth  par 
bare,  for  the  purpose  of  investing  in  banking,  under  tbe  general  Uw  ;  but 
if  we  coutd  have  an  answer  at  once,  we  will  sell  |170,000  at  98J  per  oenl. 
This  is  three  per  ceut.  below  the  market  price  of  the  bonds  of  the  Stat«  of 
Haw  York  and  Pennsylvania,  which  are  only  preferable  to  Maine  as  ^^ 
remittance  to  Europe.  ^* 

The  financial  condition  of  Maine  is  equal  to  any  Slate  in  tba  Union ;  1:^ 
whole  indebtedness  is  but  $664,000,  and  the  banks  are  all  obliged  to  Ic^^ 
tha  State  10  per  cent,  of  tbeir  capital,  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum.     We  e^^  "^ 
not  bold  ourselves  bound  for  any  given  time  to  sell  tne  bonds  at  this  i 
but  wilt  accept  it,  if  not  otherwise  disposed  of,  on  receipt  of  answer, 
know  it  to  be  a  better  investment  than  can  be  made  in  tba  bonds  uf 
State,  especially  such  as  are  indebted  to  such  an  extent  as  to  matc« 
prompt  payment  of  iutarest  and  principal  a  matter  of  some  doubt. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

PaaKn  &^ 

McClintoce  Touno,  Bsq., 

Acting  Seereiary  of  the  Treaiury,  Wcahv^ton. 


Sir  :  On  the  8tb  instant  1 
(160,000  of  Vir^nia  <  un 
friend.  Win.  H,  Haofarland, 
hud  Euhmittod  a  limitar 
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taibBaloclc.     Therefore,  jou  will  serve  both  of  us  by  sccepting  oithor  hi«  or 
taj  propoiitian. 
BeggtDg  3-OQr  ravorabla  conaideration, 

I  reroaJD,  sir,  with  great  reapcct,  jour  humble  sarviiiit, 

OHARLM  p.  OSBOEtHK. 

Hon.  Lkti  Woodbhrt,  Stcreiary  of  /he  TrrnnKry. 


D  27. 

Nkw  Yobk,  Auffuai  IS,  1838. 
Dkar  SiK  :  Wo  hare  the  honor  Ui  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jours  of 
tbo  IRth  instant ;  and,  in  ruplj,  have  to  inform  jou,  that,  owin^  lo  iti  delHT 
■  a  reaching  us,  a  negotiation  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  Mississippi  bon^ 
bad  been  previouslj  set  on  foot. 

"Wa  are,  therefore,  under  the  nivcpsailj  of  asking  permisMon  tn  withdraw 
a>u  r  proposition. 

Verj  respectfully,  your  obedient  serTantM, 

B.  C.  WiLKinsoK, 

J.  G.  WiLKIhB, 

By  K.  C.  WiLKisBON. 
JSIr.  McCliktocx  YotJSO,  Acting  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury. 

D  28. 

Nbw  Yoke,  August  20,  ISSa 
E3IB:  Tile  fund  conimissi oners  of  Indinna  will  ftirniah  Indiana  S  per 
ic^tnl,  bonds  having  24  to  26  years  to  run,  from  Ist  July  last,  interest  paya- 
Ixle  Hmi- annually,  in  New  York,  at  par,  to  the  amount  of  from  one  to  Ave 
la  candied  tboiisand  dollars ;  and  will  rr^eivn  therefor,  either  cash  or  the 
boDdi  of  the  Stale  Bank  of  Indiana. 

I  would  inquire  wbon  I  inity  learn  whether  our  proposition  is  accepted. 
For  tlie  fund  commi^ionera  of  Indiana, 

Isaac  Coe,  Fund  OiittmUtioner. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbubi,  Secretary  of  the  Trtamry. 

D  29. 

l^R  Baick  ng  TBK  State  of  Missouki,  St.  Lodih,  Auguit  28,  18S8. 
.    X^karSir:  I  Imve  lately  soon  your  advertinomeDt  for  proposals  for  the 
'■>v««tn]enl  ot  the  Smithsonian  legacy  in  State  bonds,  ic. 

I  «boutd  be  pleased  to  sell  $114,000  of  Uissouri  Stnte  bonds  at  S)  per 
*"!■'•  interest,  payable  semi-aonually  in  the  city  of  New  York,  ana  the 
^i^ipftl  redeemable  twenty- flvo  years  after  negotiation. 
^%eaa  bonds  have  been  sent  to  London  for  sale,  but  can  bo  withdrawn  at 
™y  lime,  if  not  sold.  I  would,  therefore,  propose  to  sell  them  to  you  at  2 
^^  Cent,  premium,  subject  to  the  sale  in  London.  If  not  sold  upon  the 
1^*^  v-^l  of  the  order  in  London  for  returning  them  to  the  United  Stales, 
i|^  *nle  will  take  ctl^t,  and  the  bonds  be  returned  without  delay,  and  de- 
"^■^•■ftd  lo  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  jour  obedient  servant, 

John  Suith,  President. 
^*>n.  Lbti  WoODBURT,  Secretary  of  the  Treotury,   Waxhinglon  Ciiy. 


1 
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will  sabmit  for  mv  examination  the  law  of  the  State  authorising  the  issao 
of  the  bondf,  and  the  form  of  the  bonds.  If  both  be  satifflactory,  I  am 
willing,  on  the  arrival  of  the  money,  to  take  the  net  amount  (which  will 
not  be  far  from  half  a  million  of  dollars)  at  the  rate  offered  by  you,  as  it  ia 
the  lowest  bid. 
It  is  expected  that  the  money  may  be  by  this  time  in  New  York. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lbti  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury » 
W.  W.  Corcoran,  Esq. 

[Enclosure.] 

This  writing  is  given  to  show  that  the  interest  due  on  the  bonds  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  at  this  date,  bought  by  me  of  Wm.  Corcoran,  Esq.,  be- 
longs to  said  Corcoran  when  the  same  is  paid  to  me. 

Lbvi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Trxabury  Department,  September  4,  1888. 


D  81. 

Baltimore,  August  29,  1888. 

Sir  :  Under  your  notice  of  the  6th  inst.,  we  now  propose  to  furnish  you 

with  the  amount  of  stock  required  for  vesting  the  Smithsonian  bequest 

say  **  about  half  a  million  of  dollars  ** — in  Indiana  State  stock,  at  1  per  cent, 
under  the  par  value,  or  at  the  rate  of  ninety-nine  for  every  one  nundred 
dollars. 

This  stock  bears  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  is  payable 
semi-annually  at  the  Merchants'  Bank  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

If  this  offer  be  accepted,  the  certificates  of  stock,  or  bonds,  which  afe 
now  in  Europe,  will  be  delivered  at  the  earliest  period — say  in  about  fifty 
days,  or  sooner  if  practicable ;  payment  to  be  maoe  us  upon  the  delivery  of 
the  bonds. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servants.  J.  I.  Cohen  &  Brothers. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  U.  S. 


D  82. 


The  Bank  op  the  State  op  Missouri,  St.  Louis,  August  31,  1888. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  28d  inst., 
and  beg  leave  now  to  modify  the  proposition  therein  for  the  sale  to  you  of 
$114,0%  Missouri  State  6}  per  cent,  bonds. 

Instead  of  2  per  cent,  premium,  I  would  agree  to  sell  them  at  par,  paya- 
ble in  the  city  of  New  York,  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  conditions  con- 
tained in  my  letter  above  referred  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Smith,  President. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Th-easury,  Washington  Cift/. 


D   33. 

Smyrna,  September  10,  1888. 
Dear  Sir  :  1  saw  in  th«  Globe  your  advertising  for  stocks  bearing  inter- 
est not  less  than  6  per  cent.     I  have  a  certificate  of  stock  on  the  borough  or 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  for  one  thousand  dollars,  bearing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  5  per  cent.,  which  I  will  sell  you  at  par.     There  cannot  be  any  safer 
investment.     Please  let  me  hear  from  vou. 

Respectfully,  Jno.  S.  Lamrden. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 
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D  84. 

Trxabubt  Dkpabtmbnt,  December  80,  1889. 
8kB :  In  a  few  days  I  expect  to  have  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  invest  in 
State  itooks  on  account  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest.    If  you  have  such, 
that  you  wish  to  dis))ose  of,  be  pleased  to  inform  me  of  the  terms,  Ac. 

I  am,  &c.,  L.  WoODBURT,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  J.  K.  Paulding,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

D  86. 

Tbsasubt  Defabtment,  December  27,  1889. 

Szm :  Barly  next  month  I  shall  have  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  invest  in 
State  stocks,  on  accoant  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest.  Be  pleased  to  inform 
me,  if  you  have  such  for  sale,  the  time  they  have  to  run,  the  interest  they 
bttur,  &e.,  and  the  lowest  terms  you  can  furnish  them. 

I  am,  Ac,  L.  Woodbubt,  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,, 

Charles  J.  Noubsb,  Esq.,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 

rCopies  were  sent  to  Hon.  F.  Thomas,  president  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company ;  to  W.  W.  Corcoran,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  to  J.  D. 
Beers,  Esq.,  New  York  city ;  and  to  Joseph  White,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Mary- 
lend.] 

D  86. 

Navt  Dbfabtment,  December  81,  1889. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
80th  instant. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  I  cannot  ascertain  whether  I  shall  have  anv 
Stale  atocKs  to  dispose  of  until  to>morrow,  when  I  will  communicate  with 
jovL  npon  the  subject. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  K.  Paulding. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


D  87. 

Washington  City,  January  16,  1840. 

DsAB  Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I  have  to  offer  you 
six  per  cent,  stocks  of  the  following  States,  viz :  Michigan,  Arkansas,  and 
Illinois,  at  84}  per  cent.;  also,  five  ner  cent,  stock  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
at  75  per  cent. — the  interest  on  all  the  above  payable  in  New  York  semi- 
annually ;  or  I  will  sell  six  per  cents  at  one  quarter  per  cent,  less  than  any 
offer  you  may  have. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  W.  W.  Corcoban. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  88. 

Washington,  January  6,  1840. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion on  the  subject  of  a  tender  of  State  stocks  to  tno  department ;  and  to 
offer  to  you  the  amount  you  mention  as  ready  for  investment  in  Ohio 
feixes,  redeemable  in  1854,  at  88J — Interest  payable  in  New  York  ;  Illinois 
Canal  sixes,  redeemable  in  1870,  at  75  and  72|. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  Chables  J.  Noubsb. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Januabt  18,  1840. 
DsAB  Sir  :  Since  I  left  you,  a  gentleman  has  handed  me  a  letter,  which 


288  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

requires  that  the  offer  of  Illinois  sizes  should  be  fixed  at  75— the  rate  first 
proposed. 

I  will  call  at  12  o'clock. 

Tours,  &o.y  Charles  J.  Noirsss. 

MoC.  TouMO,  Esq. 

D  89. 

Nkw  York,  January  2,  1840. 

Sir:  I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  27th  ult.  I  have  State  stocks 
which  I. will  offer  you  for  the  investment  you  wish  to  make ;  and  1  write 
to  Mr.  Corcoran  to  hand  in  the  offer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Bskr8. 
Hon.  LxYi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


D  40. 

Trkasurt  Departmxmt,  July  24,  1840. 

GsNTLXMXK :  Coneress  having  adjourned  without  enacting  any  further 
provision  respecting  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  there  being  in  the  treasury 
about  $16,00u  belonging  to  that  fund,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Depart- 
ment to  invest  in  State  stocks, — should  you  have  any  to  dispose  of,  I  will 
thank  you  to  inform  mo  of  the  description  and  lowest  price. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,         - 

LiKVi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Messrs.  Corcoran  &  'Riqqb,— Present, 

[Letters  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  as  above  were  addressed  to  the  fol- 
lowing persons,  viz :  Messrs.  Prime,  Ward  A  King,  of  New  York  ;  J.  D. 
Beers,  Esq.,  of  New  York ;  and  C.  Macalester,  of  Philadelphia.] 

D  41. 

Washikqton  City,  July  28,  1840. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  pleasure  to  offer  you  Illinois  State  6  per  cent,  bonds, 
interest  payable  half-yearly,  in  specie,  in  New  York,  at  79^  per  cent. 
Arkansas  bonds  we  can  sell  lower. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants,  Corcoran  &  Bigos. 

Hon.  Lbyi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

D  42. 

New  York,  July  27, 1840. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  respected  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  wo  beg  to 
state  that  we  will  sell  $15,000  value,  in  Kentucky  bonds  due  in  1868— each 
#1,000 — bearing  interest  from  date  of  sale,  at  6  per  cent.,  payable  half- 
yearly  in  this  city,  and  the  price  to  bo  88  per  cent. ;  or  in  New  York  State 
6  per  cent,  stock,  due  in  1858 — interest  at  6  per  c«nt.  from  16th  ins. — pay- 
able quarterly  in  this  city,  and  the  price  to  bo  93  per  cent. 

But,  in  order  to  make  this  offer  binding  on  our  part,  we  must  ask  the 
favor  of  your  reply  accepting  it  on  or  before  the  1st  or  August  next. 
We  remain,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Primk,  Ward  &  Kikq. 
Hon.  Lrti  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

D  48. 

Washington,  August  10, 1840. 

Simt  I  haTellM honor  to  tendw  $20,000,  IlH&ois  6  per  cent,  bcmds,  fti  81 

Charlbs  J.  NOITBSV. 
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D  44. 
North  Auericah  Tkdbt  aiii>  Bahkihq  Cohfaht, 

No.  47  Wali,  Sthkkt,  Nkw  Youe,  Jufy  28,  IMO. 
8ui :  In  BDBwcr  to  jour  letter  of   the  24th  ioBtBnt,  I  have  to  Et*te  that 
tfai*  iiutiliitioD  will  sell  to  Ibe  Department  a  aufficieot  aniount  of  the  six 
per  cent.  State  itock  of  Arkonrus,  at  the  rnte  of  TO  per  cent.,  to  eoablo  yoti 
to  isvMt  the  (16,000  in  ihc  Trrasur;  belonging  to  the  Smilh^onian  fund. 
I  am,  tir,  »ory  reipeulfully,  yours,  J.  D.  Beers,  Prtsident. 

Hon.  LlTI  WOOOBKRT,  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treaitiiry. 

D  46. 

PHlLADELtHlA,  July   28,  1840. 

Sik:  I  have  the  hoDor  ui  acknowledge  tlic  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
34tb  iiut. ;  in  answer  to  which,  I  have  to  state  that  the  only  Slate  tloek  I 
kaTe  on  haod  are  PeDn»ylTniiia  S  per  cent!,  which  I  hold  at  95,  redeemable 
ID  1865;  and  come  Kentucky  0  per  cenU,  redeemable  in  about  sii  yean, 
bearing  interest  at  Q  per  cent. — principal  and  interest  payable  in  Kentuchy, 
-Which  I  would  Mil  at  87  per  cecit. 

I  baye  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeelfully,  C.  Macalestek. 

Hon.  Levi  WooBUUBr,  Stereiary  of  i/ic  Treasury. 

D  U. 

•  Tbe*»cby  Dkfabtmekt,  January  18,  1841. 

Sib:   Having  about  S20,000  to  invest  for  the  Smitbaoninn  fund,  I  re- 

quert  jou  to  inform   me  if  you  have  any  State  Htooks  to  dispose  of;  the 

amouDt  yod  have  for  sale,  if  lees  than  that ;  the  rate  of  Interest  tbey  bear, 

knd  where  payable ;  the  State  by  which  issued,  and  the  price  you  demand. 

Very  re«|)eetfully,  your  obedient  lervant, 

Levi  Woodbury,  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Oqablu  Macalxstkii,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
Similar  lutli^ri  cent  to   Messi 
Charles  J.  Noursn.  WMhinRton 
Re«I,  Boston. 

D  47. 

New  York,  January  21,  1841. 
S(b:  I  have  duly  received  your  favor  informing  me  that  you  have 
i^t20,000  to  invest  in  Slate  bonds.  I  Ibcreforo  propose  to  supply  you  with 
-^^rkanaas  Htato  bonds,  such  ns  heretofore  »old  you,  at  80  per  cent.  The 
V«U  sale  here  of  Atkan.'iBa  bunds  by  the  Comptroller  of  this  State,  was  on 
'S-])n  !td  iaet.,  at  Tn  and  80.  If  this  \f  the  best  oOer,  I  presume  you  will 
*  •cei  »e  tbem  of  rac.  and  t  will  thank  you  not  In  let  any  know  of  my  offer, 
VAnleu  it  is  accepted. 

I  am,  reapectfully,  your  obedient  rcrvanl,  J.  D.  Bkkrs. 

Hon.  Levi  WoODBUBI,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

D  48.       " 

PtiiLADKLPUiA,  Janaai-y  i'l,  I84I. 
Bim;  I  have  roiir  letter  of  the  18th;  in  answer  to  which  I  hi.ve  the  honor 
'^^  lUte,  that  I  have  for  sale  the  sum  you  require,  of  the  following  stocks : 

Pennsylvania  Stal«flvea,  redeemable  in  18W;  price  |69  for  eaah  |100, 
Tojiable  at  Philadelphia ;  interest  payable  let  of  August. 

ubio  Stale  sizes,  redeemable  in  1860 ;  price  t0T.5O  for  each  (100,  payable 
^U  New  York  ;  interest  payable  January  I  and  July  1. 
IS 


290  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

Kentacky  State  sixes,  redeemable  in  1868 ;  price  $05  for  each  $100,  pay* 
able  at  New  York  ;  interest  payable  January  1  and  July  1. 

Kentucky  State  sixes,  redeemable  in  1846  ;  price  $85  for  each  $100,  pay- 
able at  Frankfort,  Kentucky ;  interest  payable  April  and  October. 
I  nm,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  Macalsstsr. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

P.  S. — The  book  for  the  transfer  of  the  Pennsylvania  loan  being  closed, 
these  loans  are  now  sold  witb  the  interest  due  1st  of  February  off. 


D  49. 


Eastern  Railroad  Office,  Boston,  January  22,  1841. 

Sir  :  Tour  favor  of  the  18th  instant  is  before  me.  I  have  sold  all  the 
Massachusetts  State  stock  which  I  recently  had,  and  closed  it  at  99}. 

But  a  friend  has  of  Massachusetts  State  stock,  payable  in  18  years, 
$20,000,  drawing  interest  at  6}  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually,  which 
I  can  furnish  at  99  per  cent.  ;  and  of  New  York  State  stock,  payable  in 
about  twenty  years,  $20,000,  drawing  interest  at  5}  per  cent,  per  annum, 
payable  quarterly,  at  98 j  per  cent?. 

New  York  city  stock,  payable  in  about  25  years,  drawing  interest  at  ^ 
per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  at  96}  per  cent. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  B.  T.  Rsrd. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  50. 

Wabhinoton  City,  January  80,  1841. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  18th  instant,  we  have  to  offer 
you  six  per  cent,  stocks  of  the  States  of  Illinois  or  Michigan,  interest  pay- 
able half-yearly  in  New  York,  at  eighty  per  cent.,  or  one-half  per  cent 
below  any  offer  you  may  have. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servants,  Corcoran  &  Rioas. 

The  Hon.  I^byi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


D  51. 


Treasury  Department,  January  80,  1841. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  offer  of  the  Illinois  bonds  for  the  Smithsonian  fund 
is  accepted  at  79}.     There  was  an  offer  of  other  stock  at  80. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lkyi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Rioos,  Washington  City. 


D  52. 

Treasury  Department,  July  8, 1841. 

Sir  :  There  is  at  this  time  in  the  Treasury  a  balance  of  $18,271.86,  be- 
longing to  the  Smithsonian  fund,  which  I  am  required  by  law  to  invest  in 
State  stocks. 

If  you  have  Massachusetts,  Ohio,  or  New  York  State  stocks  to  dispose  df, 
I  will  thank  you  to  propose  the  amount  of  either  you  are  willing  to  deliver 
to  this  Department  for  that  balance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TaoM^tt  Rwmtt,  8&trHary  iff  ike  TVeamtrf, 
C  J.  NoUBSBi  Esq.— **- 

[L-*"  H^  to  tbe  M- 


r 
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P 


W.UBiNOT0ir,  Juiy  14,  1841. 
IxB:   1   will  rurnieh  thu  amrual  WBiited  for  the  SmilheoDian  fund  ii 
i  o  Riiei  ftt  SU ;  New  York  flvcia  at  86}. 
The  rate  of  MassacbuaeltA  I  will  cend  ;ou  in  %  tin;  or  two. 

YouM,  respectfully.  Ch*s,  J.  NniTMK. 

Ion.  TnoH.  Ewino. 


I 

I 


D  54. 

Wabbikotoh,  Ju/y  IB,  1841. 
X.   c;4n  furnish  Ohio  «ixe«  for  the  Smithsonian  investnieiit  at  94^,  inetead  of 
*_,   »i  teodoreJ  previously. 
I7ti4>  Ohio  sixes  redeemable  1865, 

Respectfully,  Ghab.  J.  Noubsb. 

EI<3D.  T,  EvriHo. 

D  GG. 

New  Tobx,  July  10.  1B41. 

E>ae&BSilt :  We  are  in  receiptor  your  favor  of  the  8th  instant.    Wo  will 

d«li-v-«r  to  your  order  $19,969.25  Now  York  5 J  per  cent,  slock,  redepmablo 

1 8«1— or  SI9,233.G8  Ohio  six  per  cent,  stock,  redeemable  in  1860— for  tho 

~  SlB,2Tl,8n|  if  apprized  of  your  acceptance  of  the  oSnr  by  Thursday 

■S 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  at 

T.  EwiNO,  Secretary  of  t/i«  IVnMiiry. 


».  TowNHKSD  &  Co. 


,  ^«»:  Tour  favoi 
ea««eiU  five  per  eei 
^^*«  »lock,  five  pei 

**^      One  thousanrf  d 

"***»  mention.    There  ia 


Very  r 


D  63. 

Boston,  July  18,  1341. 

of  the  Bth  U  received.    Wo  can  furnish  you  Massa- 

t.  stock  at  one-haif  per  cent,  advance;   or  Now  York 

cent..  At  85}  per  cent.     Ai  tho  bonds  are  issued  in  mm* 

we  could  not  furnish  the  precise  amount  which 

of  the  Ohio  stock  held  in  our  market. 


spectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  B.  Tbateb  &  Brothir. 
TO,  Stcretary  of  ihe  Treasury,  Washiaglon. 


Nkw  Yobk,  July  16,  1841. 
'S  yt)"  "  moro  favorable 


oj^^fciBSia:  I „  ^ ...  - 

j.^^*-  for  the  118,271.80  belonging  to  tho  Smithsonian  fund,  than  tho 
,,_**  »lready  have;  but  have  concluded  to  offer  you  tlQ,250  Ohio 
*'^fc_interest  from  Ist  of  July  :-•— 

f   ^^<iuld  you  think  propei  " 


draft  for  tl 


>S'er.  and  forward  to  me,  or  to 
•y,  the  stock  cerliflcaie  will  be 
)  you  may  direct. 


** ,  Perkins,  cashi-. 
'■*»«diatBly  issued  thi 

Very  respectfully,  Ac, 

ALrBKDKeLLT,  Commutianer  Oliio  Cansl  Fund. 
^^Ktn.  TnouAS  EwtNO,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington  City. 


OONQBKaiONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 


D  58. 

Wasbinotoh  Oitt,  Julg  17,  1841. 


CoRCOBAN  A  Btooa. 


Sib:  In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  8tb  instant,  we  have  the  plei 
offer  Ohio  six  per  cent,  stock,  to  tbs  eitent  wanted,  at  M  per  cent. 

Heapecmil  1  J,  your  obedient  ser van (4,  " *"  " 

The  Hon.  Tbomab  EiriKo, 

Seeretary  of  the  Treatury,  WatHitigton  City. 

D  69. 
Triasubt  DErABTMRHT,  July  18,  1841. 
Obhtliueh  :  I  have  received  your  lotter  of  the  10th,  with  the  offer  of 
New  York  6^  per  cent,  and  Ohio  6  per  cent,  stock,  on  ftccount  or  the 
Smithsonian  fund.  Havin{f  applied  to  three  or  four  others  for  tenders  of 
atmilar  stocks,  tttmt  whom  it  is  hardly  time  to  expect  replies,  it  will  not  be 
in  my  power  to  determine  upon  your  proposition  hy  the  time  limited  by 
you.  Shall  it  be  regarded  ns  a  suHiating  proposition  until  withdrawn  ;  or, 
after  Thursday,  ahall  I  decide  without  regard  to  your  offer  7  Please  inform 
me  by  return  mail. 

I  am,  Ac.,  T.  Ewiko,  Seeretary  of  the  Treamtry, 

Messrs.  Nbtiss,  Towhsehd  &  Oo.,  Ifev  Fork. 


D  60. 

Nkw  Yore,  Julff  15, 1641. 
Dkab  Sib  :  We  have  your  favor  of  the  18th  instant.    We  will  continiw 
our  offer  until  the  22d  instant;  modifying  it  as  to  the  New  Tork  elock, 
of  which  we  will  furnish  the  exact  sum  of  twenty  thousand  doUara  for  that 
«f  $18,271,86. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Nevins,  Towns  end  &  Co. 
Hon.  T.  EwiNO,  Secretary  of  the  TVeaiury. 

D  61. 
TBEiVSDRT  Dbpartueht,  Juty  8,  1841. 

Oektlbmen  :  There  is  now  in  the  Treasury  a  balance  of  $18,271.86 
belonging  to  the  Smithsonian  fund,  which  I  am  required  by  law  to  invert 
in  Stale  stocks.  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  what  amount  of  MHSsachn- 
setts,  New  Tork,  or  Ohio  State  stock  you  are  willing  to  deliver  to  thu 
department  for  that  balance,  to  be  paid  at  Now  York. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thouas  Ewibo,  Secretary  of  the  Trtasurj. 
Messrs.  Prime,  Ward  &  Kino,  Nea  Fork. 


D  C2. 

New  York,  July  10,  1841^  ^ 

mication  of  the  8th  insUnt,  ws  ba^'"  "-* 
>  stocks  of  the  kind  which  you  designate,  to  olwESl.-^te' 
of  the  Smithsonian  fund.  ^-.sr  i 

ain,  sir,  respectfully  Tours, 


d^ 


ITotk.for  tbe  SmitLtoiitaii  fund,  nt  tbo  rate  of  $100  in  <tock-  for  $91  in 

Tfae  aiDoaal  to  bo  invetUd,  M  njentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  8tb,  m»y  b« 
K3iiiibbed  sbout  tl.OOO  by  tbo  nun-pRymont  of  euma  coupons.    Uf  this  I 
II  be  able  to  inform  jou  in  tbe  course  of  the  dny. 

I  •m,  very  rospectfuIJy,  your  obedient  servant, 

TaouAH  KwiSG,  StcTflaty  of  the  TrtiuiuTy, 
.SCwin.  ConcD&AK  &  Rious. 

House  op  Repkesentatives,  June  7,  1844. 
31t.  Adams  from  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of 
tb.^  Smithsouiau  bequest,  made  a  report  thereon,  a«compa- 
ftx-^d  by  a  bill  (No,  418)  to  provide  for  the  dispoaal  and 
iirfc  ^pagement  of  tbe  fund  bequeathed  by  James  Sniitbsou  to 
ikh^  ^ited  States,  for  tbe  establisbraent  of  an  institution 
ffc>»-  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men : 
wXrkich  bill  was  read  a  first  and  Escond  time,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
TTxiion. 

The  following  is  the  report : 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of 
tl*^  Secretwry  of  the  TreaBury  of  19tb  February  last,  relat- 
in^^  to  the  then  state  and  condition  of  tbe  funds  bequeathed 
by  James  Smitlison  to  the  United  States,  for  tbe  establish- 
n»^nt  of  an  institution  for  the  increasii  and  difliision  of 
k*X)wIedgc  among  men,  have  attended  to  that  duty,  and 
respectfully  submit  to  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  House  a  bill, 
**>  give  immediate  effective  operation  to  the  purposes  of 
tt»-^  testator  in  that  bequest;  and  in  explanation  of  the 
0^<:eaBity  and  object  of  this  bill,  take  leave  to  recall  to  the 
''*'^niory  of  this  House  tbe  material  circumstances  of  the 
f**«ieptance  of  this  bequest,  of  the  reception  of  the  funds 
"^<^ueathed  by  tbe  testotor,  and  of  the  disposition  of  them 
Wtlierto  made  by  Congress,  and  its  present  condition. 

The  existence  of  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson  to  tbe 
P^*»ited  States  of  America  was  communicated  to  Congress 
"^  a  message  from  the  Prenident  of  the  United  States  of 
*^<a  17th  December,  1836;  and  by  an  act  of  Congress,  ap- 
P*'*;»ved  July  1,  1836,  the  bequest  was  accepted,  and  the 
•  ■■^Bident  was  authorized  and  enabled  to  assert  and  proae- 
cate,  with  effect,  the  claim  of  tbe  United  States  to  the 
Property  thereby  bequeathed,  and  then  held  in  trust  by  the 
*»^gli8h  court  of  chancery.  The  third  section  of  this  act  is 
""^    the  following  words ; 

^XC.  S.  And  be  il/urther  enacted.  That  any  and  all  sums  of  money,  and 
°^^^T  funds,  which  shall  bo  received  for  or  on  nccount  of  tbe  laid  legacy, 
™*ll  be  applied,  in  luob  manner  as  Congreaa  may  hereafter  direct,  to  Ins 
l"**'pMe  of  founding  and  ondoveing  at  'Wsdhinglon,  under  the  name  of  Iha 
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Smitbionian  InBtitution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffuaion  of 
knowledge  among  men :  to  which  application  of  the  said  moneySi  and  other 
funds,  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged." 

Under  an  authority  conferred  by  this  act,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  appointed  Richard  Hush  the  agent  to 
recover  the  property  held  in  trust  in  the  English  court  of 
chancery — a  commission  faithfully  and  successfully  exe- 
cuted ;  and  on  the  Istof  September,  1838,  Mr.  Rush  depos- 
ited in  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  at  Philadelphia,  the 
sum,  in  gold,  of  five  hundred  and  eight  thousand  three 
hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and  forty-six  cents ;  which, 
together  with  sundry  articles  of  furniture  and  books,  of 
small  and  indefinite  pecuniary  value,  constituted  the  whole 
of  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States. 

Before  the  time  of  this  deposit  at  the  mint,  the  sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  7, 1838,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  of^ 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
eifflit,  and  for  other  purposes,"  had  disposed  of  the  fund 
follows : 


**  Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  the  money  arising  from 
bequest  of  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  fooik. 
ing  at  Wa$hing;ton,  in  this  District,  an  institution  to  be  denominated  t. 
Smithsonian  Institution,  which  may  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  is  her^^lnr 
appropriated,  and  shall  be  invested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  w  %th 
the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  stocks  of  Sta*^^ 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  five  per  centum  per  annv:&xm 
which  said  stocks  shall  be  held  by  the  said  Secretary  in  trust  for  the  a^*« 
specified  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  said  Smithson,  until  proTisiovmli 
made  by  law  for  carrying  the  pur()Ose  of  said  bequest  into  effect;  and  ^^^t 
the  annual  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  aforesaid  shaU  be  in  like  mflkC*-^^ 
invi'stcd  for  the  benefit  of  said  institution.'' 

Under  the  authority  of  this  provision,  $499,500  of    ^^^ 

money  roooivod  at  the  mint  on  the  1st  of  September,  iSSSf 

>voro,  on  the  4th  of  the  same  month,  invested  in  five  tit».^" 

dnni  bonds  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  of  $1,000  each,  b»^ 

,lDle 


Ootobor,  18()L 

Tudor  the  same  authority,  subsequent  investments 
made  in  bonds,  of  the  same  State  of  Arkansas,  as  folla'^^'^' 

IVo.  S9»  IM8.~$U\000,  in  10  bonds,  pavable  Jan.  1.  1868 $IO,OCK^     2} 

July    i\,  X^'X-^X^aMW  in  IS  K^nds,  |vavable  Jan.  1,  1868 18,0CK>      }S 

Sept  1*U  1840.— $IMW.  in  KS  l-ond*,  payable  Jan.  1,  1868 16,0OO       ^ 

V|HMi  th<(*«<«  Nmd«  there  had  lH*en  paid,  for  intereist,  on  the  81st 

lXvembi«r,  1843 98,691 

And  th<^n^  was  th^n  dui»  for  int«r«st  on  th«  same 75,687 

Whouoo  it  apiH>ars  that  from  and  after  July,  1841,  ^■^ 


n 
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paymeDte  of  interest  on  eaid  Arkansas  bonds  bayo  ceased ; 
and  that  the  amount  due  is  accumulating  at  the  rate  of 
more  than  $32,000  a  year — amounting  at  tuis  day,  to  more 
than  990,000. 

Cn  the  23d  of  Nuvember,  183S,  98,000  wore  invested  in  bonde  uf 
the  Btftte  of  Michigan,  payable  on  the  first  Monday  of  July, 
18&8,  bearing  interest  at  U  per  cent.,  payable  half-yearly  at 

tha  Hanbattao  Bank,  in  iha  city  Of  New  York _         48,000 

Ob  theM  boad«,  thoro  was  due  on  the  Slat  of  Decomber,  1843, 

one  year'*  interest 480 

There  were  invested  in  bonds  of  the  State  of  Illinoia — 
IMO,  Feb.  8.— 18  bonds  of  $1,000  each,  payable  after  the  year 

1860 13,000 

3  bondn  of  (1,000  each,  payable  after  the  IbC 

January,  1873 3,000 

10  bonds   of  (1,000  each,  reimbitreablo   at  the 

Eleaiure  of  the  State  after  the  year  1860 10,000 
anda  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois  of  (1,000  each, 
payable  after  the  1st  of  January,  18T0    |6,000 
IMl,  Feb.  1.— 24  bonds,  payable  after  the  let  of  Janu- 
ary, 1870 -„     24,000 

$30,000 

On  IbcM!  bonds  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  there  was  due  on  the  81st 

of  December,  1843,  one  year's  interoat 8,880 

There  wore  invested  in  the  6  per  cent,  canal  atocka  of  the 
St«t«  of  Ubio— 
1S41,  Attg.    7.— la  bonds  of  $1,000  each,  payable  after  the  Slst 

Decomlier,  1860 — 18,000 

11841,  Aug.  10.— S  bondE  of  $1,000  each,  payable  after  the  Slst 

December,  1860 6,000 

TJpon  these  bonds,  on  the  Slst  December,  1843,  no  inter- 
est was  due. 

The  firet  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  11th  Septem- 
l>er,  1841,  repealed  so  much  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
of  Yth  JqIv,  1838,  as  required  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
"to  iovest  the  annual  interest  accruing  ou  tbe  investment  of 
<he  money  arising  from  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson  in 
'he  Blocks  of  the  States.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ir^was  thenceforth  required,  until  Congress  shall  appro- 
Pt^ate  said  accruing  interest  to  the  purposes  prescribed  by 
'lie  testator,  for  the  increase  and  dift'usion  of  knowledge 
**^OQg  men,  to  invest  said  accruing  interest  in  any  stock  of 
'**«  United  States  bearing  not  less  than  live  per  centum  per 

Btncc  that  time,  the  investments  in  the  stocks  of  the 
United  States  have  been  as  follows  : 

1841,  September  27,  6}  per  cent,  stocks $1,201  89 

18*2,  August        H7,  6         "            "      1,135  80 

1842,  December  29,  8          "            "      8,322  79 

1843,  March         31,  Q          "            "      053  06 

1844,  January      12,5         '■            "      _ 4,28185 

Total- _ (16,684  86 


296  CONQBESSIONAL    PKOCEBDINOS. 

"Which  sum  is  the  whole  amount  of  interest  ree 
the  Treaenry  in  the  apace  of  two  years  and  four 
(from  the  11th  September,  1841,  to  the  12th  Januar 
from  a  fund  which,  in  that  space  of  time,  shou 
yielded  little  less  than  $80,000.  This,  then,  is  the 
condition  of  the  fund. 

There  are  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  6S 
of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Illinois,  Ohio,  and  M 


Michigan.. 


for  $1,000  each,  bearing  on  their  &ce  interest  at  6  { 
a  year,  payable  half-yearly  in  the  city  of  New  Yor 
principal  of  these  bonds  is  payable  at  different  tin 
1850  to  1873 — none  before  the  first  of  those  perio 
none  after,  but  at  the  pleasure  of  the  several  con 
States. 

The  annual  interest  upon  these  bonds  is  $37,200 
payable  in  semi-annual  payments  in  the  city  of  Nev 
but,  with  the  exception  ot  the  bonds  of  the  State  ' 
the  payment  of  interest  on  all  the  rest  is  suspended 
suspension  on  the  bonds  of  the  State  of  Arkat 
already  continued  for  the  space  of  nearly  three  yeai 

The  arrears  of  this  interest  due  on  the  31st  of  De 
1843,  were— 

Of  the  state  of  Arkansas  _ 


Gives  the  amount  in  the  Treasury _.      ( 

on  the  31st  of  December,  1843;  which  sum,  with  tl 
ing  interest  to  the  31st  of  December,  1846,  will 

$800,000.  The  stipuliitcd  period  of  payment  of  th. 
pal  of  all  these  bonds  is  remote — noue  being  payaU 
than  1850;  sorae  of  them  not  before  1670  j  " 
ponable  at  the  pleasure  of  the^ 
payments  of  interi 
nor  interest  ia  ai 
pur[Kx<e  of  tl 
kDOWlfideQ' 
Yet./  '" 
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ihe  bequest,  the  faith  of  the  United  States  was  solemnly 
pledged  that  all  the  sums  of  money  and  other  funds  re- 
teited  for  or  on  account  of  this  legacy,  should  be  applied 
to  the  humane  and  generous  purpose  prescribed  by  the  tes- 
lator. 

For  the  redemption  of  this  pledge,  it  is  indispensably 

necessary  that  the  fund  now  locked  up  in  the  Treasury,  in 

the  bouuB  of  these  States,  and  the  accruing  interest   on 

them,  (the  payment  of  which  is  now  suspended,)  should  be 

made  available  for  the  disposal  of  Consresa  to  execute  the 

sacred  trust  which,  in  the  name  of  the   United  States,  they 

have  asaiimcd.     For  this  purpose,  the  committee  report  a 

bill    appropriating  the  sum  of  $800,000  to  be  invested  in 

certificates  of  stock  of  the  United  States,  bearing  interest 

«t  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  a  year,  payable  half-yearly,  and 

redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  by  the  substitution 

of    other  funds  of  equal  value;   which  sum  of  (5800,000 

shall   constitute   permanent   funds — thus   appropriated,  as 

follows: 

1.  To  replace  the  sum  of  $508,318.46  deposited  in  the 
>nint  of  the  United  States,  in  gold,  on  the  1st  of  September, 
1838,  and  $500,000  of  which  were,  on  the  4th  of  the  same 
Tttonth,  invested  for  and  on  account  of  the  United  States,  in 
bonds  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

2.  $300,000  to  supply  the  place  of  the  interest  which  has 
accrued,  and  will  accrue  until  or  near  the  Slat  of  Decem- 
Wr,  1846,  on  the  bonds  now  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  the  payment  of  interest  on  which  is  at  present  sas- 
pended. 

The  committee  will  not  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  States 

of  .Arkansas,  Illinois,  and  Michigan,  will  have  made,  before 

ttio  oloee  of  the  year  1846,  provision  for  payment  of  the 

UTBars  of  interest  due  upon  their  bonds,  and  for  the  punc- 

tnal  paj-racnt  of  the  same  interest  as  it  may  hereafter 

Accrue.     The  appropriations  from   the   Treasury  proposed 

oy  the  bill  herewith  reported,  will  require  uo  disbursement 

**'  njoney  beyond  one  year's  interest  on  the  whole  fund, 

and  tlje  amount  now  in  the  Treasury  and  available  for  the 

'^"lediatc  disposal  of  Congress.     The  appropriatious  au- 

""opi^sed  hy  the  bill  arc  necessary  to  enable  Congress  to 

I*^?<?Ocd  immediately  to  the  execution  of  the  trust  comniit- 

™Q  to  them  hy  the  testator,  and  for  the  fuJtillment  of  which 

"1^    tjaith  of  the  nation  has  been  pledged ;  but  they  will 

*?')8titutc   no  burdens  upon  the   Treasury  itself,  and   no 

°'titnate  expenditure,  other  than  the  proceeds  of  the  Smith- 

**>«Hi  fiind  itaelf.     The  proposal  is,  that  of  this  sum  of 
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$300,000,  $60,000  shall  be  held  as  a  permaneDt  fuud ;  from 
the  interest  of  which,  without  intrenching  upon  the  prin- 
cipal, a  sum  of  $3,600  a  year  shall  be  provided  for  the  com- 
pensation of  an  astronomical  observator,  and  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  repairs  of  an  observatory,  occasionally 
required.  That  a  like  fund  of  $120,000  shall  be  reserved, 
yielding  a  yearly  interest  of  $7,200,  for  a  compensation  of 
$1,500  a  year  for  each  of  four  assistant  observers,  and  of 
two  laborers  with  the  wa^es  for  each  of  $600  a  year.  That 
a  fund  of  $20,000  should  supply  a  yearly  interest  for  the 
purchase  of  new  publications  on  subjects  connected  with 
science;  and  another  fund,  from  the  interest  of  which  may 
be  defrayed  the  compensation  of  the  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  corporation,  and  the  charge  of  publication  of  a 
nautical  almanac,  and  of  the  observations  made  by  the 
observators.  There  remains,  then,  a  sum  of  $70,000  to  be 
expended  for  the  erection  of  the  observatory,  and  of  the 
necessary  buildings  connected  therewith,  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  instruments  and  books  necessary  and  suitable  for 
the  establishment,  which  may  be  thus  formed  and  com- 
pleted by  the  close  of  the  year  1846. 

For  refunding  to  the  Treasury  the  whole  sum  thus  appro- 
priated, principal  and  interest,  tne  only  requisite  will  be  the 
sense  of  justice  of  the  Governments  of  the  States  of  Ark- 
ansas, Illinois,  and  Michigan,  of  which,  as  the  committee 
have  observed,  they  cannot  entertain  a  doubt. 

The  committee  respectfully  report,  with  slight  modific^^, 
tions  adapted  to  the  present  circumstances,  the  same  bi 
reported  by  a  committee  of  this  House  at  the  2d  session 
the  27th  Congress,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1842. 

And,  finally,  the  committee  refer  the  House,  for  a  f\ 
exposition  of  the  facts  and  principles  upon  which  the 
now  reported  is  predicated,  to  the  following  previous  rep 
of  committees  of  this  House,  on  the  subject  of  the  S 
sonian  bequest : 

Report  No.  181,  of  January  19,  1836,  24th  Congresi 
session,  with  accompanying  documents. 

Report  No.  277,  of  March  5,  1840,  26th  Congress 
sion,  with  amendatory  bill  H.  R.  No.  1. 

Report  No.  587,  of  April  12, 1842,  27th  Oongr^^ 
sion,  with  bill  H.  R.  No.  886. 

All  of  which  this  committee  reap- 
part  of  their  report. 
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[H.  R.  No.  418.] 

^  BILL  to  provide  for  the  disposal  and  management  of  the  fund  be- 
<|ueathed  by  James  Smithson  to  the  United  States,  for  the  establishment 
of  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

Bic.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  President  of  the 

^^ale  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

^tes,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the   United  States,  the  Secretaries  of  State, 

^^ary.  War,  and  Nav^,  the  Postmaster  and  Attorney  Generals,  the 

^bief  Justice  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 

^lombia,  and  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  shall  be,  and  hereby 

^re,  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  tne  style  and  title  of  <*  The 

^Qitees  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 

J^oowledge  among  men,''  with  perpetual  succession,  and  the  usual  powers, 

Katies,  and  liabilities,  incident  to  corporations. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^   That  the  corporation  so  constituted 

^il  htve  power  to  appoint,  from  citizens  of  the  United  States  other  than 

^oipbers  of  the  board,  a  secretary  and  a  treasurer,  to  hold  their  offices 

^tiring  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  and  removable  at  their  pleasure,  and 

^^Qn  to  be  appointed  in  their  places,  and  to  fix  from  time  to  time  their 

^'^peniations.     And  the  secretary  and  treasurer  only  shall  receive  pecu- 

v'^^y  compensation  for  their  services,  and  those  of  the  members  of  the 

r^^*tl  of  trustees  shall  be  gratuitous.     And  the  offices  of  secretary  and 

^^^^^<iirer  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  board  of  trustees,  be  hold  by  the 

^'^e  person.    The  secretary  and  treasurer  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful 

5^^birge  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices ;  and  the  treasurer  shall 

^2^*^  bond,  under  the  penalty  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  with  sureties  to  the 

^Y^a&ction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  safe  custody  and  faitb- 

v^ ^    application  of  all  the  funds  of  the  Institution  which  may  come  to  hiB 

^^ds  or  be  at  his  disposal. 

^ic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enactedf  That  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  thou- 

^^d  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  by  investment  of  that 

'^^  in  certificates  of  stock  to  that  amount  of  the  United  States,  bearing 

^rest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  a  year,  from  and  after  the  passage  of 

^•9  ict,  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress  by  the  substitution  of  other 

'K^ds  of  equal  value  and  yielding  the  same  income,  the  said  interest  being 

;3rsble  half-yearly  on  the  first  Mondays  of  January  and  July.     The  said 

^ks  to  be  applied  in  manner  following  :  First,  to  constitute  a  fund  of  five 

I  ndred  thousand  dollars,  bearing  interest  as  aforesaid,  to  supply  the  place 

the  same  sum  received  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia, 

gold,  on  the  first  day  of  September,  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 

l.Tt7-eight,  and  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  same  month  invested,  for  account 

thtt  United  States,  in  five  hundred  bonds  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  of 

!.« thousand  dollars  each,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  a 

lyable  half-yearly,  and  the  principal  of  which  is  redocmaDle  on  the 

of  October,  eighteen  hundred  ana  sixty.     Secondly,  to  constitute  a 

of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  bearing  interest  as  aforesaid,  to 

^  J  the  place  of  an  equal  sum  invested  in  one  nundred  and  fort^  bonds 

tit  8Utei  of  Arkansas,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Ohio,  and  of  interest 

laiocnied,  and  mav  hereafter  accrue,  to  the  said  amount  of  three 

MVtnd  dollars,  from  the  said  sum  deposited  at  the  mint  of  the 

•t  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  day  of  September,  eighteen  hun- 

tht ;  the  said  fund  to  be  applied  to  the  execution  of  the 

^*  "  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 

be  applied  for  the  erection  and  establishment, 

"*  astronomical  observatory,  adapted  to  the 

rations  of  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens  ; 

best,  and  most  perfect  instruments  and 
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books,  for  the  periodical  publication  of  said  observatioDB.  and  for  th 
annual  cooiposition  and  publication  of  a  nautical  almanac,  tnirty  thooauii 
dollars. 

Of  the  said  fund  there  shall  be  reserved  in  the  stock  thus  invested,  th. 
sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  from  the  yearly  interest  of  which  the  oook 
pensution  shall  be  paid  of  an  astronomical  observator,  to  be  appointed  br 
the  board  of  overseers,  removable  at  their  discretion,  and  another  to  be  ap 
pointed  whenever  the  said  office  may  be  vacant ;  and  his  compensation  duJ 
be  at  the  rate  of  three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  six  hundred  dollan 
year  shall  be  reserved  for  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  lepeic 
upon  the  buildings,  as  they  may  be  required. 

Also,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  from  the  yearly  interea 
of  which  shall  be  paid  the  compensation  of  four  assistants  to  the  a8troa<» 
mer,  and  of  laborers  necessary  for  attendance  on  him,  and  for  the  care  aM 
preservation  of  the  building^.  The  compensation  of  the  four  assistants  to  b 
at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year  each  ;  and  the  compensatioo  o 
the  laborers  not  to  exceed  in  amount,  for  the  whole  of  those  found  neoessaiy 
twelve  hundred  dollars  a  year ;  the  assistants  and  laborers  to  be  appoints 
and  removable  by  the  said  board  of  trustees,  at  their  discretion. 

Of  the  said  fund,  there  shall  be  applied  to  furnish  an  assortment  of  IIk 
best  and  most  perfect  instruments  for  astronomical  observation,  to  be  pfro 
cured  under  the  direction  of  the  astronomical  observator,  to  be  appointei 
conformably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

And  there  shall  be  reserved  ten  thousand  dollars,  from  the  interest  € 
which  other  instruments  may  be  from  time  tb  time  procured,  as  oocasioo 
for  the  use  of  them  may  arise,  and  for  the  repairs  of  instruments  as  needied 

And  there  shall  be  reserved  ten  thousand  dollars  applied  to  the  parchas 
of  a  library  of  books  of  science  and  literature,  for  tne  use  of  the  obeenri 
tory,  to  be  selected  by  the  observator ;  and  the  further  sum  of  tweni 
thousand  dollars  reserved,  from  the  interest  of  which  to  pa^  for  a  supply  < 
new  works,  transactions  of  learned  societies,  and  periodical  publicatloi] 
upon  science  in  other  parts  of  Ihe  world,  or  in  America. 

Of  the  said  fund  shall  be  reserved  thirty  thousand  dollars,  from  the  b 
terest  of  which  shall  be  paid  the  compensation  of  the  secretary  and  treui 
rer,  and  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  corporation  hereby  constituted,  ii 
eluding  the  expense  of  the  yearly  publication  of  the  observations  made  i 
the  observatory,  and  of  a  nautical  almanac,  to  be  oalled  the  Smithsonia 
Almanac. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  the  moneys  and  stocks  whk 
have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  received  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Unite 
States,  on  account  of  the  fund  bequeathed  by  James  Smithson,  be,  and  tk 
same  are  hereby  pledged  to  relund  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  btateati 
sums  hereby  appropriated.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  cAiu 
to  be  opened  an  account,  in  which  the  Smithsonian  fund  shall  be  charge 
with  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  hereby  appropriated  an 
invested  in  stocks  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  bo  credited  by  the  si 
hundred  and  forty  bonds  of  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Michigan,  Illinois,  an 
Ohio,  and  by  all  the  sums  received,  or  hereafter  to  be  received,  for  intere 
on  the  said  bonds,  until  the  final  payment  of  the  principal  thereof  by  U 
said  States.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authoria&ed  to  se 
and  transfer,  at  their  nominal  par  value,  principal  ancf  interest,  and  m 
under,  any  of  the  said  bonds,  with  the  interest  due  and  unpaid  on  theaam 
and  to  credit  the  said  fund  with  the  proceeds  thereof,  tilt  the  whole  cui 
hereby  appropriated,  and  all  the  interest  hereafter  paid  thereon,  shall  be  r 
funded  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  no  part  of  the  said  Smithsonis 
fund,  principal  or  interest,  shall  be  applied  to  any  school,  college,  unive 
sity,  other  institute  of  education,  or  ecclesiastical  establishment. 

DEC.  6.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  the  observatory  provided  by  tl 
third  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  erected  under  the  direction  of  the  board 
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Iniilni,  on  i 

ibould  the  Shiiii;  uc  uii  lauu  uciuii^iug  in  mo  uuii.i.-u  ouiiiiiit,  cu  iiiui;ii  vuninvi 

u,  in  tiie  opinioD  of  tbo  truEtees,  shHil  be  necoesarj  for  the  purpose,  Bball 
b«  conroyed  to  tbetn,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollarR, 
t%k'a  from  that  fund  by  tbe  gaoeral  appropriation  act  of  third  March, 
eiglitnn  hundred  and  thirty-nine:  ProvHUd,Tbsi  if  no  such  suitable  site 
i3ta  be  (bund  on  the  public  lands,  that  then  n  selection  of  a  site  on  private 

Sroperty  may  ba  made  at  a  price  not  exceeding  one-half  cent  per  square 
K>I,  In  be  paid  ont  of  the  appropriation  in  tbe  Uiird  section  of  this  act. 
Stc,  T,  And  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That  ail  exponditurai  made  by  the  said 
board  of  trosteod  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the 
UojledScatee ;  and  all  the  accounts  thereof  shall  be  reported  to  the  Secre- 
try  uf  the  Treasury,  and  audited  under  his  direction  by  the  proper  officers 
■>r  the  Treasury  Department;  and  the  said  hoard  sbatl  report  to  Congress, 
■I  ei'ery  session  thereof,  the  stato  of  the  Smiibsoniaii  fund,  and  a  full 
sUlement  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  preceding  year. 

Sk.  8.  And  bf  il/urlher  enacted.  That  tbe  first  meeting  of  tbe  trustees 
"f  IheSmilbaonian  fund  shall  be  held  at  thocily  of  Waahington  on  the  third 

Tuesday  of neit ;   and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  tbe  custody  of  the  said 

fund,  and  the  cipendilures  under  the  appropriations  herein  made,  shall  b« 
held  and  authorised  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  suliject  to  the  appro- 
butioa  of  the  President  of  the  Unitud  State?. 

6bc  e.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  there  shall  be  a  board  of  visitors, 
to  be  annually  appointed,  consisting  of  nine  members ;  two  of  whom  to  be 
^"■nmisiioned  officers  of  the  army,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  ;  two  commissioned  officers  of  the  navy,  to  ho  appointed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy;  the  mayors  for  the  lime  being  of  the  cities  of  Aler- 
■*><|riia  and  of  Georgetown,  within  tbe  District  of  Columbia ;  and  one  citi- 
"^   of  each  of  the  cities  of  Washington,  Alexandria,  and  Georgotovrn, 
^^b«  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  i  who  shall  meet  on 
****  first  Uonday  of  February,  at  eleven  o'cluck,  before  noon,  at  the  said 
**|^r(>>iomical  observatory,  and  visit  and  inspect  the  condition  of  the  said 
"^■^rvalory,  and  of  the  Smithsonian  Instilutiun  generally.     They  shall 
'™'^OBe  amoDK  themselves  a  chairman,  and  shall  make  report  to  tbe  Presi- 
^^*it  of  tbe  Cnited  States  of  the  said  condition  of  tbe  ihstitution,  spccifi- 
'*''7'  indicating  in  what  respect  the  institulion  has,  during  the  preceding 
'"**'>  contributed  to  tbe  purpose  of  tbe  founder — the  increase  and  diSuaion 
knowledgf  among  wen.    To  this  board  the  nstronomical  obaorvator  shall 
■^Q  a  report  to  the  same  effect,  so  far  as  regards  the  astronomical  branch 
the  inslitulion,  wbicb  report  shall  be  annexed  to  that  of  tbo  board  to 
Preddcnt  of  the  United  States,  who  iliull  communicate  tbe  said  reporta 
'  Congrose.     The  services  of  the  members  of  the  said  board  shall  be  gra- 

Kc  10,  And  be  it  further  tnaeled.  That  there  is  reserved  to  Congress 
-  -~  >^btof  altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing,,  any  of  the  provi- 
**.^ns  of  this  act,  which  staal!  be  found  inconvenient  upon  experience;  Pre- 
**"orf.  That  no  contract  or  individual  right,  made  or  acquired  under  such 
'l»W>viiions,  shall  thereby  he  impaired  or  divested. 

,  "Kc.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  any  other  moneys  which 
*»•»*  accrued,  or  may  hereafter  accrue,  upon^  tbe  said  Smithsonian  fund, 
^<^  herein  appropriated,  tbe  board  of  trustees  are  hereby  aulborised  to 
Tnako  luob  dispoeal  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  promotion  of  the 
Parpcwof  thi>  te»Ulor— "the  increa-e  and  diffuiion  of  knowledge  among 
•"*•»,"  unlnss  the  same  shall  be  otherwise  disposed  of  by  law. 

HOOBB  OP  RBPRESKNTATtVES,  JuilC  14,  1844. 

Mr.  Dkbkrrv,  from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  made 
'"  *»<iv-frse  report  upon  the  petition  of  eitizena  of  the  State 
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of  Massachusetts,  in  relation  to  the  appropriation  of  the 
Smithsonian  bequest  for  the  purposes  of  agricultural  educa- 
tion. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 

Senate,  December  12, 1844. 

Mr.  Tappan  introduced  a  bill,  (S.  18,)  which  was  read  tkxe 
first  and  second  times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  BILL  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  increue  andd^^- 

fusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

Whereas  James  Smithson,  esquire,  of  London,  in  the  kingdom  of  Qr^i^i^ 
Britain,  by  his  last  will  and  testament  did  sive  the  whole  of  his  proper^^JT 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  found  at  Washington,  under  iM^^ 
name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  a^^^ 
diffusion  of  knowledge  amone  men ;  and  whereas  Congress  have  hereti'^=>* 
fore  received  said  property  and  accepted  said  trust;  therefore,  that  the  wu^^J^ 
ma^  be  executed  in  good  faith,  and  according  to  the  will  of  the  liberal  ar^  ^ 
enlightened  donor — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representative9  of  the  Unii^^^ 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  so  much  of  the  property  ^^^^ 


the  said  James  Smithson  as  has  been  received  in  money  and  paid  into 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  being  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  eigl 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars,  be  loaned  to  the  United  8tat« 
Treasur}',  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum  interest,  from  the  third  dav  of  Deoen 
ber,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  when  tb  "^ 
same  was  received  into  the  said  Treasury ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  intere^^*^! 
as  may  have  accrued  on  said  sum  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  which  wil 
amount  to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  nine  thousand  one  hundred  a 
three  dollars,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  erection 
suitable  buildings,  the  enclosing  of  suitable  grounds,  and  for  the  pni 
chase  of  books  and  instruments  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  establiahc 
by  this  act;  and  that  six  per  cent,  interest  on  the  said  trust  fund,  it  beii 
the  said  amount  of  five  hundred  and  eight  thousand  three  hundred  ai 
eighteen  dollars,  received  into  the  United  States  Treasury,  third  of  Decern* 
ber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  payable,  in  half  yearly 
payments,  on  the  first  of  January  and  July  in  each  year,  be,  and  the  same 
IS  nereby,  appropciated  for  the  perpetual  maintenance  and  support  of  said 
institution  :  Provided^  That  the  books  to  be  purchased  for  said  institution 
shall  consist  of  works  on  science  and  the  arts,  especially  such  as  relate  to 
the  ordinary  business  of  life,  and  to  the  various  mechanical  and  other  im- 
provements and  discoveries  which  may  be  made. 

,  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  business  of  said  institution 
shall  be  conducted  by  a  board  of  managers,  to  consist  of  twelve,  no  two  of 
whom  shall  bo  citizens  of  the  same  State  or  Territory ;  that  thopcrf  ons  first 
appointed  on  the  board  of  managers  shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  July  next  after  the  passage  of  t^is  act,  and,  when 
met,  shall  divide  themselves,  by  lot,  into  three  sections,  one  of  which 
shall  servo  two  years,  one  four,  and  the  other  six  years  ;  and  whenever  a 
vacancy  occurs  in  said  board,  the  same  shall  be  filled  by  such  person  as  may 
be  appointed  by  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress ;  that  all  those  who  may  be 
appointed  to  fill  vacancies  occasioned  bjr  death,  resignation,  or  removal  cot 
or  the  United  States,  shall  serve  the  residue  of  the  term,  and  allwho  those 
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(ttj  t«  appaiated  to  &1I  VKOncim  which  occur  hv  lapse  or  tim«  gbsll 
br  tfas  term  of  six  jetn ;  that  an^r  said  board  ehall  havn  m^t  and  beoome 
WKBBixed  br  appoiDting  one  of  their  own  body  president  of  said  board,  it 
■hall  be  their  duty  to  proceed  to  select  a  suitable  aite  for  aucb  building 


maj  be,  in  tbeir  jodement,  nece^arj  for  the  institution,  and  suitable  ground 
t>T  bortienltural  and  a^i cultural  eiperimentii,  which  ground  may  tte  taken 
kfld  ippruprialed  out  of  that  part  of  the  public  ground  in  thocily  of  Wash- 
ifigtftD  called  the  Mall,  lying  west  of  Seventh  street;  and  the  ground  so 
•clTClcid  tball  be  set  oat  by  proper  metes  and  bounds,  and  a  descriplioo  of 
tlieatae  eball  bo  made  and  recorded  in  a  boolc  to  be  provided  for  that  pur- 
po*",  sod  signi-d  by  (aid  managers,  or  so  tnauy  of  them  as  may  bo  con- 
vened on  said  Qrst  Monday  of  July  ;  and  such  record,  or  a  copy  Ihereof, 
certified  by  the  president  of  the  board  of  managers,  shall  be  received  as 
evidence  in  all  courts  of  the  extent  and  boundaries  of  the  lands  appropri- 
*t«il  to  laid  institution. 

Sic.  3.  And  bt  it  further  ntacltd.  That,  so  soon  as  the  board  of  managers 
abaJI  hare  selected  tdesito  for  the  buildings  of  the  institution,  they  shall  cause 
to  be  erected  a  suitable  building,  of  plain  and  durable  materials  and  siruct- 
ur«,  without  unnecessary  ornament,  and  of  sufflcieut  size,  and  with  suitable 
■"ooms  or  balls  for  the  reception  and  arrangement,  upon  a  liberal  scale,  of 
objects  of  natural  hiitorj,  ageolt^ical  and  mineralogical  cabinet,  a  library, 
^chemical  laboratory,  and  a  lecture  room  or  rooms ;  and  the  said  board 
■nail  have  authority,  by  themselves,  or  by  a  committee  of  three  of  their 
''•*inbers,  to  contract  for  the  completion  of  such  building  upon  such  plan 
*■  nay  be  directed  by  the  board  of  managers,  and  shall  laho  sufficient  ao- 
fortly  to  the  Treasurer  of  thi'  United  States  for  the  building  ind  tinishing 
'n  MLme  according  to  the  said  plan,  and  in  the  time  stipulated  in  such  con- 
'j*cl ;  providrd,  Aowerer,  That  the  oxpenne  of  said  building  shall  not  exceed 
™*  "um  of  eighty  thousand  dollara,  which  sum  ia  hereby  appropriated  for 
™*t  purpose  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  j 
■■d  tho  bonrd  of  managers  shall  also  cause  the  grounds  aelectea  for  horti- 
f^'itural  and  agricultural  purposes  to  be  enclosed  and  secured,  and  a  suitable 
Gilding  erected  to  preserve  such  plants  as  will  not  bear  exposure  to  the 
**«lher  at  all  seasons ;  and  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
'Ppropriated  for  such  building  and  enclosure,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
■^  tb«  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  ;  and  so  soon  as  it  may  be  noces- 
*^^  for  the  accommodation  of  the  persons  employed  in  said  institution,  tho 
••jd  board  of  managers  may  cause  to  bo  erected  on  tho  grounds  of  the  in- 
*'tuiion  such  dwelling  houses  and  other  buildings,  of  plain  and  substantial 
T'^l'htnansbip  and  materials,  to  be  without  unnecessary  ornament,  as  may 
r?  **nted :  Providtd,  hmcevrr,  That  the  wholo  expense  of  building  and  fur- 
^?*tDg  as  many  aui;h  houses  as  may  be  required  shall  not  exceed  the  residue 
^_**i<ri merest  which  will  have  accrued  on  the  first  day  of  July  next ;  and 
Z^  the  said  expenditure  the  said  residueofsaid  interest,  amounting;  to  Ihosum 
^**venty-eigbt  thousand  six  hundred  and  four  dollars,  ia  hereby  appropria- 
_^*«  payable  out  of  any  raoncyain  tho  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  ; 
rr^  Ml  such  contracts  as  mav  bo  made  bv  said  board  of  managers  *hall  bo  de- 
^*"tod  with  the  Treasurer  of  tho  United  States  ;  and  all  questions  which 
f^^^  arise  between  the  United  States  and  any  person  claiming  under  and  by 
■■•■  -  y  such  contract  shall  be  heard  and  determined  by  sold  hoard  <>f 
d  such  determination  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  upon  all 
'mxxrt"^'  '  '""  '"  ''''''"*  '"'  ""?  contract  made  as  aforesaid  shall  be  allowed 
^***  «sertifled  by  the  board  of  manogers,  or  n  oommitlea  thereof,  as  the  case 
^*y  b*,  and  being  signed  by  tho  provident  of  tho  board,  shall  be  asufficipnt 
'^  **?^"  ''"f  settlement  and  payment  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
w  •'  the  board  oC  managers  sltall  bo.  authorized  t'l  employ  (.uch  persona  as 
^  *y  deem  necessary  to  superintend  tho  erection  of  the  building,  and  fitting 
•^t-lie  rooms  of  the  institution. 

*CJ.  *,  Anil  be  il  further  tTUKted,  That,  so  soon   aa  buildinea  shall  be 
^*^4  for  their  reception,  all  objeoie  of  natural  history  and  geological  and 


"•■tiie  of  any  sucl 
2^n»E*rs,  and  sut 
C^****  ;  and  all  c 
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of  Massachusetts,  in  relation  to  the  appropriation  of  the 
Smithsonian  bequest  for  the  purposes  of  agricultural  educa* 
tion. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 

Senate,  December  12, 1844. 

Mr.  Tappan  introduced  a  bill,  (S.  18,)  which  was  read  the 
first  and  second  times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  BILL  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  increaae  and  dif* 

fusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

Whereas  James  Smithson,  esquire,  of  London,  in  the  kingdom  of  Oreal 
Britain,  by  his  last  will  and  testament  did  give  the  whole  of  his  proper^ 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  found  at  Washington,  under  the 
name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  amons  men ;  and  whereas  Congress  have  hereto* 
fore  received  said  property  and  accepted  said  trust ;  therefore,  Uiat  the  same 
may  bo  executed  in  good  faith,  and  according  to  the  will  of  the  liberal  and 
enlightened  donor — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  so  much  of  the  property  of  ^ 

the  said  James  Smithson  as  has  been  received  in  monev  and  paid  into  the  ^ 

Treasury  of  the  United  States,  beine  the  sum  of  Ave  hundred  and  eight  J^, 

thousand  three  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars,  be  loaned  to  the  United  States  ^ 

Treasury,  at  six  per  cent.  p)er  annum  interest,  from  the  third  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  when  the 
same  was  received  into  the  said  Treasury ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  interest  ^ 
as  may  have  accrued  on  said  sum  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  which  willr; 
amount  to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  nine  thousand  one  hundred  sn&' 
Uiree  dollars,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  erection 
suitable  buildings,  the  enclosing  of   suitable  grounds,  and  for  the  pui 
chase  of  books  and  instruments  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  establishi 
by  this  act;  and  that  six  per  cent,  interest  on  the  said  trust  fund,  it  beii 
the  said  amount  of  five  hundred  and  eight  thousand  three  hundred 
eighteen  dollars,  received  into  the  United  States  Tre'asury,  third  of  De 
ber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  payable,  in  half  yi 
payments,  on  the  first  of  January  and  July  in  each  year,  be,  and  the  i 
IS  nereby,  appropriated  for  the  perpetual  maintenance  and  support  of 
institution :  Provided^  That  the  books  to  be  purchased  for  said  institCB^ 
shall  consist  of  works  on  science  and  the  arts,  especially  such  as  relal 
the  ordinary  business  of  life,  and  to  the  various  mechanical  and  other 
provements  and  discoveries  which  may  be  made. 

,   Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  business  of  said  inttitt^ 
shall  be  conducted  by  a  board  of  managers,  to  consist  of  twelve,  QOtl 
whom  shall  be  citizens  of  the  same  State  or  Territory ;  thattb'^' 
appointed  on  the  board  of  managers  shall  meet  in  tae  oitv  aT 
on  the  first  Monday  of  July  next  after  the  pttmiEe  of 
met,  shall  divide  themselves,  by  lot,  into  » 
shall  servo  two  years,  one  four,  and 
vacancy  occurs  in  said  board,  th^ 
be  appointed  by  a  Joint  reso 
appointed  to  fill  vacancies 
of  the  United  States,  shal 
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tU  need  All  rules,  regulatioim,  and  bj'-lavr,  for  tho  goTeromeDt  of  thn  Iq- 
HitutioD  tind  the  pereoiu  employed  Iherein  ;  and,  ia  prcauribiDg  tho  duljoa 
«f  tbo  profenuri  nnd  leclurerf,  thoy  ahull  huvo  aneciol  roference  to  tho  in- 
irodueUon  nnd  illuatrntion  of  aubjccta  connected  with  the  productive  and 
liWal  art*  of  life,  improve  merits  in  agriculture,  in  tnanufactureB,  !□  tradee, 
w4  in  domealic  cconamy.  They  tball  direct  experimeota  to  he  mnde 
hj  Uu)  profesior  of  agricullure,  borliculturc,  and  rural  economy,  to  de- 
Unnliia  the  utility  and  advantage  of  new  modes  and  irutrumentE  of 
e^lnts,  [o  dutctmine  wfaatbor  new  fruits,  plante,  and  vegotablcB,  way  bo 
raltiviltdlo  ttdrantege  in  the  Unitiid  Slates;  and  tbcy  ebull  direct  the  dis- 
iribution  of  all  such  fruits,  plants,  seeds,  and  vegetables,  at  shall  bo  fnund 
ucfu!  and  adapted  to  any  of  our  aoiU  and  climates,  so  Ihnt  the  people  in 
fTetjpsrt  of  tho  Union  may  enjoy  the  beneBt  and  advantago  of  tho  Qxprr- 
imniti  made  by  the  institution.  Thoy  tball  also  direct  the  profcshor  of 
ebemiitry  to  institute  a  chemical  analysis  of  loile  from  different  eections  of 
llie{Jnited  States,  to  make  ei  peri  men  ts  on  the  various  modes  of  improving 
Ud  sorlchiDg  the  several  kinds  of  soil  found  within  the  United  Sutcs,  and 
»t  tU  times  to  include,  in  his  course  of  lectures,  the  subject  of  agricultural 
ebemittry.  Thej  sbali  also  direct  Iho  profecEor  of  natural  history  cspvci- 
■11/  to  refer,  in  bis  course  of  lectures,  tn  the  history  and  habits  of  such 
■Kimtlj  as  are  useful,  or  such  animals  and  insects  as  are  Injurious,  includlcg 
th  belt  means  of  taking  care  of  and  improving  the  one,  and  of  protecting 

a  in  and  other  products  from  tho  other.     They  shall  also  direct  the  pro- 
i>r  of  geology  to  include,  in  hia  course  of  lectures,  prsctical  instructions 
2,''gsaoral  character,  to  aid  in  the  exploration  and  working  of   mines. 
Ttey  ihnll  alto  direct  the  professor  of  architecture  and  domestic  science  to 
'IX'ladil,  in  his  course  of  lectures,  practical  instructions  as  to  the  beet  model 
tod  nitiTialg  for  building,  according  to  climate  and  location,  throughout 
*•  Untied  States,  from  the  simple  single  dwelling  to  the  more  complicated 
*"«  OMtly  structures  for  public  and  other  purposes ;  also,  to  institute  eiper- 
™eBti  in  regard  to  tho  best  mode  of  lighting,  heating,  and  ventilating 
."""ditip,  public  and  private,  and  lo  determinu  Ihu  value  of  such  scientific 
™praTements  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  tnade  in  tho  same  or  in  any 
™*i'  important  branch  of  domestic  economy.     Tbey  shall  also  direct  the 
P^^'Cnar  of  astronomy  lo  include,  in  his  lectures,  a  course  on  navigation, 
™c1t(diog  the  u^e  of  nautical  inatrumeats.     And  it  shall  bo  competent  for 
j~^  B«id  managers,  at  their  discretion,  to  cause  to  be  printed  and  published, 
,^1>  lime  to  time,  works,  in  popular  form,  on  the  sciences  and  on  the  aid 
J~*y  bring  to  labor,  written  by  the  professors  of  the  institution,  or  by  other 
•  e''»OBi  engaged  for  the  purpose ;  Proniiltd,  That  such  works  shall,  at  all 
'  h^^'  ^  offered  for  saio  at  the  lowest  rates  that  will  repay  tho  aotual  ei- 
lf<M«  of  publication :  And  pronidtd.  That  such  works  shall,  before  publica- 
^*ii  be  submitted  to  and  examined  by  tho  board  of   managers,  or  a  com- 
,5|'!4^  of  their  number.     And  the  eaid  board  shall  also  make  rules  and  regu- 
rJ^'OBs  for  tho  admission  of  students  into  the  variou*  departments  of  the 
V^Ututlon,  and  their  conduct  and  deportment  while  they  remain  therein : 
'^'^vUid,  That  all  instruction  in  said  institution  shall  be  gratuitous  to  those 
\  •t'ldents  who  conform  to  sMch  rules  and  regulations. 

»«C.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  bo  appointed 

'['■Qagers  of  ihit   eaid  Smithsonian  Institution,  to  hold  thair  offices  as  is 
"•►tinbcfore  provided. 

Senate,  December  16,  1844. 

Mr.  Tappas,  from  tho  Committee  ou  the  Library,  reported 
8.  bill  18,  without  amendment. 

Senate,  December  31, 1844. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tappan,  the  Senate  coneidered,  aa  ia 
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Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  8.  18,  and  various  verbal 
amendments  offered  by  him,  were  adopted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Huntington,  the  further  consideration 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thurs- 
day next. 

Mr.  CnoATE  and  Mr.  Tappan  offered  amendments,  which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Senate,  Janvary  6, 1845. 

Mr.  Tappan  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas  Johnson  and 
others,  citizens  of  Huron  county,  Ohio,  praying  the  passage 
of  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  to  establish  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution  ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition  of  Gene- 
ral N.  V.  Knickerbocker  and  two  hundred  other  citizens  of 
Steuben  county,  New  York,  praying  the  passage  of  the  bill 
to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Senate,  January  8, 1845. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  18)  to  establish  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  CnoATE  said  he  was  sure  that,  whatever  opinion 
miglit  be  at  last  formed  on  this  bill,  its  principles,  or  its 
details,  all  would  concur  in  expressing  thanks  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tappan]  for  introducing  it.  We  shall 
differ,  he  proceeded,  more  perhaps  than  could  be  wished,  or 
than  can  be  reconciled,  about  the  mode  of  administering 
this  noble  fund;  but  we  cannot  differ  about  our  duty  to 
enter  at  once  on  some  mode  of  administering  it.  A  large 
sum  of  money  has  been  given  to  us,  to  hold  and  to  apply, 
in  trust,  "  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men."  We  have  accepted  the  trust.  "  To  this  ap- 
plication— (such  is  the  language  of  our  act  of  the  Ist  of 
July,  1836 — )  to  this  application  of  the  money  the  faith  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged."  The  donor  is  in  his 
grave.  There  is  no  chancellor  to  compel  us  to  redeem  our 
pledge;  and  there  needs  none.  Our  own  sense  of  duty  to 
the  dead,  and  the  living,  and  the  unborn  who  shall  live — 
our  justice,  our  patriotism,  our  policy,  common  honesty, 
common  decorum,  uro^e  us,  and  are  enough  to  urge  us,  to 

fo   on,  without  the  delay  of  an  hour,  to  appropriate  the 
ounty  according   to   the  form  of  the  gift.     I   thank  the 
Senator,  therefore,  for  introducing  a  bill  with  which,  to  my 
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owTi  knowledge,  he  has  taken  much — ami,  bo  far  as  I  can 
see  or  conceive— ^lisinte rested  pams,  and  which  aflbrds  ua 
an  opportunity  to  discharge  a  plain  duty,  perhaps  too  long 
delayed. 

I  tbiuk,  too,  air,  that  the  Senator  has,  in  the  first  Rectioii 
of  the  bill,  declared  the  true  fundamental  law  according  to 
which  this  fund  ought  to  be  permanently  administered. 
He  lends  to  the  United  States  the  whole  sum  of  $508,318 
sctnally  received  out  of  the  English  chancery,  from  the  3d 
of  December,  1838,  when  it  wa«  received,  at  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent,  per  annum.  He  leaves  the  sum  of  J209,103, 
which  is  so  much  of  the  interest  as  wi!l  have  accrued  on 
the  first  day  of  -fuly  next,  to  be  applied  at  once  to  the  con- 
struction of  buildings,  the  preparation  of  grounds,  the 
purchaae  of  books,  instruments,  and  the  like ;  and  then 
*ppropriateB  the  interest,  and  the  interest  only,  of  the  origi- 
pal  principal  sum,  for  the  perpetual  maintenance  of  the 
JDBtitution,  leaving  the  principal  itself  unimpaired  forever. 
■fbia,  all,  is  exactly  as  it  should  be. 

But  when  you  examine  the  bill  a  little  further,  to  discern 
What  it  is  exactly  which  this  considerable  expenditure  of 
^oney  is  to  accomplish — when  you  look  to  see  how  and 
now  much  it  is  going  "  to  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge 
***»Ong  men,"  I  am  afraid  that  we  shall  have  reason  to  be 
*  little  less  satisfied.  I  do  not  now  refer  to  the  constitution 
*f  the  board  of  management,  of  which,  let  me  say,  under 
***lHe  important  modifications,  I  incline  to  approve;  although 
**^  that  I  reserve  myself.  I  speak  of  what  the  fund,  how- 
^■^'er  managed,  is  to  be  made  to  do.  The  bill  assumes,  as  it 
Ought,  to  apply  it  "  to  increase  and  diff'use  knowledge 
"•"long  men."     Well,  how  does  it  accomplish  this  object  ? 

.  It  proposes  to  do  so,  for  substance,  by  establishing  in  this 
^^'ty   a  school  or  college  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  ita 
P**pil9  in  the  application  of  certain  physical   sciences  to 
?^itain  arts  of  life.     The  plan,  if  adopted,  founds  a  college 
in  "^Vasbington  to  teach  the  scientific  principles  of  certain 
**sefol  arts.     That  ia  the  whole  of  it.     It  appoints,  on  per- 
"""atient  salaries,  a   professor  of  agriculture,  horticulture, 
^"^  rural  economy;  a  professor  of  natural  history ;  a  pro- 
lOr of  chemistry ;  a  professor  of  geology;  a  professor  of 
*8tPonomy;   a  professor  of  architecture  and  domestic  sci- 
ence; together  with  a  fluctuating  force  of  occasional  auxil- 
iary lecturers;  and  all  these  professors  and  lecturers  are 
enjoined  "to  have  special  reference,  in  all  their  illustra- 
tions and  instructions,  to  the  productive  and  liberal  arts  of 
'ife — to  improvements  in  agriculture,  manufactures,  trades, 
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and  domestic  economy."  Thus,  the  professor  of  chemistiT 
is  to  analyze  different  kinds  of  soils,  and  to  learn  and  teach 
how  to  enrich  them ;  the  professor  of  natural  history  is  to 
deal  with  noxious  or  useful  animals  and  insects ;  the  pro- 
fessor of  geology  is  to  illustrate  the  working  of  mines ;  the 
professor  of  astronomy  is  to  teach  navigation ;  the  profes- 
sor of  architecture  and  domestic  science  is  charged  with 
the  theory  and  practice  of  building,  liffhting,  and  ventilat- 
ing all  manner  of  edifices ;  and  the  pro^ssor  of  agriculture, 
horticulture,  and  domestic  economy  is  to  make  experiments 
to  see  what  exotics  will  grow  and  what  will  not,  all  over 
the  United  States.  And,  in  pursuance  of  the  same  theory 
of  administration  of  the  fund,  it  is  provided  that  not  a 
book  is  to  be  purchased  for  the  institution  except  "  works 
on  science  and  the  arts,  especially  such  as  relate  to  the 
ordinary  business  of  life,  and  to  the  various  mechanical 
and  other  improvements  and  discoveries  which  may  be 
made." 

Now,  I  say  that  this  creates  a  college  or  school — such  as 
it  is — on  the  basis  of  a  somewhat  narrow  utilitarianism — 
to  be  sure,  erroneously  so-called — but  a  college  or  academ- 
ical institution.  Who  is  to  be  taught  agriculture,  architec- 
ture, domestic  science,  rural  economy,  and  navigation? 
Not  you,  Mr.  President,  I  suppose,  not  Congress,  not  the 
Government,  not  men  at  all.  btudents,  pupils,  youths,  are 
to  be  brought  hither,  if  you  can  find  them ;  "  rules  and 
regulations"  (so  runs  the  8th  section  of  the  bill)  are  to  be 
made  "for  the  admission  into  the  various  departments  of 
the  institution,  and  their  conduct  and  deportment  while 
they  remain  therein,"  and  instruction  is  to  be  ^iven  them 
by  professors  and  lecturers.  This  surely  is  a  school,  a  col- 
lege, an  academical  institute  of  education,  such  as  it  is,  or 
nothing. 

Well,  sir,  in  reviewing,  as  I  have  had  occasion  to  do,  the 
proceedings  of  Congress  upon  this  subject  heretofore,  I 
have  received  the  impression  that  it  had  become  quite  j^our 
settled  judgment — settled  on  the  most  decisive  reasons — 
that  no  school,  college,  or  academical  establishment  should 
be  constituted.  It  seems  that  in  the  session  of  1838  a  joint 
committee  of  the  two  branches  was  charged  with  this 
deliberation.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  from  this 
body  was  Mr.  Bobbins,  and  the  chairman,  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  House,  was  Mr.  Adams ;  both  of  them,  I  may 
pause  to  say,  persons  of  the  most  profound  and  elegant 
acquisition;  both  of  them  of  that  happy  rare  class  who 
"grow  old  still  learning."     The  two  committees  differed  on 
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this  very  question  whether  a  school  or  college  should  be 
eatablished.  The  opinion  of  the  committee  of  the  House 
IB  expressed  in  the  4th  section  of  the  bill  (No.  293  Senate) 
which  they  desired  to  report,  and  which  is  in  these  words : 
"  Sxc.  4.  And  be  it/urther  enneUd,  That  no  part  of  tbe  said  Sinithaonian 
(Und,  principal  or  inlerest,  chall  be  applied  to  any  Ecbool,  college,  uoiver- 
lily,  iutitutc  of  education,  or  ecclesiastical  establishment." 

That  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate  is  distinctly  enough 
intimated  in  the  beautiful  speech  with  which  Mr,  Robbins 
introduced  the  subject  in  January,  1839,  I  find  it  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  Congressional  Globe  : 

"  I  coutd  wish,  if  all  were  agreed  in  it,  that  this  inetitutioQ  should  maka 
one  of  a  Dumber  of  colleges,  to  constitute  a  university  to  be  established 
bCM,  and  to  be  endowed  in  a  mannftr  worthy  of  this  great  nation  aod  their 
inuDente  resources,  liul,  as  opinions  are  divided  upon  this  subject — not,  I 
•luald  hope,  as  to  the  great  desirableness  of  suth  an  establishment,  but  as 
to  the  oonstitutiona]  competenoy  of  Congress  to  undertake  it— I  will  not 
cnbarraH  my  present  object  by  inTolving  it  with  that  subject.  This,  as  an 
iodetModent  institution,  may  hereafter  be  made  a  part  of  such  a  univeriity, 
ahould  one  be  established  ;  but  it  is  now  to  be  looked  at  only  as  an  inde- 
pendent insliiution," 

It  was  to  embody  and  execute  this  conception  that  Mr. 
Bobbins  drew  the  Senate  bill  No.  292. 

Finding  themselves  unable  to  agree,  it  was  determined 
*iiat  each  committee  should  report  both  of  these  bills  to 
^eir  respective  Houses.  On  the  25th  February,  1839,  the 
Dill  drawn  by  Mr.  Eobbina  was  taken  up  in  this  body,  and 
*fter  an  animated  discussion,  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote 
^  20  to  15.  This  vote  is  regarded,  I  perceive,  by  Mr. 
Adams,  in  his  subsequent  reports  of  1840  and  1842,  as  ex- 
|'*'eesing  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  against  the  establiah- 

lent  of  such  academical  institute  of  learning.  He  says : 
^''  Xt  is  then  to  be  considered  as  a  circumstance  propitious  to  the  llnal  dis- 
^**^l  of  this  fund,  by  the  organization  of  an  institution  the  best  adapted 
T*««ompIiBh  the  design  of  the  testator,  that  this  flrat  but  erroneous  im- 
T^*«)on  of  that  design,  an  institute  of  learning,  a  university,  upon  tba 
~***»dalion  of  which  the  whole  fund  should  bo  lavished,  and  yol  prove 
?*^equato  to  its  purpose,  without  largo  appropriations  of  public  moneys 

^*^  Bid — (hould  have  been  presented  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
^  '^"fed  to  a  numerous  Joint  committee  of  both  Houses,  there  discussed, 
S^^'Ked  fur  the  dcliberatton  of  both  Houses,  fully  debuted  in  the  Housa 
**•»■«  it  originated,  and  then  decisively  rejected." 

,  If  Bucb  may  be  inferred  to  have  been  the  judgment  of 
^^    Senate,  it  may  be  defended  on  the  most  decisive  reasons. 

•  is  hardly  worth  while  to  move  the  question  whether  it 
'••^lald  be  expedient  to  apply  the  fund  as  far  as  it  would  go 

*  tlie  founding  of  a  great  university  deserving  of  the  name 
"■5*  national  university — in  which  all  the  branches  of  a 
j^OKao^  education  should  be  taught  j  wluch  should  till  the 
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space  between  the  college  and  professional  schools  which 
snould  ^uide  the  maturer  American  mind  to  the  highest 
places  ot  knowledge ;  for  such  should  be  the  functions  of 
such  a  university.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  move  this  ques- 
tion, because  no  such  proposition  is  before  us.  I  am  afraid, 
with  Mr.  Adams,  that  to  found  such  a  university  would 
consume  the  whole  fund,  interest  and  principal,  almost  at 
once,  and  reduce  you  to  the  alternative  of  a  signal  failure, 
or  of  occasional  and  frequent  application  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  aid  which  could  never  be  granted.  But  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  contemplates  no  such  thing.  He  constructs 
his  college  on  a  far  more  moderate  model;  and  of  this 
college  of  his  I  am  constrained  to  say,  that  I  think  it  in  the 
actu^  state  of  academical  education  wholly  unnecessary, 
and  in  a  great  degree  useless.  Why,  sir,  there  are  in  the 
country  more  than  a  hundred  colleges ;  I  have  seen  them 
estimated  at  one  hundred  and  seventy-three.  These  are  dis- 
tributed all  over  the  United  States ;  two  are  in  this  District 
They  are  at  the  doors  of  the  people.  I  suspect  that  every 
one  of  them  has  a  professor  for  every  department  provided 
for  in  this  bill,  except  architecture  and  domestic  science, 
and  agriculture  and  rural  economy.  In  every  one,  without 
any  difficulty,  that  special  attention  here  recommended,  to 
the  application  of  science  "to  the  ordinary  business  of 
life,"  may  be,  if  it  is  not  now  secured,  if  in  the  judgment 
of  those  who  are  entrusted  with  their  management  it  is 
thought  expedient.  Why,  sir,  I  recollect  that  navigation 
was  tauajht  in  one  at  least  of  our  common  free  district 
schools  of  Massachusetts  thirtv  vears  as:o,  I  cannot  concur 
with  the  honorable  framor  of  the  bill,  therefore,  that  his 
school  is  to  "  furnish  facilities  for  the  acquisition  of  such 
branches  of  knowledge  2\s  are  not  taught  in  the  various 
universities/"  It  will  do  no  such  thing.  It  will  injure 
those  universities,  nuher,  if  it  has  unv  eti'ect,  by  withdraw- 
ing from  them  some  portion  of  the  patronage  for  which 
thev  are  all  strusrsrliuir,  and  of  which  so  few  o^et  a  full  meal. 
Such  a  school,  thou,  I  think,  is  scarcely  now  necessary. 
In  this  citv  it  would  bo,  to  sav  no  more,  verj'  far  from  gen- 
erally usotul.  It  would  hardfv  apj:n>ar  to  be  an  instrumen- 
tality coming  up  to  the  sonv>rous  promise  of  '*  increasing 
and  ditfusing  knowledge  among  men/'  Who  would  its 
pupils  Iv??  Who  i.vufd  atlonf  to  cv>me  all  the  way  to 
\ViVshiugtou  from  the  S^^utlu  West,  and  North  to  learn 
architecture^  navigativMi,  and  do'.nostio  science  ?  Certainly 
only  the  sons  of  the  wealthy,  who  would  hardly  come,  if 
they  could,  to  lettiti  lu^*  suoh'  branch  of  homely  knowledge. 
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Von  might  collect  sorae  few  atudents  in  the  District  and 
tbc  bordera  of  the  adjacent  States;  but  for  any  purpose  of 
wide  Qtility  the  school  would  be  no  more  felt  tfian  so  much 
Hunsbino  on  tbe  poles.  Meantime  here  would  be  your  pro- 
I'essore,  their  salaries  running  on,  yonr  books,  and  appa- 
ratus, and  edifices,  a  show  of  things — a  pretty  energetic 
difiusin?  of  the  fiind,  not  much  diffusion  of  knowledge. 

I  ehall  venture,  then,  to  move  to  strike  out  all  those  parts 
of  the  bill  which  indicate  the  particular  mode  in  which  the 
bequest  is  to  be  applied  to  the  increase  and  difl'ueion  of 
Icnowledge.  I  except  the  provision  for  experiments  in  seeds 
and  plants,  on  which  I  will  say  a  word  hereafter.  If  this 
moiion  prevails  the  whole  question  will  recur  :  What  shall 
■^edo  with  the  fund? 

It  baa  seemed  to  me  that  there  are  two  applications  of  it 
wliich  may  just  now  meet  with  favor. 

In  the  first  place,  to  begin  with  the  least  important,  I 
■»<iopt,  with  some  raodifiations,  the  suggestion  in  the  bill 
*bat  lectures   be  delivered  in  this  city  for  two  or  three 
months  during  every  session  of  Congress.     These  Irctures 
should  be  delivered  not  by  professors  permanently  fixed 
licrc,  upon  annual  salaries,  to  do  nothing  in  the  recess  of 
-ongress,  or  to  do  nothing  that  cannot  be  as  well  done  at 
10  hundred  and  fifty  other  places,  but  by  gentlemen  emi- 
er»t  in  science  and  literature,  holding  situations  elsewhere, 
*ncl  coming  hither  under  the  stimulations  and  with  the 
^■^^tiition    of   a  special   and    conspicuous   retainer.     They 
^ight  be  professors  of  colleges,  men  of  letters,  persons  dis- 
"^•ngnishcd  in  the  professions,  or  otherwise.     Names  will 
*>e<-«rto  you  all  which  I  need  not  mention;  and  their  lec- 
'Qfea  should  be  adapted  to  their  audiences.     Who  would 
ftjeir  audiences  be  ?     Members  of  Congress  with  their  fam- 
jl'^s,  members  of  the  Government  with  theirs,  some  inhab- 
itants of  this  city,  some  few  strangers  who  occasionally 
''f*rior  us  with  visits  of  curiosity  or  business.     They  would 
o^s   public  men,  of  mature  years  and  minds;  educated,  dis- 
<;'V»Uned  to  some  degree,  of  liberal  curiosity,  and  apprcci- 
''^lon  of  generous  and  various  knowledge.     Such  would  be 
two  audience.     The  lectures  should  bo  irumcd  accordingly. 
1   <io  not  tliiuk  thoy  should  be  confined  to  three  or  tour 
physical  sciences  in  their  applications  to  the  arts  of  life — 
»»uvigation,  useful  or  hurtful  insects  and  animals,  the  ventil- 
Jfttion   of  rooms,   or   the   smoking  of  chimneys.     This  is 
Knowledge,  to  be  sure;  but  it  is  not  all  knowledge,  nor 
"balfof  it,  nor  the  beat  of  it.     Why  should  not  such  an 
fiudience  hear  something  of  the  philosophy  of  history,  of 
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classical  and  of  South  American  antiquities,  of  intern 
tional  law,  of  the  grandeur  and  decline  of  States,  of  tb 

{)rogreBS  and  eras  of  freedom,  of  ethics,  of  intellectual  phi- 
osophy,  of  art,  taste,  and  literature  in  its  most  comprehei 
sive  and  noblest  forms?     Why  should  they  not  hear  sue 
lectures  as  Sir  James  Macintosh  delivered  when  a  youn 
man  to  audiences  among  whom  were  Canning,  and  such 
he  ?     Would  it  not  be  as  instructive  to  hear  a  first-rat::::::^ 
scholar  and  thinker  demonstrate  out  of  a  chapter  of  Gree 
or  Italian  history  how  dreadful  a  thing  it  is  for  a  cluster 
young  and  fervid  democracies  to  dwell  side  bj  side,  in<SZ^^ 
pendent  and  disunited^  as  it  would  to  hear  a  chemist  maintam.  q 
that  to  raise  wheat  you  must  have  some  certain  proportic^n 
of  lime  in  the  soil  ?    But  the  subjects  of  lectures  would  ^zyf 
course  be  adapted  to  time,  place,  and  circumstances,  an^d 
varied  with  them.     Whatever  they  should  treat  of,  th^jr 
would  be  useful.     They  would  recreate,  and  refresh,  and 
instruct  you.     They  would  relieve  the  monotony,  and  soften 
the  austerity,  and  correct  all  the  influences  of  this  kind    of 
public  service. 

But,  Mr.  President,  all  this  is  no  administration  of  tine 
fund ;  all  this  ought  to  cost  less  than  five  thousand  dollcfc-Ts 
a  year.     We  could  not  sustain  more  than  one  lecture  ii"^  a 
week,  nor  that  for  more  than  three  months  of  any  sessio  b. 
Here  is  an  accumulated  interest  of  two  hundred  thousa.  »ad 
dollars;  and  here  is  an  annual  interest  of  thirty  thousar^d* 
of  which  thus  far  I  have  provided  for  an  expenditure      of 
some  five  thousand  only.     What  will  you  do  with  the  rei^V 
It  is  easy  to  waste  this  money ;  it  is  easy  to  squander"  it 
in  jobs,  salaries,  quackeries ;    it  is   easy,  even  under  ^  "l® 
forms  of  utility,  to  disperse  and  dissipate  it  in  little  r^  *^^ 
and  drops,  imperceptible  to  all  human  sense,  carrying  it    ^^ 
by  an  insensible  and  ineffectual   evaporation,     feut,  si^^^ 
take  it  that  we  all  earnestly  desire — I  am  sure  the  Seni3t*^^ 
from  Ohio  does  so — so  to  dispense  it  as  to  make  it  tell-        i 
am  sure  we  all  desire  to  see  it,  instead  of  being  carried     ^^ 
invisibly  and  wastefully,  embody  itself  in  some  form,  so^^® 
exponent  of  civilization,  permanent,  palpable,  conspicuo '■^®» 
useful.     And  to  this  end  it  has  seemed  to  me,  upon    ^ 
most  mature  reflection,  that  we  cannot  do  a  safer,  sa^^^^' 
more  unexceptionable  thing  with  the  income,  or  witl^ 
portion  of  the  income — perhaps  twenty  thousand  dolla^^ 
year  for  a  few  years — than  to  expend  it  in  accumulatin  ''"^ 


grand  and  noble  public  library — one  which,  for  van^^^^T^ 
extent,  and  wealth,  shall  be,  and  be  confessed  to  be,  equa^l 
any  now  in  the  world. 
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I  Bay  for  a  few  years.     Twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year, 
for  twenty-five  years,  are  five  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
^d  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  discreetly  expended,  not 
^Ja  hibliomaniac,  but  by  a  man  of  sense  and  reading,  thor- 
ooghly  instructed  in  bibliography,  would  so  far,  very  tar, 
fewaras  the  purchase  of  nearly  as  good  a  library  as  Europe 
<5an  boast.    I  mean  a  library  of  printed  books,  as  distinct 
fnm  manuscripts.     Of  course  such  a  sum  would  not  pur- 
<^iiaae  the  number  of  books  which  some  old  libraries  are 
^ported  to  contain.    It  would  not  buy  the  700,000  of  the 
®oyal  Library  at  Paris,  the  largest  in  the  world ;  nor  the 
^0,000  or  600,000  of  that  of  Munich,  the  largest  in  Ger- 
^^tky;  nor  the  300,000,  400,000,  or  500,000  of  those  of 
Viexxna  and  St.  Petersburg,  and  the  Vatican  at  Rome,  and 
^P^nhagen,  and  the  Bodleian  at  Oxford.    But  mere  num- 
w^  of  volumes  afford  a  very  imperfect  criterion  of  value. 
^OBe  old  libraries  have  been  so  long  in  collecting ;  acci- 
detit  and  donation,  which  could  not  be  rejected,  have  con- 
tribvited  so  much  to  them,  a  general  and  indiscriminate 
system  of  accumulation  gathers  up,  necessarily,  so  much 
tra%Vi ;  there  so  many  duplicates  and  quadruplicates,  and  so 
ijaaoy  books  and  editions  which  become  superseded,  that 
in^re  bulk  and  mere  original  cost  must  not  terrify  us.    Pon- 
dtTantur  non  numerantur.     Accordingly  the  Library  of  the 
University  at  Gottingen,  consisting  of  perhaps  two  hundred 
thousand  volumes,  but  well  chosen,  selected  for  the  most 
part,  within  a  century,  and  to  a  considerable  extent  by  a 
Bingle  great  scholar,  fHeyne,)  is  perhaps  to-day  as  valuable 
B  collection  of  printed  books  as  any  in  the  world.     Towards 
the  accumulation   of  such  a  library,  the  expenditure  of 
two-thirds  of  this  income  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  would 
make,  let  me  say,  a  magnificent  advance.     And  such  a  step 
taken,  we  should  never  leave  the  work  unfinished ;    yet 
when  it  should  be  finished,  and  your  library  should  rival 
anything  which  civilization  has  ever  had  to  show,  there 
would  still  be  the  whole  principal  of  your  fund  unexpended, 
yielding  its  income  forever,  for  new  and  varying  applica- 
tions for  increasing  and  diff'using  knowledge  in  the  world. 

[Mr.  Choate  here  read  a  letter  of  Professor  Torrey,  of 
Burlington,  showing  at  what  reduced  prices  valuable  books 
may  now  be  purchased.] 

I  hesitate,  from  an  apprehension  of  being  accused  of  en- 
tering too  far  into  a  kind  of  dissertation  unsuited  to  this 
assembly  of  men  of  business,  to  suggest  and  press  one-half 
the  considerations  which  satisfy  my  mind  of  the  propriety 
of  this  mode  of  expenditure.     Nobody  can  doubt,  I  think, 


314  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

that  it  comes  within  the  terms  and  spirit  of  the  tr 
That  directs  us  to  ''  increase  and  diffuse  knowled^  am< 
men."    And  do  not  the  judgments  of  all  the  wise— d 
not  the  experience  of  all  enlightened  States — does  not 
whole  history  of  civilization,  concur  to  declare  that  a  v; 
ous  and  ample  library  is  one  of  the  surest,  most  constf 
most  permanent,  and  most  economical  instrumentalitiei 
increase  and  diffuse  knowledge  ?    There  it  would  be— dc 
ble  as  liberty,  durable  as  the  Union ;  a  vast  storehouse 
vast  treasury,  of  all  the  facts  which  make  up  the  historj 
man  and  of  nature,  so  far  as  that  history  has  been  writte 
of  all  the  truths  which  the  inquiries  and  experiences  of 
the  races  and  ages  have  found  out;    of  all  the  opini< 
that  have  been  promulgated ;  of  all  the  emotions,  imag 
sentiments,  examples,  of  all  the  richest  and  most  instruct 
literatures :  the  whole  past  speaking  to  the  present  and 
future ;  a  silent,  yet  wise  and  eloquent  teacher ;  dead  ; 
speaking — not  dead !  for  Milton  has  told  us  that  a  "  ffc 
book  is  not  absolutely  a  dead  thing — the  precious  life-blo 
rather  of  a  master  spirit;  a  seasoned  life  of  man  embalm 
and  treasured  up  on  purpose  to  a  life  beyond  life."    Is  tl 
not  an  admirable  instrumentality  to  increase  and  diffi 
knowledge  among  men  ?    It  would  place  within  the  ret 
of  our  mind,  of  our  thinkers,  and  investigators,  and  sol 
ars,  all,  or  the  chief,  intellectual  and  literary  materials, 
food  and  instruments,  now  within  the  reach  of  the  c 
vated  foreign  mind ;  and  the  effect  would  be  to  increase 
amount  of  individual  acquisition,  and  multiply  the  nu7 
of  the  learned.     It  would  raise  the  standard  of  our  f 
arship,  improve  our  style  of  investigation,  and  commuj 
an  impulse  to  our  educated  and  to  the  general  mind.    ' 
is  no  library  now  in  this  country,  I  suppose,  containin 
50,000  volumes.     Many  there   are  containing   less, 
from  the  nature  of  the  case,  all  have  the  same  woi 
that  I  do  not  know,  that  of  all  the  printed  books 
world,  we  have  in  this  country  more  than  50,000  c 
works.     The  consequence  has  been  felt  and  lamentc 
our  authors  and  all  our  scholars.     It  has  been  o' 
that  Gibbon's  history  could  not  have  been  writtwi 
want  of  books.    I  suppose  that  Hallam's  Middle  •/ 
his   Introduction  to  the  Literature  of  El 
Irving's  Columbus  was  written  iu 
men  was  prepared  to  be 
this  inadequate  supp^v 
dies  with  a  subject? 
spirit  and  with  ar 


ai:hievcment ;  goes  a  tittie  way,  tinda  that  a  dozen  books, 
one  book,  perhaps,  is  indispetiaiible,  which  cannot  be  found 
this  side  of  Gottingen  or  Oxford  ;  it  tires  of  the  pursuit,  or 
abandons  it  altogether,  or  substitutes  some  shallow  conjec- 
ture for  a  deep  and  accurate  research,  and  there  an  end. 
Cet  me  refer  to  a  passage  or  two  of  the  complainta  of  stu- 
dious men  on  this  subject : 

"An  extenfivQ  library,  aasweriDg  Ui  the  wants  of  literary  men  who  are 

to  hm  it,  1b  cBBentinI  to  tlia  [mblic  niid  effectual  promotion  of  learning.     In 

this  country  the  want  of  large  libraries,  is  a.  serious  digcoiiragemenC  of  su< 

perior  attainments  and  accurals  researches  in  almoat  every  walk  of  itudy. 

Tbo  lims  necersary  for  reading  or  examining  a  particular  book  is  often 

ooneuined  in  altempta  tn  discover  or  obtain  it  i  and  frequently,  after  every 

eflTort,  il  cannot  ba  procured.     Wo  am  obliged  to  give  over  our  inquiries  on 

***l>JecU  where  wB  wouid  arrive  at  fulness  and  exflutnpss  in  our  linowledge, 

^^e^uan  destitute  of  the  aasigtunce  which  the  learned,  in  the  isme  track  of 

^**mI J,  have  furnished,  or  to  eonlinuo  tbem  under  the  disadvantage  of  Igno- 

'■^■lc«  r«cp«cting  what  has  been  done  bj  otberf.     Thus  wo  are  liable  l^  ba 

•^cupied  in  solving  diffltultiw  which  hnve  been  already  cleared,  discussing 

^^^^Klloaa  which  bavo  been  already  dt^clded,  and  digging  in  mines  of  lil«ra- 

^^U'n  which  former  agca  have  exhausted.     Every  one  who  has  been  in  the 

*"*y  of  pursuing  any  branch  of  study  in  our  country  beyond  the  mere  ele- 

'"^^nfai,  or  thepotitd  and  popular  literature  of  tho  time,  knows  how  soon  tho 

P^ot;r«st  is  otVen  arrested  for  want  of  books.     This  is  not  tho  case  merely 

7?^*-h  pvrsonsof  moderate  men ns,  who  aro  unablo  to  purchase  a  library  of 

^*r  awn,  but  it  is  a  want  felt  under  tho  most  favorable  circumstances. 

It  is  also  or  great  importance  that  the  library  of  a  university  should 

Eood,  ample,  muniHeent;   a  deposit  of  the 
^vous  thing  to  bo  stopped  short  in  tho  midst 

._  ...,,...._,  ...  , ,..  ....  very  book  that  throw*  moat  light  upon  it; 

^'**3  Ihe  progress  of  learning  must  he  small  indeed  among  us,  so  long  as  tbo 
•*M«l»snt  must  send  across  the  Atlantic  at  every  turn  for  the  necessary  aids 
r^  **!•  ^rsuils.  It  is  not  with  us  as  il  is  in  Europe,  where  very  many  libra- 
^'**  «list,  and  where  what  is  not  contained  in  onelnay  bo  found  in  another; 
■5*^^  tho  learned  aro  able  to  aid  each  other's  labors  by  furnishing  mutually, 
^^  4«^red,  extracts  and  references  to  such  books  as  may  exist  at  one  place 
^''4  (sil  at  another.  To  sny  nothing  of  our  two  best  libraries  being  rema(« 
^^J**«»  each  other  and  from  inany_  parts  of  tho  co'jntry,  they  are  themselves, 
TT^^onne,  inadequate.  In  making  one  tolerably  complete  department  ez- 
g^^<««)y  chosen  for  that,  and  entirely  devoted  lo  it,  we  might  easily  comprise 
^^  Knount  of  books  in  our  largest  collection.  When  it  is  addod  that  the 
^^''Hrips  mentioned  aro  miscellaneous,  their  number  of  boohs  email,  as  tbe 
P*"**  total  is  scattered  over  all  tho  parts  of  knowledge,  and  many  introduced 
"J'  separate  contributions  without  mutual  reference  to  each  other,  it  is  obvi- 
^?^  Uiat,  comparatively  speaking,  tbo  best  must  be  extremely  defective." — 
"'■^CA  Ameriean  Remeui,  vol.  8,  p.  192. 

*'  "What  public  library  in  this  country  contains  tho  materiaU  for  an  accu- 

T^t*»  history  of  any  one  department  of  science?    Take  even  the  most  lim- 

^?**.  or  rattier  ono  of  the  most  recent  of  all,  the  science  of  political  eoonoroy. 

~**<i  our  researehos  aro  confined  to  one  definite  period.     We  buvo  no  dusty 

^^iiina  to  explore,  no  time-worn  manuscripts  to  deoiiiher.    The  origin  of 

™*  scianco  is  within  tho  memory  of  our  fnlhol's,  and  wo  ourselves  bavo 

■^^in^utd  its  sudden  growth  and  rapid  development.     Yet  how  much  is  to 

~^4onD,  how  many  authorities  to  bo  weighed,  how  many  different  treatises 

*^,b<>  analysed  and  compared,  before  wo  can  venture  to  say:  Hero  Is  the 

•tiHQry;   for  such  was  tho  rise,  suah  the  prORross,  such  the  changes  of 

«{*tiiont,  such  tho  rcceivci)  and  stioh  tho  rcjecleu  theories  of  political  cc 


■  ft  IS  also  of  great  importam 
*"**■  only  bo  good,  but  very  g( 
•grid's  knowledge.  It  is  a  grfe 
^"    ?**  inquiry  for  perhaps  the  ve 
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omy  I     The  writers  of  the  first  French  school,  of  the  Scotch  school,  (and, 
if  wo  wish  for  history,  we  must  go  heyond  the  puhlication  of  Adam  Smith's 

freat  work,)  the  Italian,  the  new  French,  and  the  new  English  schools,  all 
ave  not  merely  a  claim  upon  our  attention,  hut  are  entitled  to  a  full  and 
accurate  examination.  And  even  then  our  task  would  be  incomplete  ;  for 
literary  justice  would  require  us  to  trace,  through  the  works  of  general 
political  writers,  the  hints  and  remarks  which  have  contributed  to  the  prog- 
ress of  the  branch  wo  are  studying,  bv  the  discovery  of  truth  or  by  the 
exposition  of  error.  If  such  bo  the  ooligation  of  the  student  whose  re- 
searches are  confined  to  a  subject  so  new,  what  must  be  the  necessities  of 
the  historian  who  attempts  to  throw  light  upon  those  periods,  for  which  the 
testimony  of  printed  authorities  is  to  be  confronted  with  that  of  manuscripts 
and  public  documents,  and  where  ignorance  and  prejudice  have  combined 
with  the  more  powerful  incentives  of  interest  to  perplex  his  path  by  contra- 
dictory statements  and  confiicting  opinions  1 

**  Books  arc  needed,  not  confined  to  any  single  branch,  but  embracing 
the  whole  range  of  science  and  of  literature,  which  shall  suppler  the  means 
of  every  species  of  research  and  inquiry,  and  which,  placed  within  reaci 
of  all,  shall  leave  idleness  no  excuse  for  the  lightness  of  its  labors,  aii(' 
poverty  no  obstacles  which  industry  may  not  surmount. 

**  Whoever  reflects,  though  but  for  a  moment,  upon  the  numero^^ 
branches  into  which  modern  literature  runs,  and  remembers  that  the  lit€^  "^^ 
ary  glory  of  a  nation  can  only  be  secured  by  a  certain  degree  of  success, 
each  of  them — whoever  considers  the  immense  mass  of  varied  materii 
without  which  no  historical  work  of  importance  can  be  composed,  or 
extensive  learning  which  is  required  of  even  the  most  gifted  genius  of 
age  like  ours,  and  adds  to  these  considerations  the  general  and  undent 
fact  that  of  those  who  would  gladly  devote  themselves  to  literature, 
few  can  ever  hope  to  obtain  by  their  own  resources  the  command  o 
works  that  are  essential  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  their  studies 
be  ready  to  acknowledge  that  wo  have,  as  yet,  done  but  a  small  pj 
what  may  be  iustly  claimed  from  a  nation  which  aspires  to  the  firsC^ 
for  the  liberality,  and  politeness,  and  high  moral  tone  of  its  civiliz 
Late,  however,  as  we  are  to  begin,  scarce  anything  in  this  departme 
been  accomplished  in  Europe  which  might  not  be  done  with  equal  » 
in  America.  And  so  numerous  and  manifest  are  our  advantages  ii 
important  particulars,  that  a  prompt  will  and  sound  judgment  in  the 
tion  of  it  might,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years,  render  the  Ank.< 
student  nearly  independent  of  those  vast  collections  which,  in  Europe?: 
required  centuries  for  their  formation.  The  undertaking,  howeir_ 
order  to  bo  successful,  should  be  a  national  one.  Without  arguing 
State  is  fully  equal  to  it,  or  that  in  the  bounds  of  any  single  State  it 
not  answer  the  same  purpose,  wo  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  eixl 
ment  of  the  library  of  Congress  upon  those  broad  principles,  the  aj>^^™ 
tion  of  which  to  the  collection  of  books  has  become  a  difiicult  and  ixx^  M^*^ 
ant  art,  would  rpflect  an  honor  upon  the  country  equal  to  the  porro^*^®** 
advantages  which  it  would  secure  to  every,  member  of  the  communit'^^'  '— 
North  American  Review,  vol.  45,  p.  187. 

Yet  these  writers  had  access  to  the  best  library  in  *^ 
country.  jili 

Now  there  are  very  many  among  us,  and  ev" 
shall  have  more,  who  would  feelinfitiv  mA 
Place  within  their  reach  the  li«l 
labors  of  Germany  and 
labors  of  Germany  an ' 
learned  men  would 
studies  deeper  anc* 
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aharfiened ;  the  whole  culture  of  the  commuuity  raised  and 
enriched.  This  is,  indeed,  to  increase  and  ditiuse  knowl- 
edge among  men. 

If  the  terms  of  the  trust,  then,  authorize  this  expenditure, 

why  not  make  it  ?     Not  among  the  principal,  uor  yet  the 

least  of  reasons  for  doing  eo,  is,  that  all  the  while  that  you 

»re  laying  out  your  money,  and  when  you  have  laid  it  out. 

Ton  have  the  money's  worth,  the  value  received,  the  property 

jiurchased,  on  band,  to  show  for  itseif  and  to  speak  for  itselt^ 

'iuppose  the  professors  provided  for  in  the  bill  should  gather 

it  little  circle  of  pupils,  each  of  whom  should  carry  off  with 

iiim  some  small  quotient  of  navigation  or  horticulture,  or 

ranX  economy,  and  the  fund  should  thus  glide  away  and 

-evaporate  in  such  insensible,  inappreciable  appropriations, 

liovt  little  there  would  ho  to  testify  of  it!     whereas  here, 

all  the  while,  are  the  books  ;  here  is  the  value  ;  here  is  the 

visible  property;   here  is  the  oil,  and  here  is  the  light. 

TChere  is  something  to  point  to,  if  you  should  be  asked  to 

«*ccoiint  for  it  unexpectedly,  and  something  to  point  to,  if  a 

*«*aveUer  should  taunt  you  with  the  collections  which  he  has 

~e«n  abroad,  and  which  gild  and  recommend  the  abaolutisma 

f   Vienna  or  St,  I'etersburgh. 

-Another  reason,  not  of  the  strongest  to  be  sure,  for  this 

lode  of  expenditure  is,  that  it  creates  so  few  jobs  and  sine- 

>f«s;  so  little  salaried  laziness.     There  is  no  room  for 

■oubcs  in  it.     All  that  you  need  is  a  plain,  spacious,  flre- 

*«"oof  building ;  a  librarian  and  assistants  ;  an  agent  to  buy 

^OQr  boobs,  and  a  fire  to  sit  by-     For  all  the  rest,  he  who 

^"**-»ita  to  read  goes  and  miniBtera  to  himself.     It  is  an  appli- 

^^t-ion  of  money  that  almost  excludes  the  chances  of  abuses 

il  together. 

^    ^ut  the  decisive  argument  is,  after  all,  that  it  is  an  applies^ 

■5013  the  most  exactly  adapted  to  the  actual  literary  and  scien- 

S^fic  wants  of  the  States  and  the  country.     T  have  said  that 

'■'bother  college  is  not  needed  here,  because  there  are  enough 

^O'W;  and  another  might  do  harm  as  much  as  good.     But 

^'•»*t  which   is   wanted   for   every    college,  for   the   whole 

"Country,  for  every  studious  person,  is  a  well-chosen  library, 

**>iiaewhere  among  us,  of  three  or  four  hundred  thousand 

"^*okB.     Where  is  such  a  one  to  be  collected  ?     How  is  it 

^»  te  done  ?     Who  is  to  do  it  ?     Of  the  hundred  and  fifty 

*^lUge3,  more  or  less,  distributed  over  the  country,  one  has 

*  Mbrary  of  perhaps  fifty  thousand  volumes ;  others  havu 

?O0il  ones,  though  less ;  others  smaller,  and  smaller,  down 

^  Bcarcely  anything.     With  one  voice  they  unite,  teacher 

atij  pupil,  with  every  scholar  and  thinker,  in  proclaiming 
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the  want  of  more.  But  where  are  they  to  come  from  ?  No 
State  18  likely  to  lay  a  tax  to  create  a  college  library,  or  a 
ci^  library.  No  death-bed  ^ft  of  the  rich  can  be  expected 
to  do  it.  How,  then,  ie  this  one  grand  want  of  learning  to 
be  relieved  ?  It  can  be  done  by  you,  and  by  yon  only.  By 
a  providential  occurrence,  it  is  not  only  placed  within  your 
conBtitutional  power,  but  it  baa  become  your  duty ;  you 
have  pledged  your  faith ;  you  have  engaged  to  the  dead  and 
living  that,  without  the  charge  of  one  dollar  on  the  people, 
you,  you  will  meet  the  universal  and  urgent  demand  by  the 
precise  and  adequate  supply.  By  such  a  librair  as  you  cao 
collect  here  something  will  be  done,  much  will  be  done,  to 
help  every  college,  everv  school,  every  studious  man,  every 
writer  and  thinker  in  tlie  country  to  just  what  is  wanted 
most.  Inquirers  after  truth  may  come  here  and  search  for 
it.  It  will  do  no  harm  at  all  to  pass  a  few  studious  weeks 
among  these  scenes.  Having  pushed  their  investigations  aa 
far  as  they  may  at  home,  and  nsccrtaincd  just  what,  aDd 
how  much  more,  of  helps  they  require,  let  them  come 
hither  and  find  it.  Let  them  rcplemsh  themselves,  and 
then  go  back  and  make  distribution  among  their  pupils ; 
ay,  through  the  thousand  channels,  and  by  the  thousand 
voices  of  the  press,  let  them  make  distribution  among  the  . 
people  !    Let  it  be  so  that — 


I  have  no  objection  at  all — I  should  rejoice  rather — to  6> 
the  literary  representatives  of  an  instructed  people   co' 
hither,  not  merely  for  the  larger  legislation  and  jurisp 
deuce,  but  for  the  rarer  and  higher  knowledge.     I  am  qta. 
willing,  not  only  that  our  "Amphyctionic  Council  "  sho  m 
sit  here,  bnt  that  it  should  find  itself  among  some  sa.: 
scenes  and   influences   as   surrounded  that  oTd  renow 
assembly;  the  fountain  of  purer  waters  than  those  of 
talia ;  the  temple  and  the  oracle  of  our  Apollo  .'     It  will- 
good  to  have  your  educated  men  come  to  Washington 
what  has  heretofore  coat  voyages  lo  Germany.     They  "v" 
be  of  all  the  parts  of  the  country,     Tlioy  will  becomo 
quainted  with  each  other.     They  will  contract  friendsli 
and  mutual  regards.     They  will  go  away  not  on] 
scholars,  but  better  unioniBt* 
great  library  moulds  a1' 
in  a,  sense  of  wbi*' 
together. 

I  have  intimatf 
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or  university  of  any  description,  even  the  liigiieBt,  should  be 
at  present  established  here.  But  let  it  be  considered  by  the 
enlightened  friends  of  that  object,  if  such  there  are,  that 
even  if  your  eingte  purpose  were  to  create  such  a  university, 
you  could  possibly  begin  in  no  way  so  judiciously  aa  by  col- 
lecting a  great  library.  Useful  in  the  other  modes  which  I 
have  indicated,  to  a  university  it  is  everything.  It  is  as 
needful  as  the  soul  to  the  body.  While  you  are  doubting, 
then,  what  to  do,  what  you  will  have,  you  can  do  nothing 
so  properly  as  to  begin  to  be  accumulating  the  books  which 
you  will  require  on  whatever  permancut  plan  of  application 
ji"©!!  at  last  determine. 

I  do  not  expect  to  hear  it  said  in  this  assembly  that  this 

expenditure  for  a  library  will  benefit  a  few  only,  not  the 

znass ;  that  it  is  exclusive  and  of  the  nature  of  monopoly. 

I  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  this  fund  is  a  gift ;  that  we  take 

ASt  jast  as  it  is  given  ;  and  that  by  its  terms  it  must  be  dis- 

^oUFBed  here.     Any  possible  administration  of  it,  therefore, 

»s  exposed  to  the  cavil  that  all  cannot  directly,  and  literally, 

*n<i  equally  partake  of  it.     How  many  and  of  what  classes 

*f  youth  from  Louisiana,  or  Ulinoie,  or  New  England,  for 

*3tainp!e,  can  attend  the  lectures  of  your  professor  of  astron- 

^DQy  ?     But  I  say  it  is  a  positive  and  important  argument 

■•pr  the  mode  of  application  which  I  urge,  that  it  is  so  diffu- 

?*'^e.     Think  of  the  large  absolute  numbers  of  those  who, 

jl     ***  the  succession  of  years,  will  come  and  partake  directly 

^*~    these  stores  of  truth  and  knowledge  !      Think  of  the 

^tirnbera  without  number  who,  through  them,  who  by  them 

'^_*iireetly,  will  partake  of  the  same  stores  !     Studious  men 

j^'ll  come  to  learn  to  speak  and  write  to  and  for  the  g£OW- 

^ja;    millions  of  a  generally  educated  community.      They 

!^*«1  learn  that  they  may  communicate.     They  cannot  hoard 

^  they  would,  and  they  would  not  if  they  could.     They 

^■•ce  in  Crust  to  distribute;  and  every  motive  of  ambition, 

*^  interest,  of  duty,  will  compel  them  to  distribute.     They 

Jj^y  in  gross,  to  sell  by  retail.     The  lights  which  they  kin- 

^*  here  will  not  be  set  under  a  bushel,  hut  will  bum  on  a 

'*'C>U8and  hille.     No,  sir;  a  rich  and  public  library  is  no 

!|*^ti-republican  monopoly.     Who  was  the  old  Egyptian  king 

**at  inscribed  on  bis  library  the  words — the  dispensary  of 

■■*  e  Boul  ?     You  might  quite  as  well  inscribe  on  it — armory, 

*'*id  light,  and  fountain  of  liberty  ! 

,.  It  may  possibly  be  inquired  what  account  I  make  of  the 
"  orary  of  Congress.  I  answer,  that  I  think  it  already  quite 
E*^od  and  improving;  but  that  its  existence  constitutes  no 
*ort  of  argument  against  the  formation  of  such  a  one  aa  I 
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recomineud.     In  the  theory  of  it,  that  library  is  collected 
merely  to  furnish  Congress  and  the  Government  with  the 
means  of  doing  their  official  business.     In  its  theory  it  most 
be,  in  some  sort,  a  professional  library ;  and  the  expenditure 
we  now  make — five  thousand  dollars  in  a  year,  or,  as  last 
year,  two  thousand  and  five  hundred — can  never  carry  it  up 
to  the  rank  and  enable  it  to  fulfill  the  functions  of  a  truly 
great  and  general  public  library  of  science,  literature,  and 
art.     The  value  of  books  which  could  be  added  under  th^ 
appropriations    of  the   last   year,   cannot  greatly  exceed 
twenty-two  hundred  dollars.     Doubtless,  however,  in  th^ 
course  of  forming  the  two,  it  would  be  expedient  and  ineir'^ 
table  to  procure  to  a  great  extent  different  books  for  each^ 

I  do  not  think,  Mr.  President,  that  I  am  more  incline 
than  another  to  covet  enviously  anything  which  the  old_ 
civilization  of  Europe  possesses  which  we  do  not.  I  do  i^_  ot 
suppose  that  I  desire,  any  more  than  you,  or  than  any  of 
you,  to  introduce  here  those  vast  inequalities  of  forti 
that  elaborate  luxury,  that  fantastic  and  extreme  refineme^ 
But  I  acknowledge  a  pang  of  envy  and  grief  that  th< 
should  be  one  drop  or  one  morsel  more  of  the  bread 
water  of  intellectual  life  tasted  by  the  European  than  by 
American  mind.  Why  should  not  the  soul  of  this  couni 
cat  as  ffood  food  and  as  much  of  it  as  the  soul  of  Europe 
Why  should  a  German  or  an  Englishman  sit  down  to  a 
past  of  five  hundred  thousand  books,  and  an  Ameri( 
scholar,  who  loves  truth  as  well  as  he,  be  put  on  somethix^^ 
less  than  half  allowance  ?  Can  we  not  trust  ourselves  witft 
so  much  of  so  good  a  thine  ?  Will  our  digestion  be  itB" 
paired  by  it  ?  Arc  we  afraid  that  the  stimulated  and  fervid 
faculties  of  this  young  nation  will  be  oppressed  and  over- 
laid ?  Because  we  have  liberty  which  other  nations  have 
not,  shall  we  reject  the  knowledge  which  they  have  and 
which  we  have  not?  Or  will  you  not  rather  gay,  that, 
because  we  are  free,  therefore  will  we  add  to  our  freedom 
that  deep  learning  and  that  diffused  culture  which  are  its 
grace  and  its  defense  ? 

He  concluded  by  moving  the  following  amendment: 

Strike  out  the  eighth  section  and  insert 

Skc.  8.  Ami  whereas  an  ample  and  well  selected  public  library  contU* 
tiites*  one  of  the  permanent,  constant,  and  effectual  means  of  incremsing  and 
ditrusing  knowledge  among  men  ;  therefore 

B^  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum  not  less  than  $20,000  be  amiuaUy  ex- 
ponded,  of  the  interest  of  the  fund  aforesaid,  in  the  purchase  of  books  and 
niunuscripts  fur  the  formation  of  a  library  of  the  institution  aforesaid, 
which,  fur  its  extent,  variety,  and  value,  shall  be  worthy  of  the  donor  of 
the  said  fund,  and  of  this  nation,  and  of  the  age. 
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Mr.  Tapfak  next  addreBscd  the  Senate,  but  in  so  low  a 
■tone  of  voice  that  only  detached  sentences  of  his  remurka 
Muld  be  board  in  the  gallery.     He  was  understood  to  argue 
ftat  there  was  no  necessity  for  striking  out  the  eighth  sec- 
tion, or  materially  altering  the  bill,  as  it  was  not  incompat- 
ible with  its  proviflionB  to  engraft  upon  it  a  modification  of 
^propoaition  submitted  by  the  Senatorfrom  Massachusetts. 
^alibraiyoQ  a  liberal  scale,  such  as  the  Senator  desii-cd,  was 
deemed  proper.it  would  be  only  necessary  to  add  a  section  to 
^pU  effect  to  the  bill,  striking  out  so  much  of  the  first  sec- 
don  as  relates  to  the  same  subject.     But  he  did  not  concur 
*ith  the  Senator  from  Massachuaetts  that  a  vast  and  costtly 
oiiscellaneous  library  would  meet  the  objects  contemplated 
"y  the  donor  with  this  munificent  fund.     In  addition  to  the 
^Beral  terms  of  bis  expressed  will,  that  this  fund  should  be 
*PpIied  to  the  "  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
p6n,"  it  was  proper  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  lie 
***inself  conceived  this  was  best  to  be  accomplisbed ;  and  in 
'his  inqniry  whatever  instruction  could  be  gleaned  from  his 
^^vn  habits  and  pursuits  should  not  be  disregarded,  in  the 
*l*«ence  of  other  lights.     Mr.   Smithaon  was  an  eminent 
pi"actical  philosopher,  intimately  acquainted  witb  the  prac- 
tical sciences — such  as  chemistry,  mineralogy,  geology,  and 
***>tUral  history — to  the  minute  study  of  W'hicb  he  mainly 
<ievoted  his  life.  Hie  favorite  resort  was  the  Jardin  dea  Flantea 
*t  Paris,  an  institution  in  which  he  found  congregated  al 
t-he  elements  furnished  by  art,  nature,  and  science,  for  pur 
suits  congenial  to  his  own  mind.     There  could  be  little- 
doubt  that,  in  making  this  bequest  to  the  United  States,  ho 
liad  in  view  the   eBtablisliment  of  some  such  institution  as 
the  Jardin  d£s  Planles  in  the  western  hemisphere.     On  this 
reasonable  supposition  the  present  bill  was  framed;  and  to 
»bow  that  it  conformed  closely  to  that  design  he  requested 
a  ileuription  of  that  institution,  which  he  sent  to  the  table, 
would  \>6  rca<l. 

The  description  was  accordingly  read,  but  being  imper- 
fectly lieard  the  substance  only  is  here  given : 

Jax£n  Roi/ai  des  Planks  ou  Jardin  dii  Jioi. — This  inetitu- 
tronowcs  its  origin  to  Guy  de  la  Brosse,  physician  to  Louis 
IlIL    Kichelieu,  Sequicr,  and  Bullion,  inlendaiits  of  biiance 
enabkil  liiin  to  found  a  botanic  garden,  and  to  lay  down  the 
*'        ""Jtiihissuccessorri  carried  to  perfection.     This  germ 
'     '"^'iduring  the  reigns  of  Louis  XIV  and  X\''; 
'^  i»nta  owed  their  excellence  of  arrange- 
"^iTi  during  his  superintendence. 
',  and  he  collected  his  mate- 
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the  Committee  on  the  Library,  it  wonM  receive  more  atten- 
tiOSthBD  it  was  poBsible  to  bestow  upon  it  when  there  before, 
ibWHequence  of  the  absence  of  some  of  its  members;  and 
'  WM  no  doubt  the  propriety  of  providing  for  the  eatabliHli- 
ment  of  a  complete  library  on  a  liberal  Bc-ale — he  would  nut 
Bay  to  the  extent  of  purchiwee  amounting  ai^nually  to  twenty 
thoDsaad,  fifteen  thousand,  or  ten  thousand  dollars,  hut  to 
■n  extent  commensurate  with  the  wants  of  science  and  the 
arts  in  this  country  at  present,  to  be  hereafter  enlarged  as 
might  be  found  necessary.  He  should  be  sorry  to  see  the 
eighth  section  of  the  hill  stricken  out,  for  he  thought  there 
Were  important  provisions  in  it  which  ought  to  be  retained. 
The  professors,  and  everything  going  to  the  principle  ot 
httying  a  college  or  school  connected  with  the  institution, 
shoaldbe  dispensed  with,  but  the  plan  of  employing  emi- 
nent lecturers  should  be  retained.  These  lecturers  could 
wry  well  perform  all  the  experiments  required  by  the  bill 
of  professors.  If  lecturers  of  great  attainments,  even  from 
Europe  were  deemed  necessary,  they  could  be  procured  and 
paid  liberally.  The  donor  of  this  fund  was  too  well  in- 
formed not  to  know  that  in  this  country  the  most  ample 
proviflions  in  school  lands  had  been  made  for  elementary 
education,  and  that  this  fund  was  at  least  equal  to  a  stocfc 
gelding  a  miilion  and  a  half  of  dollars  annually  for   pur- 

eiBof  education.  Ilis  intention  doubtless  was  to  devote 
bequest  to  that  increase  and  dilfusion  of  knowledge 
among  men  which  was  not  to  be  attained  at  existiiig  insti- 
^tious  of  learning  in  this  country ;  and  it  was  obvious  this 
intention  could  be  best  accomplished  by  a  harmonious  blend- 
'ogof  the  propositions  of  the  two  Senators,  properly  modi- 
Bed.  There  was,  however,  ono  part  of  the  plan  he  strongly 
Wjjccted  to  as  unnecessary ;  it  was  that  relating  to  the  estab- 
Iwnuietit  of  a  salaried  hoard  of  managers.  The  wholo  thing 
?f  balloting  in  Congress  for  this  board  of  managers  was  ob- 
jectionable, and  would  lead  to  loss  of  time  and  other  incon- 
'eoientes ;  besides,  the  persons  so  chosen  might  be  the  iiioaj 
Dnfit.  There  was  no  occasion  whatever  for  that  descrip- 
bon  of  management.  A  National  Institute  was  already  m 
Existence  in  the  capital  of  the  government,  created  by  Con- 
Btte,  and  the  objects  of  which  were  peculiarly  appropriate 
*o  those  of  the  trust  now  under  consideration.  The  ofEcers 
?•  this  institute  are  the  ex  officio  officers  of  the  government 
Itself,  the  scientific  residents  of  the  city,  and  the  most  emi- 
*i*iit  professors  of  many  of  the  learned  institutions  of  the 
*^utry.  These  are  all  gentlemen  of  high  attainments  and 
'  ir,  to  whom  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  and  its  diflii'_ 
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■ion  are  labors  of  love,  for  which  they  seek  no  pecuniary 
reward.    To  that  Institute  this  trust  should  be  confidea 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  in  remodeling  the  bill,  the  com- 
mittee would  allow  this  matter  its  due  weight  and  cod- 
eideration. 

Mr.  Tappan  saw  no  necessity  for  recommitting  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Library  or  any  other  committee. 
The  Senate  could,  without  striking  out  the  eighth  sectioix, 
amend  it,  and  incorporate  such  modification  as  mieht  ap- 
prove of  the  proposition  made  by  the  Senator  from  Masesw- 
chusetts. 

Mr.  Pearge  suggested  the  propriety  of  postponing 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow,  by  wl 
time  gentlemen  might  make  up  their  minds  as  to  the  ne< 
■ity  of  remodelling  the  bill. 

Senate,  January  9, 1845. 

The  unfinished  business  from  yesterday  was  the  bill  ^ 
viding  for  the  establishment  of  tne  Smithsonian  Listituta.  ^^P» 
the  consideration  of  which  was  accordingly  resumed,  a^  ^^ 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Tappan  inquired  what  was  the  pending  motion. 

The  Chair  said  it  was  to  recommit  the  bill.  ^ 

Mr.  Woodbury  said,  that  in  compliance  with  the  de^*-"*  ^ 
of  the  Senators  who  took  part  in  tne  discussion  of  yes^fc^^^ 
day,  he  would  for  the  present,  withdraw  his  motion  to  ^^ 
commit. 

Mr.  Choate  also  withdrew  his  motion  of  amendm^  5^*» 
pending  at  the  time  the  Senator  from  New  Hampel^-"*-^ 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso  in  the 
section  of  the  bill,  which  runs  thus : 

Provided^  That  tho  books  to  be  purchased  for  said  institution  shall 
sist  of  works  on  science  and  the  arts,  especially  such  as  relate  to  the  oi 
nary  business  of  life,  and  to  the  various  mechanical  and  other  improveme 
and  discoveries  which  may  be  made. 

His  object  was  to  avoid  a  premature  decision  on  the  point 
at  issue  as  to  the  plan  of  a  general  library,  or  a  special  one 
limited  to  works  on  physical  science.  By  striking  out  the 
proviso,  the  Senate  would  not  commit  itself — the  questioii 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  librarj-  being  reserved  for  amend- 
ment to  another  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tappan  considered  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  pro* 
viso  must  produce  a  test  vote  on  the  very  point;  and  if  that 
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test  was  denred,  it  might  as  well  be  taken  on  it  as  od  anj 
other  amcDdmeDt. 

He  argued  that  a  library  limited  to  tlie  works  on  sciences 
and  the  arts,  specified  in  the  proviso,  would  be  the  only  suit- 
able and  appropriate  library  for  the  institution.  There  waa 
no  necessity  for  another  general  library  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
htgtOD,  where  the  government  had  already  the  library  of 
Congress,  the  librariee  of  the  State,  "War,  Navy  and  other 
pobUc  departments,  annually  augmented  by  means  of  large 
a|nropriatioDa. 

Mr.  WooDBOSY,  before  the  question  of  strikiag  out  the 
proviso  was  taken,  wished  to  ofler  an  amendment  which 
night  render  it  more  acceptable.  He  moved  the  substituta 
fiir  the  words  "  consist  of,"  the  words  "  among  others,  in- 
dade;"  which  would  take  away  the  imperative  injunction 
topnrchase  none  but  books  on  science  and  the  arts. 

Mr.  CitiTTENSBH  was  about  to  suggest  some  such  modi£- 
otioa.  He  thought  the  proviso  might  be  modified  so  as  to 
read, "  That  in  the  purchase  of  books,  it  shall  be  a  principal 
olgect  to  obtain  works,"  Ac,  following  on  with  the  words 
<rf  the  original. 

Mr.  Tappan  said  the  Senator's  object  would  be  attained 
by  Bnbatituting  for  the  words  "  consist  of,"  the  words  prin- 
cipally be." 

^  Mr.  Cbittehdeh  said  that  would  not  exactly  convey  his 
Idea. 

Mr.  Pearcb  preferred  striking  out  the  proviso  altogether. 
If  he  ttoderatood  the  object  aimed  at  by  the  Senator  from 
WMSftchuBetts,  it  was  to  make  the  interest  of  this  munificent 
pequeat  accomplish  the  injunction  of  the  donor,  by  such  an 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men  as  a  com- 
plete national  library,  worthy  of  him  and  this  country  would 
Jindoohtodlj  insure.  The  library  of  Congress,  though  no 
"Tgerthaathe  private  collections  of  many  private  gentle- 
men in  Europe,  had  been  thirty  years  collecting,  and  now 
JOmbered  only  40,000  volumes.  The  library  of  the  British 
■Mosenm  eonsists  of  200,000  volumes ;  yet,  by  a  recent  re- 
^_jyj^  it  appears  that  £100,000  is  required  to  render  it  com- 
Thc  libraries  of  the  government  alluded  to  by  the 
«■  fi'om  Ohio,  are  indispensable  to  the  departments,  as 
^f  CoDgress  to  the  Capitol :  they  cannot  with  due  re- 
"'™9  interests  of  national  legislation,  be  transferred 
'  i  aa  a  national  library.  By  carrying  out  the 
*■-'**"'  ""nator  from  Massachusetts,  a  great 
"  *ke  country  and  the  donor  of  this 
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The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Woodbury's  amendmenti 
and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.   Crittenden  now  moved  his  amendment,  (before 
stated.) 

Mr.'  Choate  thought  it  equally  objectionable ;  its  tendeDCf 
would  be  to  prompt  the  managers  to  the  selection  alone  of 
the  description  of  works  in  some  measure  prescribed.  Hft 
would  infinitely  prefer  the  postponement  of  this  (j^uestion  of 
limitation  till  an  amendment  to  the  eighth  section,  whic\\ 
he  had  in  view,  should  come  up.  He  hoped  the  simple 
motion  to  strike  out  the  proviso  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Crittenden  withdrew  his  motion. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Tappan  in  favor  of  retflixiv- 
inff  the  proviso, 

The  question   was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Choc^'t®» 
and  the  proviso  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Choate  now  moved  to  insert  in  the  fifth  section* 
which  enumerates  the  duties  of  the  superintendent,  so  m-'CJ^ 
of  the  succeeding  sections  as  the  following  words  cont^fc'"*-^' 
"And  he  (the  superintendent)  shall  make  experiment^  ^**^ 
determine  the  utility  and  advantage  of  new  modes  ani  ^*^" 
strumcnts  of  culture;    to   determine   whether  new  fru**-^' 
plants,  and  vegetables  may  be  cultivated  to  advantage      ^ 
the  United  States ;   and  all   such   fruits,  plants,  seeds,  ^^^^ 
vegetables  as  shall  be  found  useful,  and  adapted  to  any  ~ 
our  soils  and  climate,  shall  be  distributed  among  the  peop-*^ 
of  the  Union."     This  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Senatc^^ 
from  Ohio,  so  far  as  regarded  the  professor  of  agricultuP^ 
and  horticulture.     It  was  his  design  to  move  afterwards  t(7 
strike  out  the  7th  section,  which  provides  for  a  corps  of  pro- 
fessors, and  to  offer. a  substitute. 

Mr.  Tappan  thought  there  were  other  professors  equally 
indispensable — such  as  one  on  chemistry  and  one  on  astron- 
omy. If  a  professor  of  astronomy  were  attached  to  the  in- 
stitution, the  observatory  could  be  confided  to  its  care,  and 
the  very  valuable  instruments  it  contains  would  afford  &ciU 
ities  for  the  study  of  that  branch  of  science  at  the  capital 
not  to  be  obtained  elsewhere  in  the  Union.  Chemistry  was 
also  intimately  connected  with  the  objects  of  the  institution. 

Mr.  CuoATB  said  discussion  on  these  points  would  come 
up  on  a  future  motion  he  should  make. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  the  amendment  adopted. 

Mr.  Choate  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  7th  section,  and 
to  insert  in  lieu  of  it  the  following : 

Section  7,  strike  out  all  after  the  enactiDg  clause,  and  insert,  "  That  the 
board  of  managers  shaU  employ  competent  persons  to  deliver  lectures,  or 
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cuutMB  of  Ifcturea,  in  tbe  instilulton,  upon  literaliirc,  Bcieccc,  and  art.  and 
>liB  applicattoa  of  Miience  and  art,  during  the  BfasiooB  of  CongreM  ;  to  make 
tf^Uliona  mpecling  attendance  tberuon  ;  to  fix  the  rates  of  compeiisa- 
^'<a  therefor ;  and  to  prescribe  from  time  to  time,  Ibu  BubjecU  of  Buoh  lec< 
tuna,  having  ri^|;ard  to  tbe  cbaracter  of  the  audience  boforo  whom  tbev  are 
dHiTRTod,  and  the  intent  of  tbo  donor^lhat  IB  to  la^,  the  increaae  ana  dif- 
fuiian  of  knowledge  among  men. 

The  ftmendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Choatb  next  moved  to  strike  oat  the  8th  scctiou,  and 
to  substitute  the  following: 

Skc.  B.  And  whereas  an  ample  and  weU-aelecled  public  library  consti- 
lut«fl  uDo  of  ibe  most  permanent,  conatanl,  and  oH'eclual  meana  of  increas- 
foi;  and  diffusing  knowledge  among  men  ;  tboreforu 

-Se  il  further  maeled,  That  an  annual  expendituro,  bo  made  from  tbe  in- 
•*ra«tDf  the  fund  aforesaid,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  managers,  on 
*fc«  ^rcbase  of  books  and  manuBcripta  for  IhB  formation  of  ft  library  of  the 
ln*t«tution  aforesaid,  which,  for  its  eitent,  variety,  and  value,  (ball  be  wor- 
tby   of  the  donor  of  tha  said  fund,  and  of  this  nation  and  of  the  age. 

Mr.  Chittenden  moved  to  add  to  it  a  proviBO  that,  in 
the  purchase  of  books  for  said  institution,  it  should  be  re- 
.jjai-di'd  as  a  principal  object  to  purchase  works  on  science 
*ocl  the  arte,  especially  such  as  relate  to  the  ordinary  busi- 
uesA  of  life,  and  to  the  various  raeelmnieal  and  other  iniprove- 
ittents  and  discoveries  which  may  be  made. 

Mr.  Choate  argued  that  this  limitation  was  not  only  un- 
necessary, but  would  most  certainly  prove  injurious.     It  was 
"nneceseary,  because  no  national  library,  such  as  he  con- 
teoiplated,  and  such  as  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  authorize, 
«*_urd  be  made  complete  without  every  one  of  the  works  on 
science  and  the  arts  which  the  Senators  for  Ohio  and  Ken- 
^^cky  could  possibly  desire.     The  proviso  would  operate 
Injuriously,  by  rajsing  a  constitutional  question  of  disputa- 
tVon  among  the  managers  as  to  the  quantity  of  money  to  be 
spplied  to  this  special  description  of  books,  and  to  general 
literature.     If  it  was  stated  that,  out  of  a  given  sum,  two- 
thirds  should  be  devoted  to  these  books,  and  one-third  to 
flther  boobs,  they  could  easily  agree ;  but  indefinitely  direct- 
ing a  preference,  would  be  to  Hmit  exceedingly  in  effect  the 
jiortioD  to  be  devoted  to  works  of  general  literature. 

This  point  was  debated  at  great  length  by  Messrs.  Critten- 
den, Choate,  and  Woodbury:  Mr.  Choate  being  opposed  to 
any  proviso,  and  Messrs.  Crittenden  and  Woodbury  in  favor 
of  one  sufficiently  explanatory  to  show  a  preference  for  the 
works  indicated,  without  putting  an  undue  restriction  on 
the  purchase  of  all  other  books  suitable  to  a  general  library. 
Mr.  UlVES  Buid  he  should  feel  very  great  repugnance  to 
any  provision  in  this  bill  which  should  assume  to  recognize 
any  important  distinction  between  the  ditieront  brauLhes  of 
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human  knowledge.  The  general  object  of  this  bequest— of 
which  we  are  constituted  the  trustee — is  described  to  be  the 
**  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  Now, 
if  we  were  to  have  a  librarjr  at  all  to  carry  out  this  great  l,ii 
object,  it  really  seemed  to  him  that  that  library  ought  to  be  I::-  * 
coextensive  with  the  limits  of  human  knowledge.  Someoi  fr'^ 
his  honorable  friends  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  had  dropped, 
observations  in  the  course  of  this  debate — and  he  had  hear^ 
them  with  surprise — which  would  seem  to  imply  that  moraX 
science  is  not  knowledge,  and  that  nothing  but  what  are  re- 
garded as  the  natural  sciences — astronomy,  mathematic^s, 
and  others  of  that  class — is  knowledge.  The  ^reat  field  oi 
modern  inquiry  relating  to  the  moral  and  political  sciencsoft 
is  not  to  be  considered  at  all  as  a  branch  of  human  kno'^vl- 
edge !  Was  this  so?  And  was  this  the  country,  or  this  "fc-h^ 
age,  in  which  we  were  to  recognize  such  a  doctrine  ?  It  cii^ 
seem  to  him  that  the  most  important  of  all  the  branches  ^* 
human  knowledge  is  that  which  relates  to  the  moral  a-^?^^  J 
political  relations  of  man.  It  is  intimately  connected  w  i*^ 
the  rights,  and  duties,  and  privileges  of  citizens,  whether 
public  or  in  private  life.  How  would  gentlemen  design 
that  great  branch  of  human  science,  which  is  of  very  m 
em  origin,  and  even  now  in  its  infancy — political  econom. 
Is  it  not  a  most  important  part  of  human  knowledge  ?  A 
are  the  legislators  of  this  country,  who  are  so  deeply  c 
cerned  in  the  destinies  and  progressive  civilization  of  t^ 
human  race,  to  regard  the  science  of  government  and  le^ 
lation  as  no  part  of  human  knowledge  ?  It  really  seem 
to  him  that,  as  representatives  of  the  American  people,  th 
could  recognize  no  such  distinction.  We  have  been  to^ 
from  high  classical  authority  that "  the  proper  study  of  ma 
kind  is  man ;"  but  here  the  idea  upon  which  the  origin 
form  of  this  bill  seemed  to  stand  was,  that  the  proper  stu 
of  mankind  is  that  of  animals,  exotics,  and  plants  only — n 
including  at  all  the  great  moral  and  civil  relations  of  mar" 
Now,  he  took  it  upon  himself  to  say  that,  if  gentleme 
would  survey  the  field  of  moral  science,  they  would  fin 
that  it  embraced  a  much  larger  portion  of  knowledge  tha^ 
the  physical  sciences,  however  important  they  may  be. 

The  honorable  and  venerable  member  from  Ohio,  as  h^ 
had  been  styled,  [Mr.  Tappan,]  based  his  leading  arguments 
upon  the  necessity  of  making  that  institution  a  counterpart 
of  the  Jardin  des  Flantes,  in  Paris,  where  there  were  great 
collections  of  material  elucidating  natural  history;  but  let 
him  tell  the  honorable  Senator  that  that  institution  was  sus- 
tained at  a  very  great  expense,  and  yet  it  afforded  but  a  verj 
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litnited  scarce  of  improvement  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  in  its  liberal  senae.     Waa  there  no  other  in- 
etitution  in  Paris  than  the  Jardin  des  Plantes,  which  could 
be  taken  as  a  model  ?    He  would  refer  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor 10  auotber  institution,  and  one  which  would  better  fulfill 
the  design  of  the  bequest.     Look  at  the  wide  and  compre- 
hensive Body  of  instruction  delivered  at  the  Sorbonno,  (the 
Ihcidti  des  LeAtres  et  Sciences,)  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Pnivcrsity  of  France,  the  great  fountain  of  knowledge  to 
which  all  enlightened  strangers  repair,  and  drink  in  copious 
libntiona  of  philosophical  and  practical  learning.     He  was 
not  conversant  with  Mr.  Smithson's  peculiar  tastes  or  habits; 
but  if  he  (Mr,  8.)  was  the  man  of  liberal  and  general  in- 
quiry that  he  believed  him  to  have  been,  he  would  venture 
lo  assert  that  his  resort  was  as  much  to  the  Sorbonne  as  to 
the  Jardin  de^  Planle-i.     And  what  would   he   hear   there? 
W'ould  he  not  hear  lectures  on  the  sciences  of  history,  moral 
^^hilosopby,  and  government,  as  well  as  physics,  and  math- 
malies  ?     The  present  minister  of  France,  M.  Guizot,  had 
^Gn,  if  he  mistook  not,  a  lecturer  on  history — ancient  and 
<>clern  history,  comprehending  all  the  phases  of  human 
»ciety — in  this  institution.     Others  had  become  known 
lore  to  the  world  as  much  as  lecturers,  as  ministers  of  state, 
orthy  of  being  entrusted  with  the  destinies  of  nations  and 
latikmd. 

Be  would  beg  leave  to  ask  the  gentlemen  who  had  charge 
f  tins  great  subject,  in  looking  for  a  model,  to  look  at  such 
n     institution  as  the  FacullS  des  Letlres  d  Sciences  at  the 
orboune,  rather  than  at  a  special  institution  like  the  Jardin 
-ss  Plantes.    He  had  no  disposition  to  depreciate  the  value 
*f  the  physical  sciences;  but  he  insisted  upon  it,  that  the 
loral  and  political  sciences  were  equally  important,  and, 
any  distinction  was  to  be  drawn,  more  important.     At  a 
Verj  early  period  of  his  life,  he  was  struck  with  a  graphic 
"^rnark  make  by  the  great  commentator  on  English  law,  in 
ill_U8tratinQ:  the  fitness  of  associating  a  professorship  of  law 
■^itb  the  University  of  Oxford — and  his  honorable  friend 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden]  no  doubt  well  recollected 
"»«  passage — that  "  the  sciences  arc  of  a  sociable  disposition, 
*'*d  flourish  best  in  the  neighborhood  of  each  other."     He 
'''**vld  make  no  distinction.     He  must  be  permitted  to  flay» 
that  he  thought  the  Senate  hswl  already  decided  the  question 
in  regard  to  the  extension  of  this  library,  by  striking  out 
toe  proviso  of  the  first  section,  and  the  whole  of  the  eighth 
eecttun,  which  provides  for  professors  on  the  subject  of  nat- 
ural sciences  only. 
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He  saw  no  reasou  for  any  distinction  between  the  mora 
and  physical  sciences.  If  such  a  library  as  was  contempla 
ted  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  was  ea 
tablished,  there  would  be  no  danger  of  the  physical  sciencef 
being  slighted ;  but  he  hoped  that  these  great  moral  anc 
political  sciences,  which  so  intimately  concern  the  tempora 
and  eternal  destinies  of  man,  would  have  their  appropriate 
space  in  this  great  receptacle  of  human  knowledge. 

He  had  been  led  to  these  remarks  because  his  firm  anc 
solemn  conviction  was,  that  we  now  have  it  in  our  power  U 
do  more  good  to  this  nation  in  our  day  and  generation,  bj 
a  judicious  and  wise  application  of  this  five  hundred  thou 
sand  dollars,  which  has  been  put  into  our  hands,  than  by  th< 
application  of  the  twenty-five  or  thirty  millions  we  are  ii 
the  habit  of  annually  appropriating. 

He  was  glad  that  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Senate  that  thii 
subject  should  go  back  to  the  committee,  to  be  matured  anc 
deliberately  acted  upon,  and  that  there  was  to  be  brouffhi 
forward  a  plan  of  some  great  and  noble  foundation,  whicl 
would  realize,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  magnificent  concep 
tion  which  suggested  this  donation.     He  was  opposed  tc 
any  limitations,  he  was  opposed  to  any  distinctions  between 
the  great  branches  of  human  knowledge.     In  the  republic  o 
letters  all  stood  upon  a  platform  of  equality ;    and  if  w 
have  a  library  at  all,  it  should  be  co-extensive  with  the  linr 
its  of  human  knowledge,  and  with  the  design  of  the  dom 
— "the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  (of  oU  sour 
knowledge)  among  men." 

Mr.  Phelps  suggested  a  modification  of  the  amendm( 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.     It  was  to  shf 
his  proviso  so  as  to  say  "  That,  in  the  selection  of  such  bo' 
as  were  necessary  to  form  a  complete  library,  due  reg 
should  be  had  to  works  of  science,"  &c. 

Mr.  Crittenden  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  Bates  protested  against  any  proviso  which  would  ^ 
the  selection.     It  was  wholly  unnecessary,  because  no 
national  library  could  be  complete  without  the  very  ^ 
alluded  to. 

Mr.  NiLES  did  not  think  it  came   within  the  pix^ 
the  donation  to  establish  a  great  national  libr 
donor  thought  that  the  best  way  of  increasii 
knowledge  among  men,  he  would  have 
lishment  of  such  a  library.     He  ' 
limitation  with  regard  to  t^'  * 
should  therefore  subiP* 


The  questiou  waa  theo  taken  on  Mr.  Crittenden's  amend- 
ment, as  modified,  and  it  was  rejected — ayes  15,  noes  21, 

Mr.  NiLES  now  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  lim- 
iting the  purchase  of  books  to  $5,000  annually. 

Mr,  BocHANAN  inquired  if  35,000  a  year  was  tr>  build  up 
a  library  worthy  of  the  donor,  this  nation,  and  this  age  ? 
The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  now  reverted  on  Mr,  Choate'a  amendment, 
«od  it  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Tappan,  before  the  motion  to  recommit  was  made, 
ivlehed  to  test  the  eense  of  the  Senate  as  to  his  original  plan 
of  adding  some  of  the  interest  to  the  principal  so  as  to 
make  the  fund  3600,000,  Ho  therefore  moved  to  amend 
tbe  first  section  by  ailding  $91,68*2  out  of  the  interest  doe, 
to  the  ori^nal  fund,  ao  that  the  investment  should  be 
*6  00,000. 

Mr.  Cdoate  objected  to  this  as,  in  effect,  cutting  off  the 
"leans  for  establishing  a  national  library.  The  buildings 
lor  tte  institution,  the  enclosures  of  ground,  and  the  pur- 
<ha8e  of  objects  of  natural  history,  would  possibly  consume 
■o  niueh  of  tbe  residue  of  interest  as  to  leave  little  or  none 
»<*r  founding  the  library,  or  erecting  a  suitable  building  for 
«ne.  It  might  take  from  §150,000  to  $200,000  for  all  these ; 
"Ut  till  details  and  estimates  were  properly  investigated,  it 
^ould  not,  in  any  case,  be  prudent  to  divert  the  manage- 
*^6Ht  of  this  accumulated  interest, 

Mr.  Buchanan  thought  it  was  desirable,  if  it  could  be 
«oue  without  defeating  the  object*  intended,  to  increase  the 
**pital  by  this  addition  of  a  part  of  the  interest, 
Mr.  TaPPan  put  his  motion  in  a  definite  form. 
■Mr.  Sjumons  argued  that,  until  some  plan  was  agreed  upon 
?^  to  the  manner  of  carrying  out  the  intention  of  the  donor, 
't  ^vould  be  highly  imprudent  to  make  a  permanent  inveat- 
'^©nt  of  means  that  might  be  wanted  in  the  accomplish- 
***^nt  of  tbe  object. 

Mr.  Tappan  urged  that  $117,000  of  the  interest  would  re- 

"^^^in,  which  could  be  as  much  as  the  managers  would  loy 

*J*t  ^ith  advantage  in  the  first  year;  and  for  the  second, 

"ley  would  have  $36,000   on   the   $600,000.     The  $6,000 

''^ald  cover  the  expenses  of  lectures  and  experiments, 

•having  annually  $30,000  for  collecting  a  library,  and  the 

^'ttier  purposes  required  of  the  management 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr,  MoREHBAD  suggested  a  renewal  of  the  amendment, 
making  the  addition  ^1,682,  instead  of  $91,862,  so  that  the 
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capital  fiind  would  be  $550,000,  bearing  an  interest  of  $88^ 
000  a  year. 

After  some  conversational  discussion  on  this  point,  it  waa 
agreed  to  let  the  proposition  go,  with  the  offered  amend- 
ments, to  the  committee ;  and 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Senate,  January  16, 1845. 

Mr.  Tappan,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  reportef^ 
the  bill  (S.  No.  18)  with  an  amendment;  which  was  orderec 
to  be  printed. 

Senate,  Janmry  21, 1845. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tappan,  the  previous  orders  were  p 
poned,  with  a  view  of  taking  up  the  bill  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  taken  up  for  further  considera- 
tion as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  question  being  o 
adopting  the  substitute  reported  from  the  Committee  oc 
the  Library,  to  whom  had  been  recommitted  the  origina 
bill  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  remodeled. 

This  substitute  provides,  as  the  original  bill  did,  for  the 
investment  of  the  principal  sum  received  under  the  bequest 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  united  States,  at  six  per  cent,  inter 
est  from  the  date  of  its  reception ;  and  for  placing  at  th 
disposal  of  the  managers  the  accumulated  and  accruiu 
interest  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  design  of  th 
donor — ^the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge   amon 
men.     The  outlay  of  the  accumulated  interest  is  to  be, 
directed  in  the  first  bill,  upon  all  necessary  buildings,  en 
closures,  purchases,  and  application  of  the  grounds  appro 
priated  out  of  the  property  of  the  United  States  in  the  Mall 
heretofore  described,  for  the  objects  of  the  institution ;  th 
business  of  the  institution  to  be  conducted  by  a  board  o 
managers,  consisting  of  the  Vice-President  of  the  Unite 
States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  while  ir: 
office,  three  members  of  the  Senate,  three  members  of  th 
House  of  Representatives,  and  seven  other  persons,  no 
members  of  Congress,  two  of  whom  shall  be  members  o 
the  National  Institute  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  resi 
dentin  said  city;  the  other  five  to  be  inhabitants  of  th 
States,  no  two  from  the  same  State.     The  three  niembe 
of  the  Senate  to  be  appointed  by  the  presiding  officer  o 
the  Senate ;  and  the  three  members  of  the  House  by  th 
Speaker  of  the  House.     In  ca<ih  House  the  respective  mem 
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bera,  bo  cboseu,  to  be  a  standing  committee  on  the  Snuth- 
Bonian  Inetitution,  and,  together,  a  Joint  committee. 

These  appointment}!  to  be  made  on  every  fourth  Wednes- 
day of  December,  to  serve  for  one  year ;  vacancies  to  be 
filled  as  they  arc  in  the  regular  committees.     The  other 
seven  members  to  serve  for  two  years,  to  be  chosen  by  joint 
resolution  of  Congress  every  alternate  fourth  Wednesday 
of  December;  vacancies  to  be  filled  in  like  manner  when- 
ever they  occur.     The  managers  to  meet  on  the  first  Mou- 
*3ay  in  May  next,  and  fix  the  times  of  regular  meetings  of 
*he    board.     On  any  application  of  three  members,  the 
^superintendent  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  boarti  by  letter 
*::o  each  member — five  constituting  a  quorum.    Each  mem- 
^*3er  of  the  board  to  bo  paid  his  necessary  traveling  and 
^t::>iher  actual   expenses  in  attending  meetings;  which  shall 
-93e  audited  and  recorded  by  the  superintendent. 

Whenever  money  is   required  for  the  purposes  of  the 
^  nstitution,  the  superintendent,  or  managers,  or  any  three, 
^^r:iiay  certify  to  the  president  of  the  board  that  it  is  so  re- 
!'«i)uired:  whereupon   he  shall  submit  the  requisition  to  a 
^tioramitleo  of  three  managers  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
-■—egulating  the  expenditures,  for  examination  and  approval; 
^^nd,  upon  their  examination  and  approval,  the  president  of 
^the  board  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  proper  officer  of  the 
™  J'reasury  as  authority  for  the  payment.     The  board  to  make 
-^^11  needful  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws  for  the  government 
-^Z3(  the  institution,  and  the  persons  employed  therein;  and 
"^ahall  submit  to  Congress,  at  each  session,  a  report  of  the 
-|^3pe rations,  expenditures,  and  condition  of  the  institution. 
"TXhe  bill  thou  details  the  duties  of  the  board  in  commenc- 
ing operations.     Among  the  buildings  is  to  be  one  for  the 
■•reception  of  an  extensive  library,  equal  to  the  first-class  of 
■•  ibrarieu  in  the  world.     When  the  necessary  buildings  are 
-greeted,  all  objects  of  natural  history,  plants,  and  geolog- 
%  tal  and  mincralogical  specimens,  belonging  to  the  United 
-^States,  in  Washington  or  elsewhere,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
s.nBtitution,  where  they  shall  be  arranged  in  such  order  and 
^^30  classed  as  best  to  facilitate  the  examination  and  study  of 
■"^hem;  new  acquisitions  of  the  institution  to  be  classed  and 
^^rranged   in   like   manner.     The   personal   efiects   of  Mr. 
^3mitlison  to  be  kept  apart  and  preserved  separate  from 
-<Jther  property  of  the  institution.     The  inauagers  to  appoint 
"*-le  superintendent  of  the  institution,  who  is  to  be  secretary 
to  the  board,  and   professor  of   agriculture,   horticulture, 
■  -^nd  rural  economy ;  and  he  may,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  ))oard,  employ  such  gardeners,  agriculturists,  and  labor- 
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ers  as  may  be  required  for  the  institution.    He  is  to  make 
experiments  to  determine  the  utility  and  advantage  of  new 
modes  and  instruments  of  culture,  and  whether  new  fruits,, 
plants,  and  vegetables  may  be  cultivated  to  advantage  in 
the  United  States ;  and  those  which  shall  prove  worthy  of 
adoption,  shall  be  distributed  amon^  the  people  of  the 
Union.     The  superintendent  to  be  paid  such  salary  as  the 
board  may  think  proper ;  and  the  board  may  remove  him 
and  appoint  another  in  his  place,  whenever  the  interest  of 
the  institution  may  require  it.     The  board  is  also  to  employ 
competent  persons  to  deliver  lectures,  or  courses  of  lectures^ 
in  the  institution,  upon  literature,  science,  and  art,  and  on 
the  application  of  science  to  art,  during  the  sessions  of 
Congress,  commencing  next  session ;  to  make  regulations 
respecting  attendance  thereon ;  to  fix  the  rules  of  compen- 
sation therefor ;  and  to  prescribe,  from  time  to  time,  the 
subjects  of  lectures,  having  regard  to  the  character  of  the 
audience  before  whom  they  are  delivered,  and  the  intent  of 
the  donor — the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men :    Provided  the  entire  expenditure  for  lectures  shaU 
not  exceed  $5,000  a  year.     The  managers  may,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, cause  these  lectures,  or  such  of  them  as  they  desire^ 
to  be  printed  and  sold   at  the  cost  of  publication.     A: 
annual  expenditure  of  not  less  than  $20,000  out  of  th< 
interest  of  the  fund  is  authorized  to  be  made  in  the  pu 
chase  of  books  and  manuscripts  for  the  library  of  the  inst 
tion,  which  library  is  to  comprehend  in  due  proportio 
without  preference  or  exclusion  of  any  branch  of  knoi 
edge,  works  pertaining  to  all  the  departments  of  hum-r- 
knowledge,  as  well  as  physical  science,  and  the  applicatl 
of  science  to  the  arts  of  life,  as  all  other  science,  phih 
phy,  history,  literature,  and  art ;  and  for  its  extent,  vari( 
and  value,  said  library  shall  be  worthy  of  the  donor  of 
fund,  and  of  this  nation  and  the  age.     The  manager 
employ  a  librarian  and  assistants,  and  to  fix  their  sala: 
also  to  prescribe  the  regulations  under  which  the  lil 
shall  be  kept,  visited  and  used.     In  conclusion,  th< 
appoints  the  seven  managers  not  ex  officio  members, 
lows : 

Jared  P.  Kirtland  of  Ohio,  Richard  Henry  Wilde  c^^^*-. 
isiana,  George   Tucker  of  Vir^nia,  George  Bau^^     a^^' 
Massachusetts,  Henry  Kingof  Missouri,  and  Josephs  C^^m,.^* 
ten  and  Alexander  Dallas  jBa^be.  memben. 
Institute,  and  resident  '• 
hers  who,  by  the  ' 
Congress.     The  f 
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Tcpeatiog  the  act  is  reserved  to  Congress,  pravtdai  that  no 
contract  or  indiridual  right  made  or  acqairad  under  its  pro- 
vkions  be  divested  or  impaired. 

On  motions  of  Messrs,  Tappak  and  Choatk,  two  mis- 
prints in  the  Dew  bill  were  amended. 

Mr.  WooDBDRT  remarked  that  most  of  the  amendments 

which  he  had  submitted  on  a  former  day  to  be  printed,  had 

Wd  rendered  unuecessarj*  b^-  the  changes  since  made  in  the 

bill  by  the  Library  Committee.     But  tliere  was  one  defect 

still  left  in  the  board  of  managers,  as  he  viewed  the  subject, 

and  which  it  was  desirable  to  nave  removed.     He  was  fully 

sensible  that  any  attempt  to  alter  a  bill  which  has  twice 

received  the  deliberate  considcmtiou  of  a  committee  of  this 

hody,  was  almost  hopeless.     But  the  subject  was  a  novel 

one  to  as  all.     It  was,  also,  not  a  measure  of  ordinary  legia- 

iation,  affecting  the  rights  and  property  of  our  constituents, 

™t  the  discharge  of  an  important  trust  in  behalf  of  a  for- 

ttgn  philauthropist,  and  where  we  ought  to  move  slowly  in 

•*w  deliberations,  and  rather  confer,  converse,  and  consult, 

L  real  committee  of  the  whole,  instead  of  debate  like 

^^tisans,     lie  would,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  to  suggest 

at  the  board  of  managu-ment  now^  proposed  was  imperfect 

^    two  respects.     It  did  not  contain  persons  enough  resi- 

'^t»t  at  the  place  where  their  duties  must  be  performed, 

•j^d   was  so  constituted  as  to  be  likely  to  render  the  elec- 

Sotia  of  them  by  the  two  Houses  on  some  occasions  diffi- 

^^ty  and  open  to  improper  influences. 

There  would  be  no  objection  to  the  Vice-President  and 
^bief  Justice  as  members  of  the  board,  on  account  of  the 
cWracter  of  the  present  incumbents ;  but  neither  of  them 
lived  here,  nor  did  any  of  the  six  members  of  Congress  pro- 
posed to  he  appointed — nor  any  except  two  of  tile  other 
tnnnagers  to  he  selected  at  large.  Now  as  no  compensation 
Wm  to  be  given  as  salary  or  a  per  diem — it  must  be  obvious 
that  seldom  would  any  one  attend  to  the  business,  unless 
residing  on  the  spot.  For,  though  some  would  be  here  at 
times  officially,  yet  we  all  know  that  it  was  under  a  pres- 
sure of  other  eugagements  likely  to  prevent  a  close  alteii- 
tioQ  to  this  trust. 

What  Mr.  W.  wished  to  propose  instead  of  this,  was  the 
officers  of  the  National  Institute — most  of  whom  lived  in 
this  city,  and  five  or  six  of  whom  consisted  ex-oflicio  of  the 
President  and  his  cabinet,  as  a  public  cheek — equal  to  that 
of  the  Vice-P reside Dt  and  Chief  Justice,  and  superior  in 
position,  as  always  on  the  spot. 

This  plan  had  the  approbation  of  a  former  library  com- 
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mittce  about  two  years  ago ;  and  he  held  in  his  hand  a  bill 
to  that  effect,  not  acted  on  for  want  c^  *'ne,  and  reported 
by  a  distinguished  South  Carolinian,  now  in  retirement, 
[Mr.  Preston.] 

lie  hoped,  on  reflection,  it  would  again,  be  found  accept- 
able to  a  majority  of  the  committee  and  the  Senate;  espe- 
cially when  aided  by  some  additional  provisions,  which  lie 
would  suggest. 

In  order  to  let  others  at  large  participate,  if  they  pleased, 
and  had  leisure,  he  proposed  to  unite  with  the  officers  of 
the  institute  four  persons  from  the  different  sections  of  thi 
Union ;   and,  to   render  the  supervision   of  Congress 
strong  and  effective  as  is  proposed  by  the  bill,  to  devob 
that  duty  on  the  Library  Committee — a  committee  al 
organized  and  talented,  and  peculiarly  fitted,  in  some 
spects,  for  matters  of  this  character. 

In  order,  likewise,  to  avoid  the  delay  and  difficulties      of 
elections  by  the  two  Houses,  he  proposed  to  have  this 
committee  of  Congress  select  the  four  members  at 
The  amendment  he  was  about  to  propose  was  intended 
accomplish  not  only  these  two  general  changes  in  the  m< 
of  electing,  and  in  more  convenient  residence  of  rnost^ 
the  board,  without  any  loss  of  fitness  in  station  and  purs' 
and  without  being  any  less  under  the  immediate  contro" 
Congress  and  its  committee;  but  to  increase  that  cent 
by  placing  all   their  doings,  and  especially  the  mode 
drawing  money  from  the  Treasury,  under  increased  sec 
ties,  to  be  prescribed  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Committee.     As  the  bill  stood  now,  an  account  must 
opened  with  every  individual  dealt  with  or  paid;  and 
bonds   or  security   were   required  in   any  case.     Mr. 
wished  to  clothe  the  committee  of  Congress  with  author 
to  remedy  these  defects,  and  not  only  make  the  whole  bo 
of  management  subject  to  the  acts  of  Congress  and 
directions  given  from  time  to  time ;  but  subject  also  to  t 
constant  scrutiny  of  the  standing  committee  of  Congress 
both  Houses.     And  so  far  from  conferring  salaries  or  doi* 
tions  on  tlie  board  or  on  the  institute,  he  would  not  give 
dollar  to  either,  except  to  defraj'  actual  expenses  incurre 
in  the  discharge  of  the  trust ;  and  not  allow  either  to  dran'' 
a  cent  from  the  Treasury  except  in  the  manner  and  under 
the  security  which  shall  be  prescribed  by  that  standing  com- 
mittee of  the  two  Houses. 

With  these  explanations,  he  submitted  the  amendment 
he  would  now  read  : 
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To  strike  out  those  portions  of  the  new  bill  providing 
^or  the  constitution  of  a  board  of  managers,  and  insert : 

.^  ,.  ^^The  National  iDBtitute,  through  its  officers,  not  to  exceed  their  present 
^v  *^Umber,  and  associate  with  them  four  other  scientific  gentlemen,  from  dif- 
^y^Qt  portions  of  the  Union,  to  bo  selected  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
'library;  and  said  committee  to  exercise,  from  time  to  time,  a  supervision 
^d  control  over  this  board,  in  behalf  of  Congress,  and  see  that  its  directions, 
^  expressed  in  this  act,  or  in  any  future  act,  be  duly  carried  into  cff«*ot; 
^d  to  prescribe  safe  rules  to  be  aahered  to  in  drawing  from  the  Treasury 
^d ioditing  all  moneys  whatever  expended  (rom  the  Smithsonian  fund; 
^dnone  of  the  said  board,  nor  any  of  said  committee,  shall  receive  any 
^iDpensation  for  their  personal  services  on  this  subject  from  the  fund  aforo- 
**'d,  but  be  paid  only  their  traveling  expenses." 

Mr.  Buchanan  would  be  very  glad,  if  it  could  be  accom- 
plished, (and  he  thought  at  lirst  it  might  be  on  this  amend- 
^ent,)  to  get  a  test  vote  of  the  Senate  on  the  question 
'whether  Congress  or  the  National  Institute  shall  have  the 
Management  and  control  of  the  Smithsonian  Library.    But 
^®  amendment  contained  some  things  not  necessarily  in- 
volved in  that  test,  which  might  be  advantageously  consid- 
Ho  could  not  move  an  amendment,  or  he  would,  so 
to  separate  these  things. 

Mr.  Choate  said  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
©w  Hampshire  raised  the  precise  question  the  Senator 
>tn  Pennsylvania  wished  to  have  tested. 
Mr.  Buchanan  looked  upon  it  as  a  compound  amend- 


Mr.  Tappan  hoped  the  amendment  would   not  prevail. 
-Although  the   chairman  of  the  Library  Committee  some 
sessions  back,  [Mr.  Preston,]  then  a  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill,  in  conformity 
'virith  this  amendment,  it  was  with  the  express  understand- 
ing of  the  committee  that  not  one  member  of  it  but  him- 
self was  in  favor  of  that  plan,  or  would  sustain  it. 

Mr.  Choate  did  not  know  that  the  amendment  offered 
Y>y  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  would  not  make  a  very 
good  board  of  management;  indeed  he  felt  nothing  but  re- 
spect in  the  highest  degree  for  that  Senator  and  his  associates 
of  the  National  Institute ;  as  co-laborers  in  the  advancement 
of  gcience  and  the  diftusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  they 
luid already  done  a  good   deal.     But   he  had  ascertainetl, 
thipogh  various  conferences  in  the  Library  Committee,  tliai 
AlSeofltor's  proposition  was  not  likely  to  meet  that  iuvnv 
^rt  necessary  to  insure  the  success  of  the  bill  tliin 
tho  contrary,  that  it  would  make  enemies  ui 
^"  **     ''^"wise  sustain  the  measure.     Now,  uu 

■^  board  of  managers — lui   il^. 
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committee  attached  great  importance  to  it — be  (Mr.  C.)  bad 
^ven  it  hiB  most  anxious  attention.  It  was  the  only  part  of 
me  original  bill  to  which  much  consideration  wae  not  g^ven 
in  the  nret  instauce.  Since  its  recommittal  the  committee 
had  had  repeated  conferences  on  this  point,  and  the  result 
has  been  that  the  plan  laid  down  in  the  bill  was  unani- 
mously adopted  as  a  happy  embodiment  of  the  main  princi- 
ples of  all  former  propositions,  the  difference  of  opinion  in 
regard  to  which  had  heretofore  impeded  the  action  of  Con- 
gress as  to  the  disposition  of  the  fund.  He  was  prepared 
now  to  say,  that  unless  there  was  some  more  palpable 
objection  than  had  yet  been  made  to  the  plan  laid  down  in 
the  hill,  the  support  which  it  would  insure  could  not  fail  of 
rendering  the  measure  successful  this  session. 

It  might  be  necessary  to  say  a  word  or  two  respecting  the 
course  pursued  by  the  committee  in  making  this  arrange- 
ment.    They  went  back  to  the  records  of  all  proceedings  in 
Congress  since  the  reception  of  the  bequest,  to  ascertain  the 
number  and  character  of  the  various  propositions  suggested 
for  its  disposition  ;  and  having  collected  them  all,  the  com- 
mittee conceived  they  could  not  be  mistAken  in  combining 
from  the  whole  such  general  principles  as  would  unite  th^^^ 
greatest  number  of  friends  to  the  main  object.     Now  1^^^^ 
relt  bound  to  say,  that  in  this  the  committee  had  succeedi^^^^ 
beyond  his  most  sanguine  expectations.     They  had  not,  ^^^d 
the  Senator  frqm  New  Karapshlre  seemed  to  suppose,  m^^^  »* 
a  complex,  expensive,  or  impracticable,  plan  of  machiiL^^^^° 
for  the  management  of  the  institution  ;  but,  on  the  conti*"^  "^^ry 
one  pre-eminently  likely  to  work  well — economically,         °^' 
ciently,  and  practically  considered.  "^      ' 

On  reviewing  all  former  propositions,  the  compc-^.^  ■.^-- 
found  that  there  were  two  or  three  things  in  which  a  ^^*l'  .(« 
majority  concurred — such  as,  that  the  vice-President.  i  nn^ 
Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  should  he,  ex  ^^^^  je™, 
members  of  the  board,  and  that  they  should  have  asa-^r^  '^'^tM 
with  them  one  or  two  respectable  resident  membere=^^  ^"^r^thl 
National  Institute.  It  was  found,  also,  that  a  aiip~^!p^^^  I'm 
came  from  Mr.  Eobbins  of  Rhode  Island,  that  ihs^^^S^^  Zl 
hers  of  the  Senate  and  three  of  the  House  of  Re^^^*  ^^Z, 
tives  should  be  mndc  members  of  the  board.  "-^^g^reaOP^^^ 
committee  had  united  whatever  there  wiis  to  ret^^^''""^  ^ 
this  proposition  to  those  whose  diflerences  of  or^x^^^"™™.  ™ 
heretofore  impeded  the  action  of  Congress.  Tfaieai^'' 
the  ex  officio  members  of  the  1 
the  Chief  Justice  of  t"  " 
difficulty  as   to 
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elected,  and  always,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  ready  to  act. 
The  committee  then  provided  that  three  members  ot"  the 
Senate  should  be  uamcd  by  the  presiding  officer  in  the  aame 
way  that  he  named  standing  committees;  and  that  three 
memberB  of  the  Ilonse  of  Representatives,  in  like  manner, 
should  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  These 
BIX  members  would  form  a  joint  standing  committee,  and 
have  charge  of  the  institution  in  Congress ;  for  the  oom- 
mittee  decided  that  Copgresa  should  hold  in  its  own  hands 
the  control  and  supervision   of  the  institution.     Thus  Con- 

fress  would  have  the  interests  of  the  institution  irame- 
iately  represented  on  the  floor  of  both  Houses,  In  addi- 
lion  to  those  eight  ex  officio  members  of  the  board,  there 
would  he  seven  persona  to  be  selected  by  Congress — two  of 
them  from  the  resident  members  of  the  National  Institute, 
the  remainder  from  different  States  of  the  Union,  Here- 
after, these  seven  are  to  be  elected  by  joint  resolution  of 
Congress  every  two  years.  This  would  aflbrd  an  oppor- 
tunity of  electing  gentlemen  distinguished  as  men  of  science 
*nd  learning,  who,  from  the  respect  entertained  for  them, 
*OQld  be  able  to  enlist  the  most  Jriends  for  the  institution, 
atid  would  have  the  best  opportunities  of  making  the  citi- 
zens of  the  Union  acquainted  with  its  objects  and  ad- 
^^ntages. 

There  was  another  consideration  which  he  was  sure 
Would,  upon  reflection,  have  some  weight  with  the  Senator 
fi;oni  New  Hampshire,  and,  he  hoped,  induce  bim  to  forego 
"is  amendment.  It  was,  that,  in  looking  at  the  two  propo- 
■itionB,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  which  was  most  repub- 
"«a(i,  moat  democratic  in  principle,  he  would  find  that  of 
*he  committee  infinitely  more  so  than  his  own.  It  was 
•^rtainly  anti-republiean  and  anti-democratic  to  surrender 
*ll  control  of  the  people's  representatives  in  respect  to  a 
^U8t  especiaily  committed  to  their  custody,  for  the  people's 
^nefit,  and  place  it  in  the  hands  of  a  close  body,  like  the 
■"*tional  Institute,  wholly  irresponsible  to  either  Congress 
^i"  lljc  people — a  body,  the  machinery  and  operations  of 
^fliich,  3o  far  aa  regarded  the  people,  were  shut  out  from 
'•'eir  view,  and  to  which  they  could  of  right  have  no  access. 
"O  the  other  hand,  the  proposition  of  the  committee  recog- 
•ilaed  especially,  and  in  a  pre-eminent  degree,  the  complete 
Pontrol  and  supervision  of  the  people's  representatives,  and 
"^Ured  that  publicity  which  could  not  fail  of  gaining  public 
'  ~**^fideiice  in  the  management  of  the  institution,  and  uni- 
.^'^l  approbation  as  to  the  attainment  of  the  purpose  for 
•^oicii  the  bequest  was  made. 
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Mr.  WooDBUBT  expressed  some  surprise  that  his  amend- 
ment should  be  attacked  by  the  Senator  from  Massachasetts 
[Mr.  Choatb]  as  anti-republican  or  anti-democratic.  Such 
an  attack  from  that  quarter  was,  in  any  view,  extraordinary ; 
but  much  more  so,  when,  in  this  very  bill,  in  another  place, 
six  of  the  members  of  his  proposed  board  are  recommended 
by  him  to  be  appointed,  not  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
or  their  committee,  but  three  by  the  Speaker  of  one,  and 
three  by  the  President  of  the  other,  ^thout  any  appeal. 

But  Mr.  W.  feared  we  were  sliding  into  that  species  of 

Political  debate  which,  in  a  case  like  this,  he  deprecated, 
'his  was  not  a  struggle  for  victory  of  a  party  or  personal 
predilection,  but  to  execute  in  the  most  fit  and  becoming 
manner  a  sacred  trust  which  had  been  devolved  on  us  from 
abroad  rather  than  by  our  people. 

Some  gentlemen,  who  assail  the  proposed  amendment 
inadvertently  seem  to  suppose  it  is  a  contest  whether  Con- 
fess or  the  National  Institute  shall  control  the  Smithson.. 
fund ;  whereas  no  such  question  exists.  The  same  controH 
is  left  in  Congress,  if  the  amendment  is  adopted,  as  is  leflP 
in  it  by  the  bill  as  it  now  stands.  Indeed,  the  amendmen^^ 
increases  the  reserved  control  of  Congress  in  one  particular^ 
through  the  constant  supervision  and  check  of  the  Library 
Committee  of  the  two  Houses  which  it  provides  for. 

After  the  amendment  is  adopted,  Congress  can,  at  an  .^ 
moment,  abolish  or  amend  the  whole  board — can  give  to  r 
any  special  instructions  by  resolution  or  act ;  ana  can, 
its  committee,  give  any  directions,  which  by  this  ve 
amendment  are  to  be  enforced  by  the  board  and  institut 
rather  than  either  of  them   being  made  independent  • 
Congress. 

It  seems,  also,  to  be  apprehended  by  some  gentlera( 
that  the  National  Institute  is  to  have  a  great  donation 
property,  as  well  as  power,  by  this  amendment ;  when, 
truth,  no  power  is  bestowed  except  conditionally,  and  whi 
is  not  kept  constantly  under  the  control  of  Congress  ; 

not  a  dollar  of  property,  directly  or  indirectly,  is  giveiw 

the  institute. 

Indeed,  no  property  is  given  to  the  institute  or  anyb 
else.     The  library,  buildings,  &c.,  all  remain  in 
trustee  for  the  fund.     The  board  of  managers,  in< 
the  institute,  are  mere  executive  or  ministerial 
carry  out  our  directions,  and  own  no  more  of 
itself,  than  the  captain  in  the  nav^  -^«»-»* 
in  his  charge.     It  is  ra^' 
and  institute — as  tb 
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their  eervices,  which  have  so  long  and  decidedly  been  givea 
to  letters  and  science  without  any  pay,  are  oil,  by  my 
amecdmont,  to  continue  to  be  gratuitous. 

Tlie  difficulty  will  be  rather  in  getting  gentlemen  of  suit- 
able character  to  devote  their  time  at  all  to  this  subject 
Under  these  circumstances,  than  in  preventing  them  from 
profiting  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view.  It  is  this  appre- 
becded  difficulty  which  will,  in  part,  be  removed  by  taking 
mora  managers  resident  here,  who  can  attend  to  the  busi- 
ness in  rotation  or  olherwise,  at  less  inconvenience  and  loss 
tfaan  those  from  a  distance. 

-Amtin  :  it  is  said  that  the  form  of  a  resolution  in  elections 
avoids  any  dispute.  How  so  ?  Suppose  that  the  gentleman 
••ATiied  in  the  bill  from  Ohio  was  moved  to  be  stricken  out, 
•nd  that  of  the  member  of  the  Library  Committee  from 
Ohio  be  substituted,  [Mr.  Tappan,]  (as  seemed  to  Mr.  W, 
f**X>per ;)  might  it  not  give  rise  to  debate  as  to  their  reapect- 
"©  characters  and  fitness  ?  So  of  every  other  member  pro- 
P<*e«d,  though  all  doubtless  were  very  suitable  men. 

Other  gentlemen  seem  to  fear  an  abuse  of  the  trust  by 
ttkese  agents  under  the  amendment,  when  the  very  object 
Jpd  terms  of  it  are  to  increase  the  guards  against  abuse, 
«*Pough  one  of  our  own  committees,  and  its  supervision 
*ttcl  regulations ;  and  when  the  position  of  the  institute  and 
P*>ard  under  it,  instead  of  being  antagonist  to  Congress,  or 
*?dependent  of  it,  is  made  to  be  in  more  entire  subordina- 
^on  to  it,  and  is  hemmed  around  by  stronger  safeguards 
"^uinst  any  possible  departure  from  its  commands  or  wishes. 
e  was  anxious  that,  while  the  Smithson  fund  came  from  a 
•^tanger  and  abroad,  rather  than  from  among  ourselves,  and 
**ence  gave  no  cause  for  national  pride  or  boasting,  but  rather 
^*^a  mortifying  to  our  own  backwardness  in  such  an  object, 
J^©  should  at  least  be  vigilant  over  its  use,  remedy  defects  as 
"o  its  efficiency — which  we  may  by  this  amendment — and 
**id  Bomethingto  our  national  character  by  the  appropriate 
****nner  of  managing  the  whole  trust,  though,  unfortunately, 
^e  have  had  no  lot  nor  part  in  creating  it,  or  liberally  add- 
^R  to  it. 

Mr.  Bdcbanan  observed  that  ho  had  but  very  few  words 
«-  Say  on  this  subject.  According  to  the  will  of  the  donor, 
***a  iund  was  to  be  distributed  for  the  "  increase  and  diffu- 
"^Oti  of  knowledge  among  men."  Considering  our  peculiar 
'^sition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  (Mr.  ji.)  had  arrived 
^  t-he  conclusion  that  the  best  mode  of  distributing  this 
'Qrl  was  by  the  purchase  of  a  great  library.  Indeed,  he 
*<ald  imagine  no  other.     If  (said  Mr.  B.)  you  attempt  ^^ 
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establish  a  literary  institution  here,  with  the  great  expei 
attendant  upon  living  in  this  District,  and  from  other  cslvl, 
which  I  need  not  enumerate,  this  fund  in  its  benefits  wo' 
be  confined  to  a  very  small  portion  of  the  people  of 
country.  From  the  very  nature  of  our  Government, 
the  condition  of  the  people  of  this  country,  we  could  n&' 
expect  to  erect  in  our  day  a  library  to  compare  with 
great  European  libraries,  except  by  the  application  of  'tbif 
fund  to  that  purpose.  It  was  impossible,  everybody  " 
for  any  of  our  citizens  who  proposed  to  write  a  history, 
any  other  work  that  required  an  examination  into  ancient 
books  and  authorities,  to  do  so  without  going  to  Europe  for 


that  purpose.    Now,  he  believed  that  an  extensive  librctir 

31. 


in  which  all  the  means  of  human  knowledge  should  be 
lected,  and  in  which  they  should  be  equally  open  to  all  tlie 
citizens  of  this  country,  was  the  very  best  mode  in  which  to 
apply  the  money  so  liberally  bequeathed  by  Mr.  Smithson 
for  the  "  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men-" 
He  was  clearly  of  that  opinion ;  but  he  had  no  idea  of  ma^Ic- 
ing  a  speech  upon  the  subject.     The  question  now  befow 
the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  very  simple  proposition; 
and  that  was.  Shall  Congress  retain  and  direct  the  imic^^ 
diate  and  eflScient  control  of  this  fund,  and  of  its  appli<?^ 
tion,  or  shall  it  be  administered  through  the  agency  of  ttw 
National  Institute  ?    That  was  the  question ;   and  on  tt^ 
decision  of  the  question  his  own  vote  might  depend.    No^^i 
he  entertained  all  proper  respect  for  the  members  of  tti.^ 
institute,  and  he  believed  it  had  been  already  instrument^ 
in  diffusing  knowledge  among  men  ;  but  he  thought  Co^ 
gress  was  bound  to  keep  the  application  of  this  fund  distin^ 
from  that,  or  any  other  literary  incorporated  body.    Wh^* 
was  proposed  by  his  honorable  friend  from  New  Hampshi^ 
jTMr.  Woodbury]  in  the  amendment  under  consideration  ' 
why,  to  connect  the  National  Institute  with  the  SmithaO* 
nian  library — to  form  a  sort  of  partnership  between  tl>^ 
two.     The  National  Institute  is  to  hold  its  meetings  in  * 
room  in  the  building  to  be  erected  for  the  use  of  the  Bmitli" 
sonian  library.     This  was  in  the  printed  amendment,  aa^ 
would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  intrusting  the  maU" 
agement  of  this  fund  to  that  institute.     In  a  great  nation^ 
institution  like  the  Smithsonian  library,  calculated  for  tb^ 
benefit  of  the  whole  people  of  the  country,  he  desired  ^ 
keep  it  clear,  or  detach  it  and  keep  it  distinct  from  tb* 
National  Institute,  or  any  other  literary  corporation  wh^**" 
ever.     Congress  ought  to  take  upon  itself  the  immedi**^ 
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law.  After  they  got  associated  in  the  public  mind  the  ic 
of  its  nationaliti/y  they  succeeded  in  getting  a  law  pass 
giving  it  a  legal  existence  and  then  they  began  to  enter  ii 
the  organization,  and  to  claim  a  part  in  the  administrati 
of  the  Government.  That  institute  came  here  with  t 
very  instinct  of  all  corporations,  to  get  its  bands  into  t 
public  Treasury  of  the  country,  by  a  process  of  inductic 
It  proceeded  with  that  modesty  and  imposing  humili 
which  characterize  the  movements  of  all  corporations, 
began  by  obtaining  the  temporary  charge  of  objects  of  s 
ence  belonging^  to  the  Government;  and  being  intrust 
with  the  custoay  of  that  part  of  the  public  property,  whi 
resulted  from  the  exploring  expedition,  there  was  a  raoti 
made  towards  the  public  Treasury.  Having  proceeded 
far,  it  proceeded  a  few  years  after,  to  ask  Congress  to  p 
it  moneys  out  of  the  public  Treasury ;  and  for  what?  Je 
its  care  of  these  very  articles  of  public  property,  which^ 
a  favor  of  the  Government,  it  had  asked  to  be  intrusi 
with  the  care  of. 

The  Senate,  which  sat  here  for  its  constituents,  was  n 
ertheless  so  unjust,  in  his  judgment,  as  to  tempt  this  cor' 
ration  to  its  present  advances  by  the  fatal  step  of  maki 
for  it  a  public  office,  and  paying  it  $5,000  for  the  fa« 
which  the  institution  had  asked,  in  the  privilege  of  taki 
care  of  the  articles  resulting  from  the  exploring  expediti* 
He  opposed  that  bill  at  the  time  it  was  upon  its  passe 
through  the  Senate ;  and  he  then  said — what  was  now  sc 
— that  the  attraction  of  this  corporation  was  towards  " 
public  Treasury. 

We  are  now  intrusted  with  a  fund  of  some  half  a  mill^ 
of  dollars.  It  is  intrusted  to  the  care  of  the  Congress 
the  United  States ;  whether  by  the  constitution  or  by  J 
Smithson,  it  is  now  immaterial.  The  money  is  obtain* 
and  the  question  is  decided  that  Mr.  Smithson  could  exte 
the  limits  of  the  constitution  by  a  request  in  his  will,  c 
place  at  the  disposal  of  Congress  moneys  for  objects  wh- 
the  constitution  knows  not.  You  got  the  money ;  it  is  r* 
in  the  public  Treasury,  or  ought  to  be ;  and  was  as  m« 
subject  to  the  constitutional  action  of  Congress  as  any  ot 
moneys  of  the  Treasury ;  and  for  that  action  alone,  and 
the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  this  National 
stitutc  comes  here  to  ask  Congress  to  give  it  the  exclu  ^ 
administration  of  half  a  million  of  the  public  mo«. 
This  could  bo  answered  by  the  general  charge  that:' 
moneys  ought  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  public  Treasury 
cept  by  the  appropriation  of  law,  and  that  Congress  hsLS 
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right  to  intrust  the  ati ministration  of  the  public  funds  to 
any  functionary  of  this  Goverument,  mucli  lees  to  an  irre- 
Bponsible  agent,  unknown  to  the  confltltution  of  the  United 
States,  calling  itself  a  National  Institute.  If  we  had  a 
right,  ho  would  be  opposed  to  this  bill,  for  be  could  say 
that,  within  hia  reading  and  his  observation,  he  had  never 
koowD  a  single  instance  of  a  fund  of  naoney,  charitable  or 
otherwise,  being  intrusted  to  the  care  of  an  incorporated 
Iwly  of  men,  that  was  not  squandered,  and  made  to  fall 
short  of  the  object  of  the  donor.  It  was  the  instinct  of 
these  machines  called  corporations;  and  it  was  impossible 
for  it  to  be  otherwise.  Intrust  this  corporation  ivith  the 
Bdministration  of  this  fund,  and  it  would  be  just  as  much 
throwing  it  away  as  to  throw  it  into  the  mud-banks  of  the 
Potomac.  All  these  corporations  arc  filled  with  law — they 
we  but  the  incorporation  of  laws;  and  never,  without  an 
Mceptiou,  either  in  English  history  or  ours,  with  regard  to 
the  administration  by  corporations,  was  there  an  instance 
where  the  corporation  had  not  consumed  the  fund  or  squan- 
dered it  away,  and  caused  it  to  fall  short  of  the  object  of 
tho  donor.  The  Girard  folly  in  Philadelphia  was  an  in- 
Waiice  of  this  fact.  There  might  be  found  thousands  of 
instances  in  the  reports  made  to  the  British  Parliament  by 
piose  charged  with  the  investigation  of  these  subjects ;  and 
™  tiany  instances,  not  only  the  income,  but  the  principal 
w*a  consumed  in  paying  the  administrators.  It  was  always 
^-  This  society  in  Washington  city,  which  calls  itself  a 
^*tional  Institution,  has  no  more  right  to  the  direction  or 
''otitrol  of  this  fund  than  the  Wietar  Club  in  Philadelphia-- 
*tl  institution  establisbed  there  by  an  able  physician  of  that 
•^aiue — or  any  literary  society  in  the  East  or  West,  of  which 
ttierc  were  great  numbers,  as  he  had  before  stated. 

It  is  said  that  this  fund  is  to  be  applied  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  That  very  idea  gave  rise  to  the  origin  of  the 
Kational  Institute,  he  had  no  doubt.  Here  was  a  fund  to 
be  expended  here ;  and  of  .course  there  must  be  somebody 
to  receive  it,  and  what  so  handy  as  a  corporation  ?  What 
•0  convenient  aa  to  take  into  its  hands  a  fund  of  money 
which  has  to  be  expended  ?  What  so  convenient  as  a  cor- 
poration got  up  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  it  ?  And  what 
was  better  calculated  to  lead  Congress  into  their  object 
than  to  take  the  title  of  imtional  ?  National !  a  word  always 
dear  to  the  American  people — so  dear  that  many  an  inn, 
tavern,  and  eating  house,  throughout  the  country,  bore  the 
title,  and  ho  behoved  there  was  an  establishment  some- 
where in  town  here  which  bore  upon  its  sign  the  natiojutt 
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eating  house  !  Now,  as  to  the  formation  of  a  society  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge,  that  was  well  enough ; 
but  he  did  not  want  to  see  these  things  take  a  literary  and 
scientific  name  for  the  purpose  of  tnrusting  their  handa 
into  the  Treasury.  He  did  not  want  to  see  corporations  of 
men  under  high  sounding  titles,  and  professing  beneficial 
objects,  formea  in  this  capital  with  a  view  to  enter  into  tho 
control  of  the  public  funds.  He  saw  no  reason  why  wo 
should  not  give  the  control  of  this  fund  to  some  literary  in- 
stitution in  Philadelphia  or  Boston,  with  as  much  propriety 
as  to  the  National  Institute. 

The  constitution  did  not  give  us  charge  of  the  mind  and 

fenius  of  the  American  people.  It  was  the  privilege  of  a 
espot,  not  of  a  free  government,  to  control  the  mind  and 
direct  the  genius  of  the  people ;  and  he  wished  to  see  no 
institution  for  that  purpose  established  in  the  capital  of  tho 
United  States,  by  which  the  American  people  are  to  think, 
and  read,  and  speak.  Gentlemen  were  mistaken  if  they 
imagined  that,  because  such  institutions  exist  in  France 
and  other  parts  of  Europe,  they  were  doing  a  service  to  the 
American  people  in  undertaking  to  pursue  the  same  course 
in  this  country,  or  under  our  Government.  Our  Govern- 
ment is  the  creature  of  the  public  mind,  and  not  the  creator. 
In  Europe,  where  monarchies,  crowns,  and  thrones  sustain 
themselves  by  controlling  the  thoughts  of  the  people,  it  is 
difterent;  but  our  Government  stands  upon  the  thoughts  of 
the  people,  and  is  controlled  by  them.  We  have  no  right 
to  presume  that  the  people  are  so  ignorant  that  we  ought  to 
legislate  for  enlightening  them..  We  are  here  to  receive 
their  instructions,  not  to  impart  instruction  to  them.  It  is 
no  part  of  our  duty  to  do  so.  It  is  presumption  in  us  to 
assume  the  duty. 

On  these  grounds,  and  others  which  Mr.  A.  enforced  with 
great  energy,  he  not  only  opposed  the  amendment,  but 
signified  his  intention  of  voting  against  the  whole  project. 
Mr.  Walker  said  that,  on  this  pccasion,  he  was  likely  to 
be  placed  in  a  small  minority.  In  relation  to  the  denunci- 
ation which  the  Senate  had  just  heard  upon  this  floor  of  the 
National  Institute,  and  the  charge  that  it  commenced  out 
of  a  desire  to  monopolize  the  Smithsonian  fund,  he  need 
only  to  say  that  it  commenced  long  before  that  fund  was 
received.  It  originated  with  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  now  in  honorable  retire- 
ment; and  from  no  individual  did  it  receive  more  encour- 
agement, or  stronger  marks  of  approbation,  than  from  ex- 
President  Van  Buren  himself,  by  numerous  valuable  pres- 
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?^te,  and  by  every  other  means  in  which  he  could  manifest 
^^18  regard.     He  (Mr.  Walkbr)  thought,  therefore,  notwith- 
?^nding  the  difference  of  opinion  between  his  friend  from 
Massachusetts   [Mr   Choate]   and    his    friend    from  New 
'^mpshire,  [Mr.  Woodbury,]  as  to  which  is  the  most  dem- 
<>Cfatic — ^and  he  really  rejoiced  that  his  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts was  claiming  to  be  democratic,  for  it  was  a  good 
?jTnptx)m  of  the  progress  of  democracy — ^and,  notwithstand- 
ing all  that  was  said  by  his  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allbn,! 
^e  Was  bound  to  say  that  the  individuals  who  originated 
^^^s  institution  were  eminently  democratic.    He  did  not  see 
^^t     the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  New 
"^^^Upshire  proposed  that  the  National  Institute  should  have 
^no    dollar  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  or  of  any  fund  what- 
if^^r*.     He  believed  it  provides  that  the  whole  payments  Uf 
^   'Xiade  are  to  be  made  by  the  Treasury ;  and  that  all  the 
^^"ttonal  Institute  is  to  do,  as  regards  this  matter,  in  con- 
j^^^^t^xon  with  the  four  other  individuals  named,  is  to  be 
^^J^o  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  this  body,  and 
^^^j^ct  every  year  to  the  modifications  and  regulations,  and 
^^L  ^^  ^ct  to  the  supervision  and  control,  of  the  Government 
^*     ^Vie  United  States.    He  rejected  the  idea,  as  one  utterly 
^^**oiieou8,  that  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New 
*^^»3Qp8hire  proposes  that  the  National  Institute  shall  take 
^,^,y    portion  of  this  fund,  or  that  it  proposes  even  that  it 
®*^^^^1.1  have  the  administration  of  it.    It  is  not  to  receive  a 
®^^^i^tiary  dollar.     It  is  not  to  disburse  either  the  Smithsonian 
Jj^  J^  <3,  or  any  other  fiind  whatever,  under  this  amendment. 
^t^^  Smithsonian  fund  is  all  to  be  administered  by  the 
^^^■^asury  Department — to  be  paid  out  by  that  department; 
^^^  all  that  is  to  be  done  by  this  amendment  is,  to  provide 
2^^^*  there  may  be  some  supervision  of  these  drafts  before 

??  are  presented  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

y^-Se  should  really  like  to  know,  inasmuch  as  there  was  to 

V^  ^  discussion  here  upon  politics  generally,  which  of  the 

^^   is  the  more  democratic — the  Smithsonian  Institution, 

^^.    \lie  National  Institute?     The   Smithsonian   Institution 

^^^Sitiated  from  an  individual  in  England,  entirely  foreign 

J      '^^  very  name  is  foreign.     How  was  it  with  the  National 

^1  ^^>^t:ute?    It  sprang  from  the  people.     It  bears  a  name 

^^  is  dear  to  the  people ;  and  it  has  received  the  manifest 

^^iiragement  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.     He 

^^ y^e  now  not  merely  of  the  colleges  scattered  all  over  the 

^  ^>^on  that  had  contributed  to  its  aid  and  support.     He 

^V^^e  not  merely  of  the  scientific  men  who  assembled  at 

^u\^  Capitol  not  long  since,  and  gave  it  their  encouragement 
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J^^vices.    He  believed  that  by  committing  to  this  institute 

^^  administration  of  this  fund,  two  main  objects  would  be 

^J^mplished.     In  the  first  place,  it  would  best  accomplish 

r^o  intention  of  the  donor ;  and,  in  the  second,  he  believed 

^f  Would  also  give  additional  permanency  to,  and  aid  the  Na- 

^onal  Institute.     Therefore,  notwithstanding  the  denuncia- 

^on   of  his  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allen,]  and  notwith- 

^^nding  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 

Choatb]  considered  his  plan  much  the  best,  and  much  the 

^ore    democratic,  he  [Mr.  Walker]  should  feel  himself 

^^nstrained  to  vote,  in  a  small  minority  he  supposed,  for 

^©  ftznendment  proposed  by  his  honorable  friend  from  New 

flanapslure,  [Mr.  Woodbury.] 

Mr.  Foster  of  New  York  rose  not  to  discuss  the  measure, 

^t  to  suggest  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  deficiency  in 

the  bill^  namely,  the  want  of  some  provision  for  the  perma- 

^^^^y    of  the  system  of  management   which  experience 

®*\ouid  prove  to  be  best.     In  the  proJ)er  time  he  would  sub- 

^'^  a.n  amendment,  the  object  of  which  would  be  that  there 

fiooul^    \)e  only  one  of  the  seven  additional  members  over 

Qe  e^ur  c^fficio  members  elected  annually ;  so  that  in  the  course 

^'^o  each  would  serve  seven  years. 

f  •**■*••   Huntington  opposed  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 

^2^  i^ew  Hampshire. 

luf^   amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
^^*    IFosTBR  of  New  York  now  submitted  his  amendment, 

Q^Q,.  *^^  Jared  P.  Kirtland  of  Ohio,  Richard  Henry  Wilde  of  Louisiana, 
of  H  i  ^  "tucker  of  Virginia,  George  Bancroft  of  Massachusetts,  Henry  King 
Natio^^'^"^**  *'*^  Joseph  G.  Totten  and  Alex.  Dallas  Bache,  members  of  the 
l)er8,  3^^^  Institute,  resident  in  Washington  city,  be  the  other  seven  mem- 
of  tli^^^^o  shall,  by  lot,  fix  the  term  of  their  office,  so  that  the  term  of  one 
thrcQ  *^^  shall  expire  in  one  year ;  of  another,  in  two  years ;  of  another,  in 
othei>  ^^2ars;  of  another,  in  four  years;  of  another,  in  five  years;  of  an- 
Dec^^^V^  six  years  ;  and  of  the  other,  in  seven  years  from  the  first  day  of 
otbe^^^V^^^*  next,  after  the  passage  of  this  act.  And  any  vacancy  happening 
der  o^^  ^®<)  ^^^°  ^y  ^^0  expiration  of  the  term,  shall  be  filled  for  the  remain- 
vac%.^      '^he  term  on  the  fourth   Wednesday  of  December  next,  after   the 


occurs.'* 


^gi    ^^-  F.  urged  at  some  length  the  propriety  of  this  pro- 

coxiA^"  Tappan  opposed  the  provision  as  unnecessary,  as  there 

^    ^-   be  no  doubt  of  the  re-election  of  such  members  as 

^-^^^d  by  their  services  to  be  most  valuable  to  the  institu- 

v.  \^.  Choatb  pointed  out  how  much  better  it  would  be  for 

^  -  ^  ^  titerests  of  the  institution  to  have  short  terms  of  elec- 

UVi\\  ^  ^g  ^jj^^.  yyQj^ji^  stimulate  managers,  who  would  feel  their 
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and  support;  but  he  spoke  of  the  people  in  the  huml>l«8t 
walks  of  life,  scattered  all  over  this  Union — residing^  in 
every  State  of  the  Union — who,  from  year  to  year,  SLTid 
month  to  month,  had  forwarded  presents.  And  why  is  it 
that  this  institute  is  dear  to  the  American  people  ?  Bec&ixse 
it  is  national — because  it  is  American.  They  wish  to  see  an 
institution  here  bearing  the  name  of  the  nation,  wlnich 
shall  give  to  the  United  States  the  same  happy  ran^e  in 
science  that  this  Government  has  done  in  political  afiairs. 

And  let  him  tell  gentlemen  that  an  institution  that^    is 
merely  called  Smithsonian   can   never  concentrate  in    "fctie 
same  degree  the  afiections  and  confidence  of  the  Americ^^BB 
people.     Still  he  admitted  that  it  must  be  called  the  Smxtl^ 
Bonian  Institution,  nor  did  he  propose  that  it  should       ^ 
called  by  any  other  name.    But  the  question  was,  whetil^^^ 
the  individuals  who  were  named  in  the  bill  now  under  C5^^>^; 
sideration,  as  regarded  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  wo 
better  carry  out  the  object  of  Mr.    Smithson   than 
National  Institute.     It  was  a  mere  difference  of  opinio 
to  how  the  fund  could  be  best  administered.     But  if  tl^ 
was  any  objection  to  a  corporation,  would  not  the  8m^ 
sonian   Institution   be  a  corporation  ?      He  was  sure 
honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts  [|Mr.  Choate]  wo 
not  deny  that  it  was  at  least  what  was  m  law  called  a 
corporation;  and  he  supposed  his  honorable  friend 
Ohio  [Mr.  Allen]  would  admit  that  it  would  not  be  m 
democratic  by  making  it  a  quasi  corporation.     He  supp 
it  could  institute  suits  and  legal  proceedings.-    Who  are 

fersons  that  would  have  charge  of  this,  under  the  Natio 
nstitute  ?     Who  are  the  directors  ?    There  was  the 
dent  of  the  United  States.     Was  not  that  democratic  ? 
he  not  the  only  man  in  our  Government  who  is  elected 
the  whole  people  of  the  whole  Union  ?     And  who,  toget 
with  him  constitute  a  majority  of  the  directors  ?     Why,  u- —     -j 
cabinet,  deriving  their  appointment  directly  and  immediat^^^  L 
from  the  Chief  Magistrate,  who  is  himself  the  chosen 
the  whole  American  people.     Was  that  less  democratic  th 
committing  the  administration  of  this  fund  to  those  intrus 
with  it  in  the  bill  ?     He  thought,  so  far  as  the  democracy 
the  thing  was  concerned,  that  the  administration  of  this  fu 
by  the  National  Institute  was  quite  as  democratic  as  it  cou 
be  by  any  other  mode.  ^^..^^ — *£ 

But  those  who  have  charge  of  this  fund  under  the  N  \ 

tional  Institute  will  be  alwavs  here.     They  are  to  contriby^         . 
their  valuable  services  and  time  to  the  administration  of  th 
fund,  and  they  are  not  to  receive  one  solitary  dollar  for  th 
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*o  retain  the  whole,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary, 

^  the  percentage  to  which  such  State  may  be  entitled,  of 

*le  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  within  its 

'Jmite,  and  apply  the  same  to  the  payment  of  said  interest 

^^  principal,  or  to  the  reimbursement  of  any  sums  of  money 

^^pendea  by  the  United  States  for  that  purpose." 

This  had  reference  to  the  States  in  whicn  the  Smithson 
^Uid  lutd  been  invested. 


^ROOBEDINOS  IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

HousB  OF  Representatives,  January  27, 1845. 

M^essage  from  the  Senate  that  a  bill  (S.  18)  to  establish 
^he  Smithsonian  Institution  had  passed. 

^r.  Burke  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to 
this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
the  Union,  but  objection  was  made. 

House  of  Representatives,  January  28,  1845. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burke,  bill  S.  18  was  read  a  first  and 
time,  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
^^  ordered  to  be  printed. 

House  of  Representatives,  February  10, 1845. 

Af  r.  Owen  submitted  an  amendment  to,  or  substitute  for, 
18;  which  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
ole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Oti  motion  by  Mr.  Owen,  the  committee  took  up  the  bill 
^  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and,  after  some 
^^^^arks  from  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Owen,  and  others,  Mr. 
!j^^-A^s  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside ;  which  was  agreed 

House  of  Representatives,  March  8, 1845. 
r.  Burke  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

>lved,  That  all  dobato  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
X^*"^  of  the  Union  on  Senate  bill  (No.  18)  to  establish  the  Smithsonian 
i^^^T^^tution,  shall  cease  in  ten  minutes  after  the  same  shall  be  again  taken 
c^tf^*^  committee,  (if  the  committee  shall  not  sooner  come  to  a  conclusion 


the  same ;)  and  the  committee  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  on  such 
^    ^'*:fcdment8  as  may  be  pending,  or  offered  to  tne  same,  and  shall  then 
V>^^^^^t  it  to  the  House  witn  such  amendments  as  may  have  been  agreed  to 
^^e  committee. 


.j^    ^'he  resolution  was  read;  when  Mr.  George  W.  Jones 
^^^"Ved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
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And  the  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— ^yeas,  83 ;  nays,  52. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

TEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Arrington,  Barringer,  Belsor,  Benton,  Bidlack, 
James  A.  Black,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brengle,  Brodhead,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
Caldwell,  Carpenter,  Shepherd  Cary,  Carroll,  Causin,  Reuben  Chapman, 
Augustus  A.  Chapman,  Chappell,  Clinch,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Coles,  Cranston, 
CuUom,  Darragh,  Dawson,  Dickey,  Dunlap,  Ficklin,  Fish,  Orinnell,  Ham- 
mctt,  Henley,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Hubard,  Hubbell,  Hudson,  Hung- 
crford,  Washington  Hunt,  Irvin,  Jenks,  Cave  Johnson,  Perley  B.  Johnson, 
George  W.  Jones,  Preston  King,  Lumpkin,  Mcllvalne,  Isaac  E.  Morae, 
Moscley,  Norris,  Parmenter,  Payne,  Phoanix,  Pratt,  Purdy,  Rathbun, 
Bcding,  Relfe,  Bhctt,  Bitter,  Robinson,  Rojgers,  Russell,  Severance,  Simons, 
Slidell,  Thomas  Smi^h,  Sykes,  Taylor,  Thomasson,  Thompson,  Tilden, 
Tucker,  Tyler,  Wethered,  Benjamin  White,  Williams,  William  Wright, 
Yost. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Bayly,  Edward  J.  Black,  Bower,  Brinkerhoff, 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  Burke,  Catlin,  Chilton,  Clingman,  CoUamer,  Croas, 
Dana,  Daniel,  Richard  D.  Davis,  Dellet,  Dillingham,  Dromgoole,  Foot, 
Foster,  French,  Hamlin,  Harper,  Andrew  Kennedy,  D.  P.  Kine,  Leonard, 
Lucas,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McDowell,  McKay,  Marsh,  Edward  Joy 
Morris,  Newton,  Owen,  Paterson,  Emery  D.  Potter,  David  8.  Reid,  Bock- 
well,  St  John,  Sample,  Saunders,  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  Albert  Smith, 
Robert  Smith,  Steenrod,  Andrew  Stewart,  John  Stewart,  Stiles,  Alfred  P. 
Stone,  Vinton,  Winthrop. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 

Senate,  April  30,  1846. 

Message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  that  bill  H. 
R.  5  had  been  passed.  The  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second 
times  by  unanimous  consent,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  three  members  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  Senate.  Mr.  Dix,  Mr. 
Corwin,  and  Mr.  Lewis  were  appointed. 

Senate,  3fai/  21,  1846. 

Mr.  Dix  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Madison 
county.  New  York,  praying  the  adoption  of  a  plan  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  select  committee  on  the  subject. 

Senate,  Jime  1,  1846. 

Mr.  Dix,  from  the  select  committee,  reported  H.  R.  5, 
with  amendments;  which  wore  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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Senate,  June  24, 1846. 

Mr.  Dickinson  presented  the  proceedings  and  resolutions 
of  a  convention  of  county  superintendents  of  common 
•cbools,  held  at  Albany,  New  York. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows  : 

M  a  convention  of  county  superintendents  of  common  schools,  and 
friends  of  education  generally,  held  at  the  city  of  Albany,  in  the  Stato  of 
New  York,  on  the  12th,  18th,  14th,  and  15th  days  of  May  last,  the  follow- 
ing  reaolutions  offered  by  the  Hon.  Jabez  D.  Hammond,  of  the  county  of 
^^tsego,  iRrero  unanimously  adopted  : 

^noi)0€d^  That  while  this  convention  are  impressed  with  profound  ro- 

■pwtand  veneration  for  the  memory  of  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  Ens^- 

wp<i,aiid  gratitude  for  his  munificent  legacy  to  the  United  State?,  made 

^^  a  view  to  the  increase  and  dillusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  they 

«Mnot  suppress  their  deep  mortification  and  painful  regret  that  the  repre- 

'^tAti  ves  of  the  people  of  these  United  States  should  have  suffered  a  fund 

^''^M  for  such  noble  and  exalted  purposes  to  remain  so  long  unemployed ; 

|uul  the^  do  respectfully,  but  most  earnestly,  recommend  to  the  present 

y^|^>ress  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  carry  into  immediate  effect  the 

werol^nt  intentions  of  the  philanthropic  and  liberal  donor. 

'^*K>£i9e({,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  signed  by  the  president  and 
'^^'vta.T^es,  be  forwardea  to  each  of  the  Senators  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
otttes  d^m  the  State  of  New  York. 

Samuel  S.  Randall,  President. 

^'^-ARD  OOOPSR, 
W.   X^TTTNAM, 

Secretaries. 

Senate,  August  7, 1846. 

"  A^n  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the 

increase  and  diffusion   of   knowledge  amonff  men,"  was 

passed  over  in  consequence  of  want  of  time  K>r  considera- 
tion. 

Senate,  August  10, 1846. 

I  ^  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  5)  to 
^?^^\5sh  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and 
dittaBion  of  knowledge  among  men,  together  with  the 
^niendnaents  reported  thereto;  and  the  reported  amend- 
^^'^^  having  been  disagreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 

^^ered  that  it  pass  to  a  third  reading.  The  said  bill 
^^  ^^ud  a  third  time. 

.    ^  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  "     It  was  deter- 
°^^0^^  in  the  affirmative — ^ycas,  26 ;  nays,  13. 
.     Y    Motion  by  Mr.  Allen,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  de- 
^^^TVx  ^^  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present, 
^^'^osc  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

23 
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YEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Atchison,  Barrow,  Berrien,  Cameron,  Cille; 
Thomas  Clayton,  John  M.  Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis,  Evans,  Greene,  Hou 
ton,  Huntington,  Jarnagin,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiani 
Lewis,  Mangum,  Miller,  Morehead,  Phelps,  Speight,  Sturgeon,  Uphan 
Webster, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atherton,  Bagby,  Benton,  Calhoni 
Dickinson,  Fairfield,  McDuffio,  Semple,  Turney,  Westcott,  Yulee.         ^ 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House  of  Reprc 
sentatives  accordingly. 

Mr.  Evans  ^by  unanimous  consent)  asked  and  obtaine< 
leave  to  bring  m  a  resolution  (S.  37)  appointing  regents  c 
the  Smithsonian  Institution;  which  was  read  the  lirst  an 
second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  k 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being  mad* 
it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  read  a  third  time,  and  passe 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  request  the  concurrence 
the  House  of  Representatives  therein. 

Mr.  Evans  submitted  the  following  resolution;  whi— 
was  considered,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolvedj  (the  House  of  Representatives  concurring,)  That  the  sixteen 
Joint  rule  of  the  two  houses  he  suspended,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  a  resolute 
(S.  87)  appointing  regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  President  signed  H.  R.  5,  an  act  to  establish  t^ 
Smithsonian  Institution,  and  S.  Res.  37  appointing  regerr 
to  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.^ 

House  of  Representatives,  December  4, 1845. 

Mr.  Owen  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  establish  the  Smi^ 
sonian  Institution. 

House  of  Representatives,  December  19, 1845. 

Mr.  Owen's  bill  (H.  R.  5)  was  read  a  first  and  secc^ 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  seven  memb^ 
viz :    Mr.   Owen,  Mr.  Jno.  Q.  Adams,  Mr.  Jenkins, 
Marsh,  Mr.  Alex.  D.  Sims,  Mr.  Jeff.  Davis,  and  Mr.  Wil 

House  of  Representatives,  January  9,  1846. 

Mr.  Owen,  from  the  Belcct  committee,  reported  a  re 
tion  that  the  bill  referred  to  the  committee  be  print- 
agreed  to. 
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HoDSE  OF  Representatives,  February  28,  1846. 

Mr.  Owes,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  n.  R  6,  reported  a  substitute  for  eaid  bill ; 
and  thereupon  Mr.  Owen  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

liaotetd.  That  this  report  be  printed  ;  that  tho  substitute  herewith  re- 
p«»rW  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whnlo  on  the  elate  of  the 
iJoion,  &nd  be  printed  separatplj  in  the  form  of  a  bill ;  and  that  tho  «ania 
be  nude  the  ipeciat  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  Tuesday  in  April  next. 

Mr.  Houston  called  for  a  diviaiou  of  the  question,  so  as 
to  take  a  separate  vote  on  the  proposal  to  make  it  the 
Bpeeial  order  for  a  particular  day ;  which  was  ordered. 

^nd  the  question  on  the  first  branch  of  the  resolution 
Was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wliole 
on  the  etate  of  the  Union. 

-And  the  question  recurring  on  the  second  branch  of  the 
resolution, 

3Ir,  Owen  said :  I  hope  the  House  will  suffer  me  to  say 
one  word  on  the  subject,  Tho  money  appropriated  by  thia 
bill  has  been  in  our  Treasury  between  seven  and  eight  years; 
And,  in  all  that  time,  not  a  dollar  of  it  has  been  used  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  will  of  the  testator,  "We  cannot  suppose 
Congress  unwilling  to  act  in  nach  a  matter.  It  has  hereto- 
fore tailed,  because,  in  the  conflict  on  other  important  sub- 
jects, it  was  delayed,  and  remained  among  the  unfinished 
■business.     This  will  again  be  its  fate,  unless  we  make  it  the 

?'ecial  order  for  some  day.  The  committee  put  it  off  until 
pril.  If  even  that  be  too  early,  let  a  later  day  be  named. 
"ttt,  at  all  events,  let  some  day  bo  fixed  when  we  may  know 
^at  the  subject  will  be  taken  up :  so  that  we  at  last  escape 
"*ft  just  reproach  of  receiving  money  for  one  of  the  best 
P^itjKiseB  on  earth,  and  then  doing  nothing  with  it, 

"The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second  branch  of  the 
r^SoIntion,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — two-thirds  voting 

So  the  bill  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  the 
**'c<ind  Tuesday  in  April  next. 

,    Mr,  Owen,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian 
"^quest,  made  the  following  report : 

The  select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  to 
*Hom  was  referred  House  bill  No.  5.  entitled  a  "bill  to  es- 
'^blieh  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  have  had  the  same 
'^Qder  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  the 
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Bam'e  back  with  one  amendment.    The  bill,  as  it  was  re- 
ferred to  them,  reads  as  follows : 

A  BILL  to  establish  tho  '<  Smithsonian  Institution/' for  the  inoreaie  tad 

diffasion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

Whereas  James  Smitbson,  Esquire,  of  London,  in  the  Kingdom  of  GfMl 
Britain,  b^  his  last  will  and  testament,  did  give  the  whole  of  his  propartj 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  found  at  Washington,  under  the  Amm 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  inereasa  and  di^ 
fusion  of  knowledge  among  men  ;  and  whereas  Oongress  havo  heretofen 
received  said  property  and  accepted  said  trust :  therefore,  that  the  um 
mtij  be  executed  in  good  faith,  and  according  to  the  will  of  the  liberal  ud 
enlightened  donor — 

^^Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeniaihea  of  the  MM 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  Tnat  so  much  of  the  property  of 
the  said  James  Smithson  as  has  been  received  in  money,  and  paid  into  tte 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  being  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  flftm 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars,  be  lent  to  the  United  Statffi 
Treasury,  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum  interest,  from  the^first  day  of  SeptsBir' 
ber,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eieht,  when  tbeianw 
was  received  into  the  said  Treasury,  and  that  so  much  of  Uie  interest  as  vaMJ 
have  accrued  on  said  sum  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  which  will  amotti^ 
to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  imsDtJ' 
nine  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  by  the  board  of  managers  of  tl^ 
institution  established  by  this  act  be  deemed  necessary,  be,  and  the  samo  ** 
hereby,  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  the  encloais^l^ 
and  preparing  of  suitable  grounds,  and  for  other  current  incidental  expg*^ 
ses  of  the  said  institution  ;  and  that  six  per  cent,  interest  on  the  said  iftt^ 
fund,  it  being  the  said  amount  of  five  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  O0* 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars,  received  into  the  United  States  TretMi<^* 
on  the  first  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eiK^^ 
payable,  in  half  yearly  payments,  on  tho  first  of  January  and  Julv  in  em^ 
year,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  perpetual  maintenaO^ 
and  support  of  said  institution ;  and  all  expenditures  and  apphopriationi^  ^ 
be  made,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  purposes  of  the  institution  aforesaid,  slftijl^ 
be  exclusively  from  the  accruing  interest,  and  not  from  the  princijMd  of  tS^ 
said  fund. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  business  of  the  said  institotl^^ 
shall  be  conducted  by  a  board  of  managers,  to  be  composed  of  the  Yi^^* 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  Stat^f; 
during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  hold  their  respective  offices ;  th»  •* 
members  of  the  Senate  and  three  members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatir^^ 
together  with  seven  other  persons,  other  than  members  of  Congress,  two    ^' 
whom  shall  be  members  of  tho  National  Institute  in  the  city  of  Washii*-^' 
ton,  and  resident  in  the  said  city;  and  tho  other  five  thereof  shall  be  ^"** 
habitants  of  States,  and  no  two  of  them  of  the  same  State.     And  the 
agers  to  be  selected  as  aforesaid  from  Congress,  shall  be  appointed  imi 
ately  after  the  passage  of  this  act — the  members  of  the  Senate  by  ^  ^ 
President  thereof,  and  the  members  of  the  House  by  the  Speaker  therec^^ 
and  those  so  appointed  shall  serve  until  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  Decemb^-' 
the  second  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act ;  and  then,  and  biennial  ^^ 
thereafter,  on  every  alternate  fourth  Wednesday  of  December,  a  like  namlr^^ 
shall  be  appointed  in  the  same  manner,  to  serve  until  the  fourth  Wednesd^^ 
of  Decemoor,  the  second  succeeding  their  appointment ;  and  they  shall  tl^ 
constitute  and  be  denominated  a  Joint  standing  committee  of  Congress  a' 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  ;   and  vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  resigns* 
lion,  or  otherwise,  t^hall  be  filled  as  vacancies  in  committees  are  filled ;  and 
the  other  seven  managers  aforesaid  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years 
{torn  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  December  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act; 
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irhen,  and  on  every  alternate  fourth  Wednesday  of  December  thereafter,  a 

new  election  thereof  shall  be  made  by  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress ;  and 

'Vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  may  be  filled  in 

like  manner  by  joint  resolution  of  Congress.    And  the  said  managers  shall 

iKieet  and  organize,  by  the  choice  of  a  president,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 

liigion,  on  the  first  Monday  in  September  next  after  the  passage  of  this 

^t,  and  they  shall  then  fix  on  the  times  for  regular  meetings  of  the  board ; 

*iid  on  application  of  any  three  of  the  managers  to  the  superintendent  of 

the  said  institution,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  appoint  a  special  meeting  of 

^  board,  of  which  he  shall  give  notice  by  letter  to  each  of  the  members ; 

^  tt  any  meeting  of  the  board  of  managers,  five  shall  constitute  a  quo- 

'om  to  do  business.     And  each  member  of  the  board  of  managers  shall 

^  paid  his  necessary  traveling  and  other  actual  expenses  in  attending 

i&setings  of  the  boara,  which  shall  be  audited  and  recorded  by  the  su|)erin- 

^dentof  the  institution  ;  but  his  service  as  manager  shall  be  gratuitous. 

And  whenever  money  is  required  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  or  perform- 

*Doe  of  the  contracts  of  the  institution,  incurred  or  entered  into  in  con- 

^nnitjT  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  for  making  the  purchases  and 

*secoting  the  objects  authorized  by  this  act,  the  superintendent  or  the 

pagers,  or  any  three  thereof,  may  certify  to  the  president  of  the  board 

toat  SQch  sum  of  money  is  required ;  whereupon,  ho  shall  submit  the  same 

^  a  committee  of  three  of  the  managers  appointed  for  that  purpose  for  ex- 

*|Biination  and  approval ;   and  upon  such  examination  and  approval,  he 

■p*U  certify  the  same  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  Treasury  for  payment. 

And  the  said  board  shall  make  all  needful  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws, 

"^  the  government  of  the  institution  and  the  persons  employed  therein,  and 

*^1  sabmit  to  Congress,  at  each  session  thereof,  a  report  of  the  operations, 

expenditures,  and  condition  of  the  institution. 

Sxa  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  after  the  board  of  managers  shall 
QftTe  met,  and  become  organized,  it  shall  be  their  duty  forthwith  to  proceed 
^  select  suitable  sites  for  such  buildings  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  institu- 
^on,  and  suitable  ground  for  horticultural  and  agricultural  purposes  and 
experiments ;  which  ground  may  be  taken  and  appropriated  out  of  that  part 
^  thepablic  ground  in  the  city  of  Washington  called  the  Mall,  lying  west 
ef  SeTenth  street ;  and  the  sites  and  grounds  so  selected  shall  be  sot  out  by 
Proper  metes  and  bounds,  and  a  description  of  the  same  shall  be  made  and 
i^corded  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  signed  by  the  said 
'i^^uisgers,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  bo  convened  at  the  time  of  their 
•*id  organization  ;  and  such  record,  or  a  copy  thereof,  certified  by  the  pres- 
^ent  of  the  board  of  managers,  shall  bo  received  in  evidence  in  all  courts 
^f  the  extent  and  boundaries  of  the  lands  appropriated  to  the  said  institu- 
^n;  and  upon  the  making  of  such  record,  such  sites  and  lands  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  appropriated  by  force  of  this  act  to  the  said  insti- 
gation. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  so  soon  as  the  board  of  managers 

'l^llbavo  selected  the  site  for  the  buildings  of  the  institution,  they  shall  cause 

^  be  erected  a  suitable  building,  of  plaiu  and  durable  materials  and  struct- 

^^i^t  without  unnecessary  ornament,  and  of  sufficient  size,  and  with  suitable 

'^nis  or  halls  for  the  reception  and  arrangement,  upon  a  liberal  scale,  of 

^hjectsof  natural  history,  includini;  a  geological  and  mineralogicul  cabinet; 

also  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  library,  and  the  necessary  lecture  rooms ;  and 

•J®  faid  board  shall  have  authority,  by  themselves,  or  by  a  committee  of 

^fee  of  their  members,  to  contract  for  the  completion  of  such  building, 

J'Pon  such  plan  as  may  bo  directed  by  the  board  of  managers,  and  shall 

^ke  suflBcient  security  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the  building 

f'ld  finishing  the  same  according  to  the  said  plan,  and  in  the  time  stipulated 

in  guch  contract.     And  the  board  of  managers  shall  also  cause  the  grounds 

•elected  for  horticultural  and  agricultural  purposes  to  be  enclosed  and  se- 

f^^i  and  suitable  buildings  erected,  to  preserve  such  plants  as  will  not 

^f  exposure  to  the  weather  at  all  seasons*;  and  so  soon  as  it  may  be  neces- 
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Bary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  persons  employed  in  said  institution,  the 
said  hoard  of  managers  may  cause  to  he  erected  on  the  grounds  of  tho  in- 
stitution such  dwelling  houses  and  other  huildings,  of  plain  and  suhstantial 
workmanship  and  materials,  to  he  without  unnecessary  ornament,  as  may 
he  wanted :  Provided,  however ,  That  the  whole  expense  of  the  buildings  and 
enclosures  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  the  interest  which  will 
have  accrued  on  the  principal  sum  and  fund  on  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
to  wit :  tho  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  one  hundred  an  ~ 
twenty-nine  dollars ;    which  sum  is  hereby  appropriated,  payahle  out  o; 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated ;   together  with  su  ~ 
sum  or  sums  out  of  tho  annual  interest  accruing  to  the  institution,  as  may 
in  any  year,  remain  unexpended,  after  paying  the  current  expenses  of  th^ 
institution  :  And  provided^  further.  That  the  expenditure  for  enclosing  an< 
securing  grounds,  and  erecting  buildings  to  prevent  plants  from  exposun 
shall  not  exceed  tho  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars.    And  all  such  co; 
tracts  as  may  be  made  by  said  board  of  managers  shall  be  deposited  with  tl 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  ;  and  all  questions  which  may  arise  betw 
the  United  States  and  any  person  claiming  under  and  by  virtue  of  any  su 
contract,  shall  be  heard  and  determined  by  said  board  of  managers,  and  su 
determination  shall  he  final  and  conclusive  upon   all  parties ;    and 
claims  on  any  contract  made  as  aforesaid  shall  be  allowed  and  certified 
the  board  of  managers,  or  a  committee  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be,  a 
being  signed  by  the  president  of  the  board,  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher 
settlement  and  payment  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.     And 
board  of  managers  shall  be  authorized  to  employ  such  persons  as  they  d 
necessary  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  buildings  and  fitting  up 
rooms  of  the  institution.     And  all  laws  for  the  protection  of  public  pr 
erty  in  tho  city  of  Washington  shall  apply  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the  p 
tection  of  the  lands,  buildings,  and  other  property  of  said  institution  ;  s 
all  prosecutions  for  trespasses  upon  said  property,  and  all  c;vil  suits  on 
half  of  said  institution,  shall  be  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  Uni 
States,  in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction  of  the  same. 

Skc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  proportion  as  suitable  arran 
ments  can  be  made  for  their  reception,  all  objects  of  foreign  and  curi- 
research,  and  all  objects  of  natural  history,  plants,  and  geolo(;ical  and 
eralogical  specimens  belonging  or  hereafter  to  belong  to  the  United  Sta^ 
which  may  bo  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  whosesoever  custody  the 
may  be,  shall  bo  delivered  to  such  persons  as  may  bo  authorized  by 
board  of  managers  to  receive  them,  and  shall  be  arranged  in  such  or 
and  so  classed,  as  best  to  facilitate  tho  examination  and  study  of  them 
the  buildings  so  as  aforesaid  to  bo  erected  for  tho  institution  ;  and  tho  m 
agers  of  said  institution  shall  afterwards,  as  now  specimens  in  natural 
tory,  geology,  or  mineralogy,  may  bo  obtained  for  the  museum  of  the 
stitution  by  exchanges  of  duplicate  specimens  ht^longinc:  to  tho  institut 
(which  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  make)  or  by  donation,  which 
may  receive,  or  otherwise,  cause  such  new  specimens  to  be  also  appro 
ately  classed  and  arranged.     And  tho  minerals,  books,  manuscripts, 
other  property  of  James  Smithson,  which  have  been  received  by  the  < 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  and  are  now  placed  in  the  Patent  0 
shall  be  removed  to  said  institution  and  shall  be  preserved  separate 
apart  from  the  other  property  of  tho  institution. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  eriacted^  That  the  manasjers  of  said  institi 
shall  appoint  a  superintendent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  charge  o 
ground,  buildings,  and  j)roperty,  belonging  to  the  institution,  and  care, 
preserve  the  same  from  injury  ;  and  such  superintendent  shall  be  th 
retary  of  the  board  of  managers,  and  shall,  under  their  direction,  m 
fair  and  accurate  record  of  all  their  proceedings,  to  bo  preserved  in  saL 
stitution  ;  and  the  said  superintendent  shall  also  discharge  the  duties 
brarian  and  of  keeper  of  the  museum,  and  may,  with  the  consent 
board  of  managers,  employ  an  assistant;  and  the  said  managers  8ha.1I     sp- 


^  TWENTr-siNia  CONOEB83,  1846-47.  359 

at.  t,  profeucr  of  agriuulturo,  horltnullure,  and  rural  econom;,  and  tbo 
1  proIcHor  may  hire,  from  limo  to  time,  bo  many  gnrdeners,  practical  ag- 
Icult^maU,  «Dd  laborers  as  maj  bo  Decea&iiry  to  uultiVHte  lbs  ground  and 
teep  In  repair  the  builJmgs  of  raid  inetilution;  aud  ha  shall  make  oxperi- 
BkvnU  to  detormiae  the  utility  and  advantage  of  now  modea  and  ioKtru- 
■lonUt  of  ralture,  to  d^lormine  whether  now  fruits,  planU,  and  vcgotabioa 
nny^  be  cultivated  to  advantage  in  the  IJuited  States ;  and  all  such  fruits, 
plKDts,  teedi,  and  vegetables  as  shall  be  found  useful,  and  adapted  In  any  of 
«ur  Boili  and  cliraaCoe,  Bhall  be  distributed  among  the  people  of  the  Union ; 
uid  th*  faid  officers  shall  rocoivo  for  tboir  services  such  sum  as  may  be  al- 
loW(^  by  the  board  of  managers,  to  be  paid  semi-annually  on  the  first  day 
«r  Jmnuary  and  July  ;  and  (ho  said  officers,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  in- 
•litution,  shall  he  romovuble  by  the  board  of  managers  whenever,  in  their 
indgmenl,  the  interests  of  the  institution  require  any  of  the  said  offlcurs  to 
be  clumged. 

8kc.  T.  And  whereas  the  most  cSbctual  mode  of  promoting  the  general 
diflbaion  of  knowledge  is  by  judiciousiyconductcd  common  schools,  lo  the 
wlBblishment  of  which  throughout  theTTniou  much  aid  will  be  afforded  by 
impraviog  and  porfocling  the  common  school  system  of  the  country,  and  by 
*l«Talirig  the  standard  of  qualiBcation  for  common  school  teachers :  And 
Wber«as  knowledge  may  be  essentially  increased  among  men  by  instituting 
•ciemlJfle  recearcbee,  and,  generally,  by  spreading  among  tho  people  a  tasta 
A>F  acioDce  and  tho  arts — 

B«  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  the  board  of  managers  shall  sstablish  n  nor- 
mal branch  of  tho  institution, by  appointing  home  suitable  person  as  profei- 
*Ar  of  common  school  instruction,  with  such  other  professors,  chiefly  of  Iha 
more  useful  sciences  and  arts,  as  may  be  necessary  for  such  a  thorough,  sci- 
•"^ific.and  liberal  course  of  instruction  as  may  be  adapted  to  qualify  young 
persons  as  teachers  of  common  schools,  and  t:>  give  to  others  a  knowledgo 
*t  sn  improved  common  school  system  ;  and  also,  when  desired,  to  qualify 
Madenu  as  touchers  or  professors  of  the  mora  important  branches  of  natural. 
*^MttcB.  And  the  board  of  managers  may  authorize  the  profeiisors  of  tbe 
■tutitution  to  grant  lo  such  of  ils  students  as  may  desire  it,  after  suilabla 
^'^tnination,  cerliScates  of  qoaliflcation  as  common  school  teachers,  and  also 
**  teachers  or  professors  in  various  branches  of  science ;  they  may  also  em- 
ploy  able  men  to  lecture  upon  useful  subjects,  and  shall  fix  the  compcnsa- 
''^n  of  such  Iticturers  and  professors  :  Provided,  however.  That  there  shall  not 
™  «aublisbcd,  in  connection  with  tho  institution,  any  school  of  law,  or  med* 
■Cia«,  or  divinity,  nor  any  professurEhip  of  a  ni'ient  languages.  And  the  said 
'"'Meeri  shall  make,  from  the  ioterest  of  said  fund,  an  appropriation,  not 
*3Ec««3ing  five  thousand  dollars  annually,  for  the  grodual  formation  of  a 
*>br«ty,  composed  chiefly  of  tbe  best  works  on  tbe  physical  sciences,  and 
^«  Bpntieati'm  of  suiencu  to  the  arts  of  life,  but  without  excluding  valua- 
ble ana  standard  works  pertaining  to  othi'r  departments  of  human   knowl- 

Skc  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  board  of  managers  shall 
w»k«  all  needful  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws,  for  tho  govornmoiit  of  the 
•UiiiutioD  and  tbe  persons  employed  therein  ;  and,  in  prescribing  tboduiies 
^  the  professors  and  lecturers,  they  shall  have  reference  to  the  inlro- 
duolion  and  illuslralion  of  subjects  connected  with  the  application  of  science 
I"  ths  productive  and  liberal  arts  of  life,  improvements  in  agriculture,  in 
uitnuhclurcs,  in  trades,  and  in  domestic  economy;  and  Iboy  sball  also 
'la^»inei]ig)  refurtnco  to  the  increase  and  extension  of  scientific  knowledge 
Cf^nertilly,  by  experiment  ar.d  research.  And  the  managers  may,  at  their 
jllK-rctlon,  cause  to  be  printed,  from  time  to  lime,  any  lecture  or  uourse  of 
wluru  which  Ibcj-  may  deem  useful.  And  il  shall  be  tbe  duty  of  each 
[♦^turor,  while  in  the  service  of  the  institution,  to  submit  a  copy  of  any 
''v'ure  ur  lectares  dolivorod  by  bim,  lo  the  managers,  if  required  and  called 
"I*"",  for  tho  purpose  of  being  printed ;  and  such  lectures,  when  printed. 
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shall  be  at  all  times  offered  for  sale  at  the  lowest  rate  that  will  repay  the 
actual  expense  of  publication. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  board  of  managers  shall 
also  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  admission  of  students  into  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  the  institution,  and  their  conduct  and  deportment  while 
they  remain  therein  :  Provided,  That  all  instruction  in  said  institution  shall 
be  {gratuitous  to  those  students  who  conform  to  such  rules  and  regulations. 

Skc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  competent  for  the 
board  of  managers  to  cause  to  be  printed  and  published  periodically  or 
occasionally  essays,  pamphlets,  magazines,  or  other  brief  works  or  produc- 
tions for  the  dissemination  of  information  among  the  people,  especially 
works  in  popular  form  on  agriculture  and  its  latest  improvements,  on  the 
sciences  and  the  aid  they  bring  to  labor,  manuals  explanatory  of  the  best 
systems  of  common  school  instruction,  and  generally  tracts  illustrative  of 
objects  of  elementary  science  and  the  rudiments  of  history,  chemistry, 
astronomy,  or  any  other  department  of  useful  knowledge ;  also,  they  may 
prepare  sets  of  illustrations,  specimens,  and  apparatus,  suited  for  primary 
schools :  Provided,  That  the  same  shall  at  all  times  be  offered  for  sale  at  the 
lowest  rate  that  will  repay  the  actual  expense  of  preparation  or  publication. 

8EC.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  of  any  other  moneys  which  have 
accrued,  or  shall  hereafter  accrue,  as  interest  upon  the  said  Smithsonian 
fund,  not  herein  appropriated,  or  not  required  for  the  purposes  herein  pro- 
vided, the  said  managers  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  disposal  aa 
they  shall  deem  best  suited  for  the  promotion  of  the  purposes  of  tne  toet*- 
tor,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That and  Joseph  O- 

Totten  and  Alexander  Dallas  Bacbe,  members  of  the  National  Institate, 
and  resident  in  the  city  of  Washington,  be  the  seven  managers  who,  by  the 
second  section  of  this  act,  are  to  be  appointed  by  Congress. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  is  reserved  to  Congreaa 
the  right  of  alterins^,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing  any  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act :  Provided,  That  no  contract,  or  individual  right,  made  or 
acquired  under  such  provisions,  shall  be  thereby  divested  or  impaired. 

The  amendment  agreed  to  by  your  committee,  and  which 
they  recommend  for  adoption  to  the  House,  is  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  preamble,  and  insert  the  following  substitute  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  so  much  of  the  property  of 
the  saidf  James  Smithson  as  has  been  received  in  money  and  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  being  the  sura  of  five  hundrea-  and  fifteen 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixt^^-nino  dollars,  bo  lent  to  the  United  State* 
Treasury,  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum  interest,  from  the  first  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirtj'-oight,  when  the  same  was 
received  into  the  said  Treasury  ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  interest  as  may 
have  accrued  on  said  sum  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  which  will  amount 
to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty-two  thousar/d  one  hundred  and  twenty* 
nine  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  by  iho  board  of  manngers  of  the 
institution  established  by  this  act  bo  deemed  necessary,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  the  enclosing  and 
preparing  of  suitable  grounds,  and  for  other  current  incidental  expenses  of 
the  said  institution  ;  and  that  six  per  cent,  interest  on  the  said  trust  fund, 
it  being  the  said  amount  of  five  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  dollars,  received  into  the  United  States  Treasury  on  the  first 
of  September,  one  thousand  eip^ht  hundred  and  ihirty-cight,  payable,  in  half- 
yearly  payments,  on  the  first  of  January  and  July  in  each  year,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  perpetual  maintenance  and  support  of 
said  institution  ;  and  all  expenditures  and  approf»riations  to  be  made,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  purposes  of  the  Institution  aforesaid,  shall  bo  exclusively 
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.^  _  _  jing  interwt  and  not  from  tho  principal  of  Ihe  said  fund. 

'.  tt  wui   ht  ilfiirtiirr  enacted,  That  nil  tho  miLinpjB  and  PtnckB  wbiob  huYe  been, 

piw-   ¥i»ay  hureaficr  bo,  received  into  llie  TreaBury  of  the  United  Slates,  on 

mmrc€»ixal  of  tbo  fund  bequeathed  by  JiimeB  Smithson,  be  and  the  aamu  here- 
V^  nr-e,  pledc^  to  refund  to  tbo  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates  the  Runs 
herd>T  appropriated. 

Skc  3   Amlbeit/vrlkfrtnafted,  That  tho  businexs  of  Ibe  aaid  inBiitntioa 

*  aliati  be  conducted  Ijt  a  board  of  managers,  who  ehall  be,  and  hereby  ttre, 
OOOSliliiledHbodypalitk  and  eorporBlo,ljy  thefltylonnd  title  of  the  "Smilh- 
»oni  MD  Imtitution,"  with  prrpetual  eucct-saion,  and  tbe  usual  powers,  duties, 
Kn4  liabiiitiea,  incident  to  eorporatioDs.  And  the  «aid  board  of  managera 
•luall  bo  cnmpwed  of  tbe  Vice- President  of  tbo  United  States,  the  Chief 
Jualic«  of  the  United  Slates,  end  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  'Washington, 
during  tbs  lime  for  which  Iboy  shall  hold  their  respoctivo  offices,  three 
mem  ben  of  Ihe  Senate,  and  three  membors  of  tbe  House  of  Representatives, 
towither  with  six  other  jierpons.  olhor  than  members  of  Congress,  two  of 
ivbom  (ball  bo  members  of  tbci  National  Institute  In  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, Mud  retident  in  the  said  city  ;  and  the  other  four  thereof  shall  be  in- 
habit«nlJ  of  States,  and  no  two  of  ibom  of  the  same  Suto.  And  the  mun* 
*icer«,  to  be  Folected  ns  aforesaid,  shall  be  appointed  immediately  after  th» 
age  of  Ibis  act — tbe  m^uibora  of  the  Senate  by  llie  President  thereof; 
rnembora  of  the  House  by  tho  Speaker  thereof;  and  ihe  six  other  per- 
■otifl  |jy  joint  resolution  of  tbe  Senate  and  House  of  Itenreeentativesj  and 
tbe  Ricmbers  of  tbe  House  bo  appointed  shal)  serve  until  tbo  fourth  Wed- 
n>9M]a,y  in  December,  the  second  iioit  after  the  passage  of  this  act ;  and  then, 
■nd  hiennially  [hereafler,  on  every  alternate  fourth  Wednesday  of  Decom- 
"•".  alike  number  shall  be  appointed  in  the  same  manner,  to  serve  until 
™*  fbnrib  Wednesday  in  Decembpr,  the  second  suceeeding  their  appoint- 
'^^nt.  And  the  Senators  so  appointed  shall  serve  during  tbe  term  fur  which 
tocy  nhnM  hold,  without  rc-olection,  their  office  as  Senalors.  And  vacnncie* 
P^*^^*>siia)ed  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  fllled  as  vacancies 
>**  e<.|iimitte<^  are  filled  ;  and  tbe  other  six  members  aforesaid  shall  servo. 
'■'^<*  Tor  two  years,  two  for  four  years,  and  two  for  six  years ;  tlio  lerroa  of 
J?*"*»ce,  in  the  first  place,  to  be  determined  by  lot;  but  after  the  Brst  term, 
J^«n  iheir  regular  term  of  service  shall  be  six  years  ;  and  new  elccUona 
*P"reflf  shall  bo  made  by  joint  resolution  of  Congress ;  and  vacancies  occa- 
■•onnj  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  may  bo  filled  in  like  manner, 
**7  joint  resolution  of  Congress.  And  the  said  msnacprs  sballimoet  and 
JJ'gBniie  by  the  choice  of  a  president  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  lh« 
J"**!  Monday  in  September  next  after  tho  passage  of  this  act,  and  Ibev  shall 
™*n  fix  on  tho  times  for  regular  meetings  of  tbe  board  ;  and  on  application 
f^  any  three  of  tbe  managers  to  tho  superintendent  of  the  said  in*tilution, 
*_'hall  be  hU  duly  to  appoint  a  special  meeting  of  the  board,  of  which  hft 
J°*ll  give  nolice  by  letter  to  each  of  tbo  members  ;  and  at  nn;f  tneeling  of 
^o  iKiard  of  managers,  five  shall  conalituto  a  quorum  to  do  business.  And 
r**^h  mtimber  of  tho  board  of  managers  shall  be  paid  his  necessary  travel- 
**|K  nnd  other  actual  expenses  in  attending  meetings  of  tho  board,  which 
'"^Bll  lie  audited  and  recorded  by  tho  suporin  Ion  dent  of  the  institution  ;  but 
*•  •ervicc  OS  manager  shall  be  gratuitous.  And  whenever  money  is  ro- 
^uiro4  for  tho  payment  of  Ibo  debts  or  porformanoo  of  tbe  contracts  of  tho 
jP^itulion,  incurred  or  entered  into  in  conformity  with  tho  provisions  of 
taia  (jc[^  Of  foj  making  tho  purchasps  and  executing  the  objects  authorized 
~y  *hit  act,  the  su peri nlcn dent  or  the  managers,  or  any  three  thereof,  may 
r*/*-ify  to  thi"  president  of  tho  board  that  such  sum  of  money  is  required  j 
r^i-oupun,  ho  shall  submit  the  same  to  a  committee  of  three  of  the  mana- 
**'*  •ppointed  for  that  purpose,  for  examination  and  approval  ;  nnd  upon 
—is  examination  and  approval,  be  shall  certify  the  samo  to  the  proper 
^™^riif  tho  Treasurj"  for  payment.  And  the  said  board  shall  make  all 
,j^^*i  lul  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws,  for  tho  gorernraent  of  the  inatito- 

I      ^^  aodtlwpaa^nnployedthereiD,  and ahall  submit  to  CongroM,  at  eaob 
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eesflion  thereof,  a  report  of  the  operatioDs,  expenditures,  and  condition  of 
the  institution. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  after  the  board  of  managers  shall 
have  met,  and  become  organized,  it  shall  be  their  duty  forthwith  to  proceed 
to  select  suitable  sites  for  such  buildings  as  may  be  necessary  for  tho  instita- 
tion,  and  suitable  ground  for  horticultural  and  agricultural  purposes  and 
experiments ;  which  ground  may  be  taken  and  appropriated  out  of  that 
part  of  the  public  ground  in  the  city  of  Washington  called  tho  Mall,  lying        ^ 
west  of  Seventh  street ;  and  the  sites  and  ground  so  selected  shall  be  set  oat      J 
by  proper  metes  and  bounds,  and  a  description  of  the  same  shall  be  mads      ^ 
and  recorded  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  signed  by  the    ^^ 
said  managers,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  be  convened  at  the  time  of  their    '^^ 
said  organization  ;  and  such  record,  or  a  copy  thereof,  certified  by  the  pred-  ^«»^ 
dent  of  the  board  of  managers,  shall  be  received  in  evidence  in  all  courts  of^^ 
the  extent  and  boundaries  of  the  lands  appropriated  to  the  said  institution  jg      ^ 
and  upon  the  making  of  such  record,  such  sites  and  lands  shall  be  deemc 
and  taken  to  be  appropriated  by  force  of  this  act  to  the  said  institution. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  so  soon  as  the  board  of  mam 
shall  have  selected  the  site  for  the  buildings  of  the  institution,  they 
•cause  to  be  erected  a  suitable  building,  of  plain  and  durable  materials 
structure,  without  unnecessary  ornament,  and  of  sufScient  size,  and  wit 
suitable  rooms,  or  halls,  for  the  reception  and  arrangement,  upon  a  lib< 
scale,  of  objects  of  natural  history,  including  a  geological  and  minerak 
cal  cabinet;  also  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  library,  a  gallery  of  art,  and 
necessary  lecture  rooms ;  and  the  said  board  shall  have  authority,  by  thi 
selves,  or  by  a  committee  of  three  of  their  members,  to  contract  for  th 
completion  of  such  building,  upon  such  plan  as  may  be  directed  by  tb 
board  of  managers,  and  shall  take  sufScient  security  for  the  building  ant 
finishing  the  same  according  to  the  said  plan,  and  in  the  time  stipulated  ii 
such  contract.    And  the  board  of  managers  shall  also  cause  the  ground 
selected  for  horticultural  and  agricultural   purposes  to  be  inclosed  ani 
secured,  and  suitable  buildings  erected  to  preserve  such  plants  as  will  n( 
bear  exposure  to  the  weather  at  all  seasons  ;  and  so  soon  as  it  may  be  ne< 
essary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  persons  employed  in  said  institutioi 
the  said  board  of  managers  may  cause  to  be  erected,  on  tho  grounds  of  th^-    ^ 
institution,  such  dwelling>houses  and  other  buildings,  of  plain  and  substan         ** 
tial  workmanship  and  materials,  to  be  without  unnecessary  ornament,  s& 
may  bo  wanted  :  Provided,  however.  That  the  whole  expense  of  the  build 
ings  and  inclosures  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  the  inten 
which  will  have  aecrued  on  the  principal  sum  and  fund  on  the  first  day 
July  next,  to  wit :  tho  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  on^ 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars;  which  sum  is  hereby  appropriated,  pay 
ablo  out  of  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated ;  togethe- 
with  such  sum  or  sums  out  of  the  annual  interest  accruing  to  the  instil 
tion,  as  may,  in  any  year,  remain  unexpended,  after  paying  the  cun 
oxponses  of  the  institution:  And  provided, further,  That  the  ozpendil 
for  inclosing  and  securing  grounds,  and  erecting  buildings  to  prevent  plsnl 
from  exposure,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars.    Ai 
duplicates  of  all  such  contracts  as  may  be  made  by  the  said  board  fo  mi 
agprs  shall  be  deposited  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States;  and 
claims  on  any  contract,  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  and  certified 
tho  board  of  managers,  or  a  committee  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be, 
being  siijned  by  the  president  of  the  board,  shall  bo  a  sufiScient  voucher 
settlement  and  payment  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.    And 
board  of  managers  shall  be  authorized  to  employ  such  persons  as  they  d( 
necessary  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  buildings  and  fitting  up 
rooms  of  the  institution.     And  all  laws  for  the  protection  of  public  pi 
«rty  in  the  city  of  Washington,  shall  apply  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the  p*^ 
tection  of  the  lands,  buildings,  and  other  property  of  said  institution.    AkJid 
all  moneys  recovered  by,  or  accruing  to,  the  institution  shall  be  paid  i«^t^ 
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^o  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  credit  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest, 
*Ad  separately  accounted  for,  as  provided  in  the  act  approved  July  1,  1886, 
•ocepting  said  bequest. 

Skg.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That,  in  proportion  as  suitable  arrange- 

oientscan  be  made  for  their  reception,  all  objects  of  art  and  of  foreign  and 

curious  research,  and  all  objects  of  natural  history,  plants,  and  geological 

^^   laaineralogical  specimens  belonging  or  hereafter  to  belong  to  the  United 

^^"t^a,  which  may  be  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  whosesoever  custody 

J**®  same  may  be,  shall  be  delivered  to  such  persons  as  may  be  authorized 

^y  'trlae  board  of  managers  to  receive  them,  and  shall  be  arranged  in  such 

<^^or,  and  so  classed,  as  best  to  facilitate  the  examination  and  study  of 

tnercfe ,  in  the  buildings  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  erected  for  the  institution ;  and 

tne  Knanagers  of  said  institution  shall  afterwards,  as  new  specimens  in  natu- 

li  istory,  geology,  or  mineralogy  may  be  obtained  for  the  museum  of  the 

''ttution,  by  exchanges  of  duplicate  specimens  belonging  to  the  institu- 

»  (which  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  make,)  or  by  donation,  which 

r  may  receive,  or  otherwise,  cause  such  new  specimens  to  be  also  appro- 

kt^ly  classed  and  arranged.     And  the  minerals,  books,  manuscripts,  and 

iT  property  of  James  Smithson,  which  have  been  received  by  tne  Gov- 

ciTxientof  the  United  States,  and  are  now  placed  in  the  Department  of 

e,  shall  be  removed  to  said  institution,  and  shall  be  preserved  separate 

apart  from  the  other  property  of  the  institution. 

KG.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  managers  of  said  institution 

*^3.ll  appoint  a  superintendent,  whoso  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  charge  of  the 

S^ound,  buildings,  and  property  belonging  to  the  institution,  and  carefully 

l^rc^serve  the  same  from  injury  ;  and  such  superintendent  shall  bo  the  secre- 

'ttt.T-y  of  the  board  of  managers,  and  shall,  under  their  direction,  make  a  fair 

•>Tia.  accurate  record  of  all  their  proceedings,  to  be  preserved  in  said  institu- 

'tion  ;  and  the  said  superintendent  shall  also  discharge  the  duties  of  librarian 

a.iid  of  keeper  of  the  museum,  and  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  board  of 

"Joanagers,  employ  assistants  ;  and  the  said  managers  shall  appoint  a  profes- 

•or  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  and  rural  economy ;  and  the  said  professor 

1**?^  hire,  from  time  to  time,  so  many  gardeners,  practical  agriculturists,  and 

**  wrers  as  may  be  necessary  to  cultivate  the  ground  and  maintain  a  botani- 

*^**  garden ;  and  he  shall  make,  under  the  supervision  of  the  board  of  man- 

^^®paent,  such  experiments  as  may  be  of  general  utility  throughout  the 

5-''*ited  States,  to  determine  the  utility  and  advantage  of  new  modes  and 

J^struments  of  culture,  to  determine  whether  new  fruits,  plants,  and  vege- 

^^les  may  be  cultivated  to  advantage  in  the  United  States ;  and  the  said 

^^cera  shall  receive  for  their  services  such  sum  as  may  be  allowed  by  the 

^^rd  of  managers,  to  be  paid  semi-annually  on  the  first  day  of  January 

^'^d  July  ;  and  the  said  oflScers,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  institution,  shall 

<^  removable  by  the  board  of  managers,  whenever,  in  their  judgment,  the 

n^rests  of  the  institution  require  any  of  the  said  officers  to  be  changed. 

,.^EC«  7.  And  whereas  the  most  effectual  mode  of  promoting  the  general 

iffusion  of  knowledge  is  by  judiciously  conducted  common  schools,  to  the 

pstabliahment  of  which  throughout  the  Union  much  aid  will  be  afforded  by 

^proving  and  perfecting  the  common  school  system  of  the  country,  and  by 

^^^^ting  the  standard  of  qualification  for  common  school  teachers :  And 

IJ^herejaa  knowledge  may  be  essentially  increased  among  men  by  instituting 

scieixtiflc  researches,  and,  generally,  by  spreading  among  the  people  a  taste 

lor  science  and  the  arU— 

™  "^i  further  enacted^  That  the  board  of  managers  shall  establish  a  nor- 

°^^>  branch  of  the  institution,  by  appointing  some  suitable  person  as  profes- 

^*^^  of  common  school  instruction,  with  such  other  professors,  chiefly  of  the 

"*p^e  Useful  sciences  and  arts,  as  may  be  necessary  for  such  a  thorough, 

^leniific,  and  liberal  course  of  instruction  as  may  be  adapted  to  qualify 

•  Jl^'^S  persons  as  teachers  of  common  schools,  and  to  give  to  others  a  knowl- 

S^.  ^f  an  improved  common  school  system ;  and  also,  when  desired,  to 

<iualify  students  as  teachers  or  professors  of  the  more  important  branches  of 


864  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

natural  science.  And  the  board  of  managers  may  authorize  the  professor* 
of  the  institution  to  grant  to  such  of  its  students  as  may  desire  it,  after 
suitable  examination,  certificates  of  qualification  as  common  school  teachers, 
and  also  as  teachers  or  professors  in  various  branches  of  science ;  they  may 
also  employ  able  men  to  lecture  upon  useful  subjects,  and  shall  Ax  the  com- 
pensation of  such  lecturers  and  professors :  Provided^  hovoever.  That  there 
shall  not  be  established,  in  connection  with  the  institution,  any  school  of 
law,  or  medicine,  or  divinity,  nor  any  professorship  of  ancient  languages. 
And  the  said  managers  shall  make,  from  the  interest  of  said  fund,  an  appro- 
priation, not  exceeding  an  average  of  ten  thousand  dollars  annually,  for  the 
gradual  formation  of  a  library,  composed  of  valuable  works  pertaining  to 
all  departments  of  human  knowledge. 

Skc.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  board  of  managers  shall 
make  all  needful  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws,  for  the  government  of  the 
institution  and  the  persons  employed  therein  ;  and,  in  prescribing  the  duties 
of  the  professors  and  lecturers,  they  shall  have  reference  to  the  introduction 
and  illustration  of  subjects  connected  with  the  application  of  science  to  the 
productive  and  liberal  arts  of  life,  improvements  in  ae^riculture,  in  manu- 
factures, in  trades,  and  in  domestic  economy ;  and  they  shall  also  have 
special  reference  to  the  increase  and  extension  of  scientific  knowledge  gen- 
erally, by  experiment  and  research.  And  the  managers  may,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, cause  to  be  printed,  from  time  to  time,  any  lecture  or  course  of 
lectures  which  they  may  deem  useful.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each 
lecturer,  while  in  the  service  of  the  institution,  to  submit  a  copy  of  any 
lecture  or  lectures,  delivered  by  him,  to  the  managers,  if  required  and  called 
upon. 

Ssc.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  board  of  managers  shall 
also  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  admission  of  students  into  the  vari* 
ous  departments  of  the  institution,  and  their  conduct  and  deportment  while 
they  remain  therein  :  Provided^  That  all  instruction  in  said  institution  shall 
be  gratuitous  to  those  students  who  conform  to  such  rules  and  regulations. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  competent  for  the 
board  of  managers  to  cause  to  bo  printed  and  published  periodically  or  occa- 
sionally essays,  pamphlets,  magazines,  or  other  brief  works  or  productions 
for  the  dissemination  of  information  among  the  people,  especially  works  in 
popular  form  on  agriculture  and  its  latest  improvements,  on  the  sciences  and 
the  aid  they  bring  to  labor,  manuals  explanatory  of  the  best  systems  of  com- 
mon school  instruction,  and  generally  tracts  illustrative  of  objects  of  ele- 
mentary science,  and  treatises  on  history,  natural  and  civil,  chemistry, 
astronomy,  or  any  other  department  of  useful  knowledge  ;  also,  they  may 
prepare  sets  of  illustrations,  specimens,  apparatus,  and  school  books,  suited 
for  primary  schools. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  of  any  other  moneys  which  have 
accrued,  or  shall  hereafter  accrue,  as  interest  upon  the  said  Smithsonian 
fund,  not  herein  appropriated,  or  not  required  for  the  purposes  herein  pro- 
vided, the  said  managers  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  disposal  aa 
they  shall  deem  best  suited  for  the  promotion  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator, 
anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  there  is  reserved  to  Congress 
the  right  of  altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing  any  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act :  Provided^  That  no  contract  or  individual  right,  made  or 
acquired  under  such  provisions,  shall  be  thereby  divested  or  impaired. 

Your  committee  further  report,  that  though  they  do  not 
consider  it  in  strictness  a  part  of  their  duty  to  refer  to  the 
purchases  of  stocks  whicli  Congress  has  seen  fit  to  make 
with  the  money  paid  into  the  Treasury  as  the  Smithsonian 
fund,  yet  they  have  inquired  into  the  present  condition  of 
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tiie4aM8  investments,  and  make  the  following  statement  in  re- 
to  the  same,  that  the  House,  by  its  Committee  of  Ways 
Means  or  otherwise,  may,  if  it  see  fit,  inquire  into  the 
diency  of  adopting  measures  for  the  ultimate  arrange- 
it  of  these  debts. 
There  was  invested,  as  by  reference  to  tables  A,  B,  and 
O,  in  House  document  No.  142,  28th  Congress,  1st  session, 
'^kvlll  more  fully  appear,  upwards  of  half  a  million  in  Arkan- 
sas honds;  upwards  of  $50,000  in  Illinois  bonds,  and  a  few 
axr^aller  sums  in  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  United  States  stocks. 
Oq  these  stocks,  up  to  the  31st  December,  1843,  as  ap- 
also  in  the  report  above  referred  to,  interest  was  paid 


3AlAnce  of  interest  then  due  and  unpaid, 

By  Ui«  State  of  Arkansas $76,687  84 

Michigan 480  00 

Illinois 8,860  00 

interest  due  and  unpaid,  81st  December,  1848 $79,627  84 


a  statement  received  by  your  committee  from  the  Sec- 
^^'tsL'T^y  of  the  Treasury,  they  learn  that,  since  the  31st  De- 
^^"^n^ter,  1848,  there  has  been  carried  into  the  Treasury, 
J^  «^ccount  of  interest  due  by  these  States,  the  sum  of 
'1^>T106.25;  and  that  the  entire  amount  of  interest  due  and 
^^  E>^id,  at  the  close  of  last  year,  had  increased  as  follows  : 

^  "^^lance  of  interest  due  and  unpaid  up  to  the  31st  of  December,  1845,  viz: 

y  '•^lae  State  of  Arkansas $180,841  62 

Illinois 1,680  00 

Michigan 180  07 

1*^1  interest  on  stocks  purchased  with  the  Smithsonian  fund, 
^'•^  «  and  unpaid  on  the  8l8t  December,  1845 $182,701  69 


J.  ^^Hiat  measures,  if  any,  it  may  be  expedient  to  adopt  in 
^1 -^S^rd  to  the  back  interest,  or  to  the  sale  of  all  or  any  of 
J     ^^se  stocks,  they  have  not  considered  it  their  province  to 


j-And  your  committee  recommend  to  the  House  the  adop- 
"  n  of  the  following  resolution  : 

^  '^^e^lved^  That  this  report  bo  printed ;  that  the  substitute  herewith  re- 
^]^^*te<l  by  them  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
g^^^ Union,  and  be  printed  separately  in  the  form  of  a  bill;  and  that  the 
^  ^>ie  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  Tuesday  in  April 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Robert  Dale  Owen,  Chairman. 
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House  op  Eepresentatives,  April  22,  1846. 

The  Speaker  announced  the  special  order  of  the  day  to 
be  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  Owen  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  which  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  invited  to  the  chair  Mr.  Seaborn  Jones,  who 
excused  himself  on  the  ground  that  he  had  but  a  limited 
acquaintance  with  the  members. 

Mr.  Burt  having  then  been  addressed  by  the  Speaker,  ac- 
cepted the  invitation. 

Whereupon  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Burt,  of  South 
Carolina,  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  entitled  "  A  bill  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men." 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  was  taken  up  by  sec- 
tions ;  and  the  first  section  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Q.  W.  Jones  moved  that  the  said  section  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Owen  said :  We  have  been  unfortunate,  in  this  coun- 
try, in  the  administration  of  legacies  bequeathed  by  benev- 
olent men  for  the  improvement  of  our  race.  Of  the  noble 
Girard  fund,  three  quarters  of  a  million  of  dollars  are  lost 
forever,  and  though  half  a  generation  has  passed  away  since 
the  eccentric  Philadelphian  died,  not  one  child  has  yet  reaped 
the  benefit  of  his  munificent  bequest.  A  temple  has  indeed 
arisen  that  outshines  Greece  and  her  Parthenon ;  its  sump- 
tuous Corinthian  pillars,  each  one  costing  a  sum  that  would 
have  endowed  a  professorship,  are  the  admiration  of  be- 
holders and  the  boast  of  the  Quaker  city ;  but  years  must 
yet  elapse  before  the  first  son  of  indigence  can  ascend  the 
steps  of  that  princely  portico,  and  sit  down  within  those 
marble  halls  to  receive  the  education  for  which  its  simple 
and  unostentatious  founder  sought  to  provide. 

Yet  it  is  not  for  us  of  this  National  Legislature  to  arraign 
as  dilatory,  the  corporation  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  sixteen 
years  since  James  Sraithson  died,  leaving  to  the  United 
States  the  reversion  of  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars, 
to  found,  in  this  District,  an  institution  "  for  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  It  will  be  ten 
years,  on  the  Ist  of  July  next,  since  this  Government  sol- 
emnly accepted  the  trust  created  by  Mr.  Smithson's  will. 
It  will  be  eight  years  next  September  since  the  money  was 
obtained  from  the  English  Court  of  Chancery  and  paid  into 


-the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  And  yet,  though  dis- 
tixi^uished  men  have  moved  in  this  matter,  though  projeets 
lisx-^ve  been  brought  forward  and  discussed  in  Congress,  there 
lix&s  till  this  day  been  no  final  aetion ;  the  first  human  being 
t  a.sj-et  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest ;  the 
cor-ncr-stone  of  the  first  building  has  yet  to  be  laid,  in  fulfil- 
xnent  of  the  intentions  of  the  philanthropic  testator. 

Small  encouragement  is  there,  in  such  tardiness  as  this  to 
others,  as  wealthy  and  as  liberal  as  Smitheon  and  Girard, 
to  follow  their  noble  example!  Small  encouragement  to 
Buch  men,  to  entrust  to  our  care  bequests  for  human  im- 
provement !  D|ie  diligence  is  one  of  the  duties  of  a  faithful 
trustee.  Has  Congress,  in  its  conduct  of  this  sacred  trustee- 
ship, used  due  diligence?  Have  its  members  realized,  in 
the  depths  of  their  hearts,  ite  duties  and  their  urgent  impor- 
tance? Or  has  not  the  language  of  our  legislative  action 
*»ther  been  but  this :  "  The  Smithsonian  fund  ?  Ah,  true ! 
That's  well  thought  of.     One  forgets  these  small  matters, 

•^G  ought  certainly  to  attend  to  it — one  of  these  days,  if  we 
coultl  only  find  time."  We  are  aa  the  guests  in  the  parable, 
oi«lclen  to  the  marriage  feast.  "  I  have  married  a  wife,  and 
therefore  I  cannot  come."  "  I  have  bought  ayoke  of  oxen, 
*ii>i  rnust  needs  remain  at  home  to  prove  them."  Let  us 
See  to  it,  that  the  condemnation  passed  upon  their  paltry  ex- 
cuses fall  not,  with  double  force,  upon  our  supineness  in  this 
thing. 

There  are  those  among  the  strict  constructionists  of  the 
Hotxee  who  will  vote  to  return  this  fund  to  the  British 
*-^tirtof  Chancery;  allegingthat  we  have  no  constitutional 
P^^ver  to  receive  or  to  admmister  it.  I  suppose,  judging 
*5'**ir»  the  tenor  of  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gentleman 
""otn  Tennessee,  [Mr.  G.  W.  Jones,]  that  he  will  ao  vote. 
^  r.  Jones.     I  certainly  shall. 

^^  r.  Owen.  Well,  sir,  though  I  share  not  the  gentleman's 
*Ori«titutiotml  scruples,  yet  I,  too,  if  action  in  this  matter  be 
'^Uch  longer  delayed,  shall  join  in  a  vote  to  send  back  the 
^oriey  to  the  country  whence  it  came.  There  ia  not  com- 
Jr**>r»  honesty  in  a  man  who  shall  receive  a  trust  fund  even 
,^*'  txn  object  the  most  indifferent,  and  then  keep  the  money 
J!*  Wis  hands,  withont  applying  it  according  to  the  will  of 
■ho  legator.  What,  then,  shall  we  say  of  a  great  Govern- 
^^Ht,  that  accepts,  solemnly  accepts,  before  God  and  man, 

,  **^qiie8t  for  a  purpose  sacred  and  holy,  if  any  such  purpose 

y~^«~cbe  upon  earth,  and   then,  indolent  or  indiiFereut,  so 

''^■ves  the  just  censure  of  the  world,  so  disappoints  the  gen- 

****s  confidence  reposed  in     it,  as  to  neglect  and  postpone, 
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year  after  year,  every  measure  for  the  administration  of  that 
bequest  ? 

Delay  is  denial.  We  have  no  more  right  to  put  off,  through- 
out long  years,  the  appropriation  of  such  a  fund,  than  we 
have  to  direct  it  to  our  own  private  purposes.  Nonuse  works 
forfeiture  as  surely  as  misuse.  Mr.  Richard  Rush,  through 
whose  agency  the  fund  was  realized  and  remitted  to  this 
<;ountry,  in  a  paper  read  two  years  ago,  before  the  National 
Institute,  remarks,  that  if  this  delay  of  action  had  been  an- 
ticipated by  the  English  chancery  judges,  it  **  might  have 
forestalled  the  decree  in  our  favor,  in  the  unrestricted  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  made."  He  adds:  "It  is  at  least 
known,  that  the  English  Court  of  Chancery  is  slow  to  part 
with  trust  funds  under  any  ordinary  circumstances,  without 
full  security  that  they  will  not  be  diverted  from  their  object, 
or  suffered  to  languish  in  neglect  That  tribunal  asked  no  such 
security  from  the  United  States.  It  would  have  implied 
the  possibility  of  laches  in  the  high  trustee." — Paper  read 
April  8,  1844. 

Thus  we  are  notlegally  accountable.  The  heavier,  for  that 
very  reason,  is  our  moral  responsibility.  The  gambler, 
beyond  the  pale  of  the  law,  commonly  retains  honor  enough 
to  meet  his  promises.  We  have  less  than  the  gambler's 
honor  if,  sheltered  behind  our  sovereignty,  we  take  advan- 
tage of  the  impunity  it  affords,  and  become  unfaithful  to  a 
high  and  imperative  duty. 

I  impute  not  to  an  American  Congress — I  attribute  not 
to  any  of  my  fellow-members — the  deliberate  intention  to 
neglect  the  objects  of  this  trust.  There  is,  doubtless  there 
always  has  been,  a  right  feeling  on  this  subject.  The  just 
cause  of  complaint  is,  that  this  right  feeling,  like  many  other 
good  intentions  in  this  world,  has  never  ripened  into  action. 
*'  When  you  feci  nobl}''  and  intend  well,  go  and  do  some- 
thing! Do  some  good;  it  avails  nothing  merely  to  think 
about  it."  Such  were  the  words,  pronounced  from  yonder 
desk,  by  a  teacher  whose  impressive  eloquence  recently  filled 
this  hall,  I  thought  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  when  I 
heard  them. 

Nor  is  it  difficult  to  distinguish  the  reason,  though  it  fur- 
nish no  sufficient  apology  for  this  prolonged  inaction.     It  is 
to  be  ascribed,  though  in  part  to  indifference, yet  chiefly  to  the 
difficulty  of  selecting  between  various  and  conflicting  plans.  ^ 
The  words  of  the  will,  liberal  and  comprchemsive,  do  no 
indicate  the  specific  mode  in  which  the  intentions  of  th' 
testator  shall  be  curried  into  effect.     Mr.  Smithson  left  tl 
%vhole  of  his  property,  failing  certain  relatives,  and  an  o 
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^^Vant,(Qow  all  deceased,)  "  to  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
^\  to  found,  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smith- 
^^ian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and 
^iflbsion  of  knowledge  among  men." 

**  An  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 

^ge  among  men/*     These  are  the  words,  and  the  only 

^ords,  that  remain  to  us  as  a  guide  in  framing  a  Smithsonian 

bill;   our  sole  guide;  unless,  indeed,  we  are  to  summon,  as 

••  commentary  on  the  text  of  the  will,  and  an  additional 

Mdication  of  the  probable  intentions  of  Mr.  Smithsou,  such 

particulars  as  have  reached  us  touching  his  private  character 

and   liftbits.     These  are  very  scanty.     Mr.  Rush  says : 

.  "  WliA^  I  haye  heard  and  may  confide  in,  amounts  to  this  :  that  ho  was, 
in  nct^tbe  natural  son  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland ;  that  his  mother 
^■[•J*  *  «r».  MaciOi  of  an  ancient  family  in  Wiltshire,  of  the  name  of  Hun- 
^  i?^»  5  that  he  was  educated  at  Oxford,  where  he  took  an  honorary  degree 
^'wii  ^?  ;  that  he  does  not  appear  to  have  any  fixed  home,  living  in  lodgings 
if  X^ondon,  and  occasionally  staying  a  year  or  two  at  a  time  in  cities 
^"■^  *~J  continent,  as  Paris,  Berlin,  Florence,  Genoa,  at  which  last  he  died; 
«nd  tli%t  the  ample  provision  made  for  him  by  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land, ^ritli  retired  and  simple  habits,  enabled  him  to  accumulate  the  for- 
^»  ^biQh  now  passes  to  the  United  States."— i2«/>or<  277,  II,  R,,  2Qth 
^*^-»  ^mt.  Seu.,  p.  99. 

^^*  Hush  further  says  : 

.  ^  Interested  himself  little  in  questions  of  government,  being  devoted 
f  ^^'^^^^  and  chiefly  chemistry.     This  had  introduced  him  to  the  society 
'^j-ifi^^^^wh,  WoUaston,  and  others  advantageously  known  to  the  Royal 
©ociety  ijj  London,  of  which  he  was  a  member." — Ibid, 

lu  ^  <c  Memoir  of  th^  Scientific  Character  and  Researches 

T  K  ^^^®  Smithson,"  prepared  two  years  ago  by  Professor 

^®*^^Bon,  of  Philadelphia,  there  are   enumerated  twenty- 

a^    papers   or  treatises  by   Smithson,  published  in   the 

.    ^Usactions  of  the  Royal  Society,"  and  other  scientific 

J^.^i'nals  of  the  day,  containing  contributions  chiefly  to  the 

^^^ces  of  mineralogy,  geology,  and,  more  especially,  min- 

re      ^b^^istry.     Some  of  these  contain  acute  suggestions 

^^''ding  geological  theories,  since  confirmed  by  more  mod- 

^^  observation;  others  evince  the  minute  care  and  accuracy 

jj^  landed  by  quantitative  analysis ;  while  one  or  two,  of  a 

c|^^^  humble  character,  show  that  the  man  of  science  dis- 

t^^  ^^ed  not  to  apply  his  knowledge  to  common  things,  even 

X^^.^he  details  of  domestic  economy.     In  the  *'  Aimals  of 

*<  ^^^sophy,"  (vol.  xxii,  p.  30,)  ho  has  a  brief  tract  on  the 

o^^^thod  of  making  coffee."    It  contains  the  following  ex- 

^^^nt  observation : 

^^      f^n  all  cases  means  of  economy  tend  to  augment  and  diffuse  comfort  and 
^r^-^^^ness.     They  bring  within  the  reach  of  many  what  wasteful  proceed- 
^\fj^  Confines  to  the  few.     By  diminishing  expenditure  on  one  article,  they 
^  Some  other  enjoyment  which  was  before  unattainable.'' 

24 
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Eveu  in  a  trifle  like  this  we  may  trace  the  utilitarian  sim* 
plicity  and  practical  benevolence  of  James  Smithson. 

The  will  determines  the  name  of  the  institution,  and  ren- 
ders imperative  its  location  at  Washington.     It  decides  also^ 
that  a  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  have  two  distinct  objects; 
one  to  increase  the  sum  of  human  knowledge,  the  other  to 
aid  in  its  diffusion :  for  we  cannot  imagine  the  terms  to  have 
been  employed  as  synonymous.     From  the  character  of  die 
testator's  pursuits,  we  may  fairly  infer,  further,  that  a  Smith- 
sonian bill,  framed  in  accordance  with  the  evident  intentions 
of  Smithson  himself,  must  include  the  natural  sciences,  and 
especially  chemistry,  together  with  their  application  to  the 
useful  arts  of  life,  amoiiff  the  branches  of  knowledge  to 
be  increased  and  difiusea.     And,  as  his  own  habits  were 
frugal  and  unostentatious,  so,  in  all  its  details,  should  be 
the  institution  that  bears  his  name. 

Suffer  me  now  briefly  to  pass  in  review  the  history  of  oui 
legislative  proceedings  in  this  matter. 

The  money  was  paid  into  the  United  States  Treasury 
the  1st  of  September,  1838.     On  the  6th  of  December, 
the  same  year.  President  Van  Buren  sent  a  message  to 
gress,  informing  that  body,  that  he  had  in  July,  1838,  dii*' 
ted  the  Secretary  of  State  "  to  apply  to  persons  ve] 
science,  and  familiar  with  the  subject  of  public  educatL 
as  to  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  fund  best  calculate< 
meet  the  intentions  of  the  testator,  and  prove  most  bei 
cial  to  mankind." 

From  the  wording  of  this  message  we  may  infer  that 
Van  Buren  considered  the  advancement  of  science  hth 
public  education  the  proper  object  of  a  Smithsonian  Insti:::^" — ^^u 
tion. 

He  communicated  to  Congress  the  replies  received.  -A 

brief  abstract  of  the  more  important  of  these  may  be 
ful  and  interesting  at  this  time. 

Professor  Wayland  proposed  a  university  of  a  high  g\ 
to  teach  Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  and  the  Oriental  langua^ 
together  with  a  long  list  of  other  branches,  including  r 
one  and  poetry,  intellectual  philosophy,  the  law  of  natio 
&c.     A  bill  substantially  based  upon  this  reeommendaticr=^''> 
was  introduced  in  1839,  into  the  Senate ;  and,  on  the  25^^^ 
of  February  of  that  year,  after  full  debate,  was  laid  on  t^^--"^ 
table  bv  a  vote  of  twenty  to  fifteen. 

Dr.  Cooper  proposed  a  university,  to   be  opened  only  t:::^^ 
graduates  of  other  colleges,  to  teach  the  higher  branches  C^^ 
mathematics,  including  its  application  to  astronomy,  chen^^^ 
istry,  &c.;  also,  the  principles  of   botany  and  agricultural'^ 
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^fo  Latin  or  Greek;  no  mere  literature;  no  medicine  or 

^w.    The  above  recommendations  in  regard  to  botany  and 

^calture^^  and  also  those  excluding  the  learned  languages 

^d  professions,  have  been  adopted  m  the  present  Smithso- 

iiian  bill. 

Mr.  Richard  Rush  proposed  a  building,  with  grounds 
•ttached,  sufficient  to  reproduce  seeds  and  plants  for  distri- 
*>Qtion;  a  press  to  print  lectures,  &c.;  courses  of  lectures  on 
the  leading  branches  of  physical  and  moral  science,  and  on 
government  and  public  law ;  the  salaries  to  be  ample  enough 
to  command  the  be8tmen,and  admitof  the  exclusive  devotion 
of  their  time  to  the  studies  and  investigations  of  their  posts ; 
«e  lectures,  when  delivered,  to  be  the  property  of  the  In- 
■^tution  for  publication.  Most  of  these  recommendations 
•'^  adopted  m  the  bill  before  yon.  Mr.  Rush  also  made  the 
^^cellent  suggestion,  that  consuls  and  other  United  States 
officers  might  greatly  aid  the  Institution  by  collecting  and 
^pdinff  home  useful  information  and  valuable  specimens 
^^tu  abroad. 

The  venerable  ^ntleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams] 
^ho  has  labored  m  this  good  cause  with  more  zeal  and  per- 
•^'Y^rance  than  any  other  man,  expressed,  in  his  reply,  the 
pinion,  that  no  part  of  the  fund  should  be  devoted  "  to  the 
^'^dowment  of  any  school,  college,  university,  or  ecclesias- 
*^^^  establishment:"  and  he  proposed  to  employ  seven 
years'  income  of  the  fiind  in  the  establishment  of  an  obser- 
vatory, with  instruments  and  a  small  library.  This  pro- 
P^>sal  was  afterwards,  at  no  less  than  four  different  sessions, 
^^orporated  in  a  bill ;  but  failed  on  these  occasions,  among 
r*^^  unfinished  business.  I  believe  I  am  authorized  in  say- 
^^S  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  inasmuch 
^^  these,  his  intentions,  have  been  since  otherwise  carried 
^^t,  and  as  we  have  already,  in  this  District,  a  Government 
^l>8ervatory,  at  least  equal  in  everything  but  the  experience 
?^  its  observers  to  the  Royal  Observatory  at  Greenwich,  he 
*^^B  ceased  to  press  that  proposal. 

.^^  Though  the  plan  actually  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was  restricted,  for  some  years,  to  an  observa- 
^^^T",  he  yet  recognized,  as  in  accordance  with  the  language 
^f  ^  the  bequest,  "  the  improvement  of  all  the  arts  and 
^^iences."    In  a  report  made  in  1840,  he  adds : 

**  A  botanical  garden,  a  cabinet  of  natural  history,  a  museum  of  miner- 
^^^CTi  conchology,  or  geology,  a  general   accumulating  library,  are  un- 
doubtedly included  within  the  comprehensive  grasp  of   Mr.  Smithson's 
design."-. H.  R,  Report  No.  277,  26<A  Cong.  Ut.  Session,  p.  18. 

These  various  objects  are  all  embraced  in  the  bill  which 
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hae  been  reported  to  the  House.  The  gentleman  also  rec- 
ommended, that  the  original  fund  (it  is  about  $515,000).  be 
preserved  unimpaired,  and  that  yearly  appropriations  be 
made  from  the  accruing  interest  only,  (which  will  amount, 
on  the  first  of  July  next,  to  about  $242,000;)  a  feature 
which  has  been  incorporated,  I  believe,  in  every  Smithso- 
nian bill  heretofore  submitted  to  Congress.  The  restrictions 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  have  been 
so  far  retained  in  the  present  bill  as  to  exclude  from  the  In- 
stitution "  any  school  of  law,  medicine,  or  divinity,  or  any 
professorship  of  ancient  languages.** 

At  the  last  session,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  other 
branch  by  Senator  Tappan.  Its  plan  included  an  experi- 
mental farm,  botanical  garden,  and  conservatories ;  cabmets 
of  natural  history,  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  library  with  an 
annual  appropriation  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars, 
scientific  lectureships,  and  an  establishment  for  printing 
scientific  tracts  and  other  useful  treatises.  All  instruction 
to  be  gratuitous. 

This  bill  was  subsequently  so  amended  by  the  Senate,  that 
the  lectures  were  restricted  to  a  course  or  courses  to  be  de- 
livered during  the  session  of  Congress,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars  annually ;  and  the  printing, 
to  a  publication  of  these  lectures ;  while  the  annual  appro- 
priation for  a  library  was  to  be  "  not  less  than  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars." 

The  experimental  farm,  botanical  garden,  and  conserva- 
tories, as  well  as  the  museum,  laboratory,  and  scientific 
cabinets,  were  nominally  retained :  but  how  these  were  to 
be  supported,  considering  that  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  en- 
tire income  was  annually  to  be  spent  on  the  library,  does 
not  very  clearly  appear. 

This  library  plan,  as  it  was  commonly  called,  passed  the 
Senate  and  reached  our  House.  An  amendment  or  sub- 
stitute, nearly  similar  to  the  present  bill,  was  substituted  by 
myself  and  printed ;  but,  in  the  hurry  of  a  short  session, 
the  whole  matter  was  left  once  more  among  the  unfinished 
business. 

As  this  Senate  bill  is  the  only  one,  establishing  a  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  that  has  yet  passed   either  branch  of    ' 
Congress,  its  principal  feature  demands  our  deliberate  and 
respectful  consideration. 

The  library  contemplated  by  this  bill,  it  was  expressly  ' 
provided,  was  to  be  "  of  the  largest  class  of  libraries  now  " 
m  the  world."  We  shall  better  understand  both  the  object-^: 
and  the  cost  of  this  proposal,  by  taking  as  a  commentary-^ 
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hereon  some  of  the  remarks  with  which  it  was  introduced 
^JT  its  author,  then  a  distinguished  member  of  the  other 
branch,  but  no  longer  there  to  adorn  its  debates  with  the 
flowers  of  his  brilliant  eloquence. 
!e  objected  to  limiting  the  cost  of  the  library  building  to 
hundred  thousand  dollars ;  seeing,  as  he  reminded  the 
^,  that  the  "  largest  class  '*  of  public  libraries  contain 
a  quarter  of  a  million  to  upwards  of  a  half  a  million 
^^  'V'olumes.    He  said : 

^Twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  twenty-flve  years  are  five  hundred 

Ksand  dollars ;  and  fiye  hundred  thousand  dollars  directly  expended,  not 

^  l>ibliomaniac,  but  by  a  man  of  sense  and  reading,  thoroughly  instruo- 

bibliography,  would  go  far,  very  far,  towards  the  purchase  of  as  good  a 

as  Europe  can  boast.'' — Speech  of  Senator  Choaie^  January  8,  1846. 


Je  adds,  a  little  further  on,  that  "  such  a  step  taken,  we 
"^oiald  never  leave  the  work  unfinished ;''  and  that  when 
"^^xshed,  it  would  "  rival  anything  civilization  has  ever  had 


e  argues  of  the  value  and  importance  of  such  a  library 
It  this  wise : 

X  do  not  know,  that  of  all  the  printed  books  in  the  world,  we  have  in 
ooantry,  more  than  fifty  thousand  different  works.  The  consecmenoe 
been  felt  and  lamented  by  all  our  authors  and  aU  our  scholars,  it  hai 
often  said  that  Gibbon's  History  could  not  have  been  written  here  for 
X>  of  books.  I  suppose  that  Hallam's  Middle  Ages,  and  his  Introduc- 
to  the  Literature  of  Europe,  could  not.  Irving's  (Tolumbus  was  writ- 
iji  Spain ;  Wheaton's  Northmen  prepared  to  be  written  in  Copenhagen. 
Imw  this  inadequate  supply  operates.  An  American  mind  kindles  with 
Vject ;  it  enters  on  an  investigation  with  a  spirit  and  ability  worthy  of 
)tt  splendid  achievement ;  goes  a  little  way,  finds  that  a  dozen  books 
book,  perhaps — is  indispensable,  which  cannot  be  found  this  side  Gk>t- 
or  Oxford ;  it  tires  of  the  pursuit,  or  abandons  it  altogether,''  &c. 


the  Senator  branches  off,  in  his  own  brilliant  style, 
a  dissertation  on  the  value  and  importance  of  such  a 
"a  vast  store-house,"  says  he ;  "a  vast  treasury  of 
the  fiu^  which  make  up  the  history  of  man  and  of  na- 
;**  *  *  "  a  silent,  yet  wise  and  eloquent  teacher ;  dead, 
speaking ;  not  dead !  for  Milton  has  told  us :  ^  a  good 
k  is  not  absolutely  a  dead  thing — the  precious  life-blood 
er,  of  a  master  spirit ;  a  seasoned  life  of  man,  embalmed 
treasured  up,  on  purpose  to  a  life  beyond  life.'  " 
If  the  question  were  between  a  library  and  no  library  ; 
^'^ween  books  and  no  books ;  the  language  thus  employ^, 
^^^*vid  as  it  is,  would  be  all  insufficient  to  shadow  forth  the 
'Bering  magnitude  of  the  subject.  John  Faust — ^if  indeed, 
^^  the  goldsmith  of  Mentz  the  world  owe  the  art  of  type- 
Y^^ting — conferred  on  his  race  a  greater  boon  than  ever 
^^^Ibre  did  living  man.     There  is  no  comparison  to  be  made 
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between  the  effects  of  the  art  of  printing  and  those  of  any 
other  discovery  put  forth  by  human  wit.  There  is  nothing 
to  which  to  liken  it.  It  was  a  general  ffaol-delivery  of  the 
thoughts  of  the  world.  It  was  a  sending  forth  of  these 
winged  messengers,  hitherto  bound  down  each  in  his  own 
narrow  sphere,  emancipated,  over  the  earth.  And  that  was 
the  great  day,  not  of  Intellect  only,  but  of  Freedom  also. 
Then  was  struck  the  heaviest  blow  against  law  giving  for 
the  mind.  The  Strombolean  Cave  was  opened;  the  long^ 
pent  winds  of  opinion  set  free ;  and  no  edict-framing  ^olus 
could  crib  and  confine  them  to  their  prison-house  again. 

Yes!  well  might  Faust  incur  the  charge  of  demonocracy ! 
for,  almost  to  the  letter,  has  his  wondrous  craft  realized,  in 
our  day,  the  fables  of  eastern  romance.  Draw  a  chair  be- 
fore your  library,  and  you  have  obtained  the  magical  carpet 
of  the  Arabian  tale ;  you  are  transported,  at  a  wish,  farther 
than  to  Africa's  deserts  or  India's  groves;  not  to  other 
climes  only,  but  to  other  times  also.  The  speaking  page 
introduces  you,  not  to  your  cotemporaries  alone,  but  to 
your  ancestors,  through  centuries  past.  The  best  and  the 
wisest  of  former  generations  are  summoned  to  your  pres- 
ence. In  books  exists  the  by-gone  world.  By  boolcs  we  come 
into  contact  with  the  mankind  of  former  ages.  By  books  we 
travel  among  ancient  nations,  visit  tribes  long  since  extinct, 
and  are  made  familiar  with  manners,  that  have  yielded, 
centuries  ago,  to  the  innovating  influences  of  time.  Con- 
tracted, indeed,  is  his  mental  horizon,  limited  his  sphere  of 
comparison,  whose  fancy  has  never  lived  among  the  sages 
and  heroes  of  the  olden  time,  to  listen  to  their  teachings, 
and  to  learn  from  their  achievements. 

As  far  as  the  farthest,  then,  will  I  go,  in  his  estimate  of 
the  blessings  which  the  art  of  printing  has  conferred  upon 
man.  But  such  reasoning  bears  not  on  the  proposal  em- 
braced in  the  Senate  bill.  It  substantiates  not  at  all  the 
propriety  of  spending  half  a  million,  or  two,  or  three  half 
millions  of  dollars,  to  rival  the  bibliomaniacs  of  Paris  and 
of  Munich. 

A  library  of  Congress  we  already  have ;  a  library  of  forty 
or  fifty  thousand  volumes ;  a  library  increasing  at  the  rate 
of  one  or  two  thousand  volumes  a  year.  The  Smithsonian 
bill  before  you  permits,  in  addition,  an  expenditure  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  this  object.  Say 
that  but  half  that  sum  is  annually  expended  by  the 
managers ;  and  still,  in  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  the  two 
libraries  will  probably  number  from  eighty  to  a  hundred 
thousand  volumes.     Are  there  a  hundred  thousand  volumes 


I 
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the  world  worth  reading?  I  doubt  it  much.  Are  there 
tr  thousand  volumes  published  yearly  worth  buying?  I 
not  believQ  there  are.  A  small  garner  suffices  to  store 
h  «3  wheat ;  it  is  the  chaff  that  ia  bulky  aod  fills  up  the  store- 
Books  are  like  wealth.  An  lucome  we  must  have 
"to  live;  a  certain  amount  of  income  to  live  in  comfort. 
3it;jrondacertaiD  income  the  power  of  wealth  to  purchase 
■coKTirort,  oreven  wholesome  luxury,  ceases  altogether.  How 
Krktsuh  more  of  true  comfort  is  there  in  a  fortune  of  a  million 
of  dollars  than  in  one  of  fifty,  or  say  a  hundred  thousand  ?  If 
Tiiore  there  be,  the  excess  is  hardly  appreciable;  the  burden 
«>.ti<3  carts  of  a  millionaire  outweigh  it  tenfold.  And  so 
^Iso,  of  these  vast  and  bloated  book-gatherings,  that  sleep 
in  dust  and  cobwebs  on  the  library  shelves  of  European 
■nonarchies.  Up  to  a  judicious  selection  of  thirty,  fifty,  a 
hu  ndred  thousand  volumes,  if  you  will,  how  vast — yea,  how 
priceless — is  the  intellectual  wealth!  From  one  to  five 
■Jiutidred  thousand,  what  do  we  gain?  Nothing?  That 
^^o«M  not  be  true;  a  goblet  emptied  into  the  Pacific  adds 
to  the  mass  of  its  waters.  But  if,  within  these  limits,  we 
«et  down  one  book  out  of  a  hundred  as  worth  the  money  it 
*c>^ls,  we  are  assuredly  making  too  liberal  an  estimate. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  not  to  stretch  these  strictures  beyond  thoir 
precise  application.  lam  not  one  of  those  who  judge  slight- 
**>Sly  the  learning  of  the  past.  We  find  shining  forth  from 
"tlie  dark  mass  of  ancient  literature,  gems  of  rare  beauty  and 
■*^^lue;  unequalled,  even  to-day,  in  purity  and  truth.  But, 
*l»  en,  also,  what  clouds  of  idle  verbiage!  What  loads  oi 
ostentatious  technicalities !  It  is  but  of  late  years  that  even 
tile  disciple  of  science  has  deigned  to  simplify  and  translate ; 
loninerly  his  great  object  seems  to  have  been  to  obscure  and 
?>»y8lify.  The  satirist,  in  sketching  an  individual  variety, 
•ia« aptly  described  the  species,  when  be  says: 

"The  wiio  mon  of  Egypt  w 

And  oTcu  when  Ihcy  moi 
Ihcy  picked  up  Iboir  n  — ' 

In  so  mnny  wrapper 

Xut  there  are  such  noble  enttTprises  as  those  of  Gibbon 
**"»<!  Uallam;  valuable  to  all ;  doubly  valuable  to  the  moralist 
^■^  d  statesman.  And  in  regard  to  such  it  is  argued  that  if  one 
^**  oar  own  scholars,  fired  with  generous  ambition  to  rival  the 
*J  isiorians  of  the  Old  World,  enters  on  such  a  task,  he  may 
*•  *^  <1  that  a  dozen,  or  perhaps  a  single  book,  necessary  for  ret- 
^•~*jnce, "  cannot  be  found  this  side  of  Gottingon  or  Oxford." 
"Appose  he  does,  what  is  the  remedy?  A  very  simple  one 
^**ggest8  itself:  that  he  should  order,  through  an  importer 


ere  us  eecrot  as  dumrnieg, 
It  condescended  to  twch, 
ng,  H9  tbey  did  their  mummies, 
,  'twas  out  of  oQfl's  reach." 
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of  foreign  books,  the  particular  work  which  he  lacks, 
save  him  the  trouble  and  expense  of  so  doing,  the  frie 
of  the  mammoth  library  scheme  propose — what?  That 
should  begin  by  expending  half  a  million  of  dollars,  wh 
would  "  go  far  towards  the  purchase  of  as  good  a  librar 
Europe  can  boast;"  that  "  such  a  step  taken,  we  sho 
never  leave  the  work  unfinished ;"  and  that,  when  finisl^. 
it  would  "  rival  anything  civilization  has  ever  had 
show." 

It  is  prudent,  before  we  enter  this  rivalship,  to  coun 
cost.    Without  seeking  to  reach  the  seven  hundred  thous 
volumes  of  the  Parisan  library,  let  us  suppose  we  trjr 
the  half  million  of  volumes  that  form  the  boast  of  Muft 
or  fill  up  the  shelves  of  the  Bodleian.     Our  librarian  info 
me  that  the  present  Congressional  library  (certainly  not 
of  the  most  expensive^  has  cost  upwards  of  three  dolh 
volume ;  its  binding  alone  has  averaged  over  a  dollar  a 
ume.     The  same  works  could  be  purchased  now,  it  is  trr 
much  more  cheaply ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  rare 
books  and  curious  manuscripts  necessary  to  complete 
library  of  the  largest  class  would  raise  the  average.     Assix 
ing,  tnen,  the  above  rate,  a  rival  of  the  Munich  libri 
would  cost  us  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars ;  its  binding  al^ 
would  amount  to  a  sum  equal  to  the  entire  Smithson^ 
fund,  as  originally  remitted  to  us  from  England. 

And  thus,  not  only  the   entire  legacy  which  we  h 
promised  to  expend  so  that  it  shall  increase  and 
knowledge  among  men,  is  to  be  squandered  in  this  idle  a- 
bootless  rivalry,  but  thousands  on  thousands  must  be  addi^ 
to  finish  the  work  from  what  source  to  be  derived,  let 
advocates  inform  us.     And  when  we  have  spent  thrice 
amount  of  Smithson's  original  bequest  on  the  project, 
shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  believing  that  we  may  po 
bly  have  saved  to  some  worthy  scholar  a  hundred,  or  p 
chance  a  few  hundred  dollars,  which  otherwise  he  m 
have  spent  to  obtain  from  Europe  half  a  dozen  valua 
works  of  reference ! 

But  there  are  other  reasons  urged  for  this  appropriat 
of  the  Smithsonian  fund. 

**  There  is  something  to  point  to,  if  you  should  bo  asked  to  account  f<^^^_^^n 
unexpectedly ;  and  something  to  point  to  if  a  traveler  should  taunt     '^^  .^^^ 
with  the  collections  which  he  has  seen  abroad,  and  which  gild  and  recr^^^^L^,^ 
mend   the  absolutisms  of  Vienna  or  St.  Petersburg." — Senator  Cho^^" 
Specchy  as  above. 

This  purchasing  of  a  reply  to  some  silly  traveler's   ^^^^^ 
taunts,  at  a  cost  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  incl^-* 
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• 

*^g  a  fiind  sacredly  pledged  to  human  improvement,  seems 
to  me  a  somewhat  costly  and  unscrupulous  mode  of  gratify- 
^og  national  vanity.  It  is  ineffectual,  too;  unless  we  are 
Pt^pared  to  add  a  few  millions  more,  to  buy  up^if  money 
foiud  buy ! — ^the  means  of  reply  to  other  taunts,  quite  as 
JQst  and  quite  as  likely  to  be  cast  up  to  us.  There  is  the 
V  atican,  with  its 

''Statues  but  known  from  shapes  of  the  earth. 
By  being  too  lovely  for  mortal  birth." 

There  is  the  Florence  Gallery,  with  its 

"  Paintings,  whose  colors  of  life  were  caught 
From  the  fairy  tints  in  the  rainbow  wrought — ** 

LZi^3^  of  beauty,  living  conceptions  of  grandeur,  refining, 

^p^ltivating,  elevating;  worth  all  the  musty  manuscripts  of 

'^^  ~,  ten  times  told !     How  are  we  to  escape  the  imputa- 

that  our  rude  land  can  show  no  such  triumphs  of  art 

^ese  ?    Are  we  to  follow  Bonaparte*s  plan  ?    Are  we  to 

tnry  war  into  the  land  of  the  olive  and  the  vine;  and 

nehthis  city,  as  the  French  Emperor  did  his  capital,  with 

artistical  spoils  of  the  world  ?    Unless  we  adopt  some 

plan,  must  not  Europe's  taunts  remain  unanswered 

1? 

^And  let  them  so  remain  !    I  share  not  the  feelings  of  the 

ined  and  eloquent  Senator  to  whose  remarks  I  have 

en  liberty  to  reply,  when  he  says : 

I  confess  to  a  pane  of  cnyy  and  grief,  that  there  should  bo  one  drop  or 
morsel  more  of  the  bread  or  water  of  intellectual  life  tasted  by  the 
x*<opean  than  by  the  American  mind.     Why  should  not  the  soul  of  thit 
eat  as  good  food,  and  as  much  of  it,  as  the  soul  of  Europe.'' 


t  grieves  me  not,  that  the  fantastic  taste  of  some  epicure 
learning  may  chance  to  find,  on  the  book-shelves  of 
«ni8,  some  literary  morsel  of  choice  and  ancient  flavor, 
~  h  as  our  own  metropolis  supplies  not.  I  feel  no  envy,  if 
^  republicans  are  outdone  by  luxurious  Europe  in  some 
«igh-8ea8oned  delicacy  of  the  pampered  soul.  Enough 
*^:^'^e  we  to  console  ourselves ! — objects  of  nadonal  ambi- 
^*=>w,  how  much  higher,  how  infinitely  nobler  than  these ! — 
^."jecta  of  national  pride,  before  which  these  petty  antiqua- 
^^11  triumphs  dwarf  down  into  utter  insignificancy !  Look 
*_proad  over  our  far-spreading  land,  then  glance  across  to 
P^^  monarchies  of  the  Old  World,  and  say  if  I  speak  not 

.  I  have  sojourned  among  the  laborers  of  England  ;  I  haw^ 
T^aited,  amid  their  vineyards,  the  peasantry  of  Frsuxce;  1 
^ve  dwelt  for  years  in  the  midst  of  the  hardy  rftoimuin- 
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eers  of  Switzerland.     I  have  seen,  and  conversed,  and  sat       ^3tJi 
down  in  their  cottages  with  them  all.    I  have  found  often 
among  them  simple  goodness ;  ignorance,  oppression,  can-  _ 

not  trample  out  that.  I  have  witnessed  patience  under  "m-^r 
hopeless  toil,  resignation  heneath  grievous  wrongs ;  I  have  ^^e 
met  with  civility,  kindness,  a  cheerful  smile,  and  a  ready  "^^^y 
welcome.  But  the  spirit  of  the  man  was  not  there ! — ^the  ^^e 
spirit  that  can  lift  up  its  brow  with  a  noble  confidence,  and  ^^>  ^ 
feel  that,  while  it  is  no  man's  master,  neither  is  it  any  man's  ^^^ 
slave.  Between  them  and  the  favored  of  capricious  for- 
tune, one  felt — they  felt — ^there  was  a  great  gulf  fixed,  broad, 
impassable. 

Far  other  is  it  even  in  the  lowliest  cabin  of  our  frontier 
West    It  is  an  equal  you  meet  there ;  an  equal  in  political 
rights;  one  to  whom  honors  and  office,  even  the  highest, 
are  as  open  as  to  yourself.    You  feel  that  it  is  an  equal. . 
The  tone  in  which  hospitality  is  tendered  to  you,  humbU 
though  means  and  forms  mav  be,  reminds  you  of  it.    Thi 
conversation,  running  over  the  great  subjects  of  the  day, 
branching  off,  perhaps,  to  questions  of  constitutional 
or  international  law,  assures  you  of  it. 

I  have  heard  in  many  a  backwoods  cabin,  lighted  but  h^^z^J 
the  blazing  log  heap,  arguments  on  government,  views  ot-^zjof 
national  policy,  judgments  of  men  and  things,  that,  fo^^^^r 
sound  sense  and  practical  wisdom,  would  not  disgrace  any^^'y 
legislative  body  upon  earth. 

And  shall  we  grudge  to  Europe  her  antiquarian  lore,  hei 
cumbrous  folios,  her  illuminated  manuscripts,  the  chaff 
learned  dullness  that  cumbers  her  old  library  shelves  ? 
"  pang  of  envy  and  grief"  shall  we  feel  ?    Out  upon  it  L 
Men  have  we;   a  people;    a  free  people;  self-respectinj 
self-governing;  that  which  gold  cannot  buy;  that  whi^ 
kings  cannot  make !     Grief!    £nvy !     Theirs  let  it  be,  whoO  ^^ 
look  upon  this  young  land,  in  her  freshness,  in  her  strengths    -^' 
Lot  them  feel  it  who  behold,  from  afar,  our  people  bravely^E^^ 
battling  their  onward  way ;  treading,  with  liberty  at  theirr«-^^ 
Bide,  tnc  path  of  progressive  improvement;  each  step  u[ 
ward  and  onward  ;  onward  to  the  great  goal  of  public  vir- 
tue and  social  equality. 

Equality !     I  spoke  of  our  citizens  as  equals ;  equals  in. 
the  sonso  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence;  equals  in. 
political  i>riviloge :  in  the  le^l  right  to  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness,    rlquals,  in   a  restricted  "sense  of  the  term,  meit^:^^ 
never  can  bo.    The  power  of  intellect  will  command,  while^^  "^ 
the  world  onduros ;  the  influence  of  cultivation  will  be  felt^^^^^ 
wliilo  men  c^>ntinuo  to  live  upon  earth ;  and  felt  the  more. 
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the  longer  the  world  improves,  the  better  men  become. 
Unequaf  then,  in  th^r  iDflueuce  over  their  fellows;  une- 
qual, in  the  space  they  fill  in  the  world's  thoughts  ;  unequal, 
in  the  power  with  which  they  draw  after  them  the  hearts 
of  many — thua  unequal, -to  some  extent,  men  must  ever  be. 

But  here  arises  a  great  question ;  a  practical  question ; 
an  inquiry  especially  pertinent  to  the  subject  before  us. 
The  natural  inequality  of  man  ia  a  thousand  times  increased 
by  artificial  influence  throughout  society.  Is  that  well  ? 
or  if  not  well,  can  it  be  avoided  ?  Or  if  not  avoided,  can  it 
be  lessened  ?  I  feel  assured  that  it  can  be  ranch  lessened. 
I  am  not  sanguine  enough  to  believe  that  I — perhaps  not 
ray  children,  even — shall  see  the  day,  when  equality  of  ed- 
ucation shall  prevail,  even  in  this  republican  land.  But  I 
hold  it  to  be  a  republican  obligation  to  do  all  that  we  prop- 
erly and  constitutionally  may,  in  order  gradually  to  reach, 
or  at  least  to  approach,  that  period.  I  hold  it  to  be  a  dem- 
ocratic duty  to  elevate,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  the 
character  of  our  common  school  instruction.  I  hold  this 
to  be  a  tar  higher  and  holier  duty  than  to  give  additional 
depth  to  learned  studies,  or  supply  curious  authorities  to 
antiquarian  research. 

Guided  by  such  considerations,  I  incorporated  in  the  bill 
before  you,  as  one  of  its  principal  features,  a  nobmal 
BRANCH.  This,  and  the  clause  providing  for  original  re- 
eeiirches  in  natural  science,  are  the  only  important  additions 
that  have  been  made  in  it  to  Senator  Tappan's  bill  of  last 
session. 

Normal  schools — that  is,  schools  to  teach  teachers,  to 
instruct  in  the  science  of  instruction — are  an  improvement 
of  comparatively  modern  date.  The  first  ever  attempted 
seems  to  have  been  in  Prussia,  established  about  the  year 
1704,  by  Franke,  the  celebrated  founder  of  the  Orphan 
"  House  of  Halle.  They  have  gradually  increased  in  num- 
ber and  favor  from  that  day  to  this,  in  all  the  more  civilized 
nations  of  Europe;  and  Mrs.  Austin,  in  her  preface  to 
Cousin's  "  Public  Instruction  in  Prussia,"  remarks,  that 
the  progress  of  primary  instruction  in  Europe  mat/  be  meas- 
ured b^  the  provwon  made  for  the  education  of  teachers. 

A  detailed  account  of  the  Normal  Schools  of  Europe  is 
given  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  Professor  Bache's  "Report 
on  Education  in  Kurope,"  made  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
Girard  College.  Mr.  Bache  visited  Europe  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  committee  of  the  institution  ;  and  liis  excel- 
lent report,  full  of  practical  details  and  accurate  statistics, 
ua  raueenuDg  point  in  the  management  of  that  trusL 


880  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

Two  States  only  of  our  Union  have  yet  established  Stat^c*te 
normal  schools:  Massachusetts  and.  New  York.  Mflnnfli.aT-  a 
chusetts  has  three,  educating  in  all  about  two  hundred ^^ 
pupils ;  and  New  York  has  one,  containing  about  the  sam* 
number  of  students ;  the  sole  object  of  both  being,  to 
cate  teachers  of  common  schools.  The  experiment  has  beer 
signally  successful.  The  report  for  1844  of  the  Massachi 
setts  Board  of  Education,  says  of  one  of  their  schools,  (thi 
at  Lexington)  : 

'*  Such  is  the  roputation  of  this  school,  that  applications  have  been  m 
to  it  from  seven  of  our  sister  States  for  teachers." 

And  Mr.  Horace  Mann,  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetr^^z^itB 
Board  of  Education,  writes  to  me : 


"  When  first  opened  in  Massachusetts  normal  schools  were  an  ei 
ment  in  this  country.     Like  all  new  ideas,  they  have  had  to  encoiin 
serious  obstacles :  but  they  have  triumphed  over  every  species  of  oppositicr 
have  commended  themselves  more  and  more  every  year,  to  the  good  ee: 
of  our  people,  and   we  now  have  the  pleasure,  not  only  of  seeing  th 
firmly  established  here,  but  of  knowing  that  their  success  has  given  bir* 
to  a  similar  institution  in  the  State  of  New  York,and  promises  ere  long 
do  the  same  in  other  States." 

The  normal  branch  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  i 
tended  not  by  any  means  to  take  the  place  of  State  norm 
schools,  but  only  in  aid  of  them ;  as  an  institution  in 
same    department,  supplemental  to  these,  as  they   m 
gradually  increase  throughout  the  Union,  but  of  a  high 
grade,  and  prepared  to  carry  forward  young  persons  wh 
may  have  passed  through  the  courses  given  in  the  formei 
or  others  who  desire  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  most 


fill  of  all  modern  sciences,  the  humble  yet  world-subduing 
science  of  primary  education ;  an  institution,  also,  in  whicl 
the  improvement  and  perfecting  of  that  republican  Bcienc» 
shall  be  a  peculiar  object;  an  institution,  finally,  where  w 
may  hope  to  find  trained,  competent,  and  enlightened  teae' 
ers  for  these  State  normal  schools. 

As  an  essential  portion  of  this  normal  department, 
fessorsbips  of  the  more  useful  arts  and  sciences  are  to  be  pro- 
vided  for.     The  character  of  common   school  education 
especially  in  the  northern  Atlantic  States, is  gradually  chang 
ing.     Twenty  years  ago,  De  Witt  Clinton,  in  his  annua 
message,  expressed  the  opinion  that  in  our  common  schook 
"  the  outlines  of  geography,  algebra,  mineralogy,  agricu" 
tural  chemistry,  mechanical   philosophy,  astronomy,  4c- 
might  be  communicated  by  able  preceptors,  without  essen 
tial  interference  with  the  calls  of  domestic  industry."    Th' 
opinion  is  daily  gaining  strength,  and  has  been  partial'' 
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ond,  had  he  desired  merely  to  found  a  library,  it  ia  reason 
able  to  suppose  he  would  have  said  so. 

The  bill,  as  reported  to  the  House,  has  been  framed  i 
that  spirit  of  compromise  so  necessary  in  this  world  of 
thousand  opinions.     The  importance  of  the  chief  objects  a'" 
which  it  aims  will  be  conceded  by  all — ^the  advancement  or 
agriculture,  the  improvement  of  primary  education,  and  the 
prosecution  of  scientific  research.    And  if  even,  in  its  pra 
tical  efiects,  the  plan  fall  short  of  the  anticipations  of  i 
friends,  suffer  me  to  ask  you,  what  is  the  alternative  in  tha 
Senate  bill  of  last  year,  the  only  one  that  has  yet  foxmr 
fitvor  enough  to  succeed  in  either  branch  7    Beyond  th< 
library  scheme  and  the  professorship  of  agriculture,  (a  ^ 
equally  in  that  bill  and  this,^  what  is  proj^osed  ?      Publi 
lectures,  to  be  delivered  in  tnis  city  '^  dunng  the  sessio: 
of  Congress."    Who  is  to  profit  by  these  lectures? 
the  author  of  the  plan  answer : 

*<  Who  would  their  audiences  be?     Members  of  Ck)ngre88,  with  theirs 
families ;  members  of  the  Gh>verDmeDt,  with  theirs,  some  inhabitants 
the  city,  some  few  strangers,  who  occasionally  honor  us  with  visits  of  ev 
ceity  or  business.    They  would  bo  public  men,  of  mature  years  and  miodi 
educated,  disciplined,  to  some  degree;  of  liberal  curiosi^,  and  apprec' 
tion  of  generous  and  various  knowledge.'' — Speech  of  Senator  CmoU 
above. 


Here  is  a  plan  for  gratuitous  lectures  to  be  delivered 
members  of  Congress  and  of  the  Government,  with  th( 
families ;  to  some  citizens  of  Washington,  and  a  few  pai^ 
ing  strangers;  to  men — so  it  is  expressed^-educated,  di^ 
ciplined ;  alreadv  capable  of  "  appreciating  generous  ai=3 
various  knowledge."      And  this,  as  the  mode  the  mc^ct 
effectual,  the  most  comprehensive,  the  most  just  and  equsd, 
to  increase  and  difRise  knowledge  among  men !  Wo  are   !» 
pass  by  all  plans  that  may  reach  and  benefit  the  people,  "i^Y 
improving  their  education  and  elevating  the  character     ^' 
their  teachers;    all  proposals,  even,  to  scatter  broadc^^ 
among  them  useful  tracts,  popular  treatises ;  all  proje<5"^\ 
in  short,  to  distribute  among  them  the  bread  and  water  ^^ 
intellectual  life  wherever  these  are  craved ;  and  we  ar^  ^^ 
adopt,  in  their  stead,  a  course  of  lectures  expressly  restrio't^^ 
to  the  sessions  of  Congress,  expressly  prepared  for  oursel"^ 
and  for  a  few  Government  officers  and  strangers ;  a  coo* ' 
of  lectures  to  be  especially  adapted  to  an  audience  all 
favored  by  fortune  and  education — already,  as  we  are  c^^^f 
placently  told,  of  mature   minds  and  above  all  need 
elementary  instruction ! 

Sir,  over  the  entire  land  must  the  rills  from  this  sac^^ 
fountain  freely  flow ;  not  to  be  arrested  and  walled  up 
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the  provisions  of  this  bill  ought,  f^ 
the  legacy  and  the  terms  of  the  will 

Such  views  are  in  accordance  wii 
and  the  wants  of  the  times.  It  is  i: 
and  sunshine,  this  we  live  in.  It 
sands  are  starving ;  where  tens  of  t 
live,  only  to  die !  It  is  a  world, 
exists,  where  shameful  crimes  are  cv 
oppression  is  endured,  where  dark  ' 
has  scenes  of  wrong,  and  outrai; 
They  rise  before  us.  They  thrust  t 
tion.  Not  to  gild,  not  to  embclli 
duty  is  his,  who  would  aid  in  such 

To  effect  permanent  good  in  such 
the  minds  and  the  hearts  of  the  tp 
knowledge  among  men;  we  must  ii< 
and  students  alone,  but  even  to  'I 
and  then,  as  a  wise  and  witty  femn 
pressed  it,  "  they  will  become  Mr. 
ard,  and  Mr.  ELenry."    They  mav 
scholars,  erudite  graduates ; — ^nor  i^ 
to  know  common  things  is  the  esseni 
learning  that  most  improves  the  wo 
influence  in  its  government.    Wo 
simple,  almost  in  the  ratio  of  its  ' 
has  told  us, 

"  That  not  to  know  at  largo  ol' 
From  uso,  obscuro  and  subtl' 
That  which  before  us  lies,  in 
Is  tho  prime  wisdom." 

The  ancient  masters  realized  not  ■ 
millions  they  had  no  sympathy.     I" 
tiated  few  alone,  did  they  deign  to  * 
of  their  philosophy ;  they  scorned 
of  the  profane  vulgar. 

Thanks  to  the  stirring  spirit  of  i 
all  this,  in  our  age,  is  changed. 
PEOPLE  are  spoken  of,  spoken  to,  < 
the  people  the  characteristic  lit' 
dressed.    What  has  become  of 
which  the  learning  of  the  MiddL 
small  and  exclusive  circle,  its  so 
have  the  slender  pamphlet,  tb 
periodical,  cast  forth  even  to  tb 
etrating  into  every  nook  and 
light,  often  worthless,  but  ofte 
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c-itten  for  the  masses,  reaching  the  masses;  and  awaking, 
«-  and  wide,  a  eoneciousnees  of  deficiency,  a  spirit  of  in- 
iiry,  a  desire  to  know  more. 
The  people  govern  in  America,  Ere  long,  the  people 
rill  govern  throughout  the  habitable  earth.  And  they  are 
*  eoTtiing  into  power  in  an  age  when  questions  of  mighty 
ixaaport  rise  up  for  their  decision.  They  who  govern  should 
t>^  wise.  They  who  govern  should  be  educated,  They 
■vwho  decide  mighty  queationa  should  be  enlightened.  Then, 
as  -we  value  wise  government,  as  we  would  have  the  desti- 
nies of  our  kind  shaped  by  an  enlightened  tribunal,  let  the 
•cliools  of  the  people,  and  the  teachers  who  preside  in  these 
aclioola,  and  the  system  that  prevails  in  tueae  schools,  be 
ourpecuiiar  care. 

"We  cannot  reform  the  world,  iio,  nor  provide  instruction 

for  a  great  nation,  by  any  direction  given  to  half  a  million 

of  dollars.     But  something,  even  in  such  a  cause,  may  be 

offiected  by  it — something,  I  devoutly  believe,  that  shall  bo 

felt  all  over  our  broad  land.     The  essential  is,  that,  if  little 

""«  can  do,  that  little  be  well  done — be  done  faithfully,  in 

*^6  spirit  of  the  trust,  in  the  spirit  of  the  age — in  a  spirit 

**ot  restrictive,  not  exclusive,  but  ditfusive,  universal. 

^         Mr.  Jones  modified  his  motion  aa  follows: 

^L^.    Strike  out  all  the  bill  after  the  word  "be"  in  the  sixth 

^Buqq  of  the  first  section,  and  insert — 


Paid  by  the  Secrelnry  of  tho  Treasury  to  the  heiri-at-law  o.   __ 

^'^   of  the  said  James  StnithBon,  or  tbeir  autborizod  sgenU,  wbenaver  tbsy 


» 


^•11  demand  Iha  same:  Provided,  That  tho  Sucratary  of  the  Truasury 
^~**I,  la  paying  over  »aid  money  as  herein  directed,  deliver  towvid  heiraall 
^^^t«  bond^  or  olher  stacks  of  every  kind  which  have  heen  purchased  with 
*'^>d  tnoney,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  lieu  of  so  much  of  said  money  as  ahsll 
"**■«  been  so  invested  in  State  bonds  or  other  stoolcs.  And  the  balnnce  of 
^*'*d  Bum  of  money,  if  any,  not  so  ioveated,  ehall  be  paid  out  of  any  moDAy 
^^   the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

^iv.  Q.  W,  JoNBS  said  it  was  not  hia  purpose  to  make  a 
**Pecch  on  this  occasion;  but  believing,  as  he  did,  that  this 
^Qole  matter  was  wrong;  that  this  Government,  in  the 
7**^4  instance,  had  no  right  and  no  power  to  accept  of  this 
•"^ist  fund,  he  was  in  favor  of  returning  the  amount  of  the 
^*-c>cey  or  of  the  stocks  in  which  that  money  has  been  in- 
^^Bted,  to  the  heii"s-at-Iaw  or  next  of  kin  of  the  late  Mr. 
^^*iithaon,  whenever  they  shall  make  the  demand  of  the 
government.  He  admitted  the  right  of  the  Government 
^-,  *o  borrow  money"  under  the  constitution,  but  denied 
«  "^^t  it  had  any  particle  of  power  to  deal  in  stocks  or  to 
'-*^n  money.  We  had  no  power  either  to  receive  this 
'*^''         '    the  first  instance,  or  to  invest  it  in  State  stocks 
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and  fund  it,  as  this  bill  proposed  to  do,  in  perpetuity  upoi::^ 
the  Government.    He  wanted  to  create  no  such  debt  npc^^^i^ 
this  Government.     He  was  satisfied  that  his  constituen  -^^ 
desired  no  such  debt  funded — no  such  burden  imposed  upr    ->^ 
them. 

But  waiving  the  objection  of  the  want  of  power  on 
part  of  the  Government,  he  was  still  opposed  to  the  eel 
lishment  of  an  institution  like  that  proposed  in  the 
under  the  direction  and  patronage  of  the  Government 
the  United  States.    He  would  be  the  last  man  on  this  fl< 
to  say  or  do  anything  on  this  floor  or  elsewhere  to  obstrcsHct 
the  enlightenment  and  education  of  the  people ;  he  was       as 


thoroughly  satisfied  of  the  benefits  of  education  as  acat  j- 
body,  but  he  could  not  sanction  the  establishment  of  sa  ^a 
an  institution  under  the  direction  of  the  Government     ^f 
the  United  States.     Where  might  it  end?     What  mig-lit 
such  an  institution  come  to  be  in  the  course  of  events  ^ 
This  $513,000  was  to  be  funded  at  six  per  cent,  interest  fo  r- 
ever.     Was  there  a  friend  of  this  measure ;  was  there  O"*  ^^ 
who  had  reflected  for  a  moment  on  the  proposition,  w 
believed  that  when  once  established  they  would  stop  at  tl 
appropriation  of  this  six  per  cent,  interest  annuallv  for  " 
support?    It  was,  in  his  opinion,  nothing  more  than 
entering  wedge  to  fastening  upon  the  United  States 
institution  the  expenses  and  appropriations  for  which  won 
be  augmented  at  almost  everv  session  of  Congress.  ^ 

It  was  neither  the  right,  the  power,  or  the  true  policy  ^^-^i 
the  Government  to  attempt  to  rear  up  here  in  the  city  ^^'i 
Washington  an  institution  for  the  education  of  scr''^^'"^ 
teachers,  of  agricultural  professors,  &c.,  to  send  out  into 
country.  There  was  too  great  a  tendency  to  centralization 
in  this  Government  already,  in  his  opinion.  The  le^timai 
and  appropriate  sphere  of  this  Government  was  to  takr:^ 
care  of  our  concerns  with  foreign  Powers,  leaving  our  d 
mestic  laws  and  regulations  to  be  made  by  the  State  Legii 
latures.  Every  measure  of  this  kind  haa  the  tendency  t- 
make  the  people  throughout  the  country  look  more  to  th" 
great  central  power  than  to  the  State  Governments. 

He  had  not  risen  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  speec^ 
but  of  submitting  a  few  remarks  in  explanation  of  h^'^ 
amendment. 

Mr.  Sawter  (Mr.  J.  giving  wiEiy)  said  the  gentleman 
proposition,  if  he  understood  it  aright,  was  to  refund  tii 
money  to  the  heirs  of  Smithson.    Now  he  was  well  informs 
that  Mr.  Smithson  had  no  heirs  whatever.     And  if  8U<?- 
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^tt  fhe  fitct,  he  wished  to  ask  of  the  gentleman  how  his 
teendment  could  be  made  operative  ? 
Mr.  JoNBS  replied  that  certainly,  if  he  never  had  heirs,  it 
^d  be  difficult  to  find  them.    But  he  understood  that, 
ftoQ^h  he  had  no  children,  he  had  a  brother,  who  was  once 
in  thu  country ;  and  his  amendment  proposed  to  refund 
ftis  monev  to  the  heirs  or  next  of  kin  of  James  Smithson. 
in  conclusion,  he  remarked  that,  if  his  proposition  failed, 
J^  tlus  Smithsonian  Institution  was  to  be  established,  he 
4ooId  then  be  in  favor  of  handing  over  the  State  stocks, 
.  JJ^ch  were  purchased  by  this  money,  to  the  managers  of 
tte  Institution,  and  of  letting  them  conduct  it  independently 
^  the  Government.    And,  voting  for  this  proposition,  all 
^(^  related  to  the  establishment  of  a  body  politic  and  cor- 
porate, he  should  also  wish  to  have  stricken  out,  for  he 
Jould  vote  for  the  establishment  of  no  corporation  by  this 
Government. 

3l4r.  J.  B.  Ingersoll  expressed  his  favor  for  the  general 

j^^^tures  of  the  bill,  but  before  entering  upon  the  direct  ques- 

^    ^n,  he  directed  a  few  remarks  to  the  amendment  of  Mr. 

^1166,  which  he  considered  entirely  futile,  as  far  as  any  idea 

refunding  the  money  to  heirs  was  concerned,  inasmuch 

it  was  ascertained  beyond  doubt  that  Mr.  Smithson  had 

^   ^  heirs  or  next  of  kin.    He  had  had  one  son,  who  died 

^Jpring  his  minority ;  and  thereupon  this  Government,  as 

^€  residuary  legatee,  came  in  possession  of  the  property  in 

*3^  form  from  the  attorneys  in  chancery  of  the  executors 

^Mr.  Smithson,  at  London.     This  amendment,  if  carried 

^t  into  a  law,  therefore,  would  result  in  working  a  for- 

p^ture  of  the  funds  to  the  British  Government.    But  Mr. 

■''^gersoll  contended,  that  as  we  had  received  it  by  solemn 

*^t  of  Congress,  and  retained  it  for  eight  long  years,  it  was 

^^"W  binding,  on  the  ground  of  faith,  honor,  and  duly,  to 

appropriate  it  in  the  manner  desiffued  by  the  testator  him- 

*^If ;  and  the  fact  that  this  fund  had  been  invested  by  the 

.-f^^^easurer  of  the  United  States,  under  direction  of  Congress, 

1^  -Arkansas  stocks,  did  not  affect  this  question  in  any  respect; 

^^  Government  of  the  United  States  being  always  responsi- 

fif^for  the  restoration  of  this  fund,  and  the  devotion  of  it  to 

tK^  proper  objects.     The  fund  was  sacred  in  the  treasury  of 

Oe  United  States  at  this  moment,  and  they  were  pledged, 

^^^y  one  of  them,  to  redeem  it. 

J     And  the  true  question  now  presented  was,  what  were  the 

^ntions  of  the  donor  ? 
Q  ^Ir.  Ingersoll  here — in  reference  to  an  allusion  by  Mr. 
^^n  to  the  Girard  fund — ^went  into  an  explanation,  at  some 
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length,  of  the  circumstances  and  restrictions  of  that  legacy, 
the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  expended,  &c.,  stating  that 
the  reason  why  the  school  had  not  ere  this,  partially  at  least, 

fone  into  operation,  was  an  unfortunate  proviso  placed  by 
fr.  Girard  in  his  will,  that  none  of  the  orphans  intended 
to  be  benefited  should  be  received  and  educated,  until  the 
entire  five  buildings  were  fully  completed  according  to  the 
plan  prescribed  by  him.  Upon  this  point  Mr.  I  yielded  to 
Mr.  Owen  for  explanation. 

Becurring  to  the  position  that  the  fact  that  this  fund 
might  have  been  invested  by  the  act  of  the  Government 
itself  in  Arkansas  stocks  principally,  and  to  a  small  extent 
in  the  stocks  of  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Michigan,  in  no  manner 
diminished  its  accountability  for  the  amount  of  its  oblim- 
tion  to  appropriate  in  accordance  with  the  intention  of  Mr. 
Smithson. 

Mr.  Vinton  interposed,  and  said,  if  any  portion  of  it  was 
invested  in  Ohio  bonds,  of  which  he  was  not  before  aware, 
the  interest  on  them  would  be  regularly  paid. 

Mr.  Yell  also  (speaking  for  Arkansas)  said  we  are  ready 
to  settle  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  Tell,  (in  reply  to  another  remark  of  Mr.  Ingersoll, 
not  heard  by  the  reporter.)  Whenever  we  can  bring  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  a  settlement,  then  we  will 
talk  about  it 

Mr.  Ingersoll  (resuming)  said  he  concurred  in  the  gen- 
eral views  of  Mr.  Owen,  especially  as  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  bill  there  was  a  section  authorizing  Congress  to  make 
such  changes  as  from  time  to  time  it  might  deem  expedient. 

There  was  one  object  which  he  thought  the  gentleman 
had  overlooked.  He  had  properly  provided  against  the 
error  of  the  Girard  will,  by  providing  that  this  institution 
should  go  into  operation  on  the  Ist  September  next  after 
the  passage  of  the  law,  as  it  could  go  into  operation  for 
many  of  its  purposes  immediately.  But  instead  of  waiting 
the  slow  process  of  gathering  materials  of  instruction,  he 
intended,  by  an  amendment  at  the  proper  place,  to  pro- 
pose that  the  results  of  the  exploring  expedition,  and  the 
articles  of  the  National  Institute,  many  of  which  were  now 
being  injured  for  want  of  a  proper  place  of  deposit,  and 
both  which  were  the  property  of  the  Government,  should 
be  placed  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  until  there  should 
be  substituted  for  them  articles  collected  by  that  institution 
itself 

He  agreed  with  Mr.  Owen  that  a  great  library,  such  as 
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''^as  provided  for  in  the  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  two 

years  ago  was  not  desirable ;  and  said  that  the  necessary 

pTiildings  to  contain  the  greatest  library  in  the  world  would, 

^  its  own  erection,  exhaust  the  entire  sum.     This  Capitol 

^taelf  would  not  be  sufficient  to  contain  eight  hundred 

thousand  yolomes,  which  would  be  the  largest  library  in  the 

'World,  so  properly  arranged  as  to  be  accessible.    A  library 

Was  not  tiie  object  of  Mr.  Smithson ;  but  that  it  should 

Cover  general  around,  in  which  all  objects  of  science  (if 

possible)  shouldbe  included,  and  amongthe  rest,  he  agreed 

With  the  bill  in  the  proprietj^  of  appropriating  a  part  of  the 

tonual  ftind  to  the  preparation  of  instructors,  to  be  sent  out 

*^ttt)aghout  the  whole  country.     He  would  also  appropriate 

*  part  of  the  fund  to  the  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 

delivery  of  annual  lectures  by  our  most  distinguished  men, 

*t  different  points  throughout  the  country  for  scientific  in- 

^^'^ction. 

^  ^r.  IngersoU  gave  some  other  general  views,  approving 
^j^cidedly  the  object  of  the  institution,  and  warmly  urging 
r*^^  boonden  duty  of  Congress  to  apply  it  according  to  the 
^tentions  of  Mr.  Smithson,  and  to  discharge  the  obliga- 
^^8  imposed  upon  it  by  the  acceptance  of  this  trust. 

^-^4r.  G.  "W.  Jones  modified  his  amendment  by  inserting 
1^^^  the  words  "  next  of  kin,"  the  words  "  or  residuary 
^^tee.'* 

Mr.  Stanton  next  addressed  the  committee,  as  follows  : 
M^r.  Chaibman  :  It  has  been  a  matter  of  very  general 
^^plaint,  that  there  has  been  great  delay  in  performing 
^  "trust  imposed  upon  this  Government  by  its  acceptance 
^f  tlxe  Smithsonian  bequest.  Whether  this  complaint  be 
^^W  or  ill  founded,  all  will  agree  that  the  time  has  now 
^?^Ved  for  decisive  action,  and  that  the  honor  and  good 
^^Ix  of  the  Government  require  a  speedy  application  of  the 
^'^^^  to  its  destined  purpose. 

^ery  nearly  eight  years  have  elapsed  since  the  magnifi- 
c^ixt;  8\im  of  half  a  million  of  dollars,  sanctified  by  the  will 
^f  ^3  ames  Smithson  to  the  humane  purpose  "  of  increasing 
^^  diffusing  knowledge  among  men,"  has  been  received 
in^o  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

^ut  if  this  delay  is  to  be  regretted  on  some  accounts,  at 
least  one  great  advantage  has  accrued  :  the  interest  of  the 
fatid  has  accumulated  to  such  an  amount  that  every  neces- 
6^17  building  for  the  complete  accommodation  of  a  most 
elusive  institution  may  be  immediately  constructed  with- 
out any  diminution  of  the  original  sum.     That  will  remain 
tUitouehed,  the  fruitful  source  of  perpetual  supply  and  sup- 
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Eort  for  the  beneficent  establishment  which  may  be  created 
y  the  bill. 

Besides,  sir,  during  this  long  period  of  delay,  many  plans 
have  been  suggested  and  discussed,  some  learned  reports 
have  been  made  in  this  House' and  in  the  Senate,  and  the 
public  attention  has  been  so  engaged  upon  this  interesting 
subject,  that  we  are  now  doubtless  prepared  to  dispose  of  it 
intelligently,  and  in  a  manner  which  will  fully  meet  the 
high  and  liberal  purposes  of  Mr.  Smithson.  There  is  no 
longer  any  justification  for  delay.  Everything  is  ready, 
awaiting  our  action,  and  the  wise  and  benevolent  in  all 
quarters  are  anxiously  expecting  us  to  perform  our  solemn 
duty  in  reference  to  this  noble  bequest. 

But  there  is,  at  this  peculiar  juncture  in  our  afilairs,  still 
another  consideration  strongly  appealing  to  the  national 
honor,  and  urging  the  immediate  disposition  of  the  fiinA.^ 
according  to  the  will  of  the  donor.     James  Smithson  Wj     *" 
an  Englishman.    Yet  he  passed  by  his  own  powerful 
splendid  Government — one  which  has  never  failed  or  ref 
to  contribute  liberally  to  the  cause  of  science — ^and  select 
our  plainer  and  simpler  institutions  as  the  more  approprii 
depository  of  the  sacred  trust  to  which  he  devoted 
whole  of  his  large  fortune.     Our  relations  with  Englani 
the  present  moment,  are  thought  to  be  very  critical.     I 
not  anticipate  war.     I  have  little  fear,  that  two  enlighter 
nations,  whose  interests  are  deeply  involved  in  the  mainl 
ance  of  peace,  will,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  rush  in1 
sanguinary  and  destructive  war,  even  upon  so  grave  a  qi 
tion  as  tnat  which  now  disturbs  them.     Yet,  there 


many  who  look  upon  the  present  crisis  with  more  serf 
fears ;  and  all  must  acknowledge  that  war  is  possible — U 
very  slight  mismanagement,  on  either  side,  might  lead 
that  disastrous   end.     Now,  if  war  should  take  place  ^ 
would  be  most  dishonorable  to  our  Government,  tha^ 
large  fund,  given  by  a  benevolent  foreigner  to  found  an  i 
stitution  of  the   most  peaceful  and  beneficent  characteFj 
should  remain  in  the  Treasury  and  be  used  to  carry  on  wa 
against  the  very  nation  from  whom  the  charitable  gift  was 
received.     I  hope,  sir,  we  shall  avoid  the  possibility  of  such 
humiliation,  by  adopting  the  measure  before  us  without 
delay.     Should  we  fail  to  do  so,  and  hostilities  occur,  the 
omission  will  never  cease  to  be  the  fruitful  source  and  occa- 
sion of  those  bitter  attacks  upon  our  honesty  and  the  moral 
tendency  of  our  institutions,  which   have  long  filled  the 
pages  of  English  periodicals,  and  the  journals  of  English 
travelers.      Their  denunciations,  then,  would  have  a  much 
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jr  foondation  than  they  usually  have.    We  should  be 

somewhat  at  a  loss  to  repel  them.     The  ordinary  charge  of 

£Bkit:hle88nes8  and  repudiation  of  pecuniary  liabilities  would 

^        nothinff  in  comparison ;  this  would  be  the  ffross  violation 

a  sacred  trust,  which  no  circumstance  could  palliate,  no 

emergency  could  justify. 

I  intend,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  support  the  bill  in  its  present 
"form.    There  is,  doubtless,  a  wide  field  for  the  selection  of 
means  to  accomplish  the  great  design  unfolded  in  the  com- 
prehensive words  of  Mr.  Smithson's  will.     Any  plan  which 
'^ajr  be  adopted  for  the  attainmept  of  this  end,  must  neces- 
sarily be  the  result  of  compromise;  for  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  any  two  minds,  acting  separately,   would 
arrive  at  the  same  conclusion  upon  this  important  subject. 
I  understand  this  bill  to  have  been  thus  framed  by  the  com- 
'uittee  which  reported  it.     As  a  result  of  the  conflicting 
opinions  of  wise  and  experienced  men,  harmonized  by  com- 
parison, discussion,  and  mutual  concession,  it  is  entitled  to 
Very  high  respect.    But  I  think  its  intrinsic  merits  will  be 
*<>ond  to  be  its  most  imposing  recommendation. 

^Before  attempting  to  notice  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  I 

''^ll  refer  briefly  to  an  objection;  which,  if  valid,  would  be 

paramount  to  all  other  considerations.    It  was  with  surprise 

^*^<i  regret,  that  I  heard  the  objection  of  my  colleague, 

\^ir.  Jones,)  to  this  bill  on  the  ground  of  unconstitution- 

^i"ty.   I  would  have  regretted  opposition  upon  such  grounds 

from  any  quarter ;  but  much  more  when  it  comes  from  my 

^^"n  State.     I  would  have  preferred  that  Tennessee  should 

*i^ve  occupied  a  different  position. 

My  honorable   colleague  insists    that  the   Government 
otight  not  to  have  accepted  the  trust,  and  that  the  money 
^Ught  now  to  be  restored.     It  is  true  the  United  States 
y^re  not  bound  to  accept  the  trust.     They  might  have  re- 
jected Mr.  Smithson's  magnificent  donation,  and  deprived 
^he  American  people  of  the  rich  blessings  which  may  now 
be  conferred  upon  them  by  its  wise  and  faithful  use.     But 
better  counsels  prevailed;  they  did  accept  it  by  a  law  of 
Congress ;  and  in  so  doing,  they  assumed  a  solemn  obliga- 
tion to  apply  the  fund  according  to  the  will  of  the  testator. 
The  faith  of  the   Government  is  pledged — it  is  doubly 
pledged — ^first,  by  receiving  the   money  and  retaining  it 
eio^ht  years,  with  an  express  agreement  to  apply  it  faith- 
fully ;  and,  secondly,  by  the  very  nature  of  the  sacred  ob- 
jects to  which  the  trust  is  directed,  so  binding  and  obliga- 
tory in  their  high  demand  upon  the  honor  of  the  nation, 
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that  it  would  be  sacrilege  and  barbarism  to  repudiate 
claim. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  the  field  of  constitutional  d5 
cussion.     That  is  a  hackneyed  subject,  and  I  am  sure  t7 
occasion  does  not  require  that  line  of  argument.    Nothitk 
sir,  more  clearly  demonstrates  the  utter  impracticability 
absurdity  of  those  extreme  opinions  upon  constitution, 
questions,  sometimes  advocated  here,  than  the  oppositio 
on  such  grounds,  to  the  measure  now  before  us.     The  coc 
mon  and  general  judgment  of  the  people,  the  united  and 
almost  universal  concurrence  of  politicians  of  all  classes, 
unhesitatingly  discard  and  condemn  the  narrow  and  illLl>- 
eral  sentiment.    An  institution  of  the  greatest  importance, 
most  beneficial  to  the  people  of  this  country,  founded  aot 
with  funds  exacted  by  taxation,  but  built  upon  the  liber- 
ality of  a  distinguished  .foreigner,  who  has  so  far  sanctioDed 
our  political  structure  as  to  confide  to  it  the  execution  of  a 
sacred  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  human  race — ^this  institu- 
tion, located  within  a  territory  over  which  Congress  has 
exclusive  jurisdiction,  surely  cannot  involve  the  exercise  of  a 

Sower  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution,  or  in  the  slightest 
egree  dangerous  to  the  integrity  of  our  political  princi- 
ples. Mr.  Smithson  was  not  wrong  in  supposing  this  Gov- 
ernment possessed  the  power  to  convey  to  its  people  a 
gratuitous  benefit  of  the  first  magnitude.  His  benevolent 
design  will  not  be  frustrated  by  this  imaginary  impedi-  ^ 
ment;  for  I  do  not  dream  that  it  can  interpose  even  a 
momentary  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  this  large  fund,  properlv  applie^t 
may  be  made  the  instrument  of  much  good.     The  benefit 
will  be  enjoyed  primarily  and  peculiarly,  if  not  entirely*  ^J 
our  own  people.     Its  indirect  influence,  it  is  to  be  hop^^» 
will  hereafter  extend  abroad ;  but  it  is  chiefly  here  that  i^ 
benign  effects  are  to  be  felt  as  long  as  the  institution  &^^\ 
exist.    It  ought,  then,  to  be  an  object  of  great  care,  and  ^^ 
peculiar  interest  to  the  Government.    All  necessary  arrati S^ 
ments  should  be  liberally  made,  and  with  the  wisest  pos®^* 
ble  adaptation  to  the  great  end  in  view. 

One  of  the  preliminary  provisions  of  the  bill  transf ^'^ 
the  whole  fund  to  the  Treasury,  and  requires  the  Gtov^^* 
ment  to  assume  the  perpetual  payment  of  interest,  at  '^^^ 
rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum.  This  is  certainly  a  ^^^ 
slight  contribution,  yet  inconsiderable  as  this  responsibil**''^ 
may  be  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  by  no  mc?^*? 
to  be  named  as  a  donation,  or  even  as  a  favor,  when  i*  ** 
considered  that  the  fund  is  a  gift  to  the  country,  it  is  neV^^ 
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tlxelesB  a  matter  of  the  first  importance  to  the  institution 
itself.  It  secures  for  it  a  permanent  support,  and  places  its 
"^^venues  beyond  the  power  of  any  contingency.  No  one, 
1  presume,  except  my  colleague,  will  object  to  this  provi- 
^on.  By  adopting  it,  the  United  States  will  evince  a  dis- 
iK^tion  to  fulfill  the  hi^h  trust  they  have  assumed  in  a 
Spirit  of  liberality  and  justice  somewhat  worthy  of  the 
^reat  object  sought  to  be  accomplished. 

But  while  the  Government  will  contribute  in  this  small 
^^j  to  the  institution,  it  will  receive  a  direct  compensation 
^hich  far  more  than  balances  the  sacrifice  made.  The  bill 
pi^poses  to  appropriate  a  portion  of  the  public  grounds  in 
this  city  for  the  buildings  and  gardens  necessary  for  the 
^taiblishment.  Handsome  yet  useful  structures  will  be 
^T'^cted,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  grounds  will  render 
tb^m  beautiful  and  attractive,  while  they  may  still  be  acces- 
^l>le  to  the  harmless  examination  and  enjoyment  of  the 
P^i'blic.  All  this  will  be  done  out  of  the  Smithsonian  fund ; 
the  expense  which  the  government  would  otherwise 
urby  carrying  out  the  ori^nal  plan  of  the  city  as  designed 
Washington,  will  be  avoided,  while  all  its  desirable  ad- 
xitages  will  be  obtained.  The  benefit  will  be  mutual  to 
6  Oovernment  and  to  the  institution. 
So  also  in  regard  to  the  transfer  of  the  specimens  of 
►^ral  history,  of  minerals,  and  other  scientific  and  curi- 
«  objects  now  in  possession  of  the  Government,  and  kept 
^  the  JPatent  Office.  The  exhibition  and  preservation  of 
-J^^se  things  are  now  the  source  of  some  expenditure, 
^ijl^len  they  shall  be  transferred,  as  proposed  in  this  bill, 
S^i«  expenditure  will  cease,  or  be  removed  from  the  public 
-».  x^easury,  to  the  fund  of  the  institution.  They  will  be 
^53^ally  subject  to  public  examination,  while  they  will  be 
"de  to  answer  a  more  useful  end,  as  constituting  the  basis 

iustruction  for  able  and  scientific  professors. 
^y  remarks,  so  far,  Mr.  Chairman,  relate  only  to  some 
portant  preliminary  arrangements,  not  affecting  the 
scope  and  design  of  the  proposed  institution.  These 
now  be  examined ;  and  I  propose  to  do  it  with  refer- 
to  the  probable  design  of  Mr.  Sraithson,  to  be  inferred 
his  own  pursuits  and  character  of  mind — from  his 
eclion  of  our  Government  to  execute  his  will,  and  from 
3  language  in  which  he  has  expressed  his  intentions. 
C  do  not  propose  to  enter  upon  any  biographical  sketch 
>4r.  Smitnson,  or  to  go  into  a  history  of  his  philosophi- 
labors.    I  will  merely  state  what  has  been  truly  said  by 
jjentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Owen,)   that  he   was 
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ardently  devoted  to  science,  and  that  his  pursnits  were  emi- 
nently practical  and  utilitarian  in  their  character.  The 
physical  sciences,  in  their  application  to  the  useful  arts— 
mineralogy,  geology,  and  chemistry,  in  its  application  to 
agriculture,  constituted  his  chief  employments.  His  invee- 
tigations  are  referred  to  and  quoted  with  respect  by  the 
great  German  chemist,  Liebiff. 

It  is  more  than  probable  mat  one  whose  mind  was  con- 
stantly occupied  with  these  subjects,  and  filled  with  the 
visions  of  rich  promise  which  must  be  realized  in  thev 
future  investigations,  when  munificently  endowing  an  ineti- 
tution  for  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge  among  men, 
looked  particularly  to  those  sciences  which  wili  be  most 
fruitful  in  great  results,  and  to  which,  on  that  accoant,  he 
himself  waa  deeply  devoted.  It  is  precisely  these  sciences, 
and  these  applications  of  them,  whicn  I  understand  this  bill 
to  be  designed  and  calculated  to  promote. 

Nor  was  it  strange,  sir,  that  with  such  sentiments  and 
such  designs,  Mr.  Smithson  should  have  selected  our  Gov- 
ernment as  the  instrument  to  accomplish  his  objects.   Al- 
though it  must  be  acknowledged  that  this  Government  has 
heretofore  contributed  little  or  nothing  to  the  advancement 
of  science  by  any  direct  aid  or  encouragement — and  al- 
though the  points  at  which  it  even  comes  in  contact  witi 
the  scientific  world  are  extremely  few,  and  it  is  felt  to  b©  * 
great  desideratum  that  these  connections  should  be  i*^* 
creased — ^yet  Mr.  Smithson  had  the  penetration  to  discov^ 
that  the  U  nited  States  are  the  foremost  people  of  the  wor*^ 
in  the  facility  of  adapting  themselves  to  the  progressive  it^ 
provements  of  the  age.     No  other  people  are  now  maki 
such  rapid  strides  in  the  application  of  science  to  the  gr^ 
purposes   of  human    industry.      This    tendency,  so  ve 
marked  at  the  present  day,  is  doubtless  the  result  of  o 
free  institutions,  giving  untrammelled  scope  and  powe 
motive  to  the  energies  of  the  individual  man — no  long^ 
making  the  citizen  subservient  to  the  power  and  glory  ^ 
the  Government,  but  using  the  latter  as  a  mere  instrumei^ 
to  protect  the  rights  and  promote  the  weliare,  improvemen   - 
and  happiness  of  the  former.     The  olden  philosophers  eoi^ 
sidered  it  a  prostitution  of  the  sacred  character  of  scienc::^ 
to  direct  it,  in  any  degree,  to  the  material  interests  of  mai^ 
In  modern  times  the  sentiment  is  justly  reversed ;  and  th^ 
philosophy  which  does  not  contribute  to  the  usefiil  pursaiP 
of  life,  is  considered  of  comparatively  little  value.    In  th? 
age,  and  in  this  country,  the  new  application  of  philosopl 
is  exhibiting  its  most  glorious  results,  and  giving  promi^ 
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in  the  faturo  of  still  more  wonderful  improvements.    Doubt- 
Uss,  it  was  this  tendency  of  our  institutions,  and  the  effect 
tiot  obscurely  marked  out  in  the  amazing  energy  and  inven- 
tive power  of  our  people,  which  induced  the  wise  and 
benevolent  Smithson  to  select  this  Government  as  the  agent 
for  accomplishing  his  will.    It  is  not  difficult  to  discover 
that  this  condition  of  the  people,  the  result  of  our  peculiar 
potitical  institutions,  will  reflect  back  its  influence  upon  the 
Kovernment,  and  infuse  a  portion  of  its  energetic  and  en- 
lightened spirit  into  all  its  departments.     We  Jiave  already 
seen  some  such  result.     Some  operations  of  an  important 
scientific  character  have  of  late  been  undertaken  oy  the 
direct  application  of  the  national  power. 

f^rst  m  importance  among  these,  has  been  the  establish- 
flient  in  this  city  of  the  Observatory,  connected  with  the 
iydroffraphical  department  of  that  nondescript  fire-and- 
water  bureau  of  ordnance  and  hydrography.     I  believe  this 
interesting  establishment  has  grown  up  gradually  from  the 
very  necessity  of  the  case,  and  without  any  direct  authority 
lookinff  immediately  to  such  a  result.    And,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  some,  it  seems  still  to  be  considered  a  very  unim- 
portant concern ;  for  I  have  seen  a  bill  lately  reported  in 
*he  Senate,  proposing  to  detach  the  establishment  from  the 
bureau  of  ordnance,  and  connect  it  with  that  of  yards 
^tid  docks,  thus  bringing  the  erection  of  ship-houses,  foun- 
dries, and  work-shops,  into  juxtaposition  and  intimate  rela- 
^on  with  the  most  delicate  and  difficult  observations  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,   and  the  most  intricate   calculations  of 
j!®^i*onomy.     This  classification  is  probably  founded  upon 
™®  simiharity  supposed  to  exist  between  the  wheels  of  a 
?^^m  engine  and  the  rings  of  Saturn,  or  the  bands  of  a 
|*^te  and  the  belts  of  Jupiter.     The  Naval  Committee  of 
^^  Bouse,  however,  have  not  had  the  penetration  to  see 
^68e  very  recondite  points  of  connection,  and  they  have 
^^posed  to  erect  a  separate  bureau  of  hydrography,  placing 
^^  astronomical  and  hydrographical  operations  of  the  Gov- 
f^5*^ent  upon  the  most  permanent,  useful,  and  independent 
^^««    If  there  be  any  branch  of  the  public  service  worthy 
^  this  advantage,  it  is  that  which  is  now  so  well  and  efla- 
^^gtly  conducted  by  Lieutenant  M.  F.  Maury. 
^|Ht«retofore,  our  astronomical  knowledge  has  been  chieflv 
^■•'i'vod  from  foreign  nations.    We  have  used  the  English 
k2SJ^CBl  almanac,  and  our  vessels  have  been  guided  upon 
d  ocean  by  observations  and  tables  prepared  by  our 
kd  adversaries  in  all  commercial  enterprise.     We 
tribnted  nothing  whatever  to  this  branch  of  science, 
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useful  as  it  is,  and  directly  connected  with  the  great  intecr^ 
ests  of  commerce  and  navigation.  For  our  most  importac^ 
charts,  also,  we  have  been  dependent  upon  other  nation^K 
Until  recently,  if  even  now,  we  have  had  no  establishmec^  ^ 
at  which  our  vessels  could  be  supplied  with  maps  and  cl 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  perform  a  cruise  with  com 
nienee  and  safety,  and  we  certainly  have  not  had  the  infc 
mation  of  a  hydrographical  character  which  would  enal 
the  Navy  Department  to  plan  an  attack  upon  any  forei_ 
port,  even  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

But,  sir,  the  establishment  of  the  Observatory,  if  its  i 

portant  objects  be  liberally  seconded,  will  remedy  th 
defects,  and  wipe  off  from  our  character  what  I  cannot  I 
consider  a  disgrace  to  the  most  enlightened  people  u 
earth.    Its  services  will  not  be  confined  to  the  prepara 
of  maps  and  charts,  the  preservation  of  nautical  inst— 
ments,  the  regulation  and  correction  of  chronometers, 
other  kindred  practical  duties :  its  operations  will  be 
more  extensive  and  important.     Already  have  the  eleme 
for  an  American  nautical  almanac  been  obtained  by  ol 
vation,  and  the  liberal  patriotism  of  the  House  is  mvol 
for  a  small  appropriation  to  compute  and  print  them.    L 
now  in  contemplation,  too,  if  the  work  has  not  already 
commenced,  to  enter  upon  a  system  of  most  extents    — ' 
observation,  including  all  the  important  fixed  stars  to 
observed  in  our  latitude — a  more  comprehensive  and  m 
nificent,  as  well  as  useful  work,  than  has  ever  yet  b< 
undertaken  in  any  part  of  the  world.     I  have  it  from 
highly  intelligent  and  scientific  superintendent  of  the  Co 
Survey,  that  the  number  of  stars  noted  in  the  nautical  all 
nac  is  too  limited  for  the  convenient  conduct  of  his  imi 
tant  observations. 

It  will  be  found  here,  as  well  as  in  other  important  woi 
of  a  similar  kind,  that  the  labors  about  to  be  entered  u] 
at  the  Observatory  will  prove  to  be  highly  important 
valuable.     They  will  enable  us  to  make  some  return  to 
science  of  the  world  for  that  large  supply  which  we  hi 
heretofore  illiberally  drawn  from  it ;  and  they  will  cont 
ute  to  elevate  our  Government  in  the  eyes  of  other  nati( 

I  have  said  so  much  upon  this  sabject,  sir,  because 
provision  is  made  in  this  bill  for  any  astronomical  establk 
ment,  and  because,  upon  former  occasions,  it  has  been  urj 
with  great  ability,  and  from  a  dbtinguished  quarter, 
the  greater  part,  ii  not  the  whole  of  this  fund,  shouk 
appropriiift^        *  -•*oao.    Th.e  venerable  gentlei 

from  >T8tarm.4  my  allusion.    It 
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with  great  pleasure  and  profit,  and  with  complete 
i^^mpathy  in  the  noble  enthusiasm  of  the  author,  that  I  read 
report  of  that  gentleman,  made  to  this  House  in  1842, 
the  disposition  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest.     He 
to  have  been  imbued  with  a  most  exalted  sense  of 
sublimity  of  the  great  objects  heretofore  accomplished, 
hereafter  to  be  attained,  by  the  ardent  and  laborious 
pixreuit  of  astronomy.     Sir,  there  is  no  mind  not  wholly 
oestitnte  of  elevation,  and  wholly  ignorant  of  the  stupen- 
doTis  wonders  and  glories  of  the  universe  as  revealed  to  the 
gSLssQ  of  "star-eyed  science,"   who  could  rted  that  able 
report  and  not  be  deeply  affected  by  it.     I  quote  the  follow- 
ing passage: 

"The  express  object  of  an  obseryatory  is  the  inereaae  of  knowledge  by 

"■^v  diieovety.    The  physical  relations  between  the  firmament  of  heaven 

*Qd  the  globe  allotted  by  the  Creator  of  all  to  be  the  abode  of  man  are  dis- 

^<>^erable  only  by  the  organ  of  the  eye.    Many  of  these  relations  are  indis- 

E^sable  to  the  existence  of  human  life,  and,  perhaps,  of  the  earth  itself. 

^p>o  can  conceiye  the  idea  of  the  earth  witnout  a  sun  but  must  connect 

^th  It  the  extinction  of  light  and  heat,  of  all  animal  life,  of  all  vegetation 

S|nd  production,  leaving  the  lifeless  clod  of  matter  to  return  to  the  primi- 

HTe  state  of  chaos,  or  to  be  consumed  by  elemental  fire.    The  infiuence  of 

*^o  moon— of  the  planets,  our  next-door  neighbors  of  the  solar  system— of 

^Q  ftzed  stars  scattered  over  the  blue  expanse,  in  multitudes  exceeding  the 

P^Wer  of  human  computation,  and  at  distances  of  which  imagination  her- 

self  can  form  no  distinct  conception :  the  infiuence  of  all  these  upon  the 

F  v^  we  inhabit,  and  upon  the  condition  of  man,  its  dying  and  deathless 

^^^^bitant,  is  great  and  mysterious,  and  in  the  search  for  final  causes,  to  a 

S^^t  extent  inscrutable  to  his  finite  and  limited  faculties.    The  extent  to 

Wnlcb  they  are  discoverable  is  and  must  remain  unknown :  but  to  the  vig- 

«l%iiC6  of  a  sleei>les8  eye,  to  the  toil  of  a  tireless  hand,  and  to  the  medita- 

^ons  of  a  thinking,  combining,  and  analyzing  mind,  secrets  are  successively 

'^^o^ed,  not  only  of  the  deepest  import  to  the  welfare  of  man  in  his  earthly 

^^i^er,  but  which  seem  to  lift  him  from  the  earth  to  the  threshold  of  his 

^^rnal  abode ;  to  lead  him  blindfold  up  to  the  council  chamber  of  Omnip- 

^^"^^■^ce,  and  then,  stripping  the  bandage  from  his  eyes,  bid  him  look  undaz- 

**«d  at  the  throne  of  God." 

I  quote  this  eloquent  passage  to  show,  by  the  testimony 
^f  one  who  understands  the  subject  well,  the  character  of 
"^*ie  results  to  be  expected  from  the  extensive  cultivation  of 
^J^ronomical  science.  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  though 
^^^  discoveries  now  to  be  expected  in  that  field  will  be  well 
^^culated  to  elevate  the  soul  and  fill  it  with  wonder  and 
^**^ft2ement,  nothing  of  a  very  practical  or  directly  useful 
?*^re  in  its  bearing  upon  the  immediate  pursuits  of  life  is 
^^>^  expected  beyond  the  increased  accuracy  and  extent  of 
^^^^TOtaona  necessary  for  nautical  and  topographical  pur- 
^^^^8,  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to  undervalue  the  im- 
*^Jtaaoe  of  this  sublime  branch  of  human  knowledge.  Nor 
^J^M^  1  undertake  to  say  that  investigation  of  the  heavens 
BOt  produce  new  results,  intimately  connected  with, 
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and  highly  important  to,  some  of  the  economical  purpo 

of  life.     What  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  the  discoveries  yef^    ^ 
be  made  promise  only,  or  at  least  chiefly,  to  gratify  tS:^^ 
high  and  laudable  curiosity  which  seeks  to  know  and  unL^r- 
stand,  as  far  as  human  intelligence  may,  the  sublime  s^-aid 
wonderful  works  of  the  Creator.    New  double  stars  may"  \}e 
discovered,  revolving  about  each  other,  by  the  operatioriL  of 
strange  and  unknown  laws,  the  investigation  of  which  ncmay 
be  a  subject  of  profound  interest.     Their  compensatrmng 
colors,  shedding  a  mixed  stellar  influence  upon  an  intin^^^te 
and  curious  examination,  may  possibly  reveal  to  some  ]g^^Q- 
etrating  eye  new  and  important  truths  connected  with      Ihe 
theory  of  light.     The  occultation    of  Jupiter's  satelL^tes 
enable  us  to  measure  its  velocity  with  almost  absolute    ^* 
actness.    The  contrasted  colors  of  these  wonderful  bii=aary 
stars  may  eventually  settle  the  question,  if  it  be  not  alr^^sady 
settled,  between  the  theory  of  undulations,  and  that  of        P^' 
tides  emanating  in  straight  lines,  and  may,  in  some  li.    .jck^ 
hour,  to  some  favored  son  of  genius  unfold  distinctly 
forever  the  apparently  intricate  and  now  hidden  velsL^ 
of  light,  heat,  electricity,  magnetism,  and  gravitation 
higher  and  more  complete  generalization,  of  the  great; 
nomena  of  the  universe  may  be  accomplished,  and 
wholly  impossible  to  tell  how  directly  and  immediately^ 
discoveries  may  bear  upon  the  practical  pursuits  which 
tribute  to  the  physical  well-beinff  of  man.     Who,  a 
present  day,  can  calculate  the  influence  exerted  upo 
nappiness  of  man,  during  successive  generations,  1>_ 
knowledge  of  those  three  strange  and  wonderful  laws 
covered,  not  without  long  and  laborious  investigatio 
the  celebrated  Kepler  ?     Who  can  trace  their  conseqia 
in  the  subsequent  discoveries  of  that  science,  or  rati 
should  ask,  what  would  now  be  our  knowledge  of  the 
etary  system,  and  our  ability  to  apply  it  to  exact  nai 
purposes,  if  those  laws,  and  all  that  results  from  them, 
at  this  day  a  blank  in  astronomical  science?     Th&t>      *"^ 
radius-vector  of  a  planet  describes  equal  areas   in    ^  <i,'^ 
times !    How  simple  a  law,  yet  how  pregnant  of  cci^i^s^' 
quences,  incalculable  in  extent  and  value. 

Notwithstanding  these  admissions,  and  my  deep  co:Ki.yif| 
tion  of  the  ffreat  value  of  astronomical  truth,  I  cannot  tT^iflfc 
that  field  of  Imowledge  likely  to  be  so  productive  of  ci.t3^™ 
fruit,  that  the  Smithsonian  rand  ought  ever  to  have     fyeoD 
directed  entirely  or  «chiefly  to  that  object    But  whik'C^^^^ 
ID««  "^"flict  of  opinion  in  this  respect  "t;,  the 

^  establishment  of  the  Observe- 
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It  is  matter  of  high  gratification  to  my  mind  that 
jfovemment  has  at  last  awakened  to  the  importance  of 
inbject,  and  has  found  a  complete  justification,  in  the 
ographical  and  topographical  necessities  of  its  service 
^  and  land,  for  the  endowment  of  so  useful  an  institu- 

And  I  am  glad,  sir,  to  hear  it  announced  that  the 
Qgaished  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  finds  his  laud- 
enthusiasm  for  a  noble  branch  of  science  fqlly  met  and 
fied  by  the  establishment  in  question, 
think,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  be  anything  plain  and 
ous  in  reference  to  the  plan  to  be  adopted  for  the  Smith- 
m  Institution,  it  is  that  no  university  or  college  of  an 
aary  kind  would  come  within  the  scope  of  the  testator's 
itions,  or  would  contribute  properly  to  the  end  desired, 
require  something  connected  with  the  great  practical 
10688  of  life — something  in  accordance  with  the  proffres- 
W)irit  of  the  age — something  looking  immediately  to 
elevation,  improvement,  ana  happiness  of  the  great 
I  of  the  people.  Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  most  of 
best  institutions  of  learning  are  not  of  this  character. 
7  look  chiefly  to  the  past,  searching  for  the  obscure  be- 
ings of  knowledge  in  the  dead  languages,  and  in  the 
ings  of  ancient  sa^es,  poets,  and  philosophers.  It  is 
business  to  look  chiefly  to  the  great  future,  with  its 
ous  fruits,  ready  to  burst  from  a  teeming  soil,  warmed 
enlightened  by  the  great  sun  of  science,  which  now  dif- 
» its  energetic  rays  into  every  corner  of  human  affairs, 
rever  life,  vegetable  or  animal,  and  wherever  mental  or 
ical  power  in  its  ten  thousand  inventive  forms  may  find 
»thold  for  existence. 

a  letter  of  Dr.  Thomas  Cooper,  of  South  Carolina,  ad- 
Jed  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  20th  July,  1838,  in  answer  to  inqui- 
OQ  the  subject  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  that  distin- 
iied  gentleman  says : 

object  to  all  belUa  lettres  and  philosophical  literature,  as  calculated 
A  make  men  pleasant  talkers.     I  object  to  medicine, 
object  to  lato.     Ethics  and  politics  are  as  yet  unsettled  branches  of 
ledge. 

want  to  see  those  studies  cultivated  which,  in  their  known  tendencies 
^ults,  abridge  human  labor,  and  increase  and  multiply  the  comforts 
^nce  to  the  great  mass  of  mankind.'' 

ichard  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  writes  to  the  Secretary  of 
e  on  the  same  subject,  on  the  6th  of  November,  1838, 
proposes  a  plan  for  the  institution  not  greatly  dissimilar 
a  that  proposed  by  this  bill.     I  quote  this  short  passage  : 

^  onWenity  or  college  in  the  ordinary  sense,  or  any  institution  looking 
imary  education,  or  to  the  instruction  of  the  young  merely,  does  not 
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Btrike  roe  as  the  kind  of  institution  contemplated  by  Mr.  Smithion 'swill; 
declaring  it  in  language  simple  yet  of  the  widest  import,  to  be  *  for  the  in- 
crease and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,' and  making  theUDitsd 
States  the  trustee  of  its  intentions,  it  seems  to  follow  that  it  ought  to  ben 
comprehensive  as  possible  in  its  objects  and  means,  as  it  must  necessariljbe 
national  in  its  government." 

These  letters  are  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Adams 
to  this  House  in  1842.  The  passages  quoted  seem  to  me  to 
be  highly  judicious,  and  correctly  descriptive  of  the  true 
character  of  the  institution  required.  Ana  I  think,  sir,  the 
bill  under  consideration  conforms,  in  its  provisions,  to  the 
general  views  expressed  in  these  passages,  and  to  thoae 
which  I  entertain.  All  the  labors  of  the  mstitution  will  be 
directed  to  the  more  useful  sciences  and  arts,  and  its  advan- 
tages must  necessarily  be  eminently  practical  and  popular. 
These  are  the  great  leading  considerations,  which  BDOold 
commend  this  bill  to  the  favor  of  the  House,  and  of  the 
country. 

I  proceed  to  notice  more  particularly  the  general  charac- 
teristics of  the  plan.    I  pass  over  the  organization  of  the 
institution  as  a  corporation,  not  regarding  that  as  a  matter 
of  any  importance.    As  this  feature  is  opposed,  I  am  very 
willing  to  see  it  altered.    I  approve  the  elasticity  and  free- 
dom  of  action,  very  wisely  conferred  upon  an  institution, 
new  and  untried  in  its  application  to  tne  great  objects  in 
view.     Very  considerable  latitude  of  control,  as  to  the 
means  to  be  used,  is  given  to  the  board  of  managers,  «^^ 
the  ends  to  be  aimed  at  are  described  in  comprehenei'^ 
terms.    But  the  most  ample  guarantee  for  the  wise  9Xi^ 
faithful  use  of  this  discretionary  power  is  obtained  in  ^^^ 
fact,  that  the  board  will  consist  of  the  Vice-President  ^ 
the  United  States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Co^oth 
three  Senators,  three  members  of  the  House,  and  six  otb®^ 
to  be  chosen  by  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  ^^^ 
are  required  to  submit  to  Congress  annual  reports  of  ^"^^^ 
operations,  expenditures  and  condition  of  the  instituti^^ 
In  addition  to  all  this,  there  is  reserved  the  power  to  ffV^^ 
and  amend  the  charter,  as  the  results  of  experience  tt^y 
render  necessary  or  expedient.    All  these  provisions  s^^^ 
to  bo  wise,  and  make  it  almost  impossible  that  any  ab^^ 
or  misapplication  of  the  fund  can  ever  take  place.  ^ 

The  sixth  section  of  the  bill  provides  for  a  "  professaJ",^ 
agriculture,  horticulture,  and  rural  economy,**  giving  ^^^ 
power  to  employ  such  laborers  and  assistants  as  may  P? 
necessarv  "  to  cultivate  the  ground  and  maintain  a  boti»p^' 
cal  garden  '* — "  to  make  experiments  of  general  utUj^ 
throughout  the  United  States  " — "  to  determine  the  utili^ 
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«f  new  modes  and  instruments  of  culture,  and  to  dcter- 
tttioe  wbetUer  new  fruits,  plants,  and  vegetables  may  be 
Cultivated  to  advantage  in  the  United  States."  These  pro- 
vinoua  comprehend  all  which  relates  to  the  great  agiicul- 
tnral  interest.  Ko  one,  I  presume,  will  question  the  prob- 
able ueefulness  of  these  provisions  to  aid  and  benefit  by  tiir 
the  largest  number  of  our  citizens  who  employ  the  greatest 
tmoQDt  of  capital,  and  whose  productions  are  the  very  basis 
of  ow  prosperity,  wealth,  and  happiness.  I  regret,  sir,  that 
in  connection  with  this  arrangement  there  is  no  express 
provision  for  a  professor  of  chemistry ;  but  as  a  chemical 
Isboratory  is  provided  for,  and  as  the  professors  are  re- 

Si^red  to  be  of  the  most  useful  sciences  and  arts,  I  presume 
lis  professorship  would  be  considered  first  in  importance, 
Md  would  by  no  possibility  be  omitted. 

In  some  parts  of  the  country,  it  ia  not  unusual  to  hear 

cfijectioDs  against  the  application  of  science  to  agriculture. 

Imvb  heard  it  questioned  even  here,  whether  experiments 

""l  ioveetigations  conducted  in  Washington  city,  cau  be  of 

""yose  in  other  latitudes,  soils,  and  climates,  throughout 

'"'f  extended  country.     I  maintain,  sir,  that  science  in  agri- 

eolture  is  practicable,  and  that  its  cultivation  even  here,  at 

™*  aeat  of  government,  may  be  made  to  contribute  most 

"^Portant  benefits  to  all  parts  of  the  Union.     For  let  it  be 

^niembered,  science  is  but  the  classification  of  facts  ex- 

^**8ed  in  the  shape  of  general  rules  or  laws.     If  any  im- 

^*rtant  fact  be  omitted  in  the  process  of  induction,  the 

'^sult  will  be  erroneous,  and  calculated  to  mislead.     But 

**?tinued   experiment    and    investigation   will   eventually 

*^*^"lt  out  the   omitted   or  misplaced  fact,  and  gradually  a 

^^s   Bcience  will  grow  up,  rising  from  the  first  rude  at^ 

I*in^t8,  through  various  gradations  of  improvement,  up  to 

-^  highest  and  most  perfect  form.     Results  predicted  from 

^*"*\n  operations,  without  due  consideration   and  experi- 

'^ce   of  all  attending  facts  and  circumstances,  changes  of 

^*\  aDd  climate,  would  not  be  verified,  except  by  the  merest 

^ycident.     But  it  is  not  plain  that  the  experiments  here, 

"'seeminated  throughout  tne  country  by  appropriate  means, 

***d  illuminated  by  all  existing  knowledge  as  to  the  influ- 

^'Co  of  varied  circumstances,  will  be  seized  upon  by  the 

U^Uigent  and  sldllfol  agriculturist  in  all  quarters,  and  sub- 

pttftf  to  still  furUier  tests,  in  order  to  eliminate  the  ulti- 

>  truth — the  most  general  law — divested  of  all  extra- 

"^    B  ?    The  experiments  made  abroad  will  be  reflected 

AiQ  central  institution,  and  they  will  enable  it 

nolosioas,  whenever  these  may  have  proved 
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to  be  to  any  extent  erroneous.     K  this  professorship  should 
accomplish  nothing  more  than  to  point  out  the  mode    of 
investigation  to  be  adopted,  and  to  compare  the  results  xn 
different  quarters  and  give  information  of  them,  this  of  itsolf 
would  be  an  essential  service  to  agriculture. 

It  will  not  be  disputed,  however,  that  there  are  soxne 
things  in  agriculture  of  a  general  nature,  which  science  at 
any  place  can  determine  with  absolute  certainty.  CDne 
might  theorize  in  reference  to  processes  of  cultivation,  «nid 
the  results  would  be  very  generally  erroneous.  It  mights  be 
plausibly  argued,  that  to  disturb  and  break  the  roots  of  & 
stalk  of  corn  by  the  usual  mode  of  cultivation  must  inj  xire 
the  health  and  produce  of  the  plant.  But  experience  de- 
termines precisely  the  contrary ;  whether  it  be  that  new  ^fcnd 
more  numerous  small  roots  are  put  out,  penetrating  to  ev^^rj 
part  of  the  soil,  and  thereby  obtaining  abundant  nutrim^iit, 
or  whether  it  be  simply  that  the  oxygen  and  carbonic  sfc-oid 
gas  of  the  air  and  of  the  soil  are  rendered  more  acces8il>l^ 
to  the  roots  of  the  plant  by  the  loosened  texture  of  "fcl^^ 

ground.  Yet,  when  the  agricultural  chemist  ascertains  tla^t 
le  stalk,  leaf,  or  grain  oi  any  plant  contains  certain  a'tj'^ 
stances,  the  silicates,  phosphates,  or  carbonates,  and  tt^^^ 
these  are  indispensable  to  their  perfection,  he  is  enabled    '^ 

Eredicate  with  absolute  certainty  that  these  substances  m.  mx^^ 
e  in  the  soil,  or  that  the  plant  will  not  flourish.  This  i.  ^  ? 
species  of  information  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  5?^-^  i* 
cable  under  all  circumstances,  and  in  all  climates.     In      ^    \ 

[)erfect  form,  when  science  shall  have  expended  her  fruit :^*?i 
abor  upon  it,  it  will  enable  the  farmer  to  control  the  g^^o^^^^^^^^ 
of  his  crop,  and  give  it  any  desired  development,  iust  as 
now  controls  the  growth  of  his  domestic  animals,  raisi 
his  cattle  for  milk  or  for  beef,  and  his  sheep  for  wool  or 
mutton,  at  his  pleasure. 

I  would  say,  sir,  in  reference  to  this,  what  I  have  said 
another  branch  of  science,  and,  indeed,  what  may  be  sa: 
of  all  knowledge  that  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  gr 
results  to  which  they  will  lead.     I  have  unbounded  faith  L 
the  resources  of  science  in  all  her  departments ;  and  I  loo" 
forward  with  the  expectation  of  discoveries  and  improv 
ments  far  more  important  and  wonderful  than  anythin 
which  has  yet  been  accomplished.     The  magnetic  telegrap 
is  a  marvel ;  but  it  does  not  mark  the  extreme  boundary  (f 
human  ingenuity. 

Another  leading  and  important  feature  in  this  bill  is,  tha^ 
it  proposes  "a  professor  of  common  school  instructioiB' 
witn  other  professors,  chiefly  of  the  more  useful  science 
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tod  arts,"  and  that  it  contemplates  the  education  of  young 
persons  as  teachers  of  common  schools.    It  looks  to  the 
Vacation  of  the  people — to  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
Vnowledge  among  the  great  mass.     Of  course  this  aid  to 
the  cause  of  popular  education  can  only  be  of  the  most 
^neral  kind.    TSo  direct  application  of  the  means  of  the 
institution  to  that  purpose  could  be  expected.    But  while 
tlu8  provision  is  one  of  high  generality,  it  is,  nevertheless, 
one  also  of  controlling  efficiency,  calculated  to  be  highly 
beneficial  in  its  directory  influence.    If  a  number  of  the 
best  teachers,  imbued  with  all  the  useful  science  of  the  age, 
and  thorouffhly  qualified  for  imparting  knowledge  to  the 
young  mind,  by  the  most  improved  modes,  can  be  sent 
abroad  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  doubtless  a  great  point 
will  have  been  gained.    "No  business  is  so  imperfectly  un- 
derstood, and  so  badly  conducted,  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union  as  that  of  teaching.     An  institution  which  will  have 
the  efiect  of  improving  and  elevating  the  standard  of  in- 
struction generally,  will  be  a  great  national  blessing. 

I>oe8  any  one  doubt  that  the  scheme  proposed  in  this  bill 

^^^  be  made  to  produce  that  result  ?    Even  though  teachers 

'^^y  not  be  generally  furnished  for  all  sections,  an  immense 

^Vantage  will  be  obtained  by  the  diffusion  of  correct  infor- 

JJ^tion,  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  organizing  schools,  and 

*^^  best  plans  for  instruction.     The  most  important  kinds 

^\  knowledge  are  too  frequently  altogether  neglected  in  our 

pHtnary   schools.     Let  the  members  of  this  House  look 

^ck  to  their  school-boy  days,  and  compare  the  instruction 

tbey  received,  with  that  which  is  now  dispensed  in  the  best 

P^ulic  schools.     We  were  fortunate,  sir,  very  fortunate,  if 

^^  'Were  taught  anything  more  than  words;    if  physical 

^lence  constituted  any  part  of  our  early  instruction ;  if  our 

attention  was  directed  for  a  moment  to  the  thiugs  around 

^j  among  which,  and  with  which,  we  were  bound  to  accom- 

puah  our  destiny.     Important  changes  have   now  taken 

^^fcce.    And  not  amon^  the  least  important  is  that  of  teach- 

2^.  the  outlines  of  physical  science  at  the  very  earliest 

'       -to  make  the  child  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 

•ton .thousand  natural  objects  around  him — to  give  him 

^  of  the  structure  of  the  globe  he  inhabits,  and  of 

I  of  which  this  planet  is  a  part.     This  is  knowl- 

Kthe  child  can  comprehend,  and  which  the  man 

%\[  to  use  with  advantage.     It  is  properly  the 

^  to  be  imparted,  lying  obviously  at  the  very 

ill  ffood  education. 

^as  oeen  accomplished  of  late  in  this  respect 
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may  be  inferred  from  the  following  passage*  which  I  read 
from  the  last  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Poblic  School 
Society  of  New  York  : 


"  A  circular,  sent  to  the  teachers  of  the  puhlic  schools  ahoat  three 
since,  resulted,  hefore  they  closed,  in  not  less  than  ten  thousand  elementary 
cahinets  of  geology  for  nearly  the  same  numher  of  fiBtmilies,  coUectea, 
labeled,  and  assorted  by  the  pupils ;  securing,  in  very  many  instancea.  a 
hearty  interest,  and  essential  aid  from  their  parents  and  other  frienoi. 
Public  school  No.  16,  collected,  prepared,  labeled,  and  distributed  not  leaa 
than  four  hundred  such  cabinets  in  one  day,"  &c. 

These  are  interesting  fiicts.  They  show  that  the  scienoe 
of  education  is  advancing  with  the  geberal  march  of  im- 
provement ;  and  they  render  no  longer  doubtful  the  propri- 
ety and  importance  of  devoting  a  portion  of  the  means  of 
this  national  institution,  to  assist  in  carrying  forward,  evea 
more  rapidly,  this  great  movement  of  the  age. 

The  bill  provides  for  the  "  preparation  of  sets  of  illustra- 
tions, specimens,  apparatus,  and  school  books  suited  for 
primary  schools/'  I  consider  these  provisions  of  the  highest 
importance.  !Noxt  to  the  furnishing  of  proper  teachers,  is 
the  necessity  for  proper  instruments  of  education.  Indeed, 
I  do  not  know  but  this  should  be  placed  foremost  in  impor- 
tance ;  for,  with  the  best  illustrations,  apparatus,  and  books, 
the  teacher  could  scarcely  fail  to  perform  his  part  with  the 
greatest  advantage  and  the  best  success.  The  propriety  of 
having  ^'  professors  of  the  most  useful  sciences  and  arts  " 
connected  with  the  "  normal  branch "  of  this  institation^ 
is  too  obvious  to  require  a  single  remark. 

The  bill  does  not  propose  (for  indeed  the  propositioim. 
would  be  absurd)  to  give  to  such  school  books  as  may  b9 
prepared,  any  authority,  other  than  that  which  the  charao— ' 
ter  of  the  institution,  and  their  own  intrinsic  worth,  would^ 
impress  upon  them.    But  it  is  very  certain,  that  able 
experienced  men,  directing  their  minds  particularly  to  that^^ 
object,  would  be  preparea  to  give  to  the  world  something^ 
fer  better  than  we  now  possess — something  in  the  way  o;     ^ 
elementary  books,  which  would  essentially  contribute  to  the^ 
uniformity  and  efficiency  of  general  education.    I  think  il^- 
will  be  acknowledged,  by  aU  who  know  anything  of  the^ 
subject,  that  such  books  for  primary  schools  are  at  this  mo-^ 
ment  a  ^reat  desideratum.    1  know  of  no  means  by  which^ 
greater  benefit  could  be  conferred  upon  the  people  at  lai^, 
than  by  the  judicious  preparation  and  cheap  supply  of  sudL 
books.     They  would  be  equivalent  to  a  great  plan  of  edu— 
cation,  emanating  from  the  highest  and  best  authority^ 
causing  the  light  of  all  modem  science  and  modem  im-^ 
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provement  to  coDverge  into  every  coantry  school  house  in 
the  laod. 

There  are  other  features  in  this  biil,  Mr.  Chairman,  upon 
which  it  would  be  interesting  to  comment,  if  the  hour  allot- 
ted by  tho  roles  of  the  House  would  permit.  The  lectures 
by  able  men  of  science,  the  cheap  ami  useful  publications, 
and  the  investigations  which  the  managers  have  power  to 
^rect,  may  be  made,  by  judicious  direction,  to  contribute 
to  the  moat  useful  and  important  ends.  But  these  things 
will  suggest  themselves  to  the  mind  of  every  intelligent 
man. 

I  approve  heartily  the  provision  which  forbids  the  estab- 
lishment of  any  school  of  law,  or  medicine,  or  divinity,  or 
any  professorship  of  ancient  languages.  The  scope  of  my 
remarks  throughout  haa  been  in  accordance  with  this  view, 
and,  I  hope,  will  fully  justify  the  position.  Tho  number  of 
persons  who  could  be  educated  by  all  the  funds  of  this  in- 
stitution must,  of  necessity,  be  very  limited ;  and  unless 
they  be  instructed  with  a  \\ew  to  communicate  the  light 
and  diffuse  the  knowledge  received,  the  benefits  of  the 
establishment  would  not  be  general. 

The  annual  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the 
gradual  formation  ot  a  library,  might  have  been  limited  to 
a  smaller  amount,  with  a  better  result.  But  the  managers 
will  doubtless  act  with  wisdom  and  discretion. 

By  proper  management,  thia  institution  may  doubtless  be 
mai^  the  instrument  of  immense  good  to  the  whole  coun- 
try. To  the  Government  it  will  be  of  no  slight  advantage. 
It  will  be  a  great  institution.  It  may  attain  a  character  as 
high  as  that  of  the  French  Academy  ;  and  its  authority  will 
then  be  decisive  in  reference  to  numerous  questions  of  a 
scientific  nature,  continually  presented  to  the  committees  of 
Congress  and  ihe  departments  of  Government,  for  deter- 
mination and  consequent  action.  Such  an  institution  is 
ffreatly  needed  in  the  Federal  city.  It  is  fortunate,  not  less 
njr  the  public  service  than  for  the  advantage  of  the  individ- 
aal  citizen,  that  the  opportunity  is  uow  aflorded  to  accom- 
plish so  important  an  object.  I  cannot  doubt  that  the 
opportunity  will  be  seized  with  alacrity,  and  improved  with 
eomcthing  of  that  spirit  of  liberality  and  intelligence  which 
X  think  is  embodied  in  tho  bill  now  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  Sawyer  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
"  six,"  in  the  first  section,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
•'  five." 

There  was  a  motion  pending  to  strike  out  tho  whole  bill, 
and  therefore  this  motion  to  amend  was  in  order. 
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The  ninth  section  wa-s  not  under  consideration,  but  when 
it  should  be,  he  would  move  to  amend  it  in  the  fourth  line, 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  therein,"  the  following  pro- 
viso: 

**  Provided^  That  such  students  shaU  he  selected  from  the  different  States 
and  Territories  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion in  Congress.  *' 

He  thought  five  per  cent,  as  high  a  rate  of  interest  as 
was  proper.  He  was  not  willing  that  his  constituents 
should  be  saddled  with  so  high  a  rate  of  interest  as  six  per 
cent.,  for  the  people  must  pay  it  out  of  their  pockets.  For 
a  permanent  loan,  five  per  cent,  was  high  enough. 

The  other  amendment  which  he  would  propose  related  to 
the   regulations  for  the  admission   of   students   into   the 
various  departments  of  the  institution.     He  proposed  to 
take  the  students  from  the  difterent  States  and  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  their  representation  in 
Congress,  so  that  they  shall  not  all  be  taken  from  Virginia, 
Maryland,  and  this  District,  as  had  been  the  case  in  regani 
to  all  other  appointments.     Heretofore,  nine-tenths  of  aV**** 
appointments  had  been  made  from  this  District  and  t\ 
neighboring  States.     Other  States  had  been  blotted  a 
from  the  vocabulary  of  appointments.     There  was  a 
before  the  House  to  do  this,  but  it  was  impossible  to  ret 
it,  obstacles   being  thrown  in   the  way  whenever  it 
attempted.     While  we  were  passing  laws  for  creating 
public  institutions,  it  was  proper  to  make  a  proviso  tha^^T^^i 
persons  benefited  by  it  should  be  taken  from  every  po^^*  ^b 
of  the  Union,  instead  of  one  locality.     With  proper  ^-^^^'^5 
fications,  he  was  disposed  to  vote  for  this  bill.  ^"^odi- 

Mr.  D.  P.  King  had  some  amendments^  he  said,  \^ 
pose  to  the  bill,  at  a  proper  time.  In  establishing  £^w^.P^ 
tution  like  this,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  kaf^>^^  inBii- 
among  men,  there  ought  undoubtedl}^  to  be  some  ^^^^l^^g® 
ment  for  the  education  of  teachers.  He  woul^  ^Arrange- 
that  lands  and  buildings  be  provided  for  youtx^^^  propose 
enable  them  to  prepare  for  such  an  education  as  >^^^  ^^^rft 
them  for  usefulness  and  to  teach  others.  He  pt*^^  ^U  q^*'-^*2 
persons  should  be  received  who,  by  their  labor^  ^^i^"\)09^^  . 
tain  themselves.  He  was  desirous  of  proTao\\^^  x)ul^  ^^^^ 
ests  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country— o£  ^w^\,ff^1^®^^ 
hand  as  well  as  the  head  an*^  ^«**^  *  \    ^V^vi^8  ™ 

sions  for  these  o^^  X.Anr^  •'^ 

should  mo'*'  * 
"  profi* 

pn 
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i^^oat  useful  and  intereatiag  object  of  purauit.  He  wished 
^'^  provide  for  the  use  of  those  who  became  Btudenta  laads 
^ml  building,  with  u  view  to  enable  them  to  engage  in 
l^ractical  agriculture. 

He  was  not  disposed,  at  this  time,  to  go  into  the  subject 
fVilly,  but  he  Bubmitted  that  the  best  mode  of  carrying  out 
^iif!  objects  of  the  donor,  was,  to  promote  agricultural  knowl- 

Mr.  Owes  bad  a  few  words  to  say  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
Vnan  from  Obio.rMr.  Sawyer,]  who  had  urged  that  the  rate 
^jf  interest  should  be  five  instead  of  six  per  cent.  He  would 
■^iflk  the  committee  generally,  whether,  in  regard  to  a  per- 
fect gratuity — a  fund  for  public  objects  to  which  this  Gov- 
■^rument  had  not  contributed  one  cent — we  ought  not  to  be 
"^viHing  to  pay  as  large  an  interest  as  we  were  ordinarily 
-obliged  to  pay  on  loans  ?  Ought  we  not  to  yield  something 
^o  the  object  of  the  bequest  ? 

It  must  also  be  considered  that,  by  this  bill ,  much  expense 
"was  saved  to  the  Government.  Should  this  plan  he  carried 
-out,  it  would  save  all  the  expenses  attending  the  preserva- 
"tion  of  the  collections  of  the  Exploring  Expedition.  These 
-<,-ould  not  be  taken  care  of  without  considerable  expense. 
Jt  would  also  be  recollected,  that  it  was  a  part  of  General 
Waahinglon's  plan  in  laying  out  this  city,  to  extend  the 
j|mblic  grounds  from  the  Capitol  to  the  President's  House. 
"These  grounds  embraced  more  than  one  hundred  acres,  and 
«hould  they  be  embellished  and  improved,  according  to  the 
,  original  design,  the  expense  would  be  very  great.  All 
"these  expenses  were  to  bo  defrayed  by  the  Smithsonian 
tDStitution.  All  that  was  asked  was  the  ordinary  interest 
of  six  per  cent,,  which  the  Government  had  recently  been 
obliged  to  pay. 

In  regard  to  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill,  he  would  be 
glad  if  the  objections  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  should 
prove  to  be  good,  and  that  there  should  be  such  an  overflow 
of  upplications  for  admission  into  the  iustitution  as  to  ren- 
der any  restrictions  necessary.  He  apprehended  that  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  such  restrictions,  for  wo  did  not 
propose,  as  at  iJie  West  Point  Academy,  to  paj'  any  ex- 
penses of  the  students.  In  case  of  such  a  rush  for  admis- 
sion as  the  gentleman  anticipated,  he  would  admit  that  the 
students  oogbt  to  be  divided  among  all  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories. He  would  ao;ree  to  vote  for  the  amendment,  but 
he  apprehended  that  the  chief  difficulty  would  bo  in  getting 
a  sutncient  number  of  persons  to  come. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Kino  said  he  had  proposed  such  a  modification 
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of  the  plan  as  would  enable  stadents  to  pay  their  board  hj 
laboring  on  the  farm  of  the  inatitution. 

Mr.  Owen  eaid  that  this  point  was  before  the  committee, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  young  men  might  be  employed  as 
managers  and  laborers,  if  they  were  willing,  while  tbey 
were  pursuing  their  studies. 

Mr.  Sawyer  remarked  that  it  had  been  snggested  that 
the  9th  BGction  already  provided  for  this  object.  But  he 
must  insist  upon  it  that  it  did  not ;  and  to  prove  it  be  woold 
read  the  Bection,  as  follows  : 

"  That  tho  said  board  of  managcrg  ehall  aleo  mftke  rulea  and  regulationi 
for  the  admiBsion  of  studenU  into  the  varioua  departments  of  the  inHtito- 
tion,  and  tbeir  conduct  and  doportment  while  they  remained  therein." 

The  same  provision  applied  to  officers  of  the  iostitntioii, 
but  the  managers  were  not  instructed  to  distribute  among-^^^,^^ 
the  several  States  and  Territories  all  the  studenta  applyin^^^ 
for  admission.  ^*^ 

Mr.  Jeffeeson  Davis  said  that  so  far  as  the  Glovemmei^j-^j 
was  concerned,  the  bill  conferred  no  powers  on  it.  -f^ji 
objections  on  that  score  were  unfounded.  He  was  afraid  t\^gt 
the  benches  of  the  institution  would  not  be  filled  to  overft.^;^ 
ing,  and  that  no  restriction  would  be  necessary  on  "^i^Vat 
score.  The  9tb  section  might  stand  as  it  was  for  ^ 
present,  and  when  necessary  Congress  could  amend  th^^  ^ 
m  order  to  meet  any  circumstances  that  might  arise.  t^ 

the  mean  time  he  would  throw  open  the  door  to  all,  ^ti^itjjer 
for  a  single  lecture  or  for  a  whole  course ;  and  he  reg^.^^gj 
lectures  as  the  greatest  means  of  extending  knowledge  ^?vl],"ci 
had  been  adopted  in  modern  times.  It  was  second  ovilv(o 
theinvention  of  the  art  of  printing. 

Everything  in  the  hill  tended  to  the  increase  and  di-Q\]8JQ„ 
of  knowledge  among  men. 

Some  had  urged  tiiat  the  trust  ought  not  to  ha'Vebeen 
aecept«d.  It  was  too  late  to  make  that  objection.  'J^e  held 
that  we  were  now  obliged  to  carry  it  into  executi.^:^^  ■  and 
as  to  the  funds  themselves,  they  ought  to  be  conax^eredas 
money  still  iu  tbo  Treasury,  uneoniiecled  witb  aw-^  gtocta. 
He  regretted  that  any  one  ha!d  proposed  to  return  -tbestooVB 
to  the  hoira  or  kin  of  the  original  owner. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones  said  he  did  not  profess  to    -vx^^^eTBtft' 
the  whole  doctrine  of  trusts,  but  if  trust  funi^  -\^-         -'-' 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  waa  •"  '      ^ 
bound  to  keep  the  money,  inete 
the  Government  bound  to  p      '"' 
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^>f  the  fund-     The  fund  was  givea  in  trust  for  u  specific 
«>T)ject. 

Mr,  G.  W.  Jones.  Sappose  the  fund  had  been  left  to  the 

,^«Qtleniau  &om  Mississippi;  was  he  bound  to  keep  it  and 

3ay  six  per  cent,  interest  upon  it  ?     Or,  if  he  invested  it  in 

Silississippi  or  other  State  etocka,  in  good  faith,  would  be  bo 

t»ound  as  trustee  to  make  good  the  principal  and  intorost  of 

tlie  fund  1 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis  could,  be  said,  answer  that  case  in 
perfect  conformity  with  hia  own  views  and  feelings  on  the 
0tibject.  He  would  reject  the  trust  unless  he  was  willing  to 
execute  it ;  and  if  he  misapplied  the  money  and  delayed  to 
exeente  the  trust  for  eight  years,  ho  would  consider  himself 
"bound  in  honor  to  make  good  the  whole  fund. 

Mr.  D.  continued,  lie  would  admit  that  the  Government 
liiid  no  authority  to  take  charge  of  tbe  subject  of  education, 
and  he  did  not  coasidcr  this  bill  as  liable  to  that  objection. 
Tho  Normal  school  system  he  considered  as  highly  benefi- 
cial, serving  to  produce  uniformity  in  the  language,  and  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  all  sciences.  Tbe  spelling  book  of 
2*oab  Webster,  which  had  been  used  extensively  in  our 
primary  schoola,  had  done  more  to  produce  uniformity  in 
oor  language  in  this  country  than  anything  elae.  If  we 
BBnt  out  good  Bchool  books  from  this  institution,  it  would 
b«  of  vast  service  to  the  country. 

^Mr.  D.  enlarged  upon  the  benefits  which  would  result  to 
"^ence  and  tbe  difi'usion  of  every  kind  of  useful  kuowl- 
jdg'e,  from  an  institution  which  would  gather  young  men 
^^otxi  tbe  remotest  parts  of  the  country,  at  the  common 
f>i  r»t  where  every  facility  for  practical  instruction  would  be 
t>X"ded.  The  taste  of  the  country  would  be  refined,  and 
c3id  not  consider  this  as  anti-democratic.  Knowledge 
«  the  common  cement  that  was  to  unite  all  the  heteroge- 
^_^  ^vi8  materials  of  this  Union  into  one  mass,  like  the  very 
**H^r8  before  us.  If  there  waa  any  constitutional  objection 
^^^  _the  eatablishraent  of  a  corporation,  he  was  willing  to 
^l<e  out  that  feature  in  tbe  bill,  and  preserve  the  remain- 
**~-  But  let  us  do  something  to  carry  out  the  objects  of 
^  testator,  or  let  ua  throw  back  tbe  fund  upon  the  chan- 
X^  court  of  England. 
Rv.^^'""  '^^^■^  desired,  he  said,  to  add  a  few  words  on  this 
^''^^ject,  but  was  unable  to  proceed  at  present,  in  eonse- 
^l^'^ftce  of  indispoaition.     He  therefore  moved  that  the  eom- 

*■*  tee  rise. 
J  ^ome  conversation  ensued,  upon  which  Mr.  Marsh  with- 
^*"^v  the  motion. 
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Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  expressed  a  wish  that  some  progress  be 
made  in  the  bill,  by  taking  a  vote  on  some  of  the  amend- 
ments. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Sawyer,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marsh,  the  committee  then  rose  and 
reported  progress. 

House  op  Representatives,  April  23, 1846. 

Mr.  Boyd  offered  a  resolution  providing  that  all  debate 
on  this  bill  should  cease  in  one  hour  and  a  half  after  it 
should  again  be  taken  up  in  committee,  unless  sooner  dis- 
posed of,  and  that  the  committee  should  then  proceed  to 
vote  on  amendments  pending,  or  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Inqersoll  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  ''  one  hour  and  a  half  after  it  shall  have  been 
taken  up  in  committee,"  and  inserting  "  two  o'clock." 

Mr.  Graham  moved  that  the  resolution  and  amendment 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

And  the  question  having  been  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  the  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  announced  the  unfinished  business  to  be 
the  special  order  of  yesterday,  the  bill  to  establish  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  amonff  men. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  House  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Burt,  of  South  Carolina,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Marsh,  of  Vermont,  after  some  preliminary  observa- 
tions, said :  I  agree,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  those  who  doubt 
whether  it  was  entirely  wise  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  munificent  bequest  of  Mr.  Smithson. 
Were  the  question  now  first  presented,  I  should  hesitate. 
Not  that  I  deny  or  even  doubt  the  power  of  Congress  to 
administer  this  charity,  but  I  should  question  the  propriety 
of  assuming  a  trust,  which  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear 
we  shall  not  discharge  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  the  fullest 
eftect  to  the  purposes  of  the  enlightened  donor.  The  his- 
tory of  this  bequest  confirms  these  scruples.  It  is  now 
nearly  ten  years  since  Congress,  by  a  solemn  act,  assumed 
the  trust,  and  pledged  "the  faith  of  the  United  States"  to 
its  faithful  execution.  The  money  was  soon  after  received, 
and  immediately  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, not  irrevocably,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  but  it  is,  at  all 
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events,  now  beyond  our  control,  and  no  portion  of  it  has 
been  yet  applied  to  the  noble  ends  of  the  bequest.     The 
difficulties  which  have  thus  far  prevented  the  application  of 
the  fund  to  its  proper  uses  still  exist,  and  are  oi  a  character 
not  likely  to  be  removed.     Our  Government  has  no  depart- 
ment which  can  be  conveniently  charged  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  charity,  and  must,  therefore,  begin  with  the 
organization  of  one  for  that  special  purpose.     In  this  incip- 
ient step,  we  meet  with  obstacles  at  every  corner.     Questions 
are  at  once  raised  that  are  not  yet  solved,  and  are  certainly 
in  themselves  of  no  easy  solution.     How  far  can,  how  far 
oughtj  Congress  to  act  in  the  direct  control  of  the  charity — 
how  far  should  it  make  specific  what  the  will  of  the  testator 
has  left  general  ?    If  Congress  shall  direct  the  particular 
uses  to  which  the  fund  shall  be  applied,  what  shall  those 
uses  be  ?     Or  shall  we,  on  the  other  hand,  delegate  the 
trust ;  and,  if  so,  shall  we  impose  its  duties  on  departments 
already  too  heavily  burdened  with  official  responsibilities, 
or  shall  we  create  a  corporation  or  other  special  agency  for 
the  purpose  ?    Is  there  not  danger  that  the  institution  will 
be  abused  for  party  ends,  and  merely  serve  to  swell  the 
already  overgrown  patronage  of  the  Executive  ?     A  previ- 
ous suggestion  of  these  difficulties  might  well  have  led  us 
to  hesitate,  before  we  contracted  obligations  of  so  delicate 
^  character,  and  I  fear  they  are  yet  destined  for  some  time 
longer  to  impede  the  satisfactory  action  of  Congress. 

^ut  it  is  now  quite  time  that  we  apply  ourselves  in  earn- 
est to  the  work  of  redeeming  our  country  from  the  reproach 
of  infidelity  in  the  discharge  of  so  high  and  solemn  a  trust, 
and  that  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  and  before  the 
subject  shall  become  an  element  in  our  party  dissensions, 
we  strive  to  make  available  to  our  fellow-citizens,  and  to  all 
men,  a  gift  as  splendid  as  its  purposes  are  noble. 

The  delay,  long  and  unwarrantable  as  it  is,  has  not  been 
without  its  issues.  It  has  afforded  abundant  time  for  the 
collection,  comparison,  and  concentration  of  opinion ;  able 
men  in  every  walk  of  scholastic  and  professional  life  have 
been  consulted ;  many  of  the  wisest  American  statesmen 
have  brought  the  energies  of  their  intellects  to  the  exami- 
nation of  the  subject ;  it  has  been  largely  discussed  in  both 
branches  of  the  National  Legislature ;  numerous  studiously 
considered  plans  have  been  suggested,  providing  in  different 
ways  for  every  interest  which  can  be  supposed  to  be  em- 
braced within  the  views  of  the  testator,  and  the  bill  now 
before  us  is  a  compilation,  an  anthology,  so  to  speak,  from 
all    these,   though  possessing  original    features — valuable 
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features — ^the  credit  of  which  belonffs  to  the  chairman  of 
the  special  committee,  (Mr.  Owen,)  by  whom  the  bill  was 
reported. 

In  a  case  where  there  is  room  for  so  great  diversity  of 
opinion  as  in  this,  there  can  be  no  hope  of  the  adoption  of 
any  plan  not  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  compromise  ;  and  on 
this,  as  on  another  larger  question,  however  widely  apart 
we  may  be  at  first,  we  shall  probably  find  ourselves  in  the 
end  obliged  to  settle  down  upon  the  parallel  of  49°.  The 
bill  is  reported  by  the  special  committee  as  a  compromise, 
and  probably  no  one  of  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  its 
preparation  is  quite  satisfied  with  its  provisions ;  no  one 
oelieves  it  to  be  the  best  plan  that  could  be  devised ;  but 
they  felt  the  necessity  of  deferring  to  each  other,  as  well  as 
to  the  probable  opinion  of  Congress,  and  were  nearly  unan- 
imous in  thinking  it  more  likely  to  harmonize  discordant 
views  than  any  other  plan  suggested.  It  was  in  this  belief, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  importance  and  the  duty  of 
early  action,  that  I,  as  a  member  of  that  committee,  assented 
to  the  report,  regarding  the  scheme,  however,  not  merely 
as  a  necessary  compromise,  but  as  rather  an  experiment, 
which  admitted,  and  which  I  trusted  would  hereafter  re- 
ceive, great  changes  in  its  conditions,  than  as  a  complete 
working  model. 

It  has  all  along  been  assumed  as  a  cardinal  principle,  that 
we  ought  to  follow  implicitly  the  will  of  the  liberal  donor, 
and  it  nas  been  thought  unfortunate  that  he  was  not  more 
specific  in  the  appropriation  of  his  bounty.  But  he  has 
given  a  proof  of  a  generous  and  enlightened  spirit,  and  at 
the  same  time  has  paid  this  nation  the  highest  possible  com- 
pliment, by  using  the  largest  and  most  comprehensive  lan- 
guage in  his  bequest ;  thus  in  effect  saying,  that  he  preferred 
rather  to  entrust  the  disposal  of  this  great  fund  to  the 
wisdom  and  intelligence  of  a  free  and  enlightened  people, 
than  to  limit  its  use  to  purposes  accordant  with  his  own  pe- 
culiar tastes.  Some  gentlemen  have  thought,  that  inasmuch 
as  the  testator  has  not  specified  the  particular  mode  by 
which  he  would  have  the  great  ends  of  his  charity  accom- 
plished, we  are  bound  to  infer  his  wishes  from  the  character 
of  his  favorite  pursuits,  and  to  conform  to  his  supposed 
views,  by  confining  the  fund  to  the  promotion  of  objects,  to 
the  cultivation  of  which  his  own  time  and  researches  were 
devoted.  But  this  would  be  no  true  conformity  to  the  en- 
lightened liberality  which  prompted  so  munificent  a  gift. 
It  would  be  a  disparas^ement  to  so  generous  a  spirit  to 
imagine,  that  while  saying  so  much,  he  meant  so  little.      It 
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''v^ould  be  80  wide  a  departure  from  his  large  and  wise  pur- 
poses, as  fairly  to  defeat  his  noble  aims.     Had  he  been  in 
*^t  a  person  of  so  narrow  views  as  this  argument  supposes, 
lie  would  have  guarded  against  the  possible  misapplication 
^f  his  charity,  by  express  words  of  direction  or  restriction ; 
^iid  it  is  a  proof  of  rare  generosity  in  an  enthusiastic  lover 
^f  an  engrossing  pursuit,  that  in  a  bequest  appropriating 
^  whole  estate  to  the  high  purpose  of  increasing  and  diffu- 
sing knowledge  among  men,  he  made  no  special  provision 
for  the  promotion  of  those  sciences  which  were  to  him  the 
^ost  attractive  of  studies. 

^fter  all,  however,  he  was  not  a  student  of  so  limited  a 

''^nge  of  inquiry  as  has  been  sometimes  assumed.    He  was 

^  oian  of  studious  and  scholastic  habits,  and  of  lar^e  and 

^^^eral  research,  specially  devoted,  indeed,  to  the  cultivation 

^^  certain  branches  of  natural  knowledge,  but  excluding  no 

^cieixce,  no  philosojihy,  from  his  sympathies.     Too  enlight- 

?^^<i  to  be  ignorant  of  the  commune  vincvlumy  the  common 

^^^<i  of  mutual  relation,  which  makes  all  knowledges  recip- 

r^^^^^lly  communicative  and  receptive — each  borrowmg  light 

^'^'Xx  all,  and  each  in  turn  reflecting  light  upon  all — he  was 

!?^^   generous  to  confine  his  bounty  to  the  gratification  of 

^^^t.^  entirely  similar  to  his  own.     jSTone  of  the  objects  em- 

r^^'^^^ed  in   this    bill   are   alien   from  his  probable  views. 

y^^^^ks,  indeed,  he  did  not  collect,  as  we  propose  to  do, 

P^^^^use  to  one  who  had  no  fixed  habitation  a  librarv  would 

^^"^^  been  but  an  incumbrance ;  and  he  lived  in  the  great 

^t\es  of  Europe,  where  public  and  private  munificence  has 

^^^Uected  and  devoted  to  general  use  such  ample  repositories 

the  records  of  knowledge,  that  individual  accumulation 

such  stores  is  almost  superfluous.     But,  though  he  gath- 

^^^ed  no  library,  his  writings  show  him  to  have  been  a  man 

^^f  somewhat  multifarious  reading ;  and  it  is  quite  a  eratui- 

^^us  assumption  to  suppose  him  to  have  been  one 'of  those 

Xiarrow  minds,  who  think  no  path  worth  traveling  but  that 

>rhich  they  have  trodden,  no  field  worth  cultivating  whose 

Jruits  they  have  never  plucked.      Apart,  then,  from  the 

liberty  which  the  broad  words  of  the  will  give  us,  we  are 

entitled  to  believe  that  the  purposes  of  the  testator  were  as 

comprehensive  as  the  language  he  has  used — that  he  aimed 

at  promoting  all  knowledge  for  the  common  benefit  of  all 

men — and  to  appropriate  to  the  American  people,  in  a  spirit 

worthy  of  the  object  and  of  ourselves,  the  compliment  he 

has  paid  us,  by  selecting  us  as  the  dispensers  of  a  charity 

which  knows  no  limits  but  the  utmost  bounds  of  human 
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knowledge,  and  claims  as  its  recipients  the  men  of  this  and 
of  all  coming  ages. 

The  limitation  of  the  bequest,  then,  is  to  the  "  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  Here  two  objects 
are  aimed  at.  Increase,  enlargement,  extension,  progress ; 
and  diffusion,  spread,  communication,  dissemination.  These 
the  bill  seeks  to  accomplish  by  various  means.  It  proposes 
to  increase  knowledge  by  collecting  specimens  of  the  works 
of  nature,  from  every  clime,  and  in  each  of  her  kingdoms ; 
by  gathering  objects  in  every  branch  of  industrial,  decora- 
tive, representative,  and  imaginative  art ;  by  accumulating 
the  records  of  human  action,  and  thought,  and  imagination, 
in  every  form  of  literature ;  by  instituting  experimental  re- 
searches in  agriculture,  in  horticulture,  in  chemistry,  and 
in  other  studies  founded  upon  observation.  It  proposes  to 
diffuse  the  knowledge  thus  accumulated,  acquired,  and  ex- 
tended, by  throwing  open  to  public  use  the  diversified  col- 
lections of  the  institution  in  every  branch  of  human  inquiry ; 
by  lectures  upon  every  subject  oi  liberal  interest ;  by  a  nor- 
mal school,  where  teachers  shall  become  pupils,  and  the 
best  modes  that  experience  has  devised  for  imparting  the 
rudiments  of  knowledge  shall  be  communicated ;  by  pre- 
paring and  distributing  models  of  scientific  apparatus,  and 
by  the  publication  of  lectures,  essays,  manuals,  and  treatises. 

Of  the  various  instrumentalities  recommended  by  this 
noble  and  imposing  scheme,  the  simplest  and  most  efficient, 
both  as  it  respects  the  increase  and  the  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge, is,  in  my  judgment,  the  provision  for  collecting  for 
public  use  a  library,  a  museum,  and  a  gallery  of  art ;  and  I 
should  personally  much  prefer,  that  for  a  reasonable  period 
the  entire  income  of  the  fund  should  be  expended  in  carry- 
ing out  this  branch  of  the  plan. 

But  in  expressing  my  preference  for  such  a  present  appli- 
cation of  the  moneys  of  the  fund,  and  my  belief  that  we 
should  thus  best  accomplish  the  purposes  of  the  donor,  I 
desire  not  to  be  understood  as  speaking  contemptuously  of 
research  and  experiment  in  natural  knowledge  and  the 
economic  arts.  I  have  too  much  both  of  interest  and  of 
feeling  staked  upon  the  prosperity  of  these  arts,  and  they 
are  to  me  subjects  too  intrinsically  attractive,  to  allow  me  to 
be  indifferent  to  any  measure  which  promises  to  promote 
their  advancement.  I  am  even  convinced,  that  their  earnest 
cultivation  and  extension  are  absolutely  indispensable  to  our 
national  prosperity,  our  true  independence,  and  almost  our 
political  existence ;  and  I  am  at  all  times  ready  to  maintain 
their  claim  to  all  the  legislative  favor  which  it  ia  within  the 
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power  of  the  general  Governmout  to  beatow.     I  would  not, 

therefore,  exclude  them  from  the  plan  of  a  great  national 

institution  for  the  promotion  of  all  good  learning;  but  I 

desire  to  assign  them  their  true  place  m  the  scale  of  human 

knowledge,  and  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  my  dissent 

from  the  doctrine  implied  by  the  bill,  as  originally  framed 

I  and  referred  to  the  special  committee,  which  confines  all 

i         knowledge,  all  ecicnce,  to  the  numerical  and  quantitative 

^L      Talues  of  material  things.     Researdies  in  such  branches  as 

^M      were  the  favored  objects  of  that  bill,  have  in  general  little 

^M      of  a  really  scientific  character.     Geology,  mineralogy,  even 

^m      chemistry,  arc  but  assemblages  of  apparent  facts,  ompiri- 

^1       cally  established  ;  and  this  must  always  bo  true,  to  a  great 

^M       extent,  of  every  study  which  rests  upon   observation  and 

V       experiment  alone.     True  science  is  the  classification  and 

P        arrangement  of  necessary  primary  truths,  according  to  their 

I  relations  with  each  other,  and  in  reference  to  the  logical 

deductions  which  may  be  made  from  them.     Such  science, 

the   only  absolute  knoiokdge,  is  the  highest  and  worthiest 

object  of  human  inquiry,  and  must  be  drawn  from  deeper 

eources  than  the  crucible  and  the  retort. 

»The  bill  provides  for  the  construction  of  buildings,  with 
■aitable  apartments  for  a  library,  and  for  collections  in  the 
'''•^rtotis  branches  of  natural  knowledge  and  of  art,  and  di- 
**<5't=i  the  annual  expenditure  of  a  sum  "  not  exceeding  an 
^■^eTace  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  the  gradual  formation 
^*"   a  library  composed  of  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all 
J*^r>artmenls  of  human   knowledge."     As  I  have  already 
™^^*iicated,  I  consider  this  the  most  valuable  feature  of  the 
Hf  *^n,  though  I  think  the  amount  unwisely  restricted;  ajid 
H^^Blall   confine  the  few  observations  I  design  to  submit 
^F~®lJecting  the  bill  chiefly  to  the  consideration  of  this  single 
P«"o -vision.     I  had  originally  purposed  to  examine  the  sub- 
*^*~^t.  from  quite  a  difl'erent  point  of  view,  but  the  eloquent 
-^**iark8  of  the  chairman  of  the  special  committee,  (Mr. 
^^^"«n,)  which  seem  to  bo  intended  as  an  argument  rather 
3^Sa.in8t  this  provision  than   in  favor  of  the   oill,  and  as  a 
^^r*lyto  the  able  and  brilliant  speech  of  a  distinguished 
^^?*^t]Qber  of  another  branch  of  Congress,  upon  a  former 
■P^^^asion,  (Mr.  Choate,)has  induced  me  to  take  a  somewhat 
^^^^•'Tower  range  than    I   should  otherwise  have  done.      I 
BE^'^li,  sir,  that  Senator  were   hero  to  rejoin,  in  his  own 
feT^^T'"'  person,  to  the  beautiful  speech  of  the  gentleman 
«T*tii  Indiana,  who  seems  rather  to  admire  the  rhetoric, 
^^^Ti  to  be  convinced  by  the  logic,  of  the  eloquent  orator  to 
'*om  I  refer.    In  that  case,  sir,  I  think  my  friend  from 
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Indiana,  trenchant  as  are  his  own  weapons,  would  feel,  as 
many  have  felt  before,  that  the  polished  blade  of  the  gen- 
tleman, who  lately  did  such  honor  to  Massachusetts  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  is  not  the  less  keen,  because,  like 
Harmodius  and  Aristogiton,  he  wraps  it  in  sprays  of  myrtle. 
It  has  been  objected  by  some,  that  the  appropriation  is 
too  large  for  the  purpose  expressed — "The  gradual  for- 
of  a  library  composed  of  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all 
departments  of  human  knowledge."  But  if  we  consider 
how  much  is  embraced  in  these  comprehensive  words,  we 
shall  arrive  at  a  very  different  conclusion.  The  great  libra- 
ries of  Europe  range  from  200,000  to  500,000,  or  perhaps 
even  750,000  volumes.  That  of  the  university  of  Gottin- 
gen,  the  most  useful  of  all  for  the  purposes  of  general 
scholarship,  contains  about  300,000.  How  long  would  it 
require  to  collect  a  library  like  this,  with  an  annual  ex- 
penditure of  ten  thousand  dollars  ?  The  library  of  Congress 
IS  said  to  have  cost  about  $3.50  per  volume;  but  as  a  whole 
it  has  not  been  economically  purchased,  and  though  com- 

Eosed  chiefly  of  works  which  do  not  maintain  a  permanently 
igh  price,  yet  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  annual  purchases 
consists  of  new  books  from  the  press  of  London,  the  dear- 
est book  market  in  the  world,  its  cost  has  been  much  higher 
than  that  of  a  ^reat  miscellaneous  library  ought  to  be.  The 
best  public  library  in  America,  for  its  extent,  (10,000 
volumes,)  which  I  am  happy  to  say  is  that  of  the  university 
of  my  native  State,  Vermont,  costs  but  $1.50  per  volume. 
It  can  hardly  be  expected,  that  Government,  which  always 
pays  the  highest  price,  will  be  so  favorably  dealt  with ;  and 
it  is  scarcely  to  be  hoped,  that  it  will  succeed  in  securing 
the  services  of  so  faithful  and  so  competent  an  agent  as  was 
employed  by  the  University  of  Vermont. 

I  have  myself  been,  unfortunately  for  my  purse,  a  book- 
buyer,  and  have  had  occasion  to  procure  books,  not  only 
in  this  country,  but  from  all  the  principal  book  marts  in 
"Western  Europe.  Prom  my  own  experience,  and  some  in- 
quiry, I  am  satisfied  that  the  whole  cost  of  such  books  as  a 
national  library  ought  to  consist  of,  including  binding  and 
all  other  charges,  except  the  compensation  and  travelling 
expenses  of  an  agent,  should  not  exceed  two  dollars  per 
volume.  If  you  allow  $2,000  for  the  compensation  and  ex- 
penses of  an  agent,  (which  would  not  be  increased  upon  a 
considerably  larger  expenditure,)  you  have  $8,000  remain- 
ing, which,  at  the  avcra<2^c  cost  I  have  supposed,  would 
purchase  four  thousand  volumes  a  year.  How  long,  I  re- 
peat, would  it  require  at  this  rate  to  accumulate  a  library 
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equal  in  extent  to  that  of  Gottingen  ?  More  than  seventy 
years.  In  some  seventy  years,  then,  in  three  score  years 
and  ten,  when  you  sir,  and  I,  and  all  who  hear  my  voice, 
and  all  the  present  actors  in  this  busy  world  shall  be  num- 
bered with  the  dead,  we  may  hope,  that  free,  enlightened 
America,  by  the  too  sparing  use  of  the  generous  bounty 
of  a  stranger,  will  possess  a  collection  of  the  recorded  work- 
ings of  the  human  mind,  not  inferior  to  that  enjoyed  by  a 
single  school  in  the  miniature  kingdom  of  Hanover !  And 
what  provision  is  made  for  the  increase  of  books  meanwhile  ? 
Look  at  the  activity  of  the  presses  of  London  and  Paris — at 
the  vastly  prolific  literature  of  Germany — at  the  increasing 
production  of  our  own  country — to  omit  the  smaller  but  stiU 
valuable  contributions  to  the  store  of  human  knowledge  in 
the  languages  of  other  countries,  and  you  will  perceive  that 
this  appropriation,  so  far  from  being  extravagantly  large, 
will  scarcely  even  suffice  for  keeping  up  with  the  current 
literature  of  the  day.  Gottingen  meantime  will  go  on. 
Her  300,000  volumes  will  increase  in  seventy  years  to  half 
a  million,  and  we  shall  still  lag  200,000  volumes  behind. 

The  utility  of  great  libraries  has  been  questioned,  and  it 
has  been  confidently  asserted,  that  all  truly  valuable  knowl- 
edge is  comprised  in  a  comparatively  small  number  of  vol- 
umes. It  is  said  that  the  vast  collections  of  the  Vatican, 
of  Paris,  of  Munich,  and  of  Copenhagen  are,  in  a  great 
measure,  composed  of  works  originally  worthless,  or  now 
obsolete,  or  superseded  by  new  editions,  or  surpassed  by 
l^ter  treatises.  That  there  is  some  foundation  for  this 
opinion,  I  shall  not  deny ;  but  after  every  deduction  is  made 
upon  these  accounts,  there  will  still  remain  in  any  of  these 
libraries  a  great  number  of  works  which,  having  originally 
had  intrinsic  worth,  have  yet  their  permanent  value.  Be- 
cause a  newer,  or  better,  or  truer  book,  upon  a  given  sub- 
ject, now  exists,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  older 
and  inferior  is  to  be  rejected.  It  may  contain  important 
truths  or  interesting  views  that  later,  and,  upon  the  whole, 
better  authors  have  overlooked — it  may  embody  curious 
anecdotes  of  forgotten  times — ^it  may  be  valuable  as  an  illus- 
tration of  the  history  of  opinion,  or  as  a  model  of  composi- 
tion ;  or  if  of  great  antiquity,  it  may  possess  much  interest 
as  a  specimen  of  early  typography. 

Again,  because  any  one  individual,  even  the  most  learned 
cannot,  in  this  short  life,  exhaust  all  art,  because  he  can 
thoroughly  master  but  a  few  hundred  volumes,  read,  or  even 
have  occasion  to  consult,  but  a  few  thousands,  we  are  not 
therefore  authorized  to  conclude  that  all  beyond  these  are 
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superfluous.  Each  of  the  hundred  authors,  who  have  pro- 
duced those  thousands  of  volumes,  had  read  also  his  thousands. 
The  scholar  is  formed,  not  by  the  books  alone  that  he  has 
read,  but  he  receives,  at  second  hand,  the  essence  of  multi- 
tudes of  others ;  for  every  good  book  supposes  and  implies 
the  previous  existence  of  numerous  other  good  books. 

An  individual  even  of  moderate  means,  and  who  is  con- 
tent to  confine  his  studies  within  somewhat  narrow  bounds, 
may  select  and  acquire  for  himself  a  library  adequate  to  his 
own  intellectual  wants  and  tastes,  though  entirely  unsuited 
to  the  purposes  of  one  of  diiferent  or  Tarter  aims,  and  by 
the  diligent  use  of  this,  he  may  attain  a  high  degree  of  men- 
tal culture ;  but  a  national  library  can  be  accommodated  to 
no  narrow  or  arbitrary  standard.  It  must  embrace  all 
science — all  history — all  languages.  It  must  be  extensive 
enough,  and  diversified  enough,  to  furnish  aliment  for  the 
cravings  of  every  appetite.  We  need  some  great  establish- 
ment, that  shall  not  hoard  its  treasures  with  the  jealous 
niggardliness  which  locks  up  the  libraries  of  Britain,  but 
shall  emulate  the  generous  munificence  which  throws  open 
to  the  world  the  boundless  stores  of  literary  wealth  of  Ger- 
many and  France — some  exhaustless  fountain,  where  the 
Eoorest  and  humblest  aspirant  may  slake  his  thirst  for 
nowledge,  without  money  and  without  price. 

Of  all  places  in  our  territory,  this  central  heart  of  the 
nation  is  the  fittest  for  such  an  establishment.  It  is  situated 
in  the  middle  zone  of  our  system — easily  and  cheaply  acces- 
sible from  every  quarter  of  the  Union — ^blessed  with  a  mild, 
a  salubrious,  and  an  equably  climate — abundant  in  the  nec- 
essaries and  comforts  of  physical  life — far  removed  from 
the  din  of  commerce,  and  free  fi'om  narrow  and  sectional 
influences. 

Let  us  here  erect  a  temple  of  the  muses,  served  and  guarded 
by  no  exclusive  priesthood,  but  with  its  hundred  gates  thrown 
open,  that  every  votary  may  enter  unquestioned,  and  you 
will  find  it  thronged  with  ardent  worshippers,  who,  though 
poverty  may  compel  them  to  subsist,  like  Heyne,  on  the 
pods  of  pulse  and  the  parings  of  roots,  shall  yet  forget  the 
the  hunger  of  the  body  in  the  more  craving  wants  of  the 
soul. 

Prom  the  limited  powers  of  our  National  Government, 
and  the  jealous  care  with  which  their  exercise  is  watched 
and  resisted,  in  cases  where  the  interests  of  mere  humanity 
— not  party — are  concerned,  it  can  do  little  for  the  general 
promotion  of  literature  and  science.  The  present  is  a  rare 
opportunity,  the  only  one  yet  offered,  and  never  perhaps,  to 


be  i-epeated,  for  taking  our  proper  place  among  tbc  nationa 
of  tte  earth,  not  mere^  as  a  political  society,  but  as  patrons 
of  knowledge  aud  the  liberal  arts.  The  treasures  of  our 
natnonal  wealth  are,  perhaps,  not  at  our  command  for  this 
purpose ;  and  it  is  only  by  the  discreet  use  of  this  bequest, 
a.n«l  of  the  funda  which  private  Hberality  will  assuredly  con- 
tribute to  cxteud  the  means  of  the  institution,  that  we  can 
liope  to  kindle  a  luminary,  whoso  light  shall  encompass  the 
earth,  and  repay  to  Europe  the  illuminatiou  we  have  bor- 
rowred  from  her. 

The  library  of  Gottingen,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  con- 
tains six  times  as  many  volumes  as  the  largest  American 
collections ;  it  has  been  accumulated  within  a  comparatively 
short  period — scarcely  a  century — and,  having  been  selected 
opon  a  fixed  plan  by  the  ablest  scholars  in  the  world,  it 
contsdus  few  books  originally  without  merit,  few  duplicates, 
aii<i  few  which  the  procrrees  of  science  aud  literature  have 
rendered  worthless.  And  yet,  though  upon  the  whole  the 
heet  existing  library,  it,  in  many  departments,  does  not  ap- 
proach to  completeness,  and  the  scholars  who  resort  to  it 
'^fG^  often  obliged  to  seek  elsewhere  sources  of  knowledge 
'^''hieh  Gottingen  does  not  afford. 

.  ^V"e  shall  perhaps  be  best  able  to  estimate  our  own  defi- 
*^»enc,'ios  and  wants  by  comparing  the  contents  of  our  Con- 
ff'^eaeional  Librarv  with  the  actual  extent  of  existing  litera- 
ture.    The  Library  of  Congress  contains  more  than  40,000 
^olumgg^  in  general  valuable  and  well  chosen,  with  not 
"^^Uy  duplicates,  not  many  books  that  one  would  altogether 
•  J"-^^*^*-     It  is  not  composed,  like  too  many  of  our  public 
-^5'^ *"a.rie9,  in  any  considerable  decree,  of  books  which  have 
5*^^n  ffwiTi,  because  the  proprietor  found  them  too  worthless 
JP  ^eep,  but  it  liaa  been  almost  wholly  purchased  and  selected 
*'^n3  the  best  European  sale  catalogues,  and  yet  there  is  no 
?**e  branch  of  liberal  study,  even  among  those  of  greatest 
'^^^rest  to  ourselves,  in  which  it  is  not  miserably  deficient, 
1      Ttere  is,  perhaps,  no  better  general   catalogue  of  such 
,  "^olfig^  in  the  various  departments  of  learning,  as  are  prized 
^  Collectors,  than  the  Table  Methodique,  in  the  last  edition 
^■C    -Srunet's  Manuel  du  Libraire.     Brunet  enumenitcsmore 
^*ian    30,000  works,  making,  in  the  whole,  about  100,000 
*-*^*Jine8,  and  professes  to  specify  only  the  most  important 
,^*^     the  rarest.     The  list  contains,  no  doubt,  very  many 
,    '^I'lsaof  little  intrinsic  worth,  or  even  adventitious  interest; 


l> 


**Ser  class  ought  to  possess  at  least  25,000  of  the  volumes 
^P«cifies.     But  this  list  is  even  tolerably  complete  in  but 
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few  departments.     In  French  history  and  literature,  in  civil 
and  international  law,  in  the  history  and  literature  of  class* 
ical  antiquity  and  of  early  typography,   in  theology,  in 
medicine,  you  will  find  it  perhaps  nearly  satisfactory ;  but 
in  the  history  and  literature  of  all  other  nations,  and  in 
almost  every  other  field  of  inquiry  but  those  I  have  men- 
tioned, the  learned  scholar  will  miss  the  titles  of  many 
more  valuable  works  than  he  will  find,  while  many  highly 
interesting  and  important    chapters    are  almost  entirely 
blank.     Tne  Congressional  Library  does  not  probably  con- 
tain one-fourth  even  of  the  small  proportion  of  Brunet'a 
list  which  I  have  described  as  of  intrinsic  and  permanent 
value.    But  are  there  not  numerous  branches  of  knowledge 
well  worthy  a  place  in  every  great  literary  repository,  and 
which  are  yet  wholly  unrepresented  in  our  alcoves  f    Let 
us  devote  a  moment  to  some  dry  statistics  concerning  th^^ 
literature  of  continental  Europe.     The  Bibliotheca  Historic^^ 
Sueo-Qothica  of  Warmholtz,  the  last  volume  of  which  a] 
peared  in  1817,  enumerates  no  less  than  10,000  works  illui    _ 
trative  of  the  history  of  Sweden  alone ;  and  the  thirty  yefl^^^^ 
since  have  added  greatly  to  the  number.     The  Literati^  ^_ 
Lexicon  of  Nyerup,  published  in  1820,  gives  the  titles     ^>-f 
probably  an  equal  number  of  works  belonging  to  the  Ut^^x-. 
ature  of  the  countries  subject  to  the  Danish  crown.    H^z>]  - 
land,  too,  has    noble    historians,    naturalists,   poets,  ariza^d 
dramatists,  and  has  produced  many  works  of  unsurpasac^d 
value  upon  the  history  of  commerce  and  navigation.    Tti.^ 
list  of  Brunet  contqins  not  one  in  a  hundred  of  the  standfifc^^^^l 
authors  of  these  several  countries ;  and  the  Library  of 
gress,  as  far  as  I  remember,  docs  not  possess  a  volume 
the  language  of  either  of  them.     Again,  consider  the 
extent  and  surpassing  value  of  the  literature  of  Qerm^^^y* 
Of  the  3,000,000  di^rent  volumes  of  printed  books  sup- 
posed to  exist,  it  is  computed  that  more  than  one-third  ^^^ 
in  the  German  language.     The  learning  of  Germany  em- 
braces every  field  of  human  inquiry,  and  the  efforts  of  b®** 
scholars  have  done  more  to  extend  the  bounds  of  mod-^f* 
knowledge  than  the  united  labors  of  the  rest  of  the  Cbf?^ 

tian  world.    Every  scholar  familiar  with  her  literature ^^ 

mo  not  sav  familiar y  for  life  is  too  short  for  any  maU-  *  ^ 
count  its  boundless  treasures — but  every  enlightened  ^^1 
dent  who  has  but  dipped  into  it,  will  readily  confess  ^^j 
infinite  superiority  to  any  other,  I  might  almost  say  to  ^*^ 
other  literatures.  It  has  been  affirmed,  that  more  *^^ 
one-half  of  our  population  is  of  recent  German  origin,  ^^  £ 
German  is  the  vernacular  tongue  of  extensive  districts  ^ 
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American  soil.  Yet  the  Library  of  Congress  contains  not 
one  hundred,  probably  not  fifty,  volumes  in  that  noble  lan- 
guage. You  have  none  of  the  numerous  writers  of  the 
vast  empire  of  Russia,  or  of  Poland ;  nothing  of  the  curious 
literatures  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia ;  only  the  commonest 
books  in  Italian  and  Spanish ;  not  a  volume  in  the  language 
of  Portugal,  rich  as  it  is  in  various  literature,  and  especially 
in  the  wild  yet  true  romance  of  Oriental  discovery  and  con- 

Juest,  that  comes  down  to  us  through  the  pages  of  learned 
>e  Barros  and  quaint  old  Castanheda,  ringing  upon  the  ear 
<and  stirring  the  blood  like  the  sound  of  a  far-off  trumpet. 
In  the  boundless  world,  too,  of  Oriental  learning,  of  which 
our  increasing  commercial  relations  with  the  countries  of 
tthe  East  render  it  highly  desirable  that  we  should  possess 
^he  means  of  acquiring  a  knowledge,  you  have  nothing  to 
-^how  but  a  few  translations  of  the  Bible,  and  perhaps  some 
'^fvorks  of  devotion  or  elementary  religious  doctrine,  which 
^American  missionaries  have  presented  you. 

Will  it  not  be  admitted  tnat  an  American  library,  the 

ational  library  of  a  people  descended  from  men  of  every 

lime,  and  blood,  and  language — a  country  which  throws 

'^pen  its  doors  as  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed  of  every  race 

^^nd  every  tongue,  should  be  somewhat  more  comprehensive 

"3n  its  range  ?    That  it  should  at  least  have  some  represent- 

-^tives  of  every  branch  of  human  learning,  some  memorials 

-of  every  written  tongue  that  is  spoken  within  its  borders  ? 

But,  even  in  English  literature,  our  library  is  sadly  mea- 
gre. How  far  are  we  from  possessing  a  tolerably  complete 
series  of  the  English  printed  books  of  the  fifteenth  and 
sixteenth  centuries,  or  even  of  that  best  age  of  English 
learning,  that  age  with  which  every  honest  American  most 
truly  sympathizes,  the  age  of  Cromwell  and  of  Milton  ? 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  at  our  command  the  means  of 
enabling  some  diligent  scholar  to  write  what  has  not  yet 
been  worthily  written,  or  indeed  scarce  even  attempted,  a 
complete  history  of  the  literature  of  our  Anglo-Saxon 
mother  tongue — or  to  perform  that  Herculean  task,  which, 
in  spite  of  the  vaunted  but  feeDle  labors  of  Webster,  re- 
mains still  to  be  accomplished,  the  preparation  of  a  respect- 
able English  dictionary  ? 

If  there  is  any  department  of  learning,  in  which  a  library 
selected  for  the  use  of  the  representatives  of  a  democracy 
should  be  complete,  it  is  that  of  history.  But  what  have 
we  of.  the  sources  of  historical  investigation  ?  Histories 
indeed*  we  have,  but  little  history.     True,  we  have  Robert- 
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son,  and  Hume,  and  Voltaire,  and  Gibbon,  and,  above  acm    all^ 
Alison,  a  popular  writer  in  these  days,  and — 

"  Like  Sir  Agrippa,  for  profound 
And  solid  lying,  much  renowned  ;'' 

but  of  those  materials  from  which  true  history  is  to 
drawn,  we  have  little,  very  little.  The  works  belonging 
the  proper  history  of  the  American  Continent  aloni3,  ev< 
one  of  which  it  would  be  highly  desirable  to  possess,  nu 
ber  certainly  more  than  20,000  volumes,  fully  equal  to  oi 
half  the  Congressional  Library,  and  of  these  we  have, 
yet,  but  a  small  proportion. 

If  the  bounty  of  the  generous  foreigner,  in  spite  of 
broad  language  which  expresses  his  liberal  purpose,  is  to 
confined  to  the  narrow  uses  which  some  gentlemen  propo 
the  appropriation  of  §10,000  per  annum  is  unnecessai 
large,  at  least  for  permanent  expenditure.     A  model 
amount  would  collect  all  that  is  worth  buying  in  the  e: 
mental  sciences,  and  a  small  annual  appropriation  woi 
keep  up  with  the  advance  of  knowledge  in  this  departme 
But  it  IS  due  to  ourselves,  due  to  our  age,  due  to  the  lo. 
views  which  inspired  a  benefaction  so  splendid — a 
clogged  with  no  narrow  conditions — that  we  act  in  a  m^ 
generous,  a  wider,  a  more  catholic  spirit;  that  we  rememl^ 
that  "  knowledge ''  embraces  other  arts  than  those  of  brei 
that  man's  economical  interests  are  not  his  highest. 

The  purpose  of  the  testator,  which  we  are  to  carry  o 
was  "  the  increase  and  diflFiision  of  knowledge  amonff  me* 
What,  then,  is  the  most  efficient  means  of  increasmg  a- 
diflusing  knowledge  ?    Increase,  accumulation,  must  p 
cede  dinusion.     Every  rill  supposes  a  fountain ;  and  kn(^ 
ledge  cannot  "  flow  down  our  streets  like  a  river,"  withc::^  ^ 
there  be  first  built  and  filled  a  capacious  reservoir,  fn 
which  those  streams  shall  issue.     It  is  an  error  to  supp( 
that  the  accumulation  of  the  stores  of  existing  learnirz: 
the  amassing  of  the  records  of  intellectual  action,  does 
tend  also  to  increase  knowledge.     What  is  there  new  in 
material  world,  except  by  extraction  or  combination  ?    H< 
are  new  substances  formedP,  or  the  stock  of  a  given  substan^*- 
increased,  by  the  chemistry  of  nature  or  ot  art?    By  n-*     ^ 
combinations  or  decompositions  of  known  and  pre-existu 
elements.     The  products  of  the  experimental  or  manuP 
turing  laboratory  are  no  new  creations ;  but  their  elemei 
are  first  extracted  by  the  decomposition  of  old  compoun 
and  then  recombined  in  new  forms.     Thus  is  it  also, 
some  degree,  with  the  immaterial  products  of  the  •huuB-^^^ 
mind  ;  but  there  is  this  diflference ;    knowledge  grows  i3  ^^' 
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alone  bj  extraction  and  combination,  but,  unlike  the  dead 
xnatter  with  which  chemistry  deals,  it  is  itself  organic, 
living,  productive.     There  is  moreover,  as  I  have  already 
hinted,  between  all  branches  of  knowledge  and  of  liberal 
art,  whether  speculative  or  experimental,  such  an  indissol- 
uble bond,  such  a  relation  of  interdependence,  that  you 
cannot  advance  any  one  without  at  the  same  time  promoting 
all  others.     The  pioneer  in  every  walk  of  science  strikes 
put  sparks  that  not  only  guide  his  own  researches,  but 
Qlominate  also  the  paths  of  those  around  him,  though  they 
iiiay  be  laboring  in  quite  other  directions.    Examples  of 
this  kind  might  be  multiplied  without  end,  but  I  will  con- 
tent myself  with  an  illustration  or  two  from  a  science  which 
deals  only  in  abstract  numbers  and  imaginary  quantities, 
and  utterly  rejects  experiment  and  observation  as  tests  of 
troth  or  as  instruments  of  its  discovery.     Who  would  have 
^opposed  that  the  intervals  of  the  diatonic  scale  in  music 
were  capable  of  exact  appreciation,  and  their  relations  of 
precise    ascertainment,  by  numerical    quantities?      Who 
w-oold  have  expected  that  pure  mathematics  would  have 
'>^^ii  appealed  to  to  decide  between  the  rival  claims  of  the 
^^oi^uecular  and  the  undulatory  theories  of  light;  or  to 
^rtain  the  proportions  and  relations  of  elementary  bodies 
appreciable  by  any  of  the  senses,  in  chemical  combina- 
^8 ;  or,  as  my  accomplished  friend  from  South  Carolina 
'•  Holmes)  suggests,  that  the  authenticity  of  a  disputed 
•  in  the  Scriptures  would  be  determined  by  an  algebraical 
^orern  ?    What  do  not  astronomy,  navigation,  civil  engi- 
^'^ng,  practical  mechanics,  and    all    the  experimental 
ices,  owe  to  this  one  science,  which  in  its  investigations 
I^Po^ls  to  no  empiricism,  calls  in  the  aid  of  none  of  the 
^^^8,  none  of  the  machinery  of  art  or  of  nature.    ^ 
.,  -"txt,  independent  of  this  particular  point,  the  aid  which 
Jr^  I^hysical  sciences  may  expect  to  derive  from  mere  specu- 
.y^'^^  knowledge,  I  should  hope  that  at  this  time,  and  in 
^^^   place,  one  might  safely  venture  a  plea  in  behalf  ot  all 
^^^  higher  knowledge  which  serves  to  humanize,  to  refine, 
^   elevate,  to  make   men   more   deeply  wise,  better,  less 
**^^XXghtfiil   of   material  interests,  and  more  regardful   of 
?^^^al  truths.     And  let  it  not  be  said  that  our  own  brief 
*^^tory  proves  that  great  libraries  are  superfluous,  because 
^'^'t'hout  them  we  have  produced  statesmen,  civilians,  orators, 
^^  jurisprudents,  no  wise  inferior  to  the  ablest  of  their 
European  contemporaries.       Without  dwelling  upon  the 
Btimulus  of  popular  institutions,  and  the  stirring  excite- 
ment of  our  revolutionary  and  later  history,  which  have 
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tended  to  encourage  the  development  of  this  species  of 
talent,  the  objection  is  sufficiently  answered  by  saying  that, 
in  the  case  of  most  of  the  American  statesmen  of  the 
Bevolution,  as  well  as  of  many  of  later  date,  private  wealth 
has  supplied  the  place  of  public  provisions  for  the  attwi- 
ment  of  knowledge.  In  the  period  of  our  colonial  history, 
the  sons  of  wealthy  families  were  oflen  educated  in  the  best 
schools  of  Europe,  and  the  framers  of  our  Constitation 
were  chiefly  men  of  high  education  and  ele^nt  attainments. 
Jefferson,  whose  writings  are  canonical  with  the  democracy, 
had  the  best  private  library  in  America,  and  was  a  man  of 
multifarious,  if  not  of  profound  learning.  The  State  papers 
of  that  remarkable  era  are,  with  few  exceptions,  obviously 
productions  of  men  not  merely  of  inspired  genius  or  of 
patient  thought,  but  of  laborious  acquisition ;  and  they  are 
full,  not  of  that  cheap  learning  which  is  proved  by  pedintic 
quotation,  but  of  that  sound  discipline  which  is  the  un* 
equivocal  result  of  extensive  reading  and  diligent  research. 
Who  have  been  the  men,  in  all  ages  that  have  exercised  tt^ 
widest  and  most  permanent  influence  both  on  the  mo: 
and  physical  well-being  of  man  ?  The  spirit  of  the  crusad. 
was  roused  by  the  preaching  of  a  thoughtful  solitary :  Coin: 
bus  was  a  learned  scholar,  and  Luther  but  a  studious  moD_ 
Watt,  the  great  improver  of  the  steam  engine,  was  a  man 
curious  and  recondite  learning.  Bonaparte  was  carefii 
educated  at  the  school  of  Brienne,  and  was  through  life 
liberal  patron  of  learning:  and  the  arts.  The  glorious  reb— 
lion  of  1649  was  the  work  of  men  of  the  closet ;  and  Mil 
who  to  our  shame  is  less  known  among  us  by  his  prose  th 
by  his  poetry,  was  its  apostle.  Our  own  inaependence 
declared  and  maintained  by  scholars,  and  all  men  kn< 
that  the  French  revolution  had  its  germ  in  the  writings 
the  Encyclopaedists.  All  men,  in  fact,  who  have  acted  up- 
opinion,  who  have  contributed  to  establish  principles 
have  left  their  impress  for  ages,  have  spent  some  part 
their  lives  in  scholastic  retirement.  It  is  this  venr  poin^j;; 
the  maintenance  of  principles  discovered  and  deluded 
men  prepared  for  that  service  by  severe  discipline  and 
ious  study — that  so  strikingly  distinguishes  the  Engli 
rebellion  of  1649  and  our  own  Revolution  from  most  otk--^^ 
insurrectionary  movements,  and  particularly  from  i 
French  revolution.  The  English  and  American  statesm' 
of  those  two  periods  were  contending  for  irut/iSy  the  Fren 
atheists  and  philosophers  for  interests  ;  the  former  sought 
learn  their  duties,  the  latter  concerned  themselves  only  abo 
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HieiT  rights ;  the  Augio-Sason  was  inspired  by  ;)n>in^fc,  the 
Gaul  was  instigated  oy  jyassioiu 

Tbe  principles  of  American  liberty,  wliicli  educatioa  and 
habit  have  rendered  so  farailiap  to  as,  that  we  fancy  them 
intuitive  or  even  instinctive,  are  in  truth  no  more  obvious 
than  the  physical  theory  of  the  universe ;  and  the  study  of 
the  philosophical  and  political  history  of  tbe  last  three  cen- 
turies will  convince  every  inquirer,  that  their  development 
from  their  germs,  as  involved  in  the  fundamental  doctrines 
of  the  Reformation,  has  been  the  work  not  of  unconscious 
time  only,  but  has  required  the  labor  of  successive  genera- 
tions of  philosophers  and  statesmen. 

I  look  upon  a  great  and  well  selected  library,  composed 
of  the  monuments  of  all  knowledge,  in  all  tongues,  as  the 
inost  effective  means  of  releasing  us  from  the  slavish  defer- 
ence, which,  in  spite  of  our  loud  and  vaporing  protestations 
of  independence,  wc  habitually  pay  to  Enghsh  precedents 
«and  authorities,  in  all  matters  of  opinion.  Our  history  and 
«3ur  political  experience  are  bo  brief,  that,  in  the  multitude 
^of  new  cases  which  are  perpetually  arising,  wo  are  often  at  a 

Soes  for  domestic  parallels,  and  find  it  cheaper  to  cite  an  Eng- 
ish  dictum  than  to  investigate  a  question  upon  more  inde- 
Kiendent  grounds.     Not  only  are  our  parliamentary  law,  our 
teipalativc  action,  our  judicial  proceedings,  to  a  great  extent 
^hioned  after  those  of  the  mother  country,  but  the  funda- 
ft^ental  principles  of  our  Government,  our  theory  of  the 
political  rights  of  man,  are  often  distorted,  in  order  that 
:hey  may  be  accommodated  to  rules  and  definitions  drawn 
'torn  English  constitutional  law.     Even  the  most  sacred  of 
^political  rights,  the  i-ight  of  petition,  1  have  heard  both 
attacked  and  defended  upon  this  floor,  by  very  sufficient 
democrats,  entirely  upon  precedents  drawn  from  the  prac- 
Wee  of  the  British  Parliament,     Our  community  of  origin, 
angoage,  and  law,  exposes  the  younger  nation  to  the  con- 
jtant  danger  of  being  overshadowed  oy  the  authority  of  the 
jlder.     It  is  a  great  evil  to  a  young  and  growing  people,  as 
'^vell  as  to  a  youthful  and  aspiring  spirit,  to  have  its  energies 
cramped,  and  its  originality  smothered,  by  a  servile  spirit  of 
f^onformity  to  any  one  moael,  however  excellent;  and  it  is 
.  ■<)uite  time  for  us  to  learn,  that  there  are  other  sources  of 
3nstroction  than  the  counsels  and  example  of  our  ancient 
another. 

Sir,  I  make  these  remarks  iu  no  narrow  feeling  of  jealous 
liostility  to  England ;  still  less  at  this  crisis,  when  some  are 
seeking  to  raise  a  whirlwind  of  popular  indignation  ngaiust 
f.that  country,  upon  which  they  may  themselves  float  to 
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power,  would  I  join  in  any  vulgar  denunciations  of  a  peop 
from  whom  we  have  borrowed  so  much.  We  owe  to  En| 
land  much  of  our  political  principles,  many  of  the  found 
tions  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties,  many  of  the  moi 
valuable  features  of  our  jurisprudence.  Something,  indee< 
we  have  repaid.  England,  in  common  with  all  Europe,  hi 
profited  by  our  experience.  The  grasp  of  feudal  oppressio 
has  been  relaxed,  the  atrocious  severity  of  the  criminal  la^ 
has  been  mitigated,  judicial  proceedings  have  been  simpl 
fied,  the  subject  has  been  admitted  to  a  larger  participatio 
in  the  concerns  of  government,  monopolies  are  becomin 
obsolete,  and  the  responsibilities  of  rulers  are  felt  to  I 
more  stringent.  To  the  credit  of  many  of  these  amelion 
tions  we  may  fairly  lay  claim ;  while  in  science,  and  i1 
application  to  the  arts,  we  have  sustained  no  disgracefc 
rivalry  with  our  transatlantic  brethren.  But  no  generou 
man  thinks  his  debt  of  gratitude  canceled  till  it  is  thric 
repaid,  and  we  have  therefore  yet  much  to  do,  before  w 
can  say  that  America  is  no  longer  the  debtor  of  Englanc 
Let  us,  then,  seiize  this  one  opportunity  which  a  son  of  he 
own  has  offered  us,  and  build  with  it  a  pharos,  whose  ligl 
shall  serve  as  well  to  guide  the  mariner  in  the  distant  hor 
zon,  as  to  illuminate  him  who  casts  anchor  at  its  foot. 

But  what  are  we  offered  instead  of  the  advantages  whic 
we  miffht  hope  to  reap  from  such  a  library  as  i  have  d( 
scribed?  We  are  promised  experiments  and  lectures, 
laboratory  and  an  audience  hall.  Sir,  a  laboratory  is 
charnel  house,  chemical  decomposition  begins  with  deatl 
and  experiments  are  but  the  dry  bones  of  science.  It  i 
the  thoughtful  meditation  alone  of  minds  trained  and  dif 
ciplined  in  far  other  halls,  that  can  clothe  these  with  flesl 
and  blood,  and  sinews,  and  breathe  into  them  the  breath  c 
life.  Without  a  library,  which  alone  can  give  such  traininj 
and  such  discipline,  both  to  teachers  and  to  pupils,  all  thes 
are  but  a  masqued  pageant,  and  the  demonstrator  is  a  hai 
lequin.  This  is  not  a  question  of  idle  speculation,  it  is  on 
that  experience  has  answered.  There  are  no  foci  which  ar 
gathering  and  reflecting  so  much  light  upon  the  arcana  c 
natural  science  as  the  schools  of  Paris  and  of  Gerraanj 
and  all  scholars  are  agreed  that  the  great  libraries  of  thos 
seminaries,  and  the  mental  discipline  acquired  by  the  use  c 
them,  are,  if  not  the  sole  means,  at  least  necessary  condi 
tions,  of  their  surpassing  excellence. 

But  we  are  told  that  these  experimental  researches  wil 
guide  us  to  the  most  important  of  all  knowledge,  thai 
namely,  of  common  things.     Sir,  what  are  common  things 
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Is  nothing  common  but  these  material  frames  of  oui*8; 
nothing,  but  the  garments  we  wear,  the  habitations  that 
shelter,  and  the  food  that  nourishes  us ;  nothing,  but  the 
air  we  breathe,  the  fowls  of  heaven,  the  beasts  of  the  field, 
tile  herbs,  the  trees,  and  the  rocks  around  us  ?    Is  nothing 
common  but  the  glittering  sands  beneath  our  feet,  and  the 
glittering  stars  on  which  we  gaze  ?    Sir,  these  are  indeed 
common,  and  well  it  is  to  understand  their  uses,  and  so  far 
ss  our  dim  vision  can  pierce,  even  their  natures  also.    But 
sre  there  not  things  even  more  common,  nearer  to  our  in- 
niost  selves,  harder  indeed,  but  more  profitable  to  be  under- 
stood ;   objects  not  limited  by  the  three  dimensions,  not 
ponderable,  not  cognizable  by  any  of  the  senses,  and  yet 
fiubjects  of  precise  definition,  of  logical  argument,  of  phil- 
^J^phical  interest,  and  of  overwhelming  importance  ?    Sir, 
j^9^   soul  of  man  is  a  very  common  thing ;  his  relations  to 
his    Maker  and  to  his  fellows,  the  laws  of  his  moral  and 
^'^t^^llectual  being,  his  past  history  and  his  probable  future 
yeetiny,  the  principles  of  government  and  the  laws  of  polit- 
1C2&1   economy — all  these  are  common  things,  the  commonest 
ic^doed  of  all  things,  and  shall  we  make  no  provision  for 
^'^struction  in  these  ? 

:,  sir,  the  knowledge  of  what  are  called  the  physical 
ices  is  of  far  less  importance,  even  in  reference  to  the 
^    objects  which  they  are  supposed  especially  to  promote, 
tViatn.  is  generally  believed.     There  was  an  aeje — I  should 
ages — brilliant  and  glorious  ages  of  philosophers,  of 
r^smen,  of  patriots,  of  heroes,  and  of  artists,  and  arti- 
i-TCis  too;   when,  as  yet,  the  sciences  of  chemistry,  and 
cralogy,  and  metallurgy  had  neither  name  nor  being — 
experimental  research  was  unknown,  and  the  raw 
pp^sttcrial  of  the  arts  was  prepared  for  subsequent  manipula- 
tion in  no  laboratory  but  the  hidden  workshops  of  nature — 
^lienthe  profoundest  philosophers  were  content  with  resolv- 
^^^S  all  material  things  into  the  four  elements,  and  men  knew 
^^o thing  of  that  subtle  analysis  and  those  strange  powers, 
^^^  hereby  the  elements  themselves  are  decomposed,  the  in- 
gredients of  the  atmosphere  solidified,  and  granite,  porphyry 
^od  adamant,  resolved  into  imperceptible  gases.     And  what 
^>^>  have  our  boasted  researches  taught  us  to  accomplish  in 
^e  industrial  arts,  that  the  cunning  workman  of  Egypt,  and 
^y^^y  and  Greece  could  not  do  three  thousand  years  ago  ? 
^^n  our  machinery  rear  loftier  piles  than  the  Pyramids,  or 
^^ve  more  ponderous  masses  than  the  stones  of  Persepolis, 
^^  the  monolithic  temples  of  Egypt?    Is  a  European  prin- 
<^e8s   arrayed  in  finer  webs  than  the  daughter  of  a  Pharaoh, 


428  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

or  decked  in  colors  more  gorgeous  than  the  Tynan  purple  ? 
Can  the  chemistry  of  England  compound  more  brilliant 
or  more  durable  pigments  than  those  which  decorate  the 
walls  of  the  catacombs  of  the  Nile?  Can  the  modern 
fl^rtist,  with  all  the  aid  of  his  new  magnifiers,  rival  the 
microscopic  minuteness  of  some  ancient  mosaics ;  or  can 
the  glass-workers  of  our  times  surpass  the  counterfeit  gems 
of  antiquity? 

Sir,  modern  chemistry,  metallurgy,  and  machinery,  have 
multiplied,  cheapened,  and  diffused — not  improved — the 
products  of  industrial  art;  and  herein  lies  our  superiority^ 
not  that  we  can  do  betiery  but,  by  bringing  to  our  aid  taft 
obedient  forces  of  nature,  we  can  do  morej  than  our  pred 
oessors.  In  this  point  of  view,  regarding  modern  improv 
ments  in  these  arts  as  the  great  equalizers  of  the  conaitio: 
of  different  ranks  in  society,  no  man  can  estimate  th^  ^astsv 
more  highly  than  I  do,  and  I  hope  soon  to  have  an  opport^Ba- 
nity  of  showing  that  I  duly  appreciate  them.  But  Tmr —  aiat 
protest  against  that  classification  of  the  objects  of  ham  ^^an 
knowledge,  which,  by  giving  them  an  undue  pre-eminent  _ce, 
elevates  empiricism  above  true  science,  prefers  matter  to 

mind,  and,  in  its  zeal  to  advance  the  means,  quite  loses  sig^^yht 
of  the  end. 

Sir,  these  arts  are  the  right  hand,  not  the  spirit,  of  tca^rue 
progressive  democracy ;  they  arc  the  lever  that  shall  mczzDFe 
the  world,  not  the  immaterial  mind  that  shall  guide  it 

Mr.  Chairman,  at  present  I  neither  propose  nor  exp""^t 
any  modification  of  this  bill.  I  am  content  with  it  as  aa 
experiment,  though  I  should  prefer  the  appropriation  of 
the  entire  income  of  the  fund  for  one  generation — ^th^^<^ 
times  only  as  long  as  it  has  now  lain  idle — to  the  purpose  ^ 
founding  such  a  library  as  the  world  has  not  yet  s 
If  I  support  the  bill,  I  shall  support  it,  I  repeat,  as 
experiment,  but  in  the  confident  hope  that  the  plan 
soon  be  so  changed  as  to  make  the  Smithsonian  Institati 
a  fitter  representative  of  a  charity  which  embraces  all  kno 
edge  as  its  object,  and  appoints  the  whole  human  race 
beneficiaries. 

Mr.  Morse  said  he  desired  to  submit  a  few  observatio 
in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  this  fund. 

Expressing  the  pleasure  which  he  had  derived  from  tl 
argument  of  the   learned   and   eloquent  gentleman,  [W 
Marsu,]  who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  he  [Mr.  Morse]  wi 
atill  of  opinion  that  if  anything  could  be  drawn  from 
character  of  the  testator,  or  from  his  habits  and  pursuits, 
to  the  direction  which  he  desired  his  bequest  should  take, 
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^aa  of  a  much  more  practical  nature  than  that  contemplated 
either  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Marsh,]  or  by 
the  originators  of  the  bill  before  the  House.     Mr.  Smithson 
'^aa  a  practical  man ;  and  although  endowed  with  the  high- 
^t  learning,  he  yet  condescended  to  devote  his  time  to  a 
^ubject  of  the  most  domestic  and  homely  character.     If  hi& 
intention  had  been  to  establish  a  university,  or  a  magnifi- 
^ht  library,  and  thus  to  have  his  name  transmitted  to  pos- 
terity, it  would  have  been  easy  for  him  to  have  said  so,  and 
Nothing  would  have  been  left  to  this  country  but  to  carry 
oat  his  enlightened  and  liberal  intentions.     !Dut  he  had  na 
doabt  studied  the  peculiar  character  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, and  discovered,  that  whilst  they  entertained  a  proper 
Respect  for  the  learning  and  genius  of  the  German  universi- 
^J58,  of  the  sciences  taught  m  the  universities  of  Europe, 
^till  there  was  something  in  the  common  sense  and  practical 
Knowledge  of  that  people  which  comported  with  his  notions ; 
*nd    he  aesired  that  this  money  should  be  devoted  to  some 
plan   of  diffusing  practical  and  useful  knowledge  amongst 
tnetn. 

Mr.  Morse  referring  to  some  pgrtions  of  the  argument  of 
Mr.   Marsh,  inquired  what  there  was  in  the  learning  and 
^ciepce  of  Europe  comparable  to  the  discovery  of  the  steam 
^i^gine  by  an  American,  or  of  the  cotton-gin,  or  of  the 
p^agnetic  telegraph  ?    All  our  inventions  had  a  tendency  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  human  race,  and  particularly 
of  tie  common  people;  and  it  was  no  doubt  under  a  just 
and  proper  appreciation  of  that  character,  that  the  testator 
left  his  money  to  be  applied  to  such  objects.     Did  he  intend 
to  establish  a  university  ?     No.     Did  he  intend  to  establish 
a  magnificent  library  ?     No.     He  knew  that  the  world  was 
fall  of  musty  compilations,  of  the  productions  of  learned 
authors,  to  be  wondered  at  more  for  their  extent  than  for 
their  usefulness.     He  (Mr.  M.)  was  not  among  the  number 
^f  those  who  wished  to  depreciate  the  learning  treasured 
up  for  ages  past  by  the  book-makers  and  book-collectors  of 
^1  nations ;  but  he  proposed  to  oftcr  to  the  consideration  of 
*^u^   committee  a  substitute,  which,  he  thought,  would  re- 
5^ove  some  of  the  constitutional  objections  raised  against 
the  billj  and  which  would,  in  his  judgment,  meet  the  inten- 
tion of  the  donor. 
^^^did  not  wish,  however,  to  interfere  with  the  progress 
t  this  bill.     He  concurred  in  the  opinion  which  had  been 
^^ressed,  that  it  was  a  crime,  a  burning  sin,  that  this 
Atiou  should  have  held  this  money  for  ten  years,  in  viola- 
^^  of  a  solemn  trust,  and  in  violation  of  the  solemn  obli- 
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gatioD3  imposed  upon  every  man  who,  at  this  bar,  had 
taken  the  oath  to  support  the  constitution  and  to  act  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  people.  It  was  in  violation  of  that 
spirit  which  ever  ought  to  actuate  the  American  nation,  to 
be  the  recipient  of  this  munificent  sum,  and  yet  to  sn^r 
the  people — the  masses,  the  oi  poUoi — ^to  be  so  long  deprived 
of  any  benefit  from  it.  But  if  there  was  strensui  enoo^ 
in  the  House  to  pass  the  bill,  he  had  no  particular  pride  in 
taking  another  course.  He  should,  therefore,  submit  his 
proposition  at  the  proper  time,  leaving  the  committee  to  act 
upon  it  as  it  might  think  proper. 

The  substitute,  of  which  Mr.  M.  gave  notice,  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

A  BILL  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  "  increaie  snd 

diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men." 

AVhereas  James  Smithson,  Esquire,  of  London,  in  the  Kinedom  of  Oreit 
Britain^  by  his  last  will  and  testament  did  give  the  whole  oi  his  propertj 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  f:>und,  at  Washington,  under  UiensiB* 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge  among  men  ;  and  whereas  the  creation  of  a  uniyeni^i 
academy,  or  college,  is  liable  to  constitutional  difficulties,  sectional  j^^ 
ousics,  and  would  absorb  a  large  proportion  of  the  funds  in  the  erectiop*  ^ 
buildings,  and  would  more  or  less  interfere  with  the  numerous  institnti^^ 
throughout  our  country ;  and  with  a  view  of  carrying  out,  in  the  simp^^ 
form,  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  dcnor :  ^   , 

Be  it  enacted  bif  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tks  ^f^'^!^ 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  management  of  this  ^"^^^^ 
shall  bo  entrusted  to  a  board  of  managers,  to  be  styled  the  Trustees  of      ^ 
Smithsonian  Legacy,  to  be  composed  of  the  President  and  Vice  ^^^^^£Lf 
of  the  United  States,  the  Chief  Justice,  during  the  time  for  which  t^      ^ 
shall  hold  their  respective  offices,  the  heads  of  the  different  departm^^^^ 
the  foreign  ministers,  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  members  of 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  together  with  seven  other  pers( 
two  of  whom  shall  be  membori  of  the  National  Institute,  and  residem 
tbc  city  of  Washington,  and  the  other  five  thereof  shall  be  i 
States,  and  no  two  of  them  of  the  same  State.     And  the  managers  to^    ^|^ 
selected  as  aforesaid  from  Congress  shall  bo  appointed  immediately  after       '^^ 
passage  of  this  act — the  members  of  the  Senate  by  the  President  ther^^^JJj^ 
and  the  members  of  the  House  by  the  Speaker  thereof ;  and  those  so       ^ 
pointed  shall  serve  until  the  fourtli  Wednesday  of  December  the  second  n 


after  the  passage  of  this  act;  and  then,  and  biennially  thereafter,  on  ct^      ^^ 


alternate  fourth  Wednesday  of  December  a  like  number  shall  beappointe^^  ^ 
the  same  manner  to  servo  until  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  December  the  secc^^'1^%, 
succeeding  their  appointment ;  and  they  shall  also  constitute  and  be  denoi^^^^ 
nated  a  joint  standing  committee  of  Congress  on  the  Smithsonian  Institution^ 
and  vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  shall  beflUed^^ 
vacancies  in  committees  are  filled ;  and  the  other  seven  managers  afoi 
shall  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  Dccemi 
next  after  the  passage  of  this  act;  when,  and  on  every  alternate  foai 
Wednesday  of  December  thereafter,  a  new  election  thereof  shall  be  ma* 
by  joint  resolution  of  Congress;  and  vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  resi^ 
nation,  or  otherwise,  may  be  filled  in  like  manner,  by  joint  resolution 
Congress.  And  the  said  managers  shall  meet  and  organize,  by  the  choin^ 
of  a  president,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Septcml 
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^^xt  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  they  shall  then  fix  on  the  times  for 
^^gular  meetings  of  the  board  ;  and  on  application  of  any  three  of  the  man- 
^S^rs  to  the  superintendent  of  the  said  institution,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
^Ppolnt  a  special  meetine  of  the  board,  of  which  he  shall  ^ive  notice  by 
letter  to  eacn  of  the  members ;  and  at  any  meeting  of  the  board  of  man- 
«  H^n,  fiye  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business.    And  each  member  of 
^Q  board  of  managers  shall  be  paid  his  necessary  trayelin^  and  other  actual 
expenses  in  attending  meetings  of  the  board,  which  shall  be  audited  and 
recorded  by  the  superintendent  of  the  institution ;  but  his  seryice  as  mana- 
g^f  shall  be  gratuitous.    And  wheneyer  money  is  required  for  the  payment 
of  the  debts  or  performance  of  the  contracts  of  the  institution,  incurred  or 
OQ^red  into  in  conformity  with  the  proyisions  of  this  act,  or  for  making 
tlie  purchases  and  executing  the  objects  authorized  by  this  act,  the  superin- 
tendent or  the  managers,  or  any  three  thereof,  may  certify  to  the  president 
of  the  board  that  such  sum  of  money  is  reauired ;  whereupon,  he  shall  sub- 
'Qit  the  same  to  a  committee  of  three  of  tne  managers,  appointed  for  that 
parpoee,  for  examination  and  approyal ;  and  upon  such  examination  and 
*pproyal,  he  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  Treasury  for 
F'^yuieni.    And  the  said  board  shall  make  all  needful  rules,  regulations,  and 
^•i«i'W8,  for  the  goyernment  of  the  institution  and  the  persons  employed 
^erein,  and  shall  submit  to  Congress,  at  each  session  thereof,  a  report  of 
^o  operations,  expenditures,  and  condition  of  the  institution. 

-4WJi  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  so  soon  as  the  board  of  managers  shall 

ji® ''^Wilarly  and  legally  organized,  it  shall  bo  their  duty  to  cause  to  be  pub- 

***«eQf,  for  the  space  of  one  year,  in  such  of  the  most  widely  circulated 

^^3papers  in  the  United  States  and  in  Europe,  as  they  may  deem  best,  the 

J?^^^  of  suitable  rewards  or  prizes  for  the  best  written  essay  on  ten  subiects, 

*|^.^  xxQcst  practical  and  useful  which  the  majority  of  said  board  shall  deter- 

?^l^^  upon.    And  when,  after  a  decision  upon  the  relatiyo  merits  of  the 

?^^^^ent  essays,  they  determine  to  which  the  prize  shall  be  awarded  on  the 

^J^r^  subjects,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  haye  as  many  copies  of  each  of  the 

^*^^a  printed  as  they  may  deem  best,  to  be  distributed  to  the  Gbyernors  of 

T?^  *«yeral  States  ;  to  the  seyeral  incorporated  literary  uniyersities  j  to  such 

^^^Opean  institutions  as  they  may  choose ;  and  the  balance  to  be  distributed 

^r^^^vighout  the  United  States,  by  the  members  of  Congress,  thus  fulfilling, 

J^  tl^e  letter  and  spirit,  the  wise  and  comprehensiye  intentions  of  the  donor 

^^   ^lie  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

Arlr.  Owen  desired  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  geu- 
w^Tnan  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Marsh,]  and  the  gentleman 
I^^Tn  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Morse.]    The  gentleman  from  Lou- 
^*'^ana  had  already  given  the  most  important  item  in  reply 
^9  the  gentleman  from  Vermont — namely,  that  we  had  no 
tvght  to  run  counter  to  what  might  clearly  seem  to  be  the 
Intention  of  Mr.  Smithson.     This  fund  was  not  ours ;    it 
"Was  intrusted  to  us  for  a  special  purpose ;  and  unless  we 
could  believe  that  he  would  desire,  if  living,  the  establish- 
ment of  a  library,  the  money  ought  not  to  oe  so  appropri- 
ated. 

This  bill  had  been  framed  in  a  spirit  of  compromise.  The 
original  Senate  bill  of  the  last  session  appropriated  $5,000 
for  this  object.  The  gentleman  from  Vermont,  Mr.  Owen 
believed,  proposed  twenty  thousand.  The  bill  proposed 
a  medium— a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars.  He 
^oped  the  House  would  not  go  further.     A  gentleman  who 
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had  formerly  been  librarian  of  Congress,  in  conversation 
with  him,  had  said  that  he  thought  it  was  impracticable  to 
purchase,  with  advantage,  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars' 
worth  of  books.  The  duty  must  be  intrusted  to  one  agent, 
to  prevent  the  purchase  of  duplicates ;  and  no  one  agent 
could  purchase  advantageously  more  than  this  amount ;  bo 
that  there  was  a  practical  difficulty  in  the  way. 

In  relation  to  the  course  suggested  bv  the  gentleman  firom 
Louisiana,  [Mr.  Morse,]  the  same  plan  had  occurred  to 
Doctor  Cooper,  of  South  Carolina,  but  had  been  rejected 
by  him.  [Mr.  Owen  here  read  an  extract  in  support  of 
this  assertion.] 

As  to  a  cheap  publication  branch,  he  would  remind  thm« 
committee  that  we  already  had  one.     In  looking  over  t^ci^ 
periodicals  of  the  day,  it  did  not  appear  that  the  prL 
essays  were  the  best ;  the  voluntary  essays  seemed  to  be 
We  should  find  plenty  of  treatises  of  a  most  useful  c^ 
acter,  without  paying  a  dollar  for  them.     The  mere  gra 
cation  of  having  them  published  would  be  inducem 
sufficient  to  enable  us  to  obtain  them. 

The  gentleman  said  that  there  should  be  no  laborato 
that  it  was  not  the  design  of  Mr.  Smithson.     The  fiict  th-^^ 
Mr.  Smithson  spent  half  of  his  life  in  a  laboratory  seem^^ 
to  refute  this  objection. 

There  was  little  in  the  bill  of  an  imperative  character  w 
relation  to  all  these  various  branches.  Its  phraseology  w& 
"  may."  If,  therefore,  it  was  discovered  that  one  branch 
would  be  more  beneficial  than  another,  there  was  the  power 
to  adopt  it.     There  was  nothing  at  all  binding  about  it. 

Mr.  Chipman  spoke  urgently  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 
His  first  reason  for  voting  (as  he  said  he  intended  to  do) 
was  based  on  a  fact  that  was  irrevocable — namely,  that  thia 
Government,  great  and  powerful  as  it  was — ^prospering  and 
rogressing  as  it  was  in  original  native  intellect,  fostered 
y  institutions  known  to  no  other  country,  and  no  other 
people — should  have  consented  to  be  the  recipient  of  what 
was  called  here  a  munificent  donation  of  half  a  million 
from  an  Englishman  to  enlightened  American  republicans 
in  this  country.  How  did  it  happen  that  this  Government 
accepted  such  a  boon  from  a  foreigner — an  Englishman, 
too.  He  looked  upon  it  as  a  stain  on  the  history  of  the 
country,  as  an  insult  to  the  American  nation.  He  wished 
this  Government  to  wash  its  hands  of  all  such  eleemosynanr 
dealings.  There  was  a  native  stock  in  this  country,  intel- 
lectual and  physical,  that  needed  no  foreign  aid,  and  he 
trusted  in  God  it  would  not  condescend  to  receive  any. 


I 


CONGRESS,  1845-47. 


433 


In  making  these  remarks,  he  would  probably  be  charged 
with  being  opposed  to  education.  He  was  opposed  to  it  in 
the  light  m  which,  in  modern  times,  it  was  sought  to  be  in- 
culcated in  this  country — an  education  which  passed  over 
all  thought,  all  reflection,  all  originality,  and  was  baaed  upon 
an  intellectual  lumber-house  of  undigested  and  indigestible 
matter ;  thrown  together  in  the  head  of  some  aspirant  after 
immortal  intellectual  fame,  without  originality  enough  to 

five  character,  be  would  not  say  to  what — he  had  a  term, 
nt  probably  it  might  be  inappropriate  for  hira  to  utter  it 
here.  How  the  donor  of  this  money,  beine  un  Englishman, 
came  to  love  this  country  so  well,  God  only  know ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Chipmau)  would  say  that  in  yielding  to  his  suggestion, 
the  country  had  humbled  and  degraded  itself. 

He  objected  to  the  bill,  because,  clearly  and  in  terms,  it 
established  a  corporation.  He  appealed  to  his  political 
friends,  after  all  their  opposition,  after  all  their  arguments, 
afler  all  their  efforts  to  put  down  a  United  States  bank  on 
iho  ground  of  its  unconstitutionality,  whether — tickled, 
Amused,  their  pride  touched  by  the  great  advantages  of  dis- 
pelling the  cloud  of  ignorance  which  overshadowed  the 
American  Republic — they  would  now  belie  all  their  princi- 
ples and  all  their  professions  ?  What  distinction  was  there 
oetween  a  corporation  in  the  form  of  a  United  States  bank 
and  a  corporation  intended  to  elevate  humanity  in  close  ap- 
proximation to  the  throne  of  Heaven  ?  He  appealed  to  his 
mends  here — to  those  who  held  their  seats  by  virtue  of  the 
very  opposition  they  had  made  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States — whether  this  Government  had  the  power  to  create  a 
corporation  ?  The  rose  by  any  other  name,  ifec,  and  a  cor- 
poration by  any  other  name,  should  be  as  offensive  to  the 
Democracy.  Was  it  necessary  to  label  the  animal,  that  we 
might  know  to  what  species  it  belonged,  as  was  done  in  the 
case  of  the  Dutchman's  picture  of  a  man  with  the  horse, 
where  the  name  was  put  upon  it,  that  the  beholder  might 
know  what  it  was?  ne  declared  that  the  bill  proposed  the 
DStablisbraent  of  one  of  the  most  withering  and  deadly  cor- 
porations, carrying  with  it  all  the  features  of  an  aristocracy 
the  most  offensive  that  could  be  established  in  any  country 
under  heaven.  He  was  opposed  to  an  aristocracy  of  wealth ; 
bat  he  was  in  favor  of  an  aristocracy  of  intellect — not  of 
jalse  education — not  of  knowledge  that  consisted  in  bring- 
ing together  exploded  ideas — but  of  that  knowledge  which 
was  the  offspring  of  an  intellect  patented  directly  by  the 
Almighty. 
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of  moral  euu&idn  used  diiriag  Ibe  preceding  year,  lo  obluin  pu^yment  of  [ho 
aaid  arreikie  of  ialereel ;  und  theaaid  ttanual  rejiorU  eball  be  priuleJ  ft>r  ibe 
informBlion'of  thu  people. 

The  further  consideration  of  ihe  bill  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

HoDSE  OF  Represestatives,  April  27,  1846. 

The  Speaker  aaid  the  special  order  of  the  day  was  the 
bill  in  relation  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Mr.  Cobb  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Jtetohed,  That  all  debate  in  Ihe  Commiltee  of  the  Whnle  Huubo  on  the 
■Uts  of  the  Uaion  an  Ilouite  bill  (No.  5)  tu  establisb  the  "  SmilbKmisn 
3n>tilutiuD  "  for  tbe  increase  and  diflusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  shall 
.«6BM  in  two  hours  after  the  Enmu  shall  bn  u^uil  ukitn  up  in  the  Committee 
-of  the  Whole  House  on  the  stute  of  the  Union,  (if  tho  committee  ehuU  not 
•ooii»r  uome  to  a  ooncluiiion  upon  the  eaiiio;)  and  tbe  commiltrio  sh'all  then 
proceed  to  vote  on  such  amendments  as  may  bo  pendine  or  offered  to  the 
•ame,  and  sbutl  then  report  it  to  the  House,  with  such  amendmcnta  as  may 
liHTe  been  agreed  to  bj  tho  committee. 

The  said  resolution  was  read;  when  the  question  was 
etated,  Will  the  House  agree  to  the  said  resolution?  Mr. 
Obaham  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  tbe  table. 

And  tlie  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas,  78;  nays,  82. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  tnera- 
l>ors  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 
TSA8— Mesara.  John  Q.  Adams,  Arnold,  Ashmun,  Barringer,  Bcdinger, 
»•»,  Bufflngton,  Burt,  W.  W.  Campbell,  .1.  H.  (Jumpbell,  Carroll,  John 
•^3.  Chnpman,  A.  A,  Chapman,  Couke,  Crua.-lon,  Crozler,  Dargan,  Dar- 
Migh,  Barrett  Davis,  Delano,  Dixon,  Dockory,  J.  H.  Swing,  E.  U.  Swine, 
3'out,  OiddinC'*,  Oraham,  Grider,  Orinnoll,  Hampton,  Harper,  Herricic, 
Sage,  B.  B.  Holmes,  S.  D.  Hubbard,  Hudeoa,  Washington  Hunt.  Hunter, 
<:.  J.  Ingereoll.  Joseph  Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  TbomM  Butler  King, 
Iiewis,  Lon^;,  MuHenry,  Marsh,  J.  F.  Murtin,  Barkley  Martin,  Miller, 
Horrid,  MoEcley,  Parriab,  Payne,  Pendleton,  Pettit,  Pollock,  John  A. 
Sockweil,  Root,  Hunk,  Si-aman,  Seddon,  Severance,  A.  D.  Sims,  Trumaa 
£mitb,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Stephens,  Strohm,  Thibodeaux, 
Tilden,  Trumbo,  Vinton,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Woodward,  Wright,  yancoy, 
•and  Toung. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

NATS— UesBra.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Biggs,  James  A.  Black,  Bowliu, 
Brodbead,  Brockenbrougb.  W.  U.  Brown,  K.  Chapman,  Chiptnun,  Clarke, 
■Cobb,  Collin,  Consublo,  Cunningham,  Daniel,  J.  Da  via,  Dillingham,  Dob- 
blDi  Dromgoote,  Erdman,  Faran,  Ficklin,  Fries,  Garviu,  Gentry,  Oilea, 
•OordoD,  Orover,  Hamlin,  Haraleon,  Harmanson.  Hopkins,  Hough,  G.  S. 
Houalun,  J.  B.  Hunt,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Seaborn  Jonra, 
^ttMan  King.  Lawrence,  Leake,  Lcib,  La  Sere,  Lampkin,  Maclay,  Mc- 
■dellftnd,  McConnell,  McCrate,  MoGuugbey,  Mcllvaine,  McKay,  Mor«e, 
ZMoulloD,  Norrifl,  Owen,  Porrill,  Phelps,  Vrioe,  Ratbbun,  Rolfe,  Bitter, 
^BWtelle,  Sawyer,  Scauimon,  Simpson,  Thomas  Smith,  llobert  Smith,  Stan- 
■Vm,  St.  John,  Strong.  Tboma^son,  Jacob  Thompson,  Thurman,  Tibbatu, 
"Vance,  Wenlworth,  Wlok,  Wilmot,  Tell,  and 
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The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  said  resolatiou. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  sec- 
onded ;  and  the  main  question  was  ordered  and  put,  viz : 
Will  the  House  agree  to  the  said  resolution  ?  and  decided  in 
the  negative — ^yeas,  78 ;  nays,  85. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  mem- 
bers present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

YEAS-— MessrE.  Stephen  Adams,  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Biggs,  Bowlin, 
Brockenbrough,  Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown,  Augustus  A.  Chapman^ 
Beuben  Chapman,  Chase,  Clarke,  Cobb,  Collin,  Constable,  CunDingham, 
Daniel,  Dillingham,  Dobbin,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Erdman,  Faran,  Giles, 
Gk>odyear,  Gordon,  Grover,  Hamlin,  Haralson,  Harmanson,  Hopkins, 
Hougn,  George  S.  Houslon,  James  B.  Hunt,  Hunter,  Andrew  JohnsoD, 
George  W.  Jones,  Seaborn  Jones,  Preston  King,  Lawrence,  La  Sere, 
Lumpkin,  McClelland,  McConnell,  McCrate,  McKay,  Morris,  Morse, 
Moulton,  Norris,  Payne,  Phelps,  Price,  Kathbun,  Beid,  Belfe,  Bitter,  Saw- 
yer, Scammon,  Seddon,  Thomas  Smith,  Bobert  Smith,  St.  John,  Strong, 
Jacob  Thompson,  Thurman,  Tibbatts,  Vance,  Wentworth,  Wick,  Wilmot, 
Yell,  and  Yost. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Arnold,  Barringer,  Bedinger, 
Bell,  Milton  Brown,  Buffington,  Burt,  William  W.  Campbell,  John  H. 
Campbell,  Carroll,  John  G.  Chapman,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Cranston,  Crozier, 
Dargan,  Darragh,  Garrett  Davis,  Jefferson  Davis,  Dockery,  John  H. 
Ewing,  Edwin  H.  Ewing,  Foot,  Fries,  Giddings,  Graham,  Grider,  Grin- 
nell,  Hampton,  Harper,  Herrick,  Hilliard,  Hoge,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  Samuel 
D.  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  K 
Ingersoll,  Joseph  Johnson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Thomas  B.  King,  Leak^^^ 
Lewis,  Levin,  Long,  Maclay,  James  McDowell,  McGaughey,  McHenr^^^^^^. 
Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Barkley  Martin,  Miller,  Moseley,  Parrish,  Pendleto^^^^-^^ 
Perrill,  Pollock,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Root,  Runk,  Sawtelle,  Schenck,  6^ 
man.  Severance,  Alexander  D.  Sims,  Truman  Smith,  Albert  Smith,  Ca^^^^^^^. 
B.  Smith,  Stephens,  Strohm,  Thibodeaux,  Thomasson,  Tilden,  TrunC^v^^*- 
Vinton,  Wood,  Woodruff,  Woodward,  Wright,  Yancey,  and  Young.  ^^^^?^^ 

So  the  said  resolution  was  rejected.  ' 

House  of  Representatives,  April  28,  1846. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  House  resolved  its^Y 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uni^^T  into 
Burt,  of  South  Carolina,  in  the  chair,)  and  resu^^^,  (Mr. 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  establi^Y^ed  the 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  ^\^^^^t  ^f 
knowledge  amongst  men,  and  the  amendm^^y^usion  of 
pending.  ^^  thereto 

Mr.  A.  D.  Sims  said  that,  before  entering  ou  -^-v 
atioQ  of  the  main  question  before  t\i(i  comin\tt2^^^  conflidg^^^ 
to  invite  its  attention  to  the  coubv^^^^^J^q^  cJ^%  ^^.^fllHMJI 
nian  fund,  and  to  express  his  vie'wr*^  ^   — « ^\  \\^.MmKKK^t 
to  be  the  true  light  in  wh 

Under  the  will  of'  tl 
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made  by  him  was  paid  over  to  the  United  States.     The 

money,  under  the  action  of  Congress,  was  loaned  out  to 

certain   States.      No  matter  for  what  purpose  that  fund 

might  be  dedicated,  the  faith  and  the  honor  of  the  country, 

by  the  action  of  Congress,  were  pledged  to  regard  it  at  all 

times  as  being  in  the  Treasury  of- the  United  States;  and 

the  United  States  was  in  fact  itself  a  creditor  of  the  States 

to  whom  the  money  was  loaned ;  so  that  the  Arkansas,  or 

Michigan,  or  Illinois  bonds  or  securities— or  the  securities 

of  any  State  to  which  this  money  had  been  loaned — were 

in  feet  debts  due  to  the  general  Government ;  and  the  fund 

itself  must  be  regarded  as  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 

States. 

Mr.  McClelland  here  rose  to  explain,  and  (Mr.  Sims 
yielding)  Mr.  McClelland  said  that  a  misapprehension  pre- 
vailed in  the  committee  as  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  by 
the  State  of  Michigan  on  that  portion  of  the  Smithsonian  fund 
invested  in  the  bonds  of  tl^^t  State.     He  considered  this 
interest  paid ;  and  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
TVeasury,  it  appeared  that  the  amount  claimed  to  be  due  on 
the    1st  of  January  last  was  $181.07 ;  and  this  had,  in  all 
probability,  been  more  than  paid  by  the  application  of  the 
five  per  cent,  fund  up  to  this  period.     In  June,  1845,  the 
then  auditor-general  of  the  State  of  Michigan  endeavored 
to  obtain  a  statement  of  this  account,  and  the  five  per  cent. 
fund,  in  order  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  any 
balance  that  might  be  found  due,  but  failed.     On  the  7th  of 
November  last,  he  wrote  and  requested  him  (Mr.  McClel- 
land) to  make  the  necessary  inquiries,  with  the  same  view ; 
&nd  8oonafterhisarrival,atthe  commencement  of  this  session, 
be  icvrote  to  the  proper  department  for  the  required  informa- 
tion, but  did  not  receive  any  reply  until  the  27th  of  Febru- 
a,ry,  and  then  he  was  advised  that  the  small  amount  before 
stated  was  due.     This  statement  ho  had  forwarded  to  the  pres- 
ent auditor-ffeneral.     He  (Mr.  McClelland)  had  no  doubt  pro- 
vision would  be  made  for  the  prompt  payment  of  the  interest 
liereafter  to  accrue  if  the  five  per  cent,  fund  was  found  to 
be  insufficient.     Whilst  up,  he  would  state  that  the  authori- 
of  Michigan  had  consented  to  the  application  of  the 
per  cent,  fund  to  the  payment  of  this  interest,  and  that 
ftm^  resoltitioti  passed  by  the  last  Congress,  directing  this 
'ian^  was  shown  to  him  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
^^V8  and  Means  [Mr.  McKay]  before  it  was 

^••oved  of  by  him,  and  was  sup- 

"^"^m   Michigan   in   both 

*at  he  believed  the 
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State  would  make  every  effort  to  pav  all  just  claims  against 
it ;  and  in  regard  to  this  fund,  would  at  all  times  pay  the 
interest  fairly  and  honorably. 

Mr.  Sims  continued.     He  had  not  intended  (he  said)  by 
any  remark  ho  had  made  to  inculpate  any  State  to  which 
this  fund  might  have  been  loaned.     He  merely  wished  to 
show  what  the  duty  and  the  obliffation  of  the  Government 
were  in  regard  to,  the  fund  itself.     Whatever  disposition 
might  finally  be  made  of  it — whether  an  institution  such  as 
was  contemplated  should  be  established ;  whether  the  fund 
should  be  returned  to  the  British  chancery ;  or  whether  it 
should  be  distributed,  among  the  heirs  of  Smithson — no 
difficulty  ought  to  arise  as  to  the  fact  of  the  fund  itself  hav- 
ing been  loaned  out  by  the  Government;  and  that,  for  all 
honorable,  practical,  and  proper  purposes,  it  must  be  re- 
garded in  good  faith  as  in  the  Treasury  of  the    United 
States,  to  be  devoted  to  whatever  purpose  might  be  thought* 
proper.    For  his  own  part,  h^  had  no  apprehension  or  fear- 
but  what  each  of  the  States  would  in  good  time  and  in  goocL 
faith  redeem  their  obligations,  and  refund  every  dollar  that^^ 
had  been  loaned  to  them. 

lie  now  approached  the  main  question.     Much  had  been, 
said  in  praise  of  the  munificent  and  splendid  liberality  o 
James  Smithson.     It  had  been  said  that,  animated  by 
spirit  of  benevolence  to  his  race,  he  had  made  his  will,  con 
stituted  the  Government  of  the  United  States  his  trustee  t 
carry  out  his  intentions,  and  had  dedicated  to  the  nobi 

purpose  of  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  amon^ 

men  an  entire  estate,  under  the  management  ot  the  Gov — 
ernment  of  the  United  States.     It  was  not  his  (Mr.  Sims 
disposition,  nor  was  it  his  wont,  nor  would  it  become  him 
to  speak  in  terms  of  reproach  of  one  who  now  slept  nndci 
the  sod.     But  he  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  none  o 
these  feelings  of  pride  and  admiration  which  seemed  t 
glow  in  the  bosoms  of  some  gentlemen,  in  contemplatin 
the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson,  found  an  echo  in  his  (Mr.  Sim 
heart.     lie  saw  in  the  will  of  that  individual  what  he  ha 
seen  in  the  wills  of  many  other  men.     After  having  griped 
through  their  lives,  every  shilling  that  came  into  thei 
hands,  animated  at  last  by  some  posthumous  vanity,  the^ 
sought  to  build  up  a  name  which  should  live  atTter  the 
and  such,  rather  than  any  feeling  for  humanity,  so  muc 
lauded,  was  the  motive  that  guided  them.     In  the  preseir 
case  he  saw  abundant  evidence  of  this  disposition  in  the  a 
pointment  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as 
trustee  to  carry  out  this  splendid  vanity. 
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- .  Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  contend  that  the  Government 
"was  not  instituted  for  aoy  such  purposes  as  the  administra- 
tion of  charities.     There  waa  no  grant  of  power  in    the 
Coastitntion  admitting  such  on  exercise.     And  as  there  was 
Dfi  such  power,  and  as  this  fund  was  still  under  our  control, 
Ud  aa  the  trust  had  not  been  executed,  it  became  Congress 
to  pause,  and  to  retrace,  so  far  as  possible,  the  errors  it  had 
dready  conmiitted.     There  was  hut  one  power  in  the  Con- 
Btitution  under  which  this  charity  could  be  administered, 
and  that  was  as  a  local  legislature  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia.    But  that   would   not  fall   within  the   intention   and 
design  of  the  testator.     It  was  not  intended  that  this  fund 
ffiiould  he  applied  to  the  exclusive  purpose  of  the  use  of  the 
-District  of  Columbia.    The  only  true  course  would  be  to 
-re/ect  all  these  plans,  including  the  substitute  which  had 
faeen  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
-Ax»  JIMS.]     And  if  this  were  done,  he  (Mr,  Sims)  pledged  him- 
self that,  should  no  other  member  do  so,  he  would  intro- 
ciixee  a  bill  repealing  all  laws  heretofore  enacted  on  this 
eci.1:>ject,  and  giving  authority  and  direction  for  the  restora- 
txoxn  of  the  money  to  the  British  chancery.     It  could  then 
t*^     <3evoted  to  purposes  in  England  similar  to  those  which 
hi£ft,<3.  been  contemplated  in  the  city  of  Washington.     The 
otil.  J  difference  would  be  in  the  location  of  the  institution. 

^dr,  Adams  said,  in  this  matter  he  was  in  lavor  of  carry- 

iT'fc^C  oat  the  principle  of  the  ancient  proverb — "  Catch  the 

\>^^r  before  you  sell  his  skin."     But  a  very  small  portion  of 

tfcierfie  funds  was  now  in  the  Treasury ;  and  the  bill  proposed 

to  "tike  from  the  Treasury  the  money  of  the  people  of  the 

"U" lilted  States,  raised  by  taxation,  to  the  amount  of  seven 

O^  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  in  lieu 

of  the  fond  of  the  late  Mr.  Smithson,  which  was  not  in  our 

xKiwer  at  present.     The  gentleman  from   South   Carolina 

rMr.  Siiis]  said  that  this  money  waa  to  be  considered  as  if  it 

■was  in  the  Treasury  of  the   United  States.     Mr.   Adams 

-would  be  very  glad  if  he  could  so  consider  it. 

Mr.  .Sims  said,  in  the  report  which  the  gentleman  from 

Massachusetts  made  to  this  House  a  few  years  ago,  he  took 

'     identical  ground  that  this  money  ought  to  be  considered 

'     Treaaary,  and  that  Arkansas,  and  the  other  States  in 

booits  this  was  invested,  were  debtors  of  the  general 

plied,  that  if  any  report  made  by  him  three 

'"^■'"^  t^at  tins  money  was  to  be  consid- 

itiid  States,  he  would  inform 

^e  that  he  had  Imd  some 
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experience  since  that  time  that  convinced  him  very  per- 
fectly that  it  was  not  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  the  office  of  the  amendment  which  he  proposed,  to 
try  to  get  it  back  into  the  Treasury,  to  enable  the  Congress 
of  the  united  States  to  redeem  the  pledge  which  they  gave, 
by  the  acceptance  of  this  fund,  to  this  nation,  to  the  mem* 
ory  of  the  testator,  and  the  civilized  world,  that  it  should 
be  faithfully  applied  according  to  the  intentions  of  th^ 
donor.  The  money  was  not  in  the  Treasury,  and  could^ 
not,  without  a  violation  of  all  reason,  be  considered  in  it. 

The  question  whether  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 

or  the  people  of  the  United  States,  were  responsible  foi     

this  money  and  for  its  application,  according  to  the  intent 
of  the  testator,  Mr.  Adams  was  understood  to  say,  was  an« 
other  question.    If  it  were  necessary  now,  in  order  to  redeei 
the  plighted  feith  of  the  nation,  he  was  readv  to  vote  an  appro-^ 
priation  of  that  amount,  or  of  ten  times  that  amount,  to  ~ 
raised  by  a  tax  upon  the  people.    But  he  did  not  think  thi 
contingency  had  arisen,  and  especially  that  it  had  not  arise 
for  the  application  of  the  money  to  any  of  the  purposes 
proposed  m  this  bill.  • 

He  had  heard  with  great  delight  the  learned  and  ingeni  ^ 


ous  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Mabsh:^^^^] 
a  few  days  since ;  and  especially  that  portion  which  advcz 
cated  the  application  of  that  fund  ultimately  to  the  onl^. 
purpose  of  erecting  a  groat  and  magnificent  library,  inatea 
of  the  paltry  application  of  $5,000  a  year  out  of  the  moi 
than  $30,000  which  this  sum  ought  to  give  us.     There 
no  other  object  to  which  it  could  be  more  worthily  applh 
to  promote  the  object  of  the  testator. 

To  the  main  object  proposed  by  the  bill — viz :  the  appl 
cation  of  a  large  portion  of  the  fund  to  the  education  < 
teachers  of  normal  schools — Mr.  Adams  expressed  his  de- 
cided opposition.  He  .would  rather  have  the  whole  mon< 
thrown  into  the  Potomac  than  to  appropriate  one  dollar  ft 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  Adams  alluded  to  some  facts  in  the  history  of  th^^c^^w 
funds,  bowing  his  own  connection  with  it,  the  circumstanci 
under  which  it  was  received,  the  investment,  three  da; 
after  it  was  received,  of  $500,000  in  Arkansas  bonds,  ai' 
the  remainder  in  bonds  of  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Ohi< 
the  payment  by  Ohio  of  her  interest  and  the  failure  on  tl 
part  of  Arkansas  to  pay  a  cent  of  her  interest,  &c. 

Mr.  Thurman  (Mr.  Adams  yielding)  inquired  for  infc 
mation  of  Mr.  Adams  whether  this  investment  in  the  bon 
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^^^rkansas  was  made  without  any  warrant  or  authority 

r.  Adams.  The  fact  is  directly  the  reverse.     Mr.  Adams 

the  circumstances  under  which  the  legalized  invest- 

was  made.     On  a  bill  for  the  support  of  the  West 

Academy,  a  provision  was  engrafted  (he  said)  that 

fund  should  be  invested  in  State  stocks.    He  com- 


^nted  upon  the  incongruity  of  the  two  subjects  in  terms 
1:1  ich  excited  the  merriment  of  the  committee. 


next  reviewed  the  legislative  history  of  this  subject 

ng  the  four  Congresses  which  have  elapsed  since  the 

oeipt  of  the  fund  eight  years  since,  giving  a  minute  ac- 

ount  of  the  various  propositions  made  in  reports  to  both 

^ouses  of  Congress,  and  their  respective  fates — none  of 

_    lem  having  received  the  sanction  of  both  Houses.     "When 

"^t  first  came  before  Congress,  and  he  believed  this  money 

^««  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  he  was  of  opin- 

^oii    among  the  sciences  the  pursuit  of  which  was  recom- 

T^^pded  by  the  testator,  that  of  astronomy  was  the  first  to 

^J^ioli  a  portion  of  the  interest  should  be  applied. 

Iix   the  administration  of  this  fund  there  were  two  or 
u'*^^  principles  that  should  be  pursued.     One  was,  that  it 
*w^^     never  cost  the  people  of  tne  United  States  a  dollar — 
**^^t;  it  should  support  itself.     Another,  that  no  part  should 
^y^r   be  applied  to  the  ordinary  purposes  of  education  of 
^^Hdren.     He  felt  on  that  subject  something  the  feeling  of 
^^  gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Chipman,]  that  it  was 
^^Worthy  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  receive  foreign 
^^i  for  the  education  of  their  children.     It  was  their  own 
^uty  to  do  it  for  themselves,  and  not  to  depend  on  any  elee- 
mosynary bequest  for  it.     There  was  no  way  in  which  the 
States  could  more  degrade  themselves  than  by  relying  on 
foreign  aid  or  on  the  general  (jrovernment  for  the  education 
of  their  children.     He  differed  with  him  on  other  points, 
however,  and  thought  it  highly  proper  that  it  should  be  re- 
ceived  to   carry  out  the    intent  of   the   testator,  for   the 
^*  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men." 

Mr.  Sims,  of  South  Carolina,  inquired  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  the  power  under  the  Constitution  by 
which  Congress  was  authorized  to  accept  and  administer 
this  fund  ? 

Mr.  Adams.  If  the  gentleman  will  point  me  to  the  power 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  annex  Texas,  I 
will  answer  his  question. 

Mr.  Sims.  If  the  gentleman  finds  the  power  under  the 
same  clause,  it  is  certainlv  a  novel  clause  under  which  to 
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daim  it — that  which,  in  express  terms,  permits  new  States 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Adams.  I  presume  the  gentleman  considers  that  a 
ccnstnictive  power ;  and  if  so,  it  will  answer  for  what  it  is 
worth.  He  f  Mr.  Adams)  could  find  in  the  Constitution  many 
clauses  besiaes  that  authorizing  Congress  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare.  What  means  more 
efficient  to  this  end  than  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men. 

Sir.  Adams  further  opposed  the  application  proposed  by 
the  bill  under  consideration  to  the  ordinary  purposes  of  edu- 
cation, on  the  ground  of  inequality  of  the  benefits  it  would 
confer — ^the  State  of  Massachusetts,  (a  fact  of  which  he  was 
proud,)  the  State  of  New  York,  the  "Empire  State,"  and 
Virs[inia,  another  empire  State,  (to  whose  citizens  our  pres- 
ent Minister  to  Brazil,  before  he  left  the  country,  addressed 
a  letter,  calling  on  them  to  tax  themselves  for  the  education 
of   their    children — ^for  which    he    should   honor  him,  if 
he  had  never  done  anything  else  in  his  life,)  and  other 
States — having  themselves  made  provision  for  the  education 
of  their  children,  so  that  they  would  not  thank  CongresB 
for  making  this  application  of  this  fund.     The  State  of  In- 
diana, fVom  which  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Owen]  came,  who 
reported  this  bill,  had  property  enough  to  take  care  of  hetr 
own  children,  without  wasting  this  fund  for  such  a  purpose^ 

Ho  would  say  nothing  further  of  other  provisions  of  th^ 
bill.  Some  of  them  were  proper,  others  were  not.  But  an 
oxporienco  of  eight  or  ten  years,  since  we  received  this 
money,  had  shown  him,  that  whenever  distinguished  scien- 
title  men  were  called  upon  for  their  opinions,  scarcely  two 
ttgrt>ed. 

lu  addition  to  the  application  of  a  portion  of  this  fnnd  to 
the  science  of  astronomy,  there  was  another  provision  which 
ho  found,  and  which  he  was  happy  to  see  this  bill  made 
viis :  that  no  portion  of  the  fund  should  be  appropriated— 
that  it  should  be  a  perpetual  fund.  It  was  the  interest 
which  was  to  bo  applied. 

But  in  the  meantime,  while  this  delay  had  taken  place 
ho  was  delighted  that  an  astronomical  observatory— not 
perhaps  so  groat  as  it  should  have  been— had  been  smuffHed 
Into  the  number  of  the  institutions  of  the  countrv  under 
the  nuu^k  ot  a  small  depot  for  charts,  &c.  There  was  not 
one  word  about  it  in  the  law.  He  would  like  to  a^k  the 
^^^n(lelnan  trom  houth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Sims,]  where  was  the 
IH.wor  under  the  Constitution  to  make  this  appropriation  ? 

Mr.  Sims   smd,  ho   did   not  know;  but  since  the  doc 


TWESTr-NDITQ   CONaRESS,   1845-47. 


443 


liine  promulgated  by  a  distinguished  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  erecting  ligbt-hoiises  hi  the  skies,  had  grown 
Jnto  popular  favor,  he  shonld  presume  that  the  gentleman 
would  find  no  difficulty  as  to  the  question  of  power. 

Mr.  Adams  aaid  he  waa  very  glad  to  hear  that  it  had 
grown  into  popular  iavor.  The  appropriation  for  this  astro- 
Domical  observatory,  he  repeated,  had  been  clandestinely 
imuggled  into  the  law,  under  the  head  of  a  depot  for  charts, 
vhen  a  short  time  before  a  provision  bad  been  inserted  in  a 
>Ul  passed,  that  no  appropriation  should  be  applied  to  an 
iBtronomical  observatory.  lie  claimed  no  merit  for  the 
(Tection  of  the  astronomical  observatory ;  but  in  the  courso 
rf  hia  whole  life,  no  conferring  of  honor,  of  interest,  of 
iffice,  had  given  him  more  delight  than  the  belief  that  he 
lad  contributed,  in  some  small  degree,  to  produce  these 
Mronomical  observatories,  both  here  aud  elsewhere.  Ha 
ko  longer  wished  any  portion  of  this  fund  applied  to  an 
IBtroQomical  observatory. 

Nor  did  he  think  it  important  to  the  people  that  any  pro- 
risiou  of  this  bill  should  be  carried  into  effect  immediately, 
\31at  rather  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  induce  the 
itatea  to  pay  the  interest  on  their  bonds,  and  then  let  the 
Doney  be  appropriated  to  any  purpo.se  on  which  Congress 
iould  agree  more  unanimously  than  on  this  bill. 

He  noticed  among  the  objections  made,  that  against  mak- 
tog  of  this  institution  an  incorporation.  He  urged  that  it 
iras  indispensably  necessary  to  form  the  board  into  an  in- 
(orporation  ;  that  unless  it  were  done,  the  funds  would  bo 
pasted  in  five  years ;  that  there  would  bo  no  power  in  the 
DBtitution,  not  even  the  power  of  succession  ;  that  it  would 
UI  into  the  hands  of  a  joint  committee  of  Congress,  who 
iroutd  dispose  of  it  as  faction,  party  spirit,  or  caprice  should 
lictnte.  lie  scouted  the  idea  of  the  unconstitutionality  of 
he  establishment,  by  Congress,  of  the  corporations  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  as  in  contravention  of  the  uniform 
egislatioii  of  the  country,  in  the  corporation  of  colleges, 
^nevolcnt  societies,  the  National  Institute,  &c. 

In  conclusion,  believing  that  they  could  not  agree  very 
proU  on  this  bill,  and  that,  hi/  the  time  we  got  this  money  of 
Arkansas  and  the  other  States,  they  could  agree  better,  he 
lent  up  to  the  clerk's  table,  where  it  was  again  read,  the 
kmcndment  of  which  he  gave  notice  last  week. 
•  On  the  faith  (be  said)  of  observations  of  the  gentleman 
loim  Michigan,  that  Michigan  had  regularly  paid  the  in- 
preet  on  her  bonds,  he  modified  his  amendment,  by  striking 
Wt  the  word  "  Michigan,"  wherever  it  occurred  therein. 
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[Whilst  Mr.  Adams  was  speaking,  the  Speaker  resumed 
the  chair  iuformally,  ft)  receive  a  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  J.  K.  Walker, 
Esq.,  his  private  secretary,  informing  the  House  that  the 
President  had  yesterday  approved  and  signed  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  notice  to  Great  Britain,  to  annul  and  abrogate  the 
convention  of  1827  respecting  the  Oregon  territoiy. 

Mr.  Adams  remarked :  A  propitious  interruption  of  the 
few  remarks — worthless,  in  comparison — which  I  was  ad- 
dressing to  the  committee !] 

When  Mr.  Adams  had  concluded — 

Mr.  TiBBATTS  rose  to  propose  an  amendment,  which,  not 
being  at  the  moment  in  order,  was  not  presented. 

Mr.  A.  Johnson  expressed  himself  favorable  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  substitute  amendment  of  Mr.  Adams  ;  but  pro- 
posed, if  that  substitute  should  be  voted  down,  to  amend 
the  first  section  as  follows  : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  next,"  in  the  11th  line,  to 
the  word  "  be,"  in  the  14th  line,  and  insert  the  following : 

**  And  actually  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  by  the  States 
which  have  borrowed  and  used  said  fund.'' 

Mr.  Johnson  was  satisfied  (he  said)  that  a  large  majority  of 
the  House  was  opposed  to  taking  this  sum  out  of  the  Treasury, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  such  an  institution  as  was 
contemplated  by  this  bill.  It  was  true  that  the  money  had 
been  received  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  but 
if  the  Government  had  been  acting  in  good  faith,  and  had 
vested  these  funds  in  bonds  of  the  States,  and  these  States 
had  repudiated  or  refused  to  pay,  was  there  a  man  here,  who 
at  this  time  would  be  willing  to  take  this  amount  out  of  the 
pockets  of  his  constituents  for  the  erection  of  an  institution 
of  this  kind  ?  Was  this  Government  bound  to  levy  a  tax 
upon  the  people  for  such  a  purpose  ?  If  it  had  been  acting 
fairly  as  a  trustee,  if  it  had  acted  in  good  faith,  and  if  this 
fund  had  been  lost  and  destroyed,  and  not  intentionally  per- 
verted or  misapplied,  it  was  no  more  responsible  than  any 
other  trustee  under  such  circumstances  would  be. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Mr.  Johnson  and 
Mr.  Sims  of  South  Carolina,  as  to  the  legal  liability  of  trus- 
tees in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Johnson  insisted  that  there  was  neither  authority  for, 
nor  justice  in,  taking  this'sum  of  money  from  the  pockets  of 
the  peoulA  for  the  establishment  of  this  institution,  and  he 
^nkti  *tial  good  could  result  to  the.  moss 

Dual  appropriation  would  be 
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nccoseary  from  tbe  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  keep 
it  in  operation, 

Mr,  Rathbdn  said  he  knew  very  little  about  this  subject. 
He  bad  taken  very  little  pains  to  examine  the  bill  before 
tbe  committee.  He  had  read  no  reports  from  previous 
committees.  He  had  heard  what  had  been  said  in  relation 
to  tbe  project  generally.  And  there  were  a  few  tbiuga  con- 
nected with  iacts  known  to  everybody  which  would  control 
bis  vote. 

We  had  received  a  fund  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  and 
upwards,  and  bad  pledged  the  faith  of  the  Government  to 
execute  tbe  trust  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  mUl  of  the 
testator — a  solemn  pledge  in  which  every  department  of 
tlie  Government  had  united.  The  fund  was  received  for  a 
particular  and  specified  purpose — a  purpose  noble  in  its  ob- 
ject, and  desirable  to  all  men  who  had  any  regard  for  the 
welfare  of  the  human  family.  We  had  received  this  money, 
be  repeated,  to  be  applied  to  a  specific  purpose.  Had  it 
been  so  applied  ?  We  were  told  that  we  were  not  in  pos- 
session of  the  money ;  that  it  had  been  loaned  out  improp- 
erly and  iniprovideutly  to  States  that  refused  to  pay.  Were 
'We  authorized  to  loan  it  to  States,  whether  tbey  would  pay 
«r  not?  Was  it  given  to  us  to  be  loaned  out  to  any  one? 
TVas  it  not  expressly  designed  by  tlic  person  who  gave  it  to 
tbe  Government  that  it  should  be  applied  to  a  particular 
purpose,  and  none  other  ?  And  was  it  not  received  on  tbe 
condition  that  it  should  be  so  applied  ? 

Afteryielding  for  an  inquiry  to  Mr.  A.  Johnson,  Mr.  Hath- 

hurn  proceeded.     This  Government  had  misapplied  a  fund 

driven  for  a  specific  purpose;  and  when  it  was  called  upon, 

througb  a  respectable  committee,  to  appropriate  the  money 

'o  the  object  for  whith  it  was  received,  it  was  no  answer  to 

^^y^  "We  have  loancdit  out  to  the  States,  and  tbey  cannot  pay 

lis.*'     j^  would  not  answer  for  an  individual  to  say  eo — still 

osa  for  a  nation  like  ours,     Wc  were  bound  to-day,  and  we 

^**3  been  bound  every  daj-,  when  Congress  was  in  session, 

5*5"    eight  years  past,  to  appropriate  tbe   money  honestly, 

**liout  uudertaKing  to  avoid  the  just  responsibility  by  an 

j  *^Uae  which  was  one  of  our  own  creation,     Arkansas,  it 

,■    ®siid  would  not  pay,  and  some  other  States  refused  to  pay 

^    ^   interest.     That  was  a  matter  between  this  Government 

Uj  **   the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  was  no  answer  to  the  solemn 

^^ge  given  to  apply  this  money  to  a  specific  purpose. 

i    -'^lie  question  arose,  how  should  tbe  money  be  appropri- 

v^*3  ?     What  was  the  mode  best  calculated  to  produce  tbe 

'^^t  beneficial  results?     One  gentleman  wanted  a  lib: 
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another,  an  observatory ;  a  third,  common  schools ;  a  fourth, 
farming  schools ;  a  fifth,  some  other  particular  object ;  and 
among  the  number  was  that  proposed  by  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration.   For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  feel  dbposed  to 
object  to  any  plan  bearing  plausibility  on  its  fece.     He  was 
in  favor  of  expending  the  money  in  some  way,  and  upftn 
some  scheme,  faithfully  and  honestly ;  but,  above  all,  he  w/u 
in  favor  of  appropriating  and  expending  the  money,  whethfir 
the  final  result  should  be  good  or  not.     He  wished  to  J^pe 
out  the  stain  which  rested  on  the  character  of  this  Qoyera- 
ment  of  withholding  the  money  because  we  were, not  aUe 
to  discover  the  best  mode  of  expending  it.    Let  us  take  one 
step — ^let  us  do  something ;  and  if  any  blunder  should  be 
committed,  experience  would  enable  us  to  correct  it.    1b 
his  judgment,  a  library  was  the  least  plausible  of  tbe 
schemes  proposed.     The  plan  proposed  in  the  bill  was,  '^ 
his  opinion,  one  of  the  best  that  had  been  suggested. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  A.  Johnson]  Irm*^ 
asked  whether  any  gentleman  here  would  take  the  mo^^ey 
from  the  pockets  of  the  people  for  this  purpose.  He,  (^^f* 
Rathburn,]  for  one,  answered  "yes."  Let  us  take  t^^lw 
money  which  the  Government  had  taken,  and,  if  gentleic^  ^^ 
pleased,  had  squandered ;  let  us  honestly  appropriate  it^-'J^i 
expend  it  as  was  designed. 

He  represented  a  constituency  who  would  be  among  t/^^ 
last  in  the  world  to  withhold  a  fair  and  honest  expencutare 
of  the  public  mone}^  because  the  Government  representii^ 
the  people  had  misapplied  it.     He  had  no  fear  of  a  constit- 
uency worthy  to  be  represented  here,  for  doing  what  was 
honest  on  behalf  of  the  Government  and  reputable  on  be- 
half of  themselves.     We  had  had  the  gold,  as  we  had  been 
informed.     It  had  been  placed  in  the  public  Treasury.    It 
hiul  not  been  wasted  by  accident.     It  had  been  applied  un- 
der the  deliberate  action  of  thd  Government.     The  Govern- 
ment held  the  bonds.    It  might  at  some  future  day  receive 
the  money  for  them  ;  but  he  did  not  believe  in  the  propriety 
of  waiting  until,  by  "  moral  suasion,"  or  any  other  kind  of 
persuasion,  the  money  was  to  be  recovered  from  that  im- 
provident loan.     He  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  bill  in  which, 
so  fiir  as  he  understood  it,  he  could  discover  no  objection- 
able features.    It  had  been  digested  and  arranged  by  a 
committee  as  competent  in  point  of  learning,  judgment, 
and  capacity,  as  could  be  found  in  this  or  any  other  coun- 
try.    Some  confidence  must  be  placed  in  their  recommenda- 
tions, otherwise  no  action  ever  could  be  had  on  the  subject. 
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If  the  plan  had  defects,  time  would  develop  them,  and  the 
proper  remedy  could  be  applied. 

Mr.  FicKLiN  opposed  the  bill.  He  thought,  liowever, 
that  the  good  faith  of  the  Government  required  that  this 
money  should  be  considered  as  being  in  the  Treasury,  and 
that  we  could  not  excuse  ourselves  by  saying  that  the  fund 
had  been  loaned  out  to  the  States,  and  could  not  now  be 
realized. 

The  objections  which  he  entertained  to  the  bill  applied 
to  all  its  sections  ;  but  to  the  first,  his  objection  was  radical. 
He  alluded  to  the  connection  to  be  established  between  this 
institution  and  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  A  mil- 
lion of  dollars  would  be  required  to  meet  the  deficiency  in 
this  Smithsonian  bequest. 

He  was  willing  to  expend  the  money  for  a  library;  or  in 
carrying  out  the  propositions  of  a  substitute  bill  which  he 
had  prepared — in  building  a  house  and  providing  a  library, 
and  for  scientific  apparatus.  He  was  in  favor  of  any  eys- 
tera,  or  plan,  by  which  the  fuud  could  be  disconnected  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Owen  desired  to  inquire  whether  the  gentleman  pro- 
posed to  appropriate  the  principal,  or  the  interest  only? 

Mr.  FiCKLiK  said  ho  was  willing  that  the  gentleman  and 
others  who  were  the  peculiar  friends  of  the  bill,  should  take 
their  own  course  in  that  respect.  He  (M  r.  Fieklin)  was  will- 
ing to  apply  the  whole  of  the  principal,  or  a  part  of  it,  to 
keep  up  whatever  institution  might  be  adopted;  or  he  waa 
'nilling  that  the  sum  of  $500,000  should  be  loaned  to  some 
natural  or  artificial  person,  and  that  the  interest  alone 
should  be  applied.  He  was  indifforent  on  that  point.  The 
great  object  he  had  in  view  was,  ho  repeated,  the  discon- 
nection of  the  fund  from  the  public  Treasury.  He  waa  for 
any  bill  in  preference  to  this, 

Mr.  Owen.  Does  the  gentleman  understand  that  one  dol- 
lar, except  that  belonging  to  the  Smithsonian  fund,  is  ap- 
propriated by  this  bill  either  presently  or  prospectively  ? 

Mr.  FicKLiN.  The  first  section  of  the  bill  connects  the 
fund  with  the  Treasury — places  it  in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Owen,  Not  places  it  there;  it  was  placed  there  eight 
years  i^o. 

Mr.  FiCKLiN.  Exactly  80  ;  but  this  bill  recognizes  it  there 
by  law.  Then  the  interest  is  to  be  paid  upon  the  money, 
out  of  the  Treasury.  This  is  sucking  the  life-blood  from 
the  Treasury.  We  do  not  want  to  create  a  perpetual  debt 
of  interest  upon  half  a  million  of  money,  to  be  paid  whilst 
this  Government  endures.     We  want  no  such  polypus — no 
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Bnch  wen  fastened  upon  the  Government.    As  to  present 
prospective  appropriations,  I  say  that  the  machinery,  t 
paraphernalia,  connected  with  this  bill,  cannot  be  earn 
out  on  a  respectable  scale  for  less  (Mr.  Ficklin  was  und 
stood  to  say)  than  one  million  of  dollars  a  year.    It  is,  to 
sure,  provided  that  the  money  shall  not  come  out  of  t' 
Treasury  at  present ;  but  do  we  not  know  that  sabse^u^ 
Confesses  can  enlarge  the  appropriations?     Expenem. 
should  teach  us  to  guard  against  everything  of  this  kind* 

He  re^rded  the  bill  as  one  of  the  most  odious  a 
abominable  ever  presented   here.    He  would  rather  £ 
this  half  million  returned  to  the  British  court  of  chance 
he  would  rather  see  ten  millions  sunk  to  the  bottom  of  t^ 
Potomac,  or  melted,  or  destroyed,  than  see  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  TnuRMAN  said  that  he  bad  heard  it  stated  this  mo; 
ing  that  the  investment  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  in 
bonds  was  an  act  unauthorized  by  law.    Not  having  ti 
to  investigate  the  laws  himself,  he  had  privately  inquired 
a  number  of  members  whether  such  was  the  met,  but  th 
were  unable  to  inform  him.    He  had  thereupon  made  t 
inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ai 
whose  acquaintance  with  the  subject  was  so  thorou^ 
The    inquiry  was  important;  for  if  the  investment  w 
an  unauthorized  act,  it  would  not  do  for  this  Gk>vernme 
to  shield  itself  behind  the  misconduct  of  its  officer,  and 
that  the  money  is  not  in  the  Treasury.     But  if,  on  the  oth- 
hand,  the  Government  had,  in  good  faith,  invested  the  fu 
so  that  it  might  produce  interest  until  an  application  of 
should  be  made,  pursuant  to  the  design  of  the  testato* 
then  the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusett;----;;^^^^ 
that  the  money  is  not  in  the  Treasury,  is  entitled  to  gn 
weight.    For,  as  a  general  rule,  it  is  the  duty*  of  a  trus 
to  make  the  trust  fund  produce  interest ;  and  the  Qover 
ment  of  the  United  States  probably  did  right  in  directin-^ 
this  fund  to  be  invested,  and  ought  not,  as  a  matter 
course,  to  bo  held  bound  to  reimburse  it  at  any  moment  o 
a  failure  to  pay  by  those  to  whom  it  had  been  loan 
Whether  the  investments  made  were  judicious  or  otherwis 
Mr.  Thurman  did  not  know.     He  had  not  inquired,  for  i 
was  not  his  purpose  to  cast  censure  anvwhere. 

As  to  the   merits  of   the  bill   under  consideration,  h 
would  do  nothing  more  than  express  an  opinion,  withour 
going  into  finy  argument  whatever.     He  could  not  vote  foi^ 
the  bill,  unless  it  were  most  materially  changed;    He  wi 
opposed  to  the  erection  of  an  immense  institution  at  th 
city  of  Washington,  that  would  ultimately  become  a  char. 
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upou  the  Treitsurj,  uud  would  necessarily  be  partial  in  its 
opciratioos  and  benefits.  lie  was  rather  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  best  disposition  of  the  fund  that  could  be  made, 
would  be  to  invest  the  ioterest  arising  from  it  in  a  library. 
There  were  great  objections  to  this  plan,  to  be  sure.  They 
had  been  forcibly  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, [Mr,  Owen.]  But  there  was  one  great  recommenda- 
tion it  possessed  that  strongly  influenced  him.  That  was, 
that  though  it  might  not  efi'ect  the  greatest  amount  of  bene- 
fit that  could  be  produced  by  the  fund,  it  was  not  liable  to 
the  abuses  to  which  all  the  other  plans  would  probably  give 
rise.  It  would  create  no  large  body  of  oflicc  holders,  no 
patronage,  no  favoritism,  no  partial,  sectional  advantages. 

Mr.  Owen  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams.]  lie  was  very 
Borry  that  duty  devolved  upon  him.  He  had  for  that  gen- 
tleman, in  more  senses  than  one,  a  most  wholesome  respect. 
Not  only  did  he  respect  his  character  most  sincerely,  his 
acquirements,  his  long  experience,  his  iiii'  :  n-ntion,  so  accu- 
rate on  every  subject,  but  in  addition  t'  .  ].  fl  for 
faim,  as  opposed  to  him  in  ai-giuiK  uu 
respect.    If  any  one  who  ever  d<  l.„                                  .ft 

Uie  better  in  the  contest,  it  was  whilf  In;  ^ .ii^  ,i-iw 

out  of  the  House,  And  it  was  nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty 
which  induced  him  to  reply  to  the  gentleman. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  labored  more 
zealously  in  this  good  cause  than,  perhaps,  any  other  indi- 
vidual, lie  read  from  a  report  of  Mr.  Adams,  of  March, 
1840,  in  regard  to  the  application  of  these  moneys,  in  which, 
among  other  things,  it  was  declared : 

*■  It  will  be  perceivcrd  that  the  United  Sliitea  hiive  mudo  themselvca  credi- 
tor! to  the  States,  und  made  IbcmsGlv eii  rii^paneiblo  Tor  the  punetuatpaymant 
'  of  the  intofert  of  tbrao  bonds,"  &a. 

That  {said  Mr.  Owen)  was  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  in  1840;  it  was  Mr.  Owen'a  opinion 
to-day.  He  believed  it  is  the  tlnited  States  that  arc  the  cred- 
itors of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  the  other  States,  and  that 
their  faith  is  plighted  for  the  duo  administration  of  this 
fund.  And  this  included  the  question  of  time.  Delay  was 
equivalent  to  denial ;  to  say  you  will  administer  a  fund  fifty 
years  hence,  is  to  say  you  will  not  administer  it  at  all. 

But  not  only  in  1840,  but  a  much  later  date,  when  every- 
body knew  that  Arkansas  had  failed  for  three  years  to  pa}' 
her  interest,  did  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  bring 
in  a  bill — in  June,  1844, (from  which  Mr.  Owen  read) — which 
went  further  than  the  hill  now  before  the  committee,  abao- 
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lately  declaring  that  $800,000  was  now  in  the  Treasunr  of  the 
United  States,  the  interest  of  which,  heing  about  $38,000, 
more  than  this  bill  applied,  was  to  be  appropriated. 

He  alluded  to  the  objection  of  Mr.  Ficklin,  that  we  should 
doubtless  appropriate  hundreds  of  thousands  more  than  this 
sum,  if  we  now  began ;  and  said,  in  the  unwillingness  of 
members  to  appropriate  even  the  interest,  there  was  no  veiy 
great  reason  to  imagine  that  they  would  be  so  ready  to  ap- 
propriate a  larger  sum,  not  included  in  this  amount  at  au, 
over  which  the  institution  has  no  right  and  with  which  no 
connection. 

lie  was  no  lawyer,  and  would  not  argue  the  case  techni* 
cally ;  but  he  would  say,  if  there  be  any  means  of  lowering 
our  national  character  over  the  whole  civilized  world  (and 
with  so  small  a  gain  to  the  Government)  more  effectually 
than  this,'  he  did  not  know  what  it  was.  He  held  in  regard 
to  public  and  private  morals  there  is  no  difference.  The 
interest  that  had  accrued  on  this  sum  was  about  $242,000, 
(about  one-half  of  which  had  been  paid,)  or  about  one-hun- 
dredth part  of  the  annual  expenditures  and  receipts  of  the 
Government ;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  we  had  some  ten  or 
twelve  thousand  dollars  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  And  still 
we  claimed  that  we  were  relieved  of  the  obligation  for  this 
money,  because  we  had  invested  it  in  stocks,  the  interest 
of  which  was  not  paid.  *  It  was  like  a  man  with  an  annual 
income  of  $2,000,  and  in  addition  having  (say)  $1,000  de- 
posited in  bank,  who  had  loaned  to  a  wayward  or  unfortu- 
nate son  $20,  (one  hundredth  part  of  his  income,)  which  he 
had  received  in  trust  for  a  fnend ;  and  who,  one-half  of  it 
having  been  paid,  when  called  upon  for  the  return  of  that 
trust,  should  refuse  it  on  the  ground  that  one-half  of  the 
sum  had  not  been  paid  by  his  son,  to  whom,  as  trustee  of 
the  fund,  he  had  loaned  it !  No  one  would  hesitate  to  say 
that,  as  a  matter  of  common  justice  and  honesty,  he  should 
pay  this  small  amount,  even  if  the  sou  never  paid  it  to  him. 
And  what  we  ought  to  do  as  individuals,  we  ought  also  to 
do  as  public  men. 

He  would  not  follow  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
through  the  whole  course  of  his  remarks.  He  believed  the 
gentleman  admitted  that  the  Government  was  ultimately 
responsible  for  the  application  of  this  fund  according  to  the 
intention  of  the  testator.  If  it  did  happen  (which  was  not 
probable,  for  he  did  not  doubt  her)  that  Arkansas  did  not  at 
some  future  period  pay  the  interest,  we  should  be  called 
upon  to  pay  it  from  the  Treasury,  according  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts.     Now,  he  wanted  to  know  what 
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waa  the  ditferance  between  taxing  our  constituents  {as  the 
phraso  was)  then  and  now  ?  So  far  as  the  burilen  was  con- 
cerned, it  was  nothing;  so  far  as  reputation  wa9  concerned, 
it  was  evcrj'lhing.  Tlie  tirat  duty  of  a  trustee  was  to  ciirry 
into  eil'ect  the  object  of  tho  trust;  and  if  this  duty  was 
neglected,  were  we  not  hound  to  provide  at  least  against 
the  loss  of  tho  fund  ? 

In  reference  to  the  advocacy  by  Mr.  Adams  of  the  appli- 
cation of  the  fund  to  a  library,  and  to  some  remarks  of  Mr, 
Adams,  {as  llic  reporter  understood,)  that  it  was  more  in 
accordance  with  his  fancy,  Mr.  Owen  urged  that  fancy  should 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  ;  that  we  were  bound  to 
appropriate  this  fund  strictly  according  to  the  intentions  of 
the  testator,  whose  intentions  the  appropriation  of  the  prin- 
cipal portion  of  which  to  a  library,  he  argued,  could  not 
meet,  inasmuch  s^,  though  a  library  might  tend  to  the 
"  diftusion,"  it  would  not  to  the  "increase"  "of  knowl- 
edge among  men ;"  and  as  it  a  library  had  been  intended 
by  Mr.  Smithson,  he  would  undoubtedly  b  .kc  >.-\frosecd  it 

He  was  not  specially  wedded  to  tliis  riiial 

acbools,  yet  bo  confessed  he  considcni  .lor- 

tant  one  in  the  hill.     And  the  gentlem  .  Iia- 

aetts  wholly  misunderstood  him  if  be  mi|1|'.j-_ii  i.i.n  hiA 
{Mr.  Owen's)  proposition  was  to  supersede  the  State  normal 
schools.  It  was  rather  a  supplement  to  them — an  institution 
which  would  carry  them  further,  where  the  science  of  edu- 
cation should  be  improved.  And  for  this  they  had  high 
iiuthority.  lie  referred  to  Mr.  Van  Buren's  language  on 
the  subject,  from  which,  though  not  express  to  this  point 
he  considered  the  inference  fair  that  he  would  be  in  favor 
of  Buch  a  leature. 

As  to  the  disgrace  of  educating  our  children  with  foreign 
aid,  there  was  no  proposition  in  this  bill  to  educate  children, 
but  tho  teachers  of  children.  And  as  to  the  disgrace,  it 
might  be  airtd  with  equal  propriety  that  it  was  disgraceful 
to  receive  foreign  aid  for  the  founding  a  library. 

One  special  portion  of  the  duties  of  this  normal  branch 
would  be  to  call  the  attention  of  the  States  generally  to 
these  normal  schools,  and  it  might,  and  he  hoped  would,  in 
this  way,  become  the  means  of  increasing  these  schools. 

In  conclusion,  be  said  tho  practical  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Adams  would  be  to  postpone  the  matter  indef- 
initely, liis  (Mr.  OwcTi's)  opinion  coincided  much  more 
nearly  with  the  opinion  heretofore  expressed  (from  a  source 
he  respected  so  highly)  on  at  least  four  diiferent  occasions; 
and  be  hoped  that  Congress  would  no  longer  delay  to 
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appropriate  this  fund,  as  in  honor  and  justice  they  were 
bound,  so  as  to  carry  out  as  near  as  might  be  the  intentions 
of  James  Smithson. 

Mr.  E.  H.  EwiNG  dissented  from  that  part  of  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Adams  which  went  to  make  a  legislative 
promise  that  nothing  should  be  done  until  the  arrears  of 
interest  were  collected  from  the  States  in  whose  bonds  the 
funds  had  been  invested ;  and  gave  notice  of  a  motion  to- 
strike  it  out. 

He  was  not  able  to  say  that  this  Government  had  per- 
formed in  a  proper  manner  the  duties  of  trustee,  and  with 
proper  precaution  invested  these  funds.  Clearly,  if  this  in- 
vestment had  thus  been  made,  and  the  duties  of  trustee 
faithfully  performed,  the  Government  could  not  be  held  to 
assume  the  debt,  and  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  tes- 
tator. 

He  could  not  agree  with  Mr.  Sims  that  this  fund  could 
ever  be  replaced  in  the  chancery  of  England.  This  Gov- 
ernment was  now  a  trustee  in  regard  to  this  fund.  By  its 
acceptance  of  it,  it  had  obligated  itself  to  make  a  disposal 
of  it  according  to  the  intentions  of  the  testator,  and  was 
incapable  of  divesting  itself  of  it. 

If  it  had  been  properly  invested,  as  a  trustee  should  in-^ 
vest  it,  the  Government  was  not  bound,  for  the  sake  o 
keeping  up  its   name,  to   make  an  appropriation  of  t 
money  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  support 
this  cnarity,  or  any  other.     The  question  was,  whether  t 
investment  had  been  made  in  good  faith — whether  at  t^, 
time  there  was  a  reasonable  probability  that  it  would  be   ~^ 
turned,  or  the  interest  on  it  paid  regularly. 

That  question  he  was  not  able  now  to  determine,  an 
presumed  this  was  the  case  with  other  members  of 
House.     Hence,  in  the  absence  from  the  Treasury  of 
fund,  he  was  willing  to  postpone  action  on  the  subject 
the  present. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  had,  he  said,  a  few  words  to  say. 

fard  to  the  purposes  of  this  bequest,  and  the  obligatio 
uty  of  the  United  States  to  carry  them  into  effect,  he 
with  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
the  bill.     Both  had  the  same  object  in  view.     In  re 
the  mode  of  reaching  the  object,  he  did  not  agree 
gentleman.     He  regretted  this  difference  of  opini 
m  all  the  public  discussions  of  this  question,  b 
persons  had  been  found  to  agree,     if  he  . 
honorable  chairman,  the  b*^ 
fered  from  all  who  had  p 
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this  Bobject.  ThiB  bill  was  entirely  different  from  any  that 
had  been  reported  heretofore.  The  chairman  had  done  him 
the  honor  to  refer  to  hia  (Mr.  Adams')  former  views  on  this 
Bubject,  but  did  not  propose  to  oarry  them  out.  It  was  im- 
portant to  the  argument  to  consider  how  the  fund  was 
expended.  He  admitted  that  at  the  time  when  the  fund 
was  invested  in  Arkansas  stocks,  those  stocks  were  at  par, 
as  were  all  the  State  stocks.  The  banks  afterwards  sus- 
pended, and  not  only  the  Arkansas  stocks, but  all  the  State 
stocks  depreciated.  The  iutercst  on  these  bonds  was  not 
paid,  and  it  was  the  same  case  with  the  bonds  of  other 
States.  He  entertained  and  cherished  the  hope  that,  by 
means  of  what  ho  called  moral  suasion — by  considera- 
tions of  jastice  between  State  and  State,  and  man  and 
man — the  people  of  Arkansas,  having  this  subject  presented 
to  them  year  after  year  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  would,  for  the  sake  of  their  own  honor  and  interests, 
pay  the  debt.  He  had  that  faith.  Mr.  Adams  went  on  to 
explain  the  provisions  of  his  substitute  for  the  bill.  He  pro- 
posed that  no  appropriation  for  the  purposes  of  this  institu- 
tion should  be  made  a  tax  on  the  people  of  the  United 
■States.  Should  this  be  agreed  to,  and  become  a  part  of  the 
-act,  he  believed  that  it  would  be  more  effectual  in  persuad- 
ing the  people  of  Arkansas  to  pay  this  money,  than  would 
T)e  the  thunder  of  the  line-of-battle  ships  with  which  we 
lave  been  lately  threatened  in  the  British  Parliament.  No 
.application  of  force  was  proposed  by  him.  lie  would  apeak 
-to  them  only  as  friends  to  Iriends.  He  would  say  to  tnora, 
■■wo  would  not  tax  our  own  people  to  pay  the  sum  for  which 
^^fou  are  indebted — which  you  ought  to  pay — and  which  you 
"-^aii  pay  almost  without  feeling  it. 

Mr.  Yell  said,  with  the  leave  of  the  honorable  gontle- 
^■nan,  be  would  make  some  explanations.  The  remarks  of 
"^be  gentleman  left  it  to  be  understood  that  the  interest  of 
■    '     Arkansas  bonds  had  not  been  paid,  and  that  the  State 

-    -. not  disposed  to  pay  its  debts.     He  wished  to  let  the 

I3Iouse  know  the  state  of  this  matter.  Half  a  million  of 
State  bonds  were  (in  1838)  sold,  and  the  proceeds  invested 
n  the  Real  Estate  Bank  of  Arkansas,  The  bonds  invested 
^^rere  to  be  paid  in  twenty-five  yeara.  To  secure  them,  was 
iledged  the  bank  capital  of  a  million  and  a  half,  and  real 
(State  which  had  been  valued  at  three  millions.  In  addition 
:o  this,  the  State  took  the  bills  receivable  and  the  asseta  of 
.he  bank.  The  State  nt  length  saw  Its  error,  and  the  whole 
country  bad  opened  its  eyes  to  the  evils  of  such  a  aystsm. 
*Tlie  State  acted  as  honestly  as  the  nature  of  the 
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admit.  It  wound  up  the  bank,  and  determined  to  pay — 
first,  the  outstanding  notes,  and  second  the  special  deposits. 
All  these  had  been  paid.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
which  the  bonds  were  given,  he  had  no  doubt  that  they 
would  be  paid  ;  and  if  the  assets  of  the  bank  were  insuffi- 
cient, the  State  would  pay  them. 

Mr.  Yell  also  showed,  from  an  official  document,  that  about 
ninety  thousand  dollars  had  been  paid  towards  the  interest 
on  these  Arkansas  bonds.     lie  went  on  to  show  that  the 
State  of  Arkansas  had  been  greatly  misused  by  the  general 
Government.     The  distribution  act  passed  in  1841.     He,  as 
the  Executive  of  Arkansas,  recommended  to  the  Le^sla- 
ture  not  to  accept  the  share  of  that  State.     That  bodv, 
though  one-third  of  them  were  good  Whigs,  unanimously 
refused  to  accept  it.     But  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
credited  the  sum,  not  to  Arkansas,  but  to  the  bank.     Tla< 
bank  received  it,  and  there  it  remained.     When  Arkans: 
came  into  the  Union,  five  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  Ian     _ 
sold  in   her  limits  were  given  to  the   State.     Till  184t  — 
the  sum  was  promptly  paid.     After  that  time,  the  Qovet" 
ment  retained  the  amount.     He  argued  that  they  had  :acm  o 
more  right  to  take  it  than  they  had  to  take  the  lands  ^^^^ 
apart  for  the  support  of  schools.     When  the  Governm^  «^  ^ 
was  disposed  to  do  justice  to  Arkansas,  the  people  of  th»^^ 
State  would  be  better  enabled  to  meet  their  obliffation^" 
The  assets  of  the  bank  were  equal  to  the  payment  of  all  tb^^ 
debts. 

He  would  not,  however,  pledge  his  State  to  pay  for  th^ 
default  of  the  bank.     When  the  bonds  had  become  due, 
and  the  bank  was  found  unable  to  pay  them,  then  the  State 
might  be  called  upon. 

Mr.  Adams  said  the  United  States  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  bank.  The  Stjite  of  Arkansas  gave  bonds  for  the 
money,  and  they  were  in  the  Treasury  now.  The  money 
was  paid  to  an  agent,  and  the  United  States  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  investment  of  the  money. 

Mr.  Yell  said  the  State  of  Arkansas  made  a  bank.  Tliey 
issued  bonds  and  invested  them  in  the  Real  Estate  Bank» 

Mr.  Adams.  Sir,  I  had  heard  before  that  the  State  of 
Arkansas  never  received  any  benefit  from  this  money.  But 
it  was  paid  to  their  authorized  agents.  It  was  received  in 
the  name  of  the  State,  and  not  of  the  bank.  As  to  the 
argument  that  the  money  was  invested  in  the  bank,  and  the 
bank  was  broken,  he  would  leave  that  to  such  operation  as 
it  might  have  upon  this  committee,  and  let  it  go  for  what  it 
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had  failed,  would  the  Government  be  bound  to  make  good 
the  fund  ? 

Mr.  Rathbun  had  no  objection  to  answer,  as  he  said ;  and, 
as  a  lawyer  he  would  say,  that  a  trustee  investing  money  in 
execution  of  a  trust,  and  in  ^ood  faith,  would  not  be  boond 
to  return  it  if  it  should  be  lost.  But  a  Government  pro- 
fessing to  be  the  first  in  the  world,  ought  not,  in  his  opinion, 
to  avail  itself  of  a  legal  and  technical  excuse,  but  should 
proceed  to  see  the  trust  faithfully  executed. 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson  contended  that  the  same  moral 
reasons  applied  in  both  cases.     The  bill  itself,  he  proceeded 
to  show,  did  not  hold  the  Government  to  be  responsible,  it 
it  acted  in  good  faith ;  for  it  provided  that  all  the  invest- 
ments on  account  of  the  fund  be  pledged  to  refund  th^ 
money  to  the  Treasury.     This  proved  that  the  biU  did  ao^ 
appropriate  money  in  the  Treasury,  and  it  was  not  boan.^ 
for  the  money.  _ 

There  was  something  a  little  farcical  and  amusing  in  t^k^^^ 
system  of  normal  instruction,  which  was  to  provide  t^t^^ 


country  with  school  teachers.     He  would  like  to  see  a  joix'C^g 
man,  educated  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution',  and  >*««"'-=*-fc* 


up  in  all  the  extravagance,  folly,  aristocracy,  and  corroptra.^^*^ 
or  Washington,  go  out  into  the  country  to  teach  the  iifc*^^® 
boys  and  girls  to  read  and  write !  Those  young  men,  ^^ 
educated,  would  steal,  or  play  the  little  pettifogger,  soo«^»-  ^^ 
than  become  teachers.  Xinety-nine  out  of  a  hundred.  Pj 
those  who  received  the  benefit  of  this  institution  wo*^^-^^ 
hang  about  a  law  office — ^get  a  license — ^become  a  paclc^  ^ 
drones,  instead  of  schoolmasters.  Washington  city  was  ^^^^^  ?\ 
a  place  for  such  an  institution.  He  believed  that  it  wo^^^-^ 
result  in  an  injury  to  the  country  instead  of  a  benefit. 

Mr.  Owen  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  aware  that  the 
of  Mr.  Smithson  designated  Washington  city  as  the  pi 
for  the  ostablishmont  of  the  institution  ? 

Mr.  A.  Johnson  objected,  he  said,  to  the  entire  scbem 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis  asked  whether  the  gentleman  wo 
send  the  mouov  buck  to  the  court  of  chancery  ? 

Mr.  A.  Johnson  replied  that  he  objected' to  the  wh 
principle  of  the  me:^ure,  and  that  he  would  send  the  mo 
back  to  the  source  from  whence  it  came. 

Mr.  Jeffkrsv^n  Davis  followed,  with  some  remarks  in  s 
port  of  the  mojisuro.     The  Government  was  boand, 
solemnly  aoov^pting  the  trusty  to  execute  it  faithfully. 

Mr.  Ukli.  spoke" on  the  saine  side  of  the  question.    It 
oiijht  yoan?  siu^v  the  Uniie\l  States  (he  said)  had  aocep 
th^i^  trust>  which  was  one  of  a  delicate  and  important  cb> 
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acter.  The  question  was,  in  wliat  manner  the  trust  should 
be  diBchargea.  He  held  that  the  Uuitcd  States  was  respon- 
Bible  for  the  fund,  and  ought  to  appropriate  it  for  its  object. 
He  hoped  that  Arkansas  would  one  day  pay  tbo  money,  but 
be  feared  it  would  be  a  distant  day.  It  was  neccssarj?  to 
act  now.  He  did  not  wholly  approve  of  the  bill  reported, 
but  he  would  take  it  ratlier  than  do  nothing. 

Mr,  Hough  sent  to  the  Chair  a  substitute  for  the  bill, 
■which  he  gave  notice  he  would  offer;  and  it  was  read. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  (and  under  the  operation  of 
the  previous  question,)  a  resolution  was  adopted,  providing 
that  all  debate  on  this  hill  (in  committee)  Bhould  cease  In 
one  hour  after  it  shall  again  have  been  taken  up. 

HoDSB  OF  Representatives,  April  29,  1846. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKay,  the  House  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Bdrt,  of  South  Carolina,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men. 

The  amendment  given  notice  by  Mr.  A.  Johnson  last 
evening,  was  read,  at  the  request  of  several  members. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  Owen  and  others. 

Mr.  Hamlin  brletly  addressed  the  committee.  He  re- 
garded this  fund  us  one  which  had  been  received  by  the 
Qovenimeiit  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  Mr.  Smithson, 
to  which,  by  their  acceptance,  they  bad  solemnly  bound 
themselves. 

He  alluded  to  the  difficulty — nay,  the  impossibility — of 
aoj"  select  committee  agreeing  upon  a  plan  which  in  all  its 
details  should  be  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  all.  Kot- 
withstanding  this,  be  trusted  we  should  not  let  this  oppor- 
tunity go  by  to  make  a  commencement  in  this  matter.  Ho 
had  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  the  full  and  unqualified  power 
of  this  Government  to  take  charge  of  this  money  and  give 
it  the  direction  required  by  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson. 

While  there  were  features  in  the  bill  with  which  he  was 
not  entirely  pleased,  he  should  vote  for  tbe  bill  in  case  it 
was  not  amended.  But  there  were  some  amendmenta  to 
the  bill  of  thegentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Owkn]  to  which 
he  would  fain  hope  that  gentleman  himself  would  lend  a 
favorable  ear.  One  related  to  the  appropriation  of  a  part 
of  it  to  the  science  of  agriculture.  He  referred  to  the  gen- 
I  cral  and  deplorable  want  of  information  of  the  components 
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of  the  soil,  the  proper  mode  of  treating  it,  the  proper  adap- 
tation of  crops  to  difterent  soils,  &c.,  and  said  he  wished  to 
see  connected  with  this  institution  a  department  of  agrical- 
tural  chemistry,  and  a  professor  of  agriculture  proper. 

Mr.  Owen  (Mr.  Hamlin  yielding)  explained  that  there  wag 
an  express  provision  of  the  bill  to  appoint  professors  of  api- 
culture, and  there  was  also  another  by  which  such  proted> 
sors  of  more  useful  arts  and  sciences  were  to  be  appointed, 
which  would  undoubtedly  include  a  professor  of  chemistry, 
part  of  whose  duties  it  would  be  to  lecture  on  the  applica> 
tion  of  chemistry  to  agriculture. 

Mr.  IIamlin  was  aware  of  this ;  but  it  should  be  more 
specifically  provided  for. 

He  noticed  one  or  two  features  of  the  bill,  and  suggested 
one  or  two  modifications  he  would  like  to  see  made ;  but, 
if  it  could  not  be  amended,  he  urged  its  passage  without 
further  delay  as  a  matter  of  good  faith,  common  honesty, 
and  one  promising  important  benefits  to  the  people  and  tne 
nation.  He  considered  the  monej'  in  the  Treasury,  and  the 
United  States  responsible  for  the  investment  of  the  fund 
according  to  the  intentions  of  the  testator. 

Mr.  Wood  desired  to  say  a  very  few  words  upon  the  bill. 
Much  had  been  said  about  national  honor  during  this  ses- 
sion on  this  floor ;  but  if  there  ever  was  a  point  in  which 
the  national  honor  was  concerned,  it  was  in  carrying  oat  the 
intentions  of  the  testator  in  his  bequest.     For  my  own  part, 
I  consider  it  an  honor  to  mj-  country  that  the  subject  of  a 
monarchical  government  should  have  selected  this  as  the 
instrument  of  his  expansive  benevolence.     The  bill,  how- 
ever, before  us  was,  in  his  opinion,  defective  in  some  of  its 
provisions.     I  refer  particularlv  to  that  section  which  con- 
templates a  normal  school,     \rhen  this  subject  was  firsts 
mooted,  this  part  of  the  bill  struck  him  favorably ;  but^ 
upon  more  mature  reflection,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that   this   clause    was  objectionable.      Normal   instructioiB. 
could  only  be  done,  and  well  done,  in  the  respective  Stat^s^ 
among  several  of  which  it  had  already  been  commenced ;: 
and  besides,  sir,  I  should  deprecate  that  kind  of  educatioa 
that  should  flow  down  from  this  place  among  the  people. 
He  res|K>ndod  with  all  his  heart  to  the  remarks  made  by  th© 
honorable  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Hamlin,]  in  relation 
to  agricultural  instruction.     He  would  do  all  he  coald  to 
incr^nise  and  difluse  useful  knowledge  among  the  masses, 
but  this  could  not,  and  would  not  be  attained  by  such  edu- 
cation as  would  be  obtained  here,  or  by  collecting  at  this 
point  a  splendid  library.     The  latter  might,  and  unqaestion- 
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ably  would,  benefit  those  already  learned,  but  not  the  people. 
"With  tbe  view  of  attaining  that  object,  he  should  offor  an 
amendment,  which  ho  would  ask  the  clerk  to  read.  [The 
cierk  here  read  the  amendment,  which  will  bo  fouua,  as 
offered,  at  a  subsetjuent  stage  of  the  proccedinffe.]  He  had 
hastily  glanced  at  a  substitute  ofFerea  by  his  colleague,  [(Jr. 
HotiaH,]  just  laid  on  hia  table,  and  which  he  thought  was 
less  objectionable"  than  the  original  bill.  Yet,  sir,  i  feel,  in 
common  with  others,  what  ia  due  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Owen,]  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, for  his  exertions  in  this  matter,  and  know  how  diffi- 
cult it  is  to  frame  a  bill  to  meet  the  views  of  all ;  but 
difficult  as  it  mi^ht  be,  it  was  no  reason  why  a  beginning 
eh'iuld  not  be  made  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  testa- 
tor. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Sims  offered  a  substitute  for  the  bill ;  which 

was  i-ead. 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  an  amendment,  providing  for  the 

publication  and  distribution  of  books  for  the  instruction  of 

tbe  hhnd  ;  which  was  read.     lie  would  say  nothing  in  tavor 

of  the  amendment,  just  read,  for  it  would  he  a  libel  on  the 

fiouse  to  suppose  tbat  any  argument  in  favor  of  it  would  be 

required.     lie  took  it  for  granted  that  the  committee  would 

now  act  on  tbis  subject,  and  he  could  not  believe  that  the 

proposition   of   the   gentleman    from    Massachusetta   [Mr. 

-A-OAas]  would  receive  tbe  sanction  of  the  committee.    In 

tliG  face  of  the  world  wo  had  assumed  this  trust.     Wo  had 

taken    the   money   under   the   will   of   this    distinguished 

stranger,  but  we  had  delayed,  for  a  long  time,  the  execution 

°^    the  trust.     He  hopetl  the  faith  of  the  United  States 

W'oultX  not  be  allowed  to  suffer  any  injury  iu  the  eyes  of  the 

^Ofltl,  by  longer  delay  of  action  on  the  subject.     There 

*^*"0   eome  portions  of  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 

ia  iv^iich  he  would  like  to  see  altered.     While  he  had  no 

.r"*®titutional  scruples  himself  as  to  the  incorporation  of 

?     i  nstitution,  yet  he  would  be  willing,  in  courtesy  to  tho 

fo  "*^*^°  of  others,  to  strike  out  that  provision  from  the  bill, 

^lT  ^l  I  its  ends  could  be  accomplished  without  it.     lie  urged 


(,  J     *^Ciraraittee  not  to  delay  action,  because  there 

(  1  '*"    and  amend  the  act,  and  it  was  now  necessary  only  to 


alt. 


^    in  each  step  before  fhera.     Congress  had  power  to 


ti^     -  The  initiatory  step.     The  form  could  be  altered  from 

[y     *-*  to  time,  RO  as  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  testa- 

^^  The  objections  urged  to  a  normal  school  were  not 

jjj      ^  founded.    It  would  send  abroad  a  number  of  educated 

**■  ;  and  was  not  education  the  richest  boon  that  could  be 
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conferred  on  the  country  next  to  the  preservation  of  lib 
crty.  Our  institutions  were  dependent  upon  intelligeDe< 
and  reason ;  and  no  matter  what  profession  the  young  mer 
educated  at  this  school  should  adopt,  they  would  add  tc 
the  stock  of  knowledge,  and  diffuse  it  among  men. 

Mr.  Wick  said,  that  some  opinions  had  been  expressed  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  whicn  he  could  not  suffer  to  pasfi 
uncontradicted.  He  alluded  to  the  opinions  on  the  subject 
of  the  doctrine  of  trust.  It  was  alleged  that  all  which  the 
Government  was  respoiisible  for,  was  the  stocks  in  which 
the  fund  had  been  invested.  This  fund  was  intrusted  to 
our  charge,  and  it  was  important  that  the  honor  of  the 
country  should  be  sustained  by  its  faithful  execution.  Hes 
totally  dissented,  as  a  lawyer,  from  the  doctrines  which  had 
been  advanced.  A  trustee  in  ordinary  cases  was  not  bound, 
if  he  was  authorized  to  use  his  discretion,  as  to  the  mode  or 
investing  the  fund  intrusted  to  him.  But  the  Qove^nmen^ 
of  the  United  States  had  no  such  discretion  in  this  case^ 
There  was  no  power  given  by  the  will  of  Smithson  toinve8^J 
the  money  in  any  special  manner,  and  the  Government  inj 
vested  it  at  its  own  hazard. 

If,  of  his  own  accord,  and  without  authority,  a  trustee 
made  an  investment,  he  was  responsible  for  it.  Thus  th^ 
United  States  stood  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  to  thir 
extent  they  were  responsible,  if  at  all.  If  his  wishes  haa 
been  consulted,  the  burden  of  this  trust  would  never  hav^ 
been  accepted  by  the  Government.  But  we  did  accept  tha 
trust,  and  the  national  faith  would  be  tarnished  should  it  not 
be  executed.  Had  he  been  here  at  the  time  he  would  have 
voted  against  it.  He  knew  that  the  Government  had  noi 
constitutional  power  to  establish  a  college  of  itself.  The- 
power  was  not  granted  in  the  Constitution ;  but  it  might  be 
admitted  that  the  Government  had  the  power  to  accept  a 
trust  for  the  purpose.  He  had  always  advocated  a  strict 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  but  he  believed  that  the 
Government  might  accept  the  trust.  We  had  accepted  the 
trust,  and  it  was  our  duty  to  execute  it. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Sims  made  some  remarks  on  the  constitutional 
question. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones  asked  whether,  if  the  money  should  be 
given  by  will  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  the 
Government  would  be  bound  to  execute  the  trust,  or  have 
power  to  accept  it  ? 

Mr.  Wick  replied  that  he  would  vote  against  the  accept- 
iince  of  such  a  trust. 

Mr.  Wasuington  Hunt  entirely  concurred  with  the  gen- 


st:- 
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tleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Wick]  in  hie  view  of  this  subject. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  a  reproach  to  the  Govern* 
xaent  to  delay  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  this  trust. 

The  committee  proceeded  to  vote. 

The  first  question  was  on  the  following  amendment  of 
^  icj       Mr.  Andrew  Johnson  to  the  first  section  : 

"Strike  out  all  after  the  word  *  next'  in  the  11th  line,  to  the  word  *  be/ 
'a  the  14th  line^nd  insert  the  following :    'And  actually  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  by  the  States  which  have  borrowed  and  used 
•aid  fund.'" 

Afr.  OwBN  inquired  of  the  mover  of  the  amendment 

^^hether,  if  this  amendment  was  carried,  it  would  apply  to 

^^J^  moneys  that  have  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the 

CTaited  States  as  interest  and  have  been  re-invested  in  State 

«<»ck8  ? 

iO"©  answer  being  returned, 

^Ir.  O.  said  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  prevail. 
^  The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected 
i'tiliout  a  division. 
The  second  section  being  under  consideration, 
^^Ir.  TiBBATTS  moved  the  amendment  of  which  notice  had 
viously  been  given,  to  strike  out  the  words  providing 
t  the  board  of  managers  "  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  con- 
futed a  board  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  style  and  title 
the  *  Smithsonian  Institution,'  with  perpetual  succession, 
the  usual  powers,  duties,  and  liabilities  incident  to  cor^ 
ations" 
The  question  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
xnative — ayes  70,  noes  44. 
So  these  words  were  stricken  out. 

^r.  Owen  moved  to  insert  after  the  word  "  managers.'' 
lieu  of  the  words  stricken  out,)  the  words  "  and  the  said 
^'tution  shall  be  known  by  the  style  and  title  of  the 
'^ithsonian  Institution." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
I'he  fourth  section  being  under  consideration, 
Mr.  Owen  moved  an  amendment,  (which  he  stated  to  be 
^cessary#in  consequence  of  the  previous  amendment  strik- 
'^S   out  the  clause  constituting  a  corporation,)  to  insert,  at 
^  44th  line,  the  words  : 


*« 


l;;^^        -^nd  all  questions  which  may  arise  between  the  United  States  and  any 
^^^^on  claiming  under  and  by  virtue  of  any  such  contract,  shall  be  heard 
^    determined  by  said  board  of  managers." 

IX^he  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to» 
-^Ir.  Owen  also  moved  to  insert,  at  the  10th  Tine,  the 
"^^ds : 
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"  And  all  prosecutions  for  trespass  on  said  property,  and  all  civil  saits  i 
behalf  of  said  institution,  shall  be  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  Unite 
States  in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction  of  the  same. 

Agreed  to — ayes  61,  noes  not  counted. 

The  fifth  section  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  J.  B 
Ingersoll  moved  an  amendment  to  insert  at  the  2lBt  lin 
these  words : 

'*  Which  collection  shall  be  denominated  the  National  Museum.  And  i 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  National  Institute  to  deposit  its  collections  in  sai* 
museum,  [in  consideration  whereof  said  institute  shall  have  the  right  t 
appoint  a  curator  to  said  museum,  with  such  compensation  as  the  manager 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  assign ;]  and  the  said  National  Inati 
tute  shall  have  a  right  to  hold  its  meetings  in  the  buildings  of  the  Smith 
sonian  Institution,  in  any  room  which  shall  be  assigned  for  such  parpo« 
by  the  managers  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.'' 

Mr.  TiBBATTS  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  words  in  brackets. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  original  amendment  oi 
Mr.  Ingersoll,  was  decided  in  the  aflirmative — ayes  67 
noes  50. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Broaduead  moved  an  amendment  to  the  fiftih  section 
(which  provides  for  suitable  arrangements  for  the  receptioi 
of  ail  objects  of  art,  and  of  foreign  and  curious  researcfai 
of  natural  history,  of  plants,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  Unite* 
States,  ''  which  may  be  in  the  city  of  Washington,")  to  iir 
sert,  after  the  word  "  Washington,"  the  words,  "  or  else 
where." 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The -seventh  section  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Haim 
LIN  moved  to  insert,  after  the  word  "  arts,"  in  the  provision 
for  the  appointment  of  professor  of  common  school  instrup 
tion,  with  such  others  "  chiefly  of  the  more  useful  science 
and  arts,"  the  words  "  especially  chemistry  as  applied  t: 
agriculture."     Rejected. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  strike  out  the  following: 

'*  Skc.  7.  And  whereas  the  most  efFectual  mode  of  promoting  the  gener' 
diffusion  of  knowledge  is  by  judiciously  conducted  common  schools,  to  ttf 
establishment  of  which  throughout  the  Union  much  aid  will  be  afforded  fc 
improving  and  perfecting  the  common  school  system  of  the  country,  acr 
by  elevating  the  standard  of  qualification  for  common  school  teachers- 
and  whereas  knowledge  may  be  essentially  increased  among  men  by  ins^ 
tating  scientific  researches,  and,  generally,  by  spreading  among  the  peopc 
H  taste  for  science  and  the  arts — 

"  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  board  of  managers  shall  establish  a  ncz 
mal  branch  of  the  institution,  by  appointing  some  suitable  person  as  pr-" 
fessor  of  common  school  instruction,  with   such  other  professors,  chiefly 
the  more  useful  sciences  and  arts,  as  may  bo  necessary  for  such  a  thoroupff: 
scientific  and  liberal  course  of  instruction  as  may  bo  adapted  to  qual^ 
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g  persons  as  teachers  of  common  schools,  and  to  give  to  others  a  knowl- 

fr  01  an  improved  common  school  system ;  and  also,  when  desired,  to 

Ify  students  as  teachers  or  professors  of  the  more  important  branches 

UitbX  science.    And  the  board  of  managers  may  authorize  the  professors 

e  institution  to  grant  to  such  of  its  students  as  may  desire  it,  after 

ble  examination,  certificates  of  qualification  as  common  school  teachers  ; 

also  as  teachers  or  professors  in  the  various  branches  of  science ;  they 

also  employ  able  men  to  lecture  upon  useful  subjects,  and  shall  fix  the 

jpensation  of  such  lecturers  and  professors.'' 


question  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the 
Tmative — ayes  72,  noes  42. 
o  the  words  were  stricken  out, 
I  /rhe  section,  as  amended,  stands  in  the  following  form : 

*   .Be  U  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  not  be  established  in  connection 

1  the  institution,  any  school  of  law,  or  medicine,  or  divinity,  nor  any 

^esflorship  of  ancient  languages.    And  the  said  managers  shall  make, 

the  interest  of  said  fund,  an  appropriation,  not  exceeding  an  average 

1  thousand  dollars  annually,  for  the  gradual  formation  of  a  library, 

posed  of  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all  departments  of  human  knowl- 


Section   eight  being  under    consideration,    Mr.    Owen 
oved  an  amendment  to  add  at  its  close  an  amendment, 
Ixich  after  various  modifications,  assumed  the  following 


And  the  said  board  of  managers  shall  appoint  such  professors  of  the 
B  useful  sciences  and  arts  as  may  be  necessary  tor  a  thorough,  scientific, 
liberal  course  of  instruction ;  they  may  also  employ  able  men  to  lecture 
n  useful  subjects,  and  shall  fix  the  compensation  of  such  lecturers  and 
CesiOrs :  Prtmded^  That  the  expenditure  on  account  of  the  institution 
^^1  at  no  time  exceed  the  interest  of  the  fund.'' 

^Bdr.  Boyd  and  Mr.  Adams  respectively  raised  the  point  of 
^*^er  against  this  amendment,  on  the  ground  of  identity 
^  <;h  the  words  stricken  out  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Adams. 
The  Chairman  overruled  the  point  of  order ;  thus  decid- 
.&  the  amendment  in  order. 
TThe  question  was  taken,  and,  after  some  delay  for  want 
a  quorum,  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  42,  noes  77. 
Bo  the  motion  was  rejected. 

IMr.  Adams  moved  to  strike  out  the  ninth  section,  in  the 
^^rds  following,  (which  he  said  were  now  rendered  useless 
the  amendments  previously  made :) 


.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  board  of  managers  shall 
make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  admission  of  students  into  the  various 
'^Mirtments  of  the  institution,  and  their  conduct  and  deportment  while 
remain  therein  :  Provided^  That  all  instruction  in  said  institution  shall 
gratuitous  to  those  students  who  conform  to  such  rules  and  regulations." 

The  question  heing  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  Ihe  section  was  stricken  out. 

The  tenth  section  heing  under  consideration,  Mr.  Giles 
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moved  an  amendment,  to  add  at  the  end  thereof  the  follow- 
ing: 

**  And  ghall  cause  to  be  published  from  time  to  time  books  in  railed  chtno- 
ters  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  to  be  distributed  by  the  said  board  of 
managers,  among  the  different  State  institutions  for  the  edacation  of  tlM 
blind." 

The  question  being  taken  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  an  amendment,  to  insert  in  the  4th 
line  of  10th  section  the  word  "  useful,"  and  strike  out  the 
11th,  12th,  and  13th  lines. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  wa?  rejected. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  strike  out  the  10th  section,  (in  order 
to  conform  to  previous  amendments.) 

The  question  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  aflBrmativc* 
ayes  68,  noes  57. 

So  the  section  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  an  amendment,  to  add  as  a  new  sectia^' 
between  the  10th  and  11th  sections,  the  following: 

^^And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  of  $20,000  of  the  interest  of  «^-^ 
fund  bo,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated  annually  for  the  purchase  or  poblic:^^ 
tion  of  a  library  for  the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge,  to  be  seleeled  ^^^ 
published  under  the  direction  of  the  said  board  of  managers,  which  sbw 
include  the  best  elementary  pcmular  works  upon  the  history,  geograph. 
and  statistics  of  the  United  States ;  upon  botany,  mineralogy,  geolo^ 
agriculture,  agricultural  chemistry,  mechanics,  and  physiology ;  andwhi 
said  library  shall  be  distributed  among  the  several  States  and  Territori 
in  the  ratio  of  their  representation,  and  be  forwarded  to  the  several  Go^ 
ernors  of  said  States  and  Territories,  to  be  distributed  amone  the  peop 
thereof  in  such  a  manner  as  their  respective  legislatures  shall  determin 
and  shall  most  tend  to  increase  and  dimise  knowledge.'' 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis  moved  an  amendment,  to  add 
the  close  of  the  last  section  the  following  proviso : 

^*^ And  provided  further,  That  no  appropriation  shall  be  made  for  the 
vancemcnt  of  this  institution  except  ^om  moneys  which  properly  belong 
the  Smithsonian  fund." 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  McClernand  gave  notice  of  a  substitute  whicii 
intended  to  ofter,  when  in  order,  (which  was  read  for  info 
mation.) 

Mr.  G.  W.  Jones  moved  a  further  proviso  at  the  end 
the  bill,  as  follows: 


**  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to ^ 

in  any  manner  whatever,  said  Smithsonian  Institution  with  any  other  ifl'^'*'" 
tution  or  society  whatever." 

Rejected. 

The  bill  having  now  been  gone  through  with,  the  qu^^ 
tion  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Q.  W.  Jones^  ^ 
strike  out  all  of  the  bill  after  the  word  "  be,"  in  the  6th  U«^®' 
1st  section,  and  insert: 
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**  Paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  heirs-at-law  or  next  of  kin 

residuary  l^atee  of  the  said  James  timithson,  or  their  authorized  agents, 

henever  they  shall  demand  the  same :  Provided^  That  the  Secretary  of 

o  Treasury  shall,  in  paying  over  said  money  as  herein  directed,  deliver 

said  heirs  all  State  bonds  or  other  stccks  of  every  kind,  which  have  been 

mirchased  with  said  money  or  any  part  thereof,  in  lieu  of  so  much  of  said 

oney  as  shall  have  been  so  invested  in  State  bonds  or  other  stocks,  and  the 

ilance  of  said  sum  of  money,  if  any,  not  so  invested,  shall  be  paid  out  of 

T&y  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

Mr.  Sims  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  the 
roposition  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  (as  a  substitute 
or  the  bill,)  to  provide  for  the  return  of  the  money. 

The  Chairman  decided  the  amendment  out  of  order  at 
^ti^liis  time. 

Mr.  Rathbun  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
ONES,  by  striking  out  so  much  as  relates  to  the  restoring 
the  heirs,  &c.,  of  Mr.  Smithson,  the  bonds  of  the  States, 
(^80  that  the  money,  and  not  the  bonds,  should  be  returned.) 
The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  question  then  recurring  on  the  original  amendment 
<z^f  Mr.  Jones,  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
tive — ayes  8,  noes  115. 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  being  on  rising  and  reporting  the  bill 
amended — 
Mr.  Adams,  in  compliance  with  previous  notice,  offered 

following  substitute  for  the  bill : 
Strike  out  the  preamble,  and  all  except  the  enacting 
^:2lause,  and  insert : 

**  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested,  by  the  use  of 
^^uitable  means  of  moral  suasion,  and  no  others,  to  obtain  from  the  govern- 
'^nents  of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Illinois  payment  of  the  arrears  of 
'^jiterest  due  from  the  said  States  to  the  United  States,  and  the  interest  there- 
after, and  the  principal  as  it  shall  become  duo,  according  to  the  promises  on 
"%he  face  of  the  bonds  given  by  the  said  States  for  moneys  bequeathed  by 
Barnes  Smithson,  a  benevolent  Englishman,  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
^or  the  special  purpose  of  founding  at  the  city  of  Washington  an  institu- 
^on  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  amon^ men,  which  bequest 
^was,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  on  the  first  of  July,  1836,  accepted, 
^with  a  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  United  States  that  it  should  be  applied  to 
"the  purposes  prescribed  by  the  testator. 

**  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  payment  shall  have  been 
obtained  from  the  said  States  of  Arkansas  and  Illinois  of  the  arrears  of 
interest  due  on  their  said  bonds,  Congress  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  appro- 
priate said  sums  of  interest  so  recovered,  together  with  the  interest  hitnerto 
received,  or  hereafter  to  be  received,  until  the  time  of  making  such  appro- 
priations, in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  suited  to  redeem  the  pledge  of 
the  faith  of  the  United  States,  to  the  application  of  the  funds  of  the  bequest 
of  the  said  James  Smithson,  to  the  specific  purpose  prescribed  by  the  tes- 
tator. 

"  Ssc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  until  the  arrears  of  interest  due 
by  the  said  States  of  Arkansas  and  Illinois  to  the  United  States,  upon  their 
said  respective  bonds,  shall  have  been  received  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 

80 
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States,  no  appropriation  shall  be  made  by  Congress  chargeable  upon  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  parpoeet  prescribed 
by  the  testator,  James  Smithson,  for  the  disposal  of  his  bequest. 

**  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  within  the  first  thirty  daji  of 
each  and  every  successive  session  of  Congress,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  Congress  the  then  actual  state  of  the 
Smithsonian  fund,  and  particularly  the  amount  of  arrears  of  interest  due 
upon  the  said  bonds  of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Illinois,  together  with 
copies  of  all  correspondence,  showing  the  result  of  the  means  of  moiml 
suasion  used  during  the  preceding  year  to  obtain  payment  of  the  said  ar- 
rears of  interest ;  and  the  said  annual  reports  shall  be  printed  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  people.'' 

Mr.  Hopkins  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amendment^ 
to  strike  out  in  its  first  section  the  words  "  of  moral  saasion 
and  no  others."     Agreed  to. 

The  third  section  of  the  said  substitute  amendment  being 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  Davis  moved  an  amendment,  to  add  at  the  end  of 
the  section  the  following : 

''  Providedj  however,  That  if  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  sbaU 
make  it  appear  to  the  satisfaction  uf  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Uni^d 
States  that  be  has  used  suitable  means  to  obtain  from  the  Real  Estate  Bank 
of  Arkansas  payment  of  the  debt  due  by  said  bank  to  Uie  State  of  ArkanM 
but  without  success,  then,  and  in  that  case,  and  until  the  arrears  due  by  ^® 
said  Real  Estate  Bank  shall  have  been  received  into  the  Treasury  ox  ^^ 
State  of  Arkansas,  the  said  State  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  declared  to  '^ 
absolved  from  the  promises  on  the  face  of  her  bonds  by  which  the  said  B^^*^ 
heretofore  pledged  her  faith  for  the  due  payment  of  the  principal  and  inte'^ 
of  said  bonds. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected- 
Mr.  Wentworth  moved  an  amendment,  to  add  at  the  e^^ 
of  the  section  the  following : 

"  That  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  have  the  power  hereafter,  like  o*^^ 
States,  to  tax  all  lands  within  that  State  as  soon  as  sold,  providing  the  t^^^^^ 
ceeds  of  said  tax  shall  be  applied  to  paying  the  interest  due  the  SmitJi^f^ 
fund,  so  far  as  mav  bo  necessary,  and  the  balance,  if  any,  to  paying  th9  ^ 
terest  upon  her  other  bonds. 

Mr.  Hopkins  raised  the  point  of  order  against  the  ame^^ 
ment,  on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy.  _-Brte 

The   Chairman  sustained  the  point,  and  decided 
amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  E.  II.  EwiNG  moved  an  amendment  to  the  substitii- 
to  strike  out  the  third  section.     Rejected.  _-^-b 

The  fourth  section,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hopki^'^^ 
was  so  modified  by  Mr.  Adams,  as  to  conform  to  the  amec::^*'  i 
ment  of  the  first,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  moral  suasioi 

The  question  then  being  on  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Adai 
as  amended,  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  nej 
tive — ayes  57,  noes  74. 

So  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Adams  was  rejected. 
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The  Questiou  u^aiu  recurring  on  the  original  bill,  as 
amended. 

Mr.  HoUQH  offered  the  amendment  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  as  a  substitute  for  the  entire  bill,  being  a  bill  cooeist- 
ing  of  fourteen  sections. 

Mr.  Mabsq  moved  several  amendments,  all  with  a  view, 
aa  he  said,  to  direct  the  appropriation  entirely  to  the  pur- 
poses of  a  library. 

The  first  one  was  to  section  7th,  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  and  such  lecturers  as  may  be  employed  by  said  board," 
and  the  words  "and  lecturers,  and  all  other  officers  of  the 
institution." 

The  question  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— ayes  72,  noes  39. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mabsu  next  moved  to  strike  out  section  8,  as  follows : 
"  Sec.  8.  And  be  itfurlher  enacted,  TbaL  tbasaid  Board  of  licgeots  Bhall 
maploy  so  fnany  and  BUcb  ablo  men  to  lecture  upon  ueeful  Bubjfcls  und  at 
MicD  timiM  and  plst;es  ua  Ibey  may  deem  meet  bi>iieflciul  (or  the  "  inc^reue 
Aod  diffiuEon  of  knowledge  among  men  ;"  and  ahull  bIho,  during  eauh  em- 
•loQ  of  Congress,  cauee  a  couree  of  euch  lectures  to  be  delivered,  woctklj  or 
•emi-weekly,  publicly,  in  tlio  lecture-room  of  said  inBtitotion,  and  Bball 
make  all  suitable  provisions  for  the  accommodation  of  all  memburs  and 
hoDorsry  members  of  taiA  inslitution,  sod  of  both  IIousos  of  Coagress." 

Also,  an  amendment  to  the  ninth  section,  to  increase  the 
sDuual  appropriation  for  the  library  from  $20,000  to  ?25,- 
GOO.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  TiBBATTa  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 

The  CiiAlRM&H  decided  the  amendment  to  be  out  of  order, 
that  portion  of  the  substitute  bill  having  been  passed. 

Mr.  Marsh  moved  an  amendment  to  strike  out  the  10th 
and  lltli  sections  of  the  substitute,  in  the  words  following: 

"  Sbc.  10.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  the  eaid  board  of  regents  shall 
malce  all  needful  rules,  cegulatiom,  and  by-laws,  fur  the  guvoromeDt  of 
tbe  institution  and  tbo  persons  employed  therein;  and,  in  prescribing  ttio 
dntiei  of  tbo  professors  and  lecturers,  tbej  shall  have  reference  to  the  intro- 
duction and  illustratioQ  of  subjects  connected  with  the  applicatioo  of  sci- 
ence to  the  productive  and  1it>eru[  arts  of  life,  improvements  in  agriculture, 
in  manufactures,  in  trades,  and  in  domestic  economy;  and  tliey  shall  also 
hvre  special  referonco  to  the  iticreaso  und  eilenaion  of  stientiflc  knowledge 
generally,  by  experiment  and  research.  And  the  said  regents  shall  cause 
t#  be  printed,  from  time  to  time,  any  lecture  or  course  of  lectures  which 
they  may  deem  useful.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  lecturer  while  in 
the  Mfvioe  of  the  institution,  to  submit  a  copy  of  any  lecture  or  lectures 
delivered  by  him  to  the  regents,  if  required. 

■■Sbo.  11.  And  be  it  fvrilier  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  competent  for  tbo 
board  of  managers  to  cau«e  to  be  printed  and  published,  perioilically  or  oc- 
casionally, essay!,  pamphlets,  mugfiEines,  or  other  brief  works  or  produc- 
tions for  the  dissemination  of  information  among  the  people,  especJBlly 
works  in  popular  form  on  agriculture  and  its  latest  improvements,  or  the 
tciencei  and  the  aid  they  bring  to  labor,  manuals  explanatory  of  Ihejj 
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systems  of  common  school  instruction,  and,  generally,  tracts  illustrative  or 
objects  of  elementary  science,  and  treatises  on  history,  nataral  and  civil,, 
chemistry,  astronomy,  or  any  other  department  of  useful  knowledge ;  and 
may,  at  their  discretion,  offer  and  pay  to  any  citizen  or  foreigner  such  sum 
or  prize  as  they  may  deem  discreet  for  the  best  written  production  of  any 
such  prize  essay  or  work ;  and  shall,  whenever  requirea  by  resolution  of 
either  House  of  Congress,  cause  to  be  printed  and  delivered  to  such  House, 
for  distribution  among  the  people  at  large,  as  public  documents  of  Congress 
are  distributed,  so  many  copies  of  such  lectures,  essays,  pamphlets,  maga- 
zines, tracts,  or  other  brief  works,  as  they  may  procure  to  oe  written  or 
delivered,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  as  shall  be  required  by  such  res- 
olution, the  expenses  of  which  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  said  institu* 
tion." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thurman  moved  an  amendment,  to  strike  oat  the 
12th  section.    Rejected. 

Mr.  Douglass  moved  an  amendment,  as  an  additional 
section,  (the  13th,)  in  the  words  following: 

"  Seo.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  author  or  proprietor  of  any- 
book,  map,  chart,  musical  composition,  print,  cut,  or  engraving,  for  which 
a  copyrignt  shall  bo  secured  under  the  existing  acts  of  Congress,  or  tiios» 
which  shall  hereafter  be  enacted,  respecting  copyrights,  shall,  within  thre» 
months  from  the  publication  of  said  oook,  map,  chart,  musical  cK>mpoeition^ 
print,  cut,  engraving,  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  one  copy  of  the 
same  to  the  librarian  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  one  copy  to  the 
librarian  of  the  Congress  Library,  for  the  use  of  said  libraries." 

The  question  bein^  taken,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to» 

The  question  now  being  on  adopting  the  substitute  of  Mr. 
Hough,  as  amended,  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ayes  83,  noes  40. 

So  the  substitute  was  adopted. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments to  the  House. 

The  question  being  first  on  agreeing  to  the  substitute 
amendment  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Boyd  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  81,  nays  76 — as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Arnold,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Bell,  J. 
A.  Black,  Brockcnbrough,  Milton  Brown,  William  G.  Brown,  Buffington, 
William  W.  Campbell,  John  H.  Campbell,  Carroll,  Chipman,  Clarke, 
Cobb,  Cocko,  Collin,  Cranston,  Crozier,  Cullom,  Garrett  Davis,  Delano, 
Dockery,  Douglass,  Dunlap,  John  H.  Ewing,  Edwin  H.  Ewing,  Paran, 
Ficklin,  Foot,  Giddings,  Grider,  Grinnell,  Ilampton,  Harper,  Herrick, 
Hilliard,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  Hough,  Edmund  W.  Hubard,  Samuel  D.  Hub- 
bard,  Hudson,  Washington  Hunt,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones, 
Daniel  P.  King,  Thomas  Butler  King,  Lawrence,  Lewis,  Levin,  Ligon, 
Maclay,  McGaughey,  McHenry,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Morso,  Moseloy,  Norris, 
Parish,  Payne,  Kelfo,  John  A.  KockwoU,  Root,  Scammon,  Seaman,  Simp- 
son, Truman  Smith,  Albert  Smith,  Strohm,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Thur- 
man, Tilden,  Trumbo,  Vance,  Vinton,  Young,  and  Yost — 81. 
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NATS— MeBsrs.  Stephen  Adams,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brinkoriioff,  Brodhead, 
Burt,  Cftlbcart,  Keuben  OhapmBii,  Ob&se,  Conatable,  Cunningham,  Daniel, 
Dargan,  Jcffi-rson  Davie,  Dillingham,  Dubbin,  Dromgooie,  Qiles,  Oood* 
year,  Gordon,  Graham,  Orovor,  Hamlin,  Harmanaon,  Henley,  Hoge,  Hop- 
kini,  George  S.  Houston,  Hungerford,  James  B.  Hunt,  Hunter,  Cliarlea  J. 
IngorBoll,  Joseph  R.  IngoraoU,  Joseph  Johnson,  Prf«ton  King,  Leake,  La 
Sere,  Lumpkin,  McLean,  McCiernand,  McCrate,  James  McDowell,  McKay, 
-J.  P.  Martin,  B.  Martin,  Morris,  Moulton,  Owen,  Porrill,  Phelps,  Pollock, 
Price,  Rathbun,  Reid,  Ritler,  Sawlelle,  Severance,  Alexander  D.  Sime, 
Leonard  H.  Siio^  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  St.  John,  Sykea, 
Thibodeaux,  Thnmasaon,  Jacob  Thompson,  Tibba  Its,  Wont  worth,  Whaaton, 
"Wick,  Wilmot,  Woodruff,  Woodward,  Tancoy,  and  Yell— 76. 

60  the  amendment  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  bill  waa  then  ordered  to  be  eogroaaed. 

Mr.  Gordon  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  pasaaf^ 
■of  the  bill ;  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted 
— ^yeaa  85,  nays  76 — as  follows  : 

TEAS— Measrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Arnold,  Bell,  James  A.  Black,  Brink- 
«rhoff,  Milton  Brown,  Uufflngton,  William  W.  Campbell,  John  H.  Camp- 
bell, Carroll,  Cathcart,  Cranelon,  Crozier,  Cunningham,  Garrett  Davis, 
-Jefferson  Davis,  Delano.  Dockerv.  Douglass,  Dunlap,  Edwin  H.  Bwing, 
Paran,  Foot,  Garvin,  Giddings,  Giles,  0«odycar,  Qrider,  Grinnoll,  Ham- 
lin, Hampton,  Harper,  Herri ck,  Hilliard,  £.  B.  Holmes,  Houch,  Samuel 
D.  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hungerford,  Washington  Hunt,  Charlos  J.  Ingorsoll, 
Daniel  P.  King,  Thomas  B.  King,  Lawrence,  Leib,  Lewis,  Levin,  Uaclay, 
HcCrate,  McGaughriy,  McHenry,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Morse,  Moseley, 
Owen,  Pollock,  Ituthbun,  Bolfu,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Root,  Sawlello,  Scam- 
mon,  Senman,  Severance,  Truman  Smith,  Albert  Smith,  Caleb  B.  Smith, 
SUnlan,  Slrohm,  Strong,  Sykea,  Thomasson,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Thur- 
man,  Tilden,  Trumbo,  Vance,  Viuton,  Went  worth,  Wick,  Wilmot,  Wood, 
Toune,  and  Tost- 8G. 

Nats — Messrs,  Stephen  Adams,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Bayly,  Bowlin, 
Boyd,  Brockenbrough,  Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Reuben  Chap- 
nnn,  Chose,  Cbipman,  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collin,  Constable,  Cullom, 
Daniol,  Dargan,  Dillingham,  Dobbin,  Dromgooie,  Erdman,  Graham,  Gro- 
ver.  Harmanson,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  George  S,  llou^lon,  E.  W.  Hubard,  James 
B.  Hunt,  Hunter,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson, 
George  W.  Jones,  Preston  King,  Leake,  La  Sore,  Ligon,  Lumpkin,  Mc- 
Olean.  McClelland,  McCiernand,  Jumes  McDowell,  McKay,  John  P.  Mar- 
tin, Barkley  Martin,  Morris,  Moulton,  Norris,  Parriah,  Pavne,  Forrill, 
Phelps,  Price,  Reid,  Rittcr,  Alexander  D.  Sims,  Leonard  H.'Slms,  Simp- 
«on,  Thomas  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Stephens,  St.  John,  Thibodeaui,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Tibbatts,  Wheaton,  Woodruff.  Woodward,  Tancey,  and  Tell— 
16. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  in  the  following  form,  (being  the 
substitute  of  Mr.  Hougb,  as  amended;) 

A  BILL  to  establish  the  "  Smithsonian  Institution,"  for  the  increase  and 

diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

Jamoa  Smithson,  Esquire,  of  London,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Groat  Britain, 

liaving  by  bis  last  will  and  testament  given  the  whole  of  hit  property  to  tha 

TTnited  States  of  America,  to  found  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the 

Smithsonian  Institution,  an  esfablishmenl  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 

knovledgo  among  men  ;  and  the  United  States  having,  by  an  act  of  Con- 

fCrns,  received  said  property  and  accepted  said  trust ;    therefore,  for  tho 

faithful  execution  of  eaid  trust  according  to  tho  will  of  the  liberal  and  en- 

^>  Ughlaued  donor — 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  UniM 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  President  and  Vioe- 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Postmaster 
General,  the  Attorney  General,  the  Chief  Justice,  and  the  Oommissioner  of 
the  Patent  Office  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Wash* 
ington,  during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  hold  their  respective  offices,, 
and  such  other  persons  as  they  may  elect  honorary  memhers,  be,  and  thej 
are  hereby,  constituted  an  **  establishment,"  by  the  name  of  the  **  Smith- 
sonian Institution,"  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among' 
men ;  and  by  that  name  shall  be  known  and  have  perpetual  saccessSon, 
-with  the  powers,  limitations,  and  restrictions  hereinafter  contained,  and  no 
other. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That'so  much  of  the  property  of  the 
said  James  Smithson  as  has  been  received  in  money,  and  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  being  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars,  be  lent  to  the  United  States 
Treasury,  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum  interest  from  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  when  the  same 
.  was  received  into  the  said  Treasury ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  interest  as 
may  have  accrued  on  said  sum  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  whic^  will 
amount  to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  by  the  Board  of  Re* 
gents  of  the  Institution  established  by  this  act  be  deemed  necessary,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  and 
for  other  current  incidental  expenses  of  said  Institution  ;  and  that  six  per 
cent,  interest  on  the  said  trust  fund — it  being  the  said  amount  of  five  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixtv-nine  dollars  received  into 
the  United  States  Treasury  on  the  first  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  payable,  in  half-yearly  payments,  on  the  first  of 
January  and  July  in  each  year  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated 
for  the  perpetual  maintenance  and  support  of  said  Institution  ;•  and  all  ex- 
penditures and  appropriations  to  be  made  from  time  to  time,  to  the  purposes 
of  the  Institution  aforesaid,  shall  be  exclusively  from  the  accruing  interest, 
and  not  from  the  principal  of  the  said  fund.  And  be  it  further  enacted^ 
That  all  the  moneys  and  stocks  which  have  been,  or  may  hereaAcr  be, 
received  into  the  Treasury  ot  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  fund 
bequeathed  by  James  Smithson,  be,  and  hereby  are,  pledged  to  refund  to 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  sums  hereby  appropriated. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  business  of  the  said  Institution 
shall  be  conducted  at  the  city  of  Washington  by  a  Board  of  Regents  by  the 
name  of  the  Regents  of  the  **  Smithsonian  Institution,"  to  be  composed  of 
the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  during  the  time  for 
which  they  shall  hold  their  respective  offices;  three  members  of  the  Senate 
and  three  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  together  with  six  other 
persons,  other  than  members  of  Congress,  two  of  whom  shall  be  members 
of  the  National  Institute  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  resident  in  the 
said  city  ;  and  the  other  four  thereof  shall  be  inhabitants  of  States,  and  no 
two  of  them  of  the  same  State.  And  the  Regents,  to  bo  selected  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  appointed  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act — ^Uie 
members  of  the  Senate  by  the  President  thereof,  the  members  of  the  House 
by  the  Speaker  thereof,  and  the  six  other  persons  by  joint  resolution  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives ;  and  the  members  of  the  House  so 
appointed  shall  serve  until  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  December,  the  second 
next  after  the  passage  of  this  act;  and  then,  and  biennially  thereafter,  on 
every  alternate  fourth  Wednesday  of  December,  a  like  number  shall  be 
appointed  in  the  same  manner,  to  serve  until  the  fourth  Wednesday  in 
December,  the  second  succeeding  their  appointment  And  the  Senators  so 
appointed  shall  serve  during  the  term  for  which  they  shall  hold,  wiUiout 
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r«-«tMtioD,  their  office  as  Seuatore.  And  vacancice,  occasioned  by  deathi 
rosienation,  or  otbcmiee,  Bball  be  filled  as  vacancies  ia  committees  are 
£IIed;  aod  tha  otber  six  members  aforesaid  shall  servo,  two  lor  two  jenra, 
two  for  four  Tears,  and  two  for  six  ftturs;  the  terms  of  service,  in  the  tlrat 
plac«,  to  be  determined  bf  lot ;  but  after  tbo  Qrst  term,  then  their  regular 
term  of  service  shall  be  an  years  ;  and  new  elections  thereof  shall  be  made 
,by  joint  rnsoIutioD  of  CuaKress ;  uad  vacaocies  occasioned  hj  death,  resig- 
Dttlton,  or  otherwise,  mai^  oa  Qlled  in  like  munner,  by  joint  resolution  of 
Concress.  And  the  said  Begpnls  shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington  on 
ibe  first  Monday  of  September  next  after  tbe  passage  of  this  act,  and  or- 
ganise by  the  (tfcctioo  of  one  or  their  number  as  Chancellor,  who  shall  ba 
tbe  presiding  officer  of  said  Board  of  Begenis,  by  the  name  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  "  Smithsonian  Institution,"  and  a  suitable  person  as  Secretary 
pf  laid  Institution,  who  shall  alsubelhcSecrelaryof  enid  Board  of  Begents ; 
Mid  Board  shall  also  elect  three  of  their  own  body  as  an  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  »uid  Regents  shall  then  &x  on  tbe  time  for  the  regular  meeting 
of  said  Board ;  and  on  application  of  any  three  of  tho  Regents  to  the  Sec- 
letary  of  the  said  Institution,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  appoint  a  special  meet- 
ing of  tbe  Board  of  Kcgonts,  of  which  he  sbsU  givo  notice  by  letter  to  each 
of  tbe  members  ;  and  at  any  meeting  of  said  Board,  five  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  to  do  bueiocES.  And  each  member  of  said  Board  shall  be  paid  his 
necessary  travelling  and  other  actual  expenses  in  attending  meetings  of  the 
Board,  which  shall  be  audited  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  recorded 
by  the  Secretary  of  said  Board  ;  but  bis  services  as  Regent  shall  be  gratui- 
tous. And  whenever  money  is  required  for  the  payment  of  tbe  debts  or 
performance  of  tbe  contracts  of  tha  Institution,  incurred  or  entered  into  ia 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  for  making  the  purchases  and 
eiecutiog  the  objects  authorized  by  this  act,  tbo  Board  of  Regents  or  the 
Executive  Committee  thereof,  may  certify  to  tbo  Chancellor  and  Secretary 
of  the  Board  that  such  sum  of  money  ia  required  ;  whereupon,  they  shall 
examine  the  same,  and,  if  they  shall  approve  thereof,  shall  certify  the  same 
to  the  proper  officer  of  tbe  Troaaury  for  payment.  And  the  said  Board 
shall  submit  to  Congresa,  at  each  session  thereof,  a  report  of  the  operations, 
eipenditures,  and  condition  of  the  Institution. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it/urther  enacted,  That  after  the  Board  of  Begents  sbslt 
have  met,  and  become  organized,  it  ahall  be  tbeir  duty  forthwith  to  proceed 
to  select  a  suitable  site  for  such  building  as  may  be  necessary  for  tha  Institu- 
tion ;  which  ground  may  be  taken  and  appropriated  out  of  that  part  of  tha 
public  ground  in  tbe  city  of  Washington,  lying  between  the  Patent  Office 
and  Seventh  street :  Providtd,  The  Freiident  of  tbe  United  States,  the  Sec- 
retary of  Stale,  tha  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaaury,  the  Soorolary  of  War,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  tbe  Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office,  shall 
consent  to  the  same ;  but  if  the  persons  last  named  shall  not  conaeot,  then 
aucb  location  may  be  made  upon  any  other  of  tho  public  grounds  within  the 
city  of  Washington,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  which  said  Regent* 
may  select,  by  aod  with  the  consent  of  tbe  persons  herein  named  ;  and  the 
said  ground  so  selected  shall  be  set  out  hy  proper  metes  and  bounds,  and  a  de- 
scription of  the  same  ahall  be  made  and  recorded  in  a  hook  to  ho  provided 
Ibr  that  purpose,  and  signed  by  the  eaid  Regents,  or  so  mAiy  of  them  as 
may  be  convened  at  thu  time  of  their  said  organisation ;  and  such  record, 
or  a  copy  thereof,  certified  hy  the  Chancellor  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Rq^nts,  shall  be  received  in  evidence  in  all  courts  of  the  extent  and  boun- 
daries of  the  lands  appropriated  to  tbo  aaid  Inatltutlon ;  and  upon  the  mak- 
ing of  such  record,  a uch  site  and  lands  shall  he  deemed  and  taken  to  he 
appropriated,  by  force  of  this  act,  to  tbe  said  Institution. 

Skc.  6.  And  be  H/urtAer  enacted,  That,  -     -  - 

shall  have  (elected  tbe  said  site,  they  shall  c 
building,  of  plain  and  durable  materials  and  structure,  v 
umament,  and  of  sufficient  size,  and  with  suitablo  r< 
reception  and  arrangement,  upon  a  liberal  scale,  of  objec 
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tory.  including  a  geological  and  mineralogical  cabinet;   also  a  chemii 
IalH^r«torv«  a  library,  a  gallery  of  art,  and  the  necessary  lecture  rooms ;  i 
tbo  Mid  board  shall  have  authority,  by  themseWes  or  by  a  committee 
threo  of  thoir  members,  to  contract  for  the  completion  of  sach  balldi 
up^^n  s\ioh  plan  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Board  of  Regent*,  and  shall 
sufficient  security  for 'the  building  and  finishing  the  same  according  to  th 
said  plan,  and  in  the  time  stipulated  in  such  contract ;  and  may  so  locaw 
said  building,  if  thev  shall  deem  it  proi>er,  as  in  appearance  to  form  a  winf 
to  the  Patent  Office  \>uilding,  and  may  so  connect  the  same  with  the  presen 
hall  of  said  Patent  Office  building/containing  the  National  Cabinet  o: 
Curiixrities,  as  to  constitute  the  said  hall,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  deposi' 
for  the  cabinet  of  said  Institution,  if  they  deem  it  expedient  to  do  so;  p 
Tided  said  building  shall  be  located  upi^n  said  Patent  Office  lot  in  the  man*^ 
ner  afore<aid  :  PrvrwiW,  Aoirrr^r,  That  the  whole  expense  of  building  an^^ 
onolosuri^  aforesaid  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  -^^^ :    which  sum 
hereby  apprv^riatiHi.  payable  out  of  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
apprv^'priHtiHi':  tv^gether  with  such  sum  or  sums  out  of  the' annual  interest 
accruing  to  the  Institution,  as  may.  in  any  year  remain  unexpended,  after 
^ying  the  current  expt^nses  of  the  Institution.     And  duplicates  of  all  such 
c\^n tracts  as  m.^y  be  mftde  bv  the  said  Board  of  Regents  shaii  be  deposited 
with  the  Treasurer  of  the  L'nited  States;    and  all^claims  on  anv  contract 
made  as  aforesaid  shall  be  allowed  and  certified  by  the  Board  of  l^egents.  or 
the  Ex^vuiive  Com  mi  it  e*^  theroi^f.  as  the  case  may  be.  and.  being  signed  by 
the  Chancellor  and  Secretary  of  the  Board,  shall  be  a  sufficient  Toucher  for 
sol t lenient  acd  }>aymer.t  at  tl'.e  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates.     And  the 
lt^>ar<i  of  Kecects  sha'.l  be  author: ze^i  to  employ  such  persons  ttf  they  may 
de*»m  necessary  to  super; r.ter.d  the  erection  vf  the  buildicgf  and  fitting  np 


pr\>te^':;v  r.  o:  me  ianaf.  ru:.a:r.c?.  ana  ctner  properly  or  saia  insutnuoa. 
And  all  moneys  recv^vered  by.  or  ::ov*rj:rg  to.  the  institution  shall  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  Ur.i'.c-d  S:a:es  to  the  oredi:  of  the  Smithsonian 
bequest,  ar.d  s^i  ara;e!y  ao\:o::r.:->i  :or.  as  p^v•vii^:^i  :a  the  act  approTed  July 
fi  rst,  ei  gb : «  r.  h  u  r. .:  rt\i  ar.  i  :  h :  r  :y  -  si  x .  AOs>f  r : :  r.  c  sa  id  b^uest. 

Skc.  K:  A':.z  V  ::•:-'■:•.<-  rizrzfi,  Tha:.:^.  rr;rvr:ioc  as  suitable  arrange- 
ments ca::  b<?  inad**  :'>r  their  revv:  :\r.,  a'.*.  ^'r;k':s  of  art  and  of  foreign 
asd  vur :%.-.:*  r»h«arvh.  ar.d  a'.',  objiv-.s  of  r.a:ura:  h:?tory.  plants,  and  geolog- 
iv-a*.  a'.i  nii'-.er^'.o^iva*.  *r^\'i-.::tr.*  K^'orc"."g.  or  her>:-a:'^er  to  belongT  to  the 
Vai:^*^.:  S:a:.s.  which  ::*av  V?  i-  '.ho  o::t  of  Wishinjrton.  :=  whceesoeTer 
khisIvMv  •.r.e  *.\:::o  rr.ay  b-e.  <ha"'.  bo  o.-.\:vor-v.  :.^  such  r^r?ons  as  maT  be 
aut h o r :  i  :M  :* y  :  2 e  b oa. r ^  0 :  l«c  r. :s  :  •  r\»: : v  ••  ::: t  =-. .  a:: a  sua . i  b-e  arranged 
in  sUvb.  order,  ar.d  >;  o'-x.^*.-,:,  a.<  i'^:  :  •  :A.:".::i:e  ;ie  examination  acistudT 
of  t^o"*.  T.  t  0  :.:-...:Tg:  >:  as  s:  r-;->A-. .:  :.  :-?  ;>:«:teui  :or  the  In*t:r.;u:n: 
and  :bo  K-.c-'v:?  oi"  <d-.d  l">:i:.::i  r.  *ra"'  *:"^v7Tir:*,  as  new  sr^ciasens  in 
uat  u  r  a  *  h  ■  ?  t '  r  V .  c-:v " . .:  v .    r  --.  ■  r. :?  r  a" .  c  v .  ::■  i  v  :-■  0 :  ta:  n  ed  : :  r  :  he  zn  useum 

_  •  .  .,   ■  «   «  ■ 

oX  t .'.  0  I V.  - : .:.::: .  :■.  r  y  c  \ . ::  a :  -  v-:*  . :  .;  - :  .  u a  : ;  * r-:*: :  2:  e  r.s  :-:.-:  n it r. g  u.'  tte 
I  as:  •.  1 0.  :•-*:■.  ■»  r  • ;  h  :  h  -■  y  a  r\-  r. .  >:  by  a  - 1  h :  r  i  r  ^^  t  .■•  r.:a  ite .  ■  r  by  doc  a  :ion, 
w  ^  * 0 ^  !  h  ■-•  >■  :v  *  V  r^'c-;  i  v  :■ .  ,-  t  ; :  r  •  r w  i >t' .  j ti  .:  f^?  *  J :  h  n •:  «■  «?•:>; "  ~  era  t-.-^  b-*  also 
*;»r?\*:*"-a*-''y  ;  ass-;-.:  ar. :  arrar  ;-:«.;.     Ari  :hv  ~j.:r-*r:il?.  b-.vis.  =:aLn.i*cr:rls* 

\U**er:*:vev.:  /:  th-  I'r-.ti-.:  >:*::>.  ird  a>:  r.-w  r'a>:d  i-  the  I>*c«rtaectcf 
S5av»\  »bA''  N'  >  :v  •••■:•.•  :.-  >*■.:  Ir>::: :::  'r .  ard  *ra"'.  b»?  rry^erred  serAratt 
A^l  a:^A-t  :'rv^ :v  : >  ■;    : ":■  •;  -  :  r  •  •.  r  r : y  ; :"  : ": :  I  r  >: : :  - 1 . .-  r . 

S «v*.  *  .*"*-:  ■*'?  '.:•*':•- f-  f.:.': * : .  T h * :  t h -*  >:•>•  ri tary  : :  ;h e  Bo«rd  of 
Kvxvs*'*  >ba"'  tai:  0".  a-c?  -*-*  the  :-■  d:r.-  dLni  -.r.-TrTty  .f  said  Ia»tir^::o2. 
^.•Ki  *b '*'.'..  .:?..* I*-  thiT  d.r\vf.;r.-  -'4*^  a  fi-.T  iri  a .-■•j rati  r^o:rv£  of  all  ih-^ir 

^^^^^wj^i  ■  ■•    "i^^      •    *     ^..«     ••«*.*<.•  "^  .-.  •     •  "     A*"      •        I   ™  i*"  •-•■.™-        *~*"^J    £A*    •      «^,JW"~^t"-<  »  V      ilk*" 

)bM«,*  i'.^'ha-^Ti'  th.'  d..t"es  .  :*  *-.h-a-  ar.  a-. d  0:'  k^r^^r  ;-*  the  z:u;s<ua.  aci 
«t4^.  wv.i  th-,«  o\rs^r.t  .:*  th^-  S.dkrd  of  K:fi^•nts.    — ; 'y  ii*:scazt4:  a^i  the 
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•  Board  of  Begents,  to  be  paid  semi-annually  on  the  flrat  day  of  January 

id  July,  and  the  said  ofScers  shall  be  removable  by  the  Board  of  Regents, 

lienerer,  in  their  judgment,  the  interests  of  the  Institution  require  any 

^  the  aaid  officers  to  be  changed. 

Sko.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  members  and  honorary  mem- 

of  said  Institution  may  hold  such  stated  and  special  meetings,  for  the 

ipervision  of  the  affairs  of  said  Institution,  and  the  advice  and  instruction 

said  Board  of  Regents,  to  be  called  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  the 

Maws  of  said  Institution,  at  which  the  President,  ana  in  his  absence,  the 

ice-President  of  the  United  States,  shall  preside.     And  the  said  Regents 

^I3.a1l  make,  from  the  interest  of  baid  fund,  an  appropriation,  not  exceeding 

s  aTerage  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  annually,  for  the  gradual  for- 

Lfttion  of  a  library,  composed  of  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all  depart- 

lenta  of  human  knowledge. 

Sxo.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted  j  That  of  any  other  moneys  which  have 

_     »craed,  or  shall  hereafter  accrue,  as  interest  upon  the  said  Smithsonian 

^iLand,  not  herein  appropriated,  or  not  required  for  the  purposes  herein  pro- 

-^'icled,  the  said  managers  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  disposal  as 

ij  shall  deem  best  suited  for  the  promotion  of  the  purposes  of  the  testa- 

*,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

file.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  author  or  proprietor  of  any 

»ok,  map,  chart,  musical  composition,  print,  cut,  or  engraving,  for  which 

copyright  shall  bo  secured  under  the  existing  acts  of  Congress,  or  those 

^'ch  shall  hereafter  be  enacted  respecting  copyrights,  shall,  within  three 

months  from  the  publication  of  said  book,  map,  chart,  musical  composition, 

^•^'it,  cut,  or  engraving,  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  one  copy  of  the 

7^?^  to  the  Librarian  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  one  copy  to  the 

"^■^^*^rian  of  Congress  Library,  for  the  use  of  the  said  libraries. 

^»   ^^C3.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  is  reserved  to  Congress 

f^^  ^ight  of  altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing  any  of  the  provi- 

^^^^  of  this  act :  Rrovided,  That  no  contract,  or  individual  right,  made  or 

laired  under  such  provisions,  shall  be  thereby  divested  or  impaired. 

^^r.  Owen  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  passage 
^^lie  bill,  and  moved  the  previous  question. 
^-     ^t*  he  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
^^^>   was  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the 
^^  '-^^tive. 

o  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and  the  bill 
nally  passed. 

House  of  Representatives,  July  24, 1846. 

r.  W.  W.  Campbell,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 

rary,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Catlin 

^     the  purchase  of  his  gallery  of  Indian  collections   of 

ixitings,  made  a  report  thereon,  and  recommended  an 

"ment  to  the  bill  of  the  House  "To  establish  the 

ithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diftusion  of 

CDwledge  among  men,"  providing  for  the  purchase  of  said 

ery  of  Indian  collections  of  paintings ;   which  report 

laid  upon  the  table. 

House  op  Representatives,  August  10, 1846. 
message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the  United 
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States,  informing  the  House  that  he  had  approved  and 
signed  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  by  one  provision  of  the  bill,  it 
was  made  the  duty  of  the  chair  to  appoint  three  regents. 

And  the  Speaker  announced  that  he  had  accordingly  ap- 
pointed the  following  gentlemen  : 

Mr.  Eobeii;  Dale  Owen,  of  Indiana;  Mr.  Wm.  J.  Hough, 
of  New  York ;  Mr.  Henry  W.  Hilliard,  of  Alabama. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 

Senate,  January  16, 1847. 

Mr.  Bbeese  rose  and  stated  that  there  was  a  vacancy  in 
the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Senator  Pennybacker,  and  that  it 
was  important  that  the  same  be  filled,  inasmuch  as  there 
was  to  Tbe  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Regents  on  the  20th 
of  this  month,  at  which  important  business  would  be 
brought  forward. 

Mr.  Breese  referred  to  the  law  in  relation  to  the  mode  oi 
making  appointments  to  fill  vacancies  occurring  in  the  said 
board,  which  directs  that  such  vacancies  shall  be  filled  in 
tie  same  manner  as  vacancies  occurring  in  standing  com- 
mittees of  the  Senate.  These  were  filled  either  by  election 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  or  by  the  appointment  of  the 
presiding  officer.  He  moved  that  the  Vice-President  be 
authorized  to  appoint  a  person  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Mr.  Crittenden  remarked  that  he  was  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  appointments  which  had  been  made,  although 
they  were  made  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  and 
consequently  he  had  no  participation  in  making  them.  But 
as  a  vacancy  now  occurred  during  a  session  of  Congress, 
he  thought  it  would  be  proper  that  the  Senate  should  exer- 
cise its  right  to  select  a  person  to  fill  that  vacancy.  He 
was  the  more  desirous  that  this  should  be  done,  inasmuch 
as  he  had -in  his  mind  a  gentleman  who  had  lately  distin- 
guished himself  in  writing  upon  this  subject,  and  who,  he 
believed,  would  be  the  proper  person  to  be  selected. 

Mr.  Evans  reminded  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  that 
the  person  to  be  appointed  must  be  a  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Mr.  Crittenden.  Oh!  that  being  the  case,  Mr.  President^ 
I  offer  no  further  objection  to  the  motion.  The  person  I 
wished  to  see  appointed  is  Dr.  Bird. 
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Mr,  Westcott  said,  when  the  Siiiithaouian  bill  was  before 
■^I^ongress  at  the  last  seasion  ho  was  opposed  to  it,  and  ho 
1>elicved  he  voted  against  it  throughout  when  pre»eut  in 
'Clie  Senate,  while  it  was  under  consideration.  He  had 
xxiany  ohjecfionB  to  the  bill.  An  insuperable  one  was,  that 
iio  objected  to  those  provisions  bv  which  Senators  and  Rep- 
aresentativea  were  to  be  appointed  "regents,"  an  office  crea- 
.fted  by  the  law  passed  by  themselveB.  He  had  no  idea  that 
it  was  constitutional,  or  in  anywise  proper,  for  merabere  of 
Congress  to  make  offices  lor  themselves  of  this  character. 
The  office  of  reijent  was  a  civil  office — and  tlie  Constitution 
probibited  members  of  CoHgreas  from  being  appointed  to 
xuiy  ofBce  created  "  during  the  term  for  which  they  were 
lelected."  It  was  an  office  of  trust  and  honor,  and,  in  some 
Tespccts,  of  emolument.  With  this  belief,  ho  should  not 
vote  upon  this  motion,  to  which  ho  had  no  other  objection. 
If  he  voted  against  it,  his  vote  would  be  subject  to  miscon- 
struction. He  knew  a  majority  of  the  Senate  differed  with 
iitm  on  the  constitutional  question  he  had  averted  to,  but 
on  Buch  a  question  he  must  obey  the  dictates  of  his  own 
conscience. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Breese  was  then  agreed  to. 

Senate,  Januari/  18,  1847. 
The  Vice-President  announced  tbat  he  had  appointed 
Mr.  Lewis  Caes  to  ho  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, in  the  place  of  Mr.  Pennybacker,  deceased. 


Senate, 


15,  1847. 


Mr.  Evans,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  to  purchase  from  the  corporation  of  Washington 
the  City  Hall,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  had  its  second  reading,  and  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  bill  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

AK  ACT  to  Butborize  tbe  BegeoCa  of  tbu  Smitbeonian  InstitutiaQ  to  pur- 
cbue,  for  the  ubo  of  said  Institution,  of  the  corporation  of  tlie  city  of 
WashiDglon,  tho  City  Uul!,  and  for  otlier  purpoees. 

Baiienaeied,  ^c,  Thai  Ihe  BpgenU  of  tbe  SroitbEOnian  loEtttulion  be, 
knd  thev  are  hereby,  authorized  to  purchase  of  the  corporation  of  tho  city 
of  WaabingtoD  all  tbe  right,  title,  and  interest  of  the  said  corporation  in 
sod  to  tbe  City  Hall  of  tho  Eaid  city ;  subject,  bowover,  to  the  conditioDi 
•nd  provUions  hereinafter  spccltlcd :  Providtd.  That  the  corporation  ihall, 
on  or  before  tha  tenth  day  of  March  next,  enter  into  bond,  with  sufficient 
Kuretiea,  to  be  approved  by  the  Attorney  Qonernl  of  the  United  Slates,  tbat, 
tfaey  vill  erect  on  the  Market  Space,  between  Tth  and  9th  streets  west,  and 
iMtween  Fennsylfania  avenue  and  B  etreet  north,  a  euitable  and  conimo- 
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dious  building,  in  which  there  shall  be  included  each  apartments  as  maj  b» 
necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  State 
for  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  use  of 
the  grand  and  petit  jurors  of  the  said  county,  for  the  offices  of  the  clerk  of 
the  said  court  and  the  marshal  of  said  District,  and  for  the  preflervation  and 
security  of  the  books,  papers,  and  records  of  the  said  court ;  and  that  thej 
will  complete  the  said  building,  or  so  much  of  the  same  as  may  contain  the 
apartments  and  accommodations  aforesaid,  and  shall  prepare  the  same  for 
the  said  courts  and  offices,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  March,  1848.    And 
upon  such  purchase  being  completed,  the  said  corporation  bhall  release  and 
forever  quit  claim  unto  the  said  Smithsonian  Institution  all  the  right  and 
title  of  the  suid  corporation  unto  the  said  City  Hall,  and  unto  the  possession 
and  occupation  of  the  lot  or  square  on  which  the  same  now  stands. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  so  soon  as  the  said  bond  and  re- 
lease shall  be  executed  by  the  said  corporation,  and  sufficient  evidence 
thereof  be  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  President  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  grant  unto  the  said  corporation  the  riehtto 
occupy  and  Improve,  for  public  purposes,  all  or  any  portion  of  that  lot  or 
square  of  ground  in  the  city  of  Washington,  including  the  Market  Space, 
lying  between  Seventh  and  Ninth  streets  west,  and  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  south  line  of  Pennsylvania  avenue,  and  on  the  south  by  the  north 
line  of  B  street  north.    And  then,  and  in  that  case,  there  shall  also  be  paid 
to  the  corporation,  towards  the  erection  of  the  buildine,  as  provided  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  which  sum 
is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated ;  ana  the  said  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  bo  in  full  of  the  apartments  and  accommodations  specified  in  t3^^ 
first  section  of  this  act ;  and  the  said  apartments  and  accommodations  sh^ 
forever  remain  subject  to  the  occupation  of  the  courts  and  their  offic^ 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  8.  And  heit further  enacted^  That  in  case  of  the  execution,  by  t^^ 
said  corporation,  of  the  bond  and  release  aforesaid,  the  Resents  of  tt^^ 
Smithsonian  Institution  bo,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  by  reaolatic^^ 
of  the  Board  of  Regents,  to  retrocede  to  the  United  States  that  certa^ 


^ 


building  site  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  in  the  public  reservation  eoi 
monly  called  the  Mall,  which,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  su^t  orgs 
izing  said  Institution,  approved  August  10,  1846,  has  become  the  propei 
of  the  said  Institution ;  and,  upon  proper  evidence  being  adduced,  to  tl 
satisfaction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  said  retrocession,  t 
President  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  convey  to  the  8mil 
sonian  Institution,  by  motes  and  bounds,  so  much  of  that  public  reservation^ 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  commonly  called  the  Judiciary  Square,  as  lie^^ 
south  of  the  extension  of  the  south  line  of  £  street  north,  being  the  sam^ 
lot  or  square  on  which  the  City  Hall  now  stands ;  and  the  said  conveyano^*"^^* 
by  the  President  shall  bo  received  in  evidence  in  all  courts  of  the  exten  -^^^ 
and  boundaries  of  the  lot  or  square  of  land  which,  by  i^rirtue  of  this  act-^^ 
may  become  the  property  of  the  said  Smithsonian  Institution.  ^^^ 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Commissioner  of  Publico  ^^ 
Buildings  in  the  city  of  Washington  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  an^^  ^ 
required  to  provide  temporary  accommodations  in  some  suitable  baildinn^'  ^r 
for  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  county  of  WashingtoOr  ^"^i 
and  for  its  offices  and  records,  until  the  tenth  day  of  March,  1848.  An^^  ^jk 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  said  accommodations,  the  sum  of  one  tboosan^^  "^^ 
dollars,  or  so  much  of  the  same  t\&  may  be  required  for  that  obieot,  be,  ancfe^-^^ 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  noP'*^*'^^ 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Senate,  Febrvary  22, 1847. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Brebsb,  the  Vice-President  was  aor-. 


TWBNTT-KIHTH    C0NQRB6S,   1846-47. 


477 


■  tborized  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Rer^ents  of  the 
l^mitheonian  loBtitution,  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
I  George  Evans. 

Mr.  James  A,  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  was  appointed. 

Senate,  February  27-,  1847. 

'  Mr.  J.  M.  Clayton  moved  an  amendment  to  the  Civil 
and  Diplomatic  Appropriation  bill  appropriating  a  sum, 

5^5,000,)  to  paid  annually,  for  the  purchase  of  Catiin's  gal- 
ery  of  Indian  portraits,  &,c. 

Mr.  Clayton  stated  that  this  was  probably  the  lust  oppor- 
^nity  which  would  be  offered  for  obtainine  this  gallery  of 
paintings,  perpetuating  the  lineaments  of  these  aborigines. 
He  would  not  now  go  into  the  merits  of  these  paintings. 
Ihey  had  been  seen  oy  all  the  Senators.  At  the  last  session 
memorials  had  been  presented  from  the  principal  artists 
praying  that  they  might  be  purchased  by  the  Government; 
ami  this  was  the  last  opportunity.  They  were  about  six 
linndred  in  number,  and  were  now  at  the  Louvre,  in  Paris, 
where  they  met  with  unqualified  approbation.  It  was  pro- 
vided by  nis  amendment  that  they  were  not  to  be  purchased 
Unless  the  Smithsonian  Institution  would  find  a  place  for 
them  in  their  gallery,  which  he  understood  would  probably 
be  done.  They  might,  perhaps,  be  purchased  for  about 
150,000,  of  which  it  was  proposed  to  pay  $5,000  annually. 

•Mr.  Breese  said  he  was  not  aware  of  any  arrangement 
Irhich  ha<]  been  suggested  in  the  Institute  for  these  paint- 
ings; and  six  hundred  of  them  would  fill  the  entire  gallery 
Intended  for  fine  arts.  These  pictures  are  not,  of  them- 
ielves,  of  sueh  excellence  as  would  probably  be  selected  for 
Ihc  gallery  of  the  arts. 

Mr.  Westcott  was  opposed  to  purchasing  the  portraits  of 
lavages.  What  great  moral  lesson  aie  they  intended  to  in- 
tulcate?  He  would  rather  see  the  portraits  of  the  numer- 
ms  citizens  who  have  been  murdered  by  these  Indians,  He 
ronid  not  vote  a  cent  for  a  portrait  of  an  Indian. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Clayton  added,  that  this  collection  had  cost 
|Ir.  CatUn  not  less  than  ?10,000.  Propositions  had  been 
node  for  their  purchase  in  Europe,  in  order  to  perpetuate 
jhe  memory  of  these  Indians  ;  hut  we  aro  more  bound  to 
(reserve  them  than  foreigners  were.  As  to  the  Institute 
this  appropriation  was  to  depend  on  their  decision.  If  they 
eould  not  provide  a  place  for  thera  the  paintings  would  not 
jbo  purchased. 

The  motion  was  then  decided  in  the  negative. 
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Senate,  March  2, 1847. 

Mr.  Breesb  presented  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  made  agreeably  to  law, 
showing  the  operations,  expenditures,  and  condition  of  the 
institution,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  SENATE. 

Senate,  December  30,  1847. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Breese,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  a  member  bo  appointed  by  the  Vice-President  to  fiU  the 
vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regent«,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon. 
Lewis  Cass. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  was  appointed. 

Senate,  March  4,  1848. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  appointing  certain  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Senate,  June  1,  1848. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi, 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Re- 
gents of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  bo  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Senate,  Juli/  7, 1848. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Pearce, 

Resolved^  That  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  be  fur-  ^ 
nished  to  the  Secretary  of  the  institution  for  the  use  of  said  institution. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

House  of  Representatives,  December  8,  1847. 

Mr.  White  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow,  or  some  su 
sequent  day,  he  would  move  to  amend  the  rules  of  tl 
House,  80  as  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Commit 
on  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

House  of  Representatives,  December  13,  1847. 

Mr.  White,  in  compliance  with  the  notice  he  gave  yeste 
day,  introduced  the  following  resolution  : 
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Reaolvedf  That  the  rules  of  this  House  bo  amended  by  addine  one  to  the 
committees,  to  consist  of  nine  members,  which  shall  be  entitled  a  Commit- 
tee on  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  com- 
mittee to  supervise  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Kegents,  examine  ac- 
counts and  tne  condition  of  the  funds  of  the  institution,  suggest  such  altera- 
tions or  amendments  of  the  law  under  which  the  institution  was  established 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  and  report  to  the  House  from  time  to  time,  as 
the  interest  of  the  institution  may  require. 

Mr.  HiLLiABD  said  he  supposed  that  the  resolution  would, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  lie  over. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  resolution  was  now  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  HiLLiARD  deemed  this  resolution  entirely  unnecessary. 
The  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Ihstitution  were  selected, 
three  from  the  Senate  and  three  from  this  House.  "What 
possible  necessity,  then,  could  there  be  to  justify  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  inspect  the  aftairs  of  that  in- 
stitution ?  Besides,  other  departments  of  this  Government 
were  required  to  act  in  concert  with  them,  and  therefore 
there  could  be  no  reason  to  justify  the  bringing  of  the  affairs 
of  that  institution  into  this  arena  of  debate,  that  its  progress 
might  be  embarrassed,  its  harmony  of  action  impaired,  and 
the  objects  which  it  had  undertaken  be  defeated.  He  asked 
the  gentleman  what  good  he  proposed  to  accomplish  by  it  ? 
He  would  impute  no  sinister  motive  to  a  gentleman  of  his  en- 
larged and  enlightened  views,  but  still  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  bill  itself  encountered  great  difficulties  in  its 
progress  through  the  House  during  the  last  session.  Much 
nostility  was  manifested  to  it,  and  therefore  he  again  asked, 
what  good  could  be  anticipated  from  the  appointment  of 
each  a  committee  ? 

Mr.  HiLLiARD  believed  they  ought  not  to  change  the  pres- 
ent relations  of  Congress  to  that  institution.     A  committee 
Appointed  by  this  House  would  not  share  in  the  daily  delib- 
erations of  the  Board  of  Regents,  and,  without  participat- 
ing in  them,  it  would  be  difficult  to  comprehend  all  its 
^lesigns.     The  Board  of  Regents  had  endeavored  in  good  ^ 
faith  to  carry  out  the  law  passed  by  Congress ;  and,  having 
<"lone  80,  he  said,  let  them  go  on  ;  and  if  their  affairs  should 
Viereafter  call  for  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee, 
-5ippoint  one  when  required,  but  do  not  now  provide  the 
tneans  unnecessarily  of  constantly  bringing  on  this  floor, 
A.vhere  they  were  so  much  oppressed  with  debate,  the  affairs 
-^f  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  White  disclaimed  all  hostility  to  that  institution,  and 
<ieclared  his  ardent  desire  to  co-operate  with  the  Regents. 
*The  bequest  was  a  noble  one,  and  it  should  be  carried  out 
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in  the  same  spirit.  The  committee  which  he  proposed  to 
create,  on  which  he  did  not  desire  to  be  placea,  woald 
merely  supervise  the  appropriations  and  review  its  affiiirs, 
and  his  could  not,  therefore,  be  considered  a  hostile  motion. 
It  was  a  new  institution,  under  the  care  and  guardianship 
of  Congress,  and  such  a  committee  might  be  necessary  to 
report  what  was  useful  and  requisite  to  carry  out  the  design 
of  the  testator,  which  was  to  increase  the  difiusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll  suggested,  to  save  time,  that  the  reso- 
lution should  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Rules^ 
who  could  take  it  into  consideration  and  report  thereon  to- 
the  House.  * 

Mr.  White  had  no  objection  to  that  course.  He  modified 
his  resolution  accordingly,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  select 
committee  designated. 

House  of  Representatives,  December  19, 1847. 

The  House  having  under  consideration  the  Rules  of  the 
House,  the  seventh  proposed  rule  was  read  as  follows : 

"  7.  In  addition  to  the  other  standing  committees  of  the  House,  there 
shall  he  one  caUed  the  Smithsonian  Committee,  whose  duty  it  shaH  he  to 
superintend  the  affairs  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. '' 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll  expressed  a  desire  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  this  rule  to  a  future  day. 

Mr.  HiLLiARD  said  he  desired  to  occupy  about  ten  min- 
utes of  the  time  of  the  House  on  this  subject  at  this  time. 
He  thought  this  was  the  precise  occasion  on  which  a  few 
words  should  be  said. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll  had  no  objection ;  but  as  the  other 
rules  had  been  disposed  of,  he  wished  to  defer  this  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  Hilliard  undertook  to  move  the  postponement  to  «^ 
day  certain,  and  then  proceeded  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker :  It  so  happens,  that  I  am  the  only  membe 
of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  no 
entitled  to  a  seat  on  this  floor.     It  is  important  to  secur^^ 
the  good  will  of  the  country  in  behalf  of  an  enterprise 
elevated — one  might  say  so  sublime. 

There  exists  some  misconception  in  regard  to  the  Insti 
tution,  and  idle  rumors  are  afloat  which  may  affect  it  inju 
riously.  Scientific  establishments  are  not  to  go  out  an 
court  popularity,  but  they  must  not  be  indifferent  to  publico 
sentiment.  Before  entering  upon  the  stormy  and  engross-* 
ing   debates  in  which  we  shall  presently  be  engaged,  X 


desire  bj  a  simple  statement  of  facte,  to  give  tbe  House  a 
view  of  the  history,  condicion,  and  plans  of  aa  tnstitutioa 
which  80  strongly  appeals  to  us  for  protection. 

Mr.  Smithson's  bequest  was  a  noble  one.  Ha  gave  his 
whole  property  to  found  at  the  city  of  Washington  "  an  es- 
tablishment for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men."  America  was  selected  as  a  field  for  so  wide 
and  beneficent  a  design.  Young,  vigorous,  rapidly  increas- 
ing in  numbers,  this  country  afforded  the  best  ground  upon 
which  to  rest  an  establishment  which  was  designed  to  en- 
lighten mankind. 

Entering  into  the  spirit  of  this  bequest,  Congrea 
an  act  making  the  most  liberal  provision  for  carrying  it  i 
to  practical  eftect.  The  whole  sum,  with  its  accumulated 
interest,  was  turned  over  to  the  establishment  created  by 
the  act,  composed  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  the  Postmaster  General,  the  Attorney  General,  the 
Chief  Justice,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  bold  their  res- 
pective offices,  and  such  other  persons  as  they  may  elect 
honorary  memberB.  The  sum  amounted  to  five  hundred 
and  fifteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  eixty-nine  dollars, 
and  a  further  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty-two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars,  being  the 
accumulated  interest  upon  that  sum  since  it  came  into 
possession  of  the  Government.  The  principal  sura  was 
forever  to  remain  untouched,  the  interest  was  appropriated 
to  the  erection  of  the  building  and  incidental  expenses. 
The  building  to  be  erected  was  to  meet  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  which  required  it  to  contain  suitable  rooms  or  bulla 
for  tbe  reception  and  arrangement,  upon  a  liberal  scale,  of 
objects  of  natural  history,  including  a  geological  and  min- 
eralogical  cabinet;  also  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  library,  a 
gallery  of  art,  and  the  necessary  lecture  rooms.  Another 
section  provides  that,  in  proportion  as  suitable  arrangements 
can  bo  made  for  their  reception,  all  objects  of  art,  and  of  for- 
eign and  curious  research,  and  all  objects  of  natural  history, 
plants,  and  geological  and  mineralogical  specimens,  belong- 
ing or  hereafter  to  belong  to  the  United  States,  which  may 
be  in  the  city  of  Washington,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  care 
of  the  institution,  and  so  classed  and  arranged  as  best  to 
facilitate  tbe  examination  and  study  of  them  in  the  building 
to  be  erected^     This  at  once  empties  the  great  hall  of  the 


^ 
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Patent  Office,  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  of  its 

tents.    It  must  be  at  once  seen  that  the  Smithsonian  bui      -^*" 


ing  otight,  if  it  is  to  accommodate  these  great  and  vario^^^^* 
objects,  to  be  of  ample  dimensions.  This  building,  tcz:::^^^^ 
was  to  be  erected  without  delay.  The  site  was  to  be  sel^^^®^ 
ted  ^^  forthwith^"  "  and  so  soon  "  as  that  was  done,  the  Boac-^^^ 
was  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  the  building. 

The  board  of  Begents  faithfully  studied  the  will  of  M"!^*"*- 
Smithson,  and  the  law  creating  the  establishment. 

Two  things  were  to  be  accomplished.    First,  to  increfl--—  "^ 
knowledge  by  original  research ;  and  then,  second  to  diffu^s^^ 
it  by  suitable  and  efficient  agencies ;  or  in  the  language 
the  venerable  and  distinguished  gentleman  from   Mass 
chusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  "to  spread  knowledge  throughou^^* 
the  world." 

The  task  devolved  by  Congress  on  the  Begents  was 
light  one.     They  were  called  on  to  organize  and  set  on  fooi 
this  establishment,  so  beneficent  in  its  conception,  so  com^ — 
prehensive  in  its  design.     The  act  of  Congress  preseribe(K- 
certain  parts  of  the  plan,  and  left  the  other  parts  to  be  de- 
vised by  the  Board  of  Regents.     That  part  of  the  plan  whiob. 
was  embraced  in  the  act  of  Congress  had  almost  exclusive 
reference  to  the  diffusion  of  knowledge.     The  means  which, 
provide  for  the  increase  have  been  supplied  by  the  Regents* 

We  have  been  charged  with  being  wildly  extravagant — 
laying  out  large  sums  in  purchase  of  old  books.  A  story 
has  been  circulated  that  we  paid  $2,500  for  an  old  and  rare 
copy  of  the  Bible.  Now,  sir,  no  man  loves  the  Bible  more 
than  I  do,  but  I  could  not  have  consented  to  an  expenditure 
of  that  sort.  I  dare  say  no  one  member  of  the  Board  ever 
dreamed  of  such  an  expenditure. 

Again,  some  have  charged  us  with  being  too  utilitarian, 
confining  our  operations  to  an  improvement  of  the  physical 
condition  of  mankind.  We  have  certainly  endeavored,  in 
our  plan  of  organization,  to  provide  for  the  entire  wants  of 
mankind,  and  to  meet  the  spirit  of  the  age.  We  have 
brought  into  our  service  a  gentleman  who  stands  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  science  of  the  country — ^I  mean  Professor 
Henry,  formerly  of  Princeton.  His  name  is  well  known  in 
Europe,  and  is  associated  with  that  of  Faraday,  and  Anu^, 
and  Quetelet.  I  have  before  me  the  plan  of  organization 
adopted  for  the  operations  of  the  institution,  to  which  I  de- 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  but  which,  (as  Mark 
Antony  said  on  a  much  more  important  occasion,  about 
the  will  of  Csesar,)  pardon  me,  I  do  not  intend  to  read.    I 
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wialt  every  gentleman  in  the  House  would  read  it,  for  it 
would  reeeivo  on  all  sides  a  warm  and  generous  support. 

I  desire  to  submit  a  few  remarka  in  regard  to  our  build- 
ing. We  were  authorized  by  Congress  to  expend  8240,000 
in  ita  erection;  but,  in  view  of  the  wide  field  of  knowledge 
to  be  cultivated,  the  Regents  resolved  to  save  a  part  of  tbia 
sum  and  add  it  to  the  principal.  Keeping  in  view  the  great 
interests  to  be  provided  for,  it  was  resolved  to  croct  a  build- 
ing of  proportions  sufficiently  ample  (o  meet  the  require- 
ments of  tho  act  of  Congress,  and  of  a  style  which  slioiild 
not  offend  the  cj^e.  This  lias  been  effected,  a  contract  has 
been  entered  into,  and  a  plan  of  expenditure  agreed  upon, 
which,  while  the  building  is  gradually  constructed,  will 
carry  out  tbo  plan  to  full  completion,  and  at  tho  end  of  five 
years  from  the  time  of  its  commencement.  So  far  from 
having  expended  the  sum  appropriated  by  Congress  for  tbo 
purpose,  we  shall  have,  after  erecting  the  structure,  provid- 
ing for  its  warming  and  ventilation,  and  the  iiicloaure  of  the 
grounds,  $140,000  to  return  to  tho  principal  sum.  In  tho 
meanwhile  we  arc  carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  insti- 
tution, stimulating  original  researches,  publishing  contribu- 
tions to  science,  and  gradually  increasing  our  libraiT.  At 
the  same  time  we  pay  our  debts  as  wo  go  on.  This  is,  of 
coarse,  accomplished  by  using  tbo  interest  on  the  $240,000 
for  the  building  and  the  annually  accruing  interest  on  the 
principal  fund  for  meeting  the  regular  expenses  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

The  transactions  of  the  present  year  are  highly  interest- 
ing, and  will  soon  be  published  in  a  volume  which  will  com- 
pare well  with  similar  publications  in  Europe. 

With  the  building,  so  far  as  it  has  gone,  all  paid  for  and 
every  debt  discharged,  we  shall  have  at  the  end  of  the  year 
$10,000  more  than  wo  received  from  Congress. 

la  there  any  necessity  for  a  standing  committee  of  this 
House?  How  is  the  Board  of  Regents  composed?  The 
act  of  Congress  declares  that  it  shall  be  constituted  of  tho 
Vice-President  of  tho  United  States,  tho  Chief  Justice  of 
the  United  States,  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
three  members  of  the  Senate,  three  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  together  with  six  otlier  persons  not 
members  of  Congress.  Each  House  of  Congress,  it  will 
be  perceived,  has  three  members  of  tiie  Board  of  Regents; 
and  it  is  required  by  law  that  the  board  shall  submit  to 
Congress  at  each  session  a  report  of  the  operations,  expen- 
ditures, and  condition  of  the  institution. 

At  tho  last  session,  I  presented  a  full  report  according  to 
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law,  which  I  now  have  before  me ;  it  was  printed  and  circa- 
lated.  Another  report  is  about  to  be  presented,  embracing- 
the  report  of  the  building  committee,  a  paper  containing 
some  three  hundred  pages,  full  of  useful  information,  which 
I  should  be  happ^  to  see  printed.  Is  it  then  necessary  to 
appoint  a  committee  ?  Is  it  proper  ?  Is  it  becoming  ?  A 
committee  of  this  House  appointed  "  to  superintend  the 
affairs  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution !"  This  committee 
will  bring  under  its  supervision  the  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Chief  Justice,  three  Senators,  three  Rep- 
resentatives, and  six  citizens  at  large,  selected  because  of 
their  character  and  attainments.  May  I  most  respectfully 
ask,  who  will  superintend  the  affairs  of  that  committee  of 
five?  Where  is  the  necessity  for  thus  complicating  the 
machinery  of  an  institution  which  ought  to  be  left  to  enjoy 
the  repose  which  science  loves  ? 

I  hope,  sir,  that  this  institution,  so  important  to  this  coun- 
try and  to  mankind,  will  not  be  launched  on  the  ever-heav- 
ing sea  of  politics.  If  that  should  happen,  we  should  soon 
lose  sight  of  land  ;  storms  and  shipwreck  would  await  us, 
and  the  hopes  which  crowned  our  noble  enterprise  in  its 
commencement  would  perish  with  us. 

I  thank  the  House  for  the  attention  with  which  they  have 
heard  these  remarks ;  it  evinces  the  interest  which  they  feel 
in  an  institution  which  claims  their  protection. 

Mr.  Hilliard  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  proposed 
rule  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Andrew  JonNSON  said  ho  thought  he  understood  the 
agreement  between  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  and  the 

fentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  be,  that  this  subject  should 
e  postponed  to  a  day  certain. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll.  My  suggestion  was,  that  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  be  postponed  to  any  given  day 
which  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  might  name. 

Mr.  Hilliard.  I  have  no  choice  at  all,  sir. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  indicating  his  wish  that  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  should  name  the  day. 

Mr.  Hilliard  said  he  would  move,  if  agreeable  to  the 
House,  that  it  be  postponed  to  this  day  twelve  months. 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson  addressed  the  chair,  and  inquired 
if  thai  motion  was  not  debatable  ? 

The  Speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll  suggested  to  Mr.  Hilliard  that  his 
understanding  was  that  it  should  be  postponed  to  some  day 
not  distant,  when  the  House  could  reach  and  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  Hilliard  said  he  would  withdraw  the  motion,  as  he 


preferred  the  gentleman  from  Peniieylvania 
1118  own  motion. 

The  Speaker  eaid  the  gentleman  from  ronnaylvania  had 
cot  the  floor  to  make  the  motion.  The  gentleman  from 
TennesBee  [Mr.  A.  Johnsoni  had  taken  the  floor. 

Mr.  UiLLiAKD  then  remarked  that  he  had  heen  reminded 
that  bis  pledge  was  to  move  a  postponement  to  a  day  within 
»  reasonable  period,  and  said  he  would  modify  hie  motion 
so  as  to  name  the  Sd  day  of  January  next. 

The  Speaker  said  the  motion  could  not  be  altered  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  had 
the  floor. 

Mr.  IIiLLiARD  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
to  permit  the  moditication  to  he  made. 

Mr,  Johnson  had  no  objection,  provided  it  did  not  deprive 
lim  of  the  floor. 

The  motion  was  accordingly  modified  by  Mr,  Hlllinrd  so 
as  to  postpone  to  the  3d  day  of  January. 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnson  then  proceeded  in  his  remarks. 
He  said  the  gentleman  who  bad  just  closed  his  remarks  had 
•een  no  propriety  or  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  this 
committee.  He  seemed  to  think  it  would  bo  humiliating 
and  detracting  somewhat  from  tho  dignity  of  these  individ- 
calB — who  were  called  "  Regents,"  he  believed,  in  the  act 
cstJtblishiDg  the  Smithsonian  Institution — to  have  their  pro- 
ceedings come  under  the  supervision  of  a  committee  of  this 
House.  Now,  his  (Mr.  Johnson's)  conceptions  about  dignity 
find  position  in  this  country  were  perhaps  different  from 
those  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama.  According  to  his 
'notions  of  government,  this  body  occupied  the  highest  and 
most  elevated  position.  In  this  Democratic  Government  it 
•was  held  that  the  people  are  sovereign,  the  source  of  all 
power ;  this  body  stands  next  to  the  people,  next  to  the  sov- 
«reignty,  and  instead  of  detracting  from  their  dignity,  he 
thoughtit  was  assigning  them  their  true  position,  lie  knew 
there  were  some  who  were  really  fascinated  by  that  word 
"Regent,"  and  the  fondness  of  such  things  was  increasing 
in  our  country. 

He  thought  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  had  demonstra- 
ted clearly  to  this  llouse,  in  his  opposition  to  the  creation  of 
this  committee,  the  necessity  of  its  creation.  If  all  was 
done  well,  everything  regularly  transacted,  if  the  money 
■was  judiciously  expended,  in  the  name  of  common  reason 
■would  it  injure  or  affect  their  proceedings  to  he  snpcrviaed 
by  a  committee  appointed  by  this  body?  Why,  the  very 
disposition  to  ehrink  from  the  supervision  of  H  committee 
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appointed  bj'  the  popular  branch  of  the  Government  ongh^ 
to  carry  conviction  to  the  mind  of  this  House  of  the  nece»* 
sity  of  its  creation. 

He  was  no  prophet,  but  when  the  bill  was  before  the 
House  for  the  establishment  of  the  Smithsonian  InstitutioD^ 
he  had  predicted  what  had  already  become  a  matter  of  fact 
— that  tliis  institution  would  be  an  incubus  upon  the  Treas- 
ury, that  it  would  be  a  perpetual  source  of  expenditure* 
The  clause  in  Mr.  Smithson's  will  ^'for  the  increase  and 
diftusion  of  knowledge  among  men  "  read  well,  it  was  l^e. 
And  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  undertook  also  to  prove 
how  great  financiers  the  Board  of  Regents  were,  and  said, 
after  all  the  improvements  are  done,  they  would  have  over 
$100,000  left.  And  how  was  this  done?  Why,  they  had 
taken  $242,000,  supposed  to  be  the  interest  which  had  accu- 
mulated on  this  fund,  and  put  that  upon  interest — shaving 
bought  Treasury  notes,  he  supposed,  on  which  they  were 
drawing  interest;  and  by  this  means  they  had  saved  an  im- 
mense sum.  Did  not  every  member  know,  who  had  paid 
attention  to  the  discussion  of  this  subject  when  the  bill 
passed  placing  $500,000  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of 
Keeents,  that  not  a  dollar  of  it  was  there  ?  They  first  placed 
a  certain  amount  in  the  Treasury  that  did  not  exist  tbere^ 
and  then  calculated  interest  on  this  fictitious  amount,  and 
then  interest  on  the  interest ;  which  is  the  way  in  which 
they  arc  to  carry  on  their  extensive  works. 

Mr.  HiLLiARD.  Is  the  gentleman  charging  that  upon  the 
Board  or  this  House  ? 

Mr.  Johnson.  Charging  what  ? 

Mr.  HiLLiARD.  Why,  that  a  fictitious  amount  was  placed 
in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  JouNsoN.  I  was  going  on  to  prove  the  position  that 
this  institution  would  be  an  incubus  upon  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  HiLLiARD.  But  does  the  gentleman  charge  the  pot- 
ting this  fictitious  sum  in  the  Treasury,  &c.,  on  the  Board 
or  on  Congress.     I  wish  him  to  answer  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Johnson.  On  Congress.  The  bill  of  last  sessioD 
placed  $500,000  in  the  Treasury  which  was  not  there  Id 
reality.  It  is  true  the  Government  received  it ;  but  they 
acted  as  a  fiiithful  trustee,  and  loaned  it  out,  and  not  a  cent 
has  ever  been  returned.  In  this  state  of  the  case,  Mr.  John* 
son  denied  that  the  Government  was  justly  bound  to  refund 
the  nionov,  and  that  verv  few  of  their  constituencies  would 
sanction  it.  It  would  have  been  much  better  if  she  had 
novor  oonsontod  to  act  as  trustee  of  it ;  for,  notwithstand- 
ing their  flourishing  with  *'  Regents,"  &c.,  and  talking  of 
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such  a  sura  aa  in  the  Treasury,  it  was  not  there,  and  the  ex- 
jicneea  of  this  institution  came  out  of  the  Treasury,  which 
was  already  heavily  taxed  and  burdeoed  with  debt  to  carry 
on  the  war.  He  maisted,  now  that  they  had  commenced 
operations,  that  reports  of  their  proceedings  should  bo  reg- 
ularly laid  before  a  committee  of  this  House,  who  would 
thus  have  supervision  over  them,  and  be  a  check  upon  them. 
6ncli  a  restraint  was  needed  in  all  Government  establish- 
ments, and  there  was  no  reason  in  this  ease  why  this  insti- 
tntion  should  be  excepted. 

House  of  Representatives,  December  22, 1847. 

In  pursaance  of  the  act  establishing  the  Smithsonian  In- 
ititntion — 

The  Speaker  reappointed  Mr.  H.W.Hilliard, of  Alabama, 
aBegent  of  the  said  institution  ;  and  appointed  Mr.  Geo.  P. 
IMarsQ,  of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Robert  McClelland,  of  Michi- 
gan, to  the  Board  of  Regents  on  the  part  of  the  House,  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Hough  and  Mr.  Owen,  whose  terms  have 
expired. 

House  op  Representatives,  January  6,  1848, 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  from  the 
jRegeuts  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  showing  tho  opera- 
tions, expenditures,  and  condition  of  that  institution  for  tho 
past  year. 

Mr,  Houston,  of  Delaware,  moved  to  lay  the  report  on 
,the  table,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  called  tor  a  division  of  tho 
.question,  so  as  to  take  the  question  separately  on  each 
,Dranch  of  the  motion. 

,  The  question  was  divided  accordingly,  and  the  report  was 
[ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table.  The  question  then  recur- 
ring on  the  motion  to  print — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  opposed  tho  printing  at  pres- 
»nt.  Tho  House  saw,  in  the  proposition  to  print  this  cum- 
brous document,  a  beginning  of  what  had  been  anticipated 
;ty  some  who  were  opposed  to  this  institution.  Here  was 
■^  long  report,  accompanied  by  many  documents,  and  this 
House  was  called  upon  to  print  them  ;  and  he  expected  they 
ivould  have  a  proposition  soon  to  print  an  extra  number. 
{It  was  true  the  law  establishing  this  institution  provides 
^hat  the  Regents  should  make  a  report  to  the  House  ;  but 
.before  this  report  was  printed,  before  an  order  to  print  was 
made,  the  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian  Institution  ought 
>  be  established,  and  ought  to  report  to  tho  House  the  pro- 
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pricty  of  having  this  report  and  the  accompanying  docu* 
ments  printed. 

Perhaps  it  might  be  considered  by  some,  as  he  from  the 
beginning  had  opposed  this  institution,  that  he  had  some 
personal  dislike  to  those  connected  with  it,  or  that  he  was 
operated  upon  from  some  other  unworthy  consideration, 
that  produced  his  opposition  to  it.  He  availed  himself  of 
this  occasion  to  disavow  anything  of  this  kind.  Ho  wanted 
this  committee  established ;  he  wanted  everything  connected 
with  this  institution  referred  to  this  committee.  Let  that 
committee  report  the  result  of  their  investigation  to  this 
House. 

But  while  he  was  upon  the  floor,  there  were  some  other 
things  to  which  he  would  advert,  for  it  was  very  diflicult 
for  him  to  get  the  floor  here  on  any  given  subject.  He  bad 
had  the  honor  of  making  a  few  remarks  the  other  day  upon 
the  resolution  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a  commit- 
tee upon  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  but  before  he  had 
concluded  his  remarks  the  House  adjourned,  and  the  resolu- 
tion had  laid  over  from  that  day.  The  whole  thing  was  left 
in  the  fog,  and  no  one  could  tell  when  it  would  be  reached 
again. 

He  had  no  personal  hostility  to  this  institution.  He  ap- 
preciated and  approved  the  design  of  the  donor.  He  thought 
the  motives  and  intentions  of  Air.  Smithson  were  good ;  but 
this  thing  had  received  an  improper  direction,  and  was  al- 
ready beginning,  as  he  had  remarked,  to  result  in  a  large 
annual  expenditure  to  this  Government,  and  Congress  were 
called  upon  to  appropriate  sum  after  sum  for  printing  and 
for  other  expenses  in  getting  up  this  institution,  which  was 
to  result  in  no  good  to  the  Government  or  the  country. 
What  good  coularesult  from  this  institution,  with  its  pecu- 
liar organization  ?  Why,  it  would  have  been  much  better, 
and  would  no  doubt  have  fulfilled  the  good  intentions  and 
motives  of  the  man's  heart,  had  he  bequeathed  this  sum  to 
the  United  States  to  be  expended  in  erecting  school  houses 
of  some  description  in  this  District,  and  in  the  districts 
throughout  the  country,  in  which  the  common  children  of 
the  country  could  be  educated.  It  would  have  been  diflfiis- 
ing  knowledge  among  men  more  profitably,  more  in  accord- 
ance with  the  design  of  the  donor.  But  what  good  has  this 
/  institution  done,  as  now  organized  ? 

House  of  Eepresentatives,  Jammry  17, 1848. 

^  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 
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Reiolted.Tbal'm  addilinn  to  tliQ  standing commilleoa  of  tbU  House,  there 
i)l>ili  bo  ooQ  called  tbo  SmilhsoaUn  Ci>iiiniittee,  whose  duty  U  Bbull  bo  to 
luperinlaad  tbo  aSaln  of  tbo  SmithsODiaD  iD.ititution. 

Jletolvtd,  Tliut  tbo  repurl  made  by  the  KegecU  and  Bccom]iBnying  docu- 
ments bo  ri^forrod  to  the  Committao  on  the  Hmilhsanian  Inslitation,  wbois 
duly  it  shall  bo  to  oxanine  thesameinconnoctioQWitb  tbo  original  journal 
and  other  documents  from  which  tboy  have  been  made,  and  report  to  Ihii 
HciUBO  whclhur,  in  thoir  opinion  it  is  necesaary  to  print  all  or  any  portion 
of  Ihom,  or  not ;  and  thnt  said  committee  bo,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  &nd 
required  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  and  expodioney  of  suepend- 
iog  nil  further  operations  of  the  Smithsonian  Instilutton  until  the  Trousurj 
of  tho  United  Blatcs  be  relieved  from  tbo  heavy  and  pressing  burden  crea- 
ted by  the  eiisting  war  between  tho  anarchy  of  Mexic"  and  the  American 
Union,  And,  furlbor,  thai  said  committeo  ha  authorized  and  required  to 
procure  the  aid  uf  three  architect;,  distinguished  in  their  profession,  arao- 
ciated  with  two  responsible  and  highly  reputed  iclentiflc  practical  builders, 
who  shall  take  into  consideration  the  site,  the  design,  and  material  of  which 
Ibe  pretent  building  is  corapoaod.  and  report  the  result  of  such  eiamination 
to  IbU  House,     And,  further,  thut  said  committee  take  into  consideration 


tended  sense  of  the  term,  including  Ibe  manusIUbor  feature,  as  I 
agriculture,  horticulture,  and  all  the  various  branches  of  moc 
a*  many  of  tbera  as  may  ba  deemed  practicable  and  useful  to  the  i 


intry. 


The  Si'BAKEU  ruled  tho  resolution  out  of  order. 

Mr.  JouKSON  moved  to  suspend  tho  rules  that  the  resolu- 
tion might  he  receiped. 

The  question  was  put  on  suspending  the  rules,  and  the 
motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Notices  of  motions  for  leave  to  introduce  bills  being  in 
order,  tho  following  notice  was  given  : 

By  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee :  Of  a  bill  to  change  the 
title  of  an  act,  approved  on  the  10th  day  of  August,  ISiG, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
the  increase  and  dift'usiou  of  knowledge  among  men,"  to 
that  of  the  "  Washington  University  for  the  benefit  of  tho 
indigent  children  of  the  District  of  Columbia,"  in  memory 
of  and  out  of  respect  to  George  Washington,  the  Father 
of  hia  Country. 

House  of  Representatives,  March  13,  1848. 

Mr.  EMBaEE  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  agreed  to : 

Whereas,  James  Smithson,  Esq.,  by  bis  last  will  and  testament,  having 
given  the  whole  of  bis  property,  now  amounting  to  more  than  9TOI),O0D,  to 
the  United  Slates,  to  found  an  ostablishoient  for  tho  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men,  and  Congress,  to  carry  out  the  liherul  designs  of 
the  donor,  having  passed  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men," 
approved  August  10,  1840 ;  aqd  wheroas  offlcors  havo  been  appoint^  under 
tuid  act,  and  are  proceeding  to  erect  a  building,  which,  witn  tho  improve- 
ments attached,  according  to  their  ostiraate,  is  to  cost  about  (260,000 ;  and 
•aid  officers  are  about  to  establish  In  said  building,  with  the  Ainds  of  the 
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iDBtitation,  a  library,  to  contain  100,000  volumes,  a  museum  on  a  large  scale, 
a  chemical  laboratory,  lecture  rooms  for  the  purpose  of  deliyering  ^ctaret, 
and  a  gallery  of  art ;  and  whereas  all  of  said  objects  are  local  in  theii 
nature,  and  confined  to  the  city  of  Washington  and  its  vicinity,  when  tb€ 
design  of  the  liberal  donor  was  not  only  the  increase  of  knowledge  bat  Hm 
diffusion  of  it  amongst  men,  for  the  general  good:  and  whereas  said  ad 
provides  "  that  there  is  reserved  to  Congress  the  right  of  altering  or  amend- 
ing, adding  to,  or  repealing  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act:*'  Therefon 
belt 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Library  in<^uireinto  theexpediencj 
of  so  changing  and  modifying  said  act  as  to  establish  a  department  in  said 
institution  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  arranging  information  on  agri- 
culture, common  school  education,  political  economy,  and  the  useful  arti 
and  sciences ;  which  information,  together  with  the  useful  lectures  that  ma| 
be  delivered  in  said  institution,  shall  be  published  and  circulated  gratuit- 
ously among  the  people,  so  as  to  carry  out  the  design  of  the  testator  in  dif« 
fusing  useful  knowledge  amongst  men,  and  that  said  committee  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

House  of  Representatives,  August  8, 1848. 

Mr.  Preston,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  to 
which  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  MBrcb 
18, 1848,  relative  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  reported 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  read  and  agreed  to : 

lUsolvedf  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  change  and  modify  the  act  establish- 
ing the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  the  manner  proposed  in  said  resolution. 

Reeolvedf  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  considen^ 
tion  of  said  resolution,  and  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 

Senate,  December  11, 1848. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  on  leave,  introduced  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution,  which  was  read  a  first  time  : 

Beaolvedf  ^c.  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  of  the  class  '*  other  than  members  of  Congress,"  bs 
filled  by  the  reappointment  of  the  late  incumbents,  viz :  Rufus  Choate,  ol 
Massachusetts,  and  Gideon  Hawley,  of  New  Tork. 

Mr.  Davis  explained  the  necessity  for  the  immediate  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution,  as  a  meeting  of  the  Regents  would 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  and  it  was  important  that  the 
board  should  be  fully  organized. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  read  a  second  time,  passed 
through  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  read  a  third 
tim^  and  passed. 

Senate,  Fcbruari/  22,  1849. 

Mr.  Mason  presented  the  annual  report  of  the  Regentfl 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  and  moved  that  one  thous- 
and copies  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate ;  which  waa 
agreed  to. 
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SEDINGS  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

House  op  Rbprbsbntatives,  December  1],  1848. 

""^^^  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
t^^olyition  of  Mr.  Truman  Smith,  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  a  standing  committee,  to  be  called  the  Com- 
niittee  on  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

^r.  GoGGiN  rose,  and  was  understood  to  express  his  desire 
^  offer  an  amendment  providing  tliat  no  member  should 
have  the  right  to  call  the  previous  question  on  any  proposi- 
tion presented  to  the  House  until  the  same  should  have  been 
distinctly  stated  by  the  Chair  or  the  Clerk. 

Air,  Goggin  desired,  if  in  order,  to  oflfer  this  as  an  amend- 
ttient  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[A4r.  Johnson.] 

The  Speaker  was  understood  to  say  that  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Goggin]  wauld  be  in 
orxJer  after  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
^^e  [Mr.  Johnson]  had  been  disposed  of.  The  question  now 
vrae^  on  ordering  the  appointment  of  an  additional  commit- 
tee on  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  question  was  accordingly  put  by  the  Chair,  but  he- 
re the  decision  had  been  announced — 
^  Mr.  Johnson  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  House  would  adopt 
^is  amendment.     The  subject  involved  the  expenditure  of 
^Ondreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  he  could  see  no  sub- 
®t;«4ntial  reason  why  opposition  should  be  made  to  the  ap- 
P^^intment  of  such  a  committee.     The  Regents  were  pre- 
d,  as  he  understood,  to  make  a  report.     This  Congress 
the  supervision  of  the  fund,  and  had  the  appointment 
Bome  of  its  Regents;  and  he  could  not  see  why  this  body^ 
incorporation,  or  institution,  upon  which  so  much  money 
3.  been  expended,  should  not  be  reported  upon,  as  to  its 
I^**oceedings  and  condition,  to  this  House.     Congress  had 
^'^cioived  the  fund,  and  had  become  responsible  for  it.    They 
^^re  the  trustees.     Were  they  to  act  before  a  committee  ot 
^5^^    House  had  reported  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
*^iicl8  had  been  disposed  of,  and  upon  other  matters  of  that 
^^nd?     He   was   utterly  astonished   that  his  amendment 
^tiould  find  any  opponent  on  this  floor.     Did  gentlemen 
'^i^sh  to  exclude  all  light  upon  the  subject — to  prevent  the 
Country  receiving  such  information  as  it  was  in  their  power 
^o  give — to  keep  from  public  view  the  facts  connected  with 
^^e  expenditure  of  the  money  ?     It  was  strange  that  any 
gentleman  should  be  found  willing  to  say  that  he  did  not 
k  'Want  a  committee  which  might  ascertain  all  the  facts  and 
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report  them  to  the  country.  Various  complaints  had  been  -^ 
made  as  to  the  expenditure  of  the  money,  the  structure  of  Iji 
the  building,  and  the  material  of  which  it  was  composed.  I  ^ 
Were  gentleman  willing  to  exclude  all  those  facts  which  it  L^ 
was  requisite  should  be  known  in  order  to  arrive  at  correct  \jt 
conclusions,  and  intelligently  to  direct  the  future  operations 
of  the  Institution  ?  If  all  was  going  on  well,  if  the  build- 
ing was  properly  constructed,  and  the  money  had  been 
properly  expended,  let  the  country  understand  it  He 
trusted  that  the  House  would  adopt  his  proposition,  and 
that  a  committee  would  be  appointed. 

Mr.  McClelland,  of  Mich.,  said  that  he  was  not  opposed 
to  the  appointment  of  the  committee  contemplated  by  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  efohn- 
8on.]   At  the  same  time,  if  he  had  no  other  reasons  than  those 
which  had  been  assigned  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
he  (Mr.  McClelland)  should  be  radically  opposed  to  such  s^ 
appointment.     Reports  had  been  sent  in  by  the  Board  o^ 
Regents  that  were  very  full  and  ample  in  regard  to  all  tb® 
fiwjts  that  the  people  throughout  the  country  could  desire  '^^ 
know  concerning  this  institution.     One  very  full  report  ^^^ 
all  facts  touching  the  institution  had  been  laid  before  t^^ 
House  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.     The  House  h^^J^^ 
refused  to  print  it.     That  report,  his  friend  from  Tenness^^li^. 
(Mr.  Johnson)  would  find,  had  set  forth,  in  a  simple  ai^^-^w 
lucid  manner,  everything  connected  with  the  institutio^^^e 
since    its    organization — everything  that  had   been  don^^^i^e, 
under  the  law  passed  by  Congress  down  to  that  time.    H^       o^ 
(Mr.  McClelland,)  for  one,  as  a  member  of  the  Board  c^^^r^ 
Regents,  would  say,  that  it  was  not  afraid  of  any  investigfl^^*^! 
tion  by  a  committee  of  this  House  or  otherwise.     He  woul(^  ^^ 
go  as  far  as  any  reasonable  man  in  favor  of  economy  anC^  ^^ 
retrenchment ;  and  he  would  say  that  the  Board  of  Regents^^"^ 
80  far  as  his  knowledge  extended,  had  acted  upon  bott^^^ 
these  principles  in  every  step  they  had  taken.     He  wa^-^^ 
astonished,  on  entering  upon  his  official  duties,  to  find  thair 
almost  every  report  which  had  been  put  in  circulation  \r0 
regard  to  the  institution  was  entirely  false  and  groundless*^ 
He  hoped  that  every  gentleman  here,  who  was  a  friend  tor' 
the  institution,  would  permit  a  committee  to  be  appointed^ 
and  that  it  might  be  composed  of  members  who  were  radi- 
cally opposed  to  the  institution,  so  that  no  barrier  should  be 
interposed  to  the  most  rigorous  and   searching  scrutiny. 
And  (continued  Mr.  McClelland)  if  that  committee  shall  give 
to  the  country  such  a  report  as  I  know  they  will  give,  (for 
none  other  can  they  make,)  the  effect  will  be  to  raise  the 
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inetitution  to  a  higher  point  in  public  estimation  than  any 
which  it  has  ever  yet  attained. 

Mr.  HiLLiARD  rose,  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents 
in  this  House,  to  make  no  opposition  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  if  it  should  be  the  deliber- 
ate opinion  of  the  House  that  such  a  committee  should  be 
appointed.     But  he  wished  the  House  to  mark  the  spirit  in 
which  the  motion  was  made.     When  the  report  was  brought 
forward  by  him  (Mr.  Hilliard)  from  the  Board  of  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  a  motion  was  made  to  print  it,  the  gentleman 
Wrom  Tennessee  was  the  very  one  who  interposed  his  objec* 
"tion  to  the  printing.     They  had  been  reproached  with  not 
Y>eing  willing  to  exhibit  their  doings  to  the  country.     It  had 
Y>een  said  that  there  had  been  improper  expenditures  of 
xnoney,  an  indiscreet  distribution  of  funds  authorized  by 
"t^hem.     Here  was  an  ample  report  setting  forth  all  the  facts, 
mnaking  everything  plain;   and  when  he  had  moved  the 
]printing  of  the  report,  for  the  information  of  the  country, 
-to   his  amazement  that  very  gentleman   objected  to  tne 
printing,  on  the  simple  ground  of  expense.     But  now  the 
^ntleman  came  forward  with  a  proposition  to  form  a  stand- 
ing committee  whose  business  it  should  be  to  supervise  the 
action  of  the  three  members  of  this  House  and  the  three 
members  of  the  Senate  who  were  already  charged  \vith 
directing  the  affairs  of  this  institution.     He  should  offer  no 
objections  to  the  proposition ;  he  left  it  to  the  taste  and 
judgment  of  the  House.    For  one,  he  gave  way,  and  yielded 
any  objections  which  he  had  hitherto  offered  to  the  propo- 
sition. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  said  the  gentleman  from  Al- 
abama seemed  to  have  stepped  off  upon  the  wrong  track 
when  he  said  that  the  simple  objection  which  he  (Mr.  John- 
son) had  had  to  the  printing  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
was  that  it  would  involve  an  expenditure  of  money. 
Mr.  Hilliard  (in  his  seat)  said  he  had  so  understood  it. 
Mr.  Johnson  continued.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama 
had  wholly  misconceived  his  opposition  to  the  printing  of 
this  report  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  It  would  be  re- 
membered by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  and  by  the 
whole  House,  that  he  (Mr.  Johnson)  was  striving  the  whole 
session,  that  he  had  made  effort  after  effort  to  procure  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  before  this  report  should  be 
printed,  that  they  might  ascertain  whether  this  was  the 
report  which  should  be  printed  or  not.  This  was  the  objec- 
tion he  had  to  the  printing  of  the  report.     He  wanted  it 
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referred  to  a  committee,  with  instructions  to  inquire  intc^^ -^ 
•  the  expediency  of  printing  this  report,  and  also  of  printinj 
a  work  which  they  desired  to  have  printed  upon  architect 
ure — a  kind  of  mongrel  report  prepared  by  some  of  th 
regents.     lie  wanted  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
all  the  facts  about  the  institution,  and  to  report  them  to  this 
House ;  as  well  as  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  print- 
ing this  long,  voluminous  report  of  the  regents. 

Mr.  niLLiARD  said  he  believed  he  had  understood  the 
gentleman's  remarks  correctly,  so  far  as  his  objections  went 
to  the  expenses  of  the  printing.     The  gentleman  now  chose 
to  assume  other  grounds;    that  he  desired   to  examine 
whether  it  was  such  a  report  as  the  House  ought  to  receive. 
Now  it  would  have  been  far  better  for  the  gentleman  to 
have  allowed  it  to  be  printed,  and  then  this  Mouse  would 
have  been  better  enabled,  at  this  session,  to  ascertain  the 
fact  whether  it  was  such  a  report  as  they  would  receive- 
But  there  was  no  concealing  the  fact,  that  the  spirit  in 
which  the  gentleman  made  his  motion  did  not  grow  out  of 
any  desire  to  have  the  afiairs  of  this  institution  better  con- 
ducted, or  to  make  its  action  more  efficient,  or  to  relieve  it 
of  a  single  burden ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  from  the  uncom- 
promising hostility  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
and  a  few  others — he  was  happy  to  say  they  were  but  few — 
felt  against  this  institution.     The  gentlemen  would  be  for 
destroying  its  organization,  for  razmg  its  structure  to  the 
very  foundations,  and  for  returning  to  the  British  Govern* 
ment,  or  to  the  trustees  of  the  donor,  the  munificent  sam 
which  had  been  received  from  that  quarter.     He  asked  the 
gentleman  if  it  was  not  so,  and  if  he  was  not  opposed  to 
anv  use,  whatever,  being  made  of  the  fund  for  tne  estab-  - 
lishment  of  an  institution  in  this  country  called  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution? 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  as  the  question  had  been  asked  hiniK- 
he  would  very  cheerfully  answer  it.     The  gentleman  wante " 
to  know  if  his  hostility  was  not  fixed  to  this  institution. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  rose  to  a  question  of  ordei 
He  wished  to  know  of  the  Speaker  whether  it  was  in  orde^ 
to  discuss  the  general  merits  of  the  Smithsonian  Institutio 
upon  a  mere  proposition  to  appoint  a  committee  ? 

The  Speaker  replied  that  the  House  had  adopted  no  nil 
of  proceeding,  and  that  the  parliamentary  law  allowed 
very  wide  range  of  debate. 

Mr.  Johnson  proceeded  in  his  explanation.  He  was  sat- 
isfied that  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  with  no  nnkiorf 
spirit  asked  if  he  (Mr.  Johnson)  was  not  fixed  in  his  faofitil* 
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ity  to  the  very  organization  of  this  institution.    He  could 
inform  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  that  he  misconceived 
fais  relation  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     He  had  no 
fixed  hostility  to  it.     The  hostility  (if  it  could  be  so  called) 
— ^the  opposition  which  he  had  to  this  institution  rested 
upon  other  and  different  grounds  from  a  mere  hostility  to 
the  design  of  such  an  institution     One  of  the  principal  rea- 
sons why  he  wanted  this  committee  appointed  was  not  out 
of  opposition  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  but  taking 
into  consideration  the  peculiar  crisis  of  the  country  at  that 
time,  and  the  continuation  of  that  crisis  at  this  time,  and 
the  burdens  which  this  institution  was  imposing  upon  the 
<lovernment,  he  wished  to  see  its  affairs  thoroughly  inves- 
tigated and  brought  before  the  public.     That  this  fund  had 
been  received  from  the  United  States ;  that  the  United  States 
liad  discharged  its  duty  as  trustee  with  fidelity ;  that  this 
ftnd  had  been  sunk  and  lost — these  were  all  true ;  and  ac- 
cording to  his  construction  of  the  Constitution  and  of  the 
duties  of  a  trustee,  he  considered  that  the  Government  was 
exonerated  from  any  further  responsibility  in  connection 
''^th  this  fund.     It  was  well  known  that  the  original  fund 
had  been  lost,  and  it  was  known,  too,  that  the  law  estab- 
''^hing  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  took  the  money  out  of 
the   Treasury  of  the    Government — out  of   the  people's 
pocket?     When  the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  K)unded, 
every  dollar  of  the  money  received  from  Mr.  Smithson  was 
IPo^e — not  a  dollar  of  it  was  available.     He  had  opposed  an 
institution  of  this  kind  being  established  with  funds  taken 
out  of  the  Treasury ;  not  that  he  was  opposed  to  an  institu- 
^pti   established  upon  the  Smithsonian  fund — not  that  he 
disapproved  of  the  object  of  the  donor;  but  he  was  opposed 
}?  time  of  war,  when  we  were  incurring  a  very  heavy  pub- 
r^    debt,  to  going  into  the  Treasury,  and  establishing  an 
^'^atitution  of  this  description,  at  an  expense  to  the  people 
^f  some  five  or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
,    Another  reason  was,  that  he  believed,  under  the  law 
^^If,  the  money  had  been  improperly  withdrawn  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.     The  House  had  been  in- 
rormed,  by  the  able  and  eloquent  gentleman  from  Ala- 
j°ypay  that  the  regents  had  withdrawn  money  from  the 
^■■©•rory  to  the  amount  of  $242,000,  and  by  an  extraordi- 
nmnt  process  of  financiering,  were  doubling  and  compound- 
**^    They  had  been  informed,  also,  that  none  of  the 
^  had  been  expended.     How  had  this  been  done  ? 
bh  the  law  was  passed,  every  gentleman  here  at  all 
rith  the  subject  knew  that  this  fund  was  gone — 
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that  not  one  dollar  of  it  was  left;  ho  had  the  docnmea 
before  him  to  show  that  thia  was  the  foot.    Bot  the  la 

f)laced  that  in  the  Treasury  which  was  not  there ;  it  was 
egal  fictioD.  It  said  that  a  certain  amount  had  been  place 
in  the  Treasury  in  1836,  and  had  remained  there  and  bee 
drawing  interest  from  1836,  and  that  the  interest  on  thi 
sum  (which  was  not  in  the  Treasury)  was  $242,000 ;  an 
this  amount  was  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  this  instih 
tion,  called  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Ho  had  believe 
it  wrong;  ho  still  believed  it  so.  But  under  this  law,  ho^ 
this  amount  of  money  had  been  drawn  out  of  the  Treaaur 
he  had  never  been  able  to  ascertain.  He  was  in  hope,  not 
that  a  running  discussion  had  arisen  on  the  subject,  ths 
they  would  be  informed  how  this  large  amount  of  mone 
had  been  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury.  He  could  find  n 
authority  for  it  in  the  act  establishing  the  institation — n 
authority  for  drawing  out  of  the  Treasury  this  large  amoan 
of  money,  and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  their  secretary,  o 
at  interest,  or  making  any  other  disposition  of  it. 

The  reason  why  he  had  opposed  the  printing  of  this  re 
port  at  the  last  session,  and  proposed  the  anpoiotraent  of  ; 
committee,  was,  that  there  were  rumors  about  the  city  ii 
relation  to  the  contract  for  erecting  the  buildings;  itnai 
been  charged  that  there  had  been  Bribery  going  on;  card 
had  been  published  that  there  was  maladministration  in  a 
these  matters ;  that  there  was  corruption  in  the  very  incip 
ency  of  this  institution.     They  had  been  told  that  tl 
building  was  bad,  that  the  materials  furnished  were  perie 
able,  while  he  understood  it  was  the  design  of  the  donor 
have  it  made  lire-proof — a  substantial,  enduring  buildii 
He  wanted  all  these  fiicts  ascertained.    Let  the  commit 
take  the  wholo  matter  under  their  charge  and  report 
facts,  and  let  the  House  and  the  country  determine  whet 
it  was  ail  right  or  not. 

He  referred,  as  another  objection,  to  the  question  of 
incompatibility,  under  the  Constitution,  of  the  same  i 
viduftls  holding  at  the  same  time  the  office  of  membei 
Congress,  drawing  per  diem  and  mileage  as  such,  aac 
office  of  Regents  of  this  institution,  drawing  also  mi 
and  expenses  from  it — expenses  which,  when  they  ci^ 
look  into  these  reports,  they  saw  wore  extraordinary. 

The  gentleman  bad  gravely  charged  that  ho  lia^ 
fested  hostility  to  the  inatitation.  Sujipose  he  fcyj^ 
pose  he  was  detan^M^atonpoae  it  in  every  t|^^ 
tense ;  ^^StJ^ttt/K/^^B^^  right— if  tho  . 
the  indinawl^^^^^^^^nr  was  being  c%^ 
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in  the  name  of  commoD  sense,  would  not  a  committee,  by 
their  investigation,  convince  the  House  and  tho  country 
that  his  objections  were  not  not  well  founded,  if  such  was 
the  fact  ?  .Would  not  such  investigation  put  the  institution 
and  the  regents  on  a  better,  a  more  enduring  foundation  ? 
Then  let  them  have  a  committee.  If  the  institution  was 
right — if  the  Regents  were  carrying  out  the  design  of  James 
Smithson,  let  it  be  ascertained  by  the  committee,  and  be  • 
pabltshed  to  the  House  and  the  country, 

Mr,  HiLLTABD  resumed.  The  gentleman  now  said  he  had 
no  hostility  to  the  institution.  And  how  did  he  prove  it? 
Why,  he  said  they  had  put  a  fictitious  sum  into  the  Treas- 
ury, and  therefore  he  would  repeal  the  law,  and  replace  the 
money  in  the  Treasury.  It  was  well  known  that  this  Gov- 
ernment had  received  the  fund  from  the  trustees  of  James 
Smithson  as  a  sacred  trust.  The  Government  had  thought 
proper  to  loan  the  money  to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  he  oe- 
lieved;  the  money  had  been  squandered;  and  now  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  opposed  to  the  use  of  a  sin- 
gle dollar  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  until  the  State  of 
Arkansas  was  made  to  refund  the  money!  Was  he  not 
opposed  to  the  institution  ?  and  was  not  the  very  object  of 
hia  motion  to  uproot  tho  whole  establishment,  on  the  ground 
that  the  Government  had  loaned  tho  money  to  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  and  (hat  it  had  never  been  returned  ?  By  every 
moral,  by  every  equitable  con.'jidc ration,  the  Government 
having  loaned  and  lost  the  money,  was  bound  to  make  good 
the  trust.  Therefore,  when  the  Government  had  thought 
proper  to  make  the  establishment,  it  had  authorized  the 
Regents  in  proper  form  to  draw  the  money  bequeathed  by 
James  Smithson.  It  was  in  this  way  that  the  money  had 
been  taken.  And  because  they  had  thought  proper  to 
make  a  judicious  use  of  it  from  time  to  time,  they  were  ar- 
raigned by  the  gentleman  as  having  squandered  the  funds. 
Let  him  agree  to  have  the  report  published,  and  he  would 
find  that  it  gave  a  fall  account  of  what  they  had  done. 

But  the  gentleman  had  said  it  was  a  crisis.  It  had  been 
a  long  crisis.  Thank  Heaven  the  crisis  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman referred  had  passed  away.  Tho  gentleman's  allusion 
to  the  war  reminded  him  of  the  apology  always  ottered  by 
the  steward  in  the  Bride  of  Laramermoor,  who  always 
accounted  for  the  absence  of  articles  of  luxury  about  the 
castle  of  his  master,  on  the  ground  that  there  had  been  a 
great  fire  there ;  and  now  the  gentleman  would  put  down 
every  appropriation,  whether  for  new  objects,  or  to  maintain 
a  great  existing  establishment,  by  the  cry,  "the  war,  the 
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war."  He  thanked  heaven  the  war  was  at  an  end.  He 
thanked  heaven  peace  bad  come  in  our  time ;  and  be 
trasted  that  if  there  had  been  much  treasure  squandered  in 
war,  this  establishment,  so  sublime  in  its  design,  so  magnif- 
icent iu  its  conception,  was  not  to  share  in  the  calamities  of 
war.  Hia  objection  to  the  gentleman's  scheme  was,  that  it 
would  launch  the  institution  on  a  political  sea.  Leave  the 
superintendence  of  the  establishment  to  the  Board  of  Be- 
genta,  of  whom  three  were  members  of  the  Hoase,  and 
three  members  of  the  Senate,  and  who  in  some  sense  cod- 
stituted  a  committee  of  Congress,  and  leave  to  them  to 
report  upon  the  state  of  its  atSiirs  from  time  to  time.  If 
their  fiddity  and  discretion  could  not  be  confided  in,  then 
we  had  fallen  on  evil  times.  But  he  would  not  oppose  the 
motion  ;  he  would  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  to 
dispose  of. 

Mr.  TacMAS  Smith,  of  Conu.,  thought  this  proposition 
altogether  premature.  He  had  offered  a  resolution  in  the 
ordinary  form — a  resolution  which  really  ought  to  have  been 
offered  early  last  week — for  the  adoption  of  the  ordinair 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  and  had  connected  with  thia 
a  proposition,  as  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  r»ae  a 
committee  to  revise  and  report  upon  the  rules,  from  time  to 
time.  If  this  resolution,  as  offered,  should  pass,  then  they 
would  have  a  committee  upon  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House,  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  could  then  offer 
bis  proposition,  and  refer  it  to  that  committee,  who  would 
take  such  action  upon  it  as  they  might  deem  proper.  He 
was  now  very  apprehensive  that  there  was  to  be  no  end  to 
this  discussion,  and  no  end  to  their  efforts  to  amend  the 
rules,  if  they  were  to  favor  propositions  of  this  character  at 
all ;  and  he  desired  to  ask  of  the  chair  whether  it  was  com- 
petent for  him  to  move  the  previous  question? 

The  Speaker  replied  that  the  previous  question  might  be 
moved  ;  but  the  question  on  the  amendment,  having  been 
first  moved,  must  be  first  put. 

Mr.  SaiTH  inquired,  in  case  the  previous  question  was 
sustained,  if  it  did  not  cut  off  the  amendment  ? 

The  Speaker  said  the  previous  question  could  not  be  put 
until  after  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment ;  and 
he  read  from  the  Manual  on  this  point. 
.  Mr.  Smith.  If  the  previous  question  is  moved,  does  it 
stop  debate  on  this  proposition  '! 

The  Speaker  replied  in  the  negative ;  but  said  he  would 
regard  the  previous  qaestion  as  moved,  so  that,  when  this 
amendmei^t  Vfoa  ^gOUJUmj^^^w  could  be  moved,  and 
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th^i^  no  debate  could  arise  except  upon  the  previous  ques- 
tioi^. — the  previous  question  being  debatable  under  the  Par- 
lisi^Yrxcntary  law. 

'SAr.  White  inquired  in  case  this  resolution  was  adopted, 
ir  _^t;   did  not  place  all  the  bills  and  resolutions,  &c.,  on  the 
~_<endar  as  thev  were  at  the  close  of  the  last  session— "if  it 
not  leave  the  House  precisely  in  the  position  in  which 

were  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  ? 
ho  Speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
INIr.  White  said,  then,  that  a  proposition  of  this  character 
pd  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Hules,  and  remained 
Skcted  on.     He  wished  to  know  whether  it  would  not  b^ 
Lpetent  to  reach  it  in  the  ordinary  way  ?  and  whether 
was,  therefore,  any  necessity  for  the  adoption  of  the 
mdment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ? 
T.  Geo.  p.  Marsh  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
i'cci.pugningor  defending  the  cDuduct  of  the  Board  of  Reffents, 
or   ^ven  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  the  discussion  of 
ti'ho  merits  of  this  motion  ;  but  simply  that  it  might  not  be 

from  his  silence  that  any  member  of  the  Board  in 

BSuse  was  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

the  contrary,  he  was  now,  and  had  been  from  the  time 

^''vas  offered  at  the  last  session,  decidedly  in  favor  of  its 

option.     He  was  satisfied,  from  what  he  had  seen  of  the 

^^^Hagement  of  this  institution,  that  a  committee  such  as 

"***        proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  would  serve 

^  most  wholesome  and  necessary  check  upon  the  proceed- 

of  this  institution.     He  believed  that  the  Board  of 

'S^nts  would  be,  and  ought  to  have  been  long  since,  made 

^^^viainted  with  its  direct  responsibility  to  the  power  which 

x^  created  it. 

"^4  T.  R.  B.  Rhett,  of  S.  C,  said,  for  the  reasons  which  the 
^  '^tleman  from  Vermont  had  assigned,  he  trusted  a  commit- 
^^^"^vould  not  be  appointed.  He  wanted  no  such  direct  respon- 
^*^ility  as  the  gentleman  had  spoken  of.  He  was  opposed  to 
j^"^y  cjonnection  of  the  Government  with  this  institution  ;  and 
^  ^v^ould  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  that  his 
"^J-^^lishment  of  a  standing  committee  was  the  very  method 
*    **l11  others  which  was  to  give  permanency  to  this  institu- 


.^^^^ ,  and  attach  it  forever  to  the  Government.  The  only 
jlj^^  to  get  rid  of  it  was  to  let  all  the  money  be  paid  over  to 
^^^^^•816  gentlemen-t-the  Regents,  and  the  Government  cut 
^^^Jttelves  loose  from  it  entirely.  He  was  opposed  to  any 
Ittee,  standing  or  otherwise,  which  set  up  a  congres- 
^qperviaion  oyer  the  Regents  of  this  institution,  or 
k  ulBtitQtion  itself.     He  hoped,  therefore,  unless  the 
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House  was  determined  to  carry  on  this  connection,  to  per- 
petuate it,  and  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  this  institntion, 
that  this  committee  would  not  be  appointed.  On  the  con- 
trary, if  the  Regents  thought  proper,  let  the  whole  money 
be  paid  over  to  them,  and  the  Government  be  cut  off  en- 
tirely from  all  responsibility  or  connection  with  it 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  said  he  would  take  the  libei^ 
of  making  a  remark  here,  for  the  purpose  of  setting  himself 
and  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent  in  some 
degree  right,  in  reference  to  this  Smithsonian  fund.  The 
gentleman  from  Alabama  had  said  that  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas had  squandered  all  this  fund.  Now,  whether  it  was  any 
enjoyment  to  the  gentleman  to  assail  his  [Mr.  Johnson's] 
State- 
Mr.  HiLLiARD  explained,  disclaiming  the  slightest  inten- 
tion to  assail  the  gentleman's  State,  and  saying  that  he  bad 
merely  spoken  of  the  money  as  being  lost  or  squandered  by 
the  General  Government. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ark.,  said  the  gentleman  ought  to  have 
been  aware  of  the  fact  that  he  might  wound  the  fetfings  of 
some  persons  on  the  floor,in  his  rather  loose  and  general  style 
of  speaking.  He  had  heard  those  who  did  not  like  some  oi 
the  Yankees,  damn  them  all  as  a  class.  He  never  thoagbt 
they  did  exactly  right  to  damn  every  Yankee  Qaughterl  u©* 
cause  they  disliked  some  few  whom  they  had  met,  Ther^ 
were  some  very  clever  gentlemen  amongst  them ;  he  wished 
there  were  as  good  elsewhere. 

Now,  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  thisSta^^^ 
and  this  fund.  The  gentleman  had  said  the  whole  of  th^m-* 
Smithsonian  legacy  had  been  squandered  by  the  State  ci^f 
Arkansas.  Squandered — ^how  ?  Did  the  gentleman  kno^^ 
anything  about  the  disposal  of  this  money  by  the  State  cmi 
Arkansas?  If  he  did,  he  knew  that  it  had  l)een  lost  by  th^® 
adoption,  by  that  State,  of  his  loved  system — ^the  bankii^  £ 
system. 

He  wished  to  state,  in  order  that  his  State  might  8ta»-  ^ 
free  from  any  unjust  charge  here,  that  there  was  not,  with"*!  n 
the  limits  of  that  State,  and  never  had  been,  a  respectal^^® 
party,  known  as  a  party,  who  would  repudiate  the  first  dc^l- 
iar  of  the  debt  she  owed.     If  there  were  such  persons,  t>® 
could  only  pledge  himself,  as  an  humble' individual,  thatfc® 
would  always  fight  them.     Small  as  she  was,  insignificant  ^8 
she  was,  there  was  no  man  within  her  limits  who  could  li  "^^ 
a  political  life  tor  one  day  and  espouse  such  a  doctrica^* 
What  was  her  condition  ?    She  was  poor;   her  populatL^ 
was  small ;  the  taxes  upon  her  people  would  be  increa^^ 
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"Cyond  humaD  endurance,  if  they  were  put  on  to  pay  this 
^eot  at  once.  She  waa  growing ;  she  had  natural  resources, 
great  and  extensive;  give  them  time  to  be  developed,  and 
'he  would  pay  this  debt,  and  every  other  debt  she  owed. 
He  believed  it,  before  God. 

But  in  the  account  between  the  United  States  and  the 
6tate  of  Arkansas,  the  debt  was  not  altogether  on  the  side 
of  the  latter.     It  had  used  to  be  a  matter  of  jest  with  his 
,    predecessor — a  proud  and  honorable  man,  whose  post   he 
could  never  fill — that  whenever  the  United  States  would 
settle,  (ken,  Arkansas  would  settle  too.     There  was,  never- 
theless, a  great  deal  of  truth  in  this.     The  whole  per  cent- 
'Bge  on  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  which  belonged  to  that 
JState,  had  been  reserved  by  the  Government — for  what? 
To  apply  towards  the  payment  of  this  Smithsonian  fund. 
What  the  amount  was,  he  did  not  know.    He  hoped  there 
would  he  enough  to  pay  the  interest ;  he  would  like  it  if 
there  was  enough  to  pay  the  principal  too;  there  might  not 
be  enough  for  either.     But  that  that  State  would  conic  up 
to  the  mark,  and  fully  pay  all  her  debts,  both  principal  and 
interest,  whenever  she  waa  able  to  do  so,  he  assured  the  gen-* 
tletnan  from   Alabama,  and  the  country.     He  hoped  the 

fSDtleman  would  not  further  attack  the  State  in  general; 
e  would  rather  he  would  attack  him.  He  did  hope  they 
"Would  hear  no  more  of  this  general  denunciation — as  far,  at 
least,  as  the  State  of  Arkansas  waa  concerned.  [A  laugh.] 
He  did  not  care  if  the  gentleman  attacked  Alaoama,  [re- 
newed laughter,]  or  any  other  State,  with  the  consent  of 
those  who  were  to  defend  her;  but  let  him  not  jump  upon 
his  State,  because  she  waa  small !  Why,  gentlemen  of  mag- 
nanimity ought  to  be  ashamed  of  themselves  for  such  a 
«ourse. 

He  waa  against  this  amendment,  because  this  business  was 
already  placed  in  the  hands  of  honorable  men,  the  Eegents 
«f  the  Institution,  who  were  fully  competent  to  discharge 
the  duty  assigned  tu  them  ;  and  furthermore,  because  they 
were  amply  severe  upon  the  State  of  Arkansas,  [a  laugh,] 
from  the  experictiuc  he  had  had  with  them,  without  other 
men  being  added  to  them, 

Mr.  HiLLiAKD  rose  simply  for  the  purpose  of  disclaiming 
tmy  intention,  in  the  remarks  he  had  made,  to  assail  the 
Stale  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  McIlvaine  rose,  and  was  understood  to  intimate  his 
dc«in}   to  move  an  amendment.     But  it  was  not  now  in 

^£h^^_^  i'jn  was  thereupon  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
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Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tenneseee,  and  was  decided  in  the  aega- 
tive. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  then  eeconded 
and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  he  put;  and,  aader 
its  operation,  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Smith  was  adopted. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Seriate  for  the  appointment  of 
Kegents  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  taken  up,  read 
three  times,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

■  House  of  Representatives,  December  12,  1848. 

The  Speaker  announced  tho  call  for  petitions  to  be  in 
order,  and  the  call  having  reached  the  State  of  Louisiana — 

Mr.  MoRBE  observed  that  he  did  not  rise  to  present  a  peti- 
tion from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  but  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion ;  and  he  asked  the  attention   of  the  Uouse  tor  a  few 
moments.     It  was  to  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  ou  that 
part  of  the  resolution  for  the  adoption  of  the  rules  of  tix^ 
House  which  rejected  the  application  for  a  commission  an 
the  Smithsonian  Institution.     He  thought,  without  enterir^w 
into  any  argument  on  this  subject,  that  the  House  woik^d 
see  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  committee,  in  order     -j^ 
meet  the  views  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermo-^^t 

fMr.  Marsh,]  as  well  as  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca.-»-o^ 
ina,  [Mr.  Rhett.]     And  he  had  no  doubt  that  those  of  tl*^ip 
friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  who  desired  to  tcrmirkstte 
all  connection  between  the  Governmcntand  this  institute  q^ 
would  see  as  well  the  propriety  of  submitting  thismatt^rt^ 
a  committee,  who  would  be  authorized,  without  further-  jn. 
Btruction,  to  examine  and  see  whether  it  would  not  be    'k^.f^ 
ter,  and  whether  it  would  not  he  carrying  out  the    trug^ 
which  the  Government  had  solemnly  accepted  from  th^j  laie 
James  Smithson,  to  hand  over  all  the  moneys  whi(;\\  Jjad 
been  received  by  the  United  States  to  an  incorporate^  \oi^ 
who  should  have  the  sole  charge  of  the  funds  arisitx^  f^gj,! 
this  legacy.     Such  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  othet  ^jjg  of 
the  House  as  thought  the  affairs  of  the  institution  \iy.  .  1,1  be 
better  managed  under  the  surveillunoe   of  a    c^-.    '^  -.[ee, 
must  he  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  well  to  Viv,"    "",'  Ao 
bnowleJee  of  the  House  the  true,  exact  state  Ci-f     "^^3  .    |i, 
tution.     It  was  true  a  very  elaborate, ft 7^^^\       Vhiv'-  '".Jj 
been  made  by  the  Regents ;  butit^MMH^^  ^^V^  1 »» 
far  as  the  interests  of  this  co\xttl7fnMI|Vll^^k''|g  ,i«t>o^^. 
ccrncd.     Let  a  cflinniittee   Vj^j  anpo^trt'''^  '^    ^st- 
who  should  *"'  '*' '    ""»•*-       ■  --  ■ 
whether  th9' 
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keeping  it  under  the  control  of  thia  Government,  or  whether 
they  would  not  faithfully  discharge  their  trust,  after  having 
passed  a  law  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  by  dia- 
cmbarrassing  the  Government  and  the  House  from  all  con- 
nection with  the  institution.  He  held  it  to  be  a  responsible 
duty  which  this  House  had  taken  upon  itself;  and  whatever 
might  have  been  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  on  this  eide  of 
the  House  as  to  the  propriety  of  accepting  the  legacy,  it 
waa  now  too  late  to  interpose  any  objections  on  that  score. 
The  two  Houses  of  Congress  were  under  solemn  obligation 
feithfully  to  discharge  the  duty  which,  as  the  trustees  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  and  of  James  Smitbson,  they 
bad  undertaken;  and  that  duty  could  only  be  discharged 
by  referring  the  matter  to  a  committee,  impartial  in  its 
character,  capable  of  examining,  who  should  report  the 
facts  to  this  Houae,  as  to  the  future  conduct  of  this  institu- 
tion. 

He  was  not  disposed  to  commit  himself  now  to  either  course, 
whether  he  should  be  in  favor  of  continuing  the  connection 
of  this  institution  with  the  Government  or  not;  or  whether 
he  could  see  his  way  clear  to  disembarrass  the  Government 
from  any  further  connection  with  it.  He  merely  threw  out 
the  suggestion,  that  if  a  committee  of  gentlemen  on  this 
floor  should  show  them,  should  indicate  clearly  that  this 
could  be  done,  then  he  apprehended  there  was  no  gentleman 
who  would  not  be  willing  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the 

fentlemeu  who  should  have  charge  of  this  institution.  The 
ill  which  established  this  Smithsonian  Institution  bad 
passed  hastily,  without  having  undergone  the  surveillance 
of  any  committee.  It  was  true,  a  distinguished  gentleman 
had  made  an  elaborate  report  from  a  committee  appointed 
on  this  subject,  accompanied  by  a  hill;  but  the  House 
would  recollect  that  that  report  was  rejected,  and  a  sub- 
stitnte  ofiered  by  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
■Hough,]  which  embodied  some  amendments  oftbrea  by 
himself,  [Mr.  Morse,]  and  by  other  gentlemen,  was  passed, 
and  became  the  act  under  which  the  institution  was  at  pres- 
ent organized.  That  act  was  imperfect  in  itself.  His  ob- 
jection to  it  was,  that  so  far  as  this  House  at  least  was 
concerned,  it  was  very  little  discussed,  very  little  debated. 
He  held  that  Congress  could  not  be  true  to  its  trust,  unless 
once  in  a  year  or  two  (if  they  were  to  continue  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution)  they  authorized  and  delegated  a  part 
of  their  body  to  examine  and  report  all  the  facta  of  the 
case.  He  did  not  desire  to  take  a  position  either  with  hia 
friend  from  Vermont  or  his  friend  from  Sonth  Carolina; 
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bat  he  did  desire  that  tbie  Hoaee  auA  the  country  at  large 
ehould  be  possessed  of  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  di»- 
burscment  and  management  of  the  large  amount  of  monev 
left  by  this  gentleman,  and  committed  to  them  as  trustees*; 
and  the  committee  might  suggest  some  plan  better  calco- 
lated  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  distinguished  dooor, 
than  this  hasty,  imperfect  act  which  they  had  passed. 

With  these  views,  he  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Johnson]  was  rejected. 

The  Speaker  said  it  would  be  necessary  first  to  move  to 
reconsider  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  annoanced 
the  questioD  accordingly. 

Mr.  Pollock  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on 
the  table ;  which  was  agreed  to — yeas,  107,  naya,  76 ;  as 
follows : 


Crowell,  Dickey,  DoDnell,   Garnett   Duncan,   Dunn,   Eckert,   Aleiuidsf 
Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Faran,  Farrally,  Fiiher,  Flournoy.  Fulton,  Oentrj, 
Oiddinge,  Oo^in,  Golt,  Green,  GreelBv,  Gr^ory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Willard 
F.  Hall,  Natban  K.  Hall,  Jamea  Q.  Hampton,  Mosm  Hampton,  Heorr, 
Isaac  B.  HolmeB,  Hubbard,  Bunt,  Cbarles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jenhins,  Jamea  A.         ^ 
JohnBon,  QeorEe  W.  Jonet,  John  W.  Jones,  Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.      "^ 
Lawrence,  Leffler,  Ligon,  Lincoln,  Lumpkin,  Mcllvaine,   McKay,  Mp-O    '^ 
Lane,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Mullin,  Murphy,  Nelson,  Kbb,  Niooll,  Outlaw -w*> 
Peck,  Pollofk,  Preston,  Putnam,  Bhpll,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Kocka 
well,  Kumsey,  St.  John,  Shepperd,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Slingorlanrt,  C»ll^>^ 
B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Strohm,  Strong,  Tallmadi^ 
Taylor,  Thibodeaui,  Thomas,  James  Thompeon,  R.  W.  Thompson,  Bobt 
A.  Thompson,  Tompkins,  Van  Dyke,  Wallaco,  Warren,  White,  Wick, « 
Wilson— 107.  ^~*^'*iil 

NAYS— Messra.   Bedinger,  Bingham,  Bocock,   Bowdon,   Brady,  B^»^^^ 
head,  Charles  Brown,  Albert  Q.  Brown,  Bucknor,  Csthcart,  Clapp,  Fr^^~^^- 
lin  Clark,  Howell   Cobb,  Williamson  R.   W.   Cobb,   Crozior,  Cuiata^**- 
Daniel,  Darling,  Dickinson,  Diion,  Duer,  Edwards,  Embree,  Featha»-. 


Pickliii,  Proedley,  French',  Frien,'  Gaines,  Hammona,  Harklson,  ^^.^'^.''f 
Hill,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  Inge,  Irvin,  Iverpon,  Kaufman,  Kellocg,  K^^^^'""' 
Lahm,  La  Sflre,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Levin,  Lord,  Lyndo,  Maola-^.  ,"".• 
Mann,  Marsh,  Miller,  Morris,  Morse,  Palfrey,  Peaslpc,  Phelps,  R-V^^v  ,7 
ion,  Riohey,  Robinson,  Kockhill,  Root,  Sawyer,  Smart,  Robert  ^  'S' 
Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Jacob  Thompson,  John  B.  TIv.^-J^'t!]^ 
William  Thompson,  Thurston,  Tuck,  Venable,  Vinton,  Wenlworti^  ^2^ 
Williams,  ana  Woodward— 76.  "•   *"'' 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  w.is  laid  oil  the  tabic 
HouBE  OF  Kepkesentatives,  February  10, 

Mr.  HfLLiARD,  by  unanimous  c 
of  the  Board  of  " 
showinir  the  operatic 
Institution  to  the  \ 
the  table,  and  on 
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PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 
Senatb,  April  15,  1850. 

The  bill  for  the  completion  of  the  Patent  Office  being 
under  consideration,  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mieaissippi,  said: 

Mr.  President :  What  the  wanta  of  the  Patent  Office  are 
now  is  one  thing,  and  what  those  wants  will  be  in  a  few  years 
is  another,  and  an  entirely  dittcrent  thing.  Not  only  from 
the  report  of  the  last  Commissioner  of  Patents,  but  from 
inspection,  if  any  one  choose  to  make  it,  and  see  the  condi- 
tion of  things  in  that  department,  I  think  it  may  be  denied 
that  there  is  room  enough  in  the  present  building  for  the 
wants  of  the  department.  If  I  understand  the  report  of 
the  present  Commissioner  of  Patents  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  the  argument  against  the  want  of  farther 
room  by  the  Patent  Department,  is  based  upon  the  supposi- 
tion  that  all  which  now  belongs  to  the  National  Institute, 
all  connected  with  the  osploring  expedition  which  now  fills 
the  museum  of  the  Patent  Office,  is  to  be  transferred  to 
the  Smithsonian  Institution.  That  seems  to  be  the  basis  of 
the  conclusion.  Now,  sir,  1  wish  to  state  to  the  Senate  that 
Congress  has  no  power  to  impose  upon  that  institution  the 
duty  of  taking  charge  of  this  collection  of  the  exploring 
expedition — we  may  infer  from  their  act — nor  did  they  ever 
intend  to  do  so.  Ihey  gave  to  that  institution  the  right  to 
take  all  sut-h  curiosities  Drought  home  by  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition as  might  he  desired  for  that  institution,  and  I  will 
inform  the  Senate  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  present 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  take 
charge  of  the  museum  of  the  Patent  Office,  and  the  room 
appropriated  to  these  curioaitics  will  be  required  hereafter 
«a  now. 

Senate,  July  29,  1860. 
The  PRESIDBST  pro  tempore  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  transmitting 
itLke  annual  report,  of  the  Board  of  Ucgents. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi, 
Ordered,  That  it  lio  roforre^  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  with  instruc- 
:»u  to  intiuire  into  tho  expediency  of  printing  Gvo  thousand  additional 
fiaa  without  the  Appendix. 

Senate,  Juli/  30,  1850. 
^?V£r.  Hamlik,  from  the  Coramittoo  on  Printing,  reported 
*avor  of  printing  the  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
t>«a  ,  with  6,000  additional  copies  without  the  Appendix,  600 
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of  which  are  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institation ; 
which  report  was  agreed  to. 

Senate,  December  10, 1850. 

Mr.  Pearoe  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  joint  resolution  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Senate,  December  11, 1850. 

Mr.  Pearce,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  for  the  appointment  of 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  : 

Resolved^  ^c.^  That  tho  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  8mUb- 
Bonian  Institution  of  the  class  <*  other  than  members  of  Congress  "  be  filled 
by  the  reappointment  of  the  late  incumbents,  viz :  Richard  Kush,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Joseph  G.  Totten,  of  the  city  oY  Washinfi^ton. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pearce,  the  joint  resolution  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  tho 
Whole.  Having  been  reported  to  the  Senate,  it  was  ordered 
to  be  enfijrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  was  subsequentlj 
read  a  tfiird  time  and  passed. 

Senate,  January^  9, 1851. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  the  following 
lution  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  instructed  to  inquire! 
the  propriety  of  printing  three  thousand  extra  copies  of  tho  Appendi]^^ 
the  report  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  one  tnou&anc^^ 
which  to  bo  for  the  benefit  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  ^^    K>i 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi.     Mr.  President,  when  I  nv 
the  motion  to  print  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the    ^^^^ 
gents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  I  was  not  acquaiy^*.^' 
with  the  value  of  the  Appendix.     It  contains  valuably   ^^ 
tistical  and  other  information  respecting  the  libraries  of  fi. 
United  States,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  would  be  ^al\ja5/g 
and  desirable  to  the  country  at  large. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Senate,  January  23,  1851. 

Mr.  Pearce.  I  have  a  memorial  from  the  K^g^rvY  /.{  ^ 
Smithsonian  Institution,  which  I  ask  to  be  refi^-^^  a  to  ^ 
Finance  Committee.      It  was  so  referred.  ^^    ., 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Honorable^  the  Senate  and  fJ' 

Gentlemen  :  The  ^ 
Institution  have  dir€ 


% 
^ 
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body,  tlio  resolutions  appended  to  tliia  letter,  &iid  to  eoHcit 
the  passing  or'  a  law,  in  accordance  therewith. 

It  ia  known  to  your  honorable  body,  that  the  original  sum 
received  into  the  United  States  Treasury  from  the  Sraith- 
sonian  bequest,  was  a  little  more  than  $515,000,  and  that  at 
the  time  of  the  paaaage  of  the  act  incorporating  the  insti- 
tution, $242,000  had  accrued  in  interest,  which  Bum  or  eo 
much  of  it  BS  might  be  deemed  necessary,  the  liegents  were 
authorized  to  appropriate  to  a  building.  It  ia  also  known 
to  3'our  honorable  body,  that  the  act  of  incorporation  di- 
rected that  provision  should  be  made  for  the  establisliment 
of  a  library  and  museum,  together  with  the  erection  of  a 
building  on  a  liberal  scale  to  contain  them. 

While  the  Regenta  in  their  plan  of  organization  obeyed 
these  instructions,  they  also  by  virtue  of  the  power  invested 
in  them,  and  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  bequest, 
adopted  additional  plans  for  the  more  immediate  promotion 
of  the  increase  and  diiFusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  by 
means  of  researches,  publications,  lectures,  &c. 

In  order,  however,  to  carry  out  the  several  parts  of  this 
more  extended  plan,  it  was  found  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  annual  income  of  the  institution  should  be  increased. 
To  accomplish  this,  it  was  resolved,  instead  of  expending 
at  once  the  $242,000  on  a  building,  carelnlly  to  husband 
the  same  and  to  erect  the  building  in  the  course  of  several 
years,  in  part  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sum  before  men- 
tioned, and  in  part  out  of  such  portions  of  the  income  of 
the  original  fund  as  eould  bo  spared  from  the  ordinary 
operations  of  the  institution.  This  scheme  has  been  effect- 
aally  carried  out,  and  the  Regents  now  ask  to  be  allowed  to 
place  ia  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  along  side  of 
the  original  beqaest,  and  upon  the  same  terms,  never  to  be 
expended,  the  sum  of  $150,000  of  accrued  interest,  and  to 
be  allowed  to  add  to  this  from  time  to  time,  such  other 
Bams  as  may  come  into  their  possession  by  donation  or 
otherwise,  until  it,  with  the  sums  thus  added  shall  amount 
to  $200,000,  making  in  all  a  principal  fund  of  a  little  more 
than  $715,000. 

After  this  deposit  of  $150,000,  the  Regents  will  still  have 
sufficient  money  on  hand  to  finish  the  whole  exterior  of 
the  building,  and  such  portions  of  the  interior  in  addition 
to  those  now  completed,  as  may  be  wanted  for  several  years 
'to  come,  they  then  propose  gradually  to  finish  the  remain- 
der in  such  portions  as  may  be  wanted  out  of  the  annual 
aceraing  interest. 

sole  object  of  the  request  ia  the  permanent  invest- 
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ment  aud  perpetual  security  of  the  accumulated  fund,  aii< 
when  your  honorable  body  is  assured  that  the  organizatio 
and  operation  of  the  institution  have  received  the  approb 
tion  of  the  wise  and  good,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  ia 
every  part  of  the  world  where  literature  and  science  ar* 
cultivated,  the  undersigned  trusts  that  the  request  will  b» 
granted. 

And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Henrt, 

Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

lUaoluiion  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Instituiion,  adopted 
their  meeting  of  June  1,  1S50,  and  appended  to  the  foregoing  petUion, 

Resolved^  That  it  is  expedient  to  enlarge  the  permanent  fund  of  the  i 
fltitution,  by  the  investment  of  such  sums  not  exceeding  $200,000  as  iiia_ 
have  been,  or  shall  be  received  for  accrued  interest  or  otherwise,  in  add 
tion  to  the  principal  sum  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  augmenting  the  pri 
cipal  sum  to  that  amount,  and  that  application  be  made  to  Conenwa 
receive  such  sums  not  exceeding  $200,000  as  mav  have  been  or  shall  be  _. 
ceived  for  accrued  interest  or  otherwise  into  the  United  States  Treasar 
upon  the  same  terms  on  which  the  original  bequest  has  been  received. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  communicate  a  copy  of 
resolution  to  Congress,  and  to  request  that  provision  be  made  by  law  in 
cordance  therewith. 

Senate,  January  28, 1851. 

Mr.   Walker,  of  Wisconsin,  submitted   the  followin 
resolution  ;  which  lies  over  one  day  under  the  rule  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
directed  to  inform  the  Senate  why  the  6th  section  of  the  act  entitled  *' 
act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  increase  and  diflhsioi 
of  knowledge  among  men,"  has  not  been  complied  with  by  making  saitabl^ 
arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the  ** objects  of  art,"  &c.,  named  in  laiC 
•ection. 

Senate,  January  80,  1851. 

Mr.  EwiNO,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whi 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smith 
uian  Institution,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  acf 
passed  10th  August,  1846,  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  establish  th 
Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  or 
knowledge  among  men  ;"  which  was  read  and  passed  to  G 
second  reading. 

The  bill  is  as  follows  : 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatioea  of  tJU 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  so  much  of  the  money  no 
in  the  hands  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  beinii;  an  aceO' 
mulation  of  interest  on  the  principal  fund  that  accrued  prior  to  Jaly  flnt'^ 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty -seven,  and  heretofore  set  apart  for  the  erectio^^ 
of  the  suitable  buildings  for  the  use  of  said  institution,  as  may  not  be  foanc^ 
necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  edifice  now  in  course  of  erection, 
all  such  further  sums  as  may  be  received  hereafter  from  the  estate  of  Ji 
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Smitbsoo,  abal!  be  received  into  the  Trrasurj  if  Ihu  United  States  on  tba 
wme  larma  as  were  jirovided  Tor  tbe  original  principnt  fund  by  Iho  seeoad 
■ection  of  tbe  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  eetablish  Ihi:  Smitbsonian  Institution, 
for  tbo  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  nmonc  men,"  approved  August 
tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  and  lliHt  tbo  interest  thereon  ut  tbo 
rate  of  lix  per  centum  per  nnnum,  eliall  in  iitta  manner  lie  payublo  bslf- 
yearly,  on  iho  first  of  January  and  July  in  each  jear,  from  and  after  tbo 
date  at  which  it  Bhull  be  received  into  the  Treasury  of  tbe  United  States, 
for  tbe  perpeluul  mnintenHnco  and  support  of  eaid  institution  :  Frocided, 
That  tbe  sums  thus  to  bo  received,  eball  not  cxcoed  tbo  amount  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following  resolu- 
tion, enbmitted  by  Mr.  Walker  on  the  28th  instant. 

lUaolred,  That  tba  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  be 
directed  to  inform  the  Senate  why  the  6tb  section  of  tbe  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  the  Smitbsonian  Institution,  for  tbo  incmaso  and  diJTiision 
of  knowledco  amon^  men,"  baa  not  been  compiled  with  by  making  suitable 
arrnngcmonts  for  tbo  reception  of  the  "  objects  of  art,"  &c.,  named  in  said 

Mr.  Davis,  of  MisBisaippi.  I  hope  that  the  resolution  will 
not  be  favorably  entertained  by  tbe  Senate.  The  Smithso- 
nian Institution  is  not  a  department  of  the  Government, 
and  I  hope  Congress  will  never  undertake  to  take  charge  of 
it.  This  is  a  call  upon  the  Board  of  Regente  to  explain  to 
us  something  in  connection  with  the  execution  of  their 
duty.  If  it  were  a  proper  and  a  well-founded  call,  I  should 
Htill  think  it  improper  for  Congress  to  interfere  with  the 
■  administration  of  a  fund  which  it  has  confided  to  a  Board 
of  Regents  not  entirely  formed  of  members  of  Congress, 
and  not  responsible  to  it.  An  examination  of  the  charter 
would  have  shown  the  Senator  who  introduced  the  resolu- 
tion that  there  was  no  obligation  on  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution to  receive  the  museum,  which  I  suppose  is  the  matter 
referred  to,  but  that,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  considered 
a  grant  which  the  Government  was  willing  to  make  in  a 
friendly  spirit,  of  objects  of  art  and  curiosity,  whenever  the 
institution  should  appoint  some  person  to  receive  them. 
It  is  obligatory  to  deliver,  but  not  to  receive.  In  somo 
other  countries  there  is  a  courtesy  between  the  king  and 
his  ministerH,  that  a  minister  shall  never  refuse  a  present. 
f  In  Siara,  whenever  the  king  wishes  to  cruab  a  minister 
he  sends  him  the  present  of  an  elephant.  The  minister  can- 
not refuse  the  present,  because  it  comes  from  the  king,  but 
the  expense  of  keeping  the  present  crushes  the  minister.  It 
is  exactly  such  a  present  that  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
wishes  to  force  the  Smitlisonian  Institution  to  rcecive.  It 
is  a  present  the  charge  of  which  would  deduct  very  greatly 
from  the  means  of  the  institution  to  carry  out  the  purposes 
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Itie  construction  if  suBtained — ia  to  cripple  that  fond  in  the 
very  object  for  which  it  waa  given,  and  encumber  it  with 
the  keeping  of  a  great  collection  of  art  which  now  belongs 
to  the  United  States.  I  ds>  hope  that  the  Senate  will  reject 
the  resolution, 

Mr.  PsAKCB.  Mr.  President,  after  what  has  been  said  by 
tlie  Senator  from  Mississippi  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  say 
anything  more.     But  I  wish  to  state  two  considerations, 
which  I  trust  will  be  sufficient  to  induce  the  Senate  not  to 
adopt  the  resolution.     In  the  first  place,  the  resolution  as- 
sumes that  the  Board  of  Resents  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution have  neglected  their  duty.     I  think  it  can  very  easily 
be  shown  that  thej  have  not  neglected  this  or  any  other 
daty  imposed  upon  them.     In  the  next  place,  all  the  infor- 
mation which  the  Senate  can  possibly  derive  from  any  com- 
munication the  Board  of  Begents  might  make  in  answer  to 
such  a  call  is  already  in  the  poesesston  of  the  Senate.    The 
last  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Itegents  has  been  laid 
before  the  Senate  and  printed.     That  report  explains  fully 
their  system  of  operations  from  the  time  of  their  organiza- 
tion.    It  sets  forth  the  scheme  of  finance  which  they 
adopted,  and  in  pursuance  of  that  scheme  of  finance,  the 
enlargement  of  the  principal  fund,  which  was  rather  small, 
for   the  groat  objects  of  the  institution.     They  propose  to 
extend  the  erection  of  the  building  over  a  series  of  years 
instead  of  completing  it  at  once  by  the  whole  sum  which 
the  act  of  Congress  authorized  them  to  apply  for  that  pur- 
pose.    They  have  erected  the  building  slowly,  so  as  to  ap- 
ply the  accruing  interest  to  the  enlargement  of  the  fund 
»nd  the  increase  of  the  general  endowment  of  the  inatitu- 
tioii.     The  plan  of  the  building  under  which  it  is  now  being 
erected  is  precisely  that  which  was  adopted  in  the  first  in- 
rtaoce   by  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  which,  if  it  be  com- 
pleted, will,  if  Congress  choose  to  compel  the  institution  to 
**spt  of  this  donation,  enable  them  to  accommodate  this 
?^euixj.      The  central  building  will  accommodate  the  li- 
7^  vrhic^   it  iR  proposed  the  institution  shall  have,  and 
if^'thc    museum  of  art.     The  upper  story  of  the  central 
"^i/rf/^—    jB    desijjned  for  the  museum  of  art,  where  the  col- 
*'fi«  ii*'*^  in  the  Patent  Office  can  be  placed  if  Congress 
"*■  it.     They  have,  therefore,  neglected  no  duty; 

ne   tlieir  duty  properly,  judiciously,  economi- 
'  suppose  no  one  will  charge  them  with  a 
i  because   they  have   endeavored  to  in- 
i  the  view  of  having  the  insti- 
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tutioii  better  enabled  to  carry  out  the  great  and  noble  pn       t- 
poses  of  its  founder. 

We  have,  therefore,  all  the  information  which  we 
desire,  and  I  see  no  necessity  for  the  resolution  of  the  Sens: 
tor.    I  would  mention  that  in  the  last  annual  report  the 
is  a  distinct  expression  of  the  will  of  the  Board  of  Resen 
that  they  should  not  be  compelled  to  accept  of  this  don 
tion,  and  their  belief  that,  under  the  law  as  it  now  is,  th 
cannot  be  compelled  to  accept  it,  and  that  it  would  be 
present  which  would  be  very  expensive  to  them  and  tat 
from  their  funds  that  which  might  be  used  for  much  mo 
useful  purposes. 

Mr.  FooTE.  I  rise  simply  for  the  purpose  of  moving 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.     I  am  sure  my  friend  fro 
Wisconsin  will  feel  satisfied,  after  the  explanation  whi 
has  been  given,  that  no  ffood  can  result  to  the  country  1 
further  pressing  this  resolution.     With  the  view  of  avoL 
ing  any  further  debate,  unless  the  Senator  from  Wiscons- 
wishes  to  be  heard  on  his  resolution,  and  inasmuch  as  tr 
time  has  arrived  for  the  consideration  of  the  special  ord 
I  shall  move  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table,    if  my  friecr^^ 
from  Wisconsin  wll  promise  fo  make  a  very  short  speecr  ^» 
and  then  make  the  motion,  however,  I  will  withdraw  i      ^J 
but  otherwise  I  cannot. 

Mr.  Walker.  I  wish  to  say  a  few  word^,  but  do  not 
to  promise  to  make  any  such  motion. 

Mr.  FooTE.  Then  I  must  insist  upon  the  motion. 

Mr.  Walker.  I  ask,  is  this  fair  ? 

Mr.  FooTE.  It  is  perfectly  courteous.  I  may  be  allow 
to  say  that  I  wish  to  proceed  with  the  discussion  of  anotli-  ^^ 
important  question,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  make  the  m^-^J?: 
tion,  but  which  I  will  withdraw  provided  the  Senator  wf^  "^^ 
renew  it. 

Mr.  Walker.  I  will  make  the  motion,  but  not  vote  for  ^    ^** 

Mr.  FooTE.  Then  I  withdraw  mv  motion. 

Mr.  Walker.  I  should  not  perliaps  have  said  anythir^^'^f 
on  this  resolution  had  it  not  been  for  an  observation  whi^^  ^" 
fell  from  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Davis.]  E==^^ 
attributed  to  mo  in  emphatic  terms  an  object,  which  was '  ^^ 
cripple  the  fund,  as  he  said,  by  imposing  upon  it  the  b 
den  of  this  museum. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi.    I  did  not  intend  to  cbarj 

0  Senator  friMU  Wisconsin 


r- 


I 


the  Senator  fri^ni  Wisconsin  with  any  improper  motive, 
merely  stated  what  the  oflect  of  the  proposition  would 
But  \\\u\  not  believe  that  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  u  ^^^1 
invited  would  have  directed  his  attention  to  this  sabject 
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take  it  for  granted  that  some  one  suggested  the  rosolution 
to  him.  • 

Mr.  Walker.  In  that  the  Senator  is  altogether  mistaken, 
I  have  heard  the  subject  spoken  of  in  a  great  many  quarters, 
but  mj  own  raind  suggested  to  me  the  course  I  have  taken 
here  and  elsewhere.  1  think  I  can  appeal  to  the  Senate  that 
I  generally  introduce  my  own  thoughts,  and  a  great  many 
of  them,  in  opposition  to  what  seems  to  be  the  mind  of  the 
Benate.  I  shall  always  act  on  the  suggestions  of  my  own 
mind  when  right  and  justice  requires  me  to  do  so. 

Both  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  and  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  are  altogether  mistaken  in  what  I  intended  by  the 
resolution.  I  have  partly  accomplished  what  I  intended.  I 
wished  information  from  the  Seuator  from  Mississippi  and 
the  Senator  from  Maryland,  whom  I  well  knew  were  more 
familiar  ■with  the  subject  than  I  was,  and  ought  to  be  so,  for 
ithey  are,  I  believe,  both  regents  of  the  institution.  My  ob- 
ject was,  to  call  out  information  on  the  subject.  On  looking 
tto  the  sixth  section  of  the  act,  approved  August  10th,  1816, 
which  was  the  act  establishing  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
II  was  really  at  some  loss  to  determine  what  it  meant,  and  I 
am  anxious  to  get  views  of  the  Board  of  Kegents  upon  that 
point.     That  section  is  this : 

Sio.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  la  proportion  f>a  aulteble  krrnngs* 
menti  can  be  miido  for  their  Taception,  all  objecM  of  art  and  of  roreiga 
kod  curiouB  rcBPsrcb,  and  all  objects  uf  natural  hUtorj,  plants,  and  guolcig- 
ical  and  mincrnla^kal  Bpecitnene  bulnnging,  or  bprcttfler  tc>  belong,  to  tba 
United  Stales,  wbicb  may  be  in  the  cUy  of  Washington,  in  whoacaoeTer 
(nuwdy  the  same  (nay  b^,  shall  bo  delivered  to  such  persons  as  may  ba 
Mthorised  by  (be  Board  of  Kegents  to  receive  Ihem,  and  ahull  bo  arrangNl 
in  lUch  order,  and  so  classed,  as  best  to  facilitate  th«  examination  and  study 
«f  tbem,  ia  tbe  bailding  so  as  aforesaid  to  bo  erected  for  Ibe  Institution; 
jknd  the  Regents  of  laid  Inslitulion  shall  afterwards,  as  new  specimens  in 
natural  history,  geology,  or  mineralogy,  may  bo  obtained  for  the  museum 
«f  tbe  Institution  bv  exchanges  of  dupliouto  specimeoa  belonging  to  the 
lanlilution,  (wbieb  tbey  are  hureby  aulhoriied  to  make,)  or  by  donation, 
which  Ihey  may  receive,  or  olberwiso,  cause  such  new  specimens  to  be  also 
tppropriaiely  cfaesed  an4  arranged.  And  the  mineralB,  books,  manuseriplfl, 
,Md  other  properly  of  James  ^milhson,  which  have  been  received  by  the 
fiovcrnmenlDf  the  United  Stales,  and  are  now  placed  in  the  Department  of 
Slate,  shull  be  removed  lo  aaid  Institution,  and  shall  be  preserved  separate 
knd  apart  from  tbn  other  property  of  the  Institution. 

I  was  in  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  section,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  almost  every  body  would  be  in  doubt  as  to 
-the  meaning  of  Congress  i»  its  passage.  A  portion  of  it 
'looks  as  though  this  was  a  gratuity,  and  another  portion 
looks  as  though  it  imposed  an  obligation  on  the  instilu- 
tion  to  provide  for  and  receive  those  articles  which  are 
<lnentioQed. 
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Then,  looking  at  the  interests  of  the  Patent  0£Sce,  I  come 
to  this  conclusion,  that  if  it  was^roper  and  right  that  the 
Bmithsonian  Institution  should  take  charge  of  Uieee  things 
and  relieve  the  Patent  Office,  they  BhouTd  certainly  do  iL 
If  any  one  will  go  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  ohserve  the  man- 
mer  in  which  models  are  kept,  be  will  he  satisfied  that  the 
exhibition  room  of. that  office  ought  to  be  clear,  and  the 
models  to  be  exhibited  there.     At  present  the  exhibition 
room  of  the  Patent  Office  is  occupied  by  this  cabinet  of 
curiosities.      Models  are  crowded  into  places    never  in- 
tended for  them,  and  look  more  like  a  series  of  brash 
heaps    than   anything,  else.      A   person   can   scarcely   get 
one  that  is  not  broken  ;  one  can  be  scarcely  got  out  of  the 
cases  where  they  are  deposited.     This  is  an  improper  mode 
of  keeping  the  models  of  the  inventors  of  the  country. 
Something  should  be  done  to  remedy  this  evil,     I  tbinlr 
the  patent  fund  should  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
Patent  Office,  and  not  to  the  relief  of  the  other  depart 
mcnts  of  the  Government.     I  hope  that  the  enlargement 
of  the   Patent   Office  building,  which   has   been    paid  fo^^ 
by  the  patent  fund,  will  not  be  used  for  the  convenience  ati«^h 
accommodation  of  other  Departments.     What  says  the  Se^;^^ 
retary   of  the   Interior?     In  his  last  annual   report,  aft^^ 
enumerating  various  bureaus  of  his  Department  which  n&^^ 
additional  accommodations,  he  says: 

"  I  therefore  recommend  that  tho  two  wings  of  tba  Patent  Office  t>^  g 

iflhed,  and  that  thry  be  appropriated  to  tho  accoramodalion  of  the  f^x%rt-Jt' 

ment  of  the  Interior,  and  the  different  office.s  (hereto  attached.    The^       j*" 

thus  be  brought  under   one   roof,  the  com  muni  cation  between  Iho  kb- j     'i 


e  brought  unacr  one  rooi,  tne  communication  between  mo  a^^j  ^ 
tho  department  and  the  different  bureaus  will  bo  greatly  facilital*^  ^  ™ 
the  records  of  tbe  government  safuiy  lodged  in  a  flro-proof  building,     '     ™ 

I  had  hoped  when  I  saw  8216,468  taken  from  tiie  tjo*.- 
fund  for  a  beautiful  palace,  that  the  models  of  the  inv^  j^^    "• 
and  the  inventors  and  mechanics  of  the  country  wci^,ij 
ceive  some  benetit  from  it ;  but  I  see  it  is  utterly  hormi  JT 


l^Pelesdi 


and  the  wreck  that  is  taking  place  in  the  Patent  Hffi ''^ 
tbe  models  and  inventions  ot  the  country,  nioeot 

The  Senator  from  Mississippi  and  the  Senator  fv, 
land  have  given  me  some  iniormatioa  on  the  anK-^'^  }A,aij- 
resolution.     And  now  I  would  say  to  \)aoBfc  »m\'''^'^*  "'  "^ 
as  Senators  and  Regenta  of  '  ja  &>«*i*»»*i__  a  ^6r 
not  the  least  unkind  feeU 
tution.     On  the  contrar 
reasonable  that  is  with' 
ject,  and  the  benefits 
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from  it;  but,  at  the  same  time  lam  uawilliDg  to  bestow  bene- 
fits on  that  institution  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  oM  and  greater 
interests  of  the  patentees  and  the  Patent  Office.  With 
these  feelings  I  think  there  was  no  impropriety  in  offering 
the  resolution. 

If  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  not  to  take  charge  of 
these  curiosities,  it  seems  to  me  that  something  ehould  be 
done  to  relieve  the  Patent  Office  from  its  present  cmbarnia- 
ing  condition  in  relation  to  the  exhibition  of  its  models.  I 
thmk  the  patent  fund,  the  fund  contributed  by  the  mechan- 
ics and  inventors  of  the  country,  ought  to  be  used  sulely 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Patent  Office,  and  not  for  any  other 
de^iartment  of  the  Government  unconnected  with  that  fund 
or  its  interests. 

According  to  my  promise,  I  now  move  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  although  I  shall  vote  against  the  motion, 
«nd  hope  it  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  Will  the  Senator  withdraw 
the  motion? 

Mr.  Walker.  Certdnly. 
.  Ifclr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  I  shall  consume  but  very  lit- 
tle time.  Having  made  as  much  explanation  as  I  thought 
was  due  to  the  occasion  in  relation  to  the  supposition  by  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  of  a  personal  or  otfensive  applicS' 
tion  of  what  I  said,  I  have  nothing  more  to  [say  on  that 
point. 

The  object  of  the  Senator,  as  directed  to  the  benefit  of  th« 
inventors  of  the  country  by  providing  a  proper  room  for 
tbe  exhibition  of  the  models  of  their  inventions,  is  one  is 
■wbich  I  very  cordially  sympathiso.  The  Committee  <«. 
Public  Buildings  have  already  that  subject  somewhat  unds 
conflidcration.  I  know  quite  well  that  the  modeltt  it  Ik 
Potent  OfBce  are  in  such  a  confused  condition  as  not  to  tan- 
ply  with  the  terms  of  the  law.  The  great  gallery  iuteaOm 
for  the  exhibition  of  models  is  now  occupied  by  the  mwriiiii 
wbich  has  been  referred  to.  The  present  buildisK  tunt, 
ever   wa^  '*"''*■  ^^  money  drawn  from  the  Vmtetima* 

■  I'  f   -^'hcitiS  added  and  built  out  of  the  tsem   -z^:^ 
^     "  ,     ix  bnildin^^  which  should  be  for  tlie  iw  «  »r^ 
^^'i      iitid  I  hope  it  will  not  be  transferred *^ir^^^ 
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I  take  it  for  granted,  from  the  object  of  the  Smithsonia^^s^ -iao 
Institution,  and  from  the  plan  on  which  its  operations  har^^-^tve 
been  commenced  and  will  be  conducted,  that  it  will  neve^^^^-^er 
want  such  a  museum  as  that  in  the  Patent  Office ;  still  les^^^^osa 
will  it  want  the  garden  of  plants  which  has  been  collected ^^►^ 
by  the  exploring  expedition.  I  suppose  it  would  cost  th»  m=K4i0 
institution  not  less  than  $10,000  a  year  to  support  sucK^^cli 
an  establishment;  and  if  it  were  transferred,  Congr< 
I  think,  would  be  bound  to  endow  the  institution  witl 
$10,000  a  year  additional.  I  think  it  is  quite  appropriate  tm 
keep  these  natural  curiosities  in  the  Patent  Office.  The^  a 
ma^  aid  inventive  genius.  Vegetable  growth  and  animi 
action  are  elements  upon  which  mechanical  invention  rest 
There  would  therefore  seem  to  be  something  appropriate  ii 
lodging  them  in  the  Patent  Office.  If  they  are  not  to  ' 
kept  there,  let  the  Government  provide  a  room  elsewheresiii^H), 
ffet  rid  of  them,  destroy  them,  or  give  them  to  somebody -■/ 
that  will  take  them.  But  let  not  the  Government  coerce  »  & 
fund,  of  which  it  was  the  chosen  trustee,  which  was  grantee*  ^sd 
by  a  foreigner  for  a  special  purpose,  with  the  charge  o^i^^of 
keepiusc  this  collection. 
Mr.  Badger.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  tabl< 
The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  was 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Senate,  Jfarch  1, 1851. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  laid  before  the  body,  a  lette 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  comma^:^?' 
nicatiug  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  saic^  -^^ 
Institution ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ^^^; 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Pearcb  that  it  be  printed,  and 
2,000  extra  copies  thereof  be  printed,  the  motion  was 
ferrcil  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Senate,  March  5, 1851. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pearce  the  President  of  the  Senate 
was  authorizoii  to  till  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  occasioned  by  the  expiration 
on  the  Sd  dav  of  March,  1851,  of  the  term  of  the  Hon. 
Jefion^ni  Davis. 

Senate.  March  6, 1851. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pearoe,  the  President  of  the  Senate 
w«is  authorized  to  fill  the  vactinoy  in  the  Board  of  Repots 
occsMioncd  bv  tho  o:cpinitiou  of  the  term  of  eervice  of  the 
lion.  Jaiucii  Kl.  Maaon. 


r 
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gents.     As  to  the  value  of  the  information,  I  will  expree»^SM  I  ^^ 


flJ-E 


P"^ 


?v- 


:;•> 


no  opinion. 

Mr.  Rhett.  I  would  ask  my  friend  from  Mississippi  wh^.^  Siy 
tlie  Smithsonian  Institution  itself  does  not  print  its  ow£  ^^^wn  I  Jij 

proceedings  ?  •  j  guj 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi.     I  said,  I  think,  that  this  w 
a  report  to  Congress.     The  Smithsonian  Institution  doe 
print  its  contributions  to  knowledge,  and  does  attend  t< 
their  diffusion  among  men.     This,  however,  is  not  a  contriS 
bution  to  human  knowledge,  but  is  a  report  to  Congress  o^i^^of  /7  -^ 

the  manner  in  which  the  Board  of  Regents  executed  th 
trust  confided  to  them. 

Mr.  Pearce.  I  beg  leave  simply  to  add,  that  the  law  a 
ganizing  the  Smithsonian  Institution  compels  the  Board 
Regents  to  make  this  annual  report  to  Congress. 

Mr.  Mason.  I  move  to  amend  the  motion  so  as  toprovid 
that  one  thousand  copies  shall  bo  printed  for  the  institutio: 

Mr.  NoRRis.  Is  this  the  report  of  a  committee  ? 

Mr.  Borland.  It  is  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Regen 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  the  question  of  printing 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pnnting;  the  committc 
were  in  favor  of  the  proposition,  but  could  not  make 
report.    It  has  been  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  the  prop< — ^^ 
sition  now  is  to  print  three  thousand  extra  copies. 

Mr.  NoRRis.  Does  it  come  from  the  Committee  on  PrintP'  ^^  fr.o 

ing? 
Mr.  Borland.  It  does. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


F^*^ 


'j'-   — 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

IIousE  OF  Representatives,  Janvary  7,  1850. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Ilcnry  W.  Ililliard  of  Ala- 
bama, Mr.  W.  F.  Colcock  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  G. 
N.  Fitch  of  Indiana,  on  the  part  of  the  Uouse,  as  the  Re- 
gents of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

House  of  Representatives,  Jvly  23,  1850. 

Mr.  IIiLLiARD  requested  the  gentleman  from  Pcnnsylva-  -^^-^ 

Dia  (Mr.  Thompson)  to  waive  his  motion  for  the  regular 
order  of  business,  so  as  to  enable  him  (Mr.  Ililliard)  to  pre- 
sent the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  tho 
Smithsonian  Institution.  His  object  was  simply  to  present 
tiie  report,  that  it  might  be  laid  upon  the  table  and  printed. 


s- 
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regular 


Mr.  Thompson,  of  Pennsylvania,  insisted  on  the  i 
order  of  baaineBS. 

The  Speaker  stated  to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  {Mr. 
Hilliard,)  that  the  report  could  only  be  introduced  b^unan- 
iroouB  coDseut.  The  regular  order  of  business  was  insisted 
upon,  and  objections  were  made  in  several  quarters. 

The  report,  therefore,  was  not  presented. 

HoDSE  OP  Representatives,  July  25,  1850. 
.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  communicatioa 
'jfrom  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  trana- 
znitting  the  annual  report  of  tlie  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  ;  which  letter  and  report  were  laid 
QpoD  the  tahle,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

House  of  Reprebkmtativbs,  December  18,  1850. 
Mr.  Fitch  said  there  was  upon  the  Speaker's  table  a  joint 
resolution  from  the  Senate  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  Begents  tor  the  Smithsonian  Institution  whose  term  of 
Bervice  had  expired.  He  hoped  the  House  would  take  up 
and  consider  the  resolution,  as  it  would  occupy  hut  a  few 
TUinutes.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  that  it  should  be 
passed,  for  the  reason  that  the  Board  of  Regents  was  not 
•  foil  and  no  busiuess  could  be  transacted  by  the  Board  until 
the  vacancies  should  have  been  tilled.  He  hoped  the  reso- 
lution would  be  taken  up. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  joint  resolution  was  taken 
up,  read  three  several  times,  and  passed. 

House  op  Representatives,  February  24,  1851. 

Mr.  Thompson, of  Mississippi,  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  clause  appropriating  money  for  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  viz : 


publish  a  nuw  edition  of  Wilkei' 
p»per9,  the  ptat«B  and  oDgravingi 
tlia  Unitod  States,  be,  and  they 
>  the  laid  Inatitution,  to  be  used 


To  vnable  the  Smithsonian  Institution  tc 
NftiratiTO  and  the  accompiinying  seriea  of 
of  wfaicb  hsTe  benn  made  at  the  uxpense  ir 
art)  hereby,  ordered  to  be  delivered  over  ti 
for  tbul  purpose. 

He  said  that,  as  these  plates  were  valuable  and  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  did  not  propose  to  use  them,  he 
should  be  glad  that  some  use  might  be  made  of  them.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  as 
proper  a  party  to  whom  to  intrust  these  plates  for  publica- 
tion as  any.  Congress  had  already  provided  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  books  published  by  that  Institution.  Ho  (Mr.  T.) 
did  not  wish  that  they  should  be  published  and  distributed 
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among  members;  but,  as  it  was  really  a  valuable  work, 
and  a  new  edition  was  called  for,  he  thought  it  was  proper 
that  the  publication  should  be  intrusted  to  the  SniitbBonian 
Institution. 

Mr.  Wentworth  (interposing)  said  that  he  thought  that 
it  was  quite  proper  that  copies  of  the  work  should  be  dis- 
tributed among  members  of  Congress.     He  would,  there- 
fore, ask  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment so  as  to  furnish  each  member  of  Congress  with  a  copy 
of  Wilkes'  Exploring  Expedition.     He  had  been  a  member 
of  that  body  eight  years,  and,  although  he  had  received 
copies  of  other  works,  he  had  never  received  a  copy  of  this, 
nor  had  he  ever  heard  of  other  members  receiving  copies. 

Mr.  Thompson  stated  that  only  about  one  hundred  copies 
had  been  published.  ^^ 

Mr.  Wentworth  said  that  he  was  entirely  opposed  to  tlu^^ 
amendment,  unless  modified  as  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  Thompson  wished  to  explain  that  the  original  resoL^^i. 
tion  provided  for  the  publication  of  only  one  hundred  cop\^^. 
There  was  a  great  demand  for  the  work,  and  it  was  desirsi^V^le 
to  have  copies  that  might  be  furnished  to  different  for^\gn 
nations.  There  were  only,  he  believed,  twenty  copies  left 
in  the  Library. 

Mr.  Wentworth  inquired  if  it  had  ever  been  distrib^^ated . 
to  members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  that  copies  never  had  been  di8trii>xited 
among  members. 

Mr.  Wentworth  requested  the  gentleman  from  Mlissis- 
sippi  to  modify  his  amendment  as  he  had  desired. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  that  books  published  by  the  &Tnith- 
sonian  Institution  were  distributed  among  the  various  libra- 
ries, and  he  was  willing  that  such  a  distribution  should  take 
place. 

Mr.  Wentworth  again  inquired  if  the  gentlemarx  from 
Mississippi  would  modify  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  giving  copiw 
to  members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Wentworth  then  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Thoixipaou' 
amendment  by  adding  that  a  copy  of  the  work  aVxo\i\d' 
furnished  to  each  Senator,  Representative,  and  D' 
the  present  Congress. 

Mr.  Stevens  said  that  he  was  opposed  to 
to  the  amendment.    He  u"^'^* 
nient  merely  contem» 
sonian  Institution  foi 
gross  had  a  perfeot 
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stand  by  what  right  they  could  call  upon  the  Institution  to 
furnish  a  copy  to  each  member  of  Congress  from  ita  own 
rcBOurcea.  If  Congress  intended  grauting  an  appropriation 
to  defray  the  expense  of  the  pubTieation  and  distribution, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  proposed,  he  would  have  no  ■ 
objection  to  it;  but  unless  such  an  appropriation  were  made, 
he  should  feel  himself  compelled  to  vote  against  the  gentle- 
man's amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  "Wentworth's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Thompson's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  adopted. 

On  the  same  day  it  was  ordered  that  two  copies  of  the 
Annals  of  Congress  be  given  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution; 
also,  one  copy  of  the  works  of  Alexander  Ilamilton  and  one 
copy  of  the  works  of  John  Adams. 


PSOCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 

Senate,  April  20,  1852. 

The  Senate  having  under  consideration  the  Deficiency 
bill,  and  the  following  amendment  from  the  Committee  on 
J'inance  being  in  order: 

"  For  planting  and  fioUbiiig  the  road«  and  walks  through  that  portion 
«r  Iho  public  Mall  surrounding  the  SmilliEuiiiua  Inatitution,  $7,000  "— 

Mr.  IIdnter  said :  This  item  is  estimated  for  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior.  It  is  proposed  to  appropriate  this 
amount  in  this  bill,  instead  of  appropriating  it  for  the  next 
fiscal  year,  as  this  is  the  planting  season. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Senate,  Ma//  27,  1852. 

Mr.  Pearce,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  reported  a 
bill  supplementary  to  an  act  approved  August  10,  1846,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution," 
4c.,  which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  The 
bill  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacUd  by  the  Senate  and  House,  of  Representatives  of  Iha  United 
Slates  of  America  in  Con/jreag  aaaembled,  Thitt  bo  much  of  ttio  money  now 
ia  the  bunde  or  the  Itngents  of  IheSmithianian  Inilitution,  beint;  sn  acf^u- 
mulalion  of  interest  on  Iho  principal  fund  that  aecruad  prior  to  July  Brat, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fortif-seven,  and  heretofore  aet  apart  for  tho  erection 
of  the  suitable  buildings  for  the  uao  of  said  institution,  ae  may  not  be  found 
ueceEsarj  for  tho  completion  of  tho  edifice  now  in  oourse  of  erection,  and 
all  such  furthir  euma  aa  may  bo  received  bercafur  from  the  estate  of  Jamu 
£[nithson,  shall  be  recoiTed  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slatea  on  the 
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same  terms  as  were  provided  for  the  original  principal  fund  by  the 
section  of  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  InsUtu^% 
for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  amonic  men,"  approved  An 
tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-siZ|  and  that  the  interest  thereon  i ' 
rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  shall  in  like  manner  be  payable 
yearly,  on  the  first  of  January  and  July  in  each  year,  from  and  afbec-  r^ 
date  at  which  it  shall  be  received  into  the  Treasurv  of  the  United  Stca 
for  the  perpetual  maintenance  and  support  of  said  institution : 
That  the  sums  thus  to  be  received,  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  t 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Senate,  August  20, 1852. 

The  Vice  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  firoi 
the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  communi 
ting  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  that  in^ 
stitution ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  ~ 
printed. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Pearce  that  5,000  additional  copiee  be 
printed,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Senatb,  August  21,  1852. 

An  amendment  to  the  Civil  and  Diplomatic  appropriation 
bill  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1853,  was  proposed  by  the 
Finance  Committee,  as  follows : 

**  For  finishing  the  grading,  manuring,  planting,  finishing  the  roads  and 
walks,  graveling  and  laying  gutters  along  the  margin  of  the  same,  and 
repairing  the  fence  of  the  Smithsonian  square,  $18,203.'' 

Senate,  August  24, 1852. 

Mr.  Pearce  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  agreed  to : 

Resolvedf  That  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Re^nts  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  occasioned  hy  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Jefferson  Davis,  be 
filled  hy  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Robert  M.  Charlton  was  appointed. 

Senate,  August  26, 1852. 

Mr.  Hamlin,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
in  favor  of  printing  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  annual 
report  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and 
that  2,000  copies  thereof  be  for  the  use  of  the  institution ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Senate,  August  26, 1852. 

Mr.  Hunter  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  oflfered 
August  21st,  by  striking  out  "$13,200,"  and  insertins^ 
"  $16,760."  The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 


-wo 
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j!    August  30. — III  conference  committee  the  Senate  receded 

from  the  above. 

'  Senate,  August  31,  1852. 

'    On  motion  by  Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa,  it  waa — 

Ordered,  Tliat  inati^ad  of  the  diiitribiiUoD  or  Uwen'a  Report  haratofor« 
Wdereil,  there  be  furniehed  to  Ihe  General  Land  Uffico  100  copiea,  to  Iha 
fimitbsonian  Institution  100  copies,  hikI  to  Dr.  Omoa  200  copies. 

I  Senate,  December  21,  1862. 

.  Mr.  Pearce.  There  are  two  vaciinciea  in  the  Board  of 
jRegents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which  it  is  very 
j^esirable  aud  necessary  should  Boon  bo  filled.  I  therefor© 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution.  The  resolution 
hras  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  considered  by  the 
|Benate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  reported  without 
amendment;  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
The  resolution  is  as  follows : 

tlUwlvtd,  ^.,  That  the  vaeaneiea  in  the  Board  of  EegenW  of  the  Stnitb- 
Innian  lostilution,  of  the  clius  "  othor  than  members  of  Congress, "  bo 
piled  by  the  appointment  of  Alexander  Dallas  Bache,  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
lDgt«n,  aod  John  UcFherson  Berrien,  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

\   The  resolution  was  approved  January  13,  1833,  as  Public 

peaolutioD  No.  6. 

I  Sbsate,  JWarM  1,  1853. 

i    The  PuBsiDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the  Senate  the 

tieventh  annual  reportof  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 

konian  Institution. 

I   Mr.  HoHTER,  from  the  Finance  Committee  offered  thefol- 

lowin":  amendment  to  the  Civil  and  Diplomatic  appropria- 

jBon  bill,  which  was  agreed  to  : 

1  "  To  supply  a  deficiency  fur  the  purchase  of  trees  und  hire  of  laborers  on 
Oke  improvomcDts  of  Reservation  No.  2,  on  public  Mall,  between  Seventh 
Uud  Tweinb  streets  west,  $0,-276.52." 

Senate,  March  3,  1853. 
The  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsoniaa 
[DBtitatioa  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
House  of  Representatives,  January  2, 1852. 

The  Speaker,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  an- 
louuced  the  names  of  the  following  gentlemen  as  Regents 
*  the  Smithsonian  Institution :  Messrs.  William  F.  Colcock, 
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of  South  Carolina,  Graham  N.  Pitch,  of  Indiana,  and  James 
Meacham,  of  Vermont. 

House  of  Eepresentatiyes,  Jvly  11, 1852. 

Mr.  Henn,  of  Iowa,  offered  the  following  amendment 
the  bill  to  reduce  and  modify  the  rates  of  postage  in  th 
United  States,  &c. : 

The  presidents  of  universities,  colleges,  academies,  and  of  all  icientifi 
institutions,  and  also  the  Smiihsonian  Institution^  may  send  by  mail,  fre 
of  postage,  the  printed  copies  of  any  regular  paper,  pamphlet,  or  book  par 
lished  under  the  authority  of  any  such  institution  ;  and  also  the  proof  sb 
of  such  copies  while  the  same  are  being  published :  Provided,  Sach 
copies  shall  be  distributed  gratis. 

On  the  12th  of  July  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend< 
ment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

House  of  Representatives,  January  11, 1858. 

Mr.  Meaoham.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 

to  take  up  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  No.  64,  for  the  a     

pointment  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  !•"— ^^ 
will  take  hut  a  moment,  and  it  is  very  necessary  that  it^  ^t 
should  be  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  three  times,  and  passed. 

House  of  Representatives,  March  8, 1858. 

The  House  refused  to  agree  to  the  amendment  of  th 
Senate  to  the  Civil  and  Diplomatic  bill,  appropriatin 
$5,276.52,  for  reservation  No.  2. 

The  amendment  having  been  sent  to  a  committee  of  con-- 
ference,  the  House  receded  from  its  disagreement,  and  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 


proceedings  in  the  senate. 

Senate,  February  21, 1854. 

Mr.  Pearcb  oflFered  the  following  resolution ;  whicljt 
considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  SmithaoniaiL^!^ 
Institution,  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  Hon.  B.  M. 
Charlton,  be  filled  by  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

The  President  appointed  Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglas 
fill  the  vacancy. 

Senate,  July  22, 1854. 

The  Senate  having  under  consideration  the  Civil  and^J^-"^ 
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Diplomatic  Bill,  the  follomng  amendments  reported  hy  the 
committee  were  read — 

For  tbe  preservBtton  of  tbe  collections  of  the  exploring  exptdUion. 
For  compensation  of  ke«p«rE.  wBlchmeo,  nod  [aborers,  ^,980. 
For  continent  eip«naes,  $100. 

Mr.  Pratt.  If  I  uDderstand  that  amcodment,  the  expeD- 
diture  proposed  by  it  is  an  annual  one  for  the  preservation 
of  the  coliectiona  of  the  exploring  expedition. 

Mr.  Hdnter.  The  Senator  from  Maryland,  over  the  way, 
[Mr.  Pearce,]  can  explain  this  matter. 

Mr.  Pbabce.  These  collections  have  been,  from  the  time 
:  they  were  received  in  this  country  down  to  the  present 
,penod,  under  the  charge  of  the  Library  Committee,  who 
lire  very  anxious  to  get  rid  of  that  responsibility.  But  there 
ii»re  other  reasons  why  they  should  be  transferred  to  the 
'Commissioner  of  Patents.  They  are  in  the  Patent  Office 
|,bQilding,  they  are  under  his  eye.  He  is  the  proper  officer 
ito  take  care  of  tliem.  He  takes  care  of  other  things  which 
ftre  connected  with  them. 

I  The  sum  appropriated,  I  will  remark,  is  rather  more 
|.perbap8  than  has  been  heretofore  expended  by  the  Library 
iCommittee  for  that  purpose;  for  the  reason  toat  it  will  be 
loecessary  to  erect  additional  buildings,  and  necessary  to  have 
($xi  additional  watchman,  as  there  is  now  nothing  to  prevent 
Iburglars  from  getting  into  so  much  of  the  building  as  is 
ifiow  going  on,  I  believe  that  all  the  allowances  are  eco- 
Ibomical ;  and  I  am  very  sure  they  are  below  those  made  in 
fotber  departments  of  the  Government.  K  we  do  not  ap- 
Jiropriate  this  money  here,  we  shall  have  to  appropriate  the 
Bamc  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  care  of  the 
Library  Committee.  That  is  the  only  difference.  That 
committee  is  not  the  proper  body  to  take  charge  of  the 
'fatter.     They  are  not  an  executive  body  properly. 

Mr.  Pratt.  I  called  attention  to  the  matter,  because  it 
iBtruck  me  as  being  rather  singular  that  there  should  be  an 
lADDual  appropriation  of  about  §3,000,  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  curiosities  collected  by  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition, I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  wof-th  to  the 
Sovornmcnt  this  annual  expense.  I  only  desired  the  ex- 
|tlanation,  as  it  struck  my  mind  as  curious. 
,  Mr.  pEARCB.  As  long  as  wo  keep  them,  we  must  take 
tere  of  them,  and  we  cannot  take  care  of  thera  with  leas 
ftxpenditure.  These  are  very  interesting  objects.  There 
ita-e  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  people  who  visit  that 
*"uilding  annually,  and  it  seems  to  Bie  that  this  is  a  very 
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small  expenditure  to  afford  so  much  gratifieation  to  our 
people. 

Senate,  July  25, 1854. 

The  Presiding  Officer  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  transmitting 
the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Pearce,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  ;  and  a  motion 
by  Mr.  Rusk  to  print  10,000  additional  copies  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Senate,  July  28, 1854. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  motion  to  print  additional  copies  of  the 
eighth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  reported  the  following  resolution  ;  which 
was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved f  That  there  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  ten  thousand 
«xtra  copies  of  the  eighth  annual  report  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  flyo  hundred  of  such  copies  to  be  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Stnithsonian  Institution  for  its  use. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

House  of  Representatives,  December  14,  1853. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Messrs.  James  Meacham,  of  Ver- 
mont, Wm.  n.  English,  of  Indiana,  and  David  Stuart,  of 
Michigan,  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

House  of  Representatives,  January  3,  1854. 

Mr.  Chandler  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  nine  members,  be  ap- 
pointed, and  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  withdrawing  from 
the  Tn^asury  of  the  United  States  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  investing  the 
same  in  sound  stocks,  or  in  such  other  way  as  may  be  to  the  interest  of  said 
fund. 

Mr.  Chandler.  This  money  is  lying  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  Government  has  to  pay  for  the 
use  of  it,  when  it  is  buying  up  its  own  stock  at  a  large  pre- 
mium. It  is,  therefore,  desirable  to  place  the  fund  in  some 
other  situation. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  I  desire  to  make  one  inquiry 
of  the  gentleman,  and  it  is,  whether  there  is  any  certainty 
that  a  method  can  be  devised  by  which  he  can  so  invest  this 
money  in   stocks,  or  in   any  other  way,  that,  provided   it 
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should  be  loat,  the  Govenimeut  will  not  have  to  refund  it? 
We  made  otic  inveatraent  of  a  portioa  of  this  fund,  and  had 
to  pay  the  amount  of  the  inveatmeiit. 

Mr.  Chandler.  Invest  it  in  eastern  stocks,  and  not  in 
western. 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia,  called  for  the  reading  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  no  objection  being  made,  it  was  accordingly 
again  read. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution; and  there  were,  on  a  division — ayes  84;  noes  not 
counted. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

noosE  OP  Representatives,  January  24, 1854. 

Mr.  Upham,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  reported  the  following  bill;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  hy  its  title : 

"A  bill  granting  Iha  franking  privilega  to  tbe  Superintendent  of  the 
Cout  Survej,  and   the   assistant  in   chargn  nf  the   office  of  said   Coast 

Mr.  Mace.  I  move  that  the  biU  he  so  amended  as  to  pro- 
vide for  the  grant  of  the  frankinsr  privilege  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  addition  to  the  officers 
already  named. 

Mr.  Olds.  The  proposition  contemplates  the  giving  of 
the  franking  privilege  to  the  Coast  Survey.  The  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  have  permitted  it  to 
be  reported  to  the  House,  from  the  fact  that  we  had  seen 
no  good  reason  why  the  head  of  that  bureau — for  it  is,  iu 
fact,  a  bureau — should  not  have  the  franking  privilege  as 
well  as  the  heads  of  the  other  bureaus.  At  the  same  time, 
however,  that  I  give  my  assent  to  the  report  of  this  resolu- 
tion, I  wish  to  say  that  my  own  opinion,  and  I  believe  that 
such  will  he  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  is  against  the 
inking  privilege  altogether;  and  perhaps  before  me  session 
18  closed  we  shall  propose  a  bill  abolishing  it. 

Mr.  Mace.  I  think,  sir,  that  I  would  myself  be  in  favor 
of  the  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege;  but  if  it  is  to 
exist  and  appertain  to  sundry  officers  of  the  Government, 
and  to  members  of  Congress,  I  see  no  case  more  meritorious 
than  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
to  which  that  privilege  could  be  extended.  That  is  an  insti- 
tution for  the  diffusion  of  general  knowledge  throughout  the 
whole  country,  By  various  acts  of  Congress  we  vote  to  it 
numerous  public  aocuments,  which  cannot  be  distributed 
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unless  some  member  of  Congress  will  volunteer  to  go  Uiere 
and  frank  them.  Such  is  the  practice,  and  I  have  myself, 
at  the  instance  of  Professor  Henry,  spent  days  there  in 
franking  public  documents  for  that  institution. 

The  design  has  been  to  forward  to  our  constituents 
throughout  the  land  documents  for  their  information.  The 
Secretary  of  that  institution  ought  to  have  the  privilege  of 
franking  them,  and  not  be,  as  now,  subjected  to  the  incon- 
venience of  calling  upon  the  members  of  Congress  to  do 
that  job. 

A  Member.     Who  is  the  Secretary? 

Mr.  Mace.    I  am  told  that  Professor  Henry  is  the  Secre- 
tary.   I  do  not  propose  to  elaborate  this  (question  at  all.    It   <^;^^ 
is  a  simple  one.    If  we  are  to  extend  this  privilege  at  all,  ^  ^  i 
we  cannot  extend  it  to  a  more  meritorious  case  than  the  one  ^^^Z 
I  have  suggested. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.    I  move  to  refer  the  bill  an 
amendment  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  o: 
the  Union,  and  that  they  be  printed.    And  I  will  say  tha^,  ^^^^ 
whatever  may  be  the  propriety  of  the  bill  as  reportecl  fronc^i^-jii 
the  committee,  I  can  see  no  justice  and  no  propriety  in  th 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [M 
Mace.] 

The  Smithsonian  Institution  is  not  part  nor  parcel  of  tb' .    /^ 
Government.     It  is  a  separate  and  distinct  institution,  qaiL^  r. 
tered,  it  is  true,  on  the  Treasury  at  the  rate  of  thousanofl^-of 
dollars  per  annum ;  and  it  should  be  kept,  I  think,  as  d'x  «. 
tinct  as  possible.     There  is  no  reason  for  giving  this  instit-'ti- 
tion  the  peculiar  privilege  of  franking  its  documents  ov^^r 
the  country  in  preference  to  other  institutions  of  learnixig 
in  any  part  of  the  United  States.     And  if  you  commeni^^e 
with  this,  where  are  you  to  stop?    This  is  to  be  the  enteri'^K 
wedge  here  at  the  seat  of  Government.     This  is  first  to  *^ 
made  the  favorite  institution  for  establishing  the  precede  i^^ 
to  confer  the  franking  privilege  on  all  the  institutions,  P^ 
haps,  of  the  country.    And  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  froi 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Mace,]  that  according  to  my  understandin 
and  construction  of  the  Post  Office  laws,  the  member 
Congress    who    franks  a  document    weighing    over  tw^      ^ 
ounces,  published  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  violate^^ , 
the  privilege  conferred  upon  him  under  the  laws  of  Con**^ 
grcss. 

Mr.  Mace.     Will  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  allow 
me  to  explain  ? 

Mr.  Jones  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  Mace.    I  will  state  to  the  gentleman  that  the  docu* 
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ments  franked  by  me  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  were 
printed  by  order  of  Congress;  and  I  had  the  same  right  to 
orank  them  as  I  had  the  other  public  documents  printed  by 
order  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Jones.  If  they  were  ordered  by  Congress,  or  by 
either  House  of  Congress,  then  they  were  public  docu- 
ments, and  came  within  the  law.  And  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Mace,]  and  every  other  member  had  a  right 
to  frank  them.  But  the  documents  printed  by  order  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  are  not  included  among  these  priv- 
ileged matters  which  members  of  Congress  are  authorized 
to  frank;  and,  in  my  opinion,  they  should  not  be  included. 
J  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Warren.  I  move  to  lay  the  bill  and  amendment 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Mace.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  who  re- 
3)orted  the  bill  has  urgently  appealed  to  me  to  withdraw  the 
amendment  which  I  have  proposed.    I  do  now  withdraw  it. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  withdrawn. 

House  op  Representatives,  March  10, 1854. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  memorial  from 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  with  a  view  of  having  it  refer- 
red to  the  special  committee  appointed  early  in  January. 
It  is  a  memorial  asking  Congress  to  authorize  the  Treasury 
Department  to  receive  $150,000,  saved  from  the  accrued 
interest,  on  the  same  terms  as  those  on  which 'the  original 
bequest  was  received. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaeniativeaj  in  Congreta  os- 

sembled: 

Gkhtlemsn  :  The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  have 
directed  me  to  transmit  to  your  honorable  body  the  resolution  appended  to 
this  communication,  and  to  solicit  the  passage  of  a  law  in  accordance  there- 
with. 

It  is  known  to  your  honorable  body  that  the  original  sum  received  into 
the  United  States  Treasury  from  the  Smithsonian  bequest  was  a  little  more 
than  $515,000,  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  incorporating 
the  inBtitution  $242,000  had  accrued  in  interest,  which  sum,  or  so  much  of 
it  as  might  be  deemed  necessary,  the  Regents  were  authorized  to  appropriate 
to  a  building. 

In  consideration,  however,  of  the  great  demands  upon  the  institution  fot 
'<  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,''  the  Regents,  instead 
of  immediately  expending  this  sum  on  the  building,  have  carefully  husbanded 
it,  and  have  extended  the  time  of  the  erection  of  the  building  over  several 
years,  and  have  defrayed  the  expense  in  part  out  of  the  proceeds  of  this  sum, 
and  in  part  out  of  such  portions  of  the  income  of  the  original  fund  as  could 
be  spared  from  the  operations  of  the  institution.  The  building  will  be  com- 
pleted in  a  few  months  in  fire-proof  materials,  and  in  a  very  substantial  man- 
ner, and  besides  the  money  required  to  pay  the  contractor  there  is  now  on 
hand  $150,00(')  of  accrued  interest. 

34 
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This  sum  the  Regents  ask  to  be  allowed  to  place  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  with  the  original  bequest,  and  to  add  to  it,  fVom  time  to  time, 
such  other  sums  as  may  come  into  their  possession  by  donation  or  otherwise 
until  the  sum  thus  added  shall  amount  to  $ . 

The  sole  object  of  this  bequest  is  the  permanent  investment  and  perpetual 
security  of  the  accumulated  fund,  and  when  your  honorable  body  is  assured 
that  the  operations  of  the  institution  have  received  the  approbation  of  the 
wise  and  good  in  ever^  part  of  the  world  where  literature  and  science  are 
cultivated,  the  undersigned  trusts  that  the  request  will  be  granted. 

And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

JOSEPH  HENRY, 
Secretary  of  Smithsonian  InstUuHon, 

House  of  Representatives,  July  20, 1854. 

Joint  Resolution  No.  13  approved. — One  copy  of  the  works 
of  Thomas  Jefferson  to  be  given  to  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion. 

House  of  Representatives,  Jvly  25, 1854. 

The  House  having  under  consideration  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  the  Navy  Appropriation  Bill — 

Mr.  Haven  said :  I  offer  the  following  amendment,  no 
by  direction  of  the  committee,  for  I  take  it  that  the  com- 
mittee is  against  me: 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  pay  the  salary  of  Professor  Jam 
P.  Espy,  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  ending  80th  June,  1S55,  $2,000;  pay- 
ment to  be  made  in  the  same  manner  and  under  like  control  as  former  i 
propriations  for  meteorological  observations. 

Mr.  Phelps.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Haven.     Let  me  state  just  why  I  think  the  amend- 
ment is  in  order.     Similar  appropriations  are  to  be  found 
in  the  Navy  appropriation  bills  tor  the  last  three  or  four  years. 
You  will  find  it  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  President's  message  and  accompanyingdocuments, 
page  302.    On  page  393  the  committee  will  find  a  letter  from 
Professor  Espy,  from  which  I  will  read  a  short  extract    After 
detailing  the  duties  which  he  has  performed  in  reference  to 
collecting  and   collating  meteorological  observations  that 
have  been  made  at  the  military  posts  in  the  country,  he  uses 
the  following  language  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy: 

I  have  already  finished  collating  the  years  1849,  1850,  and  1851,  with  the 
exception  of  the  third  quarter  of  1849  and  the  third  quarter  of  1851.  These 
quarters  I  shall  finish  by  the  end  of  the  present  year,  and  if  you  so  direct, 
the  report  for  these  three  years  can  be  handed  in  to  Congress.  But  I  respect- 
fully suggest  that  a  report  on  this  subject  would  be  greatly  increased  in 
value  by  even  a  small  increase  of  time  contained  in  it;  and  I  should  be 
pleased**if  you  would  allow  the  report  to  be  withheld  from  Congress  till 
Its  second  session,  at  which  time  the  year  1852  would  be  embodied  in  it. 
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Thi*  man  has  been  regularly  and  continuously  employed; 
and  you  will  find,  in  the  cases  referred  to,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navv  has  made  the  recommendations  of  which  I  have 
spoken.  You  will  find,  by  referring  to  page  112,  that  this 
appropriation  of  $2,000  a  year  was  not  only  made  for  that 
year,  out  for  the  year  previous.  In  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion at  page  221,  you  will  find  that  the  same  appropriation 
was  made,  and  in  the  precise  way  in  which  it  has  been  made 
in  every  particular  case.  I  now  offer  this  amendment,  be- 
cause my  friend  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,]  who  is  my 
colleague  upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  told  me 
that  he  had  always  attended  to  it,  and  he  intrusted  it  to  my 
liands  now.  I  wish  to  perform  that  trust  faithfullv,  as  it  is 
«n  appropriation  which  I  think  ought  to  be  madfe.  It  is 
<5ertainly  one  which  has  been  adopted  as  an  amendment  to 
'this  bill  for  the -last  half  dozen  years. 

The  Chairman.  The  Chair  would  inquire  whether  the 
-office  was  established  by  law? 

Mr.  Haven.  Certainly;  and  this  man  is  in  the  employ- 
:ment  of  the  Government.  He  is  now  engaged  in  making 
^  report. 

Air.  Phelps.  I  diflTer  with  the  gentleman  as  to  the  fact 
'whether  the  office  was  established  by  law.  I  admit  that  in 
two  or  three  naval  appropriation  bills  an  amendment  was 
passed  making  provision  for  the  prosecution  of  meteoro- 
logical surveys,  but  those  appropriations  were  only  made 
from  year  to  year.  There  is  no  such  officer  provided  for 
by  law.  His  term  of  office  expired  the  Ist  of  July,  and 
Jhere  is  no  law  providing  for  the  continuation  or  further 
prosecution  of  these  meteorological  surveys.  It  is  for  these 
reasons  that  I  raise  the  question  of  order. 

Mr.  Haven.  I  will  not  say  whether  I  am  right  or  wrong 
in  reference  to  this  matter;  but  I  do  say  that  tor  a  series  of 
years  appropriations  have  been  made  from  year  to  year  for 
this  purpose,  contained  precisely  in  the  same  words  as  my 
amendment.     This  man  is  in  the  public  employment 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia.  Will  the  gentleman  say  whether 
the  office  of  Mr.  Espy,  who  used  to  be  called  the  Storm 
King,  is  an  office  created  by  law? 

Mr.  Haven.  The  question  which  my  friend  from  Virginia 
puts  me  has  reference  to  the  designation  of  the  man  that 
fills  the  office — Storm  King,  as  he  says — rather  than  to  the 
employment  in  which  he  is  engaged.  I  cannot  say  whether 
there  is  such  an  officer  as  the  head  of  a  bureau  of  meteoro- 
logical surveys,  but  I  do  understand  that  the  law  has  made 
provision  for  this  office.     I  have  pointed  to  the  place  where 
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provision  is  made  for  the  office,  and  for  paying  the  man  who 
has  been  employed  under  the  law  to  fill  it. 

The  Chairman.  If  the  Chair  understands  the  facts  of  the 
case,  this  was  a  special  service  for  which  the  appropriatioD 
was  made ;  and  the  service  and  office  expire  with  the  ex- 
haustion of  the  appropriation.  The  amendment  would  not^ 
therefore,  be  in  order  under  the  rule  established. 

Mr.  Haven.  Allow  me  to  say  one  thing  further.  When 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  this  matter 

riioud  cries  of  "  Order ! "  "  Order !  *'] 

The  Chairman.    Does  the  gentleman  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair? 

Mr.  Haven.    I  do ;  and  I  desire  simply  to  say  that  evi 
since  I  have  been  in  this  House 


Mr.  Phelps,    i  rise  to  a  question  of  order.     There  is 
appeal  pending,  and  no  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Stanton.  I  desire  to  make  a  suggestion.  This  isia 
continuation  of  works  which  have  already  been  commenced. 
These  observations  have  been  carried  on  K)r  a  series  of  years. 

[Cries  of  "  Question ! "  "  Question ! "] 

The  Chairman.  The  question  is,  <' Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  committee?" 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was 
not  sustained ;  there  being,  on  a  count,  only  thirty-one  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Chairblan.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Haven.] 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Michigan.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend* 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Haven  J  by 
increasing  the  appropriation  one  dollar. 

I  have  moved  the  amendment  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  me  to  ask  one  or  two  questions,  to  which  I  ask  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  There  is  now 
an  officer  employed  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  whose 
duty  it  is  to  receive  and  to  make  all  these  meteorolo^cal 
calculations,  and  to  report  upon  them.  Reports  are  sent  from 
all  the  diffisrent  military  stations  in  the  country  to  him.  He 
is  employed  at  present  in  getting  out  a  work  upon  this  sub- 
ject at  the  expense  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  What  I 
want  to  know  is,  whether  these  are  the  same  services  upon 
which  Professor  Espy  is  employed? 

Mr.  Havrn.  I  can  only  answer  the  gentleman  by  refer- 
ence to  the  documents.  I  know  nothing  of  the  computa- 
tions of  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  but  I  doubt  not  the 
gentleman  is  correct  in  what  he  states. 
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Here  is  Professor  Espy^s  letter : 

Ibyino  Hotel,  Washikotov,  SepUmher  8, 1868. 
Bib  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  6lh  instant,  requesting  me  to  **  furnish 
/ou  a  report  of  my  labors,  and  their  results,  connected  with  the  meteoro- 
ogical  ooservations  conducted  by  me,  under  the  direction  of  the  Navy  De- 
"jMirtment,  during  the  past  year,"  I  have  to  report  progress  as  follows: 

During  the  year,  as  in  several  former  years,  I  have  nad  access  to  all  the 

"meteorological  journals  kept  at  the  various  military  posts  by  order  of  the 

burgeon  General,  and  to  all  the  journals  procured  by  the  Smithsonian  In- 

-tftitutton,  which  are  very  numerous,  and  embrace  a  very  wide  extent  of 

^territory,  which,  united  to  the  journals  of  my  own  correspondents,  furnish 

-the  means,  such  as  the  world  never  possessed  before,  of  generalizing  the 

phenomena  of  storms,  and  educing  laws  which  apply  to  their  origin,  the 

-direction  and  velocity  of  their  motion,  in  the  United  States ;  the  direction 

.And  violence  of  the  wind  in  different  parts  of  the  storm  at  the  same  time; 

the  state  of  the  barometer  in  the  storm  and  around  its  borders;  the  causes 

which  produce  these  phenomena;  and  the  means  of  predicting,  in  all  great 

4itorm8  of  dangerous  violence,  their  approach  in  time  to  prepare  for  tnem. 

How  much  of  all  this  I  have  already  done,  and  how  much  remains  to  be 

4one,  and  with  what  prospect  of  success,  you  will  judge  by  examining  my 

previous  reports  to  the  Department. 

The  plan  which  I  adopted  in  these  reports,  in  collating  the  meteorological 
joarnals,  was  to  exhibit  to  the  e^e,  on  skeleton  maps  of  the  United  States, 
the  various  phenomena  of  the  winds  and  rains  and  barometric  fluctuations 
by  appropriate  symbols,  so  that,  b^  a  glance,  it  might  be  seen  where  a  storm 
was  raging,  how  far  it  extended,  in  what  direction,  and  with  what  violence 
the  wind  blew  in  its  borders,  and  beyond ;  how  the  barometer  stood  within 
and  beyond  its  borders;  and  how  far,  and  in  what  direction,  the  center  of 
the  storm  had  moved  by  the  next  day  at  the  same  hour.  This  plan  f  have 
not  seen  proper  to  change  in  the  report  now  in  progress  for  the  Department. 
I  have  already  finished  collating  the  years  1849,  1850,  and  1861,  with  the 
exception  of  the  third  quarter  of  1849  and  the  third  quarter  of  1851.  These 
quarters  I  shall  finish  by  the  end  of  the  present  year ;  and,  if  you  so  direct,  the 
report  for  these  three  years  can  be  handed  in  to  Congress.  But  I  respectfully 
eaggest  that  a  report  on  this  subject  would  be  greatly  increased  in  value  by 
even  a  small  increase  of  time  contained  in  it ;  and  I  should  be  pleased  if  vou 
would  allow  the  report  to  be  withheld  from  Congress  till  its  second  session, 
at  which  time  the  year  1851  would  be  embodied  in  it. 

Whatever  you  direct  me  to  do  on  this,  shall  be  done  to  the  best  of  my 
abiliiy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obeaient  servant, 

JAMES  P.  ESPY. 
Hon.  J.  O.  Dobbin. 

These  calculations  are  of  very  great  service  to  science. 
They  are  the  handmaid  to  the  great  business  in  which  Lieu- 
tenant Maury  is  engaged.  It  seems  that  Professor  Espy  has 
access  to  the  journals  kept  at  the  various  military  stations 
in  the  country,  to  all  the  journals  received  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  and  besides  that,  has  a  very  large  cor- 
respondence of  his  own  from  which  he  deduces  his  facts, 
and  reports  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Stuart,  by  unanimous  consent,  withdrew  his  amend* 
inent  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Haven's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 
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House  of  Representatives,  July  31, 1854. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  non-concurrence  in  the  forty-secood 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  [July  22.] 

The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

House  of  Representatives,  Augiist  1, 1854. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  transmitting 
the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 

The  Speaker.  The  annual  report  does  not  accompany 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary.  The  Chair  understands  that 
there  is  but  one  copy.  It  is  very  voluminous,  and  is  now  in 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  English.  I  move  that  the  communication  and  report 
be  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  I  move 
that  20,000  extra  copies  be  printed,  and  that  that  motion  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.     So  ordered. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  non-concurrence  in  the  one  hundred 
and  sixty-fifth  amendment. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth  amendment : 

Sec.  ...  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  collections  of  the  exploring- 
expedition,  now  in  the  Patent  Office,  be  placed  under  the  care  and  manage-^ 
ment  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  employ 
one  principal  keeper  of  said  collections  at  an  annual  salary  of  $900,  one* 
assistant  keeper  at  an  annual  salary  of  $750,  one  night  watchman  at  aa 
annual  salary  of  $600,  and  two  laborers  at  annual  salary  each  of  $365. 

The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

House  of  Representatives,  August  2,  1854. 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Kentucky.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. I  have  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Printings 
which  I  desire  to  make.  I  believe  that  committee  have  the 
right  to  report  at  any  time. 

The  Speaker.     The  gentleman  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Stanton.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing to  otter  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  there  be  printed  10,000  extra  copios  of  the  annual  report 
of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  including  the 
minority  report  upon  the  distribution  of  the  fund — 7,000  copies  for  distribu- 
tion by  the  members  of  this  House  and  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  Institution. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  I  move  to  lay  that  resolution 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed-  to. 
The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 
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House  of  Representatives,  August  3,  1854. 

The  Senate  having  reinserted  the  section  that  the  House 
non-concurred  in  on  the  lat  of  August,  Mr.  Houston  said: 

TJpon  examination  of  that  amendment,  Mr.  Pearce,  of  the 
Senate  committee,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Joint  Committee 
on  the  Library,  assured  us  that  these  officers  are  now  kept 
Dp  and  paid  to  have  charge  of  this  collection.  The  object  of 
the  amendment  is  only  to  relieve  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library  ft-om  their  responsibility  concerning  the  matter. 
There  is,  I  believe,  an  increase  of  one  messenger,  besides 
which  it  will  cost  no  more  money  than  under  the  present 
arrangement.  The  committee,  therefore,  report  in  tiivor  of 
the  House  receding  from  its  disagreement. 


PEOCEKDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 

Senate,  December  7,  1854. 

Mr.  Pbaece,  according  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  two  Regents  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution ; 
which  was  read  twice  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  proposes  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents, 
of  the  class  other  than  members  of  Congress,  by  the  reap- 
pointment of  the  late  incumbents,  Rufus  Choate,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Gideon  Hawley,  of  New  York. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Senate,  January  17, 1855. 

The  President.  I  lay  before  the  Senate  a  communication 
from  Hon.  Rufus  Cboate,  one  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
eonian  Institution.     It  will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows : 

Tb  the  Senate  and  Boate  of  Hepresentatieea  ; 

I  take  leave  to  communicale  to  th«  two  Bouses  of  Congr^e  m^  re^igoa- 
tton  of  the  office  of  Regent  of  the  SmilhsoDJan  Institutioo. 

It  ia  due  to  the  body  which  has  been  pleiaed  to  honor  me  with  their  trust 
for  aome  years,  and  has  recently  conferred  It  for  a  now  term,  to  say  tbaC  this 
■top  Is  taken,  not  from  any  lo»s  of  intereet  in  the  welfare  of  that  important 
establisbaient,  but  in  part  from  the  inconvenience  experienced  in  attending 
the  meeting!,  and  in  part,  also,  and  more  immediately,  from  my  inability 
to  concur  or  acquiesce  ia  an  interpretation  of  the  act  of  Congress  coDStitu- 
ting  tha  actual   inetitution,  and  the   Board  of  Regents,  which  has  been 
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adopted,  and  is  now  about  to  be  practically  carried  into  administration  bj 
a  majority  of  the  board.  That  act,  it  has  seemed  to  me,  peremptorily 
« directs  a  manner"  and  prescribes  a  plan  according  to  which  it  intendia 
that  the  institution  shall  accomplish  the  will  of  the  donor. 

By  the  earlier  law  accepting  the  gift,  Congress  engaged  to  direct  soch  a 
manner  and  to  devise  such  a  plan,  and  pledged  the  faith  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  funds  should  be  applied  according  to  such  plan  and  such 
manner.     In  fulfillment  of  that  pledge,  and  in  the  performance  of  its  in- 
alienable and  incommunicable  duty  as  trustee  of  the  charity,  that  body, 
after  many  years  of  deliberation — from  which  it  never  sought  to  relioTe 
itself  by  devolving  the  work  upon  the  discretion  of  others — matured  its 
plan,  and  established  the  actual  institution  to  carry  it  out.    Of  this  plan, 
the  general  features  are  sketched  with  great  clearness  and  great  complete- 
ness in  the  law.     Without  resortine  for  aid  in  its  interpretation  to  its  par- 
liamentary history,  the  journals  and  debates,  tbe  substantial  meaning  seems 
to  be  palpable  and  unequivocal  in  its  terms,     liy  such  aid  it  is  rendered 
quite  certain.    A  Board  of  Regents  is  created  to  administer  it.    Some  dis- 
cretionary powers,  of  course,  are  given  to  the  board  in  regard  of  detsils, 
and  in  regard  of  possible  surpluses  of  income  which  may  remain  at  any 
given  time,  while  the  plan  of  Congress  is  being  zealously  and  judiciously 
carried  into  effect ;   but  these  discretionary  powers  are  given,  I  think,  i» 
trust  for  the  plan  of  Congress,  and  €ls  auxiliary  to,  cooperate  with,  and  execu- 
tory of,  it    They  were  given  for  the  sake  of  the  plan,  simply  to  enable  t 
regents  the  more  effectually  and  truly  to  administer  that  very  one — not 
enable  them  to  devise  and  administer  another  of  their  own,  unauthorii 
in  the  terms  of  the  law,  incompatible  with  its  announced  objects  and  its  fuT^ 
development,  not  alluded  to  in  it  anywhere,  and  which,  as  the  journals  a 
the  debates  inform  us,  when  presented  to  the  House  under  specific  pro 
tions,  was  rejected. 

Of  this  act  an  interpretation  has  now  been  adopted,  by  which,  it 
seemed  to  me,  these  discretionary  means  of  carrvine  the  will  of  Cong^^ 
into  effect  are  transformed  into  means  of  practically  disappointing  that  w  ^ 
and  of  building  up  an  institution  substantially  unlike  that  which  it  m 
tended,  which  supersedes  and  displaces  it,  and  in  effect  repeals  the  la.i 
Differences  ot  opinion  had  existed  in  the  board  from  its  first  meeting,  / 
regard  of  the  administration  of  the  act;  but  they  were  composed  by  a  reft 
lution  of  compromise,  according  to  which  a  full  half  of  the  annual  incom 
was  to  be  eventually  applied  in  permanence  to  what  I  deem  the  essentia 
parts  of  the  plan  of  Congress.  That  resolution  of  compromise  is  now  for- 
mally rescinded,  and  henceforward  the  discretion  of  the  regents,  and  not 
the  act  of  Congress,  is  to  be  the  rule  of  appropriation,  and  that  discretion 
has  already  declared  itself  for  another  plan  than  what  I  deem  the  plan  of 
Congress.  It  may  be  added  that,  under  the  same  interpretation,  the  office 
and  powers  of  secretary  are  fundamentally  changed  from  those  of  the  sec- 
retary of  the  law,  as  I  read  it,  and  are  greatly  enlarged. 

In  this  interpretation,  I  cannot  acquiesce;  and  with  entire  respect  for 
the  majority  of  the  board,  and  with  much  kindness  and  regard  to  all  its 
members,  I  am  sure  that  my  duty  requires  a  respectful  tender  of  resigna- 
tion.    I  make  it  accordingly,  and  am  your  obedient  servant, 

RUFUS  CHOATE. 
Washington,  (D.  C.,)  January  18,  1855. 

Mr.  Pearce.  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  make  a  sugges- 
tion in  regard  to  the  disposition  which  shall  be  made  of  this 
paper.  Before  I  do  so,  however,  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  while  I  submit  a  very  few  remarks. 

The  paper,  sir,  is  one  of  unusual  character.  It  purports 
to  be  a  resignation  by  a  gentleman  holding  a  public  trust 
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tinder  the  appointment  of  Congress,  and  assigns  reasons  for 
the  resignation.  The  first  is  the  inability  of  the  party  re- 
eigning  to  perform  the  daties  bf  his  trust;  that  is  to  say,  to 
attend  the  meetings  of  the  institution,  without  which  attend- 
ance he  cannot  perform  the  duties  of  his  trust;  quite  a  suffi- 
cient reason,  and  one  which,  perhaps,  has  been  of  equal 
weight  for  the  last  seven  years  as  now.  The  second  reason 
is,  his  inability  to  concur  with  the  majority  of  the  Board  of 
Regents  in  the  interpretation  which  they  nave  given  to  the 
statute  establishing  the  institution.  If  the  letter  of  resig- 
nation had  terminated  there,  I  should  not  have  had  a  word 
to  say;  but  it  goes  much  further.  It  is,  in  effect,  nothing 
more  than  we  have  seen  in  the  public  prints  for  the  last 
year,  though,  of  course,  in  very  different  language,  and  in- 
stigated by  purposes  very  different  from  those  which  I  hope 
and  believe  actuate  the  retiring  regent. 

It  sets  forth,  sir,  that  Congress  has  established  a  plan  for 
the  conduct  of  this  institution,  has  prescribed  a  manner  in 
which  the  regents  shall  manage  its  affitirs;  that  the  act 
sketches  with  clearness  and  completeness  the  principal  fea- 
tures of  this  plan ;  that  they  are  quite  apparent  without 
reference  to  the  parliamentary  history  of  the  act;  that,  with 
that,  they  are  unmistakably  clear.  Then  he  charges  that 
the  majority  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  who  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  differ  from  the  retiring  regent,  have  subverted 
that  plan  established  by  Congress,  have  departed  from  tiie 
manner  in  which  Congress  prescribed  that  the  affairs  of  the 
institution  should  be  conducted,  and  diverted  the  applicatiozi 
of  the  funds  from  the  objects  prescribed  in  the  law,  have 
appropriated  them  to  objects  not  mentioned  in  the  law,  in- 
compatible with  the  prescribed  objects,  and  not  warranted, 
either  by  the  letter  or  spirit  of  any  of  its  provisions ;  ikzr 
thus  the  Board  of  Regents  have  substituted  their  ^frilljp 
the  will  of  the  National  Legislature,  and  have,  in  i 
repealed  the  act  of  Congress. 

Sir,  these  are  very  grave  charges.     I  happen  to  bfj.'CU: 
those  who  have  been  thus  contumacious,  who  have  atm  *  t. 
deavored  to  subvert  the  will  of  the  !N'ational  ILamuiu-. 
and  to  repeal  the  act  of  Congresp,  for  the  fiutfaiicLi-saftsirii'/- 
of  which  I  had  pledged  everything  which  A.iaaij  ^^     i- :.- 
could  pledge,  by  the  acceptance  of  the  tnnt.  ife  .  :  in^'"' 
but  feel  sensibly  the  reproach  conveyed  irtlBi'stt-'v    -».• 
feel  it  not  only  sensibly,  but  with  QomeflumDva  iiiij-::*!- 
I  have  one  consolation,  however.    I  durifli>iiuiuii  .I'rt- 
the  interpretation  which  I  have  given ixtttkukX        '\  *  •■  i 
soled   for  differing  from  the  btiUmmU^MBmmf-^i^^ 


•'  f 
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forensic  orator  who  is  the  author  of  this  letter,  by' reflecting 
that  I  am  sustained  in  my  opinion  by  men  of  such  weight 
of  character  as  cannot  well  'be  exceeded  in  this  country. 
Let  me  mention  a  few  of  them.  In  the  first  place,  I  will 
mention  him  who  holds  the  first  rank  as  a  jurist  in  the 
United  States ;  first,  unquestionably,  in  position,  and,  as  I 
believe,  not  surpassed  either  in  the  variety  and  extent  of  hia 
legal  learning,  the  vi^or  and  acuteness  of  his  logical  facul* 
ties,  or  the  purity  of  his  professional  and  private  life,  by  any 
man  in  this  country,  or  elsewhere — ^I  mean  Chief  Justice 
Taney,  with  whom  I  consider  it  to  be  exceedingly  fortunate 
that  I  concur  in  opinion  on  this  question. 

Next,  sir,  I  may  be  allowed  to  mention  a  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  a  member  of  General  Jackson's  Cabinet,  his  first 
Attorney  General,  for  many  years  a  distinguished  ornament 
of  this  body,  and  now,  in  spite  of  years  somewhat  advancing, 
retaining  all  the  vi^or  of  those  physical  and  intellectual  &c-^ 
ulties  which  made  Mr.  Wirt  characterize  him,  thirty  y 
ago,  as  a  man  of  splendid  ability,  and  who  at  this  time  mav 
tains,  as  he  has  done  for  thirty  years,  a  proud  position 
the  front  ranks  of  his  noble  profession — ^I  mean  Mr.  Berri 
of  Georgia. 

Then,  sir,  I  may  mention  a  gentleman  who  was  also  o 
an  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  Secretary  of 
Treasury,  and  Minister  to  England  and  to  France,  him 
more  intimately  connected  with  this  institution  than 
other  person  whom  I  know,  having  been  the  agent 
pointed  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  proco 
to  London  and  prosecute  the  suit  in  chancery,  upon  whi 
the  determination  of  this  fund  depended ;  a  gentleman 
ample  ability,  of  hiffh  cultivation,  and  mature  experience 
I  niean  Mr.  Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  shall  not,  in  his  presence,  bestow  any  eulogium  upo 


my  friend,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr 
son,]  who  is  one  of  those  who  have  concurred  with  me.  But 
even  in  his  presence  I  may  say  this  much :  that  for  manv 
years — more  perhaps  than  he  would  be  glad  to  acknowl- 
edge— ^he  has  been  engaged  in  a  large  and  successful  prac- 
tice, and  in  the  higher  w^alks  of  his  profession  ;  and  that 
this  furnishes  some  small  reason  to  infer  that  he  is  quite 
competent  to  construe  an  act  of  Congress. 

Of  the  other  members  of  the  Board  of  Regents  who  con- 
cur with  me,  I  need  not  make  mention  further  ttan  to  say 
that,  though  not  legal  men,  they  are  all  men  of  great  emi- 
nence in  this  country,  and  their  eminence  has  been  recog- 
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nized  in  the  higli  public  positiona  which  they  have  occupied 
and  8till  occupy  and  iidorn. 

As  I  have  said  before,  sir,  this  ia  some  small  consolation 
to  me  for  venturing  to  difier  from  Mr.  Choate,  who  so  un- 
qualifiedly condemns  all  those  who  oppose  him.  There  is 
something  rather  peremptory,  I  think,  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  announces  his  opinion  in  regard  to  the  construc- 
tion and  violation  of  this  law.  I  do  not  find  it  qualified  by 
the  expression  of  the  possibility  of  any  miaeonstruction  on 
h\s  part,  by  the  admiBsion  that  intelligent  and  honorable 
men  might  well  differ  in  regard  to  that  construction.  Far 
be  it  from  me,  sir,  to  impute  to  those  who  dittijr  from  me 
any  want  of  intelligence  and  sincerity.  The  Senator  who 
sits  beside  me  [Mr.  Doug:la3]  is  one  who  differed  from  me 
iu  the  board;  but  nothing  "has  ever  occurred  because  of 
that  difference  to  diminish  the  respect  which  I  entertain 
for  himself,  bis  talents,  and  abilities. 

Well,  now,  let  us  see,  for  a  moment,  what  are  those  re- 

Suirements  of  the  law,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Choate, 
le  regents  have  neglected  or  violated.  The  act  organizing 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  has  prescribed  certain  detinite 
objects,  due  attention  to  which  the  regents  undoubtedly  are 
bound,  in  good  faith,  to  pay.  It  has  required  us  to  erect  a 
building,  such  as  was  described  in  the  act — a  building  upon 
a  large  and  liberal  scale — sutticient  for  the  reception  and 
srrangemeut,  upon  that  scale,  of  collections  of  natural  his- 
tory, including  a  geological  and  mineralogical  cabinet,  a 
museum,  library,  chemical  laboratory,  a  gallery  of  art,  and 
lecture  rooms.  These  are  all  the  objects  specified  in 
the  act. 

There  is  another  clause  in  the  law  which  authorizes  the 
Board  of  Regents  to  apply  such  funds  of  the  institution  as 
are  not  specitically  appropriated  by  the  act,  or  required  for 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  it,  to  such  other  purposes  as  they 
may  deem  best  suited  to  carry  out  the  purposes  indicated  in 
the  will  of  Mr.  Smithaon,  the  founder  of  the  institution. 
That  is  the  clause  to  which,  I  presume,  Mr.  Choate  refers, 
when  he  says  there  are  some  discretionary  powers  which  he 
Beems  to  think  very  insignificant,  and  which  are  given  to  the 
regents,  in  his  opinion,  only  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  the 
details  of  the  plan  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress,  or,  na 
merely  subsidiary  to  the  general  authority  whijii  Congress 
had  bestowed  upon  the  regents  in  regard  to  the  library, 
museum,  and  gallery  of  art. 

But,  sir,  while  Congress  has  thus  prescribed,  generally, 
the  features  which  they  chose  to  give  to  this  institution,  1 
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apprehend  it  will  be  found,  on  an  examination  of  the  in 
ment,  that  the  discretionary  powers  conferred  upon  th 
gents  are  far  larger  than  those  ascribed  by  the  reti 
regent.  The  Board  of  Regents  have  recognized  full; 
constantly  the  obligation  upon  them  of  every  requis" 
contained  in  that  law,  and  I  think  they  have  faithfuU; 
filled  those  requisitions.  They  have  erected  the  buil 
required  by  law;  they  have  designed  and  completed  it  i 
a  large  and  liberal  scale.  They  have  made  provision  fo« 
collection  and  arrangement  of  objects  of  natural  his- 
They  have  made  appropriations  for  a  library,  and  have 
a  beginning  with  a  gallery  of  art.  They  have  establisl 
chemical  laboratory,  which  is  one  of  the  objects  enjoin—  ^din 
the  act;  and  they  ha^e  provided  lecture  rooms,  specifi— ^dfa 
the  law.  They  have  not  appropriated  a  very  large  pcv  Ttion 
of  the  funds  of  the  institution  for  the  library,  though,  ic::^  this 
respect,  the  amount  applied  has  been  far  greater  tlm  ^n  is 
generally  supposed;  and  that  is,  after  all,  the  real  gist  oftrhA 
controversy. 

It  is  singular,  that,  in  the  act  of  Congress  there  is  a  Vit^' 
tation  upon  the  appropriations  for  a  library,  and  no  limit  ^^ 
the  appropriations  which  may  be  made  for  any  other  of  t^^^ 
designated  objects.     The  limitation  in  the  library  expend  ' 
ture  was  rather  inappropriately  added  to  one  of  the  sectioi^^ 
of  the  bill,  to  which  it  was  not  germane.     It  forbids  th^^ 
application  of  more  than  $25,000  per  annum  to  that  pur^ 
pose;  but  the  act  does  not,  anywhere,  require  the  regents 
to  expend  annually  that  amount.     It  establishes  no  mini- 
mum below  which  they  shall  not  fall  in  their  appropria- 
tions; but  it  simply  establishes  a  maximum,  beyond  which 
they  shall  not  go.     That  has  been  done  by  Congress,  in  re- 
gard to  the  library,  but  in  regard  to  no  other  object  of 
expenditure.     Well,  sir,  the  regents,  in  their  discretion, 
have  not  thought  it  necessary  or  expedient  to  expend  the 
whole  amount  of  the  sum  to  which  they  were  limited  by 
that  provision  of  the  act,  and  hence,  I  think,  all  the  difficul- 
ties in  regard  to  this  matter.     They  could  not  understand 
the  words  ''  not  exceeding  $25,000,'*  to  mean  not  less  than 
^25,000,  or  to  mean  nearly  $.25,000,  or  to  signify  anything 
else  than  that  such  was  the  utmost  limit  of  expenditure 
authorized  by  the  act  for  this  purpose.     The  words  neees- 
flarily  imply  that  the  regents  might  expend  less  than  that 
sum,  and  the  question,  how  much  less,  was  one  purely  for 
their  discretion. 

The  regents  supposed  that,  when  the  act  of  Congress  made 
it  their  imperative  duty  to  provide  a  suitable  building,  with 
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proper  and  necessary  lecture  rooms,  Congress  did  not  mean 
those  lecture  rooms  to  be  empty  uod  voiceless.  They  sup- 
posed that  the  lecture  rooms  could  oaly  be  used  by  employ- 
ing lecturers,  and  causing  lectures  to  be  delivered.  They 
thought  that  a  necessary  and  irresistible  inference,  Tbey 
did  not  suppose  that  this  was  any  strained  construction — 
any  forced  implication;  but  that  it  followed  as  necessarily 
as  light  follows  the  rising  of  the  sun.  As  the  provision  tor 
lecture  rooms  was  mamlatory,  there  was  not  even  a  discre- 
tion as  to  lectures.  They  were  a  matter  of  course,  and  the 
regents  would  have  boon  justly  censurable  if  they  had  failed 
to  adopt  this  necessary  means  of  giving  utility  to  the  lecture 
rooms. 

Congress  further  made  it  the  imperative  duty  of  the  re- 
gents to  establish  a  chemical  laboratory.  For  what  purpose? 
Why,  I  presume  for  physical  researches.  If  not  for  that, 
then  for  no  purpose.  It  was  idle  and  nugatory  in  Congress 
to  require  the  Ilegents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to 
establish  a  chemical  laboratory,  if  they  were  to  make  no  re- 
eearehes.  For  the  purpose  of  iHustration  of  lectures,  a  little 
apparatus  would  have  been  all-sufficient.  The  regents  have 
felt  themselves  bound  to  encourage  researches,  and  have 
considered  that  they  were  authorized  not  only  to  direct  re- 
searches in  physical  science,  but  to  publish  them;  for  thia 
institution,  we  must  remember,  is  "  for  the  increase  and  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  among  men;"  and  if  we  are  bound  to 
have  a  chemical  laboratory,  and  if  we  are  as  necessarily 
bound  to  cause  researches  to  be  made,  I  would  ask,  of  what 
nse  are  the  researches?  How  shall  we  increase  and  dift'use 
knowledgo  of  them  among  men  if  we  seal  them  up,  and  do 
not  publish  them  to  the  world  ?  As  the  collections  of  nat- 
ural history  would  be  nothing  more  than  a  show,  if  we  were 
eatisfied  with  merely  placing  and  arranging  them  in  a  mu- 
seum, we  think  that  they  should  be  described.  They  can 
best  be  made  available  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  by  causing  them  to  be  described  by  scientific 
men  in  memoirs,  such  as  are  published  by  the  institution. 
We  have  thought,  then,  that  publication  was  as  necessary 
a  result,  from  the  express  powers  of  the  grant,  as  any  other 
duty  which  the  regents  had  to  perform. 

We  did  not  think  that  the  solo  limit  of  our  power.  We 
did  suppose  that,  under  the  large  discretion  given  in  the 
ninth  section  of  the  act,  it  was  the  regents  who  were  to  con- 
sider bow  much  of  the  funds  of  the  institution  were  prop- 
erly to  be  applied  to  the  objects  specified  by  the  act.  Since 
Congress  itself  has  not  told  us  how  to  apportiou  the  funds 
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of  the  institution  among  those  objects,  it  followed,  there- 
fore, that  the  regents  must  have  a  discretion  in  that  regard, 
and  if  they  have  a  discretion,  where  is  the  limit?  Nowhere, 
except  that  we  may  not  expend  more  than  $25,000  on  the 
library  in  any  one  year.  Then  we  supposed  the  general 
provisions  of  that  ninth  section,  which  gave  us  the  right  to 
apply  the  funds,  not  wanted  for  the  other  objects,  in  such 
manner  as  we  might  think  most  conducive  to  the  purposes 
of  Smithson's  will,  was  ample  enough  to  justify  us  in  msti- 
tutinfiT  researches,  and  making  publication  of  the  results. 
Here  is  the  section  in  question  : 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted  ^  That  of  any  other  moneys  which  have 
accrued,  or  shall  hereafter  accrue,  as  interest  upon  the  saia  Smithsonian 
fund,  not  herein  appropriated,  or  not  required  for  the  purposes  herein  pro- 
vided, the  said  managers  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  disposal  as 
they  shall  deem  best  suited  for  the  promotion  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator, 
anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

It  does  not  confine  the  discretion  of  the  regents  to  the 
details  necessary  in  carrying  out  the  specified  objects,  but^ 
extends  it*to  other  objects,  being  such  as  they  shall  deen^;v 
best  suited  for  the  promotion  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator  ^*^ 
that  is,  the  increase  and  dilFusion  of  knowledge  among  mei 
So  that  it  is  not,  as  Mr.  Choate  supposes,  merely  a  trust  ft 
the  designated  objects,  but  for  such  other  purposes  as  con 
spend  with  the  intention  of  the  will,  anything  else  contain, 
in  the  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     Under  the 
thority  of  this  section,  we  have  thought  proper  to  stimul 
researches  not  prosecuted  within  the  walls  of  the  build" 
nor  confined  to  specimens  of  natural  history  deposited  in. 
collections.     They  are  described  in  the  plan  of  organizati 
and  include  historical,  ethnological,  and  statistical  incj 
ries,  meteorological  observations  for  solving  the  problem 
American  storms,  and  experimental  problems  in  electric/ 
light,  &c.,  &c.     To  this  may  be  added  the  publication  of 
ports  on  the  new  discoveries  of  science,  of  a  character  higbi 
useful  and  practical. 

It  has  been  supposed,  sir,  that  the  true  interpretation 
this  act  could  be  found  by  going  outside  of  the  law.     Mr/ 
Choate  has  intimated,  in  his  letter,  that  if  we  look  at  it^ 
parliamentary  history  we  shall  sec  what  is  its  true  interpre- 
tation.    I  understand  to  what  he  refers.     The  original  bill 
was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Representatives;  a  substi- 
tute was  offered  for  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee;  that 
substitute  was  amended  by  striking  out  some  of  its  provis- 
ions and  inserting  one  or  two  others,  which  do  not  affect 
this  question.     The  intimation  is,  that,  if  we  look  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  (not  of  the 
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Senate,  because  in  the  Senate  there  was  no  d'lscuBsion  of  the 
bill,  and  the  amendments  offered  and  rejected  do  not  furnish 
evidence  of  the  construction  given  to  it  by  that  body,}  we 
shall  find  tliat  such  amendments  were  made  as  are  inconais- 
tont  with  the  construction  which  the  regenta  now  give  to  the 
act.  Principally  they  were  two.  There  was  a  specific  pro- 
vision requiring  professors  and  lecturers  to  bo  employed. 
That  was  stricken  out.  Very  true;  but  then  there  was  lefk 
in  the  bill  the  provision  for  loeturo  rooms,  which  I  think  I 
have  shown,  imperatively  required  that  there  should  be  lec- 
(urcs,  and,  of  course,  authorized  the  employment  of  persons 
to  lecture. 

Then  there  was  a  provision  in  regard  to  researches  and 
publications;  that  was  stricken  out,  too;  but,  I  think,  I  have 
shown  that  the  duty  of  the  regents  was  to  institute  researches 
and  make  publications  under  the  law  as  it  stands.  And 
when  wc  look  at  the  circumstances  attending  the  striking 
oat  of  those  provisions,  wo  tind  this  to  be  me  iact.  The 
provision  in  regard  to  researches  and  publications  author- 
ized Congress  to  call  upon  the  regents  at  any  time  to  cause 
those  publications  to  be  printed  and  supplied  to  members  of 
Congress,  to  be  distributed  as  public  documents.  Now,  it 
may  very  well  have  been  that  those  who  voted  to  strike  out 
this  provision  were  induced  to  do  so  by  the  single  item  of  it 
which  I  have  just  mentioned,  or  they  may  have  thought 
these  provisions  superfluous,  being  well  supplied  by  the  large 
discretionary  powers  giveu  in  the  ninth  section  which  I  have 
quoted.  It  is,  however,  neither  according  to  legal  rules  nor 
right  reason  to  look  to  the  speeches  and  proceedings  of  the 
legislature  for  the  construction  of  a  statute  which  is  itself 
the  embodiment  of  the  legislative  will,  and  furnishes 
copious  sources  of  construction  by  the  examination  and 
comparison  of  its  various  provisions  and  the  admitted  pur- 
pose of  its  enactment.  Certain  it  is  that  the  striking  out 
of  those  specific  provisions  cannot  invalidate  the  general 
grants  of  power,  and  the  necessary  implications  from  those 
^ants,  which  I  have  mentioned. 

Kow,  we  have  a  library  of  fifteen  thousand  volumes,  for 
the  most  part  composed  of  the  most  valuable  works  pertain- 
ing to  all  branches  of  human  knowledge,  besides  ten  thou- 
sand parts  of  volumes  and  pamphlets.  Their  literary  and 
Bcientifie  value  is  to  weighed,  not  counted.  The  money 
value  of  our  library  is  estimated  by  the  officers  of  the  insti- 
tution at  $40,000.  We  have  a  museum,  the  money  value  of 
which  is  estimated  at  $30,000.  Wo  have  apparatus  valued 
at  910,000. 
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This  is  what  the  regents  have  done  in  direct  pursuance  of 
the  objects  prescribed  by  Congress ;  and  the  other  tbinga 
which  they  have  done — the  publications  they  have  made— 
they  suppose  not  to  be  incompatible  with  the  expressed  ob- 

{*ect8  of  an  institution  **for  the  increase  and  aiffusion  of 
mowledge  among  men,"  not  to  be  violative  of  the  letter  or 
spirit  of  the  law,  but  to  be  wholly  consistent  and  in  harmony 
with  it,  and  auxiliary  to  the  objects  which  are  provided  for 
in  the  law.     The  publications  not  only  diffuse  knowledge 
among  men,  but  they  bring  back  to  us,  in  liberal  abundance, 
the  transactions  and  publications  of  learned  societies  in  other 
countries,  and  thus  furnish  us  with  valuable  works  pertain- 
ing to  all  branches  of  knowledge,  many  of  which  are  not  to 
be  purchased  with  money,  and  enable  us  to  carry  out  one 
requirement  of  the  law — the  gradual  formation  of  a  library* 
In  regard  to  the  resolutions  of  compromise,  to  which  M'» 
Choate  nas  referred,  the  repeal  of  which  is  the  great  ground 
of  complaint,  here  allow  me  to  say — for  I  will  not  consent 
to  detain  the  Senate  much  longer — those  resolutions  ^^55 
passed  at  the  organization  of  the  institution.    They  propos^ 
an  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  division  of  the  fundsof  theinstitutioi^ 
between  the  objects  specified  in  the  law,  and  the  auxili*^ 
objects  which  we  are  justified  by  the  letter  and  the  spirit  ^} 
the  law,  as  I  think  I  have  shown,  in  pursuing.     Well,  sir*  ^* 
occurred  to  the  regents  recently — for  some  time  past  it  b^ 
been  a  matter  of  consultation  amon&c  them — that  it  wotaW 
be  well  to  repeal  those  resolutions  of  compromise;  that  tn®  *^ 
was  no  propriety  in  the  Board  of  Regents,  at  the  commeti^^ 
ment  of  the  organization  of  the  institution,  tying  their  o"^^ 
hands,  and  those  of  their  successors,  so  as  to  compel  a  p*^* 
ticular  scale  of  appropriation  throughout  all  time.     It  '-^^ 
been  supposed  to  be  right  to  leave  tnem  unfettered,  so  tt^. 
they  may  annually  make  appropriations  such  as  are,  in  tt*^5 
judgment,  according  to  the  intrinsic  importance  of  the    ^^ 
jects  appropriated  for,  and  in  fulfillment  in  good  faith  of  ^^f 

Purposes  of  the  law,  for  that  we  have  never  lost  sights  ^ 
Tow  let  me  read  to  the  Senate  one  of  the  resolutions  aaoE>'*^^ 
by  the  board,  which  are  the  cause  of  Mr.  Choate's  resi^^^ 
tion.  One  repeals  the  compromise  resolutions  which  I  Im^^^ 
mentioned.     The  other  is  in  these  words : 


Jiesolvedf  That  hereafter  the  annual  appropriations  shall  be  apporti 
jecifically  among  the  different  objects  a 
such  manner  as  may,  in  the  judgment 
proper  for  each,  accordir^  "    **    *  * 

good  faith  with  the  law. 

That  is  the  resolution  which  is  considered  as  subverting 


specifically  among  the  different  objects  and  operations  of  the  institution' »J? 
such  manner  as  may,  in  the  judgment  of  the  regents,  be  necessary  ^?" 
proper  for  each,  according  to  its  intrinsic  importance,  and  a  complianO^  "* 
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the  plan  established  by  Congress,  as  repealing,  in  effect,  the 
act  of  Congress,  and  setting  up  the  will  of  the  regents  in 
place  of  the  will  of  the  National  Legislature ! 

Something  is  said  in  the  letter  about  the  greatly  aug- 
mented powers  of  the  secretary  of  the  institution.  I  know 
of  no  augmentation  of  the  power  of  the  secretary.  A  ques- 
tion has  arisen  as  to  his  right  to  discharge  one  of  his  assist- 
ants. The  board  had  determined  that  he  has  a  right  to 
discharge  any  of  his  assistants  without  a  refereuce  to  the 
board.  They,  however,  have  a  controlling  authority  over 
the  whole  subject;  and  if  the  secretary  should  abuse  his 
power  in  that  respect,  they  would  remove  him,  as  they  can 
at  any  time  remove  all  or  any  of  his  assistants,  or  the  sec- 
retary himself.  I  may  add,  sir,  that  the  secretary  of  the  in- 
stitution is  a  gentleman,  as  well  as  widely  known  to  the 
world  of  science;  a  profound  philosophic  scholar,  and  a 
man  of  pure  and  staiuless  life. 

Mr.  President,  considering  the  form  in  which  this  matter 
huB  been  brought  before  us — as  a  solemn  appeal  from  a  re- 
tiring member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  to  the  Senate,  and 
to  the  public — ^it  has  seemed  to  me  that  it  would  be  proper 
that«tbe  Senate  should  investigate  the  subject    It  has  oc- 
curred to  me  that  it  would  be  proper  to  appoint  a  special. 
Committee  for  that  purpose.    I  make  the  suggestion,  but  I 
do  not  submit  any  motion.     If  I  were  to  submit  such  a  mo- 
tion, according  to  parliamentary  usage,  I  should  be  put  on 
the  committee  as  chairman — a  position  which  I  could  by  no 
XKieans  think  of  accepting.     It  would,  I  think,  be  neither 
delicate,  nor  in  anv  respect  proper,  that  a  member  of  the 
£oard  of  Regents  sLould  sit  in  judgment  on  his  own  cause, 
«Lnd  over  his  fellows  from  whom  he  has  differed.    I  throw 
oat  the  suggestion,  however,  with  the  hope  that  some  Sen- 
ator will  submit  the  proper  resolution. 

Mr.  Mason.  Mr.  President,  I  regret  that  the  learned  and 
distinguished  gentleman  who  has  declined  further  service  in 
this  public  trust,  should  have  accompanied  his  resignation 
by  a  communication  of  the  character  which  has  been  com- 
mented on  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland.  I 
regret  it  because  it  is  impossible  that  such  a  communication 
Ebould  be  allowed  to  pass  in  silence  when  addressed  to  the 
Senate,  where  are  found  some  of  those  who  have  been  asso- 
ciated in  that  trust  with  the  writer  of  the  letter.  I  regret  it, 
because  it  is  unpleasant  and  ungrateful  to  speak  of  the  opin- 
ions or  conduct  of  those  who  are  absent;  but  I  feel  at  liberty 
to  do  so  on  the  present  occasion,  because  the  gentlemao 

35 


546  OONGREBSIONAL  PBOOEBBINGS. 

who  has  written  this  letter  has  chosen  to  challenge  opinion 
here. 

Now,  sir,  what  has  been  done?  A  regent  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  who  has  been  connected  with  it,  I  be- 
lieve, from  the  foundation  of  the  institution,  occasionallj  as 
a  member  of  this  body,  chosen  a  regent  by  the  vote  of  the 
Senate,  and  occasionally  as  a  citizen  at  large,  clothed  with 
the  high  honor  (for  it  is  a  very  high  honor)  of  an  adminis- 
trator of  this  trust,  has  declined  further  service;  and  has 
assigned,  as  one  of  the  reasons,  and  as  this  paper  alleges 
the  dominant  reason  for  declining  it,  that  he  does  not  i^ree 
with  his  associates  in  their  mode  of  administration.  I  do 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  say  that  such  a  course  of  conduct  would 
not  be  expected  of  one  so  honored,  because  the  gentleman 
who  wrote  the  letter  is  absent;  but  I  should  say  that,  ac- 
cording to  my  ideas  of  what  is  due  to  the  trust,  if  he  be- 
lieved there  was  mal-administration,  it  was  the  very  last 
occasion  when  he  should  have  resigned;  he  should  have 
remained  there  in  order  that  the  inquiry  which  he  has  pro- 
voked  might  be  conducted  in  his  presence,  and,  to  some 
extent,  under  his  guidance. 

But,  sir,  he  has  resigned  the  trust,  and,  in  doing  sb,  he 
has  shot  a  Parthian  arrow  at  those  who  were  associated 
with  him.  What  is  the  character  of  his  letter?  None  can 
read  without  being  struck  with  its  tone,  which  was  so  justly 
animadverted  upon  by  my  co-regent,  the  honorable  Senator 
who  has  just  addressed  you.  I  have  been  accustomed,  Mr. 
President,  to  find,  in  that  profession  to  which  I  belong,  and 
of  which  I  am  a  very  humble  member,  that,  whether  at  the 
bar  or  on  the  bench,  the  surest,  the  soundest,  and  the  ablest 
intellect,  gives  its  judgment  with  diffidence,  courtesy,  and 
respect  for  the  opinions  of  others.  I  have  generally  found, 
too,  in  my  experience  of  the  world,  that  the  soundest  judg- 
ment is  the  judgment  which  is  accompanied  by  such  diffi- 
dence. Now,  what  is  the  tone  of  this  communication?  The 
confident  tone  of  Sir  Oracle — of  one  whose  judgment  can- 
not be  impugned,  and  should  not  be  questioned.  "/  can- 
not be  wrong,"  says  the  writer  of  this  paper,  in  substance, 
"let  others  vindicate  their  judgment  if  they  can."  That  is 
what  he  says,  and  he  has  assigned,  as  the  startling  reason 
for  resigning  this  trust,  that  he  diftered  from  his  associates 
in  the  construction  of  an  act  of  Conj^ress;  there  is  no  im- 
propriety even  hinted  in  the  conduct  o^  bis  associate  regents; 
but  he  rests  it  exclusively  on  the  ground  that  they  have 
misinterpreted  the  law  which  created  the  trust,  ana  there 
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IB  no  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  learned  genttctnan 
who  pronouneea  the  judgment.     That  is  infallible. 

Sir,  I  have  known  instances — others,  more  experienced 
than  I  am,  have  known  of  more — where  the  judgment  ia 
found  darkened  in  the  dashes  of  a  brilliant  mind;  a  mere 
rhetorician  should  never  aspire  to  the  judgment  seat.  I 
would  appeal  to  the  experience  of  the  world  to  say,  whether 
there  is  not  an  infirmity  attendant  upon  such  miuils,  which 
never  admit  that  they  may  be  wrong.  The  calm,  sedate, 
deliberate,  slow,  and  cautious  mind,  brings  you  to  a  cor- 
rect conelnsion;  and  when  attained,  submits  it  with  defer- 
ence and  respect  to  those  who  are  to  pass  upon  it.  Confi- 
dence, that  confidence  which  precludes  doubt,  does  not  b&> 
long  to  those  who  are  capable  of  pronouncingjudgment. 

Mr.  President,  I  shall  not  go  over  the  ground  so  lucidly 
occupied  by  the  very  ablo  gentleman  wHio  preceded  me, 
with  whom  I  have  been  associated  in  this  trust.     It  is  a 
pure,  a  high,  and  honorable  trust,  one  conceived  by  a  noble 
mind — the  late  James  Smithson.     He  pursued  science  as  the 
great  mistress  of  his  afi'ections;  he  pursued  it  to  his  grave; 
and  he  left  behind  him  this  legacy.     To  whom?     Ho  had 
the  world  to  choose  from.     He  waa  an  Englishman.     He 
I  bad  never  been  upon  this  continent.     He  possessed  a  large 
I'  fortune.     The  high  benevolence  of  his  nature  determined 
I  him,  when  he  left  the  world,  to  devote  that  fortune,  in  the 
I:  hands  of  others,  to  the  pursuit  of  science,  wheu  the  world 
'  closed  upon  him.     As  I  have  said,  he  had  the  world  to 
choose  from,  and  he  signalized  this  country  and  its  institu- 
tions by  his  choice.    He  left  his  fortune  to  the    United 
States,  in  trust  for  the  establishment  of  an  institution  at 
,  Washington,  "for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge."    Where?     In  Washington?     In  the  United  iStates? 
Upon  this  continent,  broad  as  it  is?     No;  "amongst  mes" 
ia  the  language  of  the  trust. 

If  I  am  capable  of  reading  the  signs  of  the  times,  there 

are  those,  of  whom  we  have  plenty,  Heaven  knows,  around 

DB  everywhere,  who  look  upon  a  public  fund,  no  matter  to 

■  what  object  it  has  been  devoted,  or  how  small  the  trust,  as 

a  thing  to  be  scrambled  for,  and  appropriated  by  the  first 

'   needy  or  lucky  adventurer.     For  the  last  twelve  months  the 

newspapers  have  been  full  of  intimations,  coming,  generally, 

I  from  the  northern  and  eastern  sections  of  the  country,  throw- 

I  ing  suspicion  and  doubt  upon  the  management  of  this  truat, 

I   intimating  that  it  lias  been  perverted  from  its  original  pur- 

I  pose;    in  substance,  that  it  was  in  improper  hands,  and 

g^ould  be  taken  from  them;  invoking,  in  some  insidious 
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manner,  the  action  of  Congress  upon  the  subject;  and  all 
for  whAt?  To  get  hold  of  the  fund.  What  use  was  to  bo 
made  of  it  after  it  was  thus  obtained,  those  best  know  who 
join  in  the  pursuit.  Let  me  be  understood.  I  ascribe  no 
such  motive  to  the  very  learned  and  distinguished  writer  of 
the  letter  before  us.  I  have  the  honor  only  of  a  very  formal 
acquaintance  with  him;  but  I  know  his  history  and  his  char- 
acter, and  that  assures  me  he  can  never  lend  himself  to  any 
unworthy  purpose ;  but  yet  I  have  strong  reason  to  believe 
that,  if  the  objects  which  he  seems  to  have  in  view,  could 
be  obtained,  this  pure  and  simple  trust,  which  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  American  people,  would  .be  debased  into  a 
mere  pecuniary  job. 

Sir,  the  letter  of  Mr.  Choate,  unfortunately,  brings  back 
into  the  Halls  of  Congress  the  great  controversy  wnich  at- 
tended this  fund  when  it  was  first  brought  into  the  country. 
There  was  a  great  struggle  for  it  among  the  men  of  science, 
in  the  mechanic  arts,  and  in  other  of  tne  useful  and  honor- 
able pursuits  of  life.  The  parliamentary  history  to  which 
the  writer  has  referred  in  the  letter  shows  it.  There  were 
those  who  believed  that  this  fund  should  be  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  a  library,  to  a  great  collection  of  books — books  in 
every  department  of  science,  of  art,  and  belles  lettres.  The 
writer  of  this  letter  shows  that  he  was  one  of  those  who  de- 
sired so  to  devote  it;  to  a  library — a  library,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  everything  else — a  collection  of  books.  I  am  free  to 
believe,  and  declare,  that  I  entertain  no  doubt  this  learned 
and  distinguished  gentleman  believed  that  the  best  mode  of 
increasing  knowledge,  as  well  as  diffusing  it  amongst  men, 
was  to  establish  a  library.  But  suppose  it  were  done. 
There  is  an  annual  revenue  derived  from  the  Smithsonian 
fund  of  some  ?30,000  or  $40,000.  So  much  is  to  be  devoted, 
in  perpetua,  I  suppose,  to  the  purchase  of  books,  which  are 
to  be  stored  here  on  shelves,  in  the  city  of  Washington; 
and  who  is  to  read  them?  Why,  sir,  the  members  of  Con- 
gress have  little  time  to  read  the  books  which  accumulate 
here  in  the  public  library.  The  citizens  of  Washington 
form  a  very  small  portion  of  the  people  of  these  United 
States;  and  thus  this  great  trust,  which  was  intended  for 
MANKIND,  would  bc  limited  to  the  walls  of  Washington. 

There  is  another  great  objection  to  it.  Books  are  derived 
from  booksellers.  Booksellers  are  connected  with  book- 
makers, and  bookmakers  and  booksellers,  with  that  hungry 
legion,  who  all  live,  and  of  whom  some  grow  rich,  on  the 
spoils  of  genius  and  industry.  Then  there  are  the  paper- 
makers,  and  the  book  printers,  and  publishers,  and   the 
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stereotypists,  all,  all,  would  be  hovering  around  this  fund, 
to  say  nothing  of  factorage,  commission,  foreign  travel  to 
pick  up  rare  works,  and  the  ten  thousand  jobs  that  follow 
in  such  a  train,  where  money  is  to  be  spent  by  law  in  large, 
annual,  stated  sums  to  buy  books;  and  at  last  what  would 
you  have  done  ?  Why,  you  would  have  taken  this  great, 
noble  beneficent  donation  to  mankind,  and  converted  it  into 
a  fruitful  job  for  every  race  of  needy  and  artful  adventurers. 
Sir,  if  a  library  is  to  be  established  at  Washington  for 
public  use,  vote  the  money  from  the  Treasury.  Smithson 
did  not  intrust  this  fund  to  vou  for  such  a  purpose,  or  he 
Would  have  said  so  in  his  will ;  and  he  has  not  said  it. 

I  have  said  that  it  is  unfortunate  that  this  matter  should 
a^in  be  brought  before  the  Senate.     The  battle  was  fought 
here  for  years.     That  parliamentary  history  to  which  the 
'^vriter  of  the  letter  has  had  reference  shows  it.     He  claims 
t:fcat,  under  the  true  interpretation  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
J^lie  library  scheme  prevailed.     A  majority  of  those  who 
*"    ave  been  associated  with  him  in  the  Board  of  Regents 
ave  decided  otherwise.     They  understand  the  law  to  mean 
discretion  is  vested  in  the  Board  of  Regents  to  build  up 
library  in  this  great  institution,  in  such  manner,  and  at 
xich  time,  as  they  shall  find  most  conducive  to  the  great 
bjects  of  the  trust.     That  is  all.     Sir,  this  battle  should 
ot  be  fought  over  again.     I  trust  we  shall  not  present  to 
lie  European  world,  whence  this  fund  is  derived,  the  spec-^ 
icle  that,  at  this  early  day,  when  the  streams  of  light  and 
nowledge  which,  I  hope,  are  to  flow  from  this  institution, 
ave  hardly  yet  made  their  appearance,  that  we  are  scram- 
ling  indecently  over  the  cradle  of  the  trust. 
I  have  said,  Mr.  President,  that  this  is  a  pure  trust, 
here  is,  fortunately,  no  emolument  of  any  kind  attendant 
pon  its  administration.     I  have  been,  for  some  years,  hon- 
red  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  as  one  of  the  man- 
gers of  that  trust.     I  conceive  it  to  be  a  very  high  honor, 
t  is  because  of  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  trust  thus  com- 
"Xnitted  to  me  that  I  detain  the  Senate  for  a  few  moments. 

I  perceive  that  the  subject  has  been  taken  up  in  the  other 

^ouse,  at  the  instance  of  one  of  the  regents,  [Mr.  Meacham,] 

-mn  honorable  member  there,  who,  as  the  journals  have  been 

published,  it  is  now  fair  to  say,  voted  with  the  writer  of 

this  letter.     On  his  motion,  a  committee  has  been  raised, 

which  is,  perhaps,  proper  enough;  but  I  must  say,  with 

very  great  respect  for  that  body,  that  the  committee  has 

been  vested  with  very  extraordinary  power  for  such  an 

inquiry — the   power  "to  send   for  persons  and  papers." 
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This  would  seem  to  convey  an  imputation  that  the  body  of 
gentlemen  who  are  charged  with  the  administration  may 
require  a  police  officer  or  a  messenger  from  this  Capitol  to 

fet  from  them  papers  or  other  evidence.  I  regret  it,  sir; 
ut  straws  show  how  the  wind  blows,  and  this  strange  and 
exigent  demand  of  power  for  the  committee  has  its  own 
meaning,  which  time  may  disclose. 

I  am  indisposed,  sir,  to  commit  myself,  as  to  any  present 
disposition  of  this  paper,  and  I  submit,  therefore,  to  the 
Honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  that,  for  the  present,  it 
would  be  better  to  allow  it  to  lie  on  the  table  until  it  can 
be  considered  by  the  Senate  what  disposition  should  bo 
made  of  it.  • 

Mr.  Pearcb.  I  beg  leave  to  say,  in  regard  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  that  I 
remain  of  opinion  that  this  paper  should  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee  of  this  boay.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
fact  that  it  is  the  subject  of  investigation  by  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  should  operate  to  pre- 
vent us  from  committing  it  to  a  committee  of  our  own 
body.  I  have  no  doubt  that  House  took  such  action  as 
seemed  to  them  to  be  proper ;  but  I  submit,  with  due  re- 
spect to  the  House  of  Representatives,  that,  no  matter  what 
may  be  the  action  of  that  House,  it  is  for  the  Senate  to  act 
independently.  However,  I  make  no  motion  for  reference 
to  a  select  committee,  because  I  am  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Regents,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  sit  in  judgment  on  my 
own  cause,  or  over  my  fellow  regents. 

Mr.  Douglas.  I  regret,  Mr.  President,  that  there  should 
have  been  a  necessity,  in  the  estimation  of  any  gentleman, 
to  brin|r  the  aftairs  and  management  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  before  Congress  for  its  action.  As  has  been 
stated  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland,  in  terms 
kind  and  respectful,  I  am  one  of  those  who  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  difter  from  a  majority  on  the  decision  of  the  variooa 
questions  referred  to  in  this  paper.  I  do  not  read  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Choate  in  the  same  sense  with  my  colleagues  who 
represent  the  Senate  in  that  institution,  [Messrs.  Pearce  and 
Mason,]  in  regard  to  its  spirit.  I  am  unable  to  perceive 
that  there  is  anything  disrespectful  or  unkind,  either  in  the 
terras  of  the  letter,  or  in  the  mode  in  which  he  has  expressed 
his  ideas.  I  have  listened  to  that  gentleman,  in  the  discus* 
sion  before  the  Board  of  Regents,  with  admiration  for  his 
ability  and  his  eloquence,  and  with  equal  admiration  for 
that  high  courtesy  which  characterized  everything  that  he 
said  and  did.     Although  there  is  a  firmness  and  a  direct-^ 
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33668  in  which  ho  has  expressed  his  opinions  in  the  letter  of 
resignation,  I  am  unahle  to  perceive  that  there  is  either  an 
arrogance  or  anything  else  which  ought  to  be  considered 
disrespectful.  After  expressing  his  opinions,  and  stating 
the  construction  of  a  majority  of  the  board  he  says  : 

"  In  this  inlerpretalion  I  cannot  acquiesce ;  Bnd  with  entire  reepoct  for 
the  majority  of  tno  board,  and  with  mucb  kiniloess  and  regard  to  all  its 
niemt)erB,  I  am  Eure  tbut  m;  duty  reqiiirea  a  respectful  tender  of  my  reaig- 

In  other  places,  in  expressing  his  opinion,  be  says,  "  the 
law,  it  eeerae  to  me,  is  so  and  so."  I  think  there  is  a  re- 
spect and  kindness  running  through  the  whole  letter  which 
eboald  characterize  one  gentleman  of  high  attainments  and 
bearing  towards  another  who  is  his  equal,  accompanied, 
however,  with  the  firm  conviction,  on  his  part,  that  the  law 
baa  not  been  interpreted  in  that  sense  in  which  it  should 
have  been  according  to  its  terms. 

I  confess,  sir,  that  I  concur  fully  in  that  firm  conviction 
of  bis,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  express  it  boldly  and  plainly; 
and  yet  I  ara  incapable  of  entering  an  unkind  feeling,  or 
giving  expression  to  an  unkind  inucndo,  or  of  entertaining 
lor  a  moment  a  doubt  but  that  each  and  eveir  regent  has 
acted  conscientiously  according  to  his  sense  of  duty.  It  is 
a  case  where  there  is  a  diversity  of  opinion;  where  each 

fentleman  intrusted  with  the  exercise  of  discretion,  where 
iscretion  was  necessary,  and  interpretation  where  interpre- 
tation was  necessary,  has  performed  his  duty  conscientiously 
as  be  read  it  in  the  law.  Still,  I  must  say  that  my  inter- 
pretation of  that  law  is  different  from  that  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Virginia,  and  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Maryland,  and  of  a  majority  of  the  regents.  It  is  also  true 
that  the  gentleman  whoso  great  name  and  many  public  ser- 
vices, and  private  and  public  virtues,  have  been  so  well 
portrayed  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  concurred  with 
the  majority,  and  to  that  extent  the  weight  of  authori^  ia 
cast  in  the  scale  against  the  side  whicli  1  embraced,  I  do 
not  wish  to  detract  one  iota  from  the  high  eulogium  which 
the  Senator  has  pronounced  on  those  gentlemen.  With  all 
respect  for  them,  and  for  their  opinions,  I  must  take  the  law 
itself  as  my  rule  of  guidance  while  performing  a  trust  im- 
posed on  me. 

It  may  be  that  my  mind  is  somewhat  biased  by  the  pro- 
ceedings, discussion,  and  action  in  the  IIouso  of  Represent- 
atives when  this  institution  was  established.  I,  at  that  time, 
participated,  to  some  extent,  although  in  a  small  degree,  in 
the  proceedings  which  took  place  in  regard  to  the  creation 
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of  the  institution.  I  at  no  time  allowed  my  feelings  to  be- 
come enlisted,  much  less  excited,  on  the  subject.  Bat  when 
all  the  various  plans  were  presented  there  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  institution,  and  especially  the  library  plan,  as  a 
principal  feature,  not  an  exclusive  one,  in  antagonism  to  a 
plan  tnat  the  library  should  be  a  subordinate  feature,  or  that 
there  should  be  no  library  at  all,  it  is  my  firm  conviction 
that  Congress,  by  its  action,  did  sanction  the  policy  of  a 
library  as  a  principal,  but  not  an  exclusive,  feature  in  the 
institution.  In  other  words,  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr. 
Marsh,  of  Vermont,  in  opposition  to  that  of  Mr.  Hough,  of 
New  York,  did  prevail,  and  the  main  features  of  Mr.  Marsh's 
plan  tended  to  the  establishment  of  a  library.  The  library 
plan,  as  it  was  called,  having  prevailed,  there  was  a  limita- 
tion on  the  amount  of  funds  to  be  devoted  to  that  plan,  in- 
serted in  the  law,  which  was,  that  out  of  the  $30,000  of  in- 
come of  the  institution,  not  exceeding  $25,000  should  be 
appropriated  to  the  library. 

1  do  not  hold  that  the  regents  are  compelled  to  appropriate 
to  a  library  the  sum  of  $25,000  each  year,  but  I  do  hold 
that  the  law  in  its  terms,  when  carefully  examined,  contem- 
plates the  library  as  a  prominent  object  in  the  institution,  and 
that  at  least  a  majority  of  the  funds  should  be  expended  in 
the  building  up  of  the  library.  That  is  my  interpretation.  I 
am  aware  that  when  the  institution  was  first  organized,  these 
same  diversities  of  opinion  arose,  and  a  compromise  was 
effected,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  funds  should  be 
equally  divided.  When  I  came  into  the  institution,  a  few 
months  ago,  as  one  of  its  regents,  I  was  willing  to  abide  by 
that  compromise.  I  could  not  have  agreed  to  it  originally, 
because  I  think  the  fair  interpretation  of  the  law  contem- 
plated that  the  larger  portion  of  the  fund  should  be  applied 
to  the  establishment  of  a  library ;  but,  as  they  made  an 
equal  division,  I  was  willing  to  acquiesce  in  it,  m  order  to 
avoid  the  appeal  which  is  now  made  to  Congress  and  to  the 
country,  and  thus  perhaps  endanger,  to  some  extent,  the 
reputation  of  the  institution. 

1  expressed  these  opinions  to  my  brother  regents  freely ; 
but,  I  trust,  with  proper  respect.  I  differed  from  their 
opinion.  Such  was,  such  is,  my  conviction.  I  did  not 
deem  it  my  duty  to  resign  because  I  was  overruled.  I 
was  willing  to  acquiesce  in  the  decision,  because  I  had  not 
the  power,  according  to  the  law,  to  override  it ;  and  because 
every  other  regent  had  the  same  right  which  I  had  to  ex- 
press and  entertain  his  opinion.  Yet,  sir,  when  the  ques- 
tion arises,  no  matter  how  often  it  may  arise,  whether  that 
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interpretatioo  of  tlio  law,  which  has  been  given  by  the 
board,  be  a  correct  one,  until  I  change  my  opinion,  or  until 
Conerresa  shall  modify  the  law,  I  must  adhere  to  my  original 
convictions. 

I  regret,  sir,  that  there  should  be  the  slightest  feeling  die- 
plaved  in  this  discussion.  Really,  a  charitable  fund  for  such 
hign  and  noble  purposes,  ought  to  be  administered  in  a  spirit 
ot  Kindness  and  charity.  I  caunot  accede,  therefore,  to  any 
intimation  that  those  who  act  with  me,  or  those  who  do  not 
concur  in  the  interpretation  which  has  been  given  to  the 
law,  are  actuated  by  any  but  the  highest  antl  purest  mo- 
tives. 

Mr.  Mason.  Does  the  Senator  understand  that  anything 
fell  from  me  to  question  the  motives  of  the  gentlemen  who 
diftered  from  us  in  that  matter  ? 

Mr.  Douglas.  I  do  nnderetand  that  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  supposed  it  to  be  prompted  by  improper  motives 
to  get  poasetssion  of  the  fund,  on  the  part  of  some  persons. 

Mr.  Masos.  I  thought  I  was  understood.  I  said  that, 
tmlesB  I  misconstrued  the  signs  of  the  times,  this  great  and 
eager  anxiety  out  of  doors,  manifested  by  popalar  and  in-  > 
flamroatory  addresses  through  the  jiiiblic  press,  showed  that 
there  was  au  earnest  design  outside  to  get  hold  of  the  fund. 
I  never  expressed,  for  I  certainly  never  entertained,  a  doubt 
that  honorable  gentlemen  who  differed  with  me  in  our 
jndgraent  as  to'tbe  construction  of  the  statute,  were  actu- 
ated by  as  stern  a  sense  of  duty  as  I  was.  I  have  always  so 
expressed  it. 

Mr.  Douglas.  Mr.  President.  Then  I  understand  tlie 
Senator  as  not  impugning  the  action  or  motives  of  any  of 
the  regents  with  whom  he  has  been  associated ;  but  I  must 
say  that  I  have  uot  seen  anything  to  leave  an  impression  on 
my  mind  that  whatever  action  was  prompted  out  of  doors, 
meant  to  get  possession  of  this  fund,  or  to  squander  it,  or 
to  apply  it  to  any  improper  purposes.  On  the  contrary,  I 
believe  it  arises  from  that  same  feeling  which  has  been 
evinced  in  the  diflercnces  of  opinion  which  have  existed 
from  the  time  the  institution  was  first  proposed  to  be  organ- 
ized up  to  this  day,  as  to  what  was  the  true  application  of 
the  fund.  Those  who  supposed  that  their  opinions  bad  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  Congress  in  the  organic  law  of  the 
iifstitution,  now  think  that  that  object  has  been  defeated  by 
a  wrong  construction  given  to  that  organic  law.  It  is  a  firm 
conviction,  as  I  believe,  on  their  part,  that  the  law  baa  not 
been  carried  out  according  to  its  terms.  It  certainly  has 
not  been  according  to  their  understanding  of  its  terms,     I 
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believe  that  there  is  no  portion  of  onr  community,  certaiiii^I 
there  are  no  persons  entitled  to  notice,  who  would  wisfci  to 
pervert  this  fund  to  anv  other  object  than  that  to  whicb  it 
was  dedicated  by  Smithson's  will.    I  believe  the  persoaiato 
wliom  the  Senator  referred  are  stimulated- by  thepux^est 
motives  to  carry  out  that  object,  under  the  conviction  fcliafc 
the  mode  in  which  the  trust  is  now  beiuj?  administerec3  is 
neither  in  accordance  with  the  will  nor  of  the  law.     It  i^  a 
diflerence  of  opinion — a  difference  of  opinion  sincerely     en- 
tertained— and  one  which  we  should,  therefore,  meet  v^^th 
the  spirit  of  firmness,  of  candor,  and  of  kindness. 

I  regret  that  the  discussion  has  arisen,  rendering  it  neoes- 
sary  to  go  into  an  argument  to  show  which  is  right,  and 
which  wrong,  in  the  construction  of  the  act     In  fiwjt,    fiir, 
I  believe  I  will  not  allow  myself  to  be  drawn  into  an  argU' 
ment  on  that  question.     If  this  matter  is  to  be  referred  to 
a  committee,  certainly  any  discussion  of  that  question  woaid 
be  more  appropriate  after  a  report  of  the  committee.    I 
shall,  therefore,  content  myself  with  sayinff  that  my  firm 
conviction  is,  that  the  only,  diflerence  which  has  arisen  in 
the  management  of  the  institution  is  a  difference  on  twa 
points ;  first,  as  to  wha,t  direction  this  fund  ought  to  take; 
secondly,  the  belief  that  a  direction  has  been  given  to  it, 
which  is  not  authorized  by  the  law  creating  the  institution. 
I  am  under  the  impression  that  some  regents  have  voted  in 
the  minority  on  this  question,  not  because  they  believe  the 
original  plan  adopted  by  Congress  was  the  best,  but  because 
they  felt  themselves  compelled,  under  the  law  as  it  stood,  to 
vote  as  they  did. 

Mr.  Badger.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  exactly  agree  in 
the  suggestion  thrown  out  by  my  friend  from  Maryland, 
that  it  is  necessary  that  the  letter  w^hich  is  before  the 
Senate,  should  become  the  subject  of  investigation  by  a 
committee  of  this  body ;  but  I  shall,  notwithstanding,  read- 
ily yield  my  own  notions  upon  that  subject  to  the  wish  he 
has  expressed.  Allow  me,  however,  to  present  very  briefly 
the  views  which  have  struck  me  on  this  occasion. 

The  very  eminent  and  distinguished  gentleman  who  has 
sent  in  this  letter  of  resignation,  has  assigned  two  reasons 
why  he  retires  from  assisting  in  the  management  of  this 
trust  fund.  One  is,  that  he  cannot  give  the  time  necessary 
to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Regents.  As  iJb 
been  said  by  my  friend  from  Maryland,  this  is  u  full,  ample, 
and  perfect  reason,  not  only  why  he  is  excusable  for  retiring, 
but  why  it  is  his  bounden  duty  to  retire ;  for,  while  ho  holds 
a  place  there  the  public  has  a  right  to  expect  him  to  give 
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Lhe  necessary  lime  to  discharge  its  duties.  So  soon  aa  he 
Ekscertains  that  he  cannot,  consistently  with  his  other  engage- 
ments, givo  that  time,  he  is  bound  to  retire  and  to  giro  way 
to  some  other  gentleman  who  may  have  both  tbc  inclination 
and  the  power  to  render  the  service  which  the  country  ex- 
pects fi-ora  a  member  of  that  board. 

I  wish,  very  eincerely,  Mr.  President,  that  the  letter  of 
resignation  had  there  closed,  because  I,  for  one,  am  unable 
to  give  any  appropriate  cbaractcr  to  the  residue  of  the  let- 
ter. It  must  be  viewed  in  ouo  of  three  aspects;  either  aa 
an  appeal  to  Congress  from  the  judicial  decision  which  baa 
been  pronounced  by  the  Board  of  Rogonls  upon  the  inter- 
pretation of  that  act;  or  as  au  appeal  to  Congress  against 
the  malversation  of  a  certain  class  of  public  olficers,  lo  the 
extent  that  their  misconduct  may  be  exposed  and  that  some 
Bteps  maybe  taken,  either  for  their  pnnishmentor  removal; 
or  else  as  an  intimation  that  the  distinguished  gentleman 
■who  writes  this  letter  thinks  that  there  should  be  some 
amendment  of  the  law  by  the  intervention  of  the  legislative 
power  of  the  two  IIouscs  of  Congress. 

lu  regard  to  the  first  view,  I  cannot  myself  understand 
tow  this  body,  or  tbe  other  IIousc  of  Congress,  is  to  excrcifie 
"judicial  supervision  upon  tbe  question  ol  the  interpretation 
"t  this  law.  It  is  our  business  to  make  laws;  it  is  the  busi- 
ness ot"  other  officers  and  classes  of  persons  to  expound  and 
execute  those  laws.  In  a  strict  judicial  sense,  we  cannot 
exercise  any  jurisdiction  or  supervision  over  tbc  judgment 
which  may  be  eo  pronounced;  and,  therefore,  considering 
"**^  letter  iu  that  respect,  it  seems  to  me  totally  inappropHute 
'o  any  functions  which  either  this  or  the  other  House  of  Cou- 
gr'esa  can  legitimately  exercise. 

If  it  be  considered  aa  a  letter  intended  to  communicate  to 

'1'*^  two  Houses  of  Congress  malversation  in  the  conduct  of 

these  public  officers,  however  proper  that  application  may 

''^  to  the  other  House,  it  is  plainly  out  of  place  here.     The 

othcp  Hoose,  from  what  we  learn  of  their  published  proceod- 

r^^**'  ^*^™^  '"^  have  taken  the  subject  up  in  that  idea — that 

UlbiQ  is  an  imputation  by  tbe  writer  of  the  letter  that  a  gross 

T**xue  baa  been  practised  by  the  majority  of  the  Board  of 

I  »*gents  in  the  administration  of  this  fund;  and  fliey  have 

1  »tcordingly  raised  a  committee,  referred  the  letter  to  the 

I  committee,  and  vested  them  with  the  power  of  sending  for 

(J^rBons  and  papers — a  power  appropriate  to  the  iuvestigo- 

tioD,  if  the  object  bo  what  I  have  just  said,  but  utterly  m- 

*ppropriate  and  absurd  supposing  it  to  be  a  mere  question 

of  legislative  inquiry  with  a  view  to  found  legislative  action 
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thereupon.     Kit  is  a  question  of  the  interpretation  of  a  law, 
do  you  want  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  to  enable  yon 
to  interpret  a  law  ?    What  papers  will  you  send  for  to  enable 
the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ascertun 
what  is  the  meaning  of  this  law?    Do  you  want  the  statute? 
Surely  the  committee  can  get  that  without  having  power  to 
send  lor  papers.     Do  you  want  the  proceedings  which  twk 
place  at  the  time  when  this  law  was  enacted,  the  parlifr^ 
mentary  history  of  it?    Surely  that  can  be  obtained  withoat 
a  power  in  the  committee  to  send  for  papers  or  for  persona. 
Bat  if  you  suppose  the  investigation  is  pursued  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ferreting  out  a  delinquency,  an  abuse,  a  malveraa- 
tion,  then  that  part  of  the  resolution  becomes  all  appropriate, 
and  the  object  is  to  drag  up  witnesses  and  compel  them  to 
testify  to  the  conduct  of  the  perpetrators  in  this  stupendoos 
fraud,  not  only  on  the  law  of  the  country,  but  on  the  noble 
charity  which  they  are  appointed  to  administer.    K  that  be 
the  aspect  in  which  this  subject  is  taken  up,  we  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it;  we  should  not  commit  ourselves  in  ad?8ac6 
upon  it;  for,  suppose  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives should  result  in  preferring  articles  of  inipeacb- 
meut,  for  example,  against  the  Chief  Justice,  it  would  b« 
very  indelicate  and  improper  for  us  in  advance  to  formtud 
deliver  a  solemn  opinion  upon  the  question  whether  there 
was  just  cause  for  the  impeachment. 

Then  there  is  ou]y  one  other  respect  in  which  this  residue 
of  the  paper  can  be  supposed,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  be  in- 
tended to  have  any  influence  upon  Congress;  and  that  iSf 
that  the  honorable  and  distinguished  gentleman  who  wntes 
this  letter,  knowing  that  we  have  no  judicial  power  overth® 
interpretation  of  the  law,  and  therefore  cannot,  by  any  jud£>' 
ment  of  ours,  ascertain  that  what  has  been  heretofore  done 
in  its  interpretation  has  been  done  wrongfully,  in  a  judicial 
sense,  and  knowing  that  it  is  not  a  proper  subject  for  an  i*^ 
vestigation,  with  a  view  to  a  criminal  prosecution  bjini- 
peachment,  sends  it  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  «•  • 
recommendation  that  they  shall  institute  an  inquiry,  ]^*^^ 
view  to  an  amendment  of  the  law.  In  this  latter  i^Nfj 
strikes  me  as  exceedingly  inappropriate  for  auj 
not  a  member  of  these  bodies,  or  one  of  them,  a' 
here  in  the  character  of  a  petitioner 
the  Government,  to  »^ 
of  further  legislat 

I  say,  therefoFA 
that  this  truly  di 
can  people  hf ' 
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^fted  as  lie  is,  and  di&tinguiehed  as  he  has  been  in  hia  past 
course,  did  not  content  himself  with  resigning  hia  position 
for  the  very  ample  and  sufficient  reason  which  he  first  gives, 
Ibatbeis  unable  to  discharge  the  duties  required  of  him. 
1  regret  it  also,  because,  if  I  collected  the  scope  of  that  letter 
accurately  from  its  reading — for  I  had  not  seen  it  before — it 
Beenisin  any  view  to  present  this  state  of  the  case — the  writer 
meets  with  his  brother  regents;  a  certain  question  arises, 
wliat  shall  be  done  in  the  management  of  the  institution? 
Thftt  inquiry  involves  a  question  as  to  the  just  interpretation 
oftlielaw;  the  best  and  the  legal  means  of  carrying  out 
liie  ereat  purpose  of  the  donor.  That  matter  is  the  subject 
of  mscussion  and  debate  among  them.  The  majority  of  the 
regents  decide  against  him,  and  immediatelvhe  retires  from 
tile  institution,  and  interposes  an  appeal  to  Congress  against 
the  majority  of  the  body,  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Again,  sir,  it  seems  to  imply  this:  Distinguished  and  de- 
nted as  that  gentleman  is,  and  high  and  important  as  are 
thfiBerviceswhichiie  has  rendered  to  his  country,  and  which 
he  is  now  able  to  render  in  this  or  any  other  station  to  which 
tho  voice  of  his  countrymen  or  the  public  authorities  may 
call  him,  I  think  the  whole  tone  of  that  part  of  the  letter 
ili^tly  exaggerates  the  importance  to  the  public  of  the  event 
'hich  it  communicates,  namely,  his  retiring  from  the  Board 
of  Reeents. 

Bendes,  considering  also — for  I  think  my  friend  from 
Ulinoia  did  not  succeed  exactly  in  vindicating  that  part  of 
the  letter — the  suggestion  which  my  friend  from  Maryland 
•Mde,  that  there  is  a  tone  of  contidence,  of  unmistakable 
Wd  unmistaken  certainty,  with  which  the  distinguished 
'^ter  announces  his  opinions  upon  iho  interpretation  of 
MWlaw,  which  I  think  ray  friend  from  Elinnis  will  pardoa 
"W  for  saying  at  least  borders  a  little,  very  little,  upon  tbe 
toiifinesof  an-oganccforl  beg  my  friend  to  consider  nfgrnatt 
'Mtan  array  of  judgments  the  opinion  of  that  diBtiuglwditfi 
'"riter  is  given. 
Mr.  Douglas.  Consider  the  names  on  the  other  aifte. 
Mr.  BadQER.  The  names  on  the  other  side  have  imtilwv 
but  I  am  very  certain  that  my  friend  boDmrflK.: 
'  ,]  whose  name  la  one  of  them — t"''  '"  "»"ii  luam 
authority  in  this  country, ami  ■  '  ■- •■ 

'b  one  of  the  last  persona  wd  ■  '* 

'"'    nt  the  expression  of  soirr        ■  -^^ 

~"      >rbapahe  might  be  tti>''L^'i*<^'       ***^ 
doe  to  truth  »t>d  1 
lie  Senate  wlH^ 
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that,  whether  the  distinguished  writer  be  correct  or  not  m 
his  opinions,  that  part  of  the  letter  is  in  very  bad  taste. 

Believing,  Mr.  ^President,  that  there  is  nothing  for  us  to 
do  but  accept  the  resignation  of  this  gentleman,  and  to  ac- 
cept it  with  regret  because  of  his  eminent  talents  and  high 
position  and  undoubted  patriotism,  and  therefore  his  capacity 
and  willingness  to  be  useful,  I  should  think  that  the  subject 
might  be  allowed  to  drop;  but,  nevertheless,  I  yield  to  the 
suggestion  of  my  friend  from  Maryland.  He  has  intimated 
that  he  desires  that  this  should  be  the  subject  of  investiga- 
tion, and  I  am  willing  to  move  that  it  shall  go  to  a  com- 
mittee ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  proper,  on 
this  occasion,  to  select  a  special  committee.  This  is  a  ques- 
tion of  judicial  interpretation — of  legislation  to  be  founded 
upon  a  judicial  interpretation — if  the  committee  in  the  Senate 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  regents  have  mistaken  the  true 
construction  of  this  law.  We  have  a  committee,  a  stand- 
ing committee  of  this  body,  composed  of  eminent  lawyers, 
abundantly  able  to  re-examine  this  subjeq^,  so  far  as  it  needs 
re-examination,  and  so  far  as  this  House  has  any  jurisdiction 
over  it.  I  am  not,  therefore,  for  passing  over  that  committee 
upon  a  judicial  question  to  raise  any  select  committee.  It 
is  a  question  of  law — ^the  interpretation  of  a  statute.  If  we 
are  not  satisfied  with  the  judgment  given  in  the  Board  of 
Regents;  if  such  a  board  of  men,  aided  in  their  opinioos 
by  the  illustrious  Taney,  do  not  convey  to  us  a  conviction 
that  a  statute  has  been  rightly  interpreted,  let  it  go  to  that 
committee  of  this  body.  It  is  a  proper  organ  to  examine, 
and  investigate,  and  report  upon  strictly  legal  inquiries.  I 
therefore  move  the  reference  of  this  paper  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Seward.  Mr.  President,  I  should  not  speak  at  all  on 
this  question,  if  it  were  not  that  I  think  the  Senate  has  a 
duty  to  discharge  to  itself  and  to  its  dignity.  I  need  pot 
say  that  I  entertain  as  profound  a  respect  and  admiration 
for  the  distinguished  gentleman  who  sent  this  comraunicfl^ 
tion  here  as  any  other  person  in  the  House,  or  in  the  country. 
I  take  the  occasion  thus  early  to  say  that  I  have  formed  no 
opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the  question  which  has  been 
raised  by  that  communication.  I  deem  it  my  duty,  as  fer 
as  possible,  to  hold  my  mind  free  and  open  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  an  opinion  hereafter. 

Sir,  I  cannot  consent,  for  one  member  of  this  body,  to 
send  this  communication  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
or  to  a  select  committee,  because,  although  I  believe  it  to 
have  been  intended  with  the  best  motives,  and  to  have  been 
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entirely  unexceptionable  in  the  view  of  the  writer,  yet  I 
thiok  it  is  derogatory  from  the  dignity  of  the  Senate.  What 
is  it,  eir?  It  is  a  resignation  of  an  officer.  Every  citizen 
of  the  United  States  has  a  right  to  hold  an  office  if  he  can  get 
it,  and  certainly  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  holding 
an  office  has  a  right  to  resign  it;  and  it  is  not  necessary  for 
him,  in  order  toXe  relieved  from  the  burden  of  the  office, 
to  assign  any  reason  or  excuse  whatever.  Whatever  may 
be  said  by  way  of  apology  or  excuse,  or  reason,  or  justifica- 
tion, does  not  alter  the  character  of  the  act  itself.  It  is  an 
absolute  resiguation.  It  is  complete.  It  is  final.  The  Senate 
has  nothing  to  do  but  to  file  it.  It  is  done.  The  Senate 
cannot  compel  the  individual  to  retain  his  office.  They 
c&nnot  ask  him  to  take  it  back  araiu,  however  high  he  m^ 
be.  They  can  reappoint  him,  but  they  must  receive  hiB 
resignation  as  a  complete  act. 

According  to  my  humblo  judgment,  what  this  retiring 
regent  ought  to  have  done,  was  to  send  a  letter  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  saying,  in  bo  many  words :  "  Sir,  I  resign 
the  office  of  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution."  It  is 
true  that  a  regent,  like  every  other  public  officer,  has  a  right 
to  inform  the  public  and  to  inform  Congress,  if  he  pleases 
to  do  BO,  of  the  grounds  why  he  declines  a  further  continu- 
UDce  in  the  discharge  of  a  public  trust;  but  that  should  he, 
Dot  by  a  letter  explaining  his  reasons  for  his  resignation, 
but  it  should  be  done  through  the  public  press,  or  otherwise, 
BO  as  not  to  make  the  table  of  the  Senate  bear  the  burden 
of  all  personal,  and  political,  and  other  explanations  of  per- 
Bona  retiring  from  public  ofEce. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  honorable  and  distinguished  gentle- 
man has  not  considered  the  legal  nature  and  the  official 
character  of  the  act  he  was  peribrmiog,  I  say,  then,  th'j 
resignation  was  complete  and  absolute  when  the  words  "I 
resign  this  office"  were  written,  hut  that  is  not  the  whole  of 
the  communication.  We  are,  besides,  favored  mth  an  ex- 
planation of  the  reasons  why  he  resigns.  This  is  either  for 
the  information  of  the  public,  (and  if  so,  it  ought  not  to 
have  been  made  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,)  or  else 
it  is  for  the  j>urpose  of  instructing  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the 
question  which  is  discussed  in  the  paper.  If  that  nonorable 
and  distinguished  gentleman  wished  to  instruct  the  Senate 
upon  the  merits  of  the  question  out  of  which  his  resignation 
baa  arisen,  he  had  the  right  to  come  before  this  body  in  a 
respectful  manner,  by  petition,  by  memorial,  or  by  official 
communication,  as  a  regent  of  the  institution;  but  he  dis- 
claims the  privilege  and  the  right  of  addressing  us  as  a 
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Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  because,  in  the  very 
act  of  representinff  his  views  to  the  Senate,  he  resigns  that 
office,  and  shows  that  he  leaves  the  Senate  and  the  country 
to  take  care  of  the  question  as  they  best  may. 

I  think,  then,  that  what  is  due  to  this  occasion  is  to  lay 
this  letter  on  the  table.     Then,  I  agree  with  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maryland,  and  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Virginia,  and  others,  that  there  is,  in  the  occasion  itself,  in 
the  subject-matter  which  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Senate,  that  which  may  very  properly  require  an  inquiry. 
I  think  that  inquiry  ought  to  be  made  by  the  Senate,  out  of 
regard  to  the  public  interests,  the  public  welfare,  and  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  country,  and  not  upon  a  commu- 
nication which  is  of  so  unusual  and  extraordinary  a  character 
as  this. 

Mr.  Butler.    M'r.  President,  I  do  not  know  that  I  concur 
entirely  in  the  conclusion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York,  but  I  must  say  that  I  agree,  in  the  main,  witYv 
the  purport  of  his  remarks.     I  hope  that  my  friend  froTO 
North  Carolina  will,  therefore,  withdraw  his  motion  to  refer 
this  paper  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.     What  is  tA\^ 
paper  ?    Is  it  the  resignation  of  an  office  ?    If  so,  ther43^  ^* 
should  terminate.     Is  it  an  accusation  against  those  ^^^i'th 
whom  this  gentleman  has  been  associated?    If  so,  as    ""^ciy 
friend  from  North  Carolina  has  remarked,  I  cannot  appr^^'ve 
its  taste.     Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  this  subject  i  x^"^ 
debate  in  the  Senate?    If  so,  I  think  its  purpose  misch  ie'^- 
ous.     Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  issue  in  relatioiTB   to 
this  fund,  which  is  calculated  to  involve,  perhaps,  as     lias 
been  intimated,  different  views  in  different  parts  of      t^he 
country?     If  so,  it  is  a  purpose  which  is  criminaj. 

In  every  point  of  view,  whether  I  regard  the  taste  of     the 

Eaper  as  an  accusation  of  those  with  whom  this  gentle  iman 
as  been  associated,  or  whether  I  regard  it  as  designed  to 
bring  this  subject  into  popular  discussion,  I  cannot  approve 
its  tone.     I  am  bound  to  say  that  much ;  but  if  it  be  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  subject  before  the  Senate,  it  ca^voot 
DC  so  effectually  done  as  it  would  be  by  making  the  report 
of  a  committee  the  vehicle  of  his  views.     I  hope,  there/ore, 
my  friend  from  North  Carolina  will  withdraw  his  motion  to 
refer  this  paper  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Badger.  I  am  satisfied,  sir,  after  the  remarks  made 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York,  that  my  first  in- 
clination on  this  subject  was  correct,  and  that  is,  that  we 
have  nothing  to  do  b"^  '     ••^^iipiation.    I  yielded, 

however,  b€  '»d,  who  occupiea 
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'  a  peculiar  and  delicate  relation  to  this  subject,  intimated  bis 
'desire  for  a  committee  to  investigate  it. 

Mr.  Pearce.  Will  my  friend  from  North  Carolina  allow 
me  to  interpose? 

Mr.  Badger.     Certainly. 

Mr.  Pearce.  I  am  anxious  that  the  question  should  be 
referred  to  a  committee.  I  am  quite  content  that  the  paper 
should  be  received  and  laid  upon  the  table;  but  I  do  desire, 
;  AS  the  Senator  from  New  York  has  said,  that  the  subject- 
, matters  which  are  referred  to  in  the  letter,  should  be  sub- 
!  mitted  to  a  committee  of  this  body  for  consideration.  I 
bope,  therefore,  that  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
i  K'ew  York  will  be  adopted,  and  the  paper  laid  on  the  table; 
and  that  some  gentleman  will  move  a  resolution  directing  a 
committee  (and  I  now  prefer  that  it  should  be  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary)  to  inquire  what,  if  any,  action  is  proper 
'  to  be  taken  hy  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  Smithsonian  In- 
atitution.  That  committee  waa  organized  at  the  beginning 
[of  the  session,  without  reference  to  this  question.  I  am 
ijwilling  and  desire  that  the  matter  should  take  the  regular 
^coarse,  and  be  referred  to  that  committee,  whose  appropri- 
ate duty  it  is  to  construe  the  acts  of  Congress,  which  are 
drawn  into  question. 

Mr.  Badger.  I  now  withdraw  my  motion  for  reference, 
and  move  that  the  paper  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Welleb.  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  terminate  the 
debate,  and  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  some  practical 
tbusiness.  This  question,  however,  ought  to  be  decided. 
jfKere  are  three  regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  who 
pbave  brought  to  toe  consideration  of  the  Senate  the  irapor- 
(tant  fact  that  they  differ  as  to  the  construction  given  to  a 
flaw  of  Congress,  or  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  using  the  fund 
■l^hich  they  have  been  appointed  to  administer.  Now,  I 
l^hink  it  very  important  that  Congress  should  determine  that 
■Sqaestion,  because  we  have  been  notitied,  hy  the  debate  to- 
;day,  that  that  diiference  of  opinion  does  exist;  and  after  this 
"paper  shall  have  been  disposed  of,  if  no  other  Senator  makes 
^ie  motion,  I  shall  submit  one  to  instruct  the  Committee  on 
*he  Judiciary  to  consider  and  report  on  this  subject, 
r  The  President.  The  question  is  on  the  motion  of  the 
(Senator  from  North  Carolina,  that  the  paper  lie  on  the 
table. 
"     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clayton  subsequently  said:  Mr.  President,  as  the 
Benator  from  California  [Mr.  Weller]  did  not  follow  up  his 
iropositiou,  I  desire  to  ofter  the  following  resolaUoa : 


\ 


562  OONGBBSSIONAL  PBOCEBDIHGB. 

Rem>lvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire  whether 
and  if  any,  what,  action  of  the  Senate  is  necessary  and  proper  in 
the  Smithsonian  Institation. 

I  believe  that  this  resolution  is  in  accordance  with  MBthe 
general  sentiment  of  the  body.     I  do  not  purpose  to  deb^^sate 
It;  but  I  will  say  now,  that  1  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  i^»^e 
Senate  of  the  United  States  to  sustain  the  regents  of  t"  ^ — hU 
institution,  whenever  the  Senate  thinks  they  are  rig     ^ht 
When  an  imputation  is  cast  on  those  gentlemen,  it  oof        '^f 
not  to  be  left  to  be  a  matter  of  conjecture  or  doubt  in  ^HKbe 
country,  whether  the  Senate  thinks  they  ought  to  be  s       os- 
tained  or  not.    For  my  own  part,  I  do  thoroughly  con<=z:^Qr 
in  the  opinion  which  has  been  given  by  a  majority  of  K:=:fte 
regency.    I  have  been  of  their  opinion  since  the  institute  ^a 
was  first  established. 

I  had  the  honor,  as  a  member  of  a  committee  of  this  ho^f, 
some  eighteen  years  ago,  to  report  the  bill,  which  was  sSter^ 
wards  enacted  into  a  Taw,  accepting  the  bequest  of  Smitb' 
son;  and  I  well  remember  that,  upon  that  occasion,  there 
was  a  diversity  of  sentiment  in  this  body  in  regard  to  th9 

Sropriety  of  accepting  the  bequest,  for  it  was  said  confi- 
ently,  by  some  gentlemen,  that  it  would  turn  out  that  this 
Government  was  incapable  of  administering  the  fund  as  the 
testator  intended.  I  was  then  of  a  difierent  opinion,  and  I 
am  now.  I  have  observed,  with  some  interest,  the  progress 
of  this  institution,  and  the  course  adopted  by  the  regents, 
from  the  origin  of  the  institution,  and  their  course  has,  on 
all  occasions,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  understand  it,  met 
with  my  unqualified  approbation. 

The  question  which  divided  the  re^ncy  was  one  which 
arose  in  the  very  ori^n  of  the  institution.  There  were 
many  gentlemen  who  tnought  the  funds  should  be  devoted 
to  the  purpose  of  a  library.  I  never  thought  so.  I  under- 
take to  say  that  was  not  the  sentiment  of  the  Senate  which 
accepted  the  bequest  An  institution  whose  object  is  to  in- 
crease and  difiuse  knowledge  among  men,  to  be  confined,  or 
the  greater  part  of  its  action  to  be  confined,  to  the  mere 
purchase  of  books — books  to  be  placed  here  in  this  District, 
where  they  could  be  visited  by  gentlemen  of  wealth  firom 
abroad,  to  be  sure,  and  where  they  could  be  searched  and 
examined  by  persons  who  are  on  the  spot!  That,  however, 
would  be  one  of  the  most  futile,  and,  in  mv  humble  judg- 
ment, most  ineffectual  methods  which  could  be  devised,  to 
difiuse  knowledge  among  men.  The  plan  adopted  by  the 
regency  is  one  calculated  to  difiuse  it  among  men  in  all  parts 
of  the  civilized  world. 
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But,  sir,  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  dis- 
suBsing  this  question.  The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  are 
fully  capable  of  examining  and  deciding  on  judicial  ques- 
tions.  I  think  they  ought  to  make  an  inquiry,  in  order 
that,  if  the  regents  are  right  in  the  interpretation  they  have 
given  to  the  law,  they  should  be  sustained  by  the  judgment 
•of  the  committee,  and  by  the  judgment  of  the  Senate.  I 
move  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  which  I  have  sub- 
mitted. 

The  resolution  was  considered,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to. 

Senate,  February  6, 1855. 

Mr.  Andrew  P.  Butler,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,*  to  whom  was  referred  the  res- 
lution  of  the  Senate,  directing  said  committee  to  inquire 
bether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  action  of  the  Senate  is  nec- 
and  proper  in  regard  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
le  the  following  report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed : 

seems  to  be  the  object  of  the  resolution  to  require  the 
mittee  to  say  whether,  in  its  opinion,  the  Regents  of 
&  Smithsonian  Institution  have  given  a  fair  and  proper 
xxetruction,  within  the  range  of  discretion  allowed  to 
I,  to  the  acts  of  Congress  putting  into  operation  the 
which  Mr.  Smithson  had  devolved  on  the  Federal 
o  vemment.  As  the  trust  has  not  been  committed  to  a 
gal  corporation  subject  to  judicial  jurisdiction  and  con- 
ol ,  it  must  be  regarded  as  the  creature  of  congressional 
tgielatiou.  It  is  a  naked  and  honorable  trust,  without  any 
rofitable  interest  in  the  Government  that  has  undertaken 
o  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  benevolent  testator.  The 
obligations  of  ffood  faith  require  that  the  bequest  should 
>e  maintained  m  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  made.  The  acts 
of  Congress  on  this  subject  were  intended  to  effect  this 
end,  and  the  question  presented  is  this :  Have  the  Regents 
done  their  duty  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  acts 
of  Congress  on  the  subject  ? 

In  order  to  determine  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what, 

^ion  of  the  Senate  is  necessary  and  proper  in  regard  to 

y  Smithsonian  Institution,  it  is  necessary  to  examine 

JPtt  provisions  Congress  have  already  made  on  the  sub- 

HbA^  whether  they  have  been  faithfully  carried  into 

''\i  which  this  institution  has  been  founded 


^,  Bayard,  Gtoyer,  Pettit,  and  Toombs. 
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was  bequeathed  to  the  United  States  by  James  Smithson,  of 
London,  to  found  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the 
"  Smithsonian  Institution,"  an  establishment  "  for  the  in- 
crease and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."     It  is  not 
bequeathed  to  the  United  States  to  be  used  for  their  own 
benefit  and  advantage  only,  but  in  trust  to  apply  to  "the 
increase  and  diffusion   of  knowledge"    among  mankind 
generally,  so  that  other  men  and  other  nations  might  share 
m  its  advantage  as  well  as  ourselves. 

Congress  accepted  the  trust,  and  by  the  act  of  August 
10th,  1846,  established  an  institution  to  carry  into  effect  the 
intention  of  the  testator.     The  language  or  the  will  left  a 
very  wide  discretion  in  the  manner  of  executing  the  trust, 
ana  different  opinions  might  very  naturally  be  entertained 
on  the  subject.     And  it  is  very  evident  by  the  law  above 
referred  to  that  Congress  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  pr^ 
scribe  any  definite  and  fixed  plan,  and  deemed  it  more 
proper  to  confide  that  duty  to  a  jBoard  of  Regents,  carefuUj 
selected,  indicating  only  in  general  terms  the  objects  ^ 
which  their  attention  was  to  be  directed  in  executing  ^^^ 
testator's  intention. 

Thus,  by  the  fifth  section,  the  regents  were  required  *P 
cause  a  building  to  be  erected  of  sufficient  size,  and  "^^*^ 
suitable  rooms  or  halls,  for  the  reception  and  arrangem^^^ 
upon  a  liberal  scale,  of  objects  of  natural  history,  includ^i^*^ 
a  geological  and  mineralogical  cabinet;    also  a  cheitx^^^ 
laboratory,  a  library,  a  gallery  of  art,  and  the  uecess^/"^ 
lecture  rooms.     It  is   evident  that  Congress  intended    ^^ 
these  provisions  that  the  funds  of  the  institution  should  ^ 
applied  to  increase  knowledge  in  all  the  branches  of  sciei^p 
mentioned  in  this  section — in  objects  of  natural  history »  ^^ 

fjeology,  in  mineralogy,  in  chemistry,  in  the  arts — and  ^^^ 
ectures   were  to   be   delivered  upon   such  topics  as     tb^ 
regents  might  deem  useful  in  the  execution  of  the  trust. 
And  publications  by  the  institution  were  undoubtedly  nec^ 
essary  to  diffuse  generally  the  knowledge  that  might    be 
obtained;  for  any  increase  of  knowledge  that  might   thu5 
be  acquired  was  not  to  be  locked  up  in  the  institution  o^ 
preserved  only  for  the  use  of  the  citizens  of  WashingtoD, 
or  persons  who  might  visit  the  institution..    It  was  by  tbo 
express  terms  of  the  trust,  which  the  United  States  WMi 
pledged  to  execute,  to  be  diffused  among  men.    '"*^' 
be  done  in  no  other  way  than  by  publications  at 
of  the  institution.     Nor  has  Congress  pi*^ — "' 
which  shall  be  appropriated  t-n  t' 
left  to  the  discretion  an  ' 
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The  fifth  section  alfio  requires  a  library  to  be  formed,  and 
the  eighth  section  provides  that  the  regents  shall  make 
from  the  interest  an  appropriation,  not  exceeding  an  aver- 
age of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  annually,  for  the 
gradual  formation  of  a  library  composed  of  valuable  works 
pertaining  to  all  departments  of  human  knowledge. 

But  this  section  cannot,  by  any  fair  construction  of  its 
..language,  be  deemed  to  imply  that  any  appropriation  to 
I  that  amount,  or  nearly  so,  was  intended  to  be  required.  It 
Ilia  not  a  direction  to  the  regents  to  apply  that  sum,  but  a 
Iprobibition  to  apply  more;  and  it  leaves  it  to  the  regents 
to  decide  what  amount  within  the  Bura  limited  can  be 
advantageously  applied  to  the  library,  having  a  due  regard 
to  the  (Jther  objects  enumerated  in  the  law. 

Indeed,  the  eighth  section  would  seem  to  be  intended  to 
prevent  the  absorption  of  the  funds  of  the  Institution  in  the 

1'  purchase  of  books.     And  there  would  seem  to  be  sound 
reason  for  giving  it  that  construction  ;  for  such  an  applica- 
tion of  the  funds  could  hardly  be  regarded  as  a  faithful 
execution  of  the  trnst;  for  the  collection  of  an  immense 
library  at  Washington  would  certainly  not  tend  "  to  increase 
■«r   diffuse   knowledge"   in   any  other   country,  not   even 
kmong  the  countrymen  of  the  testator;  very  few  even  of 
[the  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  receive  any  benefit 
;from  it.     And  if  the  money  was  to  be  so  appropriated,  it 
'oold  have  been  far  better  to  buy  the  books  and  place  them 
it  once  in  the  Congress  Library.     They  would  be  more  ac- 
leptable  to  the  public  there,  and  it  would  have  saved  the 
ixpense  of  a  costly  building  and  the  salaries  of  the  ofBcera ; 
ret  nobody  would  have  listened  to  such  a  proposition,  or 
insented  that  the  United  States  should  take  to  itself  and 
T  its  own  use  the  money  which  they  accepted  as  a  trust 
r  "the  increase  and  diti'usion  of  knowledge  among  men." 
This  is  the  construction  which  the  regents  have  given  to 
the  acts  of  Congress,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
'it  is  the  true  one ;  and,  acting  under  it,  they  have  erected  a 
ommodious  building,  given  their    attention    to  all    the 
tranches  of  science  mentioned  in  the  law,  to  the  full  extent 
if  the  means  afforded  by  the  fund  of  the  institution,  and 
'have  been  forming  a  library  of  choice  and  valuable  hooks, 
kniounting  already  to  more  than  fifteen  thousand  volumes, 
''he  books  are,  for  the  most  part,  precisely  of  the  character 
aluulated  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  donor  of  the 
,^|fund  and  of  the  act  of  Congress.     They  are  chiefly  com- 
{'"posed  of  works  published  by  or  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Iziumerous  institutions  of  Europe  which  are  engaged  in  sci- 
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entific  pursuits,  givinff  an  account  of  their  respective 
researches  and  of  new  discoveries  whenever  they  are  made. 
These  works  are  sent  to  the  "  Smithsonian  Institution,"  in 
return  for  the  publications  of  this  institution,  which  are 
transmitted  to  the  learned  societies  and  establishmenta 
abroad.  The  library  thus  formed,  and  the  means  by  which 
it  is  accomplished,  are  peculiarly  calculated  to  attain  the 
objects  for  which  the  munificent  legacy  was  given  in  trust 
to  the  United  States.  The  publication  of  the  results  of  sci- 
entific researches  made  by  the  institution  is  calculated  to 
stimulate  American  genius,  and  at  the  same  time  enable  it 
to  bring  before  the  public  the  fruits  of  its  labors.  And  the 
transmission  of  these  publications  to  the  learned  societies  in 
Europe,  and  receiving  in  return  the  fruits  of  similar  re- 
searches made  by  them,  gives  to  each  the  benefit  of  the 
"increase  of  knowlege"  which  either  may  obtain,  and  at 
the  same  time  diffuses  it  throughout  the  civilized  world. 
The  library  thus  formed  will  contain  books  suitable  to  the 
present  state  of  scientific  knowledge,  and  will  keep  pace 
with  its  advance;  and  it  is  certainly  far  superior  to  a  vast 
collection  of  expensive  works,  most  of  which  may  be  found 
in  any  public  library,  and  many  of  which  are  mere  objects- 
of  curiosity  or  amusement,  and  seldom,  if  ever,  opened  by 
any  one  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  science. 

These  operations  appear  to  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
regents,  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Profiessor 
Henry,  with   zeal,   energy,  and   discretion,  and  with  the 
strictest  regard  to  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  the  funds. 
Nor  does  there  seem  to  be  any  other  mode  which  Congress 
could  prescribe  or  the  regents  adopt  which  would  better 
fulfill  the  high  trust  which  the  United  States  have  under- 
taken to  perform.     No  fixed  and  immutiible  plan  prescribed 
by  law  or  adopted  by  the  regents  would  attain  the  objects 
of  the  trust.     It  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the  donor 
that  it  should  be  carried  into  execution  by  an  institution  or 
establishment,  as  it  is  termed  in  his  will.     Congress  has 
created  one,  and  given  it  ample  powers,  but  directing  its 
attention  particularly  to  the  objects  enumerated  in  the  law; 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  that  institution  to   avail  itself  of  the 
lights  of  experience,  and  to  change  its  plan  of  operations 
when  they  are  convinced  that  a  difl^erent  one  will   better 
accomplish   the   objects   of   the   trust.     The  regents  have 
done  so,  and  wisely,  for  the   reasons  above  stated.     The 
committee  see  nothing,  therefore,  in  their  conduct  which 
calls  for  any  new  legislation  or  any  change  in  the  powers 
now  exercised  by  the  regents. 
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For  many  of  the  views  and  statements  in  the  foregoing 
report,  the  committee  are  indebted  to  the  full  and  lumiuous 
reports  of  the  Board  of  Eegent«,  From  the  views  enter- 
taioed  by  the  committee,  after  an  impartial  examination  of 
the  proceedings  referred  to,  the  committee  have  adopted 
the  language  of  the  resolution,  "  that  no  action  of  the  Sen- 
ate  is  necessary  and  proper  in  regard  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution ;"  and  this  is  Ike  unanimous  opinion  of  ike  committee. 

Senate,  Marchl,  1855. 
The  President  pro  tempore  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Ini<titution,  communi- 
cating the  ninth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
that  Institution;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
be  printed. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  Brodhead  to  print  ten  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  report,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing. 

Senate,  March  2,  1855. 
I     Mr.  JoHSSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  reported 
the  following: 


I  Mr.  Peauce.  I  move  to  amend  that  order  by  adding 
."twenty-five  hundred  of  which  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  said  Institution." 

Mr.  JoHNBON.    I  am  willing  to  accept  that. 
\     The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  order,  as  amend- 
j<d,  wta  adopted. 

(' 

PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  EEPHESENTATIVEg. 

^  HoosE  OP  Representatives,  December  5,  1854. 

Mr.  Chandler  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"      ~  td.  That  the  gpecial  committee  to  wbom,  tkt  the  lust  session  of  Con- 
it  referred  the  eubject  of  the  inveEttnoDt  of  the  funds  of  tbe  Smith- 
OD,  be  continued  with  its  powers  itnd  dutiex. 

'■'ftte  Speaker.  With  the  permission  of  the  House,  the 
.Chair  would  remark  that  ail  the  select  committees  appointed 
■St  the  last  session  expired,  as  a  matter  of  course,  with  the 
'last  session.  K  not  objected  to,  a  general  order  will  be  en- 
tered to  coptinue  those  committees  which  did  not  report  in 
fall  at  the  last  session. 
Mr,  liowE.     I  object. 
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The  Speaker.  The  question  will  then  be  upon  the  reso- 
lution oflfered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

House  op  Representatives,  December  11, 1854. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  announcing  that 
that  body  had  passed  a  joint  resolution  (So.  28)  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institutien. 

House  of  Representatives,  December  22, 1854. 

Mr.  Meacham.  I  wish  to  state  that  there  is  a  bill  upon 
the  Speaker's  table  providing  for  the  reappointment  of  re- 
gents of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  I  will  state  that  it  is 
necessary  to  transact  some  business  which  cannot  be  done 
without  the  reappointment  of  these  regents.  I  ask  that  the 
bill  may  be  taken  up  and  passed.  It  will  take  but  a  minatey 
and  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  Cobb.    I  object. 

After  the  intervention  of  some  other  business — 

Mr.  Meacham.  I  now  ask  the  House  to  take  up  the  bill 
for  the  reappointment  of  the  regents  of  the  Smithsoniau 
Institution,  and  pass  it.    It  will  occupy  but  a  moment. 

Mr.  Florence.     Oh,  no;  there  is  no  quorum  here. 

House  of  Representatives,  December  26,  1854. 

Mr.  English.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House 
to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  a  Senate  joint  resolution 
proposing^  to  appoint  Rufus  Choate  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Gideon  fiawley  of  New  York,  regents  for  the  Smithsonian 
Institution;  and  if  the  House  will  allow  me,  I  propose  to 
ask  that  the  resolution  may  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

I  will  state,  as  a  reason  why  the  resolution  should  be  put 
upon  its  passage  at  an  early  day,  that  there  is  to  be  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  regents  of  that  institution  the  next  week,  and 
it  is  desirable  that  there  should  be  a  full  board  upon  that 
occasion.  These  gentlemen  have  been  regents  heretofore, 
and  I  presume  there  will  be  no  objection  to  their  reappoint- 
ment. I  ask  that  the  resolution  may  be  taken  up,  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows : 

Resolved^  cj-c,  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  of  the  class  otherwise  than  raerabors  of  Cocgrecs,  be 
filled  by  the  reappointment  of  the  late  incumbents,  viz:  Rufus  Choate  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Gideon  Ilawley  of  ^^ew  York. 

Mr.  Haven.  I  presume  there  is  no  objection  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution. 
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The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

House  of  Representatives,  Janvary  17, 1855. 

The  Speaker  laid  hefore  the  House  a  communication 
received  from  Hon.  Rufus  Choate,  resigning  his  office  as 
regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  letter  was  read.  (See  Senate  Proceedings,  January 
17, 1855.) 

Mr.  Meagham.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House 
to  introduce  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  founded  upon  that  let- 
ter ;  and  upon  the  resolution  I  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  resolution  was  reported,  as  follows : 

Resolvedf  That  the  letter  of  Hon.  Bufus  Ohoate,  resigning  his  plaoe  M 
regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  he  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
flye,  and  printed ;  and  that  said  committee  he  directed  to  inquire,  and  re- 
port to  the  House,  whether  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has  heen  managed, 
and  its  funds  expended,  in  accordance  with  the  law  establishing  the 
institution  ;  and  whether  any  additional  legislation  be  necessary  to  carry 
out  Uie  designs  of  its  founders ;  and  that  said  committee  hare  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  English.  If  I  have  a  right  to  object  to  the  reception 
of  the  resolution  just  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  Meacham,]  I  do  so  ;  and  I  move  that  the  com- 
munication submitted  Dj  Mr.  Choate  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Speaker.  The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
"Vermont,  to  refer  to  a  select  committee  the  letter  which 
has  just  been  read,  is  in  order,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair. 
Upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  demands  the  previous  question.  It  is  in  order  to 
make  a  motion  to  lay  the  matter  on  the  table. 

Mr.  English.     Then  I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  MjEACHAM.  Will  that  motion  carry  the  resolution 
with  it  ? 

The  Speaker.    It  will. 

Mr.  Meacham.     Am  I  not  still  entitled  to  the  floor  ? 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  from  Vermont  cannot  re- 
tain the  floor  after  moving  the  previous  question.  It  is  in 
order  for  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  make  the  motion 
he  does,  as  it  is  a  privileged  question. 

Mr.  Meacham.  The  resolution  I  ofler  is  simply  one  of 
inquiry,  made  in  respectful  terms,  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
there  can  be  no  objection  to  it.  K  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  is  pressed,  I  shall  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 
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Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia.  I  ask  my  friend  from  Indiana 
to  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table.  The  resolu- 
tion ought  to  go  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  the  clause 
providing  for  sending  for  persons  and  papers  ought  to  be 
stricken  out. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  would  ask  whether  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table  includes  the  motion  to  print  ? 

The  Speaker.    It  does  include  that  motion. 

Mr.  Clingman.  The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  and 
print  would  be  a  debatable  motion. 

The  Speaker.  It  would  scarcely  be  debatable  pending 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Clingman.  The  demand  for  the  previous  question 
has  not  been  seconded. 

The  Speaker.  It  could  not  be  until  there  was  a  test 
vote. 

Mr.  Clingman.  If  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  couples 
the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  with  the  motion  to  print, 
I  should  think  it  would  be  debatable. 

The  Speaker.  It  cannot  be  a  debatable  motion,  for  the 
reason  that  the  previous  question  is  demanded  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution.  The  demand  for  the  previous 
question  must  be  first  disposed  of  before  discussion  can  be 
had. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.  I  would  remark  that  no  per- 
son has  called  for  a  division  of  the  question  to  lay  upon  the 
table  and  print. 

Mr.  English.  K  I  have  the  right  to  do  so,  I  propose  to 
modify  my  motion  so  as  to  lay  the  communication  and 
resolution  upon  the  table,  and  withdraw  the  motion  to 
print. 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  has  a  right  to  modify  his 
motion  and  withdraw  the  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  English.     I  then  so  modify  my  motion. 

The  Speaker.  The  yeas  and  nays  have  not  been  ordered 
upon  the  modification  proposition. 

Mr.  Bayly,  of  Virginia.  The  proposition  being  modi- 
fied, how  does  the  previous  question  apply  ? 

The  Speaker.  The  demand  for  the  previous  question 
will  come  up,  should  the  House  refuse  to  lay  the  resolution 
upon  the  table ;  and  it  cuts  off  debate  until  the  House  de- 
termine whether  or  not  it  will  sustain  the  demand. 

Mr.  Meacham.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
modified  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
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The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  were — ^yeas  81, 
nays  84 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aiken,  James  0.  Allen,  Willis  Allen,  Thomas  H.  Bayly, 
Barksdale,  Bell,  Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridges,  Caruthers,  Gaskie,  Chand- 
ler, Chastain,  Ghrisman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Craige,  John  G.  Davis,  Dawson, 
Disnev,  Drum,  Dunbar,  Eddy,  Edgerton,  Edmundson,  John  M.  Elliott, 
Englilh,  Everhart,  Faulkn^^r,  Franklin,  Qoode,  Green,  Greenwood,  Hamil- 
ton, Sampson  W.  Harris,  Hendricks,  Hillyer,  Houston,  George  W.  Jones, 
J.  Glancy  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Keitt,  Kerr,  Kurtz,  Lamb,  Latham, 
Hacdonald,  Matteson,  Maxwell,  Millson,  Morgan,  Nichols,  Orr,  Packer, 
Pennington,  Bishop  Perkins,  John  Perkins,  Phelps,  JPringle,  Reese,  Thomas 
Ritchey,  Robbins,  Rogers,  Ruffin,  Shannon,  Shaw,  Shower,  Skelton,  George 
IV.  Smyth,  Sollers,  Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor, 
John  L.  Taylor i^athaniel  G.  Taylor,  Teller,  Trout,  Yansant,  Walbridge, 
Walker,  and  Warren — 81. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Appleton,  David  J.  Bailey,  Ball,  Bennett,  Bensou, 
Bliss,  Campbell,  Carpenter,  Chamberlain,  Chase,  Clark,  Clingman,  Cook, 
Corwin,  Cox,  Crocker,  Cullom,  Cutting,  Thomas  Davis,  Dickinson,  Ellison, 
Farley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Fuller,  Goodrich,  Goodwin,  Grey,  Grow,  Aaron 
Harlan,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Harrison,  Haven,  Hibbard,  Hiester,  Hill, 
Hughes,  Hunt,  Johnson,  Kittredge,  Knox,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lindley,  Linds- 
ley,  McDougall,  Mace,  Macy,  Maurice,  Mayall,  Meacham,  Middleswarth, 
Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Pratt, 
Puryear,  Ready,  Rowe,  Russell,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Seward,  Simmons,  Samuel  A. 
Smith,  William  R.  Smith,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Hester  L.  Stevens,  Strat- 
ton,  Thurston,  Upham,  Wade,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Israel  Washburn, 
Wells,  Tappan  Wentworth,  Westbrook,  Wheeler,  Yates,  and  Zollicoffer 
—84. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Pending  the  call. 

Mr.  Kerr  said  :  Is  it  in  order  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the 
Chair  at  this  time  ? 

The  Speaker.  Only  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Kerr.  There  seems  to  be  some  misapprehension  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  I  suppose  by  laying  the  resolution 
upon  the  table  that  we  do  not  accept  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Choate. 

The  Speaker.  The  Chair  understands  the  resignation  to 
have  been  already  received.  The  House  received  the  letter, 
and  it  was  read. 

Mr.  Kerr.  There  seems  to  be  some  diversity  of  opinion 
in  relation  to  the  matter.  My  only  desire  is,  that  it  shall 
be  understood. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Franklin.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  Chair,  if 
it  is  in  order  to  move  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  select  com- 
mittee already  in  existence  upon  the  subject  of  the  Smith- 
sonian fund  ? 

The  Speaker.     The  demand  for  the  previous  question 
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cuts  off  any  motion,  until  the  House  determine  whether 
they  will  second  the  demand. 

Mr.  Franklin.  I  give  notice  that  I  shall  make  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  these  papers  to  the  select  committee  already 
existing  upon  the  subject  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  which 
has  this  matter  in  charge,  and  is  expecting  to  make  a  re(>ort 
upon  it  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Washburn,  of  Maine,  demanded  tellers  on  the  sec- 
ond to  the  demand  for  the  previous  question  ;  which  were 
ordered  ;  and  Messrs.  Grey  and  Walker  were  appointed. 

The  House  was  then  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported — 
ayes  74,  noes  72.  , 

So  there  was  a  second ;  and  the  main  question  was  then 
ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, 

Mr.  Prinqle  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
afiimative — ^yeas  93,  nays  91 ;  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abercrombie,  Appleton,  David  J.  Bailey,  Ball,  Banks, 
Bennett,  Benson,  Bristow,  Bugg,  Campbell,  Oarpenter,  Ohamberlainy 
Chase,  Clark,  Cook,  Corwin,  Crocker,  Cullom,  Curtis,  Cutting,  Thomas 
Davis,  Dawson,  DeWitt,  Dickinson,  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Edman£,  Ellison, 
Etheridge,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Fuller,  Goodrich,  Goodwin,  Grow, 
Aaron  Harlan,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Haven,  Henn,  Hiester,  Hill,  Hughes, 
Hunt,  Johnson,  Kittredge,  Knox,  Latham,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lindley,  Linds- 
ley,  McDougall,  Mace,  Macy,  Matteson,  Maurice,  Mayall,  Meacham,  Mid- 
dlcswarth,  Murray,  Norton,  Andrew  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  John  Perkins, 
Pratt,  Preston,  Puryear,  Ready,  David  Ritchie,  Rowe,  Russell,  Sabin,  Sapp, 
Simmons,  Singleton,  William  R.  Smith,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Hester  L. 
Stevens,  Stratton,  Thurston,  Upham,  Wade,  Walsh,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne, 
Israel  Washburn,  Wells,  Tappan  Wentworth,  Westbrook,  Wheeler,  Yates, 
and  Zollicoffer— 98. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aiken,  James  C.  Allen,  Willis  Allen,  Belcher,  Bocock, 
Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridges,  Caruthers,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Chastain, 
Chrisman,  Clingman,  Cobb,  Colquitt,  Cox,  Craige,  John  G.  Davis,  Dunbar, 
Eddy,  Edmundson,  English,  Everhart,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Franklin, 
Ooode,  Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamilton,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Hillyer,  Hous- 
ton, IngersoU,  George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Keitt, 
Kerr,  Kurtz,  Lamb,  Macdonald,  McMuUin,  McQueen,  Maxwell,  Smith 
Miller,  MilUon,  Morj^an,  Nichols,  Olds,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Orr,  Packer, 
Pennington,  Bishop,  Perkins,  Phelps,  Powell,  Pringle,  Reese,  Richardson, 
Thomas  Ritchey,  Robbins,  Rogers,  Ruffin,  Sas^e,  Seward,  Shannon,  Shaw, 
Shower,  Skelton,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth,  SoUers,  Frederick 
P.  Stanton,  Straub,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  John  L.  Taylor, 
Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Teller,  Trout,  Vansant,  and  Walker— 91. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Meacham.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
<?onsider  upon  the  table. 
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Mr.  Florence.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  94,  nays  82 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abercrombie,  James  C.  Allen,  Appleton,  David  J.  Bai- 
ley, Ball,  Banks,  Barksdale,  Barry,  Bennett,  Benson,  Bristow,  Bugg, 
Campbell,  Carpenter,  Chamberlain,  Chase,  Clark,  Cook,  Cor  win,  Crocker, 
Thomas  Davis,  Dawson,  DeWitt,  Dickinson,  Eastman,  Edgerton,  Edmands, 
Ellison,  Etheridge,  Farley,  Fenton,  Flagler,  Fuller,  Goodrich,  Goodwin, 
Grow,  Aaron  Harlan,  Sampson  W.  Harris,  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Hastings, 
Haven,  Henn,  Hiestcr,  Hill,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Johnson,  Kittredgo,  Knox, 
Latham,  Letcher,  Lilly,  Lindsley,  McDougall,  Macn,  Macy,  Matteson, 
Maurice,  Mayall,  Meacham,  Middleswarth,  Murray,  Noble,  Norton,  An- 
drew Oliver,  Mordecai  Oliver,  Parker,  Peck,  Bishop  Perkins,  John  Per- 
kins, Pratt,  Puryear,  Ready,  David  Ritchie,  Rowe,  Sabin,  Sapp,  Seward, 
Simmons,  Singleton,  William  R.  Smith,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  Hestor  L. 
Stevens,  Stratton,  Thurston,  Upham,  Wade,  Ellihu  B.  Washburne,  Israel 
Washburn,  Wells,  Tappan  Wentworth,  Westbrook,  Wheeler,  and  Yates  • 

NAYS— Messrs.  Willis  Allen,  Thomas  H  Bayly,  Belcher,  Bell,  Bocock, 
Boyce,  Breckinridge,  Bridges,  Caskie,  Chandler,  Cbastain,  Chrisman,  Cobb, 
Colquitt,  Craige,  John  G.  Davis,  Drum,  Dunbar,  Eddy,  Edmundson,  John 
M.  Elliott,  English,  Everhart,  Faulkner,  Florence,  Franklin,  Goode, 
Greenwood,  Grey,  Hamilton,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Hillyer,  IngersoU, 
George  W.  Jones,  J.  Glancy  Jones,  Roland  Jones,  Keitt,  Kerr,  Kurtz, 
Lamb,  Lewis,  Macdonald,  McMuUin,  McQueen,  Maxwell,  Smith  Miller, 
Millson,  Morgan,  Nichols,  Olds,  Orr,  Packer,  Pennington,  Phelps,  Pringle, 
Reese,  Thomas  Ritchcy,  Robbins,  Rogers,  Ruffin,  Sage,  Shannon,  Shaw, 
Shower,  Skelton,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  William  Smith,  George  W.  Smyth, 
Frederick  P.  Stanton,  Straub,  Andrew  Stuart,  John  J.  Taylor,  John  L. 
Taylor,  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  Teller,  Trout,  Vansant,  Walker,  Walsh, 
Warren,  and  Witte— 82. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

House  of  Representatives,  January  18, 1855. 

The  Speaker  announced  the  following  as  the  members  of 
the  select  committee,  raised  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
the  management  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution : 

Mr.  Upham  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Witte  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  Taylor  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Wells  of  Wisconsin,  and  Mr. 
Puryear  of  North  Carolina. 

The  Speaker.  The  Chair  would  state  that  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Meacham,]  at  whose  instance  the  com- 
raittee  was  raised,  was  not  placed  on  it  at  his  own  request. 
He  is  one  of  the  regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and 
thought  that,  under  the  circumstances,  he  ought  not  to  serve 
on  the  committee.  Had  he  not  requested  to  be  excused  from 
service,  he  would  have  been  put,  according  to  custom,  at  the 
head  of  the  committee. 
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House  of  Representatives,  February  20, 1866. 

Mr.  Upham.    I  wish,  by  the  tuianiinous  consent  of  thi 
House,  to  ask  for  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     We  have  been  ar 
work  nearly  one  month,  most  laboriously,  and  have  beei 
compelled  to  employ  a  clerk,  and  sometimes  more  than  one. 
I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  bring  my  motion  for  th' 
appointment  of  a  clerk  before  the  House,  becaose  eve 
morning  gentlemen  insisted  on  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness ;  and  I  now  ask  the  House  to  allow  that  committee 
employ  a  clerk. 

[General  cries  of  "Oh  yes — ^let  them  have  a  clerk!**] 

Mr.  Hughes.  If  the  House  give  unanimous  consent 
the  gentleman's  proposition,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  New  York,  and  others.    I  object 

Mr.  Upham.     Then  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended, 
to  enable  me  to  submit  my  proposition. 

The  Speaker  pro  tempore.    That  cannot  be  done,  as  the 
is  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  pending. 

Mr.  Hughes.    I  now  renew  my  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

House  of  Representatives,  February  27, 1855. 

The  House  being  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tb 
state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  \Vm.  H.  English,  of  Indiana,  said: 

I  propose  occupying  the  attention  of  the  committee 
for  a  short  time  in  submitting  some  practical  remarks 
in  reference  to  the  present  condition  and  management 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  It  is  not  a  subject,  sir, 
the  introduction  of  which  into  Congress  has  received  any 
favor  from  me.  I  regretted  to  see  it  brought  here;  ana 
when  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Meacham,!  upon  a 
late  occasion,  introduced  a  resolution  to  raise  a  special  com- 
mittee of  inquiry,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  oppose  its  adoption. 
I  knew  that  such  an  examination  woula  be  attended  with 
expense,  and  a  consumption  of  time  which  at  that  late 
period  of  the  session,  could  not  well  be  spared  fix>m  other 
and  more  important  public  business — ^that  it  would  tend  to 
irritate  the  teelings  of  gentlemen  heretofore  or  now  con- 
nected with  the  institutton,  and,  in  a  word,  might  do  evil, 
but  oould  not  result  in  practical  good.  My  knowledge  of 
the  subjoct  satisfied  me  that  nothing  had  occurred  to  demand 
the  raising  of  a  $[>ecial  committee,  clothed  with  power  to 
send  for  i^rsons  and  papers,  thus  giving  to  the  "■'  •  -  ^ 
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and  diBsatiafied  an  opfiortunity  of  asgailing  the  institution 
or  ita  officers  at  the  public  expense. 

Sir,  I  felt  conscious  then,  as  I  do  now,  that  the  maiiage- 
mcDt  has  been  such  in  all  material  respects  as  ought  to  elicit 
commendation.  This  I  may  say  with  the  greater  propriety 
and  freedom,  for  the  reason  that  the  causes  which  led  to  this 
investigation  originated  and  were  fully  developed  before  my 
connection  with  the  institution  as  a  regent;  a  position,  I 
may  add,  supposed  to  be  of  some  honor,  but  certainly  one 
■of  considerable  labor,  much  responsibility,  and  no  pecuniary 
benefit  whatever. 

That  the  management  of  an  institution  having  so  large 
an  endowment,  and  a  design  so  comprehensive,  should  occa- 
sion ditference  of  opinion  and  difficulty  is  not  surprising  in 
the  least.  It  would  be  more  aurprieing  were  it  otherwise. 
"Whilst  all  concur  in  desiring  the  accomplishment  of  the 
ffreat  object  Smithson  had  in  view — "The  increase  and  dif- 
nision  of  knowledge  among  men" — the  wisest  and  best  may 
well  differ  as  to  the  proper  means  to  be  used  to  attain  that 
end. 

Although  not  entirely  approving  all  that  has  been  done,  I 
must  say,  in  view  of  the  vastneaa  of  the  subject,  and  that 
Congress  was  ten  years  in  adopting  even  the  outlines  of  a 
plan,  that  the  present  condition  of  the  institution  is  not 
only  encouraging,  but  a  subject  of  congratulation  rather 
than  of  censure,  to  those  charged  with  the  management  of 
its  affairs.  Sir,  I  oek  where  there  has  been  any  material 
departure  from  the  act  of  Congress  or  the  will  of  Smithson  ? 
fiave  the  funds  been  squandered  or  improperly  applied?  la 
ibe  institution  in  debt  or  its  income  exhausted?  Have  the 
officers  neglected  their  duty?  Is  there  corruption  or  im- 
|)ropcr  conduct  in  anj-  quarter?  Sir,  it  is  an  easy  matter  to 
criticise,  to  find  fault,  to  indulge  in  loose  statements  and 
undefined  insinuations,  but  I  have  yet  to  hear  alleged  any 
Just  and  definite  canse  of  complaint.  Look  at  the  financial 
department,  where  corruption  would  most  likely  exist,  if  it 
existed  at  all,  and  you  will  find  the  gratifying  fact  that  it 
lias  been  so  judiciouslj'  managed  that  after  paying  all  the 
■current  expenses  the  funds  and  property  are  thvi  day  actually 
morth  double  the  amount  of  the.  original  bequest.  Where,  sir,  in 
this  age  of  extravagant  expenditure  of  public  money  and 
deficiency  bills,  will  you  find  a  parallel  to  this? 

The  regents  are  authorized  to  expend  all  the  accruing  in- 
terest, but,  so  far  from  doing  this,  they  have,  by  husbanding 
the  resources  and  by  constant  watchfulness  over  the  disburse- 
I,  actually  saved  the  sum  of  $130,000,  which  they  have 
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now  on  hand  to  apply  as  a  permanent  addition  to  the  principal* 
What,  then,  is  the  result?  A  magnificent  building,  of  ample 
dimensions,  has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  $300,000.  Books, 
apparatus,  and  other  articles  have  been  provided  for  the 
library,  museum,  laboratory,  and  gallery  of  art,  worth 
$85,000.  Lecturers  have  been  employed,  original  researches 
made,  many  valuable  scientific  works  published  and  dis- 
tributed, the  current  expenses  entirely  paid,  and  yet  the 
principal  is  increased  $130,000.  And  of  the  interest  ex- 
pended I  have  yet  to  hear  where  one  dollar  was  devoted  to 
an  improper  purpose.  Does  this  look  as  if  the  institution 
was  badly  managed? 

If  I  am  asked,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  the  institution  has 
done  to  carry  out  the  object  for  which  it  was  designed,  I 
reply  that  it  has  not  had  time  to  do  much.  It  is  in  its 
infancy.  The  building  is  but  just  completed,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  a  great  establishment  which  is  to  exist 
as  long  as  this  Government  itself,  is  to  be  built  up  in  a  day. 
The  foundation  is  being  laid  deep  and  wide,  and  the  noble 
work  will  gradually  but  surely  advance. 

But,  sir,  I  think  it  can  be  shown  that  something  has 
already  been  accomplished;  that  a  good  beginning,  at  least, 
has  been  made,  especially  in  view  of  the  limited  annual  in- 
come, which  from  the  original  fund,  is  less  than  $31,000. 
Why,  a  single  report  of  the  Patent  Office  costs  three  times 
as  much  as  the  entire  income  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  for  a 
year. 

Sir,  the  official  report  to  be  made  at  the  present  session 
of  Congress  will  show  that  "  liberal  provision  has  been  made 
for  a  library,  museum,  and  gallery  of  art,  in  the  construction 
of  a  building  which  has  cost  $300,000.  A  library  has  been 
commenced,  and  means  devised  for  its  extension,  which  at 
present  is  valued  at  $40,000. 

"A  museum,  the  most  complete  to  be  found  in  the  United 
States,  in  the  natural  history  of  the  North  American  conti- 
nent, has  been  collected,  which  is  valued  at  not  less  than 
$30,000. 

"A  cabinet  of  apparatus,  consisting  of  instruments  of 
illustration  and  research,  which  is  worth  more  than  $15,000, 
has  been  obtained. 

"A  beginning  has  been  made  of  a  gallery  of  art,  consist- 
sisting  of  a  choice  collection  of  a  series  of  specimens  of  en- 
gravings of  the  old  masters." 

A  correspondence  has  been  opened  and  friendly  relations 
established  with  most  of  the  leading  colleges  and  literary 
institutions,  not  only  in  this  country,  but   throughout  the 
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world,  thus  securing  scientific  co-operation,  and  often  an  ex- 
change of  valuable  researches  and  publications.  Such  rela- 
tions exist  with  no  less  than  three*  hundred  and  forty-two 
foreign  institutions,  scattered  over  Sweden,  Norway,  Iceland, 
Denmark,  Russia,  Holland,  Germany,  Switzerland,  Belgium, 
Prance,  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  South 
America,  Mexico,  and  even  Greece,  Turkey,  Africa,  Asia, 
and  Van  Dieman's  Land.  Lectures  upon  popular  and  scien- 
tific subjects  have  been  regularly  delivered  at  the  institution 
daring  the  sessions  of  Congress,  and  have  been  open  to  ^^all 
men,"  free  of  charge.  Original  researches  have  been  stimu- 
lated, and  many  valuable  memoirs  upon  scientific  subjects 
{)ablished  and  distributed  to  all  the  principal  libraries  and 
earned  societies  in  the  world.  To  show  conclusively  what 
has  already  been  done  in  this  direction,  I  will  give  a  list  of 
some  of  the  publications,  premising,  in  the  language  of  the 
secretary  of  the  board,  that  ^Hhe  institution  up  to  this  time 
has  scarcely  published  a  single  paper  the  production  of  which 
has  not  been  stimulated  and  assisted,  or  whose  character  has 
not  been  improved  by  the  agency  of  the  institution ;  and,  as 
a  whole,  they  are  such  as  could  not  have  been  given  to  the 
world  without  the  aid  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest."  They 
are  the  products  of  American  genius,  and  have  reflected  the 
highest  honor  on  American  science: 

WORKS  FTTBLIBHXD  BT  THE  8MITBS0XIAH  IITBTITUTIOV. 

Quarto  Volumes. 

Smithioiiiaii  Contributions  to  Knowledge.    184S.  Vol.  I,  4^,  pp.  846,  with 

48  plates  and  207  woodcuts. 
Smiths«»nian  Contributions  to  Knowletlge.    1851.  Vol.  II,  4^,  pp.  464,  and 

24  plates. 
Bmithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge.    1852.  Vol.  Ill,  4^,  pp.  564,  and 

S5  plates. 
Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge.    1852.  Vol.  lY,  4^,  pp.  426. 
Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge.    1858.  Vol.  V,  4^,  pp.  588,  and 

45  plates. 
Smithionian  Contributions  to  Knowledge.    1854.  Vol.  Y I,  4^,  pp.  476,  and 

53  plates. 

Mathematics  and  Physics, 

The  Law  of  Deposit  of  the  Flood  Tide :  iu  dynamical  action  and  ofice 
Bt  Charles  Henry  Davis,  Lieutenant  United  States  Navy. 

'OD^rvations  on  Terrestrial  Magnetism  :  By  John  Locke,  M.  D.,  M.  A. 
P.  S- 

E«s«arcbes  on  Electrical  Bheometry :  By  A.  SeochL 

A.  strofiomy, 
Six  Memoirs  upon  the  Occulations  Yisible  in  the  United  SUtcs  doHng 
ir*  Tear*  from  1848  to  1853.  inclusive.     Computed  under  the  direction  of 
li*  -JEiihioiiisn  Institution :  By  John  Downes.     1848.     ^**v£P- J^  — 
£«*-*rcbes  Relative  to  the  Planet  Neptune :   By  Sears  C.  ''^•^•^•••J' 
Ep&cmeris  of  Neptune  for  the  OppociUon  ot  1848:  By  Sean  Q.  WslMr» 
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Ephemeris  of  the  Planet  Neptune  from  the  Date  of  the  Lalande  Obaem 
tions  of  May  8  and  10,  1796,  and  for  the  Oppositions  of  1846, 1847, 1848,  an< 
1849:  By  Sears  G.  Walker,  Esq. 

Three  Memoirs  upon  the  Ephemeris  of  the  Planet  Neptune  for  the  yearc 
1850,  1851,  and  1852. 

On  the  History  of  the  Discovery  of  the  Planet  Neptune :  By  B.  A.  Gkm! 
Jr.     1860. 

Meteorology. 

On  the  Winds  of  the  Northern  Hemisphere :  By  Professor  J.  H.  Coffin 
November,  1853.    4^,  pp.  200,  and  13  plates. 

Directions  for  Meteorological  Observations,  intended  for  the  First 
of  Observers :  By  Arnold  Guyot. 

A  Collection  of  Meterological  Tables,  with  other  tables  useful  in  Practi< 
Meteorology :  Prepared  by  order  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  by  Amol 
Guyot. 

Chemistry  and  Technology. 

Memoir  on  the  Ezplosiveness  of  Nitre,  with  a  view  to  elucidate  its 
in  the  tremendous  explosion  of  July,  1845,  in  New  York :  By  Robert 
M.  D. 

On  Becent  Improvements  in  the  Chemical  Arts :  By  Professor  Jsmet  0 
Booth  and  Campbell  Morfit. 

Geography^  Ethnology^  and  Philology. 

Ancient  Monuments  of  the  Mississippi  Valley ;  comprising  the  reaulti  oc 
extensive  original  surveys  and  explorations :  By  E.  G.  Squier,  A  M.,  ani 
E.  H.  Davis,  M.  D.;  pp.  346,  48  plates,  and  207  woodcuts. 

Aboriginal  Monuments  of  the  State  of  New  York ;  comprising  the  resai 
of  original  surveys  and  explorations ;  with  an  illustrative  appendix :  By  S* 
G.  Squier,  A.  M.     1850;  pp.  188,  14  plates,  and  72  woodcuts. 

Dc»cription  of  Ancient  Works  in  Ohio :   By  Charles  Whittlesey.     1851— 

Catalogue  of  Portraits  of  North  American  Indians,  with  sketches  o9 
scenery,  etc. 

Contributions  to  the  Physical  G^graphy  of  the  United  States.  Part  I. 
On  the  Physical  Geography  of  the  Mississippi  Yallev,  with  suggestions  f4 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  other  rivers :  By  Oharl 
Ellet,  Jr.,  Civil  Engineer. 

On  the  Vocal  Sounds  of  Laura  Bridgeman,  the  Blind  Deaf  Mute  at 
ton:  compared  with  the  Elements  of  Phonetic  Language:  By  Dr.  Frmncla- 
Lieber. 

A  Grammar  and  Dictionary  of  the  Dakota  Language :  Collected  by  the 
members  of  the  Dakota  Mission ;  edited  by  Rev.  S.  R.  Ri^gs,  A.M.,  Mia* 
sionary  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 

Vocabulary  of  the  Jargon  of  Trade  Language  of  Oregon :  By  Dr.  B. 
Rush  Mitchell,  U.  S.  N.;  with  additions  by  Professor  W.  W.  Turner. 

Microscopical  Science. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Soundings  made  by  the  United  States  Goaat 
Survey  off  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States :  By  Professor  J.  W. 
Bailey. 

Microscopical  Observations  made  in  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 
Florida:  By  Professor  J.  W.  Bailey. 

Notes  on  New  Species  and  Localities  of  Microscopical  Organisms:  By 
Professor  J.  W.  Bailey. 

A  Flora  and  Fauna  within  Living  Animals :  By  Joseph  Leidy,  M.  D. 
April,  1858. 

Zoology  and  Physiology. 

The  Classification  of  Insects  from  Embryological  Data:  By  Proftnor 
Ijouis  Agassiz.     1850. 
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Catalogue  of  the  Described  Goleoptera  of  the  United  States :  By  Fred- 
erick Ernst  Melsheimer,  M.  D.  Revised  by  S.  S.  Haldeman  and  «J .  L.  Le 
Conte. 

Synopeis  of  the  Marine  Invertebrata  of  Grand  Hanan,  or  the  Region 
About  the  mouth  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  New  Brunswick  :  Hj  W.  Stimnson. 

Contributions  to  the  Natural  History  of  the  Fresh  Water  Fishes  of  North 
America :  By  Charles  Girard. 

Anatomy  of  the  Nervous  System  of  Rana  pipienSf  L.:  By  Jeffries  Wyman, 
H.  D. 

Catalogue  of  North  American  Reptiles,  in  the  museum  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.     Part  I.-— SerpenU :  By  S.  F.  Baird  and  C.  Girard. 

Botany. 

Planttt  WriehtianfB  Texano-Neo  Mexicante :  By  Asa  Gray,  M.  D.  Part 
I — pp.  146,  and  10  plates. 

Plants  WrightianfB  Texano-Neo  Hexicanaa.  Part  II. — An  account  of  a 
collection  of  plants,  made  by  Charles  Wright,  in  Western  Texas,  New 
Mexico,  and  Sonora,  in  the  years  1851  and  1852 :  By  Asa  Gray,  M.  D. — 
pp.  120,  and  4  plates. 

Nereis  Boreali -Americana,  or  Contributions  to  a  Historyof  the  Marine 
Algss  of  North  America.  Part  I. — Melanospermesa :  By  William  Henry 
Harvey,  M.  D.,  M.  K.  I.  A.;  pp.  152  and  12  colored  plates. 

Nereis  Boreali-Americana,  or  Contributions  to  a  History  of  the  Marine 
Algas  of  North  America.  Part  II. — Rhodospermsa :  By  William  H. 
Harvey,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  I.  A.;  pp.  262,  and  24  plates,  colored. 

Plants  FrtoontiansB ;  or  descriptions  of  plants  collected  by  Colonel  J. 
C.  Fremont  in  California :  By  John  Torrey,  F.  L.  S.  1858 ;  pp.  24,  and  10 
plates. 

Observations  on  the  Baits  Maritima  of  Linnteus :  By  John  Torrey, 
F.  L.  8. 

On  the  Darlingtonia  Calif ornica;  a  new  pitcher  plant  from  Northern 
California:  By  John  Torrey,  F.  L.  S. 

Palceoniology, 

A  Memoir  on  Mosasaurua^  and  the  three  allied  new  eenera,  Holeodus^ 
CbnosauriM,  and  Amphorasieus  :  By  Robert  W.  Gibbes,  M.  D. 

Memoir  upon  the  Extinct  Species  of  Fossil  Ox :  By  Joseph  Leidy,  M.  D. 

The  Ancient  Fauna  of  Nebraska;  or,  a  description  of  remains  of  extinct 
Mammalia  and  Chelonia  from  the  Mauvaises  Torres  of  Nebraska :  By 
Joseph  Leidy,  M.  D.;  pp.  124,  and  25  plates. 

Bibliography, 

Bibliographv  of  American  Natural  History,  for  the  year  1851:  By 
Charles  Girard. 

Notices  of  Public  Libraries  in  the  United  States :  By  Professor  C.  0. 
Jewett. 

Directions  for  Collecting,  Preserving,  and  Transporting  Specimens  of 
Natural  History.  Prepared  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Two  editions. 

These  works  are  distributed  gratuitously  to  most  of  the 
incorporated  colleges  and  libraries  in  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  leading  literary  institutions  of  other  countries.  They 
are  not  copyrighted,  and  are  sold  by  the  trade  at  a  low  rate. 

It  may  be  contended  that  researches  and  publications  of 
a  character  so  purely  scientific  are  not  calculated  directly  to 
diffuse  knowledge  among  the  ^eat  mass  of  mankind. 

This  is,  no  doubt,  to  a  certain  extent,  true,  and  I  shall  be 
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glad  to  see  the  operations  of  the  institution  made  as  plain 
and  practical  as  tne  nature  of  the  subjects  will  admit;  but 
it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  grand  object  of  the  insti- 
tution  is  to  add  to  the  sum  total  of  the  knowledge  now  exist- 
ing in  the  world,  and  to  diffuse  it  "  among  men/'  rather  than 
to  scatter  that  more  widely  which  is  already  accessible,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  to  all. 

"Scientific  researches,"  says  a  committee'of  the  Board  of 
Regents,  "are  often  supposed  by  the  uninformed  to  be  of 
little  or  no  real  importance;  and,  indeed,  are  frequently 
ridiculed  as  barren  of  all  practical  utility;  but  nothing  is 
more  mistaken  than  this.  The  most  valuable  and  productive 
of  the  arts  of  life,  the  most  important  and  wonder-working 
inventions  of  modern  times,  owe  their  being  and  value  to 
scientific  investigations.  By  these  have  been  discovered 
physical  truths  and  laws,  the  intelligent  application  of  which 
to  practical  inventions  has  given  immense  benefits  to  the 
world.  The  germs  of  these  valuable  improvements  and  in- 
ventions have  been  found  and  developed  by  scientific  research, 
the  original  forms  of  which  have  often  seemed  to  the  many 
to  be  as  idle  and  useless  as  they  were  curious.  A  proposi- 
tion relating  to  the  pendulum,  which  for  many  years  re- 
mained only  a  curious  theoretical  relation,  ultimately  fur- 
nished a  unit  for  the  standard  measures  of  states  and  nations* 
The  discovery  that  a  magnetic  needle  could  be  moved  by  a 
galvanic  current  seemed  for  a  long  time  more  curious  than 
useful,  and  yet  it  contained  the  germ  of  all  that  was  after- 
wards developed  in  the  telegraph.  It  has  been  well  remarked 
that  numerous  applications  and  inventions  always  result  from 
the  discovery  of  a  scientific  principle;  so  that  there  are  many 
Fultons  for  every  Franklin." 

Besides  this,  it  must  be  recollected  that  Smithson  restricted 
his  bequest  to  no  particular  branch  of  knowledge.  He  con- 
sidered all  intimately  connected  with  the  improvement  and 
happiness  of  the  human  family,  and  as  an  answer  to  what- 
ever may  be  said  against  the  character  of  the  publications 
of  the  institution,  it  may  be  stated  that  they  relate  to  pre- 
cisely the  same  subjects  as  those  which  occupied  the  life  of 
Smithson  himself. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  proceed  to  state  what  I  conceive  to  be  the 
true  origin  of  all  the  difficulties  that  have  existed  in  the  in- 
stitution. They  have  grown  out  of  the  question  whether 
the  income  should  be  used  to  build  up  a  library,  as  the  para- 
mount object,  or  whether  they  should  be  applied  not  only 
for  a  library,  but  for  such  other  purposes  "to  increase  and 
diffuse  knowledge"  as  would,  in  the  judgment  of  the  regents, 
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best  accord  with  the  will  of  Smithson  and  the  law  of  Con- 
gress organizing  the  institution. 

This  18  the  starting  point  of  the  whole  controversy.  It 
is  not  pretended  by  any  one  that  the  funds  have  not  been 
'expended  in  an  honest  effort  to  increase  and  diflFuse  knowl- 
•edge,  but  that  they  have  not  been  chiefly  devoted  to  a  library 
as  the  proper  instrument  to  effect  the  desired  end. 

Now,  as  this  Government  is  only  the  trustee  to  carry  out 
the  will  of  the  gentleman  whose  money  supports  the  insti- 
tution, it  becomes  important  to  examine  into  the  nature  of 
that  instrument,  for  the  law  declares  its  true  intent  to  be  to 
carry  out  "the  will  of  the  liberal  and  enlightened  donor.'* 
Sir,  what  is  that  will  ?  I  ask  gentlemen  to  read  it,  and  answer 
whether  there  is  anything  indicating  that  a  library  was  re- 
garded as  the  paramount  object,  which,  like  the  rod  of  Aaron, 
was  to  swallow  up  everything  else  ?  The  bequest,  in  the 
language  of  the  testator,  is  "  to  found  at  Washington  an  estab- 
Ushment  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution^  for  the 
increase  and  dijffusion  of  IcnowUdge  among  men."  I  submit  that 
to  devote  the  money  of  Smithson  to  the  building  up  of  a 
library  as  a  paramount  object  would  neither  carry  out  the 
letter  nor  the  spirit  of  his  will.  The  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  such  an  expenditure  would  necessarily  be  local  in  its 
•character,  and,  instead  of  being  useful  to  "men"  in  the  com- 
prehensive sense  used  by  Smithson,  would  enure  to  the  benefit 
of  citizens  of  Washington,  and  the  privileged  and  fortunate 
few  who  might  from  time  to  time  visit  the  capital.  Such 
an  expenditure,  in  my  judgment,  neither  accords  with  the 
•evident  intent  of  the  will  or  the  character  and  sentiments 
•of  the  man  who  made  it.  He  did  not  bequeath  his  fortune 
to  found  a  library  alone,  or  to  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge 
among  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  much  less  among 
the  residents  and  visitors  of  Washington,  but  "among 
men  '* — men  of  all  classes  and  everywhere,  and  to  increase 
4ind  diffuse  every  species  of  human  knowledge. 

James  Smithson,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  a  foreigner — the 
natural  son  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  and  of  Eliza- 
beth, the  niece  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset — but  he  was  not 
possessed  of  that  intolerant  spirit — that  species  of  religious 
fanaticism  and  sectional  prejudice  which,  I  regret  to  see,  is 
-entertained  by  many  of  our  own  nation.  A  truly  wise  and 
enlightened  people  should  not  arrogate  to  themselves  a  supe- 
riority in  all  things  over  every  other  part  of  the  world,  and 
wrap  themselves  in  a  rigid  exclusiveness  like  the  Japanese, 
but  should  rather  pursue  that  policy  which  would  gather 
from  other  nations  their  best  and  most  valuable  citizens. 
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arts,  and  inventions.  A  Chinese  map  of  the  world  consists 
of  China;  other  countries,  if  indicated  at  all,  occupjnng  no 
larger  space  than  that  usually  allotted  to  the  smaller  class 
of  islands.  The  wild  Indians  and  the  roving  Tartars  con- 
sider the  customs  of- their  respective  tribes  or  clans  the  per- 
fection of  human  life,  and  regard  with  savage  suspicion  all 
who  do  not  judt^e  of  perfection  by  their  standard;  and,  in 
fact,  every  savage,  and  most  all  half-civilized  people,  think 
that  within  the  boundaries  of  their  own  country  are  to  be 
found  all  virtue,  intelligence,  heroism,  and  happiness.  They 
are  ever  jealous  of  strangers,  {foreigners^)  deny  them  all  po- 
litical rights,  and  sometimes  persecute  them  to  the  death. 

Sir,  I  have  some  place  read  an  account  of  a  visit  paid  by 
the  officers  of  a  French  vessel  to  an  African  chief  in  th^- 
wilds  of  his  native  country.     His  sable  majesty,  plentifully^ 
besmeared  with  grease,  seated  on  a  log  for  a  throne,  an 
wonderfully  impressed  with  the  vast  superiority  of  every 
thing  and  everybody  within  his  own  dominions,  eagerly  in 

;uired  of  the  officers  whether  he  was  much  talked  about  in  France^    ■ 
have  met  some  hien  in  this  country — even  the  sons  o 
foreigners — equally  puffed  up  in  selt-importance  with  th 
idea  that  America  is  the  world,  and  they  the  chief  instru 
ments  in  *' governing  America."    No  man  can  have  a  mo 
exalted  opinion  of  this  Republic  than  I,  for  it  is  my  nativ 
land,  but  I  shall  not,  therefore,  be  blinded  to  the  merit  o 
those  whose  destiny  it  happened  to  be  to  come  into  the  worl 
elsewhere,  and  especially  those  who,  from  choice,  have 
lected  this  as  their  permanent  home;  neither  shall  I  forge 
how  much  our  own  career  of  greatness  and  glory  has  bee 
facilitated  by  emigration.     Most  sincerely  do  I  trust  tha 
narrow  bigotry,  sectional  prejudice,  and  barbarian  exclusiv 
ness  will  never  control  the  destinies  of  the  United  States 
Mr.  Chairman,  James  Smithson  was  elevated  for  abov 
all  selfish,  narrow-contracted,  sectional  views.     lie  is  b 
lieved  never  to  have  set  his  foot  on  our  soil,  and  yet  h 
passes  the  splendid  monarchies  of  the  Old  World,  and  in 
trusts,  with  contidence  unqualified,  to  the  honor  of  repu 
lican  America,  the  dispensation  of  his  bequest  for  the  good 
of  all  men.     Of  noble  descent  himself,  and  of  ample  fortune^ 
his  sympathies  were  not  alone  with  those  of  his  own  class^ 
or  his  own  country,  but  with  "  men,"  without  limit  or  restrict 
tion.     lie  declares  in  exalted  language,  which  deserves  to 
be  written  in  letters  of  gold,  that  "the  man  of  science  is  of^ 
no  country ;  the  world  is  his  country,  and  all  men  his  country- 
men."   Though  he  could  boast  that  tlie  best  blood  of  England 
flowed  in  his  veins,  yet  he  said  that  availed  him  not,  for  hia 
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•aid  live  in  the  memory  of  men  when  the  titles  of 
bLamberlands  and  Percies  were  extinct  or  forgotten, 
e  language  used  in  the  bequest  corresponds  with 
^ht  naturally  be  expected  from  one  possessing  the 
views  of  Smithson. 

reat  ideas  of  the  will  are  those  of  increase  and  vni" 
leJU.  The  benefit  is  not.  for  one  nation,  but  for 
-who  make  up  all  nations.  It  is  for  mankind — ^for 
y.  The  truths  of  science  admit  of  universal  appli- 
A  truth  that  tends  to  enlarge  and  to  elevate  the 
discovery  that  furnishes  a  new  power,  or  makes  a 
lication  of  an  old  one,  to  administer  in  a  greater 
>  the  wants  of  men ;  a  fact  that  opens  to  the  analytic 
new  source  of  evidence  to  determine  what  before 
Dtful,  are  blessings  for  a  world, 
hairman,  it  is  contended  by  some  that  the  act  of 
J  organizing  the  institution  contemplated  a  library 
swiing  and  paramount  object  of  the  plan.  Sir,  I  do 
iderstand  the  law.  I  am  unable  to  nnd  anything  in 
conflicts  with  the  will  of  Smithson.  The  object 
iw  is  declared  to  be  to  carry  out  his  wishes  as  ex- 
n  the  will.  It  provides  a  general  outline  for  the 
1  of  the  trust,  but  necessarfiy  leaves  much  to  the 
t  of  the  regents,  who  are  intrusted  with  the  general 
nent  of  the  institution.  It  mentions  a  library,  mu- 
;.,  as  objects  to  be  regarded,  but  does  not  require 
he  income  shall  be  applied  to  the  objects  specially 
jd,  or  a  particular  amount  to  any  one  of  them;  and 
1  section  expressly  authorizes  the  regents  to  make 
Dosition  of  the  income,  not  required  to  carry  out  the 
18  specified  elsewhere  in  the  act,  "as  they  shall  deem 
ed  for  the  promotion  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator,*' 
irpose  is  declared  in  the  title  of  the  act  to  be  "  to 
the  Smithsonian  Institution^  (not  Library^)  for  the 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.*' 
.w  does  not  specify  the  sum  that  shall  be  expended 
3  museum,  or  any  of  the  objects  mentioned.  No 
is  required  to  be  annually  applied  to  a  library,  but 
a  limitation  that  it  shall  not  exceed  a  certain  sum. 
e  less,  much  less,  but  in  no  event  more.  Pains  seem 
been  taken  to  secure,  for  all  time,  the  services  of 
2n  of  talent  and  standing  upon  the  Board  of  Regents, 
'  are  wisely  and  necessarily  intrusted  with  some  dis- 
n  the  expenditure  of  the  income  and  the  general 
nent  of  the  affairs  of  the  institution.  Take,  as  an 
,  the  item  of  books.     They  are  an  article  of  trade. 
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and  their  prices  fluctuate  in  the  market  as  other  articles  of 
merchandise ;  one  year  it  might  be  expedient  to  make  lar^ 
purchases,  and  another  less.  AVho  is  to  determine?  Surely 
the  Board  of  Regents  would  best  know  what  to  buy,  when, 
and  in  what  quantities,  and  the  law  very  properly  confers 
upon  them  such  discretion.  It  does  not  require  the  rapid 
accumulation  of  a  library ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  expressly 
provides,  in  th^  eighth  section,  "for  the  ^rrodi^aZ  formation 
of  a  library,  composed  of  valuable  works ;"  and  that,  sir,  is 
exactly  what  I  understand  to  be  the  wish  and  design  of  a 
majority  of  the  present  Board.  Why,  sir,  the  institution 
has  already,  by  purchase  and  through  the  medium  of  ex- 
changes, collected  fourteen  thousand  volumes  and  eleven 
thousand  parts  of  volumes,  estimated  to  be  worth  $40,000; 
and  if  any  regent  or  officer  contemplates  the  abandonment 
of  the  gradvm  formation  of  a  library  of  valuable  works,  as 
prescribed  in  the  act  of  Congress,  I  am  ignorant  of  the  feet, 
and  believe  no  such  disposition  is  entertained. 

While  I  am  opposed  to  making  the  library  the  principcd 
and  controlling  feature  of  the  institution,  I  regard  it  as  (me 
of  the  important  instruments  to  be  used  in  accomplishing 
the  desired  end,  and  hold  that  it  ought  neither  to  be  aban- 
doned  nor  neglected.  This  was  my  opinion  in  the  begin- 
ning.   It  is  my  decided  opinion  now. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  understand  that  even  the  distinguished 
secretary  of  the  institution,  Professor  Henry,  who  is  gener- 
ally supposed  to  be  hostile  to  what  is  commonly  called  the 
library  plan — especially  favored  by  Mr.  Choate  and  Pro- 
fessor Jewett — to  differ  essentially,  or  even  materially,  from 
my  position  upon  this  subject. 

Professor  Henry,  in  a  late  communication,  solemnly  as- 
sures the  board  that,  so  long  as  the  present  law  of  Congress 
remains  unchanged,  and  until  other  means  can  be  afforded 
for  their  support,  he  has  no  idea  of  proposing  to  dispense 
with  a  library,  museum,  or  gallery  of  art.  He  expressly 
says,  "A  library  such  as  the  institution  may  collect  by  its 
exchanges,  and  judicious  purchases,  and  a  museum  of  spe- 
cial objects  of  research,  though  not  absolutely  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  active  operations,  would  form  one  harmonious 
system, land  could  be  properly  supported  by  the  present  in- 
come.'' 

I  repeat,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  is  no  disposition  to 
destroy  the  plan  of  a  library  such  as  the  law  contemplates, 
but  there  is  a  disposition  to  prevent  a  library  from  overtop- 
ping and  destroying  other  measures  of  equal  or  greater  im- 
portance to  the  success  of  the  institution — ana  this  is  the 
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whole  issue.  Sir,  I  am  sure  it  is  the  sineere  wish  of  those 
<;barged  with  the  management  of  this  institution,  to  con- 
duct  its  afiairs  in  such  manner  as  will  further  the  interests 
of  science,  and  be  productive  of  the  ^eatest  amount  of  good. 
It  is  their  chief  desire  to  carry  out,  in  good  faith,  the  design 
of  the  noble  and  generous  Smithson,  and  the  act  of  Congress 
made  in  furtherance  of  his  toiU.  Where  that  law  is  clear,  it 
is  implicitly  followed;  where  doubts  exist,  4;hat  mode  of  ac- 
tion is  adopted  best  calculated,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
regents;  "  to  carry  out  the  design  of  the  liberal  and  enlight- 
ened donor;"  which  design,  in  the  clearest  language,  is  de- 
clared to  be,  "  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
amonff  men."  Is  it  at  all  likely  that  such  a  high  trust 
would  be  abused  by  a  Board  of  Kegents  presided  over  by 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Uilited  States,  and  composed  of 
such  men  as  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Berrien,  Mr.  Hawley,  Mr. 
Pearce,  Mr.  Douglas,  Mr.  Mason,  Professor  Bache,  General 
Totten,  and  others  of  much  less  name  but  of  equally  good 
intentions  ? 

It  may  be  that  the  operations  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion have  not  attracted  the  public  eye,  or  made  a  favorable 
impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  popular  masses ;  but  I 
liave  confidence  in  their  judgment,  and  believe  the  reverse 
tx)  be  true.    Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  wherever 
science  and  literature  are  cultivated,  the  institution  is  be- 
"•ooming  favorably  known,  and  it  is  receiving  the  warmest 
recommendations  of  gentlemen  of  the  highest  standing  and 
'Knost  exalted  scholastic  attainments. 

I  might  adduce  much  evidence  to  sustain  this  assertion, 
"fcut  believe  the  following  will  be  considered  ample  and  con- 
-^^lusive.     The  first  extract  I  shall  read  is  from  a  memorial 
:^'ecently  presented  to  this  House  from  the  American  Pbilo- 
^Bophical  Society.     "  It  appears  to  them,"  say  the  memorial- 
:^sts,  "  that  the  institution  has  been,  since  its  establishment, 
•^ver  honestly  and  wisely  administered,  and  the  funds  ex- 
j)ended  to  the  best  advantage  in  the  fulfillment  of  the  pur- 
poses of  the  trust.     Your  memorialists  believe  that,  by  di- 
verting the  funds  of  the  said  institution  to  the  formation  of 
-»  public  library,  its  power  of  diffusing  knowledge  among 
:inen  will  be  materially  diminished,  and   that  of  increasing 
Ivuowledge   entirely  destroyed.     Our  country  abounds  in 
men   witli  intellects   adequate  to   the  discovery  of   new 
truths,  and  with  tastes  and  educations  which  fit  them  for 
the  development  and  beneficial  application  of  all  discov- 
eries; but  is,  on  the  other  hand,  deficient  in  the  means  of 
encouraging  such  men  to  devote  their  time  and  energies  to 
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irsuits,  and  of  publishing  their  results  to  the  world* 

.  this  account  much  useful  knowledge,  for  which  we 

to  have  the  credit,  is  published  in  foreign  coantries, 

jures  to  the  honor  and  advantage  of  other  nations. 

memorialists,  therefore,  sincereljbelieving  that  manv 

,erc8ted  men  throughout  our  country,  who  are,  by  ed- 

on  aud  position,  qualified  to  form  an  opinion  as  to 

,  is  most  useiul  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 

;  among  men,  concur  in  the  opinions  herein  expressed, 

ectfully  ask  your  honorable  body  to  leave  to  the  Smith- 

.an  Institution  its  present  efiicient  constitution  and  ad- 

listrution,  and  to  refuse  any  legislation  tending  to  im- 

r  its  usefulness,  by  converting  it  into  a  library,  or  others 

3e." 

The  following  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  Felton,  the  dis- 
iffuished  professor  of  languages  at  Harvard  University, 
ill  show  the  estimation  in  which  the  institution  is  held  in 
lUrope : 

Gambridqs,  MassachusbttSi  June  SO,  ISM. 

Mt  Dear  Professor:  I  have  but  recently  returned  from  Europe,  and 
I  now  desire  to  acknowledge  the  service  you  did  me  by  your  circular  letter 
of  introduction  to  the  libraries  of  the  European  ostabliahmenta  which  are 
in  correspondence  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Wherever  I  pre- 
sented it  I  was  received  with  great  kindness  and  attention,  and  had  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  whatever  was  curious,  interesting,  and  Taluable  ia 
the  libraries  and  collections. 

It  gave  me  pleasure  to  notice  the  high  estimation  in  which  the  Smiths 
Ionian  Institution,  under  its  present  management,  is  held  everywhere  in 
Europe.  The  volumes  published  under  its  auspices  have  done  the  highest 
honor  to  American  science,  and  are  considered  most  valuable  contribu* 
tions  to  the  stock  of  knowledge  among  men.  They  are  shown  to  visitors  as 
among  the  most  creditable  publications  of  the  age,  and  as  hii^hly  interest* 
ing  illustrations  of  the  progress  of  science  and  arts  in  the  United  States  ; 
and  the  eagerness  to  possess  them  is  very  great  among  the  eavans  of  the 
Old  World.  They  were  shown  to  me  wherever  I  went,  and  the  commend- 
ations bestowed  on  the  civilization  of  America,  as  evinced  by  the  excel- 
lence  of  these  works,  both  in  matter  and  form,  was  deeply  gratifying  to 
me.  The  last  time  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  was  in  the  Uni- 
versity Library,  at  Athens.  The  librarian  pointed  them  out  to  me,  and 
expressed  the  greatest  anxiety  to  complete  the  set,  one  or  two  volumes  of 
which  were  wanting.  I  have  a  memorandum  somewhere  which  I  will  for- 
ward to  you. 

I  promised  a  gentleman,  with  whom  I  became  acquainted  on  my  voyage 
from  England,  that  I  would  write  to  inquire  whether  it  is  possible  to  pur- 
chase an  entire  set.  He  was  desirous  of  adding  them  to  his  library.  Will 
you  oblige  me  by  answering  this  question  at  your  convenience. 

C.  C.  FELTON. 

Professor  Agassiz — well  known  to  the  literary  and  scien- 
tific world — has  recently  written  a  letter  upon  this  subject, 
in  which  he  says : 

**  Every  scientific  man  in  the  country  has  been  watching,  with  intense 
interest,  the  proceedings  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  ever  since  its  foun- 
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4%tlon,  SRti»9ed.  u  all  must  be,  that  upon  ila  prosparity,  the  progress  of 
*%>ence  In  Americu  depends  in  a  very  great  meaauro, 

"The  canlroveniei  which  have  lately  been  carried  on  roepecting  tha 
iiBTiB^ment  of  the  itutilution  have  increased  the  Boliciluda  of  it«  friends 
^iih  regard  to  iU  future  proBpeuts  in  a  dogroo  which  can  hardly  be  revl- 
i^'d  hj  ihoae  who  ara  Dot  immediately  connected  with  the  great  cause  of 
ftieoee."  ••■•»» 

"The  votariei  of  Eclonce  may  dlQer  in  their  vicwt  about  the  b«Bt  mean* 
Df  advancing  ecionco,  according  to  the  progrei<9  they  have  themidves  made 


to  pro^DcutioQ  ;  but  there  ii  one  Blandard  of  appreciation  which  ci 
'^il  to  guide  rightly  those  who  would  form  a  candid  opinion  about  it.     1 
mean  the  life  of  tho^e  who  hare  mo.«t  extensively  contributed  in  enlarging 
the  boundaries  of  knowledge.     There  are  two  individuals  who  may,  with- 
out qualification,  bo  cunaidered  aa  the  moat  prominent  sciontiflo  men  of  the 
AinetceDlh  century,  Cuvier  and  Humboldt.     By  what  moans  have  they 
?!  veo  juch  a  powerful  impulse  to  science  7     How  have  they  succeeded,  not 
paly    In  increasing  the  amount  of  knowledge  of  their  ago,  but  also  in  found- 
ing  new  branches  of  science  T     It  ia  by  their  own  puhlicntiona  and  by  atd- 
'n^   i  n  the  publications  of  others;  by  making  large  collections  of  specimens 
aci<l   other  scicntiSc  apparatus,  and  not  by  the  accumulation  of  large  libra- 
ries.        Ilumboldt  never  owned  a  Ijook,  not  even  a  copy  of  hia  own  mnrki, 
^^    I     tc  now  from  his  own  lips.     '  Ho  was  too  poor,'  ho  once  said  to  me  ■  lo 
*^<J  i-«5  ■  copy  of  them,'  and  all  the  works  he  receives  constantly  from  his 
^'^'^I'l  CiGc  friends  and  admirera  are  distributed  by  him  to  needy  students. 
A^'«-i  ri,  there  is  hardly  a  scientifle  man  living  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
"■"*>    is  not  indebted  to  him  forsomerocommcndBtionln  the  proper  quarters 
Tor    a^seisUncB  in  the  publication  of  their  works.     I  mention,  raoro  partiou- 
".'**_*"ly ,  these  details  about  Humboldt,  because  he  ia  happily  still  among  the 
''■*''  *^IS.  and  hia  testimony  may  bo  asked  in  a  matter  of  such  deep  imporl- 
anc«i    to  Iho  real  prioress  of  acience.     But  the  same  is  equally  true  of  the 
P*'"*   ^Javier  took,  in  hia  day,  in  promoting  science.     All  his  efforts  were 
eo*a«t^ntly  turned   towards   increasing   the  collections  of  tbs  Jardin  det 
'^^'Xes  and  supporting  the  publication  of  original  researches,  giTing  him- 
••'"  the  eiample  of  the  moat  untiring  activity  in  publishing  his  own.     In 
*^*»  ^Connection  I  ought  not  lo  omit  mentioning  a  circumstance  to  which 
J''^0"iiited  Slates  owe  the  l^Bcy  of  Smithsou,  wbicb-I  happen  accidenlBlly 
'"   "Wow,  and  which  is  luuch  to  the  point  in  reference  to  the  controversy 
?^"*=«rninc  Ihe  management  of  the   Smithsonian  Institution.     Smithson 
Y***   already  mode  hia  will,  and  had  left  his  forluno  to  Ihe  Koyal  Socieij  of 
J^>»don,  wnen  certain  scionliQc  papers  were  offered  to  that  learned  body 
^*"    ■publication.     NotwilhsUnding  hia  efforU  to  have  them   published  in 
^•"     Transaction!,  they  were  refused,  upon  which  be  changed  his  will, 
!°**   •aade  hia  bequest  to  Ihe  United  States.     It  would  be  easy  to  collect  in 
~^|*»<l*>n  more  minute  information  upon  this  occurrence,  and  should  it  ap- 
R^''  desirable,  I  think  I  can  put  the  committee  in  the  way  of  learning  nil 
J"**  *=ircumsUnces.     Nothing  seems  lo  indicate  more  plainly  what  were  tho 
^~**lor'B  views  respecting  the  best  means  of  promoting  science  than  Ibis 

T   will  not  deny  the  great  importance  of  libraries  ;  and  no  one  has  felt 
™jP5^  hoenly  tho  want  of  an  oitenaiveleientiflc  library  than  I  haii      " 


L  r«« 


^  been  in  the  United  Sutes ;  but,  after  alt,  libraries  are  only  tools  of  i 
r  ^^''dary  value  to  those  who  are  really  endowed  by  nature  with  Iho  powe 
,  ''JW-lting  original  researches,  and  thus  increasing  knowledge  among  men 
,  J***  though  the  absence  or  deflciencics  of  libraries  is  nowhere  so  deepb 
^o  **  '"  A""^"'"!  ""'  application  of  Ihe  funds  of  the  Smithsonian  Inclilu 
'■     *^  lo  the  formation  of  a  library  beyond  the  TequiremenU  of  the  daily  prog- 


'"^"  ^f  ieitnte,  would  only  be,  in  my  humble  opinion,  a  perversion  of  tho 
'*' object  of  tho  trnel,  inasmuch  as  il  would  tend  lo  secure  facilities  only 
V^lhe  comparatively  small  number  of  American  students  who  may  bava 
t"*  lime  and  the  means  to  visit  Washington  whenever  they  need  to  consult 
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a  library.  Such  an  application  of  the  funds  would,  indeed,  lessen  the  abiU 
ity  of  the  institution  to  accomplish  its  great  object,  which  is  declared  by 
its  founder  to  bo,  to  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge  among  men,  to  the  full 
extent  to  which  tbey  may  be  spent  unduly  to  increase  the  library.  More- 
over, American  students  havo  a  just  claim  upon  their  own  country  for  such 
local  facilities  as  the  accumulation  of  books  affords. 

*'  If  I  am  allowed  to  state,  in  conclusion,  my  personal  impression  re- 
specting the  management  of  the  institution  t^us  far,  I  would  only  express 
my  concurrence  with  the  plan  of  active  operations  adopted  by  the  regents, 
which  has  led  to  the  publication  of  a  series  of  volumes  equal,  in  scientifio 
value,  to  any  productions  of  the  same  kind  issued  by  learned  societies  any- 
where. Tho  distribution  of  the  Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge 
has  already  carried  the  name  of  tho  institution  to  all  parts  of  the  civilized 
world,  and  conveyed  with  them  such  evidence  of  the  intellectual  activity 
of  America  as  challenges  everywhere  admiration;  a  result  which  could 
hardly  be  obtained  by  applying  a  large  part  of  the  resources  of  the  institu- 
tion to  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Chairman,  with  the  following  letter  from  Professor 
Benjamin  Peirce,  I  shall  yield  the  floor,  satisfied  to  submit 
the  question  whether  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  being 
properly  managed,  to  the  judgment  of  Congress  and  the 
scientific  world : 

*^  Of  all  men,  none  can  be  more  sensible  of  the  value  of  the  great  store- 
houses of  the  wisdom  of  past  ages  than  they  who  are  obliged  to  resort  to 
them  in  the  development  of  their  own  researches.  The  knowledge  which 
has  already  been  given  to  the  world,  and  which  is  accumulated  in  the 
library,  stimulates  and  invigorates  the  mind  for  original  thought,  and  sup- 
plies important  materials  for  investigation.  It  is  to  the  author  what  the 
collection  of  models  in  the  Patent  Office  is  to  the  inventor ;  but,  neverthe- 
less, the  increase  of  knowledge  depends  chiefly  upon  tho  native  vigor  of  in- 
tellect, and  its  diffusion  is  performed  by  the  press.  To  the  strong  mind 
the  collections  of  the  Vatican  are  a  golden  opportunity,  richer  than  the 
mineral  harvest  of  California ;  but  not  richer  than  the  hills  and  streams 
which  abound  within  every  man's  siijht ;  not  richer  than  the  stone  beneath 
our  feet  on  which  is  written  the  history  of  tho  world;  than  the  leaf  of  the 
forest,  on  which  is  inscribed  tho  thought  of  its  Creator ;  or  than  the  cloud 
in  the  lightnings  of  which  the  laws  and  the  glory  of  God  are  as  distinctly 
revealed  to  the  faithful  of  tho  present  generation  as  they  were  upon  Mount 
Sinai. 

"The  valuable  contributions  to  knowledge  which  have  already  been 
made  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  are  a  living  proof  that  vast  libraries 
are  not  necessary  to  the  development  of  new  thoughts.  If  you  will  com- 
pare these  memoirs  with  tho  scientific  productions  of  the  same  period  in 
Europe,  you  may  find  them,  perchance,  inferior  in  erudition,  but  not  in 
profoundness  and  originality  of  thought.  Do  you  believe  that  Smithson, 
who  was  himself  engaged  in  chemical  investigations,  could  have  intended  a 
library  by  bis  words  'an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men?'  If  you  will  examine  his  nine  memoirs  to  the  Royal 
Society,  of  which  he  was  an  active  member,  and  his  eighteen  other  contri- 
butions to  science,  you  will  not  find  one  of  them  which  required  a  library 
for  its  production.  Each  was  the  natural  growth  of  a  deeply  thinking 
mind.  Smithson  was  emphatically  a  maker  and  not  a  collector  of  books; 
and  in  the  scientific  circle  to  which  ho  belonged,  the  ordinary  use  of  lan- 
guage would  have  totally  precluded  the  interpretation  which  some  men  of 
quite  a  difterent  cast  of  mind  have  presumed  to  impose  upon  his  words. 
Expand  his  largeness  of  expression  to  its  utmost  extent,  include  in  it  all 
that  a  generous  mind  like  his  own  would  desire  it  to  embrace;   but  let  it 


THTETr-THIED   C0NGEE6S,   1853-55. 


not  be  cramppd  and  Iwiftod  out  of  tlmpe,  end  to  forced  from  its  orieinal 

de*ign  tbat  ilahall  wholly  fail  Co  accouiplisb  the  object  of  tho  muniScent 

teft&tor. 

Most  earnestly,  then,  in  tho  namo  of  Bcicncg,  and  npcdally  of  Amer- 
tdcncc,  do  I  protest  ai;aiD3t  Buch  a  gross  pervisrilon  of  this  important 

trust.     I  Bssuro  you,  air,  that  Iho  groat  Dody  of  ecii?nliflc  men  throughout 


Of  8m 

HocBB  OF  Representatives,  March  3, 1855. 
Mr.  TJpHAM.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  aak  the  unaniraoua 
eonsent  of  ihe  House  for  leave,  iu  tliia  connection,  to  submit 
a  report  and  accompanying  papers  from  Ihe  select  commit- 
tee raised  to  investigate  tho  raaimgement  and  condition  of 
the  Sraitiisonian  lustitution.* 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  report  was  received. 
Mr.  DpnAM,     A  minority  report  will  be  submitted;  and 
I  move  that  both  reports  be  laid  upon  the  tabic,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.     The  motion  was  agreed  to, 

Tho  following  is  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Chas.  W.  Up- 
Iiam,  of  Massachusetts : 

The  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  tho  Hon.  Rtifus  Choate, 
resigning  his  place  as  a  regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, with  instructions  to  inquire  and  report  to  the 
Uouse  whether  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has  been 
managed  and  its  funds  expended  in  accordance  with  the 
Jaw  establishing  tlie  institution,  and  whether  any  addi- 
tional legislation  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  designs  of 
the  founder;  the  memorial  of  Lorin  Blodget  for  a  rem- 
edy against  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  labor  and 
researches  in  physical  Bcicncc,  made  for  the  benetit  of  said 
institution;  and  the  petition  of  John  Grabte  and  sundry 
others,  citizens  of  St.  Josephs,  Missouri,  praying  for  the 
publication  of  a  monthly  periodical,  exhibiting  the  prog- 
ress of  knowledge  and  of  society,  and  to  be  distributed 
l)y  said  institution  among  the  people,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report: 

The  short  time  allowed  for  investigating  the  matters  re- 
ftrrcd  to  the  committee,  and  the  pressure  of  other  duties 
during  the  few  crowded  last  weeks  of  the  session,  render 
BH^thuig  like  a  full  and  thoroughly  satisfactory  report  im- 
possible. The  transactions,  to  which  their  attention  has 
^Deen  ealled,  are  so  complicated  in  their  nature  and  extensive 


,    «r.  Wltte  and  «r. ' 
Inclined  10  slKt.  «lth«. 


mined  ■Dother 
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in  their  details,  that  it  was  soon  found  entirely  out  of  the 
question  to  attempt  to  examine  them  with  sufficient  fullness 
and  minuteness  to  be  qualified  or  justified  in  pronouncing 
or  even  forming  a  decisive  judgment  on  the  merits  of  the 
questions  involved.  The  evidence  taken  and  submitted  will 
guide  the  members  of  the  House  to  so  much  of  a  conclusion 
on  the  several  points  and  issues  as  the  committee  have  been 
able  to  reach. 

So  far  as  the  case  of  Mr.  Lorin  Blodget  is  concerned,  the 
committee  would  observe  that  he  does  not  claim  to  have 
made  any  explicit  contract,  in  writing  or  in  conversation, 
with  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents ;  that  the  com- 
pensation he  received  appears  to  have  been  all  that  was  ever 
expressly  or  distinctly  agreed  upon ;  and  that  as  it  respects 
the  value  of  his  labors  above  the  compensation  he  received, 
or  the  degree  to  which  he  acquired  any  separate,  private, 
scientific  or  literary  property  in  any  papers  or  documents 
prepared  by  him  while  in  the  institution,  they  have  been 
wholly  unable  to  derive  any  definite  ideas  from  his  state- 
ments.   In  reference  to  his  assertion  that  certain  equitable 
or  legal  rights  are  withheld  from  him,  the  committee  can 
only  say  that,  although  the  hearing  afiTorded  him  occupied 
a  large  portion  of  their  time,  he  failed  to  make  his  own  view 
of  the  point  clearly  intelligible,  and  that  it  is  utterly  impos- 
sible for  them  at  this  period  of  the  session  to  enter  into  such 
an  examination  of  the  vast  amount  of  documents,  resulting 
more  or  less  from  his  labors,  as  would  be  necessary  in  order 
to  begin  to  form  an  opinion.     An  impartial  arbitration  by 
scientific  persons  would,  if  the  committee  may  be  allowed 
to  oflfer  a  suggestion  to  the  Board  of  Regents,  probably  be 
the  best  way  to  determine  whether  there  is  any  foundation 
for  the  complaints  he  makes,  or  for  the  claim  of  rights  which 
he  imagines  himself  to  possess.     The  committee  feel  it  due 
to  candor  to  say  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  appreciate 
any  clear  ground  for  his  claims,  but  due  also  to  justice  to 
say  that  he  is  unfortunate  in  not  having  a  facility  in  render- 
ing easily  intelligible  the  ideas  which  he  very  earnestly,  and 
no  doubt  very  honestly,  entertains  on  the  subject.     Indeed, 
a  personal,  laborious  and  patient  examination,  by  direct  in- 
spection, of  the  records,  tables,  maps  and  other  papers  or 
documents,  in  which  he  avers  that  he  has  rights  that  are 
withheld,  and  claims  for  compensation  beyond  what  he  ac- 
knowledges to  have  received,  will  be  found  absolutely  indis- 
pensable to  enable  any  one  to  understand  precisely  what  he 
means,  or  to  determine  whether  there  is  any  foundation  for 
his  claims,  either  of  authorship  orifor  compensation.     The 
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committee  would  have  been  willing  to  encounter  the  task; 
but  the  want  of  time  absolutely  forbids  the  attempt,  and, 
after  all,  it  would,  perhaps,  have  been  useful  scarcely  for 
any  other  purpose  than  to  satisfy  th6ir  own  minds.  They 
could  not  advise,  in  any  event,  the  action  of  Congress  upon 
the  subject,  as  the  whole  transaction,  according  to  Mr. 
Blodffet's  own  account,  was,  from  first  to  last,  placed  and 
kept  by  him  in  the  discretion  and  decision  of  the  Board  of 
Eejjents. 

In  discharging  the  main  part  of  their  duty,  relating  to 
the  management  of  the  institution,  whether  it  has  been  in 
accordance  with  the  law,  and  to  the  question,  whether  any 
further  legislation  is  necessary,  the  committee  will,  in  the 
first  place,  present  such  a  history  of  the  whole  matter,  as 
will,  in  conjunction  with  the  evidence  presented  in  the  ap- 
pendix to  this  report,  enable  every  member  of  the  Uouse  to 
form  a  judgment  on  the  subject. 

[The  committee  then  reproduce  the  will  of  James  Smith- 
son  and  the  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  bequest,  and  pledging  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  to  use  the  funds  as  directed  m  the  will  of  the 
testator,  and  then  proceeds :] 

It  will  be  perceived  that  in  the  foregoing  act  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  pledged  itself  that  ^^any  and  all 
soma  of  money  and  other  funds  which  shall  be  received  for  or 
on  account  of  the  said  legacy  shall  be  applied  in  such  manner 
AS  Congress  may  hereafter  direct,''  &c.  It  is  presumed  that 
it  is  oar  duty  to  consider,  not  whether  the  funds  have  been 
applied  to  such  objects,  and  in  such  way  as  Congress  aufffU 
to  hare  cUreciedy  in  the  opinion  of  any  individuals,  but  to  socb 
objects  and  in  such  a  way  as  Confess,  in  fulfilment  of  the 
foregoing  pledge,  has  directed.  The  next  step,  therefore,  is 
to  ascertain  what  was  the  determination  of  Congress  on  the 
sabject. 

Great  caution  and  deliberation  were  exercised  in  determ^ 
imng  the  matter.  The  country  felt  that  it  was  a  solemn  and 
momentous  trust.  The  gratitude,  pride,  honor,  and  wisdom 
of  the  nation  were  involve<l ;  not  only  the  then  present  gen- 
«rrarion,  but  future  ages  were  interested.  The  field  to  be 
surveyed  was  the  whole  country,  and  the  whole  world  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  country.  It  was  obvious  that  tbe 
n^icure  of  oar  institutions  presented  some  pecaliar  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  executing  the  trust.  If  the  testator  LaiCl 
and*ir3tood,  as  indeed  but  few  foreigners  ever  have  dout:, 
chose  difficulties,  he  might,  perhaps,  bave  made  iomk  m- 
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rangement  to  avoid  them.  It  is  clearly  not  within  the 
sphere  allotted  to  this  Federal  Government  to  enter  the 
fields  of  science  and  literature.  In  point  of  fact,  the  action 
of  Congress  in  accepting  the  bequest,  and  agreeing  to  carry 
it  into  execution,  was  justified  at  the  time  on  the  ground  of 
its  peculiar  and  complete  jurisdiction  over  the  District  of 
Columbia.  More  than  ten  years  were  consumed  in  discus- 
sions, debates,  and  conflicting  views  and  schemes,  in  and  oat 
of  Congress. 

A  few  of  the  prominent  facts  illustrating  this  sta^e  of  the 
case  will  be  cited.  On  the  19th  of  July,  1838,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
addressed  letters  to  a  number  of  the  distinguished  men  of 
the  country  thought  to  be  best  qualified  to  advise  on  the 
subject.  Answers  were  received  from  John  Quincy  Adams; 
Francis  Wayland,  D.D.,  president  of  Brown  University;  Dr. 
Thomas  Cooper,  of  Columbia,  South  Carolina ;  Hon.  Rich- 
ard Rush ;  and  President  Chapin.  The  diversity  of  views 
which  must  ever  be  expected  in  reference  to  such  a  subject, 
was  revealed,  in  all  its  extent,  at  the  very  outset.  Mr. 
Adams  recommended  an  observatory ;  President  Wayland 
a  higher  university ;  Dr.  Cooper  a  university,  and,  to  escape 
constitutional  objections,  to  transfer  the  fund  to  the  corpor- 
ation of  Georgetown ;  Mr.  Rush  recommended  a  more  com- 
plicated system,  for  the  collection  from  all  countries,  through 
ministers,  consul^  and  naval  and  military  officers,  of  seeds 
and  plants,  objects  of  natural  history  and  antiquities;  a 
standing  board  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  Government;  the 
institution  to  have  a  printing  press;  the  board  to  determine 
what  should  be  printed ;  the  democratic  principle,  as  de- 
veloped in  our  institutions,  to  be  particularly  discussed;  lec- 
turers to  be  appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate,  with 
salaries  large  enough  to  command  the  highest  talent;  a  cer- 
tain number  of  young  men  from  each  State  to  attend  the 
lectures,  their  expenses  being  paid  by  the  institution,  &c. 
President  Chapin  was  in  favor  of  professorships  being  estab- 
lished on  a  liberal  scale;  a  library,  apparatus,  and  an  astro- 
nomical observatory. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  1838,  a  memorial  was  presented 
to  Congress  recommending  an  agricultural  institution,  with 
a  large  farm,  beet-sugar  manufactory,  mill,  workshops,  <S:c. 
As  propositions  multiplied,  the  difficulties  in  the  way  be- 
came, at  each  step,  and  in  view  of  every  scheme,  more  and 
more  apparent. 

In  January,  1839,  Congress  began  to  grapple  with  the 
subject.     The  university  plan  was  defeated  in  the  Senate 
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on  the  25th  of  February,  1839.  Congress  provided  for  an 
observatory  out  of  its  own  funds,  and  tbat  matter  was  die- 
poBed  of  and  taken  out  of  the  question.  An  institution  like 
the  Garden  of  Plants  at  Pans  waa  stron|;ly  urged  in  the 
Senate,  but  the  proposition  did  not  prevail.  In  1845,  Mr. 
Choate  proposed  in  the  Senate  the  library  plan,  and  it 
passed  that  body  on  the  23d  of  January.  In  the  IIoubb, 
several  members  offered  difterent  propositions.  One  pro- 
posing a  normal  school  was  rejected — ^yeas  72,  nays  42 ;  one 
proposing  lectures  and  professors  was  rejected — 77  to  42. 
The  plan  of  lectures,  as  a  leading  feature,  waa  rejected  by 
aimilar  strong  votes  on  several  occasions. 

[Various  bills  were  reported,  substitutes  offered  in  both 
houses,  and  sundry  amendments  made,  until  in  August, 
1846,  a  bill  as  passed  by  the  House  waa  passed  by  the  Sen- 
ute  without  amendment,  and  became  the  law  on  which  the 
institution  has  existed  to  the  present  date.  The  committee 
then  quote  the  act  approved  August  10, 1846,  and  proceed  :] 

The  foregoing  act  of  Congress  is  "  the  law  establishing 
the  Smithsonian  Institution."  It  is  the  directory  which  the 
regents  are  bound  to  follow  in  administering  its  affairs  and 
applying  its  funds.  An  idea  aeems  to  have  crept  into  the 
discussions  that  are  prevalent  on  this  subject,  that  the  will 
requires  one  thing  and  the  laR'  another.  There  can  be  no 
ground  for  this  distinction,  as  a  few  words  will  show. 

The  will  declares  a  certain  object,  namely,  "  for  the  in- 
crease and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  In  accept- 
ing the  bequest,  the  Government  of  the  United  Statoa 
pledged  itsfaiththatthe  funds  should  be  "appliedas  Congress 
may  hereafter  direct,  to  the  purposes  of  founding  and  en- 
dowing at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men." 

The  act  establishing  the  institution  also  inserts  into  its 
title,  and  into  its  body,  the  words  of  the  will,  so  that  what- 
ever the  will  requires  the  act  ordains,  and  there  can  he  no 
confiift  between  them.  No  one  can  question  the  obligation 
of  those  who  administer  the  institution,  under  the  act,  to 
assume  that  its  requirements  ore  in  accordance  with  the 
"will,  and  to  carry  them  out,  in  good  faith  and  good  earnest. 
So  fiir  as  the  act  leaves  the  officers,  who  exist  hy  its  author- 
ity, to  their  discretion,  tbat  discretion  is  to  be  guided  by 
their  sense  of  the  import  and  design  of  the  language  of  the 
"will.  All  in  the  will  that  relates  to  the  subject  is  mcorpor- 
«ited  into  the  act.  We  have  occasion,  therefore,  to  look 
3S 
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only  at  the  act,  in  ascertaining  the  duty  of  those  who  ad- 
minister the  affairs  of  the  institution,  and  there  can  be  no 
ground  for  a  controversy  in  reference  to  the  meaning  of  the 
will,  as  against  the  act,  or  vice  versa. 

The  will  and  the  two  acts  of  Congress  that  have  been 
spread  out  on  the  foregoing  pages  in  full,  interpret  them- 
selves to  the  common  sense  and  adequate  apprehension  of 
every  reader.  It  is  only  necessary  to  regard  the  words  as 
used  in  their  ordinary  sense,  to  avoid  a  mental  interpolation 
of  language  not  in  the  text,  and  to  allow  its  natural  mean- 
ing to  flow  out  from  all  the  language  used  in  the  instrument. 
In  this  spirit  of  fair  and  unstrained  interpretation,  we  pro- 
pose to  consider  for  a  moment  the  language  of  the  act 
establishing  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  of  which  different 
and  conflicting  interpretations  are  advocated. 

The  word  "  increase"  is  held  by  some  of  the  zealous  com. 
batants  in  the  Smithsonian  controversy  to  be  identical  with 
"DISCOVERY."  The  idea  seems  to  be  that  knowledge 
can  only  be  increased  by  the  discovery  of  new  truth.  This  is 
an  arbitrary  and  untenable  position.  A  mind  experieuces 
an  increase  of  knowledge  if  it  knows  more  than  it  did  be- 
fore, although  all  the  ideas  it  has  received  may  be  in  the 
commonest  text  books.  There  has  been  an  increase  of 
knowledge  in  the  school,  in  the  congregation,  in  the  lecture 
room,  if  ideas  not  before  kno^n  to  them  have  been  received 
into  the  minds  of  the  hearers ;  even,  indeed,  it  matters  not 
if  those  ideas  have  been  recorded  for  thousands  of  years  in 
languaojes,  classical  or  sacred,  that  have  been  dead  long 
ago.  Knowledge  has  been  increased,  if  one  mind  has  re- 
ceived more,  whether  it  be  new  or  old  truth.  The  language 
of  Smithson  is  jDcrfectly  simple,  and  in  its  natural  sense 
covers  the  whole  ground — it  includes,  but  does  not  require, 
neiD  truth.  Truth  discovered  a  thousand  years  ago  is  as  good 
as  truth  discovered  yesterday.  Knowledge  embraces  it  all 
alike,  and  Sraithson's  object  was  to  carry  knowledge  where 
it  was  not  before,  and  to  increase  it  where  it  was ;  to  spread 
it  over  a  wider  area,  and  to  a  greater  depth. 

In  like  manner  a  particular  meaning  has  been  crowded 
upon  the  word  "  knowledge" — not  its  ordinary  meaning  in 
common  usage ;  but  a  narrow,  technical,  and  special  mean- 
ing. This  has  been  done  by  confounding  it  with  "science." 
It  is  true  that,  in  their  primitive  origin,  or  roots,  in  the 
languages  from  which  they  are  derived,  these  words  may  be 
identical  in  their  meaning,  but  not  so  as  actually  used  in 
common  conversation  and  familiar  and  general  literature. 
"Knowledge"  is  all-comprehensive — embracing  science,  art. 
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literature,  politics,  business,  the  whole  world  of  nature  and 
<^ulture,  the  entire  realm  of  facts  and  reality,  all  ages  and 
all  that  they  have  contained.  "  Science  "  is  almost  univer- 
sally employed  to  denote  those  branches  of  knowledge 
^hich  are  systematized  into  a  distinct  organization  or  ar- 
rangement, based  upon  definite  principles,  and  reduced  to 
particular  rules.  In  the  progress  of  knowledge  new  sciences 
are  added  to  the  list,  and  in  the  establishment  of  new  classi- 
fications the  boundary  lines  are  altered.  There  is  a  vast 
amount  of  knowledge  not  included  in  any  science.  Fur- 
ther, the  word  science  is  sometimes  used  to  embrace  only  a 
?art  of  what,  in  a  broader  sense,  is  included  in  the  sciences, 
t  is  getting  to  become  quite  generally  used  to  denote  what 
are  called  the  physical  sciences,  excluding  political,  moral, 
and  intellectual  science — excluding  history,  the  arts,  and  all 
general  literature.  Surely,  it  cannot  be  maintained  that 
"  knowledge  "  was  used  by  Smithson  as  merely  identical 
with  "  science "  in  this  last  mentioned  and  most  limited 
sense. 

The  words  "  among  men  "  were  used  merely  to  corrobor- 
ate the  idea  expressed  by  the  word  "  diffusion."  They  do 
not  necessarily  imply  that  the  institution  should  confine  it- 
-self  to  world-wide  operations.  The  word  is  not,  as  some 
seem  to  suppose,  "  mankind,"  but  "  men ;"  and  he  diffuses 
knowledge  "among  men"  as  truly,  and  in  as  full  a  sense, 
when  he  enlightens  the  minds  of  his  neighbors,  as  of  per- 
sons at  the  farthest  pole.  He  best  fulfils  the  idea  of  Smith- 
son  who  increases  human  intelligence,  whenever  and 
wherever  he  has  an  opportunity,  in  every  circle  of  influence, 
Jiowever  near  or  however  remote. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  act  establishing  the  institution 
Jias  given  occasion  to  a  difference  of  interpretation  that  has 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  committee.  The  section 
relates  to  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  secretary,  and  goes 
on  to  say  that  "  the  said  secretary  shall  also  discharge  the 
duties  of  librarian  and  keeper  of  the  museum,  and  may, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  employ  assist- 
ants ;  and  the  said  officers  shall  receive  for  their  services 
such  sums  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Regents,  to 
be  paid  semi-annually,  on  the  first  days  of  January  and 
July;  and  the  said  officers  shall  be  removable  by  the  Board 
of  iiegents  whenever,  in  their  judgment,  the  interests  of 
the  institution  require  any  of  the  said  officers  to  be 
changed." 

The  committee  cannot  but  think  it  strange  that,  in  the 
face  of  this  express  language,  it  has  been  made  a  questioa 
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where  the  power  of  removal  is  lodged.  "  Said  officers- 
shall  be  removable  by  the  Board  of  Kegents."  Can  any- 
thing  be  plainer  ?  In  defence  of  the  idea  that  the  secretary 
can  remove  his  assistants,  a  practice  is  cited  in  certain  de- 
partments of  the  Government  where  the  power  of  removal 
IS  exercised  by  intermediate  officials.  But  there  is  no  anal- 
ogy, inasmuch  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is 
silent  in  reference  to  the  removal  of  such  officers.  But  the 
constitution  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  not  silent,  but 
expressly  defines  in  whom  the  power  to  remove  the  assist- 
ants of  the  secretary  resides — namely,  in  the  Board  of  Re- 
gents. They  have  no  more  right  to  delegate,  or  pass  over 
to  another  that  power,  than  they  have  to  transfer  any  of 
their  other  functions. 

The  concluding  sentence  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act 
is  as  follows : 

**  And  the  said  regents  shall  make,  from  the  interest  of  said  fund,  an  ap> 
propriation  not  exceeding  an  average  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  annu- 
ally, for  the  gradual  formation  of  a  library,  composed  of  valuable  work* 
pertaining  to  all  departments  of  human  knowledge." 

The  expression,  "  not  exceeding,"  is  in  constant  use  io 
the  legislation  of  Congress,  and  in  all  legislation  every- 
where, in  which  appropriations  are  made,  and  it  will  not  be 
disputed  that,  in  all  instances,  the  expectation  and  general 
understanding  of  the  legislature  is,  that  about  the  amount 
thus  specified  will  be  expended — the  word  "  average  "  can 
only  be  considered  as  indicating  the  expectation  of  the 
legislature  that  the  sum  expended  in  some  years  might  ex- 
ceed twentj'-five  thousand  dollars — the  word  was  used  in 
order  to  give  the  managers  authority,  in  case  a  sum  less 
than  $25,000  were  expended  one  year,  to  expend  just  so 
much  more  the  next,  and  vice  vensa,  No  doubt,  we  think, 
can  be  entertained  that  the  framers  and  enactors  of  the  law 
expected  that  about  $200,000  would  be  expended  "  for  the 
gradual  formation  of  a  library,  composed  of  valuable  works 
pertaining  to  all  departments  of  human  knowledge,"  in 
eight  years.  If  the  law  does  not  contemplate  that  the  an- 
nual expenditure  for  the  formation  of  a  library  shall  be 
something  like  $25,000,  any  other  figures  might  as  well 
have  been  used.  If  the  administrators  of  the  law  are  at 
liberty  to  spend  as  little  as  they  please  for  a  library,  in  the 
face  of  the  sum  thus  indicated  in  the  law,  they  would  have 
been  equally  at  liberty  whatever  sum  might  have  been 
named,  whether  $30,000  or  $40,000.  In  other  words,  if 
the  clause  of  the  act  under  consideration  can  be  construed 
as  justifying  an  anruial  average  expenditure  for  the  gradual 
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formatioD  of  a  library  of  less  than  $2,000,  any  intermediate 
6um  between  that  and  the  entire  income  of  the  fund  would 
have  been  of  equal  authority  and  Bignificance,  as  indicating 
the  intention  of  the  legislature,  whichever  of  the  said  inter- 
mediate sums  might  have  been  inserted  in  the  act.  That  is 
to  say — those  who  maintain  that  the  language  and  design 
of  the  act  are  carried  out  by  expending  less  than  $2,000 
annually  for  books,  assume  and  assert  that  it  would  not 
tavc  altered  the  sense  of  the  act  had  $2,000  or  $10,000  or 
$40,000  been  the  sum  actually  named  in  it,  instead  of 
$25,000! 

The  ninth  section  of  the  act  is  as  follows  : 

"And  be  itfiivtktr  enacted,  That  of  any  other  njooeji  which  have  a<s 
crurd,  or  sh&ll  hereafter  accrue,  as  interest  upon  thosaid  8tnitli«onian  fund, 
-nnl  herein  upproprinted,  or  not  required  for  Ibn  purposes  bcrein  provided, 
the  ^a!d  managers  are  hereby  authorized  lomako  aucD  dispoeal  as  they  ■  ball 
-devm  bo9t  suited  fur  the  promotiou  of  tbe  purpose  of  the  t<«tHlor,  anything 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithntiinding." 

The  discretion  allowed  to  the  managers  in  the  latter  part 
■of  this  section  mnst  be  considered  as  limited,  in  some  sense 
by  the  word  "other,"  applied  to  "moneys,"  and  more  defi- 
nitely and  more  absolutely  by  the  clauses,  "not  herein  ap- 
propriated," and  "  not  required  for  the  purposes  herein  pro- 
■vided." 

The  meaning  of  the  ninth  section  seems  to  us  to  be  simply 
this — that  if,  atlcr  all  has  been  done  required  by  tbe  forego- 
ing provisions  of  the  act,  that  is,  for  the  maintenance  and 
preservation  of  u  geological  and  mineralogical  cabinet,  a 
laboratory,  library,  gallery  of  art,  lecture  room,  lectures, 
the  purchuso  of  books  on  the  scale  indicated  in  the  eighth 
section,  and  the  discharge  of  all  current  obligations,  an 
«nexpendcd  balance  of  the  annual  income  remains,  the 
managers  may  do  with  it  just  what  they  please;  may  ex- 
pend it  upon  books  if  they  like,  even  although  the  expendi- 
tures for  that  object  may  have  already  reached  the  assigned 
limit,  or  upon  any  objects  not  named  or  alluded  to  in  the 
Act,  if,  in  their  judgment,  "  suited  for  the  promotion  of  the 
purpose  of  the  testator." 

The  committee  are  wholly  unwilling  to  *nter  at  all  into 
tbe  discussion  of  the  private  grievances,  or  personal  contro- 
Tersies,  or  official  misunderstandings  which  were  brought' 
before  them  in  the  course  of  the  investigation.  They  regard 
tlie  evidence  that  was  educed  on  these  matters  as  important 
only  because  it  illustrates  the  difEculties  encountered  in 
administering  an  institution  of  this  sort  upon  the  plan  that 
lias  been  attempted.  They  are  particularly  desirous  to  ha' 
"  it  anderatood  that  tbey  attach  no  blame  to  any  person,  i 


598  CONORESSIONAL   PROCEEDINaS. 

any  quarter;  the  evils  are  the  result  of  the  system.  At  the- 
same  time  they  do  not  cast  hlame  or  censure  of  any  sort 
upon  those  who  suggested,  and  have  labored  to  carry  out,, 
that  system.  The  design  was,  in  itself,  commendable  and 
elevated.  It  has,  unquestionably,  been  pursued  with  zeal^ 
sincerity,  integrity,  and  high  motives  and  aims,  but  it  is^ 
we  think,  necessarily  surrounded  with  very  great  difficul- 
ties. 

There  is  nothing  in  our  constitutional  system  that  au- 
thorizes this  Government  to  enter  the  sphere  of  literature- 
and  science.  Education  is  left  to  the  States.  This  Govern- 
ment cannot,  without  violating  the  principles  on  which  it 
rests,  become,  directly  or  indirectly,  through  its  official 
agents  or  in  the  expenditure  of  funds,  a  censor  of  any  de- 
partment of  the  press,  an  arbiter  of  science,  or  a  publisher^ 
of  works  of  mere  literature  or  philosophy  any  more  than  of 
morals  or  theologj'. 

No  amount  of  money  that  could  possibly  be  raised  would 
enable  this  Government  to  perform  these  functions,  with  a 
just,  equal,  and  liberal  hand,  for  the  benefit  of  all  depart?- 
ments  of  knowledge.  Of  course,  it  has  no  right  to  raake^ 
discriminations;  not  only  natural  history  and  physical 
science,  but  every  branch  of  learning  and  inquiry  has  a. 
right  to  demand  patronage,  if  it  is  extended  to  any.  What* 
ever  project  in  this  line  maj'  be  attempted  will  be  found 
surrounded  with  insuperable  embarrassments.  If,  for  in- 
stance, the  funds  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  should  be 
appropriated  in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  petition  from 
citizens  of  Missouri,  referred  to  this  committee,  for  the 
preparation  and  distribution  of  a  monthly  report  of  the 
general  progress  of  knowledge,  who  shall  write  those  re- 
ports ?  To  what  school  6f  philosophy,  or  medicine,  or  pol- 
itics shall  he  belong?  Shall  he  confine  himself,  as  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  has,  for  the  most  part,  very  \vi8eiy 
done,  to  particular  provinces  of  natural  science,  to  reptiles^ 
defunct  species  of  animals,  mathematical  and  astronomical 
computations  and  researches,  to  aboriginal  antiquities  and 
the  glossaries  of  vanishing  tribes  of  Indians,  or  shall  he 
rise  above  dead  and  brute  nature,  and  treat  the  subject  or 
MAN,  of  civil  society,  of  government,  of  politics,  and  reli- 
gion ?  If  he  confines  himself  to  the  former,  not  one  in  ten 
thousand  of  the  people  will  be  interested  or  satisfied ;  if  he 
attempts  the  latter,  he  is  on  forbidden  ground,  and  cannot 
escape  being  torn  to  pieces  by  parties,  sects,  and  sections. 

Moving  in  the  most  cautious  manner,  acting  within  the^ 
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moBt  limited  sphere,  grudges  are  multiplied,  jealousies  en- 
gendered, rcseatmcnts  kindled,  and  complaints  encountered 
in  all  directions.  Authors  whose  pieces  are  rejected  will  bo 
likely,  in  the  course  of  time,  to  outnumber  those  who  are  ad- 
mitted to  the  favored  circle ;  one  man  has  the  gratification  of 
seeing  his  works  printed,  at  the  public  charge,  in  a  splendid 
etjle,  and  circulated,  without  trouble  or  expense  on  his  part, 
to  all  tbe  learned  societies  and  persons  of  Christendom,  and 
of  feeling  that  a  world-wide  reputation  is  secured  to  him; 
hut  others,  whose  treatises  have  been  condemned  by  a  se- 
cret tribunal,  and  returned  with  the  stigma  of  rejection, 
are  brooding  in  sullen,  or  breaking  out  in  vehement  resent- 
ment and  indignation. 

Men  of  gcnina  are  sensitive — scientific  authors  and  discov- 
,  erers  particularly  so.  To  attain  to  great  excellence  in  any 
department,  it  must  he  studied  and  prosecuted  with  exclu- 
eive  and  all-absorbing  zeal.  There  is  a  divinity  in  truth, 
and  whoever  attains  any  portion  of  it  is  prone  to  worship  it 
with  a  concentrated  devotion,  and  to  eherish  it  as  more  pre- 
cious than  all  things  else.  However  minute  the  objects,  or 
I  narrow  the  provinces,  or  apparently  useless  the  results  of 
.  the  researches  of  the  man  of  science,  he  is  wholly  wrapt  up 
I  in  them,  and  feels,  to  his  very  heart's  core,  that  nothing 
transcends  them  in  importance.  This  makes  him  sensitive 
to  reputation,  tenacious  of  rights,  and  morbidly  alive  to  any 
encroachment  upon  his  labors  or  attainments.  No  office  is 
I  more  thankless  than  to  attempt  to  arbitrate  the  difierences 
I  of  men  of  science — no  oftcnce  more  keenly  resented  than 
I  to  discredit  their  claims  or  slight  their  productions.  It  is  a 
I'  cunouB  circumstance,  and  moat  instructive  in  this  couneo- 
j:  tioD,  strikingly  illustrating  the  fact  we  are  presenting,  that 
James  Smilhson,  who  was  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  had 
!  made  a  will,  leaving  his  whole  fortune  to  that  institution, 
'  whicli  had  honored  many  of  hia  productions  by  publishing 
:  tbem  in  its  Transactions.  At  length,  certain  papers  ottered 
to  them  for  publication  were  refused.  Under  the  sting  of 
!  resentment  and  wounded  pride,  be  changed  his  will,  and  left 
!  his  fortune  to  the  United  States  of  America.  In  this  way  a 
\  harvest  of  dissatisfaction  and  animosities  is  constantly  ma- 
'  turing.  Patronage  in  politics  is  tbe  fatal  bane  of  parties. 
In  literature  and  science  it  worka  diaastrously,  in  all  direc- 
tions— upon  him  who  dispenses,  upon  those  who  receive, 
and  upon  all  from  whom  it  is  withheld. 

The  organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  as  fol- 
lows: 
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The  "  SsUblishmeni,"  by  the  name  of  tho  "Smithsonian  InstitatioiL" 

F&AKKLIN  Pierce,  President  of  tho  United  States. 

,  Vice  President  of  the  United  titates. 

William  L.  Marct,  Secretary  of  State. 

James  Guthrie,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Jefferson  Davis,  Secretary  of  War. 

James  C.  Dobbin,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

James  Campbell,  Pot^tmastor  GeneraL 

Caleb  Cushino,  Attorney  GeneraL 

Roger  B.  Tanet,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States. 

Charles  Mason,  Commissioner  of  Patents. 

John  T.  Towers,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

honorary  members. 

Robert  Hare,  Washington  Trying,  Benjamin  Sillimav,  Pj 
Cleavsland. 

board  of  regents. 

,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

BoGER  B.  Tanet,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States. 
John  T.  Towers,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington. 
James  A.  Pearce,  member  of  tho  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
James  M.  Ma»on,  member  of  tho  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Stephen  A.  Douglas,  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
'\Villiam  II.  English,  member  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives. 
pAViD  Stuart,  member  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives. 
j^UES  M  EACH  AM,  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

^ ,  citizen  of  Massachusetts. 

/iipEON  Hawley,  citizen  of  New  York. 

J    Macpherson  Berrien,  citizen  of  Georgia. 

Richard  Rush,  citizen  of  Pennsylvania. 

Alexander  D.  Bache,  member  of  the  National  Institute,  Washingto' 

j^EPU  G.  Totten,  member  of  the  National  Institute,  Washington. 

Tbo  active  government  of  the  Institution  is  in  the  han 
f  the  following  officers  and  committees  : 

iPmAKKLiH  Pierce,  ear-q^cio  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Institution. 

J^*_  _       -,  Assistant  Secretary,  in  charge  of  Library. 

-       T^.«  F    BaiRD,  Assistant  Secretary,  in  charge  of  the  Museum. 

?.?*AiiP«i  ^-  ^^^°"»  1 

A*»*^  ^     PbaRCE,  >  Executive  Committee. 

JS10.T0TT.K     J 

*^^         RUSH,      j 

•  Building  Committee. 


ttAOER  B-  Taney,  Chancellor  of  the  Institution. 
?*V»ii  H*NRT,  Secretary  of  the  Institution. 


^H^  H.  Iirot»*« 


Yw:  SllS».  "i^^^^ 


MfliiBlittee  feel  i^  t^eir  duty  to  submit  a  few  remark^ 
"\to thifl  organization. 

by  ti*«  evidence  that  so  much  of  it  as  is  called 

luiient''  b^  never  performed  any  part  what- 

„|0tr»tion  of  the  Institution.    It  is  obvious 

l^ho  reside  at  a  great  distance  from  Wash- 

,  little  to  do  with  its  management   Those 
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of  them  who  are  members  of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, unless  their  residence,  during  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, is  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  cannot  be  expected, 
for  the  most  part,  to  have  that  influence  over  its  operations 
which  those  who  reside  permanently  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, or  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  will  more  naturallv  exer- 
cise. The  Executive  Committee  is  the  body  in  which  the 
government  substantially  exists. 

It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  it  is  expedient  to  sur- 
round such  an  institution  with  an  array  of  high  official  dig- 
nitaries. Their  great  offices  and  characters  are  committed 
to  all  the  proceedings  of  the  institution,  while  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  give  much  time  and  attention  to  their  exam- 
ination. When  the  venerable  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  after  hearing  both  parties  and  a  thorough  scrutiny 
ot  the  merits  of  all  questions  involved,  and  in  the  exercise  of 
the  high  function  to  which  his  life  is  consecrated  and  set 
apart,  pronounces  a  solemn  judgment  from  the  bench,  we 
bow  to  his  learning  and  wisdotji ;  but  it  may,  perhaps,  be 
doubted  whether  it  is  expedient  to  attempt  to  make  him  re- 
sponsible for  all  the  doings  of  an  institution  entirely  out  of 
the  sphere  of  his  duties  and  pursuits,  and  with  whose  officers 
he  cannot  have  much  communication.  As  it  has  been  as- 
certained that  the  institution  is  not  a  corporation,  and  its 
anomalous  character  in  that  respect  may  give  rise  to  per- 
plexing and  unforeseen  difficulties  that  will  reach  the  legal 
tribunals,  it  may  well  be  questioned  whether  that  august 
judicial  personage  ought  to  be  mixed  up  at  all  with  its  busi- 
ness details. 

If  the  institution  could  be  organized  in  a  simpler  form, 
and  its  secretary  made  the  head  of  a  bureau  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  and  subject,  like  other  heads  of  bureaus, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  he  might  pursue  substantially 
the  same  course  as  at  present,  if  that  should  continue  to  be 
thought  advisable,  with  a  clearly  ascertained  line  of  duty 
and  responsibility,  and  a  full  adjustment  of  all  his  relations, 
above  to  the  head  of  the  department,  around  to  his  asso- 
ciates, and  to  all  subordinates  of  every  grade.  This,  how- 
ever, we  desire  to  have  considered  as  a  mere  suggestion, 
made  in  passing.  If  all  other  plans  are  found  defective, 
and  beset  with  inconveniences,  this  may,  at  some  future 
day,  be  tried  in  the  last  resort. 

Whatever  arrangements  may  be  made  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  institution,  it  is  of  extreme  importance  that  the 
relations  among  the  several  officers  attached  to  it  be  defined 
and  settled  by  law,  or,  at  any  rate,  by  by-laws.     In  every 
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organization  to  which  several  officers  are  attached  such  a 
provision  is  highly  desirable,  but  pre-eminently  so  where  the 
8ai.d  officers  are  gentlemen  of  scientific  and  literary  attain- 
ment and  reputation.  The  spirit  of  self-respect  and  a  sen- 
sitiveness to  personal  rights  prevail  nowhere  with  greater 
keenness  and  intensity  than  in  the  republic  of  letters. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution  stands  on  a  different  footing 
from  any  in  this  country,  and,  in  some  particulars,  especially 
in  regard  to  the  peculiar  character  of  our  Government,  in 
any  other  country.  In  some  leading  features  it,  perhaps, 
bears  a  closer  resemblance  to  the  British  Museum  than  to 
any  other.  The  recent  history  of  that  institution  may,  per- 
haps, be  found  instructive  to  us. 

The  British  Museum  was  founded  about  a  hundred  years 
ago,  upon  the  conditional  bequest  by  an  individual  of  prop- 
erty less  in  amount  than  the  bequest  of  Smithson.  It  has 
since  received  some  two  millions  of  pounds  sterling  of  the 
public  funds. 

Within  the  last  twenty  years  there  have  been  two  select 
committees  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  one  royal  com- 
mission appointed  to  inquire  into  the  condition,  manage- 
ment, and  affairs  of  this  institution. 

Its  government  is  vested  in  a  board  of  trustees,  in  num- 
ber forty-eight,  one  of  whom  (H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge) is  directly  named  by  the  crown,  twenty-three  are 
regents  ex  officio^  nine  are  named  by  the  representatives  or 
executors  of  parties  who  have  been  aonors  to  the  institution, 
and  fifteen  are  elected. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  trustees : 

EX  OFFICIO. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  principal  trustees  ;  the  President  of  the  Council ;  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury ;  the  Lord  Privy  Seal ;  the  First  Lord  of  tho 
Admiralty ;  the  Lord  Steward ;  the  Lord  Chamberlain  ;  the  Colonial  Sec- 
retary of  State ;  the  Foreign  Secretary  of  State ;  the  Home  Secretary  of 
State  ;  the  Bishop  of  London ;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen's  Bench  ;  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas  ;  the  Master  of  the  Rolls:  the  Attorney  General ;  tho  Solicitor  Gen- 
eral; the  President  of  the  Royal  Society ;  the  President  of  tho  College  of 
Physicians  ;  the  President  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries ;  tho  President  of 
the  Royal  Academy. 

FAMILY   TRUSTEES. 

The  Earl  of  Cadogan,  Lord  Stanley,  Sloano  family ;  George  Booth  Tyn- 
dale,  Esq.,  Rev.  Francis  Annesley,  Cotton  family;  Lord  H.  W.  Bentinck, 
the  Earl  of  Cawdor,  Harlein  family;  Charles  Townlcy,  Esq.,  Townley 
family;  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  Elgin  family;  John  Knight,  Esq.,  Knight 
family. 

ELECTED    TRUSTEES. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  ;  the  Earl  of  Derby  ;  the  Duke  of  Rutland  ;  the 
Harquis  of  Lansdowne;  Sir  Robert  Peel,  bart. ;  the  Duke  of  Hamilton; 
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Sir  Robert  H.  Io^Hb,  bart. ;  Henry  Hallam,  ^sq. ;  William  K.  Hamilton^ 
Esq. ;  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  ;  the  Right  Hon.  T.  B.  Macaulay ;  WiiliaiD 
Buckland,  D.  D.,  Dean  of  Westminster;  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  David  Dun* 
das;  the  Right  Hon.  H.  Goulburn;  the  Marquis  of  Northampton. 

Complaints  a^inst  the  management  of  the  institutioa 
became  so  prevalent  that,  notwithstanding  the  mighty  array 
of  elevated  functionaries  and  illustrious  literary  and  scien- 
tific persons  behind  which  it  was  entrenched,  it  became 
necessary  for  the  House  of  Commons  to  turn  its  attention 
to  it. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1835,  it  was  ordered  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  "  that  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 

Suire  into  the  condition,  management,  and  aftairs  of  the 
British  Museum,''  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
The  committee  consisted  of  thirty-three,  including  many  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  House. 

The  committee  held  nineteen  meetings,  and  on  the  6th  of 
August,  1835,  reported  a  mass  of  testimony  making  a  folio 
volume  of  623  pages. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1836,  the  subject  was  again  taken 
up,  and  became  the  occasion  of  a  debate.  Among  other 
complaints  made  by  members,  it  was  aflBirmed  that  the  state- 
ment- made  by  Sir  Humphry  Davy  was  correct,  "that  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  were  considered  as  the 
real  acting  governors  of  the  institution."  A  new  committee 
of  fifteen  was  appointed,  composed  of  distinguished  persons,. 
and  authorized  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records.  It 
held  twenty-eight  meetings,  and  reported  to  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1836.  Certain  improve- 
ments were  made  in  the  condition  of  the  institution,  as  the 
result  of  these  parliamentary  proceedings. 

The  public  mind  seems  to  have  become  again  excited  or 
the  subject,  by  complaints  arising  from  the  community  and 
from  officers  of  the  institution ;  and  in  1847  a  royal  commis- 
eion  was  formed,  consisting  of  four  noblemen  and  eight  com- 
moners, all  eminent  persons.  They  prosecuted  their  re- 
eearehes  with  great  diligence,  and  the  result  of  their  labors,, 
in  1850,  was  a  folio  volume  of  more  than  1,000  pages.  The 
whole  number  of  questions  and  answers  is  10,933.  The 
chairman  of  the  commission  was  the  Earl  of  Ellesmere.  He 
presented  an  elaborate,  full,  and  independent  report.  One 
or  two  extracts  may  be  read  with  advantage  by  those  who 
have  the  management  of  literary  and  scientific  institutions: 

'*Such  a  board  of  trustees,  to  any  one  who  considers  the  individuals  who 
compose  it,  with  reference  to  their  rank,  intelligence,  and  ability,  would 
i^i  ve  assurance  rather  than  promiBe  of  the  most  unexceptionable,  and,  indeed^ 
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wiBeBt  adminictration  in  every  doparlment.  High  attainments  in  literature 
and  in  scieoce,  great  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  world  and  its  affairt, 
and  practiced  habits  of  business,  distinguish  many  of  them  in  an  eminent 
degree ;  and  it  would  be  unjust  either  to  deny  the  interest  which  all  of  them 
feel  in  the  prosperity  of  the  institution  or  refrain  from  acknowledging  the 
devoted  services  which  some  of  them  have  rendered  in  its  administration. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  absorbing  public  cares,  professional  avocations,  and 
the  pursuits  of  private  life,  must,  in  many  instances,  prevent  those  indi- 
viduals whose  assistance  might  have  been  best  relied  on  from  giving  any- 
thing like  continued  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  institution." 

While  the  report  alludes,  in  the  above  language,  to  the 
inability  of  such  oflBicial  persons,  in  general,  to  attend  with 
sufficient  particularity  to  any  extra  Dusiness  incidental  to 
affairs  out  of  the  sphere  of  their  more  appropriate  duties, 
it  makes  an  exception  in  favor  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, who,  in  the  words  of  the  report,  "gave  to  its  affi&irs 
more  time  and  attention  than  we  could  have  supposed  it 

Eossible  for  a  person  the  most  active  to  have  spared  from 
is  momentous  and  sacred  duties." 

The  commissioners  dwell  at  length  upon  the  fact  that  the 
trustees  were  not  in  the  habit  of  communicating  directly 
with  any  other  officers  of  the  institution  but  the  secretary, 
as  in  the  following  passage: 

"  The  secretary  attends  all  the  meetings,  and  the  officers  of  the  establish- 
ment, generally,  are  perfectly  aware  of  the  extent  of  his  influence  and  con- 
trol over  the  business,  while  he  has  no  direct  responsibility  for  the  conduct 
or  actual  state  of  any  department. 

"  There  may  be  many  cases,  certainly,  in  which  it  is  not  expedient  only, 
but  necessary,  that  the  board  should  deliberate  in  the  absence  even  of  the 
principal  librarian,  or  of  the  heads  of  departments ;  but  there  must  be  ex- 
ceptional cases,  and  considering  the  persons  who  are  heads  of  departments, 
and  the  knowledge  and  ability  by  which  they  are  and  ought  to  be  distin- 
guished, it  seems  impossible  to  suppose  that  the  trustees  would  not  derive  the 
greatest  assistance  from  immediate,  full  and  unreserved  communication 
with  them  on  questions  arising  in  the  administration  of  their  respective 
departments.  We  find,  however,  there  is  scarcely  one  of  the  highest  officers 
of  the  institution  who  has  not  complained  of  systematic  exclusion  from  the 
board  when  the  affairs  of  bis  department  are  under  considorntion,  as  equally 
disparaging  to  himself  and  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  department, 
giving  no  opportunity  of  explaining  their  reports  or  meeting  the  objec- 
tions and  criticisms  to  which  they  may  have  been  subject;  and  their  own 
absence,  joined  to  that  of  the  principal  librarian,  leaves  them  under  the 
painful  but  natural  impression,  where  their  suggestions  are  disallowed,  that 
the  interests  with  which  they  are  charged  have  not  been  fully  represented. 
We  cannot  but  ascribe  to  this  cause  the  unfortunate  and  unseemly  jealousies 
which  the  evidence  shows  to  have  long  existed  among  the  principal  officers 
of  the  museum  ;  their  distrust  in  the  security  of  the  means  by  which  they 
communicate  with  the  board,  their  misgivings  as  to  the  fullness  and  fairness 
of  the  consideration  which  their  suggestions  receive,  and  their  feelings  of 
injustice  done  to  their  own  department,  arising,  it  may  be,  from  an  over 
zeal  for  its  interests  or  over  estimate  of  its  importance. 

Finally,  they  use  this  language  in  reference  to  what  they 
judge  to  be  the  too  overshadowing  power  allowed  to  the 
secretary  by  the  trustees: 
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"  From  his  control  of  tho  businosa,  constant  intorcour«e  vith  the  triiBteM, 
and  attendunce  at  all  tboir  Dicwtlngs.  ha  has  arUen  to  be  tho  most  important 
officer  in  the  eBlubliahment,  though  without  that  tespan»ibility  which  at- 
tiichod  to  the  prindpnl  librarian  aad  tbo  heada  of  departments.  The  ia- 
fluencopiispaaiHl  by  thiaofficur  in  the  affairs  uf  tbo  muaeiim  bai  followed 
the  uauni  couraa  where  the  secretar;  in  permanent,  and  where  the  adminis- 
trative board  is  fluctuating,  and  must  depend  mainly  upon  tho iccretary  for 
Ibo  information  required  in  the  diepalch  of  ordinary  business." — (Rep<n-t 

The  case  of  the  British  Museum  confirms  the  conviction 
that  whatever  power  ia  lodged  in  the  secretary — and  we  do 
not  advise  to  encroach  upon  or  to  diminish  his  authority — it 
ia  alt-important  to  have  it  defined  and  guided,  and  guarded 
by  express  regulation.  Gentlemen  of  education  and  refined 
sensibilities  will  be  willing  to  conform  to  rules  in  the  shape 
of  law,  but  will  alwaysreluct  against  and  resent  the  exerciso 
of  absolute  and  unrestrained  power.  Every  American  heart 
instinctively  resists  arbitrary  authority;  no  reasonable  mind 
objects  to  conformity  to  established  regulations,  and  obedi- 
ence to  defined,  permanent,  and  uniform  rules.  Beyond 
those  rules  the  rights  of  a  subordinate  officer  are  as  perfect 
as  those  of  any  other  man,  Within  them  he  feels  that  it  is 
□o  degradation  to  obey.  It  is  not  at  all  improbable  that 
many  of  the  difficulties  that  have  been  encountered  in  the 
British  Museum  and  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  have 
arisen  not  so  much  from  lodging  too  much  power  in  the 
secretary  as  from  the  absence  of  by-laws  fully  defining  the 
powers,  duties,  and  relations  of  all  the  officers  employed  in 
them.  The  committee  is  particularly  desirous  to  have  it 
understood  that  they  feel  justified  in  expressing  a  very  de- 
cided opinion  that  the  difficulties  that  have  arisen,  and  which 
the  evidence  sufficiently  discloses,  in  the  bosom  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  the  dissatisfaction  that  may  exist  in  some  por- 
tions of  the  community,  may  safely  be  attributed  to  the 
causes  just  mentioned,  and  not  in  the  least  to  any  want  of 
fidelity  or  zeal  on  the  part  of  its  managers. 

As  It  respects  the  general  policy  advocated  by  the  friends 
of  a  library  to  make  it  the  prominent  feature  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  the  committee  arc  of  opinion  that  the 
funds  of  the  institution  are  sufficient  to  accomplish  that  ob- 
ject at  a  mnro  rapid  rate  of  gradual  accumulation  than  here- 
tofore, without  essentially  impairing  the  usefulness  and 
efficacy  of  the  policy  pursued  at  present  by  tJie  managers. 
Active  operations,  original  researches,  and  the  publication 
of  scientific  treatises,  if  the  whole  income  were  consumed 
in  them,  would  have  to  be  confined  far  within  the  limits  of 
what  would  be  desirable.  A  limitation  must  be  Buffi^red  at 
some  poiut  within  the  income;  and  the  satisfaction  of  the 
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<;ountry  is  of  greater  importance  than  a  few  thousand  dol- 
lars, more  or  less,  expended  in  either  direction. 

But  a  few  words  are  needed  to  do  justice  to  the  value  of 
«r  great  universal  library  at  the  metropolis  of  the  Union. 
Every  person  who  undertakes  to  prepare  and  publish  a  book 
on  any  subject  will  be  found  to  bear  testimony  to  the  need 
of  such  a  library.  The  great  historians  and  classical  writers 
of  the  country  have  to  send  abroad,  often  to  go  abroad  in 

{)erson,  in  order  to  obtain  materials  for  their  works.  All 
iterary  men  are  .eager  to  inspect  catalogues  and  explore 
xilcoves  in  the  prosecution  of  their  favorite  departments, 
xmd  there  is  no  direction  in  which  they  are  more  tempted 
to  drain  their  generally  quite  moderate  resources  than  in 
the  purchase  of  books.  Such  a  library  as  would  be  accum- 
ulated by  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  annually  for  twenty 
years,  judiciously  expended,  would  be  frequented  by  schol- 
ars and  authors  in  much  larger  numbers  than  persons  not 
acquainted  with  their  wants  will  be  likely  to  suppose.  In 
half  a  century  it  would  give  to  America  a  library  unequaled 
in  value,  and  probably  in  size,  in  the  world. 

There  is  a  special  reason  why  such  a  library  should  be 
provided  at  this  seat  of  the  Federal  Government.  The  an- 
nals of  all  other  countries,  running  back  into  the  past,  are 
Boon  shrouded  in  fable  or  lost  in  total  darkness ;  but  ours, 
during  their  whole  duration,  are  within  the  range  of  un- 
olouded  history.  The  great  social,  moral,  and  political  ex- 
periment here  going  on,  to  test  the  last  hope  of  humanity, 
is  capable  of  being  described  in  clear  and  certain  records. 
The  history  of  each  State  and  Territory  can  be  written  on 
the  solid  basis  of  ascertained  facts.  In  each  State  and  Ter- 
ritory there  are,  and,  from  the  first,  have  been,  many  per- 
sons who  are  preparing,  and  have  published,  works  illus- 
trative of  the  entire  progress  of  those  respective  communi- 
ties. In  local  histories,  commemorative  addresses,  and  the 
vast  variety  of  productions  of  this  sort,  our  literature  is  rich 
and  ample  beyond  that  of  any  other  people.  There  is  no  way 
in  which  the  patriotism  and  virtue  of  a  people  can  be  so 
effectually  fostered  and  strengthened  as  by  cherishing  in 
their  breasts  an  interest  in  their  ancestry,  in  the  incidents 
that  have  marked  the  fortunes  of  their  States,  their  towns,* 
and  the  scenes  of  their  residence — the  transmitted  reminis-* 
cences  of  their  homes  and  firesides.  It  would  be  a  great 
and  a  good  thing,  could  there  be  collected  in  a  national 
library,  in  distinct  alcoves,  all  valuable  publications  illustrat- 
ing the  history  of  the  several  States  of  this  Union.  DiflTer- 
^nt  processes  of  legislation,  and  various  social  and  political 
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influences,  have  operated  upon  them  severally,  and  the 
records  of  the  results  ought  to  be  here  for  the  inspection 
and  instruction  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  them- 
selves, and  of  the  whole  world. 

But,  if  every  other  description  of  books  is  avoided  or 
crowded  out,  there  is  one  which  surely  ought  not  to  be. 
If  the  resources  of  the  institution  are  to  be  exclusively  or 
mainly  devoted  to  science  rather  than  to  general  literature 
and  knowledge,  it  ought,  at  any  rate,  to  have  within  its 
walls  a  perfect  and  universal  library  of  science  and  art — 
not  merely  modern  science  and  recent  researches,  but  all 
the  publications,  of  all  ages  and  all  countries,  that  illustrate 
the  progress  of  science,  as  such.  If  we  cannot  have  a  uni- 
versal library,  give  us,  at  least,  a  scientific  library  such  as 
no  other  nation  can  boast. 

One  advantage  of  a  liberal  expenditure  for  a  library,  not 
to  be  thought  lightly  of  in  a  government  resting  entirely  on 
popular  opmion,  is  that  it  results  in  something  that  shows 
for  itself;  the  people  can  see  in  it  what  has  become  of  the 
money.  It  would  forever  grow  before  their  eyes,  and,  in 
all  coming  generations,  from  its  unapproached  and  ever  ex- 
panding magnitude,  would  be  an  object  of  perpetually  in- 
creasing national  pride.  Under  the  present  policy  the  mnds 
disappear,  as  they  are  expended,  however  salutary  their 
application  may  have  been,  and  the  only  monuments  are  a 
few  volumes,  admirable  no  doubt  in  their  form  and  sub- 
stance, highly  appreciated  by  scientific  societies  at  home  and 
abroad,  but  never  seen  by  the  people. 

The  short  time  allowed  them,  the  necessary  consequent 
inadequateness  of  their  investigations  and  deliberations, 
and  the  impossibility  of  any  legislative  action  by  this  Con- 
gress, restrain  the  committee  from  reporting  any  bill  to  the 
House ;  but,  in  view  of  all  circumstances,  as  a  measure  of 
peace,  as  a  mutual  concession,  which  in  such  a  matter  is  the 
only  way  of  settling  a  diflBiculty,  they  would  express  their 
conviction  that  the  compromise  adopted  at  an  early  day  by 
the  Board  of  Regents  ought  to  be  restored,  and  that  all  de^ 
sirable  ends  may  be  ultimately  secured  by  dividing  the  in- 
come equally  between  the  library  and  museum  on  one  part, 
and  active  operations  on  the  other. 

The  only  other  suggestion  the  committee  have  to  make 
is  the  expediency,  in  order  to  avoid  all  embarrassment  in 
future,  to  have  each  division  of  the  institution  placed  under 
its  proper  and  distinctive  head.  Let  the  secretary  have 
charge  of  the  active  operations,  preside  over  the  scientific 
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researches,  and  direct  the  publications.  Let  the  librarian 
have  charge  of  the  library  and  museum.  If  the  two  depart- 
ments are  thus  separated,  and  placed  under  the  control  of 
well-devised  and  clearly  defined  regulations,  never  interfer- 
ing with  each  other,  but  working  freely  and  harmoniously 
in  their  respective  spheres,  each  principal  responsible  only 
for  his  own  province,  and  subject  alike  to  a  common  head, 
whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  a  Board  of  Regents, 
the  institution  would,  we  think,  be  found  to  work  most 
auspiciously,  and  produce  the  best  and  greatest  results. 

Mr.  Wm.  H.  Wittb,  of  Penn.,  from  the  Select  Committee, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of 
the  Hon.  Rufus  Choate,  resigning  the  oflBice  of  regent  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  also  the  resolution  thereon 
to  inquire  whether  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has  been 
managed  and  its  funds  expended  in  accordance  with  the 
law  establishing  it,  and  whether  any  additional  legisla- 
tion be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  design  of  its  founders, 
report — 

[Mr.  Nath.  G.  Taylor,  of  Tenn.,  concurring;  and  Mr. 
Richard  C.  Puryear,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Dan- 
iel Wells,  of  Wisconsin,  although  not  dissenting  from 
all  the  views,  preferred  not  to  sign  either  this  report  or 
the  report  made  by  Mr.  Upham  alone.] 

That  they  have  made  a  patient  examination  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  have  concluded  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of 
complaint  against  the  regents  or  the  secretary,  in  regard  to 
the  construction  of  the  act  of  Congress  establishing  the  in- 
stitution, and  the  plan  of  organization  adopted  by  the 
regents,  or  the  manner  in  which  its  affairs  have  been  ad- 
ministered. The  subjects  included  in  the  resolution  may 
be  appropriately  arranged  under  the  following  heads : 

1.  The  proper  construction  of  the  act  of  Congress  estab- 
lishing the  institution. 

2.  The  plan  of  organizing  and  administering  the  affairs  of 
the  institution  adopted  by  the  regents  in  pursuance  of  the 
law. 

3.  The  question  whether  any  new  legislation  is  necessary. 

4.  The  administration  of  this  plan  by  the  regents  and 
secretary. 
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Of  these  the  committee  will  treat  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  stated : 

1.  The  proper  construction  of  the  act  of  Congress. 

The  question  whether  the  bequest  of  Mr.  iSmithson  should 
be  applied  chiefly  to  the  formation  of  a  great  national  libra- 
ry, or  to  researches  for  the  increase  of  knowledge^  and  the  pub- 
lication and  circulation  of  their  results,  for  its  diffasim  among 
meriy  divided  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
^Regents  at  their  first  meeting.  These  difierences  of  opin- 
ion were  compromised  at  the  organization  of  the  institution 
"by  a  resolution,  which  the  regents  have  lately  repealed. 

That  resolution  provided,  prospectively,  and,  on  a  contin- 
gency— ^which  may  be  said  to  have  just  occurred,  ^the  com- 
pletion of  the  Smithsonian  building) — for  an  equal  division 
of  the  fund  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Board  of  Regents 
"between  the  two  objects  above  stated :  a  national  library, 
museum  and  gallery  of  art  on  the  one  hand,  and  researches, 
publications  and  lectures  on  the  other. 

This  compromise  resolution  has  been  repealed  by  the 
Board  of  Regents  during  their  present  session,  and  instead 
of  it  they  have  adopted  the  following: 

^*lU9olvedy  That  hereafter  the  annual  appropriations  shall  he  apportioned 
specifically  among  the  different  ohjects  and  operations  of  the  institution  in 
aucb  manner  as  may,  in  the  judgment  of  tne  regents,  he  necessary  and 
proper  for  each,  according  to  its  intrinsic  importance,  and  a  compliance  in 
good  faith  with  the  law/' 

The  adoption  of  this  resolution  was  followed  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Choate,  one  of  the  regents,  and  in  his  letter 
of  resignation,  addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  he 
assumes  that  the  act  of  Congress  presented  a  rule  of  appro- 
priation which  is  set  aside  by  the  resolution.  Whether  the 
Board  of  Regents  or  Mr.  Choate  are  right  in  this  respect 
must  be  determined  by  a  reference  to  the  act  of  Congress. 

When  it  had  created  the  institution,  given  it  a  corporate 
name,  invested  it  with  certain  powers,  subjected  it  to  specific 
restrictions,  provided  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building, 
and  directed  an  annual  appropriation  not  exceeding  $25,000 
for  the  gradual  formation  of  a  library,  it  proceeded  to  de- 
clare that  of  any  other  moneys  accrued^  or  to  accrue  as  interest 
on  the  fund^  not  otherwise  appropriated  nor  required  for  the 
purposes  therein  provided,  the  managers  were  thereby  "au- 
thorized to  make  such  disposal  as  they  shall  deem  best  suited 
for  the  promotion  of  the  purposes  of  the  testator,  anything 
therein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

Beyond  any  reasonable  controversy,  here  is  a  discretion- 
ary and  controlling  power  given  to  the  Board  of  Regents 

39 


610  CONGRESSIONAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

over  the  whole  income  of  the  fund,  except  only  such  portion 
of  it  as  had  been  appropriated,  or  should  be  required  for 
purposes  provided  by  the  act.  To  determine  the  extent  of 
this  discretionary  power,  it  becomes  necessary  then  to  ascer- 
tain what  appropriation  had  been  made,  and  what  purposes 
were  provided  by  the  act. 

It  directs  the  selection  of  a  lot  and  the  erection  of  a  suit- 
able building,  but  does  not  limit  the  amount  of  expenditure, 
nor  make  any  appropriation  for  it.  It  provides  "  that  in 
proportion  as  suitable  arrangement  can  be  made  for  their 
reception,"  the  several  objects  specified  in  the  6th  section 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  and 
requires  the  arrangements  and  classification  of  them. 

It  directs  the  regents  to  appropriate  "  from  the  interest  of 
said  fund  a  sum  not  exceeding  an  average  of  $25,000  annually 
for  the  gradual  formation  of  a  library,"  and  then  places  the 
whole  residue  of  the  increase  of  the  fund  at  their  disposaL 
Can  this  be  doubted?  For  the  various  purposes  provided 
by  the  act  no  appropriations  are  made.  The  library  forms 
the  only  exception,  and  the  sole  limit  of  the  discretionary 
power  of  the  regents  over  appropriations  for  a  library  is 
that  they  shall  not  exceed  an  annual  average  of  $25,000. 
Within  that  limit  their  discretion  is  full  and  entire.  Sup- 
pose any  appropriation  made  in  any  given  year  for  the 
gradual  formation  of  a  library,  can  any  one  doubt  that  the 
regents  have  the  power  to  make  such  an  appropriation  or  so 
to  limit  it  ?  And  is  there  any  reason  why  they  might  not 
limit  the  appropriation  to  a  still  smaller  sura  ?  They  might, 
indeed,  be  liable  to  the  charge  of  evading  the  law,  if  those 
appropriations  were  for  mere  nominal  sums,  so  that  in  the 
course  of  a  series  of  years  no  sensible  progress  could  be 
made  in  the  gradual  formation  of  a  library.  But  this  is  an 
extreme  case,  from  which  no  argument  can  be  drawn  against 
their  discretion  to  limit  the  appropriation  for  a  library,  while 
intending  in  good  faith  to  provide  for  its  gradual  formation. 

Then  suppose  them  to  apply  an  amount  sufficient  to  meet 
all  the  expenses  necessarily  resulting  from  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  still  there  would  remain  a  considerable  sum  not  ap- 
plied to  any  purpose.  If  the  Board  of  Regents  believe  that 
its  application  to  scientific  researches  and  their  publication 
be  "  best  suited  for  the  promotion  of  the  purposes  of  the 
testator,"  can  it  be  doubted  that  they  would  have  the  right 
so  to  apply  it  ? 

The  ninth  section  of  the  act  gives  this  power  in  full. 
When  they  have  met  the  current  expenses  of  the  institu- 
tion, from  time  to  time  made  the  necessary  appropriations 
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for  the  building  in  process  of  erection,  and,  exercising  their 
discretion  within  the  limit  prescribed  to  them,  have  made 
an  annual  appropriation  for  a  library,  what  remains  is 
placed  at  their  *' disposal,"  to  promote  the  purposes  of  the 
testator  by  the  use  of  such  means  as  "  they  (the  Board  of 
Regents)  shall  deem  best  suited"  to  accomplish  this  object. 
In  construing  the  act  of  Congress  the  committee  confine 
themselves  to  the  act  itself — to  the  plain  import  of  the  terms 
in  which  it  is  expressed,  and  to  the  necessary  results  of  the 
provisions  which  it  contains.  They  do  not  resort  to  what 
is  called  its  parliamentary  history.  The  reported  speeches 
of  members  upon  the  bill  while  pending  in  Congress,  and 
even  votes  upon  amendments  made  or  rejectea,  do  not 
answer  this  purpose.  The  first  only  disclose  the  individual 
opinions  of  the  speakers — ^the  second  frequently  do  not  ex- 
hibit the  object  of  those  who  voted  for  or  against  the  par- 
ticular amendment.  A  speech  made  by  one  member  is 
often  at  variance  with  the  views  of  those  who  unite  with 
him  in  voting  for  a  particular  provision.  They  frequently 
sustain  it  on  other  and  difierent  grounds.  So  too  the  ma- 
jority or  intermediate  vote  is  frequently  composed  of  the 
friends  and  opponents  of  the  bill ;  the  latter  advocating  a 
particular  amendment  with  the  hope  and  in  the  belief  that 
it  will  prove  an  incumbrance  to  the  measure  in  the  view  of 
8ome  of  its  advocates,  and  thus  contribute  to  its  defeat;  or 
they  may  think  that  a  particular  proviso  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out  is  unnecessary  as  being  comprehended  in  some 
other  part  of  the  act. 

A  careful  scrutiny  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
of  Representatives,  while  this  law  was  pending  before 
them,  would  show  how  unsafe  a  guide  the  resort  to  the 
parliamentary  history  of  a  bill  would  be  in  the  ascer- 
tainment of  its  true  construction.  This  maj'  reconcfle  us  to 
an  adherence  to  those  rules  which  the  wisdom  of  ages  has 
devised  for  the  interpretation  of  statutes.  We  are  endeav- 
oring to  ascertain  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board  of 
Regents,  and  to  do  this  we  seek  to  discover  the  true  inter- 
pretation of  the  act  of  Congress  and  the  will  of  Mr.  Smith- 
son,  which,  taken  tos:ether,  confer  their  powers  and  pre- 
Bcribe  their  duties.  These  two  sources  of  power  and  duty 
are  spoken  of  as  necessarily  connected ;  for,  although  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  was  created  by  act  of  Congress,  and 
will  cease  to  exist  whenever  Congress  shall  think  proper  to 
repeal  that  act,  yet  both  Congress  and  the  institution,  so 
long  as  it  continues  to  exist,  are  bound  to  carry  the  inten- 
tion of  the  testator  into  effect. 
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The  trust  has  been  accepted  by  Congress  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  faith  of  the  United  States  has  been 
pledged  for  its  faithful  execution  ^'  according  to  the  will  of 
the    enlightened  and  liberal  donor/'     While,  therefore. 
Congress,  acting  as  agents  of  the  United  States,  have  the 
power  to  divert  the  fund  to  purposes  other  than  those  which 
may  be  according  to  '^  the  will  of  the  liberal  and  enlightened 
donor,''  their  right  to  do  so  can  never  be  affirmed ;  and 
though  the  Board  of  Regents  cannot  and  do  not  claim  a 
right  to  place  themselves  in  an  antagonistical  position  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  whose  sub-agents  fiiej  are, 
yet  in  construing  the  act  of  Congress,  if  it  wul  admit  of  twa 
constructions,  one  of  which  seems  to  be  most  conformable 
to  the  purposes  of  the  will  of  Smithson,  the  regents  would, 
not  hesitate  to  accept  such  construction  in  preference  to  tho 
other  which  does  not  conform  to  the  will  of  the  testator*. 
This  is  merely  the  application  of  a  principle  universall]^" 
recognized  in  the  interpretation  of  statutes. 

In  the  present  case  two  constructions  are  given  to  the  ac 
of  Congress.    If  the  Board  of  Regents  consiaer  one  of  the 
to  be  more  consonant  to  the  purposes  of  Mr.  Smilhson'i 
will,  which  was  the  source  of  the  authority  of  Congress  t 
legislate  on  the  subject  for. any  purpose,  it  ought  to  I 
a(K>pted,  since  the  act  was  passed  evidently  for  the  pu 
pose  of  carrying  into  execution  "the  will  of  the  donor, 
and  especially  when  this  interpretation  affects  two  provi 
sions  of  the  act,  which  otherwise  would  be  without  objee^ 
or  operation. 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  inquire  whether  th 
scientific  researches,  and  the  publication  of  their  results 
are,  in  the  language  of  the  acts  of  Congress,  "  best  suited 

Eromote  the  purpose  of  the  testator."    The  question  i 
etwcen  such  researches,  made  and  published  at  Washing ' 
ton,  or  examined  under  the  authority  of  the  institution,  an  " 
circulated  throughout  the  civilized  world,  and  a  great  n 
tional  library,  to  be  established  in  this  city.     Mr.  Sinithsoi 
was  a  scholar,  a  man  of  science,  an  author  of  scientific  m 
moirs,  a  contributor  to  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Societw 
of  London,  familiar  with  the  language  in  which  his  will  i 
written,  and  perfectly  competent  to  decide  upon  the  apti- 
tude of  words  to  convey  the  ideas  they  were  intended  tcr 
express. 

It  might  well  be  expected  that  the  language  of  such  i» 
man  would  be  characterized  by  simplicity,  by  the  absence 
of  circumlocution  and  periphrasis^  which  is  well  described 
as  the  use  of  many  words  to  express  the  meaning  of  one. 
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If  he  had  yitended  to  furnish  to  the  people  of  the  United 
£tateBy  and  especially  to  the  citizens  of  Washington,  a  great 
library,  comprehending  all  that  was  then  known  in  every 
department  of  human  knowledge  and  culture,  he  would 
have  said  so  in  terms  not  to  be  misunderstood.  The  com- 
mittee cannot  doubt  that  if  he  had  merely  designed  to  pro- 
vide for  the  purchase  of  books,  to  become,  through  the 
.agency  of  the  United  States,  the  founder  of  a  library,  be 
would  have  used  the  simple  language  appropriate  to  such 
^n  intention.  He  would  have  said:  ^^I  bequeath  the  whole 
of  my  property,  subject,  Ac,  to  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, to  found,  at  Washington,  a  library,  under  the  name  of 
the  Smithsonian  Library." 

It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  any  man  having  such  an  ob- 
ject in  view  would  have  abandoned  the  plain,  simple,  intel- 
igible  language,  in  which  no  difference  of  construction 
<H>uld,  by  any  possibility,  have  arisen,  and  have  substituted 
for  it  the  sentence  which  is  found  in  his  will,  namely :  "  To 
found  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men." 

Again,  Mr.  Smithsou  was,  as  the  committee  have  before 
«aid,  a  man  of  science,  the  author  of  scientific  memoirs,  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  a  contributor  to  its  Trans- 
actions. What  is  more  natural  than  that  such  a  man  should, 
when  about  to  pass  away  from  the  scene  of  action,  dedicate 
liis  propertv  to  the  continued  prosecution  of  those  researches 
to  which  his  life  had  been  pnncipally  devoted.  The  words 
of  the  bequest  are  strongly  corroborative  of  this  view.  It 
is  for  the  "  increase  of  knowledge,"  not  merely  for  the  ac- 
-quirement  of  that  which  now  exists.  A  library  would  sub- 
serve the  latter  purpose,  but  could  only  indirectly  aid  in  the 
accomplishment  of  the  former  by  enabling  those  who  had 
mastered  its  contents  to  do  what  the  board  is  now  doing, 
namely — to  prosecute  researches  for  the  increase  of  knowl- 
edge. But  the  terms  of  the  bequest  require  not  merely  that 
it  should  be  applied  to  the  increase  of  knowledge,  but  also 
to  its  diffusion^  and  to  its  diffusion  among  men. 

The  benevolent  purposes  of  Mr.  Smithson  were  not  lim- 
ited to  the  citizens  of  Washington,  nor  yet  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  They  had  a  far  wider  scope.  A  man 
of  science  belongs  exclusively  to  no  particular  country. 
He  is  in  one  sense  a  cosmopolite,  at  home  in  all  places 
where  the  votaries  of  science  dwell,  and  under  every  clime 
they  are  the  objects  of  his  benevolence.     They  are  men 
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among  whom  be  desires  the  increase  and  diffusiqp,  of  hiowir 
edge. 

And  he  has  provided  for  this  in  his  will.  How  could  a 
vast  library  established  here  accomplish  this  object?  At 
most  it  would  be  accessible  to  the  people  of  Washington, 
to  casual  visitors,  and  to  those  who  came  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  consulting  its  volumes.  How  infinitely  short  would 
this  fall  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator,  which  was  first  the 
increase  and  then  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men  of 
whatever  country  or  whatever  clime. 

If  a  national  library  be  a  national  want,  who  should  sup- 
ply it  ?  Cannot  Congress,  which  represents  a  population  of 
twenty-five  millions,  with  resources  almost  incalculable, 
and  with  a  treasury  not  exhausted  or  impoverished,  but 
overflowing  with  revenue  ?  Can  it  not  spare  out  of  this 
abundance  whatever  may  be  necessary?  Is  it  not  now 
supplying  that  want  in  the  great  library  of  Congress,  to 
which  in  the  last  three  years  they  have  appropriated  more 
than  ninety  thousand  dollars  ?  It  is  accessible  now  to  every 
scholar  who  may  be  at  Washington,  and  will  in  a  few  years 
be  80  increased  under  the  policy  of  its  present  administra- 
tion as  to  supply  many  of  the  wants  of  the  student  and  the 
scientific  investigator.  Shall  a  nation  such  as  ours  depend 
for  this  national  want  upon  the  bounty  of  a  stranger  ?  The 
generous  impulse  of  the  American  heart  will  quickly 
prompt  the  answer — no. 

The  resolutions  of  compromise,  as  they  were  called,  to 
which  the  committee  have  before  alluded,  were  repealed  by 
the  Board  of  Regents  before  the  period  when  by  their  terms 
they  were  to  go  into  operation.  What  has  been  already 
said  will  show  that  the  committee  think  that  they  were 
properly  repealed.  Their  eftect  was  to  tie  up  the  hands  of 
the  Board  of  Regents,  to  deny  to  the  successors  of  those 
who  passed  them  the  exercise  of  that  discretion  with  which 
the  law  invested  the  board,  and  thus  to  defeat  the  act  of 
Congress  by  taking  away  that  discretion  in  regard  to  the 
disposal  of  the  fund  which  the  law  made  it  not  only  the  right 
but  the  duty  of  the  regents  to  exercise.  Nor  can  there  be 
any  breach  of  faith  in  this  repeal.  The  faith  which  the  re- 
gents owe  is  to  the  law  and  to  the  purpose  of  the  will  of 
Smithson,  and  any  arrangement  of  their  own  which  should 
restrain  them  from  promoting  this  purpose  by  the  means 
which  they  deem  best  suited  to  it,  would  itself,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  approach  more  nearly  to  a  breach 
of  faith. 

The  regents,  by  pledging  their  feith  to  one  another,  can- 
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not  escape  from  the  obligation  to  apply  the  funds  at  their 
control  to  the  objects  which  they  deem  best  suited  to  pro- 
mote the  purpose  of  the  testator.  The  act  of  Congress, 
according  to  the  plain  import  of  its  terms,  authorizes  the 
Board  of  Regents  to  employ  all  moneys  arising  from  the 
income  of  the  endowment  not  therein  appropriated  nor  re- 
quired for  the  purpose  therein  provided,  in  such  manner  as 
they  shall  deem  best  suited  for  the  "  purpose  of  the  testator,'* 
namely,  "  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men,"  and  this  authority  is  rendered  incontestible,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  committee,  by  the  concluding  clause  of  the 
section  which  empowers  the  feoard  of  Regents  to  exercise 
their  discretion  in  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  income,  "any- 
thing HERBiN  (the  act  of  Congress)  contained  to  the  con- 


trary NOTWITHSTANDING." 


This  grant  of  the  power  imposes  the  obligation  to  exer- 
cise the  discretion  which  it  confers.  Judicial  tribunals 
would  never  reverse  the  construction  of  a  statute,  the 
terms  of  which  were  so  plain  and  unmistakeable,  by  what 
is  at  all  times  dangerous,  a  resort  to  speeches  made  by 
a  few  of  the  lawgivers  who  framed  it,  or  the  votes  of 
members  actuated  by  motives  beyond  the  scrutiny  of  the 
expounder.  Looking,  therefore,  to  the  act  of  Congress  it- 
self, which,  as  was  said  by  a  Senator  in  a  recent  discussion, 
is  best  construed  by  "  the  examination  and  comparison  of  its 
various  provisions  and  the  admitted  purpose  of  its  enact- 
ment," the  committee  found  no  difficulty  in  coming  to  these 
conclusions  on  this  point.  They  find  in  the  law  directions 
to  the  Board  of  Regents  to  erect,  on  a  liberal  scale,  a  build- 
ing in  which  can  be  arranged  collections  of  natural  history, 
a  geological  and  mineralogical  cabinet,  a  museum,  a  library, 
chemical  laboratory,  gallery  of  art,  a  lectijre  room ;  and,  of 
course,  to  use  these  various  means  of  increasing  knowledge  in 
the  manner  and  for  the  purpose  to  which  they  are  adapted, 
and  for  which  they  are  required.  In  effect  the  law  says: 
"All  other  portions  of  the  income  dispose  of  as  you  may 
think  best  calculated  to  promote  the  purpose  of  the  testator." 
A  larger  discretion  can  hardly  be  conceived.  It  is  absolutely 
unlimited  in  relation  to  every  one  of  its  objects  except  a 
library,  and  to  this  the  appropriations  which  the  regents 
are  authorized  to  make  are  limited  to  a  maximum  amount 
which  they  are  not  at  liberty  to  exceed.  It  would  seem  to 
be  most  singular,  if  this  had  been  the  primary  and  cherished 
object  of  Congress  that  it  should  be  the  only  one  subjected 
to  such  a  limitation. 

It  might  be  thought,  if  this  had  been  their  primary  pur- 
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pose,  that  the  restrictions  would  have  been  imposed  upon 
the  appropriations  for  other  objects,  leaving  that  for  the 
library  unfettered.  K  we  turn  from  the  act  of  Congress  to 
the  will  of  Smithson  to  determine  the  manner  in  which  the 
trust  should  be  executed,  if  we  look  to  his  antecedents  and 
find  that  he  was  himself  a  searcher  into  the  mysteries  of 
nature  which  science  is  laboring  to  develope — not  so  much 
employed  in  studying  the  pages  of  those  who  have  written 
as  striving  to  read  the  unwritten  pages  of  nature's  book — if 
we  consider  the  plain  and  obvious  import  of  the  simple 
language  in  which  his  wishes  are  expressed,  and  contem- 
plate the  benefits  to  result  from  one  or  the  other  scheme  of 
appropriation  which  have  been  in  controversy;  if  we  con- 
sider these  things,  we  cannot  doubt  that  it  is  both  the  right 
and  the  duty  of  the  regents,  resulting  from  the  will  of  Smith- 
son  and  enjoined  by  the  act  of  Congress,  to  appropriate  such 
portion  of  his  funds  as  they  can  advantageously  employ  in 
scientific  researches  and  the  publication  and  circulation  of 
the  results  "among  men,"  wherever  men  exist  capable  of 
appreciating  them,  while,  at  the  same  time,  they  apply  another 
portion  of  the  fund,  according  to  a  sound  and  honest  discre- 
tion, to  the  particular  purposes  specified  in  the  act. 

Thus  they  will  not  depart  from  any  plan  devised  by  Con- 
gress and  prescribed  in  the  act,  as  Mr.  Choate  seems  to  have 
erroneously  supposed,  but  will  fill  up  and  develope  that  very 
plan,  of  which  only  some  of  the  outlines  were  sketched  in 
the  law. 

It  would  be  impracticable,  within  the  limits  proper  to  this 
report,  to  go  into  the  examination  of  the  minute  outline  of 
organization  of  the  institution  submitted  to  the  Board  of 
Regents  by  the  secretary,  and  approved  by  them.  It  will 
be  found  printed  in  detail  in  the  appendix  to  the  eighth 
annual  report  of 'the  Smithsonian  Institution,  published  by 
Congress  in  1854. 

A  brief  notice  of  the  plan  and  of  its  results  is  all  that  we 
can  here  present. 

The  object  of  the  plan  is,  first:  To  increase  knowledge 
by  stimulating  original  research  by  the  rapid  and  full  pub- 
lication of  results;  by  aid  in  procuring  the  materials  and 
appliances  for  investigation;  and,  if  necessary,  by  direct 
rewards. 

Experience  has  shown  that  no  other  means  are  so  effective 
in  stimulating  research  as  the  rapid  publication  of  results; 
not  in  a  stinted  form  of  abstract,  and  without  illustrations, 
(too  often  the  necessary  condition  of  the  publication  of  scien- 
tific labors,)  but  in  full,  with  illustrations  drawn,  engraved, 
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and  printed  in  the  best  style  of  art.  How  many  investiga- 
tions are  stopped  for  the  want  of  instruments,  of  specimens, 
and  general  appliances  for  research?  IIow  many  are  laid 
aside,  because,  first  of  all,  men  must  live?  What  more 
noble  or  useful  object  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  than 
to  remove  these  difficulties  from  the  path  of  genius  ?  What 
more  consonant  to  the  intention  of  the  founder :  An  expe- 
dition is  setting  out,  and  instruments  are  required  to  investi- 
gate the  magnetism  of  the  earth,  the  temperature  of  the 
ocean,  the  climate,  soil,  and  productions  of  places  explored, 
their  latitudes  and  longitudes,  heights,  &c.  These  insti'u- 
ments  are  lent  or  furnished  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
and  the  results  obtained  with  them  become  public  property. 
Means  are  furnished  to  explorers  to  make  collections  of 
minerals  and  ores;  of  plants  and  animals;  of  fishes,  reptiles, 
and  insects;  and  to  provide  for  their  transportation  from 
the  field.  These  collections  are  submitted  to  the  most  suc- 
cessful cultivators  of  the  branches  of  science  to  which  they 
belong ;  to  men  who  have  made  these  objects  their  especial 
study,  and  their  investigations  are  made  public.  The  speci- 
mens are  returned  to  the  Smithsonian  collections  to  be  taken 
care  of,  and,  perhaps,  to  be  re-examined  at  some  more  ad- 
vanced period.  By  these  and  similar  modes  research  is  stimu- 
lated. The  provision  of  meteorological  instruments,  and  of 
instructions  for  their  use;  the  collections  of  the  observations 
made,  and  their  comparisons,  have  already  furnished  most 
important  information  in  regard  to  the  climate  and  storms  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  full  publication  of  the  results  will 
enable  men  of  science,  of  this  and  other  countries,  to  draw 
from  these  materials  most  valuable  inferences  and  laws. 

2.  To  diffuse  knoxcledge^  by  the  publication  of  the  contribu- 
tions, from  researches  and  explorations,  of  reports  on  treatises 
on  different  subjects  or  branches  of  science  and  its  applica- 
tion, of  reports  showing  the  historv  and  progress  of  these 
subjects  or  branches,  is  the  second  object  of  the  "  active 
operations."  These  publications  difinse  among  men  the 
knowledge  obtained  by  the  agency  of  the  institution,  or  from 
without  The  subjects  whicn  have  been  already  embraced 
in  the  Smithsonian  Contributions,  and  in  the  different  volumes 
of  reports,  &c.,  have  been  numerous  and  well  distributed 
among  the  various  branches  of  knowledge,  the  abstract  and 
the  practical.  The  publications  are  widely  scattered  among 
the  institutions  of  this  and  of  other  countries,  given  to  them 
or  exchanged  for  their  proceedings,  transactions,  or  other 
publications,  and  accessible  at  moderate  rates  to  individuals. 
Of  the  impression  made  abroad  by  the  Smithsonian  Contri- 
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butions  to  Knowledge  the  learned  Professor  of  Oreek  of 
Harvard  University  [0.  0.  Pelton]  thus  speaks : 

**  Oambbidob,  Mass.,  June  80,  1854. 

i(  I  have  but  recently  returned  from  Europe,  and  I  now  desire  to  ac- 
knowledge the  service  you  did  me  by  your  circular  letter  of  introductioa 
to  the  librarians  of  the  European  establishments,  which  are  in  correspond- 
ence with  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Wherever  I  presented  it  Iwas 
received  with  great  kindness  and  attention,  and  had  tne  opportunity  of 
seeing  whatever  was  curious,  interesting,  and  valuable,  in  the  libraries  and 
collections. 

**  It  gave  me  pleasure  to  notice  the  high  estimation  in  which  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  under  its  present  management,  is  held  everywhere  in 
Europe.  The  volumes  published  under  its  auspices  have  done  Uie  highest 
honor  to  American  science,  and  are  considered  most  valuable  contributions 
to  the  stock  of  knowledge  among  men.  They  are  shown  to  visitors  as 
among  the  most  creditable  publications  of  the  age,  and  as  highly  interest- 
ing illustrations  of  the  progress  of  science  and  the  arts  in  the  United 
States ;  and  the  eagerness  to  possess  them  is  verv  great  among  the  savans 
of  the  Old  World.  They  were  f^hown  to  me  wherever  I  went,  and  the 
commendations  bestowed  on  the  civilization  of  America,  as  evinced  by  the 
excellence  of  these  works,  both  in  matter  and  form,  was  deeply  gratifying 
to  me.  The  last  time  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them  was  in  the  an& 
versity  library  at  Athens ;  the  librarian  pointed  them  out  to  me,  and  ex- 
pressed the  greatest  anxiety  to  complete  the  set,  one  or  two  volumes  of 
which  were  wanting." 

The  publications  thus  approved  brinff  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  a  return  of  works  published  by  the  learned  soci- 
eties of  the  world  and  by  governments  such  as  could  not  be 
procured  in  any  other  way,  supplying  the  library  with  rich 
productions  of  both  literature  and  science.  The  gradual 
formation  of  a  valuable  library  would  result  from  this 
system  of  international  exchanges  even  without  direct  pur- 
chase. 

The  programme  of  organization  of  the  institution  and 
its  execution  have  met  with  the  unqualified  support  of  a 
very  large  majority  of  the  scientific  and  literary  men  of 
our  country,  expressed  individually  or  in  the  associations  of 
which  they  are  members.  This  is  general  throughout  the 
Union,  and  from  no  quarter  have  more  decidedly  favorable 
opinions  been  expressed  than  from  that  to  which  the  regent 
at  whose  instance  this  investigation  has  been  made  (Mr. 
Choate)  belongs.  The  committee  must  necessarily  be  brief  in 
its  selections  from  the  numerous  letters  and  other  commu- 
nications before  it.  In  speaking  of  the  general  considera- 
tions proposed  by  Professor  Henry  as  guides  in  adopting  ^ 
plan  of  organization,  a  committee  of  the  American  Acad- 
emy of  Arts  and  Sciences  of  Boston,  say,  that  "  they  com- 
mand the  entire  assent  of  the  committee,"  and  proceed  to 
discuss  favorably  the  various  provisions  for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  furnished  by  the  programme.     This 
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committee  consisted  of  such  scholars  as  Everett,  Sparks, 
and  Longfellow,  and  such  men  of  science  as  Peirce  and 
Graj. 

Smce  the  appointment  of  this  committee  Professor  Peirce, 
of  Harvard  University,  has  renewed  his  testimony  to  the 
i^dom  of  the  plan  of  organization,  and  has  spoken  further 
in  relation  to  the  efficiency  of  its  execution.  In  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  he  says : 

**  Of  all  men,  none  can  be  more  sensible  of  the  value  of  the  great  store- 
lioases  of  the  wisdom  of  past  ages  than  they  who  are  obliged  to  resort  to 
them  in  the  development  of  their  own  researches.  The  knowledge  which 
has  already  been  given  to  the  world,  and  which  is  accumulated  in  the  library, 
stimulates  and  invigorates  the  mind  for  original  thoughts,  and  supplies  im- 
portant materials  for  investigation  ;  it  is  to  the  author  what  the  collection 
of  models  in  the  Patent  Office  is  to  the  inventor ;  but,  nevertheless,  the  in- 
crease of  knowledge  depends  chiefly  upon  the  native  vigor  of  intellect,  and 
its  diffusion  is  performed  by  the  press.  To  the  strong  mind  the  collections 
of  the  Vatican  are  a  golden  opportunity,  richer  than  the  mineral  harvest 
of  California ;  but  not  richer  than  the  hills  and  streams  which  abound 
within  every  man's  sight;  not  richer  than  the  stone  beneath  our  feet,  on 
wbicli  is  written  the  history  of  the  world  ;  than  the  leaf  of  the  forest,  on 
which  is  inscribed  the  thought  of  its  Creator ;  or  than  the  cloud  in  the 
lightnings  of  which  the  laws  and  the  glory  of  God  are  as  distinctly  re- 
vealed to  the  faithful  of  the  present  generation  as  they  were  upon  Mount 
Sinai. 

**  The  valuable  contributions  to  knowledge  which  have  already  been  made 
by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  are  a  living  proof  that  vast  libraries  are 
not  necessary  to  the  development  of  new  thoughts.  If  you  will  compare 
these  memoirs  with  the  scientific  productions  of  the  same  period  in  Europe, 
you  may  find  them  perchance  inferior  in  erudition,  but  not  in  profoundness 
and  originality  of  thought.  Do  you  believe  that  Smithson,  who  was  him- 
telf  engaged  in  chemical  investigations,  could  have  intended  a  library  by 
his  words  **  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men  ?"  If  you  will  examine  his  nine  memoirs  to  the  Koyal  Society, 
of  which  he  was  an  active  member,  and  his  eighteen  other  contributions  to 
science,  you  will  not  find  one  of  them  which  required  a  library  for  its  pro- 
duction. Each  was  the  natural  growth  of  a  deeply  thinking  mmd.  Smith- 
son  was  emphatically  a  maker  and  not  a  collector  of  books ;  and  in  the 
scientific  circle  to  which  he  belonged,  the  ordinary  use  of  language  would 
have  totally  precluded  the  interpretation  which  some  men  of  quite  a  differ- 
ent cast  of  mind  have  presumed  to  impose  upon  his  words.  Expand  his 
largeness  of  expression  to  its  utmost  extent ;  include  in  it  all  that  a  gener- 
ous mind  like  his  own  would  desire  it  to  embrace  ;  but  let  it  not  be  cramped 
and  twisted  out  of  shnpe,  and  so  forced  from  its  original  design  that  it  shall 
wholly  fail  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  munificent  testator. 

Most  earnestly,  then,  in  the  name  of  science,  and  especially  of  Ameri- 
can science,  do  I  protest  against  such  a  eross  perversion  of  this  important 
trust.  I  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  great  body  of  scientific  men  throughout 
the  country  warmly  approve  Professor  Henry's  plan  of  conducting  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  and  regard  it  as  a  faithful  exponent  of  the  almost 
undivided  opinion  of  scientific  and  learned  men  as  to  the  proper  execution 
of  Smithson's  will  and  the  law  of  Congress. 

Professor  A^assiz,  also  of  Harvard  University,  Cam- 
bridge, whose  fame  as  a  naturalist  is  second  to  that  of  no 
man  living,  has  givei,  in  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the 
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committee,  the  strongest  expression  of  his  favorable  opiK>  -Stf 
of  the  working  of  the  institution.  The  committee  has  8y^S]> 
here  only  for  an  extract  from  the  letter  referred  to  : 

**  Smitbson  had  already  made  his  will  and  left  his  fortune  to  the 
Society  of  London,  when  certain  scientific  papers  were  offered  to 
learned  body  for  publication.    Notwithstanding  his  efforts  to  have  ' 

Eublished  in  their  Transactions,  they  were  refused  ;  upon  which  he  cba 
is  will  and  made  his  bequest  to  the  United  States.     It  would  be  ea. 
collect  in  London   more  minute  information   upon  this  occurrence, 
should  it  appear  desirable,  I  think  I  could  put  the  committee  in  the  n 
learning  all  the  circumstances.     Notbibg  seems  to  me  to  indicate 
plainly  what  were  the  testator's  yiews  respecting  the  best  means  of  ^Td^J^tof," 
ing  science  than  this  fact.    I  will  not  deny  the  great  importance  of  tiitjt, 
ries,  and  no  one  has  felt  more  kf^enly  the  want  of  an  eztensiye  Bciewsti^c 
librarjT  than  I  have  since  I  have  been  in  the  United  States;  but  sfl^TM/J, 
libraries  are  only  tools  of  a  secondary  value  to  those  who  are  really  en- 
dowed by  nature  with  the  power  of  making  original  researches,  and  thai 
increasing  knowledge  among  men.     And  though  the  absence  or  deficiency 
of  libraries  is  nowhere  so  deeply  felt  as  in  America,  the  application  of  the 
funds  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  the  formation  of  a  library,  beymd 
the  requirements  of  the  daily  progress  of  setenee^  would  only  be,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  a  perversion  of  the  real  object  of  the  trust,  inasmuch  as  it 
would  tend  to  secure  facilities  only  to  the  comparatively  small  number  of 
American  students  who  may  have  the  time  and  means  to  visit  Washington 
when  they  wish  to  consult  a  library.     Such  an  application  of  the  funds 
would  indeed  lessen  the  ability  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  accom- 
plish its  great  object,  which  is  declared  by  its  founder  to  be  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  amons  men,  to  the  lull  extent  to  which  they 
may  be  spent  to  increase  unduly  the  library. 

**  Moreover,  American  students  have  a  just  claim  upon  their  own  country 
for  such  local  facilities  as  the  accumulation  of  books  affords. 

*'  If  I  am  allowed,  in  conclusion,  to  state  my  personal  impression  respect- 
ing the  management  of  the  institution  thus  far,  I  would  only  ezpreas  my 
concurrence  with  the  plan  of  active  operations  adopted  by  the  regents, 
which  has  led  to  the  publication  of  a  series  of  volumes,  equal  in  scientific 
value  to  any  productions  of  the  same  kind  issued  by  learned  societies  any- 
where. 

**  The  distribution  of  the  Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge,  has 
already  carried  the  name  of  the  institution  to  all  parts  uf  the  civilized 
world,  and  conveyed  with  them  such  evidence  of  the  intellectual  activity 
of  America  as  challenges  everywhere  admiration  ;  a  result  which  could 
hardly  be  obtained  by  applying  the  resources  of  the  institution  to  other 
purposes." 

3.  Additional  legislation. 

From  what  has  been  already  said,  it  may  well  be  inferred 
that  the  committee  have  been  unable  to  see  anything  either 
in  the  provisions  of  the  law,  or  the  administration  of  the 
institution  which  requires  reform  by  additional  legislation. 
Indeed,  they  could  not  imagine  on  what  ground  additional 
legislation  could  be  demanded,  if  they  had  not  been  in- 
formed by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Meacham,  who  presented  the  reso- 
lution under  which  the  committee  was  appointed.  That 
gentleman  was  invited  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  com- 
mittee, was  authorized  to  present  charges  and  specifications 
upon  any  branch  of  the  subject  referred  to  them,  as  also  to 
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-direct  summoDs  for  witnesses,  and  to  conduct  the  examina- 
"iioD  whenever  he  desired  to  do  so.  He  pointed  out  only 
^two  particulars  as  requiring  additional  legislation. 

The  first  was,  ^^  that  additional  legislation  was  needed  to 
secure  impartiality  towards  authors  who  apply  for  the  pub- 
lication of  their  researches."  No  instance  of  partiality  or 
injustice  in  this  respect  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  committee  by  proof  or  by  allegation.  The  idea  seems 
to  have  been  advanced  for  the  first  time  by  one  of  the  as- 
sistants of  the  secretary,  (Mr.  Jewett,)  in  a  communication 
addressed  to  a  special  committee  of  the  regents  in  the  year 
1854. 

The  argument  there  made  by  Mr.  Jewett  has  been  abbre- 
viated by  Mr.  Meacham,  and  may  be  stated  as  objecting  that 
the  power  of  accepting  or  rejecting  a  memoir  presented  for 
publication  is  virtually  in  the  hands  of  one  man. 

The  practice  of  the  Koyal  Society  of  London  is  stated  as 
being  far  preferable.  On  this  point  the  committee  would 
remark  that  the  same  plan  cannot  be  adopted  by  the  insti- 
tution because,  as  the  committee  has  been  informed,  it  has 
no  fellows  from  whom  an  examining  council  of  twenty-one 
members  may  be  selected.  And  if  the  plan  could  be 
adopted  the  committee  do  not  think  it  as  good  as  the  one 
which  the  regents  have  chosen.  In  the  present  state  of 
knowledge  the  several  branches  can  scarcely  be  represented 
by  twenty-one  individuals,  and  it  may  occur  in  case  of  a 
particular  paper  that  not  a  single  member  of  the  council  is 
fully  competent  to  decide  upon  its  merits.  The  institution 
18  not  thus  restricted  ;  it  has  at  its  command  the  learning 
of  the  whole  country,  and  is  not  even  confined  in  its  choice 
of  examiners  to  men  of  science  at  home,  but  can  select 
them  from  distinguished  individuals  abroad. 

The  rules  adopted  by  the  regents  are  in  this  respect  few 
and  simple,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  suflicient. 
They  have  provided  in  their  programme  of  organization  as 
follows : 

1st.  No  memoir,  on  subjects  of  physical  science,  to  be 
accepted  for  publication  which  does  not  furnish  a  positive 
addition  to  human  knowledge,  resting  on  original  research; 
and  all  unverified  speculations  to  be  rejected, 

2d.  Each  memoir  presented  to  the  institution  to  be  sub- 
mitted for  examination  to  a  commission  of  persons  of  repu- 
tation for  learning  in  the  branch  to  which  the  memoir  per- 
tains; and  to  be  accepted  for  publication  only  in  case  the 
report  of  this  commission  is  favorable. 

8d.  The  commission  to  be  chosen  by  the  oflicers  of  the 
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The  committee  therefore  conclude  that  there  is  do  neceB- 
8ity  for  additional  legislation. 

4.  Maladministration. 

The  first  of  Mr.  Meacham's  complaints  under  this  head  ie 
*'  that  the  regents  have  made  the  secretary  the  organ  of 
communication  between  them  and  the  other  officers  of  the 
institution,  cutting  off  other  officers  from  direct  official  in- 
tercourse with  the  hoard,  neglecting  or  refusing  to  procure 
or  make  bj-laws  defining  the  position  and  power  of  persons 
employed  in  the  institution,  and  expressing  the  opinion  that 
all  the  assistanta  are  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  sec- 
retary." 

This  complaint  scemt)  to  be  founded  on  an  entire  misap- 
prehension of  the  act  of  Congress  creating  the  institution, 
and  the  proper  relations  of  the  secretary  and  his  subordi- 
imtes.  By  the  act  of  Congress  the  secretary  is  the  sole 
administrative  officer  of  the  institution.  The  other  officers 
are  not  only  his  subordinates,  but  are  nothing  more  than 
his  assistants,  who  arc  employed  to  assist  him  iu  his  duties 
because  it  is  physically  impossible  for  him  to  perform  all 
of  these  duties  himself.  The  law  charges  the  secretary 
alone  with  the  duties  enumerated,  and  therefore  devolves 
upon  him  the  sole  responsibility,  unless  when  it  ia  shared 
with  the  executive  committee  of  the  regents,  whose  func- 
tions are  not  precisely  defined  in  the  law,  but  who  act  as  a 
board  of  control  or  council  to  .the  secretary.  Wo  adopt  on 
this  subject  the  reasoning  of  the  special  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Regents,  in  their  report  of  the  20th  of  May  last,  as 
follows : 

"  The  law  U  declaratory  and  positivo  in  charging  tbo  aocrotary  with  tfaa 
eniimeratod  duties,  and  Ihoroforo  invests  him,  and  him  atooo,  with  the  cor- 
reipondinE  poworti.  But  as  it  muat  have  been  maaifost  that  no  secretary 
oould  be  aole  of  himself  to  iierfcirm  porsnnalljr  oTerything  required  for  tho 
diachargo  ofhia  onumoratcd  duties,  pr^viaioD  ia  mode  for  aid  to  hitr  '-  "-- 


it  of  the  board,  etnploj  as- 


clause  whicb  says  tbal  bo  '  may,  with  the  ci 
•Utanl*,'  Ac. 

"  TliB  positions  of  the  persons  ao  employed  are  determined  by  the  word 
which  designates  them  in  the  clause  authorizing  Ihoir  emnloyment.  Tbey 
arc  called  '  assistants.'  To  whom?  Kot  to  the  regents,  but  to  the  socre- 
tnrj.  Their  position  is  necessarily  subordinate;  and,  ni  their  duties  are 
tlioso  of  assistants  to  their  principal,  they  can  no  more  bo  independent  of 
him  than  they  can  bo  superior  to  bim.  This  construction  is  so  inanlfestly 
proper  Ibut  it  would  seem  to  require  no  argument  tu  justify  it.  But  if 
anything  further  wero  wanted,  it  may  he  found  in  the  fact  that  the  eocre- 
tary  ia  to  employ  them  in  and  about  that  very  business  with  which  he  is 
charged,  and  for  which  ho  alono  is  responsible.  The  character  oC  this  part 
of  the  section  is  permissive.  He  is  not  required  to  employ  any  one,  but  is 
permitted  to  employ  persons  to  assist  htm,  provided  he  satisfy  the  board 
that  their  services  are  necessary  as  aids  to  him. 

"  Id  another  part  of  the  same  section  provision  is  made  for  tbo  nayment 
and,  if  need  be,  the  removal  of  the  secretary  and  hi*  astistants,  ana  in  thii 
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connection  tbey  are  spoken  of  as  officers,  bat  by  no  ingenuity  of  constrac- 
tion  can  tbat  word,  in  tbis  connection,  be  held  to  assign  themapeeial  datiet, 
or  confer  any  separate  authority. 

**  Thus  careful  has  Congress  been  to  provide  an  efficient  system  of  opera- 
tions, which  can  only  come  from  harmony  of  purpose  and  unity  of  action. 

<<  This  view  of  the  intention  of  Congress,  so  clearly  expressed  in  the  law, 
would  be  directly  contradicted  by  the  plan  which  has  oeen  sug^^eated,  of 
organizing  the  institution  definitely  into  several  departments,  placing  at 
the  head  of  these  departments  different  assistants,  establishing  their  rela- 
tive positions,  prescribing  distinct  duties  for  them,  assigning  certain  shares 
of  the  income  to  be  disbursed  by  them,  and  statins  their  authority,  priT- 
ileges,  and  remedies  for  infringement  of  their  official  rights,  or  of  the  inter- 
ests intrusted  to  their  care.  All  this  would  tend,  not  to  secure  a  loyal  and 
harmonious  co-operation,  to  a  common  end,  of  the  assistants  with  the 
secretary,  but  to  encourage  rivalry,  to  invite  collision,  to  engender  hostilltyt 
to  destroy  subordination,  to  distract  the  operations  of  the  inatitution,  to 
impair  its  efficiency,  and  to  destroy  its  usefulness. *' 

This  view  of  the  question  has  been  made  very  clear  to  the 
committee  in  the  course  of  the  examination  which  they  have 
made,  and  by  the  testimony  taken  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porting Mr.  Meaeham's  charges.  All  the  difficulties  in  the 
mstitution  which  have  resulted  in  the  dismissal  by  the  sec- 
retary of  one  of  his  assistants  and  of  a  person  temporarily 
employed  upon  the  meteorological  computations,  seem  to 
have  arisen  from  the  desire  of  independent  positions,  en- 
gendering rivalry  and  hostility,  producing  collisions  and 
msubordination  utterly  incompatible  with  the  proper  au- 
thority of  the  secretary  and  the  harmonious  action  so  neces- 
sary to  the  welfare  of  the  institution.  The  facts  developed 
in  regard  to  those  difficulties  entirely  satisfy  your  committee 
that  it  is  not  desirable  to  have  such  by-laws  as  Mr.  Meacham 
thinks  the  regents  should  have  made  or  procured. 

If  any  just  cause^of  complaint  by  the  assistants  against  the 
secretary  should  arise,  they  can  at  all  times  resort  for  redress 
to  the  regents,  by  memorial  or  other  proper  form  of  appli- 
cation, and  the  patience  with  which  such  an  application^ 
although  entirely  without  cause,  has  been  heard  by  the 
executive  committee,  to  which  it  was  referred,  and  con- 
sidered by  the  regents,  is  quite  sufficient  to  show  how  need- 
less for  the  purpose  any  by-laws  are. 

It  may  be  proper  to  say  that  the  only  section  of  the  law 
in  which  by-laws  are  mentioned  is  the  8th,  which  seems  to 
confer  the  power  of  enacting  them  upon  the  members  of 
the  establishment,  who  are  the  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  ex- 
cept the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  (whoso  Department  was 
not  created  at  the  date  of  the  act,)  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  the  Commissiouer  of  Patents,  and  the  mayor 
of  Washington,  with  *'  such  other  persons  as  they  may  elect 
honorary  members." 
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The  regents  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Becre- 
tary  has  power  to  remove  the  assistants.  This  opinion  is 
expressed  in  the  following  resolution,  adopted  in  July  last: 

Bt  it  resolved.  That  while  powor  ia  reserved  in  the  said  ( Tib )  eection  U> 
tbe  Board  of  BegenU  to  remoTe  bolb  tbo  secretarj  and  bie  aEBistanls,  in  iho 
opinion  of  tbo  board  powur,  noverthelaafl,  remains  with  tlio  secretary  to  re- 
move his  said  assUtaDts. 

In  this  opinion  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  and 
Mr.  Berrien,who  were  absent  w  hen  the  resolution  was  passed, 
afterwards  expressed  their  full  concurrence. 

The  committee  cannot  doubt  that  it  was  a  sound  opinion. 
The  law,  as  hefore  stated,  makes  the  secretary  tbe  sole  ad- 
ministrative officer  of  the  institution.  He,  and  be  alone,  is 
keeper  of  the  museum  and  librarian.  The  law  puts  all  tha 
property  of  the  Institution  into  his  charge,  and  authorizes  him 
alone  to  appoint  assistants  to  aid  him  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  devolved  upon  him.  Ilad  the  act  made  no  further 
provision  on  this  head,  there  could  not  be  a  doubt  that  the 

{lower  of  removal  would  be  in  bim ;  because  it  is  an  estab- 
ished  principle,thatwhen  the  power  to  appoint  is  conferred, 
the  power  of  removal  is  incident  to  it,  unless  restrained  by 
some  other  provision.  There  is  another  clause  in  the  same 
section  (7th)  which  applies  as  well  to  the  secretary  as  to  hia 
assistants,  which  provides  that  "the  said  officers  shall  be  re- 
movable by  the  Board  of  Regents,  whenever,  in  their  judg- 
ment, the  interests  of  the  institution  require  any  of  the  said 
officers  to  be  changed." 

Under  this  clause,  the  question  arises,  whether  it  restrains 
the  incidental  power  of  the  secretary  to  remove,  or  whether, 
in  addition  to  that  incidental  power,  it  gives  as  regards  the 
assistants,  the  authority  of  the  board  to  make  such  removal. 
Tour  committee  think  the  latter  ihe  sound  construction. 
It  does  not  restrain  the  power  of  me  Secretary  by  express 
words  or  by  necessary  implication.  It  is  true  that  the 
clause  gives  to  the  board  superior  power,  inasmuch  as  they 
may  remove  an  assistant  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
secretary,  and  even  against  his  wish;  but  this  power  may 
well  exist  without  conflict  with  the  incidental  authority  of 
the  secretary.  The  same  reasons  which  cause  the  secretary 
to  be  invested  with  authority  to  appoint,  justify  and  require 
Lis  power  to  remove.  The  lion.  George  M.  Dallas,  late 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and  Chancellor  of  the 
institution  adopts  this  view,  and,  in  an  opinion  upon  this 
subject,  says : 
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too  palpable  to  require  mention.  But  if  the  secretar  j  has  not  himself  un.^&.et 
hia  own  mere  RiotioD  a  right  to  remove,  it  would  be  impouibla  to  imai^  V  n« 
reasons  wbjr  the  power  of  origioal  appointment  was  not  given  to  the  bo^^rd. 
Id  other  words,  the  reasoDs  which  excluded  thebonrdfromappointiuK  ^re 
Identically  the  reasons  which  preserve  to  the  secretar;  the  power  of  rflEK».c3T. 
■nj;.  It  nmy,  perhaps,  render  it  more  perspicuous  to  add  that  tbese  rnri  ■-iiii 
are  the  official  responsibilities  and  practical  personal  intercourse  of  tha'~~^ft«is 
relary  with  his  assistant*. 

Besides,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  interests  of  the  insti- 
tution might  often  be  in  peril  if  the  power  of  removal  ^^-■^re 
denied  to  the  secretary. 

The  Board  of  Regents  are  not  in  session  during  a  g-areat 
part  of  the  year.  Many  of  them  reside  at  great  distan.<^a 
from  "WashiDgton,  and  could  not  be  assembled  wittiout 
much  inconvenience  to  themselves  and  heavy  expense  to  the 
institution.  During  this  period  it  might  be  of  the  atrxx<33t 
importance  to  remove  an  unfaithful  assistant.  He  mi^^bt 
cease  to  do  that  for  which  alone  he  was  appointed,  to  assist 
the  secretary  in  the  afiairs  of  the  institution.  He  mights  "^ 
fiise  to  deliver  up  to  the  secretary  the  property  of  the  io^ti- 
tution  which  the  law  puts  in  his  enarge.  He  might  threa't*" 
and  intend  to-destroy  it,  might  treat  the  secretary  with  per- 
sonal indignity,  and  insult  and  deiame  the  regents,  ^nd 
spread  insubordination  throughout  the  institution.  E^or 
such  conduct  there  would  be  no  prompt  and  adeqa£>te 
remedy  unless  the  secretary  possessed  the  power  of  removal- 
One  case  of  this  kind  baa  already  occurred.  A  person,  ia 
the  employment  of  the  institution  has  refused  to  deliver  up 
certain  papers,  the  property  of  the  institution,  and  threat- 
ened to  destroy  them.  He  has  also  written  a  letter,  wkiich 
was  published  over  his  own  signature  in  a  New  York  paper, 
vilifying  the  secretary  and  several  of  the  regents,  by  na.xne, 
in  the  most  abusive  language.  For  this  and  other  ca-viBes 
during  the  last  recess  o^  Congress  he  was  removed  by  the 
eeeretary,  and,  as  the  committee  cannot  doubt,  most  jviatly 
removed.  This  very  individual  was  the  principal  wi.t:ne9B 
against  the  secretary  on  the  examination  oefore  yoai-  oon- 
mittee. 

We  think  that  the  resolution  of  the  regents,  above  ^xiotei 
while  maintaining  the  superior  authority  of  the  "VvoaiJ 
properly  asserted  the  power  of  the  secretary. 

Your  committee  regret  very  much  to  say  that  tArv  ^ 
tary  was  also  justified  in  the  removal  of  Mr.  .Jc\v  ^-^.^ 
removal  was  not  arbitrary,  unjust,  and  opprea^Y 
Jewett  is  a  man  of  talent  and  schol^sde  Bttaimttj^..^'*"j 
is  evident,  from  his  own  testimony,  that  li«  coii^l  ^'**^ 
self  as  holding  an  antagonistic  poritioii  to  Ihift     -  ^'^ 
"  having  charge  of  thj    " 
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public  as  the  representative  of  that  interest  in  the  institu- 
tion." He  construed  the  law  in  one  way;  the  secretary 
construed  it  differently,  tie  thought  and  said  that  it  would 
be  treachery  in  him  to  co-operate  with  the  secretary  accord- 
ing to  the  latter's  construction  of  the  law.  lie  told  the  sec- 
retary, in  effect,  that  if  he  attenapted  to  annul  the  compro- 
mise in  the  way  he  proposed,  he  would  shake  the  institution 
to  its  centre.  It  is  evident  that  he  was  impatient  of  tlie  re- 
atrainta  of  a  subordinate  position,  and  entertained  feelings 
towards  the  secretary  which  made  their  harmonious  co-op- 
eration impossible.  In  a  paper  which  he  submitted  to  the 
special  committee  of  the  regents  he  assailed  the  motives 
and  honor  of  the  secretary  and  criticised  harshly  and  un- 
necessarily the  reports  of  that  otEcer. 

So  the  special  committee  of  seven  regents,  with  one  ex- 
ception, reported  to  the  board,  declaring  that  this  paper  dis- 
closed feelings  of  excessive  hostility  and  insubordination. 
After  this,  it  was  manifest  that  the  common  civilities  of  lifo 
could  not  be  exchanged  between  them,  and  the  interests  of 
the  institution  required  their  separation.  The  Board  of 
Bcgenta  accordingly  passed  a  resolution,  in  January  last, 
approving  of  Mr.  Jewett's  removal. 

Mr.  ^^eacham  also  charged  the  secretary  with  claiming 
and  exercising  the  right  to  open  and  read  letters  directed  to 
bis  subordinates.  The  evidence  satisfied  the  committee  that 
the  secretary  bad  neither  claimed  nor  exercised  any  improper 
authority  in  this  respect.  lie  expressly  disclaimed  any  de- 
sire or  authority  to  inspect  the  private  letters  of  his  subordi- 
nates. Their  correspondence,  in  regard  to  the  business  of 
the  institution,  be  properly  claimed  to  be  entitled  to  examine 
and  control.  In  the  absence  of  the  subordinates  he  did  con- 
sider himself  at  liberty  to  open  letters  addressed  to  them 
which  were  evidently  of  an  official  character;  but  it  docs 
not  appear  that  ho  actually  exercised  this  authority,  the 
claim  of  which  seems  to  have  been  misunderstood  by  one 
of  his  assistants,  and  grossly  perverted  by  another  person, 
under  the  influence  of  hostile  and  unjustly  suspicious  feelings. 

The  charge  of  denying  scientific  right  and  refusing  to  take 
full  measures  for  adjusting  the  claim  of  Mr.  Blojget  was 
entirely  refuted,  both  by  documentary  evidence  and  the  testi- 
mony of  a  disinterested  party. 

These  latter  charges  of  maladministration  seemed  to  jour 
committee  not  to  come  precisely  within  the  scope  of  the 
instructions  of  the  resolution  under  which  the  committee 
was  appointed.  The  Board  of  Regents  might  properly  have 
investigated  them,  and  undoubtedly  would  have  done  so  if 
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asked  b^  the  parties  concerned.  But  as  testimony  was  taken 
in  relation  to  them,  the  committee  feel  bound  to  say  that 
they  have  not  been  sustained ,  and  that  they  consider  the 
secretary  as  entirely  relieved  from  the  charge  of  maladmin* 
istration  in  every  particular.  They  believe  that  the  regents 
and  the  secretary  have  managed  the  affairs  of  the  institution 
wisely,  faithfully,  and  judiciously ;  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  further  legislation  on  the  subject;  that  if  the  institution 
be  allowed  to  continue  the  plan  which  has  been  adopted, 
and  so  far  pursued  with  unquestionable  success,  it  will  satisfy 
all  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  the  purposes  of  Smith- 
son's  will,  by  ^Mncreasing  and  diffusing  knowledge  among* 
men." 

Mr.  Upham.  I  would  now  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  for  leave  to  introduce  and  have  passed  a  resoln* 
tion  authorizing  the  payment  of  the  clerk  of  that  select  com* 
mitte  for  the  time  during  which  he  has  been  employed. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  resolution  was  reported, 
as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  the  select  committee  of  the  Hoase  on  the  Smitbsoniaii 
Institution  be  aUowed  to  make  compensation,  at  the  usaal  rate,  to  a  clerk 
for  the  period  of  bis  services. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution  was  passed. 

Mr.  English.  Mr.  Speaker,  what  disposition  was  made 
of  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith* 
sonian  Institution?    Was  there  an  order  to  print? 

The  Speaker.  The  report  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  English.  Has  there  been  a  motion  made  to  print 
the  usual  number  of  extra  copies? 

The  Speaker.  There  has  not;  but  that  motion  is  now  in 
order,  and  will  go  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  English.    I  submit  that  motion. 

The  proposition  for  the  printing  of  extra  copies  of  the 
report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  Russell.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing to  oflfer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  there  be  printed  6,000  extra  copies  of  the  annual  report 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution— 4,000  for  the  use  of  members,  and  8,000 
for  the  Institution. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  House  having  gone  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  U  nion — 


Mr.  Jameb  Meachah,  of  Vermout,  said : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  It  was  not  mj  iutentioa  to  offer  any  re- 
marks during  this  Bcssioa  with  reference  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institntiou.  After  mature  deliberation  and  consultation 
with  judicious  friends  of  learning,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  afEiirs  of  that  establishment  required  investigation. 
I  proposed  the  matter  to  this  House.  They  sustained  the 
proposition,  and  appointed  a  special  committee  of  inquiry. 
To  them  I  hoped  tne  matter  would  be  left  till  their  report 
should  be  presented.  I  believed,  sir,  that  in  the  hands  of  a 
select  committee  of  this  House,  the  interests  of  literature 
and  science  connected  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
would  be  safe. 

But  the  unexpected  course  of  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana, [Mr.  English,]  in  stepping  forward  to  eulogize  the 
institution  before  it  had  been  attacked  here,  soenis  to  re- 
quire rae  briefly  to  explain  and  defend  my  position.  For 
such  explanation  and  defence,  I  may,  in  the  main,  rely  on 
the  able  and  important  report  presented  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, which,  for  that  purpose,  I  propose,  in  substance,  to 
insert  in  my  speech,  confining  my  own  remarks  to  some 
topics  not  alluded  to  by  the  committee. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  and  some  others,  seem  dis- 
posed to  view  this  investigation  aa  indicating  deliberate 
tostility;  aa  intended  to  give  "to  the  disappointed  and  dis- 
satisfied an  opportunity  of  assailing  the  institution  at  the 
public  expense;"  as  manifesting  disrespect  to  the  distin- 
guished and  honored  gentlemen  concerned  in  conducting 
its  affairs,  particularly  hy  clothing  this  committee  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  Sir,  I  do  not  yield 
to  the  honorable  gentlemeu  in  my  sincere  attachment  to  the 
<;ause  of  knowledge,  whether  in  the  form  of  literature  or  of 
science.  But  the  very  devotion  which  I  feel,  leads  me  to 
■wish  to  keep  its  fountains  clean.  I  would  not  willingly  lend 
myself  to  the  aid  of  wanton  and  wicked  assaults,  nor  is  it  to 
be  supposed  that  this  committee  would  be  less  scrupulous; 
but  I  believe  that  "  the  disappointed  and  dissatisfied"  may 
sometimes  deserve,  or  need,  protection  and  redress.  I  would 
not  be  wanting  in  respect  for  men  in  exalted  positions;  but 
I  know  that  under  the  authority  of  the  purest  and  moat  ele- 
vated, abuses  may  arise,  and  require  inveatigaliou,  though 
not  the  imputation  of  individual  blame.  I  am  not  the  first 
member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  who  has  believed  that  the 
institution  had  departed  from  the  course  marked  out  for  it 
ty  Congress.  One  who  had  a  large  share  in  shaping  its 
charter,  within  the  first  three  years  of  its  history  declared 
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in  his  place  in  this  House,  that  he  "  believed  the  Board  of 
Begents  would  be,  and  ought  to  have  been  long  since  made 
acquainted  with  its  direct  responsibility  to  the  power  that 
had  created  it."  And  lately,  a  very  distinguished  member 
of  the  board  resigned  his  seat  in  consequence  of  his  convic- 
tion that  the  administration  of  the  institution  was  not  in 
accordance  with  the  law. 

In  this  country,  there  is  perhaps,  no  precedent  for  an  in- 
vestigation in  all  respects  like  this ;  simply  because,  before 
the  existence  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  there  had  not 
been,  under  the  direction  of  our  Government,  any  establish- 
ment for  the  promotion  of  knowledge  in  general.  But  we 
are  not  at  a  loss  for  precedents.  The  British  Museum 
served  as  a  model  with  many  of  those  actively  engaged  in 
framing  the  charter  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  It  is 
under  Government  control.  During  the  last  twenty  years 
its  affairs  have  twice  been  made  the  subject  of  investigations 
by  select  committees  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  once  by 
a  special  royal  commission.  The  committees  and  the  com- 
mission were  each  clothed  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
Eapers.  That  institution  was  under  the  management  of  the 
ighest  dignitaries  and  the  first  noblemen  of  the  realm. 

in  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  one  of  these  committees,  Mr.  Warburton  quoted  the 
complaints  of  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  that  "  there  must  be  a 
general  change  in  everything  belonging  to  the  Institution 
before  a  proper  system  of  radical  improvement  could  be 
affected;"  and  Mr.  Hume  declared  "  that  it  was  imperative 
on  the  gentlemen  connected  with  that  institution  to  defend 
themselves,  and  unless  they  make  a  good  defence,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  Parliament  to  allow  them  to  continue  in 
their  present  condition." 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  follow  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  through  his  remarks ;  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  a  few  of  the  most  important  points.  The  gentle- 
man maintains  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
have  been  observed.  This  is  the  main  issue  between  the 
two  parties  to  this  Smithsonian  controversy,  and  is  ably  dis- 
cussed in  the  report  of  the  select  committee. 

The  view  which  the  committee  have  taken  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  law  was  that  of  the  first  regents,  fresh  from  their 
labors  in  framing  the  charter,  and  unbiased  by  influences 
subsequently  brought  to  bear  upon  them. 

On  the  second  day  of  their  first  session,  a  committee  was 
appointed  upon  the  clause  requiring  the  appropriation  for  a 
library,  and  instructed  **  to  prepare  a  report  upon  the  subject 
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of  the  formation  of  such  a  library,  indicating  its  general 
character/'  &c. 

In  their  report  which  was  long  and  elaborate,  the  com- 
mittee say : 

'*  They  see  in  the  language  of  the  act,  which  the  regents  are  created  to 
administer,  and  in  the  history  of  the  passage  of  that  act,  a  clear  intimation 
that  such  a  library  was  regarded  by  Congress  as  prominent  among  the  more 
important  means  of  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge  among  men.  This 
intimation  they  think,  should  control  in  a  great  degree,  the  acts  of  the  re- 
gents. They  will  not,  however,  withhold  the  expression,  that  the  apparent 
policy  of  Congress  in  this  particular  is  marked  by  profound  wisdom,  that 
It  rests  on  a  richt  construction  of  the  terms  and  an  enlarged  appreciation 
of  the  spirit  of  the  bequest." 

They  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $20,000  of  the 
income  "  for  the  present/*  to  the  library,  independent  of 
salaries,  and  this  recommendation  was  adopted.  I  pause  to  re- 
mark, that  if  this  resolution  had  been  carried  out,  we  should 
even  now,  have  much  the  largest  library  in  this  country.  It 
would  be  something  to  have,  to  see,  to  use,  to  grow.  And 
I  ask  you  to  place  beside  this  the  half  dozen  quarto,  and 
the  half  dozen  octavo  volumes  published  by  the  institution, 
and  tell  me  which  you  would  prefer  ?  Which  would  tend 
most  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  ? 

Instead  of  this  library  what  have  we  ?  Why,  sir,  a  mea- 
ger collection  of  some  fourteen  thousand  volumes,  besides 
pamphlets,  &c.,  made  up  of  copyright  books,  imperfect 
sets  of  periodicals  and  publications  of  societies,  and  univer- 
sity theses — ^with  doubtless  a  good  proportion  of  important 
and  valuable  works.  But  the  whole  how  insignificant  in 
comparison  with  the  great  and  noble  design !  We  have  heard 
it  stated  that  the  library  is  worth  $40,000.  This  is  a  pre- 
posterously exaggerated  estimate.  I  do  not  believe  that  an 
intelligent  bookseller  could  be  found  who  would  value  it 
at  a  third  of  the  sum !  K  the  value  of  the  museum  and 
apparatus  be  equally  exaggerated,  we  must  abate  largely 
from  the  vaunted  possessions  of  the  institution.  And  then, 
sir,  this  library  is  cramped  into  inconvenient  and  uncom- 
fortable quarters,  and  shut  up  from  the  public j  at  a  time,  too, 
when  there  is  an  unusual  concourse  of  people  at  the  Insti- 
tution. 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  present  difficulties^  I  particularly 
demur  to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana. 
He  represents  the  question  to  have  been  whether  the  funds 
should  be  used  to  build  up  a  library  as  a  paramount  object, 
or  whether  they  should  be  applied,  not  only  for  a  library, 
but  for  such  other  purposes  as  the  regents  might  think 
would  best  accord  with  the  will  of  Smithson  and  Sie  act  of 
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Congress.  Not  so,  sir.  The  present  difficulty  on]yinak(^C'* 
a  proposition  to  annul  Me  "  compromise"  which  divided  C=^^^ 
income  equally  between  the  library  and  the  museum  on  cp^^o*! 
part,  and  publicationa,  researches,  and  lectures  on  the  oth^^^r; 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  more  to  the  latler  department,  maki  -ug 
that  a  paramount  and  controlling  interest- 
Let  me  briefly  explain  this  compromise. 
The  first  sense  of  the  regents  respecting  the  library,  w  "M 
Boon  contested  under  a  new  reading  of  the  law,  one  whi  -  oh 
made  the  section  authorizing  the  regents  to  dispose  of  l-^  Ifl 
possible  surplus  or  residuum,  the  chief  clause  of  the  a^wl, 

overriding  all  the  rest  and  overruling  all  other  detal. 3b. 

Under  this  construction,  new  purposes  were  to  be  inti •>• 

duced;  purposes  dissimilar  to  those  provided;  purpos  -^^ 
which  had  been  proposed  to,  and  discussed  and  rejected  t:3»r 
Congress — namely,  the  publication  of  books,  and  the  insS^'- 
tuting  of  scientific  researches. 

The  early  days  of  the  institution  seemed  likely  to  be  enC»- 
bittered  by  controversy  resulting  from  this  new  movemeuC^ ; 
but,  in  a  magnanimous  spirit  of  conciliation,  the  friends  o^ 
the  library  agreed  to  a  "  compromise,"  dividing  the  incom^'i 
after  the  building  should  be  completed,  equally  between  tt»^ 
library  and  museum  on  one  side,  and  publications,  research^  ^ 
and  lectures  on  the  other. 

The  friends  of  the  library  reconciled  their  course  wit  t* 
the  law  thus :  If  $20,000  a  year  be  expended  for  books  da  :^^"" 
ing  the  four  or  five  years  while  the  building  is  in  progrea-^^  • 
we  shall  gather  a  considerable  library,  and  then  we  may  t^^ 
justified  in  believing  that,  for  the  future,  the  share  that  wL^^* 
come  to  the  library  under  the  compromise,  may  be  consic^ 
ered  as  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  law;  the  frieni3 
of  the  scientific  scheme  will  be  propitiated,  and  perpetu^ 
harmony  secured. 

I  think,  sir,  that  they  strained  their  discretion ;  but  th^^^ 
acted  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  worthy  of  a  fairer  reqa-^^*" 
tal  than  it  has  met.  - 

Let  this  matter  be  distinctly  understood.  The  friends  c:^* 
the  library  did  not  begin  this  controversy.  They  held  t:^^-^ 
the  compromise,  and  asked  only  that  it  should  be  faithfulU-  f 
administered.  They  demanded  no  more  for  the  library  tho —  ^ 
it  was  entitled  to  under  the  compromise.  They  did  not  as-  ^ 
that  it  should  be  made  the  paramount  interest  (althoo^^^'' 
some  of  us  believe  that  such  is  its  legal  position.)  vF_7^ 
were  content  to  abide  by  the  compact;  we  so  voted.  ^^' 
was  the  proposition,  coming  from  the  advocates  of  the  pu^"'' 
lication  system,  to  annul  the  compromise,  and  reduce  tt^:^^ 
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library  to  the  condition  of  a  mere  appendage  of  the  new 
pnrposeS)  that  led  to  discussion,  and  finally,  through  much 
irritation,  to  our  present  position. 

We  *are  not  in  anywise  responsible  for  these  difficulties. 
We  plant  ourselves  on  the  law.  For  the  sake  of  peace,  we 
have  been  willing  to  adhere  to  the  compromise.  We  have 
had  reason  to  raise  the  controversy  on  other  grounds,  for 
although  the  resolution  of  the  board  giving  $20,000  of  the 
income  to  the  library  was  not  repealed,  the  money  wds 
withheld.  As  an  ofiset,  the  compromise  was  to  be  observed 
before  the  finishinff  of  the  building.  We  think  it  was  not 
fairly  administered.  We  did  not,  however,  take  issue  on 
that  point,  but  only  on  the  formal  proposition  to  rescind. 

We  may  not  inaptly  retort  insinuations  of  illiberality. 
We  hold  to  the  law,  and  the  law  requires  a  universal 
library,  one  "  composed  of  valuable  works  in  all  depart- 
ments of  knowledge ;"  one  for  the  man  of  science,  the 
artist,  the  mechanic,  the  historian,  the  scholar,  the  seeker 
of  knowledge  of  whatever  name ;  one  open  to  men  of  all 
States  and  all  nations.  But  we  are  called  upon  to  yield  up 
everything  to  men  of  science.  The  scientific  men  are  down 
upon  us,  as  if  their  craft  were  in  danger.  They  come  in 
societies,  and  as  individuals.  Smithson,  though  a  chemist, 
and  member  of  the  Royal  Society,  appears  to  have  been  a 
man  of  general  culture,  and  to  have  had  sympathy  for 
**  knowledge^*^  without  any  restrictive  epithets.  By  consult- 
ing solelv  the  wishes  of  one  particular  class  of  the  devotees 
of  knowledge,  who  cherish  only  what  is  called  science,  we 
should  limit  his  intentions, 

<*And  give  up  to  party  what  was  meant  for  mankind." 

I  have  not  sought  letters  of  recommendation  for  the 
library  plan,  nor  have  others  for  me.  I  doubt  not  I  could 
have  obtained  thousands.  To  show  them  on  either  side 
seems  to  me  idle  parade.  We  doubt  not  that  librarians  in 
Athens  and  Paris  are  glad  to  get  handsome  books  from 
America,  and  are  readjr  to  praise  them  before  our  traveling 
countrymen.  'Tis  polite  to  do  so.  We  doubt  not  that  sci- 
entific men  like  to  have  means  of  publishing  their  works, 
too  heavy  for  booksellers.  We  need  not  here  doubt  that  it 
may  sometimes  be  useful  to  publish,  gratuitously,  books 
that  people  do  not  care  enough  about  to  buy.     But  the 

Question  here  is,  can  the  Smithsonian  Institution  lawfully 
evote  itself  to  such  a  purpose  exclusively  or  principaUy  f 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  puts  prominently  forward 
the  fact  that  the  funds  of  the  institution  have  not  been 
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squandered.  This  seems  irrelevant,  for  it  had  not  been  so 
charged.  But  he  thinks  it  a  high  meed  of  praise  that  its 
capital  has  been  augmented.  If  the  object  of  the  institution 
were  the  increase  of  its  wealth,  this  would  indeed  be  just 
cause  for  satisfaction.  But,  sir,  this  establishment  was  cre- 
ated, not  to  hoard  money,  not  to  speculate  upon  it,  not  to 
increase  its  income,  but  to  expend  money  "  for  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge.**  We  want  knowledge  more 
tlian  gold.  We  have  no  commission  to  accumulate  for 
future  benefit,  but  to  spend  for  continual  profit.  We  should 
remember, 

"  There  is  that  scattereth  and  yet  increaseth ;  and  there  it  that  withhold- 
eth  more  than  is  meet,  but  it  tendeth  to  poverty.'' 

It  is  asked,  if  Smithson  intended  a  library,  would  he  not 
have  said  so?  I  reply  by  asking,  if  he  had  meant  a  learned 
society,  would  he  not  have  said  so  ?  He  knew  all  about 
learned  societies,  and  seems  to  have  become  dissatisfied 
with  them.  I  cannot  suppose  that  he  meant  to  indicate 
anything  in  particular  and  exclusively ;  but  I  suppose  he  in^ 
tended  to  give  his  money  to  whatever  the  United  States,  ia 
the  discretion  of  its  Government,  might  deem  best  suited: 
to  promote  his  general  purpose. 

For  one,  sir,  I  suppose  that  Smithson  regarded  the  foun- 
dation of  a  "  Smithsonian  Institution,'*  from  his  propert 
as  only  a  possibUiti/.  Look  at  the  fi^ts.  He  left  the  incom' 
of  his  property,  for  life,  to  a  nephew,  and  the  propert 
"  absolutely  and  forever,"  to  the  descendants  of  the  nephew 
if  he  had  any,  "  legitimate  or  illegitimate.**  The  nephew 
was  a  young  man  leading  a  roving  life  in  France  and  Italy^  ^•* 
What  was  the  chance  that  the  contingency  would  evei^c^  *^ 
arrive  when  the  United  States  could  claim  the  legacy — ^tha^^-^*^ 
of  failure  of  descendants  of  the  nephew  ?  A  sentence  hnc^  g^ 
been  quoted  from  one  of  his  papers  to  the  purport  that  hi^  -•* 
name  would  live  in  the  memories  of  men  when  the  titles  ofc:  ^^f 
the  Percy's  and  Northumberland's  were  extinct  or  forgo 
ten,  and  it  seems  to  be  inferred  that  he  was  then  tJiiiik — 
ing  of  this  institution.  But  it  is  altogether  more  likely  h 
was  thinking  of  the  articles  which  he  had  published  in  tb 
Philosophical  Transactions.  Every  scientific  man  deem^^  * 
the  acceptance  of  his  articles  there  a  sure  passport  to  im 
mortality;  and  this  view  is  rendered  more  probable  b; 
what  is  asserted,  that  he  took  such  offense  at  the  rejectioi 
of  one  of  his  papers  by  the  Royal  Society  as  to  change  hi 
will.  But  I  do  not,  after  all,  see  the  applicability  or  this 
for  the  name  of  Smithson  would  be  as  much  attached  to  th 
Smithsonian  Institution,  and  live  with  it  as  long  and 
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lat  institution  becomes  what  Congress  in- 
becomes  anything  else.    Is  not  the  British 
)  Bodleian  Library  as  well  known  as  any 
L  in  the  world  ? 
\  ^^active  operations"  I  will  devote  a  passing- 

^n  of  books  and  the  assumption  of  researches 
i  ^'active  operations,"  as  if  everything  else 
ison  but  standstill.  I  should '  have  liked  to 
inishing  the  building,  and  in  filling  it  with 
aowledge.  Active  operations  of  this  kind 
led  ^'  to  stimulate  and  invigorate  the  mind 
jght,  and  supply  important  materials  for  in- 
use  the  language  of  one  of  the  gentlemen 
uoted  to  show  that  anything  but  an  exclu- 
this  fund  to  science  is  a  "  gross  perversion*' 
b  has  been  repeated  to  me  that  another  of 
I  was  in  the  habit  a  few^  vears  ago  of  sayings 
othing  for  science  in  this  country  till  yoa 
'ge  libraries" — and  this  he  said  in  special 
3  Smithsonian  Library.  But  then,  sir,  the 
estion  had  not  become  one  of  physical  sci- 
ythinff  else. 

m  refers  to  the  great  Humboldt  as  not  the 
rivate  library.  But  he  had  constant  access 
jibrary  of  Berlin,  one  of  the  best  in  the 
/hat  we  want  is  to  furnish  scientific  and  lit- 
his  country  with  such  public  facilities  for 
ley  will  not,  on  the  one  hand,  be  obliged  to 
lited  means  in  buying  for  themselves,  nor^ 
andon  their  researches  for  the  want  of  books.. 
3  of  Humboldt  is  remarkably  apropos, 
low  how  intensely  active  these  "  active  ope- 
e  gentleman  from  Indiana  has  quoted  a  long- 
Dlished  by  the  institution.  But,  sir, you  will, 
rprised  to  learn,  that  with  the  exception  of 
mphlets,  making  in  all  only  about  one  thou- 
first  six  titles  include  the  whole  that  follow.  The 
the  table  of  contents  of  the  first  six.  Six 
,  making  less  than  three  thousand  pages  and 
1  octavo  to  make  a  volume  of  one  thousand 
le  sum  and  substance  of  the  "  active  opera- 
mithsonian  Institution  for  eight  years — say 
ges,  great  and  small,  a  year. 
It  argued  that  the  ''  active  operations  "  are 
le  ground  that  Congress  ordained  a  labora- 
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tory,  that  a  laboratory  implies  researches,  and  researches 
must  be  published.  But,  sir,  I  have  looked  through  the 
Smithsonian  publications,  and  made  inquiries  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  what  results  they  contain,  procured  at  the 
Smithsonian  laboratory.  I  could  find  none.  I  asked  where 
are  the  Smithsonian  researches  ?  Where  are  the  "  new 
truths"  which  have  been  developed  at  the  Smithsonian? 
The  books  published  were  contributed  to  knowledge  by  the 
authors  who  wrote  them,  for  the  most  part  without  pay. 
The  Smithsonian  merely  published  them.  The  Smithsonian 
laboratory  is  next  to  nothing,  and  nothing  but  experiments 
and  illustrations /or  lectures  have  come  from  it,  as  yet,sofiir 
as  I  can  find. 

Now  these  operations  are  held  up  as  the  exponent  of 
American  activUj/  in  discovering  new  truths.  I  do  not  find 
any  very  efficacious  activity ;  and  as  to  the  proportion  of 
absolutely  new  truths  due  directly  to  the  Smithsonian  amone 
these  publications,  I  fear  they  would,  notwithstanding  all 
the  talk  about  them, 

"Should  some  cold  critic  dare  to  melt  them  down, 
Roll  in  his  crucible  a  shapeless  mass, 
A  grain  of  gold  leaf  to  a  pound  of  brass." 

I  do  not,  sir,  by  any  means  object  to  these  publicationBi 
on  the  ground  that  they  do  not  contain  new  truths.    I  go  fot 
truth,  old  or  new ;  but  I  object  to  the  holding  them  up  befote 
the  world  as  the  measure  of  American  active  operatiotift 
in  the  discovery  of  truth,  and  as  conveying  the  idea  tl>^ 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  the  great  active  truth-discov^^* 
ing  engine  of  American  science.     The  idea  that  it  has  be*^. 
so,  or  would  become  so,  although  it  has  done  more  than   *^ 
else  to  encourage  the  present  course  of  the  institution,  ^ 
in  my  opinion,  fallacious.    It  cannot,  I  think,  be  too  stroo^^' 
represented  that  discoveries  are  not  made  by  direct  acts^    ^ 
operations  of  societies  anywhere,  but  by  the  active  operatic-*^ 
of  individual  minds,  which  minds  may  be  in  various  wj 
brought  up  to  the  effort.     The  hope  of  reward  may,  ind< 
serve  sometimes  as  a  stimulus ;  but  I  believe  that  the  h 
tory  of   science  shows  that  such  rewards  are  general 
valuable  as  rewards  rather  than  as  incentives.     The  ho; 
of  having  results  published,  with  the  stamp  of  high  approvi 
may  operate  as  an  incentive  to  effort.    But  incentives, 
pecially  in  this  country,  are  less  needed  than  means  ai 
aids ;   and  a  library  is  one  of  the  most  effectual,  and  «—     , 
pecidlly  in  this  country  the  most  needed,  as  a  means  a^*'" 
aid  to  exertion  in  the  advancement  of  knowledge. 

Mr.  Chairman,  on  this  last  day  of  the  session,  I  have  c:^^* 
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the  time  to  produce  the  multitude  of  corisidcrationB  which 
crowd  upon  me  on  this  subject,  but  I  am  happy  to  be  able 
to  present  thoeo  most  important  in  the  lucid  argument  and 
appropriate  language  of  the  select  committee. 

(Mr.  Meachau  then  gives  copious  extracts  from  the  report 
of  Mr.  Upham,  the  whole  of  which  will  be  found  in  pre- 
ceding pages.) 

Mb.  Jos.  R,  Chandler,  of  Penna.,  from  the  Select  Com-  , 
mittee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  withdrawing  from 
the  treasury  of  the  United   States  the  Smitbaoiiian  fund, 
and  investing  it  in  sound  stocks,  made  the  following  report: 

That  immediately  after  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
the  chairman  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  inquiring  into  the  history  and  present  state  of  the 
Smithsonian  fund.  To  that  letter  the  following  answer  was 
received : 

Tbbasurt  Departmbnt,  March  6,  1854. 


a  tie  8d  of  that  month :  "Raoiced,  Tbat  a  select  committee,  consisting  or 
nine  members,  l>e  uppointed  and  Inatructed  to  inquire  inlo  ths  czpedioni^j 
of  withdrRwing  Ixom  the  Ireasuiy  of  the  United  States  the  Smitlisonian 
ftmd,  and  invesling  the  same  in  aound  atocka,  or  in  eueh  other  way  as  may 
be  to  the  interest  of  said  fund,"  and  requesting  a  statement  of  the  amount 
«f  the  Smithsonian  fund  in  posaesslon  of  the  department,  or  under  iti 
control,  and  the  amount  of  intercat  accruing  thereon,  with  any  other  infor- 
mation that  may  assist  the  committee  in  the  discharge  of  the  uuty  enjoined 
by  wid  resolution.  In  complianoo  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith  the  accompanying  statements,  marked  A,  B,  C,  and  D. 

The  sum  received  in  London  from  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Smilhaon  by  the 
kgent  of  the  United  Statea  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  July  1, 
IB36,  was  islo,ltiO.  But  the  aum  actually  received  into  the  treasury  was 
fG08,3I8.46,  the  difference  hclwoen  the  two  sums  having  been  absorbed  by 
certain  expenses  in  collecting  and  transferring  the  money  to  the  UnitM 
SUtes. 

By  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  July  7,  1838,  it  was  provided  that  tho 
money  so  received  should  be  invested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  stocks  of 
States,  beariDK  not  less  than  five  per  cent,  inlereat,  and  tbat  the  said  stocka 
■bonld  be  held  hy  the  said  Secretary  in  trust  for  the  uses  speciQcd  in  the  lust 
will  and  tettament  of  James  Smitlison,  until  provisions  should  be  made  by 
law  for  carrying  the  purposes  of  the  said  bequest  into  effect,  and  the  annual 
Interest  accruing  on  the  stock  aforesaid  should,  in  like  manner,  be  invested 
for  ibc  benefit  of  the  said  institution. 

By  the  act  of  September  11,  1841,  so  much  of  the  before  mentioned  act 
u  authorized  investments  iu  stoclu  of  the  States  was  repealed,  and  the  Sec- 
relary  of  the  Treasury  was  required  thereafter  to  invest  in  stocks  of  tho 
United  Slates. 

But  between  the  dales  df  these  two  acta  the  sum  of  f508,3I8.4G,  together 
with  the  interest  accruing  on  the  first  purchase,  was  invested  in  stock  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  upon  wliicb  the  State,  in  the  sequel,  failed  to  pay 
Interest,  and  upon  which,  traia  the  time  of  such  failure,  nothing  has  been 
realised,  except  certain  sums  which  have  accrued  to  the  State  from  the  sale 
of  public  lands  under  what  is  commonly  called  Ihe  five  per  cent.  fund. 
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In  this  condition  of  the  fUnd,  the  act  of  Au^t  10,  1846,  was  pasaed, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Izustitution,  for  theincntse 
jind  diffusion  of  knowl^ge  among  men." 

The  act  recognized  as  a  debt  due  firom  the  United  States  .the  sum  so  reoeived 
and  invested.  It  fixed  the  said  sum  at  $615,169,  the  sum  received  by  the 
agent  in  London,  thus  assuming  the  expenses  incurred,  and  leaving  the 
original  bequest  unimpaired  for  the  use  of  the  institution.  It  provided  for 
ihe  payment  of  interest  oo  the  said  sum  from  the  time  of  receipt,  at  six  per 
cent.,  payable  on  the  Ist  January  and  Ist  Jul^  of  each  year,  approDriatiog 
the  interest  which  had  so  far  accrued,  amountmg  to  $242,129,  for  toe  ereo 
tion  of  suitable  buildings,  and  the  interest  there^ter  to  accrue  for  the  main- 
tenance and  support  of  the  institution.  But  the  act  at  the  same  time  pro- 
vided "  that  all  the  stocks  which  may  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be 
received  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  ftmd 
"bequeathed  by  James  Smithson  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  pledged  to 
refund  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  the  sums  hereby  appropriated" 

With  this  brief  explanation  of  the  historv  of  the  fund,  including  the 
legislation  thereon,  the  committee,  it  is  hoped,  will  find  the  statements  re- 
ferred to  sufficiently  intelligible. 

A  is  a  statement  showing  on  the  one  hand,  1st,  the  amount  originallv  re- 
ceived into  the  Treasury ;  2d,  the  amounts  received  for  interest;  and,8d, 
the  amount  of  United  States  stock  redeemed,  this  amount  ($5,623.21)  being 
{>art  of  the  sum  of  $106,184.85,  mentioned  in  same  statement;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  1st,  the  investments  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  institution; 
2d,  an  expense  incurred  in  the  management  of  the  fUnd ;  and,  3d,  the  bal- 
ance remaining  on  hand. 

Statement  B  shows  the  amount  of  stock  now  held,  and  the  different  de- 
acriptions  of  which  it  is  composed.  It  shows  also  the  present  market  value 
of  said  stocks,  with  the  exception  of  the  Arkansas,  which  is,  perhaps,  not 
worth  more  than  forty  cents  on  the  dollar. 

C  is  a  statement  showing  on  the  one  hand  the  interest  which  has  aocnied 
on  these  stocks,  and  on  the  other  hand,  1st,  the  interest  which  has  been  r^ 
oeived,  and,  2d,  the  interest  which  is  due  and  uncollected. 

D  is  a  statement  of  the  interest  which  has  accrued  on  the  sum  of  $515,169 
under  the  act  of  August  10,  1846,  all  of  which  has  been  paid  up  to  the  81si 
December,  1858,  1st,  for  the  erection  of  the  building,  and,  2d,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  institution,  in  pursuance  of  the  terms  of  said  act 

From  these  statements  it  appears  that  the  flmd  which  is  pledged  to  reim- 
burse to  the  Treasury  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  act  of  August  10| 
1846,  may  be  stated  as  follows : 

1.  Stocks  on  hand  of  the  par  value  of $720,661  64 

2.  Balance  of  cash  in  the  Treasury 18,646  88 

3.  Balance  of  interest  uncollected 869,816  82 

$1,108,624  79 


It  is  estimated  that,  by  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  r*" 
deem  the  stocks  of  the  United  States  held  in  trust  for  the  institution  at  the 
rates  of  premium  offered  for  said  stocks,  and  tq  sell  the  stocks  of  Uie  States 
of  Illinois,  Ohio,  and  Michigan,  at  their  market  price,  the  sum  of  $199,644 
may  be  realized  and  applied  towards  the  reimbursement  of  the  said  appf^ 
priations,  and  I  respectfully  reconmiend  that  authority  may  be  given  to 
pursue  this  course. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

James  Guthbix, 

Secretary  of  the  Treawrjl' 

Hon.  Jos.  B.  CnANDLEB, 

Chairman  Select  Committee  on  Smithsonian  FSintL 
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Shortly  afler  the  receipt  of  the  above  atatements  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  there  was  presented  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  the  memorial  of  March  10,  1854, 
from  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  statement  made  to  the  select  committee  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shows  that  the  Government,  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  set  apart  as  the  capital  of  the  Smithsonian 
funci,  the  sum  of  $515,169;  regarding  those  Stales  that 
have  failed  to  make  payment  of  principal  or  interest  of  the 
sums  loaned  to  them  from  the  fund  received  from  Sngland 
as  debtors  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  leaving  the 
fund  unencumbered  with  accounts  against  the  borroweis,  | 

and  equal  to  the  amount  left  by  the  testator. 

What  disposition'  should  be  made  of  the  evidences  of 
debts  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  holda 
against  the  borrowers  of  the  original  fund,  did  not  form.  «b 
part  of  the  inquiries  which  the  committee  was  anthorize6L 
to  make.     But  as  those  funds  evidently  belong  to  the  &<:>■»»■- 
emment  of  the  United  States,  the  committee  will  feel  it^^ll 
justified  in  suggesting  such  a  disposal  thereof  as  will  rele^^^ee 
the  books  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  continued  s^aad 
increasing  accounts.     And  at  the  close  of  the  report  a  r^s^&o- 
Intion  wul  be  added  recommending  the  sale  of  all  s'VA-^ 
assets,  and  that  the  net  proceeds  be  carried  to  the  gen^s  k^ 
fund. 

The  memorial  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  asking      fof 
permission  to  invest  a  portion  of  the  fund  saved  in  the  c^on- 
struction  of  the  building,  for  which  purpose  it  had  t:>^en 
appropriated,  suggested  to  the  joint  committee  inquiries^  *» 
to  the  probable  demands  which  would  be  made  upon        "the 
income  of  the  institution  ;  and  that  led  to  a  further  inq^^sJ-^^J 
as  to  the  legitimate  objects  for  expenditure.     These  ir*.  <1**J' 
ries  could  only  be  answered  by  a  recurrence  to  the  wiH   *' 
the  distinguished  testator ;  and  if  that  should  he  lesa.        ^^" 
plicit  in  any  particular  than  would  be   desirable,  th^s**    * 
recurrence  could  be  had  to  the  well-established  &cte  of     ^i^* 
life,  and  the  special  objects  which  he  pursued  in  his  ^.^»"V" 
tion  to  scienci? ;  and  tlie  end  which  he  proposed  iu  hi*     x*  """^ 
suits  while  alive,  and   the  special   directions  of  hia  ^s^Si^aV 
after  the  death  of  the  person  to  whom  was  beg ueatfat ^9^Ji 
life  use  of  his  property. 

Committeee   of  Congress  have  sevend  1 
statements  of  the  objects  of  Mf i- ^lm!tl«»ow!( 
Government  of  the  Unit."""!  SI;-;!-"-;  :n  '— i^  ii"''  tw 
of  the  mode  in  which  tb-  ■  ''  uriAm«3 

proceedings  have  be* 
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that  have  been  consequent  upon  these  reports.  And  the  in- 
^tution  has  been  established,  and  been  made  most  benefi- 
cially operative  by  a  "  direction,"  which  has  been  careful  to 
administer  its  affairs  in  the  spirit  of  congressional  enact- 
ments. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution,  however,  is  unique  in  its 
character,  and  it  is  brought  into  action  at  a  time  when  sci- 
ence is  advancing  beyond  all  precedent,  and  when  the 
learned  and  the  scientific  of  the  old  world  are  demanding 
from  the  United  States  not  merely  a  sympathy  in  their 
labors,  but  a  contribution  to  the  amount  of  knowledge  and 
science  with  which  the  world  has  already  been  enriched. 

With  the  constant  demands  upon  the  institution,  and  the 

-constant  efforts  to   respond  to  these  demands,  it  is  not 

strange  that  it  should  be  found  occasionally  necessary  to 

inquire  whether  its  administration  is  maintained  with  a 

constant  eye  to  that  progression  which  the  advancement  of 

science  renders  necessary ;  and  whether  every  plan  which 

"Was  hesitatingly  but  carefully  adopted  in  the  establishment 

-4)f  the  institution  is  productive  of  the  exact  result  which 

"Was  contemplated  on  its  formation,  and  whether  any  of  its 

^sninor  divisions  impinge  upon  the  more  important  branches, 

-^nd  thus  diminish  the  means  of  usefulness  on  the  whole, 

-»nd  delay  the  attainment  of  these  objects,  which  are  prop- 

-^rly  the  end  of  the  great  establishment. 

To  judge  correctly  of  such  matters  it  is  not  only  neces- 
sary to  know  what  has  been  done  by  the  institution,  but 
wliat  was  the  plan  of  those  by  whom  it  was  inaugurated; 
aod  especially  it  is  important  to  compare  the  proceedings 
of   the  institution  with  the  will  of  its  testator,  and  to  aecer- 
tain^  whether  what  he  proposed  has  been  in  any  degree 
atti^ined,  and  whether  all   has  been  done  that  the  means 
Baj>f>]ied  would  allow,  and  whether  the  plans  for  future 
ictiion  are  in  direct  conformity  with  a  fair  construction  of 
:h€5   will^  and  whether  any  of  the  income  is  being  devoted 
^ /objects  not  directly  contemplated  by  the  testator,  and 
^"^^h  may  be  as  well  attained  by  existing  institutions  that 
'*'^^^  neither  the  means  nor  the  mission  for  that  which  may 
"^  '"^garded  as  the  specialty  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest. 
•*<t  the  inquiry  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  emi- 
•^iv  those  who  are  acting  for  the  nation  which, 
i«A  a^kiAw^a  «*"*^  ^mDortaut  trust  conferred 

'^ministration  all 

^ew8  and  lofty 

coming  the 

e  trustee. 
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Regard  for  the  memory  of  the  dead  who  conferred  ujk 
our  citizens  the  benefit  of  the  fund,  and  upon  our  natL 
the  honor  of  its  administration,  no  less  than  a  mere  b< 
respect  will  ever  lead  this  nation,  through  its  represei^  ^ 
tives,  to  guard  with  peculiar  vigilance  the  sacred  trust  ^5^ 
volved  in  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Smithson,  and  carefully  ^^d( 
diligently  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  institution  in  ^^ 
fulfilment  of  the  noble  wishes  of  the  founder,  and  the  ^nst 
expectation  of  mankind  in  its  regard. 

With  this  view,  evidently,  the  Government  supplied  tie 
deficiency  in  the  funds  resulting  from  loans  authorized  by 
act  of  Congress ;  and  pursuing  the  same  object,  it  is  believed 
that  Congress  will  suggest  that  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  be  the  depository  of  the  fund,  and  that  the  instita- 
tion  shall  derive  an  unductuating  income  from  the  interest 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  pay  for 
the  use  of  that  deposit. 

James  Smithson  was  the  son  of  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land, by  Elizabeth,  niece  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset.  The 
disadvantages  of  the  circumstances  of  his  birth  seem  to 
have  been  less  than  the  benefits  of  the  wealth  of  his  parents, 
and  he  surmounted  the  former  by  the  assistance  which  the 
latter  gave  to  the  energy  of  his  character  and  the  ennobling 
objects  of  his  pursuits,  and  having  achieved  distinction  by 
science,  an  attainment  fortunately  not  dependent  upon 
hereditary  honors,  his  wish  was  evidently  to  open  up 
avenues  to  knowledge  and  facilitate  its  attainment  for  the 
multitude.  It  is  better  to  suppose  that  the  exalted  opinions 
of  mental  cultivation  and  scientific  attainment  which  Smith- 
son  manifested  in  his  life  and  writings,  and  the  efforts  and 
contribution  which  he  made  towards  ensuring  to  learning  a 
superiority  to  any  distinction  founded  on  hereditary  title, 
resulted  rather  from  the  ennobling  influence  of  great  scienti- 
fic attainments  upon  his  own  character  than  from  the  mis- 
fortunes of  his  birth,  which  forbade  his  enjoyment  of  the 
titular  honors  that  distinguished  his  father. 

Or,  if  made  to  feel  the  incompatibility  of  his  condition 
with  the  kind  of  distinction  which  was  enjoyed  by  his  more 
fortunate  relatives,  he  may  be  pardoned  the  ambition  which 
led  him  to  adopt  a  course  to  give  imperishable  distinction 
to  his  name,  "  when  the  titles  of  Percy  and  Northumberland 
are  extinct."  And  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  is  the  means  by  which  that  distinction  is  to 
be  achieved  and  perpetuated.  Such  an  end,  with  such  arapl® 
means  demanded  appropriate  administrations  and  suitable 
measures. 


It  most  be  conceded  that  tbe  plan  of  tbe  SmHbsoatao  In- 
,,  atilQtioii  most  be  of  a  cbaracter  di^rent  from  most  others, 
or  it  will  onhr  be  a  rival  of  exiEtia^  iostitadODs;  and  the 
I  language  of  tbe  teetator  is  explicit  as  it  r^v^  the  char- 
acter and  objects  of  the  institute  which  hv  iat^ded  to  fcmjid 
and  endow.  Tbe  object  was  "  to  foond  at  WashinettOD  an 
«fltabliebment,  ttoder  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Instila- 
tion,  for  tbe  ijcbeasb  aso  DirFt;sios  or  ssowLEiMis  amoss 

MBS." 

The  Uoremment  of  the  United  States,  in  accepting  the 
^reat  trast  conferred,  pledged  itself  to  carrv  oat  the  objects 
of  the  foaiid«r,  to  admimster  the  foods  with  a  distinct 
reference  to  the  reqnirements  of  the  will,  and  to  keep  tbe 
Institote,  which  beara  the  name  of  tbe  founder,  separate  in 
.  a]l  its  relations  from  any  and  every  other;  to  give  it  a  dis- 
tinct and  eabetantive  existence,  and  insure  independence 
and  efficiency  to  its  operations. 

-  The  distinction  between  the  (acrease  and  the  tiiffiision  of 
knowledge  is  resl,  and  in  the  administration  of  the  Smith- 
■ooiau  Institution  is  of  very  great  importance. 

We  have,  all  around  ns.,  libraries  and  museums,  by  which 
what  is  known  of  literature  and  science  may  be  dtfiused,  so 
&r  as  the  influence  of  those  libraries  and  museums  extends ; 
but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  such  an  influence  is  necessarily 
qaite  limited. 

But  the  "  increase  of  knowledge "  is  more  dependent 
DpoD  the  means  of  the  promoters  than  their  location,  and 
the  amount  of  valuable  contribution  to  any  science  must 
depend  more  upon  the  assurance  that  tbe  contributor  can  be 
||! requited  for  hie  time  and  labor,  titan  upon  any  advantages 
of  position;  and  it  is  eminently  true  that  our  country 
|«boand8  with  men  whose  tastes  and  attainments  lead  them 
linto  a  particular  branch  of  moral  or  physical  science,  but 
'''Vhoee  ordinary  pursuits  do  not  allow  them  to  extend  their 
'l  Investigations  into  specialities,  so  that  large  stores  of  knowl- 
r«dge  often  lie  undeveloped  in  the  mine  of  science  for  want 
Mtf  some  men  of  Icianre  to  follow  the  drift  and  secure  the 
treasure. 
I*       m 


4 


The  Smithsonian  Institution  has  already  enabled  men  of 


ijl^at  class,  and  encouraged  those  of  more  fortunate  condi- 
jftion  to  make  investigations  and  to  adduce  results  which  the 
J;"world  of  science  has  already  confessed  go  to  increase  knowl- 
F-cdge  among  men;  and  these  contributions  to  the  amount 
l^f  Knowledge,  it  is  admitted,  must  have  been  reserved  at 
least  for  a  future  day,  had  not  the  foresight  of  the  Smith- 
ttonian  Institution  suggested  and  supplied  means  for  the 
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"  increase,"  and  its  appropriate  and  timely  liberality  fuN 
uisbed  the  funds  and  means  for  the  dissemination. 

It  has  already  been  remarked,  that  the  unique  character 
of  Mr.  Smithson's  bequest  rendered  it  difficult  of  adminis* 
tration  upon  any  plan  that  should  not  be  sanctioned  by  some 
experience,  and  hence,  if  there  should  be  suggested  a  slight 
departure  from  the  requirements  of  the  letter  of  the  law  of 
1846,  by  which  the  institution  was  organized  for  action,  it 
must  not  be  understood  as  censuring  the  views  of  those 
who  labored  in  the  plan  and  secured  the  efficient  and 
desirable  action  of  Congress.  At  that  time  gentlemen  of 
the  highest  distinction  m  literature  and  science  differed  in 
their  views  of  the  best  means  of  carrying  out  the  wishes  of 
the  founder.  Each  had  a  favorite  theory  as  it  regards  the 
efficiency  of  certain  means  or  modes,  and  that  difference 
arose  greatly  from  previous  habits  and  associations,  or  from 
the  influence  which  the  greater  mind  had  upon  the  less. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  creation  of  an  immense 
library  was  a  favorite,  and  the  dominant  idea  of  many  whOt 
at  that  time,  leaned  entirely  upon  foreign  writers  for  infor- 
mation, and  resorted  to  books  rather  than  to  experiments 
and  observations  for  exact  information  on  any  science. 
Such  a  course  seems  natural,  where  it  had  been  universal^ 
and  the  opinions  are  likely  to  be  operative  just  in  propor- 
tion to  the  dependence  of  minds  upon  books ;  and  hence  a 
vast  collection  of  volumes  in  any  city  of  the  fourth,  or  fifth 
class  in  point  of  size,  and,  as  yet  of  no  particular  class  in 
point  of  science  and  literature,  seemed  to  promise  a  fulfill* 
ment  of  the  wishes  of  Smithson. 

Yet  these  volumes  were  not  to  "  increase  the  amount  of 
knowledge  among  men ;"  they  only  recorded  the  existing 
amount,  were  merely  the  storehouses  of  what  had  been 
gathered  and  kept  in  the  city  of  Washington,  as  yet  only 
the  political  centre  of  the  nation,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  they  would  serve  greatly  to  "  diffuse  that  knowledge 
among  men." 

Another  part  of  the  plan  is  the  establishment  of  a  mo* 
seum,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  this,  if  kept 
within  just  bounds,  is  a  valuable  part  of  the  general  plan. 
The  danger  is  that  a  museum,  instead  of  being  what  its 
name  implies,  will  become  a  receptacle  for  all  the  ireaks  of 
nature  which  a  morbid  curiosity  may  discover,  and  the 
resort  of  those  who  would  rather  be  amused  with  a  lus^ 
naturce  of  any  kind  than  with  a  well  arranged  and  instruc- 
tive display  of  products  in  their  scientific  order. 

A  museum  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  should  be  of  a 


r 
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kind  to  aaet&t  the  student  and  the  master  in  uatural  studies, 
and  enable  them  to  pursue  their  inquiries  to  the  full  extent 
of  attained  results,  that  thoj  may  increase  the  amount  of 
that  kind  of  knowledge,  may  add  to  what  is  already  known ; 
and  when  they  shall  nave  completed  that  commission,  and 
their  reports  shall  have  satisfied  the  institution  that  some- 
thing is  contributed  to  the  previous  amount  of  knowledge 
in  their  particular  branches,  then  the  institution  shall  cause 
those  contributions  to  be  printed  in  an  appropriate  manner, 
sod  copies  to  be  distributed  to  the  various  libraries  of  the 
country  and  the  scientiEc  associations  throughout  the  world ; 
tkits  DiFFOsiJiG  knowledge  among  men. 

One  result  of  this  transmission  of  the  publications  of  the 
institution  is  eminently  worthy  of  regard,  in  considering 
the  means  of  administering  the  will  of  the  testator.  These 
books  thus  sent  out  are  regarded  as  "  exchanges,"  and  thus 
they  insure  to  the  institution  returns  from  every  corres- 
ponding society  in  the  world  that  publishes  ifa  proceedings; 
and  a  smgle  publication  of  a  thousand  copies  of  any  me- 
moir by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  likely  to  insure  to 
the  shelves  of  its  library  numerous  copies  of  different  sci- 
entific works  from  sister  associations  abroad,  so  that  the 
very  expenditure  in  that  branch  of  the  institution  is  the 
means  of  supplying  the  books  for  a  library  instead  of  its 
becoming  the  occasion  of  diminishing  the  means  of  supply- 
ing that  branch.  And  it  should  be  added  that  the  works 
received  in  exchange  are  those  which  go  to  supply  to  the 
iDBtttntion  a  portion  of  the  very  kind  of  informatioa  most 
suited  to  its  character  and  objects,  and  insuring  to  its  ofii- 
cers  and  frequenters  detailed  reports  upon  branches  of  sci- 
ence that  might  otherwise  have  remained  undeveloped. 

The  city  of  Washington  may  rejoice  in  the  multiplication 
of  general  libraries,  and  the  youn?  may  frequent  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  for  duplicates  ot  amusing  volumes  which 
they  have  seen  in  the  Congressional  Library ;  and  the  latest 
novel  or  the  last  essay  may  find  its  place  on  its  ehelvea,  to 
the  augmentation  of  its  catalogue,  and  the  diminution  of 
its  funds  ;  but  it  will  scarcely  be  claimed,  in  behalf  of  such 
a  collection,  that  it  is  a  selection  suited  to  the  views  of  Smith- 
son,  or  in  accordance  with  his  will. 

The  committee,  unable  at  present  to  pursue  further  their 
inquiries  into  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  to  the  hopes 
of  the  scientific,  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 
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a  former  investment  of  a  part  of  the  fUnds  of  that  trust,  the  United  Statti 
will  best  promote  the  object  of  the  testator,  and  secure  the  prosperous  and 
profitable  action  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  by  retaining  the  Ainds  of 
that  institution  in  the  Public  Treasury,  and  allowing  the  same  interest  now 
paid  for  the  use  of  those  fUnds. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  enlarge  the  permanent  ftind  of  the  insti* 
tution  by  the  investment  of  such  sums,  not  exceeding  $125,000,  as  may  hav* 
been  or  shall  be  received  for  accrued  interest  or  otherwise,  in  addition  to 
the  principal  sum  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  and  that  the  said  additionftl 
sum  of  $126,000  be  received  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  up<m 
the  same  terms  as  those  upon  which  the  original  fund  is  now  held. 


THIRTY-FOUBTH  CONGRESS. 

Senate,  January  28, 1856. 

Mr.  Trumbull  presented  a  memorial  from  a  committee 
appointed  at  the  Illinois  State  Educational  Convention, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  land  to  each  State  in  the  Union,  for 
the  purpose  of  endowing  industrial  universities,  to  codperate 
vrith  each  other,  and  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  at 
Washington,  for  the  education  of  the  industrial  classes  and 
their  teachers,  accompanied  by  resolutions  adopted  by  -the 
Le^slature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  favorinff  the  project; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Senate,  February  12, 1856. 

Mr.  Mason  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  joint  resolution,  providing  that  the  vacancies  in 
the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  of  the 
class  other  than  members  of  Congress,  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Rufus  Choate  and  the  death  of  Hon.  Jno. 
Mcrherson  Berrien,  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  George 
E.  Badger  of  North  Carolina,  and  C.  C.  Felton  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Senate,  February  13, 1856. 

Mr.  Mason  oftered  the  above  resolution;  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mason.  Mr.  President,  the  Board  of  Kegents  have 
been  unable  to  obtain  a  quorum,  in  consequence  of  the  delay 
in  organizing  the  House ;  and  in  order  to  fill  the  existini 
vacancies,  it  is  desirable  that  the  resolution  should  be  acted 
on  at  once.  It  is  one  to  which,  I  presume,  there  is  no  ob- 
jection ;  I,  therefore,  ask  for  its  consideration  now. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  joint  resolution  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Mason.  Mr.  Badger  is  known  to  every  Senator 
present;  and  of  Mr.  Felton,  I  would  only  say  that  he  ia 
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professor  of  Greek  at  the  Harvard  Univeraity;  that  he  is  a 
gentleman  of  eminent  Htorai-y  aa  well  as  other  attainments, 
and  pOBsesaes,  pe^-haps,  a  better  knowledge  of  literary  insti- 
tutions, at  home  and  abroad,  than  most  others. 

The  joint  resolution  was  passed. 
I  Senate,  June  19,  1856. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dodolas,  Mr.  J.  A.  Pearce  was  reap- 
pointed regent  by  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

J}dy  25,  1856.— Report  of  the  institution  for  1865  pre- 
sented, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pkarcb  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies  be  printed. 

Juhj  29,  1856— 

Ordered,  That  10,000  udditionnt  copies  af  tli«  tenth  aoDual  report  of  tha 
KegenU  of  Ihe  SmithauDisa  Institution  be  printed— 2,600  of  the  tamo  to  be 
for  the  lue  of  tha  inatilulion. 

January  21, 1857. — The  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Rttotved,  ^e.,  Thfit  (be  Tacantieg  in  the  Board  of  BegenU  of  the  Smith> 
•ODian  Inalitution.of  the  class  "other  than  members  of  Congress, "bo  filled 
by  the  reappointment  of  the  late  incumbenls,  viz;  Richard  Bush,  of  Fhila- 
'    phim,  and  Joseph  G.  Totleo,  of  Washington. 

February  28,  1857. — Annual  Report  for  1856  presented, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FixcH  moved  that  10,000  copies  he  printed. 

March  3, 1857. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas, 
it  waa — 

RaolBtd,  That  there  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  10,000  extra 
copies  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Beard  of  Regents  of  the  Bmithsonian 
Institution,  2,500  of  the  same  to  he  for  tha  use  of  the  InetitutioD  ;  and  that 
the  Secretary  be  authorized  to  udd  to  the  portion  of  his  report  now  befora 
tbe  Senate  such  matter  as  may  be  neccb^arj'  to  complete  the  same:  Pretided, 
That  such  additions  ihnU  not  exceed  in  the  Aggregate  428  pages,  tbe  num- 
ber of  pages  contained  in  the  lOlh  annual  report.  Atid  provided,  furthtr, 
Tbnt  the  entire  amount  of  copj'  ncueesary  to  complete  the  said  report  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  public  printer  by  or  before  the  lOth  day  of  April 
next  {  but  no  portion  of  said  copy  sball  be  placed  in  tbe  handa  uf  the  puolio 

Erinter  until  tbe  whole  shall  have  been  completed  and  delivered  into  the 
BDds  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Printing, 

March  6,  1857. — The  President  of  the  Senate  appointed 
Mr.  James  M,  Mason  as  Regent. 

House  of  Representative8,  February  21,  1856. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Stephens,  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
Senate  of  February  13  for  the  appointment  of  regents  was 
passed. 

February  26,  1856. — The  Speaker  made  the  following  ap- 

Sintments  as  regents:  Hiram  Warner  of  Georgia,  James 
cacham  of  Vermont,  Wm.  H.  English  of  Indiana. 
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Mr.  Meacham.  In  the  nomination  of  Besents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  made  by  the  Speaker  tnis  morning, 
I  find  that  my  name  stands  in  the  list,  I  feel  grateful  to 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  honor  thus  coriferred  upon  me; 
but  I  beg  of  you  to  erase  my  name,  and  appoint  some  other 
member  of  tnis  House.  I  have  two  or  three  reasons  for 
making  this  request.  In  the  first  place,  I  have  enjoyed  the 
honor  and  borne  the  burden  of  that  position  for  a  period  of 
four  years,  and  I  think  it  better  that  the  duty  should  circu- 
late among  different  members  of  the  body,  and  that  it  should 
not  remain  stationary.  I  have  another  reason  for  asking  to 
be  excused.  You,  sir,  have  already  placed  me  in  a  position 
on  a  committee  of  this  House  which  demands  all  my  atten- 
tion. I  will  not  conceal  that  I  have  another  reason,  which 
I  shall  take  another  time  to  explain.  It  is,  that  I  canDot 
approve  the  present  course  of  that  institution,  if  it  have  any 
course,  and  is  not  merely  standing  still  and  marking  time— 
the  mere  mockery  of  motion.  It  is  not  producing  that  im- 
pression upon  the  country  and  people  which  it  ou^ht  to 
make.  I  cannot  consent,  and  will  not  consent,  to  follow  an 
institution  whose  leader  is  smitten  with  chronic  monomania 
on  a  single  subject — an  institution  whose  line  of  march,  as  I 
believe,  runs  athwart  the  line  of  law  by  which  it  holds  its 
existence.  I,  therefore,  beg  of  you  to  accept  my  thanks  and 
resignation. 

There  being  no  objection,  Mr.  Meacham's  resignation  was 
accepted. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Hon.  Benjamin  Stanton,  of  Ohio, 
as  Regent. 

May  23,  1856. — Report  of  Smithsonian  Institution,  for 
1855,  presented. 
Mr.  English  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies  be  printed. 

August  9 J  1856. — The  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Re9olved,  That  10,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  lastitatioa 
for  the  year  IS65  be  printed — 7,500  for  the  use  of  members  of  the  Hoosei 
and  2,600  for  the  institution. 

February  18, 1857. — Report  for  1856  presented,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

March  3,  1857. — The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolvedf  That  there  be  printed  of  the  report  of  the  R^ents  of  the  8mith-^ 
sonian  Institution  for  1856,  10,000  copies — 7,500  for  the  use  of  memben  o  ^ 
the  House,  and  2,500  for  the  use  of  the  institution. 

December  14, 1857. — The  Speaker  appointed  as  Resen 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution — Wm.  H.  English  of  IndiaDar 
Benjamin  Stanton  of  Ohio,  and  Lucius  J.  Gartrell  of  Geor^^ 
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Senate,  Mai/  27,  1858. 
Annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1857 
presented,  and  Mr.  Pearce  moved  the  printing  of  10,000 
extra  copies,  2,500  of  which  to  .be  for  the  use  of  the  insti- 
tution. 

June  3, 1858, — Mr,  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  reported  the  following: 

lUioCved,  That  10,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  tba  Board  ot  He- 
Rents  of  the  Smithsonian  Inalitution,  for  the  year  1857,  be  printud— 5,000 
for  the  USB  uf  the  Senate  and  6,000  for  the  use  of  the  SmtthBuoian  Institu- 
tion :  Provided,  That  the  aggregate  number  of  paces  contained  in  said 
report  Bhall  not  exceed  410,  without  wood-cuta  or  plitlee,  eicept  those  fur- 
nithed  by  the  InslitutJon.  And prouided,  further.  That  tha  entire  amount 
of  copj  neceseary  to  complete  said  report  be  placed  in  tbe  hands  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Public  Printing  before  toe  comiaenoement  of  print- 
ing any  portion  of  suid  report. 

Mr.  IvEHSON.  I  object  to  the  resolution,  unless  the  5,000 
copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  be  stricken  out.  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  other  5,000  being  printed  for  the  Smith- 
Boniao  Institution. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  I  do  not  care  whether  it  be 
published  or  not.    I  submit  to  the  will  of  the  Senate. 

The  Vice  President.  Objection  being  made,  the  resolu- 
tioD  will  lie  over. 

June  12,  1858. — The  above  resolution  of  June  3,  was 
adopted. 

January  7,  1859. — Resolution  adopted  to  fill  vacancies  in 
Board  of  Regents : 

Baolved,  4e.,  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  RegenU  of  the  Smith- 
■Onian  Inatttution  other  "than  members  of  Congress"  be  Qlied  by  the 
■ppointtnent  of  Alexander  D.  Bachu,  a  member  of  tbe  National  Inaiituto 
And  resident  in  the  city  of  Wftflhington,  and  G-eorgo  B.  Badger,  of  tbe 
State  of  Nortb  Carolina. 

February  23,  1859.— The  annual  report  of  the  Smith- 
flonian  Institution,  for  1858,  was  presented. 

Mr.  Mason  moved  to  print  10,000  extra  copies,  5,000  for 
the  Senate  and  5,000  ibr  the  institution. 

February  24,  1859, — Mr.  Fitch  reported  the  following 
KBolntion,  which  was  adopted: 

Raohed,  That  there  bo  printed,  in  addition  to  the  usual  number  of  tba 
nport  of  the  Board  of  Regents  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  tbe 
year  1B58,  5,000  copies  for  the  use  of  tbe  Smithsonian  Institution!  Pro- 
vided, That  the  aggregate  number  of  pages  contained  in  laid  report  shall 
not  exceed  450  pagcp,  without  wood-cuts  or  plates,  eicept  those  furnished 
^S  the  institution. 


652  CONGBESSIONAL   PBOCEEDIHOS. 

House  of  Representatives,  May  29, 1858. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1851 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  English.    I  move  that  10,000  extra  copies  of  the 
report  be  printed. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.*  I  hope  no  extra  copies  of  '^ 
will  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printii^g« 

June  12,  1858. — Mr.  Nichols,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  submitted  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  IniBflto- 
tion  seven  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  members  of  the  House  of  Rep^e- 
sentativen,  and  two  thousand  for  the  use  of  the  Institution. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.    How  much  will  that  cost? 

Mr.  Nichols.  The  cost  will  be  $3,500,  according  to  an 
estimate  made  by  myself.  It  is  a  large  reduction  on  tiie 
number  heretofore  ordered.    I  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Burnett.    I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table* 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee.    I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays* 

Mr.  Keitt.    I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  Speaker.  The  Chair  cannot  entertain  the  motion 
pendingthe  call  for  the  previous  question. 

The  House  divided  on  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
there  were — ayes  25,  noes  109. 

The  Speaker.     The  yeas  and  nays  are  not  ordered. 

Mr.  Burnett.     I  want  tellers  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Speaker.     The  Chair  thinks  the  call  comes  too 
The  Chair  stated  the  vote,  and  paused  some  time  before 
announced  the  result. 

Mr.  Burnett.     The  Speaker  stooped  over  a  moment 
as  soon  as  he  rose  to  an  erect  position,  I  rose  and  called 
tellers  upon  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  result  was 

The  Speaker.    Did  not  the  gentleman  hear  the  annc^. 
ment  before  he  addressed  the  Chair? 

Mr.  Burnett.     Yes,  sir.     I  heard  the  announceme 
and  25. 

The  Speaker.     The  application  comes  too  late. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion  ^  ^  ^ 
resolution  upon  the  table;  and  it  was  not  agreed  t^--  lay  » 
SO,  noes  97. 

^  Mr.  Burnett  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  a 
tion  of  the  resolution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  wer<^ 

The  question  was  tato 
tive — yeas  84,  nays  50- 
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TEA8—Ue99ra.  Adrmn,  Ah!,  Andrews,  Arnold,  Billingburat,  Bingham, 
Bliei,  Brayton,  Bafflnlon,  Burlingame,  Burns,  Burroughs,  Cbase.  OavB- 
aaugb,  Cb'afTeo,  CbapniBn,  Ezra  Clark,  Clawson,  Clark  B.  Oocbrane, 
Cockerill,  Colfax,  Comina,  Coroing,  Covode,  CragiD,  Curlii,  Davia  of  Maa- 
ncbusetto,  Davis  of  Iowa.  Ditwes,  Dean,  Diminibk,  Dodd,  Durfeo,  Edio, 
Fenton,  Poster,  OiUii,  Gilman,  Gilmer,  Qooob,  Goodwin,  Groesbeck,  Grow, 
Hatch.  Horton,  Uwen  Jones,  Kcitt,  Knupp,  John  0,  Kunhcl,  Landy.  Love- 
Joy,  Humphrey  Marshall,  Maynard,  Moom,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Edward  Joy 
Morris,  Freeman  H.  Morsa,  Mott,  Nichols,  Olln,  Parker,  Juho  S.  Pbelp*, 
"William  W.  Phelpe,  Phillip?.  Pottle,  Piirviance,  Reagan,  Kicaud,  Rilchie, 
Bobbim,  RoberU,  Judeon  W.  Sherman,  Sickles,  Singleton,  Samuel  A. 
.Smilh,  Stanton,  Tapiwn,  Underwood,  Walbridge.  Walton,  Elihu  tJ.  Wash- 
iburne,  Israel  Washburn,  and  Wood — 84. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atkins,  Barksdale,  Bennett,  Blair,  Bonham,  Branch, 
.Burnett,  Caskii-,  Clemens,  Cobb,  John  Cochrane,  James  Craig,  Curry, 
^Savis  of  Indiana,  Davis  of  HiseisBippi,  Dowdell,  Euslla,  Faulkner,  Oarnctl, 
Gr^g,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Huyler,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  George  W-  Jones, 
'Jacob  M.  Kunkel.  Leiter,  Letcher,  Maclay,  McKibbin,  Miles,  Niblack, 
iFeyton,  Folter,  Powell,  Royce,  Ruffin,  Russell,  Sandidge,  Savage,  Scales, 
l-Henry  M.  Shaw,  William  Smith,  Spinner,  Stevenson,  Miles  Taylor,  Tomp. 
[.liin»,Trippo,  Winslow,  and  John  V.  Wright— 50. 

So  the  reaoiution  was  agreed  to. 

I  House  of  Repbesestat:vbs,  December  IG,  1858. 

I     Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  on 

the  memorial  of  the  National  Institution  for  the  Promotion 
(■of  Science,  praying  for  an  appropriation  for  preserving  the 
•eollection  of'  objects  of  natural  history  entrusted  to  their 
'charge;  ehowa  that,  in  fact,  the,  collections  are  now  in  the 
|Bmithsonian  Institution — thej*  were  formerly  in  the  Patent 

Office,  under  the  charge  of  the  Government — and,  therefore, 
'the  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 

wderation  of  the  memorial. 
j     The  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in, 
I     January  10,  1859. — Resolution  of  the  Senate  of  January 
(7,  adopted,  to  elect  A.  D.  Bachcand  G.  E.  Badger,  regents. 
March  2,  1859. — Mr.  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  from  CommiU 
Itce  on  Printing,  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

RtKittal,  That  there  be  printed  6,000  extra  copies  of  thn  report  of  tbu 
|;Ope rations  of  the  Smitbsonian  Institution,  for  tho  year  1SI>8  ;  3,000  for  the 
'HBO  of  members  of  the  House,  and  2,000  for  tbo  usu  of  euid  imtilution. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tenne8aee,  demanded  a  division. 

The  House  divided;  and  there  were  ayes — 88. 

The  Speaker.  Does  the  gentleman  insist  on  his  divi- 
.«on7 

Mr.  JoNEB,  of  TenneaBce.  Yes,  sir;  unless  it  ia  pro- 
'posed  to  pay  for  this  printing  out  of  the  Smithsonian  fund. 

The  division  was  made;  and  there  were — noes,  46.  Bo 
ithe  resolution  was  adopted. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  reconsider  the  v< 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and  also  moved 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  apon  the  table.     Agreed 
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Senate,  January  26, 1860. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  reappointed  Mr.  Stephen     u 
Douglas  as  regent. 

June  11,  1860. — Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institntioz?^ 
for  1859,  presented,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pearce,  it  was — 

Resolved^  That  10,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Regents  oi 
tbe  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  year  1859,  be  printed;  6,000  for  Hut 
use  of  the  Senate,  and  6,000  for  the  use  of  the  institution :  Pron4ed,  Thtt 
the  aggregate  number  of  pages  contained  in  said  report  shall  not  exceed 
450  pages,  without  wood-cuts  or  plates,  except  those  lumished  by  the  insti- 
tution. 

January  12, 1861. — Mr.  Douglas  offered  a  resolution  that 
the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Messrs.  George 
M.  Dallas,  William  B.  Astor,  and  Cornelius  C.  Felton. 

February  21,  1861. — House  bill  making  appropriations 
for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
ending  30th  June,  1862,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  from  lines  two 
hundred  and  twenty-three  to  two  hundred  and  twenty-fflX 
inclusive,  in  the  following  words : 

For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surrefing 
expeditions  of  the  Government,  and  the  construction  of  suitahle  easei  to 
receive  said  collections,  $6,000. 

And  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof: 

For  the  distribution  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  sarvejinf 
expeditions  of  the  Government,  and  the  construction  of  additional  caifli  to 
receive  such  part  of  said  collections  as  may  be  retained  by  the  Goyemmeot, 
$6,000. 

The  Presiding  Officer  put  the  question;  and  declared 
the  noes  appeared  to  have  it. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  Senators  certainly  do  not  understand 
the  amendment  they  are  voting  against. 

Mr.  Hale.    I  confess  I  do  not     Let  us  have  it  explained. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  I  will  give  an  explanation.  This  sum 
is  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  distribution  of  the 
collections  of  the  exploring  expeditions.    They  brought  back 


655 

f  with  them  a  great  deal  of  matter  which  hoa  been  arranged 
'  for  distribution  among  the  several  States. 

Mr.  Bkaog.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  speak  louder;  he 
cannot  be  heard. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  I  say  there  were  a  great  maay  dupli- 
cates of  the  collections  which  are  proposed  to  be  distributed 
among  the  several  States,  and  this  sura  is  necessary  in  order 
to  have  them  arranged  and  distributed. 

Mr.  GnrMES.  How  many  such  appropriations  have  been 
made  for  distribution  heretofore? 

Mr.  Fessbnden.  This  is  the  first  appropriation  of  the 
,  flort : 


Far  tho  diatribulion  of  the  collecttuns  of  the  c 
Binedilion*  of  tho  Govornitipnt,  nnd  I" 
jcb  part  of  said  collpctione  m 


»c,ooo. 


j'  Both  are  necessary.  The  sum  is  a  very  reasonable  one, 
f  The  Committee  on  Finance  examined  this  matter;  and  came 

i^  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  proper  to  make  this  appropria- 
tion. The  only  alteration  wo  have  made  is  to  put  it  in  a 
better  shape  than  it  was  before.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee  thought  the  lines  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  were 
j'  indefinite. 

[       Mr.  Grimes.     I  understand  this  is  the  first  appropriation 
}■  «ver  made  for  distribntion  ? 
f      Mr.  Fessenden.     Yea,  sir. 

f  Mr.  Pearce.  Mr.  President,  these  collections  are  made 
}  by  all  the  expeditions  sent  out  by  the  Government.  A  great 
'  many  of  them  are  sent  overland  to  the  Northwest.  All  of 
I  them  bring  home  collections  of  natural  history.  They  are 
I  all  sent  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  where  they  are  ar- 
I  ranged  and  classiiied.  We  have  no  means  for  keeping  these 
[  specimens  there;  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  duplicates 

ebould  be  given  to  the  colleges  and  scientific  institutions 

throughout  the  country.     This  appropriation  is  not  a  large 
'  one.     These  specimens  have  been  collecting  for  a  number  of 

yeara;  and  the  object  now  is  to  distribute  them  to  places 

where  they  would  be  valuable — that  is  all. 

Mr.  Grimes.     Under  what  law,  to  what  institutions,  and 

in  what  manner,  are  they  distributed  ? 
i  Mr.  Peauce.  There  is  no  law  that  I  am  aware  of  for  the 
■  distribution  ;  but  it  has  been  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of 
I  the  Interior  that  these  objects  should  be  thus  distributed. 
I  They  will  be  distributed  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in 
'•■  whose  care  they  are  placed. 
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Mr.  Grimes.  According  to  the  discretion  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  that  institution  ? 

Mr.  Pearce.  TeSy  sir;  with  the  approbation  of  the  Inte- 
rior Department,  of  course,  which  is  required  for  all  things 
of  this  sort. 

Mr.  Hale.     Then,  I  think.  Congress  should  not  appro- 

[)riate  the  money.    I  think  they  ought  to  be  distributed  by 
aw,  as  books  and  manuscripts  are,  and  should  not  be  given 
to  the  discretion  of  this  Department. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  Why  not  add  the  words :  "  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior?" 

Mr.  Hale.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  necessity  for 
the  provision  at  all. 

The  Presiding  Officer,  (Mr.  Polk  in  the  chair.)  If  no 
amendment  be  offered,  the  question  will  be  on  the  amend- 
ment reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  !bESSENDEN.  I  supposc  the  amendment  may  be 
amended. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  Certainly ;  but,  as  the  Chair 
stated,  no  amendment  being  offered  to  it,  the  question  is 
on  the  amendment  as  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Hunter.  It  seems  to  me  that  before  we  adopt  this 
amendment,  its  friends  ought  to  put  some  limitation  on  it 
by  which  hereafter  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  not  to  re- 
ceive these  things ;  for  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  the  beginning 
of  a  system  of  annual  distribution  like  those  Patent  Office 
seeds,  and  may  lead  us  into  a  large  annual  expenditure,  un- 
less there  is  some  limitation.  I  would  be  willing  to  distrib- 
ute them  once,  if  you  would  put  a  stop  to  it  there;  and  there 
ought  to  be  something  done  to  prevent  the  receipt  of  these 
things  hereafter. 

Mr.  Pearce.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  has  not  the 
slightest  interest  in  this  thing  whatsoever;  but  the  Gk)veni- 
ment  has  for  years — having  no  other  place  to  put  them — sent 
all  these  collections  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which 
building,  lar^  as  it  is,  is  very  much  lumbered  up  by  them. 
If  you  keep  them  there,  they  will  be  compelled  to  turn  other 
collections  away.  There  is  no  room  to  receive  any  more. 
They  are  enornious  in  bulk  and  very  numerous.  It  is  desi- 
rable to  get  rid  of  them ;  and  we  cannot  make  a  better  dis- 
position of  them  than  to  send  them  to  colleges  and  scientific 
institutions  which  have  already  collections  of  this  sort, 
though  imperfect.  It  is  a  very  remarkable  collection  of 
objects  in  natural  history.  There  is  no  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  institution  to  obtain  the  distribution  of  this  coflee- 
tion.    It  is  a  gratuitous  thing  on  their  part  altogether.   This 
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ia  not  for  their  advantage  at  all,  except  so  far  as  it  will  re- 
lieve the  building  of  the  incumbrance  of  such  an  immenBe 
collection;  and  yet  it  can  never  be  done  except  by  author- 
ity of  law.  This  IB  the  first  occasion  on  which  it  has  beeu 
aeked. 

Mr^  Hunter.  I  have  no  idea  that  this  is  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Smithsonian  InBtitution,  I  believe  the  object  of  the 
amendment  is  a  good  one ;  but  why  not  allow  them  to  give 
these  things  to  those  that  may  apply?  Why  appropriate 
money  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  them  ?  Why  not 
allow  them  to  give  them  to  those  who  may  apply,  according 
to  their  judgment?  That  would  throw  the  expense  upon 
those  who  received  them.  But  if  we  once  begin  with  thia 
appropriation  I  am  afraid  we  shall  go  on  distributing  these 
collections  just  aa  we  do  the  seeds  at  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  Pearce,  a  large  part  of  thia  appropriation  is  intended 
for  the  construction  of  cases  to  receive  such  portions  of  the 
collections  as  may  be  retained  by  the  Government.  The 
expense  nf  their  distribution  will  be  very  small  indeed.  We 
do  not  mean  to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  distribution.  They 
will  be  paid  by  the  institutions  to  whom  tbey  go. 

Mr.  Fessesdes.  Of  course  thia  ia  only  an  amendment  to 
the  preceding  one.     Was  the  other  amendment  struck  out? 

Mr.  pEABCE.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Mr.  Fessendkn.  I  will  intjuire  whether  the  amendment 
proposed  in  the  two  hundred  and  twentieth  line,  to  strike 
out  the  words  "and  distribution,"  after  the  word  "preser- 
vation" haa  been  acted  on. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  Chair  is  informed  by  the 
Secretary  that  that  amendment  has  not  been  acted  on,  and. 
will  now  put  the  question  on  the  amendment  to  strike  out, 
inline  two  hundred  and  twenty,  after  the  word  "preserva- 
tion," the  words  "and  distribution,"  so  that  the  clause  will 
read: 

Fur  preservalion  of  the  collectionB  of  tbs  eiplormg  aod  surveying  eipe- 
dt  lions  of  tbe  Govern  men  t,  S4,000. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  apprehend  there  is  not  a  college  or  mus- 
eum in  tbe  land  but  would  be  willing  and  anxious  to  have 
the  opportunity  to  come  here  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
and  take  its  proportion  of  these  fossils  or  specimens 

The  Presidinq  Officer.  Will  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
allow  the  Chair  to  state  that  the  amendment  which  has  just 
been  read  precedes  the  one  under  consideration,  and  the 
Senate  should  pass  on  that  first;  and  then  the  subject  of 
remark  to  which  the  Senator  fi-om  Iowa  ia  directing  hia 
attention  would  be  appropriate. 
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Mr.  Hunter.     The  proposition  is  to  strike  out  one, 
insert ;  so  that  now  is  the  time  to  speak  upon  it. 

Mr.  Fessenben.    JSTot  at  all. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  No,  sir;  this  precedes  the  other. 
The  question  is  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  lastreai 

Mr.  Hunter.  Is  that  an  amendment  on  which  we  can 
come  at  this  question? 

The  Presiding  Officer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  the  amendment 
that  precedes  it. 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  is  the  amendment  in  line  two  hundred 
and  twenty,  I  understand. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  Secretary  will  report  the 
amendment. 

The  Secretary  again  read  it.  On  page  10,  line  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  and  distribu- 
tion;" so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

ExploHng  Expedition. — For  preservation  of  the  coUections  of  theexplo^ 
ing  and  surveying  expeditions  of  the  Government,  $4,000. 

Mr.  Pearce.     These  words  were  improperly  put  in.  That 
appropriation  is  the  one  which  we  make  annually.    These 
collections  were  all  in  the  Patent  Office,  and  as  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  wanted  the  Patent  Office  for  other  pur- 
poses, provision  was  made  by  law  for  transferring  these 
collections  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Govemmeat 
paying  the  expense.      The  annual  expense  is  about  four 
thousand  dollars.    By  a  mistake  the  word  "  distribution " 
was  put  in  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Represent^^ 
tives.     This  money  is  wanted  for  the  preservation  of  tt^ 
collections,  and  not  for  their  distribution;  and  therefore ^b^^ 
move  to  strike  out  the  words  "  and  distribution." 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  agreed  to. 

The  Secretary  read  the  next  amendment  of  the  Committe^^** 
on  Finance ;  which  was  to  strike  out  line  two  hundred  twec:^^* 

ty-three  to  line  two  hundred  and  twenty-six,  inclusive,  i ^ 

the  following  words : 

**  For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  sarreTi^^^^ 
expeditions  of  the  Government,  and  the  construction  of  suitable  ctM  ^ 

receive  said  collections,  $6,000.'' 

Mr.  Grimes.    Mr.  President —  

Mr.  Fessenden.    Striking  out  these  words  will  aceompli^^^ 

the  Senator's  purpose.  

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  that.  The  bill,  as  it  caff^"« 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  furnished  an  approprl  ^^ 
tion  for  the  preservation  of  these  things.  That  I  am  wilUn»^ 
shall  be  done ;  but  I  am  unwilling  that  a  distribation  sb^i^ 
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tfcc  made  by  which  these  articles  are  to  be  distributed  over 
j,the  country  without  Congress  specifying  the  manner  in 
which  they  shall  be  distributed.  I  want  to  know  how  they 
lare  to  be  distributed.  I  am  content  that  tliey  should  be 
Idiatributed;  and  I  think,  if  there  is  un  excess  of  them 
^here,  they  should  be  distributed  in  some  way,  either  by  al- 
iJowing  persons  and  institutions  in  different  portions  of  the 
^'country  to  come  here  and  obtain  them;  or  else,  if  you  see 
-fit  to  do  so,  allowing  the  superintendent  of  the  institution  to 
jistribute  them;  but  be  should  not  be  permitted  to  distrib- 
ate  them  on  any  principle  of  favoritiara;  as,  I  fear,  may  be 
the  caee,  unless  you  provide  in  the  law  specifically  ia  what 
i3Danner  they  shall  bo  distributed.  For  instance,  we  might 
ttay  that  one  institution  in  each  State,  or  two  iustitutions  in 
each  State,  should  be  furnished  with  these  specimens,  or 
.that  they  should  bo  distributed  to  certain  specified  institu- 
^ons;  but  I  am  unwilling  to  leave  the  matter  entirely  to 
*he  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  or  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  My  friend  from  Iowa  ia  a  little  too  fast. 
If  he  will  look  at  this  amendment,  he  will  find  that  it  ia 
merely  to  strike  out  the  words  in  lines  two  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four,  two  hundred 
ftod  twenty-iive,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty-six,  for  which 
ether  words  are  to  be  substituted.  If  these  words  he  stricken 
out,  and  the  others  be  not  substituted,  he  accomplishes  his 
object.  The  question  ho  is  debating  is  really  the  aubstitu- 
jtion,  which  is  simply  to  put  in  this  clause  in  a  more  definite 
^rm.  There  can  be  no  objection  to  striking  out  these 
iwords. 

I  Mr.  Udntee.  The  Senator  from  Iowa  will  accomplish 
iliis  present  purpose  if  we  should  refuse  to  strike  out,  and 
leave  the  clause  aa  it  stands.  The  difference  between  the 
two  is,  that  the  amendment  proposes  to  distribute  aa  well  aa 
rto  preserve  these  collections,  and  the  words  proposed  to  be 
■tricken  out  merely  provide  for  tbo  preservation. 
I  Mr.  Fessenden.  The  provision  above,  which  haa  been 
■already  adopted,  makes  all  the  appropriation  necesaary  to 
Ipreserve  the  collections.  Then  we  come  to  the  clause  which 
, provides  for  the  distribution,  and  that  it  ia  proposed  to  strike 
tout  and  to  insert  a  redraft  of  the  provision  in  another  form. 
The  first  paragraph  applies  to  the  preservation, 

Mr.  Udnter.  Then  the  plan  would  bo  to  vote  for  striking 
.  Out,  and  to  vote  against  inserting  what  it  is  proposed  to  insert, 

Mr,  Febsbndbn.  There  ia  no  objection  to  appropriating 
jthe  $4,000  for  the  preservation.     That  ia  done.     That  ia 
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necessary.  Then  comes  for  the  preservation  again.  That 
is  a  mistake ;  and  therefore  the  clause  was  redrafted  by  the 
committee,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  distribution.  We  da 
not  want  to  provide  once  more  for  preserving  the  collections 
that  are  to  be  kept  there,  and  therefore  these  words  ought 
to  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Hunter.  I  say  strike  out  these  words ;  and  then,  if 
you  oppose  the  distribution,  vote  against  the  amendment 
which  proposes  to  insert  the  other  words. 

Mr.  jFessenden.  That  is  precisely  what  I  am  proposing 
to  the  Senator  from  Iowa;  to  let  these  words  be  stricken 
out,  and  then  bring  up  the  question  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Pearce.  I  should  like  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
that  there  are  collections  enough  to  supply  every  colle^ 
and  every  scientific  institution  interested  in  such  matters  m 
the  country,  and  our  intention  is  to  supply  the  whole  of 
them;  there  cannot  be  any  favoritism  ;  but  we  must  make 
some  small  appropriation  for  it,  although  we  do  not  propose 
to  pay  the  transportation.  It  would  not  do,  for  example,  to 
let  the  president  of  a  college  come  here  and  select  just  what 
he  would  pick  and  carry  away.  That  would  produce  the 
very  effect  which  the  Senator  is  so  desirous  of  avoiding. 
One  institution  would  get  too  much,  perhaps.  Someboojr 
must  be  employed  not  only  to  arrange  these  objects  of  natural 
history  and  classify  them,  but  also  to  put  aside  into  separate 
parcels  the  portions  which  are  to  be  distributed  to  the  different 
institutions.  For  that  we  are  to  pay.  The  Senator  can  gnard 
against  the  Government  paying  the  expenses  of  transporta- 
tion if  he  pleases,  by  making  an  amendment  to  it  in  this  form^ 
"  provided  that  no  part  of  the  said  money  shall  be  expended  ift 
transportation."  As  to  favoritism,  I  say  it  is  not  possible* 
because  there  is  an  abundance  of  these  collections  to  answer 
the  calls  of  every  institution  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Braog.    I  think  the  difficulty  may  be  obviated  by  9^^ 
amendment  which  I  have  prepared ;  though  I  suppose  m^ 
amendment  will  not  be  in  order  at  this  time,  as  I  understai*^^ 
there  is  an  amendment  pending  to  the  amendment 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  question  now  is  on  strildii  0 
out. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  On  striking  out  what  nobody  objects  C^  ^ 
striking  out. 

Mr.  Bragg.  This,  I  think,  will  accord  with  the  idea  ^^ 
the  Senator  from  Maryland,  to  follow  the  amendment  offeree  ^ 
by  the  committee : 

**  Such  distribution  to  be  only  to  institutions  willing  to  reoeive  the 
and  at  their  own  expense." 
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Tlie  PbSsiding  Officer.    The  question  is  on  striking  out. 

Mr.  Hale.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  striko  out  more 
vords  with  those  which  the  committee  propose  to  strike  out? 

The  Presiding  Officer.  Perhaps  it  would  be  in  order 
as  ail  amendment  to  the  amendment;  but  the  Chair  would 
suggest  to  the  Senator  that  it  would  be  better  to  take  the 
question  on  striking  out  the  words  which  the  committee 
propose  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  Uale.     I  agree  to  that. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  question  is  on  striking  out 
the  words  which  have  been  read. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  agreed  to. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  question  now  is  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

For  the  distribution  of  Ihe  collections  of  the  explorioft  and  »urvoying 
•ipiHlitlons  of  the  Govcrnm^nl,  and  the  construction  of  nddilional  caeea  to 
nt'eivQ  luuh  part  of  said  collections  us  mar  be  retained  by  the  Government, 
96.000. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  moves  to  amend  the 
Amendment  by  adding  to  it : 


The  question  is  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Uale.     I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  of  this,  from  be- 
ginning to  end.     I  have  been  in   Congress  I  do  not  know 
^liow  many  years;  but  about  as  long  as  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution has  been  in  existence.     I  have  devoted  some  time 
■every  year,  more  or  less,  to  finding  out  what  on  earth  that 
>£mitbsonian  Institution  was  for;  I  have  had  friends  who 
liave  visited  Washington,  who  have  told  me  that  they  were 
going  to  examine  it  to  find  out ;  and  I  have  asked  them  re- 
leatedly.if  anyof  them  had  found  it  out,  to  tell  me.  The  New 
Tork  Tribune — I  do  not  often  quote  from  that  paper;  for 
it  is  never  very  complimentary  to  me,  any  more  than  it  is 
to   the  Smithsonian  Institution — said  that  it  was  a  sort  of 
lying-in-hospital  for  literary  valetudinarians.     [Laughter.] 

But,  sir,  it  lias  a  fund  I  believe  of  $500,000 

Mr.  Grimes.  Six  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
Mr.  Hale.  Six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  making  an 
income,  then,  of  $36,000  a  year  "for  the  increase  and  diffu- 
lion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  I  believe.  So  far  as  I  am 
joncerned  in  the  lot  of  humanity,  they  have  never  distributed 
knowledge  enough  to  me  to  let  me  know  what  the  thing  is 
for,  or  what  it  doep.  In  addition  to  the  $36,000  which  it 
bfts  of  its  annual  income  from  its  funds,  you  propose  now  to 
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appropriate  $10,000  more  for  preserving  the  collections  of 
the  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions  of  the  QovernmeDt, 
and  for  the  distribution  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring 
expeditions,  and  the  construction  of  additional  cases  to  re- 
ceive such  collections  as  may  be  retained  by  the  Govern- 
ment. We  are  to  appropriate  $10,000  to  this  institution,  to 
keep  and  distribute  these  collections,  in  addition  to  their 
annual  income  of  $36,000.  I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  of 
it.  I  think  it  is  wrong.  I  think  the  institution  itself  is 
wrong,  and  based  upon  one  of  the  grossest  misconceptions 
of  plain  English  that  anv  institution  ever  was. 

Old  Mr.  Smithson — ^if  the  Senate  do  not  want  to  hear  me, 
I  will  stop ;  I  know  it  is  not  a  very  good  time  to  speak, 
["  Go  on  "] — old  Mr.  Smithson,  I  suppose,  was  a  man  of 
scientific  attainments — no  doubt  of  that — a  friend  of  science; 
a  lover  of  science.  He  had  seen  the  colleges  and  the  uni- 
versities of  England  hitched  on  to  the  Church  and  the  State. 
The  yoking  together  of  these  three  he  thought  was  not  favor- 
able to  the  advancement  of  science  in  the  world.  Then,  sir, 
he  had  in  his  brain  the  sublime  conception  of  founding  a 
democratic  university;  one  that  should  be  free  from  the 
corruptions  of  the  Church  and  State,  as  they  existed  in  Eng- 
land. Looking  abroad  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  to  see  a 
place  where  this  ffreat  and  benevolent  idea  might  be  carried 
out,  he  selected  tne  United  States  as  a  place  where  demo- 
cratic institutions  prevailed,  and  he  gave  this  liberal  fund 
that  he  might  found  an  institution  under  the  benign  infla- 
ence  of  democratic  institutions,  that  should  be  devoted  to 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  instead 
of  having  it  harnessed  to  Church  and  State.  Well,  sir,  our 
Government  undertook  the  trust;  and  a  grosser  abuse  of  a 
trust  never  was  perpetrated  on  the  earth.  Some  of  the 
wisest  men  we  had  at  that  day  thought  there  was  too  vague 
a  meaning  in  that  phraseology  which  said  that  it  was  to  be  for 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.  They 
forgot  that  men  were  made  of  boys ;  and  they  thought  that 
if  they  devoted  it,  as  poor  old  Smithson  intended  it  should 
be,  for  the  education  of  boys,  under  the  influence  of  such 
an  institution  as  he  designed,  it  would  not  answer  his  pur- 
pose, because  he  intended  it  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  "  among  men ;  "  and  so,  the^  have  got  up  the 
thing  they  Jiave.  I  will  not  characterize  it,  for  1  confess  I 
do  not  know  what  it  is.  I  saw  an  advertisement  in  the  Na* 
tional  Intelligencer  that  there  was  to  be  an  exhibition  there 
at  twenty-five  cents  a  ticket,  or  perhaps  fifty  cents.  That 
is  for  the  ^'increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.'' 
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the  men  who  composed  the  first  Board  of  Regents,  of  which 
I  was  not  one,  were  amon^  the  best  men  m  the  country, 
and  that  they  established  this  institution  upon  the  plan  by 
which  it  is  now  known,  and  which  has  received  the  delib- 
erate assent  of  the  Committee  of  the  Judiciary  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  of  the  Senate  itself.  How  the  Senator  gets  at  his 
theory  of  Smithson's  intentions  I  do  not  know.  If  he  has 
ever  read  Smithson's  will  he  will  not  find  one  word  of  all 
that  he  has  said  in  it ;  and  we,  who  do  know  something 
about  the  history  of  Smithson,  know  the  peculiar  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  give  this  legacy  to  the  United  States. 

But,  sir,  the  Senator  has  remarked  about  an  exhibition 
given  at  the  institution  a  few  days  since.  I  wish  to  explwi 
that.  It  might  be  supposed  by  members  of  the  Senate  that 
this  twenty-five  cents  a  head  was  a  fee  to  the  institution. 
No  such  thing.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  has  a  remark- 
ably fine  lecture-room,  and  it  is  very  often  applied  for  by 
individuals  who  wish  to  lecture  there.  In  no  case  is  it  ffiven 
to  an  individual  who  charges.  The  only  case  in  which  any 
one  is  allowed  to  charge  is  where  the  object  is  charitable  er 
religious.  Church  congregations  have  sometimes  applied 
for  it  when  a  lecture  was  to  be  delivered,  and  they  have 
been  allowed  in  that  case  to  use  the  hall,  and  they  them- 
selves charge  twenty-five  cents  for  each  hearer  of  the  lec- 
ture— making  a  fund  for  the  building  of  their  church,  or  for 
the  charitable  object  which  is  to  be  subserved,  whatever  it 
may  be.  These  are  the  only  cases  where  a  charge  iB 
made.  The  lectures  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  are  al- 
was  fi^ee ;  and  I  believe  they  are  a  little  more  valuable  than 
most  lectures  in  the  country  for  which  people  pay  very  will- 
ingly. 

Now,  so  far  as  the  Government  giving  $10,000  a  year  to 
this  institution  is  concerned,  it  is  an  entire  mistake.  The 
Smithsonian  Institution  accommodated  and  obliged  the 
Government  by  admitting  within  their  walls  these  collec- 
tions, for  which  the  Government  had  no  proper  place,  the 
Government  only  paying  the  expense  of  their  preservation; 
that  is  all.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  does  not  derive  any 
value  to  its  funds  from  these  appropriations  by  the  Govern- 
ment. So  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  these  enormous 
collections,  the  institution  is  not  benefitted  a  fraction.  All 
we  want  is  a  little  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense 
which  the  institution  must  incur  in  classifying  and  separat- 
ing these  specimens  of  natural  history  for  distribution.  I 
do  not  object  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  North 
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Carolina;  and  I  purposely  refrain  from  much  that  I  might 
B&j,  that  I  may  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Cameron.  I  am  one  of  those  who  were  here  at  the 
time  of  the  reception  by  this  Government  of  the  Smithsonian 
legacy,  and  one  of  those  who  voted  to  receive  that  donation 
from  a  philanthropic  man  in  England,  who  died  and  left  ub 
hiB  money.  I  recollect  very  well  that  the  arguments  of 
those  who  were  opposed  to  receiving  it  were,  that  it  would 
he  a  constant  tax  on  us;  that  the  giving  to  us  of  those 
(500,000  would  result  in  the  expenditure  of  millions;  and 
all  the  friends  of  the  institution,  amongst  them  myself,  said, 
"No;  wc  will  take  this  $500,000,  and  get  the  heat  we  can 
out  of  it."  From  that  time  to  now  I  have  always  opposed 
any  appropriation  for  it.  If  the  institution  cannot  suetain 
itself,  let  it  fall.  I  believe  it  is  doing  good.  I  do  not  want 
to  make  it  one  of  those  things  that  sliaU  constantly  eat  into 
the  vitals  of  this  Government.  This  is  a  Government  here 
by  itself,  controlling  itself,  and  controlling  many  other 
things  around  it.  My  feelings  to  it  are  nothing  but  kind; 
but  I  think  it  ought  to  sustain  itself,  and  I  shall  vote  against 
every  appropriation  for  it.  I  rise,  however,  only  to  say  a 
■word  in  regard  to  a  remark  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Maryland,  who  is  almost  always  ri^ht.  He  spoke  of  the 
ignorance  of  the  Senator  from  New  llampshire  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  simply  want  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Maryland, 
that  the  best  book  we  have  ever  had  says  that,  whenever 
we  have  learned  our  own  ignorance,  we  are  nearest  wisdom. 
Mr.  Fessendbn.  I  wish  to  correct  an  error  into  which 
my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  has  fallen;  and  I  think  my 
friend  from  New  Hampshire,  also,  is  troubled  with  the  same 
difficulty.  This  is  not  anything  paid  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.  It  is  not  in  aid  of  their  fund.  It  has  nothing 
to  do  with  anything  connected  with  that  institution  in  any 
shape  or  form.  They  do  not  call  upon  us  for  anything  con- 
nected properly  with  the  institution,  to  render  tbera  any  aid 
in  any  shape.  The  simple  matter  is  this:  we  have  a  large 
collection  of  this  material,  coming  from  several  exploring 
expeditions.  It  was  all  placed  at  the  Patent  Office,  or  under 
the  charge  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  There  was 
hobody  to  take  care  of  it;  there  was  nobody  to  arrange 
it,  nobody  to  do  anything  with  regard  to  it;  it  was  turning 
Out  to  be  utterly  usclesM,  of  no  good  to  the  Government; 
&nd  we  imposed  the  burden  on  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
We  decreed  that  it  should  be  sent  there  and  should  be  exam- 
ined there. 
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Mr.  Mason.     Against  their  will. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  And  against  their  will.  They  did  not 
ask  it.  It  was  a  burden  we  imposed  upon  them ;  and  having 
sent  it  there,  we  have  made  an  appropriation,  heretofore, 
merely  of  enough  to  preserve  what  was  necessary  to  be  pre- 
servea,  and  to  pay  the  salary  of  a  person  who  was  to  teke 
charge  of  it,  fix  the  room  and  take  care  of  it — 14,000,  I 
think,  each  year ;  and  it  was  found,  on  a  careful  examina- 
tion (I  was  on  the  committee  when  it  was  first  made)  to  be 
a  reasonable  provision. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  a  very  large  number  of  these  duplicates, 
and  it  is  proposed  that  those  also  shall  be  arranged  by  these 
persons ;  and  after  they  are  arranged,  and  it  is  found  dis- 
tinctly what  is  best  to  keep,  the  rest  shall  be  distributed 
amongst  the  institutions  of  the  country.  It  is  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  but  for  the  benefit  of 
the  institutions  of  the  country.  We  called  on  them  to  do 
the  work;  and  gentlemen  get  up  here  and  argue  that  we 
should  compel  them  to  do  the  work  and  not  pay  them  for 
the  labor,  and  compel  them  also  to  pay  their  own  expenses. 
It  is  simply  providing  a  mode  by  which  we  may  carry  out 
our  own  objects  and  our  own  purposes  through  their 
agency.  The  labor  that  they  have  given  to  this  work,  and 
the  services  they  render,  are  altogether  gratuitous;  and  cer- 
tainly they  ought  not  to  be  abused  for  doing  what  we  asked 
them  to  do  with  reference  to  matters  which  we  have  placed 
under  their  control,  without  their  requesting  us  to  do  it. 
That  is  the  simple  fact  about  this  matter.  It  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  institution. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  itself,  what  it 
has  done  for  science,  and  what  it  is  doing  for  science.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  is  doing  much;  how  much,  I  do  not  know. 
I  confess  the  same  ignorance  that  has  been  confessed  by  my 
friend  from  New  Hampshire,  with  the  addition  that  i  feel 
ashamed  I  do  not  know  more  about  it.  I  ought  to  know 
more  about  it.  I  have  only  to  leave  my  other  avocations, 
which  prevent  me  from  knowing  what  I  want  to  know.  It 
is  my  own  fault. 

Mr.  Douglas.  I  desire  to  add  but  a  word  to  what  has 
been  so  well  said  bv  the  Senator  from  Maine.  This  burden 
was  imposed  upon  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  not  only  with- 
out their  request  but  against  their  wish.  These  objects  were 
collected  by  the  exploring  expeditions,  and  deposited  in  the 
Patent  Office.  They  were  kept  there  and  preserved  as  ob« 
jects  of  great  curiosity  and  great  interest,  until  they  occu* 
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pied  BO  large  a  space  that  the  Govornment  could  not  afford 
the  room.  They  needed  the  room,  and  had  no  place  to  put 
them  in.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  happened  to  have 
vacant  space;  but  these  collectiona  were  not  connected  with 
the  objects  of  that  institution.  The  institution  was  willing 
to  give  them  the  room  free  of  rent.  They  were  willing  to 
take  charge  of  the  collection,  if  the  annual  expenses  of  the 
burden  thus  imposed  was  borne  by  the  Government.  It  was 
accepted  as  a  great  favor  by  the  Government.  I  do  think, 
if  they  are  worthy  of  our  encouragement,  we  ought  to  pay 
the  actual  expenses,  no  more,  of  taking  charge  of  these  ob- 
jects of  curiosity.  Probably  there  is  no  object  of  greater 
curiosity  to  the  visitor  and  the  stranger  who  comes  to  Wash- 
ington, than  this  museum  thus  collected;  and  inasmuch  as 
they  would  be  an  attraction  to  the  institution,  they  were 
willing  to  accept  them ;  but  the  objects  themselves  belonged 
to  the  Government.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  is  giving 
the  Government  a  place  in  which  to  keep  them.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  we  are  bound  by  every  consideration  of  pub- 
lic policy  and  duty  to  make  this  appropriation.  I  will  not 
occupy  time,  for  I  believe  it  will  be  voted  almost  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  Cameron.  I  must  say  a  word  in  reply  to  what  has 
been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Maine  and  the  Senator  from 
Illinois.  I  do  not  believe  that  they  have  studied  this  sub- 
ject so  well  as  they  usually  study  questions.  It  occurs  to 
toy  mind  that  all  this  labor  which  we  have  imposed  upon 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  they  have  invited.  I  remem- 
ber when  this  exploring  expedition  came  in,  it  was  said 
specunens  were  hronght  home  that  would  be  valueless  to 
the  country,  unless  we  put  them  in  the  Patent  Office.  After 
a  while  somebody  came,  aud  asked  that  they  should  be 
given  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  becaufle,  it  was  said, 
It  would  be  an  attraction  to  that  building,  take  people  there, 
make  it  a  credit  to  the  country ;  and  we  voted  for  it.  After 
a  while,  they  asked  us  to  give  them  a  certain  number  of 
books,  which  scientific  persons  had  written,  and  we  had 

Eaid  for  the  printing  of.  The  rule  used  to  bo  that  all  those 
ooks  were  sent  to  Congress,  and  distributed  by  membera 
of  Congress ;  but  gentlemen  here  said  we  ought  not  to  dis- 
tribute them;  we  should  give  them  to  the  Department  of 
the  Interior.  Then  we  gave  them  to  the  Patent  Office ;  and 
then  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  ;  and  now  these  gentle- 
men ask  us  to  pay  them  for  distributing  those  very  things 
-which  they  invited  us  to  give  them. 
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M.  Pkarob.  I  will  ask  the  Senator  to  specify  what  sden- 
tific  books  the  iastitutioa  haa  ever  aeked  us  to  ^ve  them  I 

Mr.  Camebon.  When  I  think  the  gentleman  has  a  right 
to  ask  a  question,  I  wilt  answer  it.  I  will  say  to  the  gentle- 
man now  that  I  want  this  institution  to  sustain  itself.  There 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  appropriate  money  from  yew  to 
year  to  keep  up  that,  a  bit  more  than  that  you  should  bnild 
np  a  scientific  institution  in  the  village  where  I  live.  What 
right  has  that  institution  to  come  here,  and  what  right  have 
we  to  expend  moaey  to  keep  up  an  institution  for  the  beoefit 
only  of  those  who  live  by  it?  The  Government  bas  no  ioterat 
in  it.  The  gentlemen  who  get  their  salaries,  and  wholive  on 
the  money  which  old  Smithson  gave  us,  have  an  interest  in 
it ;  but  we  have  none.  I  shall  vote  against  it,  if  uobod; 
else  does. 

Mr.  DouoLAB,  I  think  it  is  unfair  for  my  friend  froui 
Maryland  to  be  putting  questions  to  my  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania, for  he  18  evidently  joking  in  what  he  says.  He  ^ 
not  serious  when  ho  talks  about  the  request  of  the  inatiCO^ 
tion  made  to  Congress  for  this  appropriation  and  that  appf*^ 
priation.  It  is  contrary  to  the  known  history  of  the  inadt'^ 
tion,  and  to  the  known  history  of  the  country.     It  is  a  vo  * 

Cd  joke  on  the  part  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
I  really  think  the  Senate  are  not  going  to  vote  do^* 
this  amendment  on  the  strength  of  that  joke, 

Mr,  Cameron.  I  will  merely  say,  if  the  gentlemen  of  tl»- 
institution  do  not  want  to  have  the  charge  of  these  thinggg 
let  them  give  them  up.  What  do  we  care  ahout  stult— - 
snakes,  alligators,  and  all  such  things.     [Laughter.] 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  question  is  on  the  amQF= 
ment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  to  ^M 
amendment  of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Presidino  Officer.    The  question  now  recurs  oil 
amendment  as  amended. 

Mr.  King.     What  is  the  amendment  as  amended  ? 

The  Presiding  Officer.     The  Secretary  will  read  it^ 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows : 

For  the  diEtribution  of  tha  eolleotions  of  Ihi!  exploring  and  survey  ^       . 
ditions  of  thD  Government,  and  tbe  conairucUon  ot  ad<l'''''"»'>^  tsji 
ceive  such  part  of  said  collections  as  may  ta  tuUiincd  by  tUo  O— - 
$6,000  ;  such  diatribiition  to  be  made  Vo  lostiiutions  willing  Jf 
Bame  at  their  own  expense. 

Mr.  Fessendbn.     Tb 
tation. 
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Mr.  Grimes.     What  is  the  appropriation  of  $6,000  for? 

Mr.  Fessenden.  For  putting  them  in  order  and  arrang- 
ing them. 

Mr.  Cameeos.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  appropriation, 
I  have  no  doubt  if  these  things  are  uf  any  use,  scientific 
people  will  be  glad  to  get  them,  and  I  am  willing  to  let  them 
have  them,  if  they  wilftake  them. 

Mr.  Rice.  The  question  strikes  me  in  two  different  as- 
pects, a  personal  and  an  oiScial  one.  If  we  have  a  right  to 
make  an  appropriatiou  for  distributing  stuffed  snakes,  and 
the  various  other  things  that  may  be  collected  and  brought 
here,  why  have  we  not  a  right  to  make  an  appropriation  for 
distributing  the  models  in  thePatentOflice;  or  distributing 
hoes,  plows,  and  other  implements?  This  has  all  grown 
oat  of  an  infraction,  in  my  opinion,  of  the  Conatitution,  by 
dietributing  seeds.  We  must  stop  somewhere.  If  you  can 
do  this  under  the  Constitution,  what  can  you  not  do?  I 
know  that  the  Bmithsonian  Institution  has  done  great  good 
for  the  country.  I  am  applied  to  daily,  for  books  published 
by  it,  and  I  know  that  they  are  valuable  ;  but  it  is  not,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  a  Government  institution.  Let  us 
stop  somewhere,  and  I  think  we  might  as  well  atop  here  as 
anywhere. 

Mr.  IIalb.  I  think  so  too.  I  should  like  the  country  to 
know  how  much  wehavespentforprintingpieturesof  bugs, 
reptiles,  &c.,  that  these  exploring  expeditions  have  brought 
here.  We  published  eleven  or  twelve  volumes  of  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  illustrated  with  pictures  of  bugs,  snakes, 
and  reptiles.  It  has  cost  us  millionsof  dollars  to  printtbose 
pictures,  and  now  we  are  going  to  spend  J10,000  to  distrib- 
ute them  after  spending  millions  to  print  pictures  of  them. 
The  thing  is  all  wrong,  sir. 

Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  President,  I  have  been  for  many  years 
one  of  the  regents  of  this  institution,  under  tho  appoints 
ment  of  the  Senirte,  in  connection  with  my  friend  from 
Maryland.  We  know  that  it  is  a  public  trust;  one,  we 
think,  of  a  sacred  character.  We  know  as  a  fivet,  and  it 
appears  in  tho  records  of  that  institution,  that  these  speci- 
mens of  natural  history,  sent  from  the  Patent  Office  to  tho 
Smithsonian  Institution,  were  sent  there  against  the  remon- 
strances, repeated  from  year  to  year,  of  that  institution; 
and  if  either  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  or  the  Senator 
Irom  New  Hampshire,  or  any  gentleman  who  thinks  with 
them,  would  introduce  an  amendment  to  this  hill  directing 
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the  institution  to  throw  what  they  had  received  from  the 
Oovernment  out  of  doors — just  put  it  out  of  doors,  and  let 
it  rot — ^I  will  vote  for  it.  It  belongs  to  the  Government 
It  does  not  belong  to  the  institution.  It  has  no  business 
there  within  the  terms  of  the  trust ;  none  whatever.  It  was 
forced  upon  them  against  their  will ;  as  they  believe,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  trust  left  to  us  by  Smithson ;  and  if  those 
gentleman  will  devise  any  mode  to  take  away  all  these 
specimens  of  natural  history  sent  there  by  the  Government, 
I  will  vote  for  it  cheerfully.  I  do  not  know  that  I  would  not 
consider  it  incumbent  upon  me,  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
rid  of  them,  if  the  Government  will  not  bear  the  expense 
of  throwing  them  out  of  doors,  to  vote  it  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  institution. 

Mr.  Cameron.    I  will  take  the  Senator  from  Virginia  at 
fais  word,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  say  let  them  thro^ 
them  out  of  doors.    Thejr  are  good  for  nothing  there,  and 
they  are  good  for  nothing  out  of  doors.     Suppo'se  thes® 
gentlemen  were  to  come  here  now  asking  us  to  appropriate 
six  or  ten  thousand  dollars  to  distribute  through  this  country 
specimens  of  the  finest  arts  the  world  has  ever  produce^* 
which  they  could  purchase  for  that  sum  of  money  in  Europe* 
would  not  everybody  vote  against  it  ?    There  is  not  a  m^^ 
here  who  would  not  vote  against  a  proposition  to  bring  t-^® 
finest  statuary  and  the  finest  paintings — 

Mr.  Mason.     Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to  interrupt  hi-  ^ 
a  moment? 

Mr.  Cameron.     Certainly. 

Mr.  Mason.     The  Senator  says  he  will  do  it 

Mr.  Cameron.    As  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Mr.  Mason.    The  law  now  directs  that  these  objects  shi 
be  sent  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     Let  the  Senat 
on  his  responsibility,  propose    to   repeal  that  law,  and 
will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Cameron.     I  will  do  that  most  cheerfully, 

Mr.  Mason.     Well,  do  it  now. 

Mr.  Cameron.     Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  therec^^ 
I  will  bring  in  a  bill  to-raorrow,  if  Senators  think  it  prope'^ 
but  we  are  discussing  this  question  now.    Here  is  an  appr  ^^ 
priation  of  $6,000  for  a  most  worthless  purpose ;  and 
right  have  we  to  appropriate  it?    When  we  are  all 
about  the  distresses  of  the  country ;  when  we  do  I 
how  much  country  we  shall  have  in  a  few 
Treasury  is  empty — not  a  dollar  to  pay 
Congress,  to  pay  laborers  out  o^  -^ 
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ate  six  or  ten  thousand  dollars  to  preserve  a  parcel  of  what 
you  call  scientific  specimens.  A  Senator  over  the  way  said 
they  were  toads  and  snakes,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  are 
that  sort  of  thing.  [Laughter.]  They  are  no  use  to  anybody 
now ;  they  have  served  their  day. 

I  am  tired  of  all  tills  thing  called  science  here.  It  was 
only  the  other  day  we  made  another  appropriation  in  regard 
to  the  expedition  which  Captain  "Wilkes  took  out  to  the  Pa- 
cific ocean.  We  have  paid  $1,000  a  volume  for  the  book 
which  he  published.  Who  has  ever  seen  that  book  outside 
of  this  Senate;  and  how  many  copies  are  there  of  it  in  this 
fountry  ?  We  have  spent  millions  in  that  sort  of  thing  for 
the  last  few  years,  and  it  is  time  it  should  be  stopped.  Now, 
the  only  way — and  I  say  it  in  all  sincerity — in  which  I  think 
this  Smithsonian  Institution  can  be  useful  to  the  country,  ia 
by  living  within  its  means;  that  it  shall  not  ask  any  aid  of 
the  Government  at  all ;  that  it  shall  not  rely  on  patronage, 
but  on  the  good  it  does,  and  the  benefit  it  confers,  to  sustain 
it.  The  country  at  large,  and  the  people  of  this  country  will 
take  care  of  it,  if  it  is  worthy  to  be  taken  care  of;  but  if  they 
come  to  the  Legislature  every  year  asking  for  an  appropria- 
tion, it  must  sink.  As  a  friend  of  that  institution,  and  as  a 
friend  of  the  very  distinguished  and  able  and  pure  man  who 
is  at  the  bead  of  it,  I  do  not  want  it  to  be  connected  with  the 
Government  at  all. 

The  Pkesiding  Officer,  The  Chair  understands  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  to  move  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion contained  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Cameron.     Yes,  sir. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  question,  then,  will  be  on 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  Cameron  and  Mr.  IIale.  Let  as  have  the  yeaa  and 
navs  on  that. 

Mr.  BiNGUAU.  Why  cannot  we  take  a  voto  direct  on  the 
amendment? 

Mr.  Cameron.  I  have  no  objection  to  that.  I  withdrav? 
the  call. 

Mr.  Hale.  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  Does  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania withdraw  liis  amendment? 

Mr.  Cameron.     Yes,  sir. 

The  Presiding  Ofpicer,  The  question  then  will  be  on 
the  amendment  of  the  committee  as  amended  on  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina. 
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February  27,  1861. — Report  of  the  Smitheonian  lostitu- 
tion,  for  1860,  presented,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Feh-vary  28, 1861.;— The  following  resolution  was  passed: 

Rtsolved,  TbBt  there  be  printed  S.OOO  extra  copies  of  the  Report  of  lbs 
Smithfonian  InsUtuliim,  for  the  year  1860 ;  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Ibo  House,  and  '2,000  for  tbo  use  of  tbe  said  iDstilution. 

March  2, 1861.— The  Senate  resolution,  of  February  22, 
was  passed. 


THIRTY-SEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

Senate,  December  4,  1861. 

The  Chair  announced  the  appointment  of  W,  P.  Fessen- 
den  of  Maine,  and  Lyman  Trumbull  of  Illinois,  as  regents. 

March  3,  1862. — Mr.  Dixos  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
coneent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  (8. 
No.  56)  for  the  appointment  of  a  regent  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Dixon.     Let  the  resolution  be  read  at  length, 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  ^c.  That  tbe  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Begonts  of  tba  Sroith- 
•onian  Institutiou  of  the  cla*s  other  than  members  of  Congress,  caused  by 
the  dcceoao  of  Cornelius  C.  Felton,  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Henry 
Barnard,  of  Connecticut. 

Mr,  DisoN.  Mr.  Barnard  is  so  well  known  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  the  whole  country,  for  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
public  education,  that  I  am  in  hopes  the  resolution  may  be 
passed,  even  without  a  reference.  He  has  devoted  his  life 
to  tbe  very  object  specified  in  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson, 
"  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  mankind ;  "  and,  there- 
fore, I  am  in  hopes  the  Senate  will  consent  to  its  immediate 
passage.     If  not,  I  shall  not  urge  it,  but  move  its  reference. 

The  Vice  President.  The  Senator  from  Connecticut 
asks  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  consider  this 
resolution  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Fessesden.  I  must  object  to  that.  Although  the 
confession  argues  myself  unknown,  I  must  say  that  I  never 
beard  of  Mr.  Barnard  before. 

The  Vice  Pbesident.  Objection  being  made  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution,  it  will  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library. 

Mr,  DisoN.     Mr.  President — 

The  Vice  President.     It  is  not  subject  to  discussion. 

Mr,  Dixon.     I  should  myself,  on  objection  being  offered, 
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have  made  a  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee   on  the 
Library. 

The  Vice  President.    It  is  referred. 

Mr.  Dixon.  I  feel  that  I  ought  to  say  one  word,  if  the 
Senate  will  allow  me,  though  not  strictly  in  order,  in  reply 
to  the  remark  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  that  he  had  never 
heard  of  Mr.  Barnard.  It  is  unfortunate  undoubtedly,  and 
may  seem  to  be  a  reflection  on  Mr.  Barnard.  He  is  known 
everywhere  throughout  the  whole  country  and  in  Europe 
for  his  exertions  in  the  cause  of  popular  education.  1  would 
not  have  said  a  word  but  for  that  remark,  which  might  im- 
ply some  disrespect  on  the  part  of  the  Senator  to  Mr. 
Barnard,  which  I  hope,  however,  was  not  the  case. 

Mr.  Fessenden.  I  meant  none  in  the  world.  I  meant 
simply  to  say  that  it  so  happened,  unfortunately  for  myself, 
that  I  never  heard  of  Mr.  3arnard,  and  I  would  rather  the 
matter  should  be  referred. 

Mr.  Dixon.  I  supposed  it  to  be  so,  yet  felt  that  I  ought 
to  say  so  much  in  justice  to  a  gentleman  so  widely  and 
favorably  known. 

March  28, 1862. — Mr.  Collamer,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  reported  unanimously  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  the  House  resolution,  for  the  appointment  of  T.  D. 
Woolsey,  regent ;  adopted. 

Apnl  1,  1862. — Mr.  Dixon.  Yesterday,  I  think,  during 
my  absence  from  my  seat,  or  when  my  attention  was  not 
directed  to  it,  the  Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Collamer] 
called  up  a  joint  resolution  appointing  President  Woolsey, 
of  Yale  College,  a  regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
I  had  previously  offered  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Barnard,  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Barnard  has  requested 
me  to  withdraw  his  name.  I  ought  to  have  done  it,  and 
should  have  done  it  yesterday  in  justice  to  him,  if  I  had- 
been  present  when  that  joint  resolution  was  passed.  I  ask 
the  consent  of  the  Senate  to  allow  the  reading  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Barnard,  in  which  he  requests  that  his  name  may 
be  withdrawn,  and  Mr.  Woolsey  be  appointed. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  No  objection  being  made, 
the  letter  will  be  read  at  the  request  of  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut. 

The  Secretary  read  it,  as  follows  : 

Washington,  March  27,  1862. 
My  Dear  9[R  :  I  thank  you  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  you   was 
pleased  to  present  my  name  to  the  Senate  in  nomination  for  the  post  of  Re- 
gent of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.     I  see  bv  the  papers  that  the  name 
of  President  Woolsey,  of  Yale  College,  has  "been  presented  to  the  House 
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for  the  same  vacancy.  As  an  "  older  and  better  soldier  "  in  the  cause  of 
^ood  learning,  Dr.  Woolsey  should  receive  that  appointment  by  the  vote  of 
every  friend  of  my  nomination ;  and  I  beg,  therefore,  you  will,  in  your 
own  time  and  way,  withdraw  my  name,  ana  give  your  vote  and  influence 
heartily  for  his  appointment. 

Very  truly  yours,  Hekbt  Barnard. 

Hon.  James  Dixon. 

Mr.  CoLLAMER.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  the  geDtleman 
is  mistaken  in  one  idea.  I  know  he  was  present  when  this 
resolution  was  called  up.     He  was  sitting  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  Dixon.  I  presume  I  was ;  but  my  attention  was  not 
•called  to  it. 

Mr.  CoLLAMER.  The  Senator  might  not  have  heard  it ; 
but  he  was  present. 

Mr.  Dixon.     I  was  not  aware  of  its  being  called  up. 

April  21,  1862. — Joint  resolution  from  House  of  April  17, 
adopted. 

June  9,  1862. — The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  for  1861,  be  printed  ;  2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution, and  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate :  Provided,  That  the  aggregate 
number  of  pa^es  contained  in  said  report  shall  not  exceed  450,  without 
wood-cuts  or  plates,  except  those  furnished  by  ^e  institution. 

Janmiry  16,  1863. — Mr.  Trumbull  moved  that  the  Vice 
President  appoint  a  member  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Board 
of  Regents,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Hon.  J.  A.  Pearce. 
Adopted. 

The  Vice  President  appointed  Mr.  Garret  Davis  of  Ken- 
tucky, to  fill  the  vacancy. 

January  29, 1863. — Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  offered 
a  resolution,  expelling  Geo.  E.  Badger  from  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  appointing 
Louis  Agassiz  in  his  place. 

February  2,  1863. — The  Vice  President  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  from  Prof.  Henry,  Secretary  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  transmitting  the  following  resolution, 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Regents ;  which  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Sumner,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  inform  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  that  George  £.  Badger,  one  of  the  Regents  of  this  institution, 
has  not  attended  the  recent  meetings  of  the  board,  and  they  are  advised  that 
he  is  now  in  rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  sub- 
mit whether  the  name  of  said  Badger  should  longer  remain  on  the  list  of 
the  Regents  of  the  said  institution. 

February  6, 1 863. — Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
to  take  up  the  resolution  I  submitted  some  days  ago,  remov- 
ing Mr.  I3adger  from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  and  appointing  Professor  Agassiz  in  his 
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place.  I  propose  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary, who  have  the  subject  under  consideration  in  another 
form. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  joint  resolution  ex- 
expelling  George  E.  Badger  from  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  appointing  Louis  Agassiz 
in  his  place,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Several  Senators.     Why  not  pass  it  now? 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts.  I  should  like  to  have  it 
put  on  its  passage  now.  I  understand  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Library  has  no  objection  to  the  reso- 
lution being  considered  now,  without  being  referred  to  the 
committee. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  McDouGALL.  I  move  that  the  joint  resolution  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Richardson.  I  suggest  to  my  friend  from  California 
and  also  to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  that  we  liad  better 
confine  ourselves  now  to  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Bad^r  and 
leave  the  appointment  to  be  made  as  the  law  requires.  1 
do  not  know  what  the  law  is  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Trumbull.  The  appointment  is  made  by  joint  reso- 
lution.    This  is  the  usual  form. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will  simply  say  that 
Mr.  Badger  is  now  in  the  place,  and  I  introduced  this  reso- 
lution to  expel  him  and  to  appoint  Professor  Agassiz,  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the  age  in  any  country. 
There  is  now  no  person  upon  the  Board  of  Regents  from 
my  State ;  they  are  scattered  elsewhere  all  about  the  coun- 
try. Certainly  we  could  not  select  in  the  whole  nation  any 
man  better  fitted  for  such  a  position  than  Professor  Agassiz. 
I  hope  the  resolution  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  McDouGALL.  I  do  not  take  any  exception  to  Pro- 
fessor Agassiz,  who,  I  think,  would  be  a  most  competent 
man  to  fill  this  place,  but  I  think  the  business  shoald  be 
disposed  of  with  more  care.  , 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts.  This  subject  was  broa^ht 
before  us  a  few  days  since  by  the  gentlemen  connected  with 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  facts  are  presented  showing 
that  Mr.  Badger  is  now  in  the  service  of  the  so-called  con- 
federate government. 

Mr.  McDougall.  I  think  Professor  Agassiz  the  most  ac- 
ceptable man  that  could  be  named.  I  do  not  object  to  it, 
except  as  to  the  way  in  which  it  is  done. 
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Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts.  This  is  the  proper  way 
to  do  it. 

Mr.  McDouQALL.    If  that  is  so,  I  withdraw  my  objection. 

The  joint  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading ;  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.    ' 

Senate,  February  23,  1863. 

Annual  report  of  the  institution  for  1862  presented. 
Mr.  Fessenden  moved  to  print  extra  copies. 

February  28, 1863. — The  following  resolution  was  passed : 

Resolvedy  That  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  for  1862,  be  printed  ;  2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  In* 
■titution,  and  8,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate :  Providedf  That  the  aggre- 
gate number  of  pases  contained  in  said  report  shall  not  exceed  450,  with« 
out  wood-cuts  or  plates,  except  those  furnished  hj  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion ;  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Printing  be  authorized^ 
if  consistent  with  the  public  service,  to  allow  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
to  stereotype  the  report  at  its  own  expense,  or  to  otherwise  print  at  its  own 
expense,  such  additional  copies  as  may  be  desired  from  the  type  set  in  the 
Government  printing  establishment. 

House  of  Represbntativbs,  December  19, 1861. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  regents,  Messrs.  Schuyler  Col- 
fax of  Indiana,  Edward  McPherson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Samuel  S.  Cox  of  Ohio. 

January  8, 1862. — Mr.  Holman.  I  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  following  clause  : 

"  For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  surveying  ex- 
peditions of  the  Government,  $4,000.'' 

I  understand  this  to  be  an  appropriation  for  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution — nothing  more  and  nothing  less.  It  is 
an  appropriation  of  $4,000  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in 
keeping  up  the  museum  connected  with  that  establishment. 
I  find  in  the  last  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  a  clause  which  I  will  ask  to  have  read  in  order 
to  indicate  how  this  money  is  applied. 

The  extract  was  read  by  the  Clerk.  It  states  that  the 
annual  appropriation  of  $4,000  made  by  Congress  for  keep- 
ing the  collections  of  the  exploring  ana  surveying  expedi- 
tions of  the  United  States  has  been  expended,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  assisting  to 
pay  the  extra  expenses  of  assistants  and  the  cost  of  arrang- 
ing and  preserving  the  specimens.  This  has  served  to  di- 
minish the  cost  to  the  Smithsonian  fund  for  the  maintenance 
and  exhibition  of  the  museum,  but  is  by  no  means  sufficient 
to  defray  all  the  expenses  of  that  object. 
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Mr.  HoLMAN.  I  submit  the  amendment  to  striRe  out  the 
clause ;  and  I  desire  to  say,  in  addition  to  the  explanation 
contained  in  the  extract  just  read,  that  according  to  the 
last  report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution there  seems  to  be  on  hand,  of  the  appropriations  for 
the  last  few  years,  the  sum  of  $55,14§.09.  This  amount  of 
money  is  under  the  control  of  that  institution — $30,910.14 
being  annually  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  for  its  maintenance.  It  is  very  true  that  this  is  interest 
on  money  which  the  Government  assumed  to  pay — money 
which  seems  to  have  been  loaned  out  many  years  ago,  and 
lost.     Still  it  is  a  direct  charge  on  the  Treasury. 

Now  it  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the  most  desirable  fea- 
tures in  connection  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and 
that  which  gives  to  it  any  degree  of  popularity,  is  the  mu- 
seum for  tne  preservation  of  which  this  appropriation  is 
designed  to  be  made ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that,  with  so 
large  a  fund  as  that  institution  now  has  in  its  hands,  and 
inasmuch  as  its  object  is  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
mankind,  and  as  the  museum  is  as  effectual  in  accomplish- 
ing that  purpose  as  any  other,  this  $4,000  can  very  well  be 
paid  for  such  an  object  out  of  the  annual  appropriation.  I 
therefore  make  the  motion  that  this  entire  section  be  stricken 
out. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Vermont.  I  dislike  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentlemen  from  Indiana,  because  I  believe  he  is 
sincerely  desirous  of  saving  money  to  the  Government.  But 
in  relation  to  this  particular  item  I  think  he  labors  under  a 
slight  mistake.  Now  it  is  true  that  all  our  naval  officers 
are  instructed,  or  at  least  are  in  the  habit  of  contributing 
every  year  to  a  very  great  extent  specimens  of  natural 
history  which  are  deposited  in  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion. This  institution  also  receives  a  large  collection  of 
specimens  in  natural  history  from  the  various  surveying 
and  exploring  expeditions.  So  large  has  been  the  receipts 
by  this  institution  of  these  specimens  that  they  have  sup- 
plied many  of  the  scientific  associations  in  the  country* 
This  appropriation  therefore  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  particularly,  but  to  enable  them  to 
take  care  of  and  distribute  these  contributions  that  are  now 
deposited  there,  and  which  they  would  be  very  glad  to  be 
relieved  from  the  care  of.  It  is  but  a  small  item,  and,  so 
far  as  I  know,  the  only  one  we  make  for  the  benefit  of  sci- 
ence.    I  hope  it  will  not  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  whether  a  very  large 
amount  of  the  interest  annually  paid  upon  the  Smithsonian 
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fund  is  not  absorbed'in  salaries?  I  understand  that  $6,500 
is  paid  annually  in  the  shape  of  salaries  to  the  secretary  and 
his  assistants.  It  is  true  that  the  amount  does  not  come  out 
of  the  Government  directly,  but  it  comes  out  of  the  money 
to  sustain  that  institution,  of  which  some  thirty  thousand 
dollars  is  appropriated  by  the  Government  annually. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Vermont.  I  answer  the  gentleman  that 
the  expenditure  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  fund  is  un- 
der the  control  and  direction  of  the  regents  of  that  institu- 
tion, and  I  suppose  they  are  responsible  for  the  manner  in 
which  those  funds  are  expended.  So  far  as  I  know,  their 
management  does  not  fully  meet  my  approbation,  and  if  we 
have  the  power,  I  should  certainly  be  willing  to  ask  for  a 
reform  in  the  management  of  that  institution.  But  this  is 
an  entirely  separate  and  distinct  matter. 

Mr.  Colfax.  I  move  to  reduce  the  appropriation  $1,000. 
I  make  this  motion  merely  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  I 
liope  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cox,]  who  is  one  of 
the  regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  will  take  care 
of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Ilolman]  in  this  matter,  and  that  he 
"will  defend  the  institution  from  the  attacks  upon  it  from  that 
cide  of  the  House.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  I  wish  to  ask  my  colleague  whether,  in 
the  expenditures  of  the  $30,000  annually  appropriated  to 
supply  the  funds  of  this  institution,  there  is  any  feature 
more  entirely  popular  in  its  character  or  better  calculated 
to  carry  out  the  purposes  for  which  the  original  grant  was 
omade  than  the  preservation  and  enlargement  of  the  museum 
of  the  institution  ? 

Mr.  Colfax.  I  say  to  my  colleague  that  I  concur  with 
Tiim  in  the  remarks  he  has  made  ;  but  as  I  am  not  yet  sworn 
in  as  one  of  the  regents,  I  must  refer  him  for  more  partic- 
ular information  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Cox.  One  word,  sir.  My  friend  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Holman,]  who  has  been  placed  under  my  charge  by  the 
gentleman  of  Indiana  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Colfax,]  has  made 
an  attack  upon  this  appropriation,  and  -based  nis  attack 
upon  the  expenditure  of  the  Smithsonian  fund.  He  finds 
fault  with  the  action  of  the  regents.  In  other  words,  he 
finds  fault  because  they  have  taken  the  interest  upon  the 
fund  left  by  that  philanthropic  Englishman,  Smithson,  and 
appropriated  some  six  thousand  dollars  of  it  for  the  salaries 
of  officers.  I  submit,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  has  no  right, 
and  that  the  House  has  no  right,  to  inquire  into  the  expen- 
diture of  that  fund. 
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Mr.  Holm  AN.  Is  not  the  interest  upon  that  fund  appro- 
priated by  Congress  ? 

Mr.  Cox.  The  expenditure  of  the  interest  upon  the 
Smithsonian  fund  is  under  the  direction  of  the  regents  and 
nobody  else.  Congress  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  All  that 
Congress  gives  is  simply  the  small  amount  of  $1,000  to  aid 
Smithson  in  his  effort  to  diffuse  useful  knowledge  among 
men — and  women  also.  [Laughter.]  I  hope  the  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Colfax]  will, 
however,  prevail.  I  hope  this  amount  may  be  cut  down  to 
the  extent  of  $1,000  to  satisfy  my  economical  friend  on  my 
right,  [Mr.  Holman,]  I  hope  a  small  reduction  will  be  made 
upon  all  these  items  to  satisfy  my  friend  from  Indiana,  and 
I  think  we  might  spare  $1,000  from  this  amount  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  Stevens.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
whether  this  is  not  the  sum  which  has  always  been  appro- 
priated for  this  purpose,  and  whether  that  sum  has  not  al- 
ways been  found  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and 
distributing  these  collections  ? 

Mr.  Cox.  I  suppose  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  is  perfectly  familiar  with  these  matters. 
I  cannot  answer,  not  having  yet  been  sworn  in  as  regent 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  Stevens.  I  rose  to  ask  the  question,  supposing  that 
I  had  no  right  to  answer  it  myself,  when  one  of  the  regents 
was  present.  [Laughter.]  If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  give  me  leave  to  answer,  I  will  state  that  this  sum  has 
always  been  appropriated,  and  the  officers  of  the  institution 
report  that  it  is  necessary  for  these  purposes. 

Mr.  Colfax.     I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  IIoLMAN.  I  renew  the  amendment.  Before  the  ques- 
tion is  taken  on  it,  I  desire  to  state  that  the  sum  of  $30,000 
is  always  appropriated  in  payment  of  the  interest  on  this 
Smithson  fund,  although  the  Government  itself  has  never 
received  any  benefit  from  the  fund,  and  it  is  only  equitably 
liable  for  the  interest  upon  it.  Out  of  that  sum,  as  I  have 
stated,  $6,500  is  paid  in  the  shape  of  salaries,  and  if  my 
memory  serves  me  correctly,  over  $2,000  is  placed  under 
the  head  of  contingent  expenses,  although  all  proper  ex- 
penses seem  to  be  covered  by  the  various  other  items. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  preservation  of  this  museum 
comes  as  much  within  the  original  intention  of  the  donor 
as  any  other  purpose  to  which  it  is  applied,  and  is  the  only 
really  popular  feature  of  the  institution,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  can  properly  be  ])rovided  for  out  of  the  regular  fund. 
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Mr.  Cox.  For  the  information  of  the  gentleman,  I  would 
like  to  correct  him  iu  his  stutement  about  the  Government 
not  being  liable  to  pay  this  $30,000  iatereet  money.  The 
Government  received  $500,000  from  the  Smilhson  estate, 
and  was  unfortunate  in  the  investment  of  the  money.  It 
invested  it,  I  believe,  in  Arkansas  bonds,  which  proved 
worthless.  It  received  the  money,  and  was  accountable  for 
it  iu  all  honor.  And  to  carry  out  the  purposes  for  which 
the  fund  was  intended,  they  are  bound  to  pay  the  interest 
upon  the  sum  at  six  per  cent.,  which  is  yearly  due  from  the 
United  States  Treasury. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  I  asserted  that  the  payment  of  this  $30,000 
was  munificence,  and  not  justice,  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  ask  the  gentleman  whether  the  Government 
acted,  iu  the  acceptance  of  this  trust,  in  any  other  capacity 
than  as  trustee  ;  and  whether,  as  such,  the  money  was  not 
invested  in  good  faith  ? 

Mr.  Cox.  I  say  they  did  accept  the  trust,  and  got  the 
Imoney. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  And  did  not  they  act  in  good  faith  iu  the 
investment  of  it,  although  it  was  lost  ? 

Mr.  Cox.    I  think  they  acted  with  very  bad  judgment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

March  12,  1862. — Mr.  McPuerson  introduced  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  Theo.  II.  "Woolsey,  of  Connecticut, 
as  regent,  in  place  of  C.  C.  Felton,  deceased;  referred  to 
Committee  on  the  Library. 

March  14, 1862. — The  following  appropriation  was  made: 

"  For  putting  the  plaiea  of  tho  exploring  expedition  in  order  for  preeor- 
■cBtion,  and  tmnaporting  them  and  the  otner  sflectH  of  the  expedition,  tu 
"Wwhington,  to  be  preserved  in  some  of  the  public  buildings,  or  at  tha 
Smithsonian  Institution,  i<2,000,  to  be  expended  under  tho  Joint  Committee 
on  the  Library  of  Congress  ;  and  if  any  part  of  tbis  appropriation  shall 
i«main  uncipcnded  for  these  purposes,  the  eume  may  be  applied,  if  ncce»- 
•siy ,  to  the  completion  of  volume  twenty-three  of  the  works  of  said  explor- 
ing expedition,  or  to  the  payment  of  anv  arreara  of  rent,  or  claims  for 
•ervice,  due  on  account  of  any  of  said  works." 

March  27,  1862. — Mr.  Mcl'uKKdoN  asked  unanimous  con- 
sent to  make  a  unanimous  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Library,  on  resolution  appointing  T.  D.  Woolsey,  regent. 

Mr.  W ABHBDRNE.     I  object. 

Mr.  Wasuburne  subsequently  withdrew  his  objection, 
and  it  was  renewed  by  Mr.  Cox. 

March  28, 1862. — Mr.  McPhbr80N  reported  the  above  rea- 
olation  ;  and  it  was  adopted. 

April  17,  1862. — Mr.  McPhkbbos,  from  the  Committee  on 
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the  Library,  reported  a  joint  resolution  (No/67)  to  supply  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  with  a  copy  of  each  of  the  volumes 
of  the  Wilkes'  Exploring  Expedition.     Adopted. 

Jane  4,  1862. — Annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, for  1861,  presented. 

Mr.  Cox  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies  be  printed. 

June  5,  1862. — Mr.  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, reported  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  printed  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  year  1S61 ;  the  wood-cut«  to  be  furnished 
at  the  expense  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  8,000  copies  for  the  use  of 
members  of  the  House,  and  2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Institution. 

February  19, 1863. — The  next  bill  taken  from  the  Speak- 
er's table  was  a  joint  resolution  expelling  George  E.  Badger 
from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
and  appointing  Louis  Agassiz  in  his  place;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  Washburne.  I  move  to  refer  that  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman who  reported  this  resolution  what  information  he 
has  in  regard  to  the  course  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Badger  which 
requires  this  resolution  of  expulsion  ? 

Mr.  Cox.  This  matter  was  initiated  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  at  its  last 
meeting.  The  statement  was  there  made  that  Mr.  Badger 
was  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  Legislature ;  that  he 
had  made  a  speech  denouncing  this  Government  and  favor- 
ing the  confederate  government,  and  there  was  no  one  there 
who  was  authorized  to  deny  that  that  reported  speech  was 
not  authentic.  I  should  be  glad  to  relieve  a  gentleman  of 
the  high  standing  of  Mr.  Badger  of  any  such  imputation. 
He  does  not  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Regents  of  the  In- 
stitution, and  we  need  somebody  there  to  fill  his  place.  I 
should  be  happy  to  hear  any  statement  in  exculpation  of 
that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Massachusetts.  All  I  desire  to  say  is,  a 
letter  attributed  to  him  was  afterwards  stated  to  have  been 
a  forgery.  I  refer  to  a  letter  said  to  have  been  written  to 
Governor  Stanly. 

Mr.  McPherson.  There  appears  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Badger  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
North  Carolina,  and  of  course  he  has  assumed  a  position 
inconsistent  with  holding  an  appointment  under  the  United 
States  Government. 
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Mr.  Crittenden.  I  wish  to  say  that  Mr.  Badger  is  a  very 
old  friend  of  mine.  I  have  understood  that  on  the  4th  of 
January  last  he  was  prostrated  by  a  stroke  of  apoplexy.  I 
heard  he  was  in  extremis^  and  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is 
dead  or  alive. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  call  the  previous  question  upon  the  passage 
of  the  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered  to  be  put;  and  under  the  operation  thereof  the 
resolution  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Cox  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  reso- 
lution was  passed;  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

February  27,  1863. — Annual  report  of  the  institution  for 
11862  presented. 

Mr.  McPherson  moved  to  print  extra  copies. 

March  3, 1863. — Mr.  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Reaolvedf  That  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
"tution  for  1S62  be  printed — 3,000  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  2,000 
:^or  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  present  House. 
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Senate,  June  13, 1864. 

Annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1863 
laid  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Trumbull  moved  that  extra  copies  of  the  report  be 
printed. 

June  18, 1864. — Mr.  Anthony,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  following : 

Resolved^  That  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  for  1863  be  printed— 2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, and  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate :  Provided^  That  the  aggregate 
number  of  pages  contained  in  said  report  shall  not  exceed  450,  without  wood- 
cuts or  plates,  except  those  furnished  by  the  institution ;  and  that  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Printing  be  authorized,  if  consistent  with  the  public 
service,  to  allow  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  stereotype  the  report  at  its 
own  expense,  or  to  otherwise  print  at  its  own  expense  such  additional  copies 
as  may  be  desired,  from  the  type  set  in  the  (Government  printing  establish- 
ment. 

December  21,  1864. — Mr.  Trumbull  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  provision  of  law  requiring  certain  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
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sonian  Institution  to  be  members  of  the  National  Institute; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Trumbull.  I  scarcely  know  to  what  committee  it 
would  be  desirable  to  refer  this  bill,  and  unless  somebody 
wishes  it  referred,  I  shall  ask  the  Senate  to  act  upon  it  at 
once.  If  the  Senate  will  indulge  me  for  one  moment  in 
making  an  explanation  of  it,  I  think  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion to  it. 

The  act  establishing  the  Smithsonian  Institution  provided 
that  two  of  the  regents  should  be  residents  of  the  city  of 
Washington  and  members  of  the  National  Institute  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  The  National  Institute  was  an  incor- 
porated association,  and  its  charter  has  expired.  It  did  not 
meet  with  much  success ;  it  has  been  dissolved ;  and  there 
are  now  no  members  of  the  National  Institute.  There  is  a 
vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents,  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  General  Totten,  which  needs  to  be  filled,  but  it  cannot 
be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  a  resident  of  Washington 
and  a  member  of  this  institute,  as  there  are  no  longer  any 
members  of  this  institute.  The  objectof  this  bill  is  to  re- 
peal that  provision  of  the  law  which  requires  that  two  re- 
gents should  be  members  of  the  National  Institute.  I  hope 
the  Senate  will  let  the  oill  pass  at  once,  as  it  is  desirable  to 
fill  that  vacancy. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill. 

Mr.  CoLLAMER.  I  do  not  know  that  I  understand  the 
gentleman  aright.  Is  it  proposed  to  repeal  that  part  of  the 
law  which  requires  them  to  oe  inhabitants  of  Washington  ? 

Mr.  Trumbull.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.  I  ask  the  Secretary 
to  read  the  bill  again,  so  that  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
may  see  that  it  does  not  repeal  that  part  of  the  law  requir- 
ing them  to  be  residents  of  Washington. 

The  Secretary  read  the  bill,  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  so  much  of  tho  "  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian 
Institute  for  tho  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men  '*  as  re- 
quires that  two  of  the  regents  of  said  institution  shall  be  members  of  the 
National  Institute,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

House  of  Representatives,  December  23,  1863. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  this  being  the  day  fixed  for 
the  appointment  of  three  Regents  for  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution, he  had  appointed  Messrs.  S.  S.  Cox  of  Ohio,  Henry 
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"Winter  Davifi  of  Maryland,  and  J.   W.  Patterson  of  New 

Hampshire. 

June  13,  1864. — Annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  Mr. 
Cox  moved  that  extra  copies  be  printed, 

June  28,  1864. — Mr.  Clabk,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 

Rtiolted,  That  5,000  eitra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tulion,  for  1663,  be  printed;  8,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smitheoniaa  Institution, 
,    and  2,000  fur  llio  uee  of  the  memberi  of  the  House. 

House  op  Rbpbesentatives,  January  6,  1865. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  take  from  the 
Speaker's  table  Senate  bill  to  repeal  the  provision  of  law 
'  requiring  certain  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to 
be  membora  of  the  National  Institute. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  taken  up,  and  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  may  state  that  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to 
repeal  that  provision  of  law  which  requires  that  two  of 
the  regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  be  members 
of  the  JTutional  Institute — nn  institution. which  is  now  ob- 
solete. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Cox  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
was  passed  ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Senate,  January  11, 1865. 
Mr.  Trdmbull  introduced  the  following  joint  resolution  : 

lUiolvtd,  ^c.  That  Richard   Delufiold,  resident  of  Waghingtun  dty,  bo, 


January  17,  1865. — Senate  resolution  above  passed. 

February  2,  1865. — The  Senate  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Etaoivtd,  B;  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Itepcesentativca  concurriofr,]  Ibat 
the  Committee  on  Puhlic  Euildinjjs  and  Grounds  of  the  Senate,  conjointly 
with  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  of  the  Bouea  of 
Bepresentaliver,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  inquire  into  the  origin 
of  the  lire  by  which  the  Smithsonian  Institution  building  and  the  vulmible 
deposits  therein  were,  on  Tuesday,  the  24th  day  of  January,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  destroyed]  the  npproiimate  loss  to  the  Government  and  to  privat« 

Eersons ;  the  means  necessary  to  preaerTO  the  remaining  portions  of  uid 
uilding  and  its  contenti  from  further  injory ;  uid  such  other  fact!  in  ooa- 
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nection  therewith  as  may  be  of  public  interest,  and  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

February  21,  1865. — Mr.  Foot,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  submitted  the  following  re- 
port : 

The  Joint  Committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds^  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution  passed  Feb* 
ruary  2,  1865,  respectfully  report : 

That  they  visited  the  building,  inquired  into  the  origin  of  the  fire,  the 
character  and  extent  of  the  loss  sustained,  and  requested  the  regents,  through 
the  secretary,  to  furnish  a  written  report  on  the  subject  of  investigation. 
In  accordance  with  this  request  the  following  report  was  presented : 

BSPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE   OF   THE   BOARD  OF   REOEKT8   OF  THE 
SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION  RELATIVE  TO  THE  FIRE. 

The  special  committee  appointed  by  the  boa)*d  at  its  meeting,  on  January 
28,  1865,  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of  the  fire  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
to  ascertain  the  extent  and  character  of  the  loss  sustained,  and  to  make 
suggestions  as  to  what  measures  should  be  adopted  for  the  repair  and  im- 
provement of  the  building,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  performed 
the  duty  assigned  them,  so  far  as  the  time  and  their  means  of  information 
would  permit. 

I. — THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  FIRE. 

The  testimony  has  been  taken  of  all  persons  coniiected  witb  the  establish- 
ment that  had  any  knowledge  of  the  occurrence,  and  a  written  account  of 
the  whole  is  herewith  submitted  ;  also  a  report  from  Colonel  B.  8.  Alex- 
ander, United  States  army,  who  superintended  the  fire  proofing  of  the  main 
building,  of  his  examinationof  the  flues  connected  witn  the  accident. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  concurrent  testimony  thus  obtained,  that  the  fire 
commenced  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  roof  of  the  main  building,  in  the 
woodwork  immediately  under  the  slate  covering,  and  that  it  was  kindled 
by  the  heated  air  or  sparks  from  a  stove  which  had  been  temporarily  placed 
in  the  room  immediately  below.  The  pipe  of  this  stove  had  been  inserted, 
by  mistake,  into  a  brick  furring-spaco  resembling  a  flue,  which  opened  un- 
der the  rafters  instead  of  into  the  chimney  flue,  within  a  few  inches  of  the  latter. 
By  whom  the  hole  into  which  the  pipe  was  inserted  was  originally  made  is 
not  known,  but  it  is  remembered  that  a  stove-pipe  was  put  into  it  as  far 
back  as  1854,  at  the  time  of  the  exhibition  held  by  the  Mechanics'  Institute 
in  the  building.  No  fire,  however,  had  been  in  this  room  for  ten  years  pre- 
vious to  Monday,  16th  January,  when  the  machinist  and  carpenter  of  the 
institution  were  engaged,  with  several  other  of  the  employes,  in  rearranging 
the  ])ictures  of  the  gallery,  the  weather  at  the  time  being  unusually  cold. 
These  persons,  for  temporary  convenience,  set  up  the  stove  above  mentioned, 
intending  to  remove  it  as  soon  as  their  task  was  finished.  A  coal  fire,  kin- 
dled with  wood,  had  been  burning  in  this  stove  for  eight  days  previous  to 
the  conflagration,  yet  it  appears  from  the  testimony  that  no  evidence  of  com- 
bustion was  observed  by  a  person  who  passed  through  the  loft  six  hours 
before  the  breaking  out  of  the  flames.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  the 
wood  had  been  undergoing  a  process  of  charring  for  several  days. 

On  account' of  the  verv  expensive  style  of  ^architecture  selected  for  the 
building,  and  the  limited  means  at  the  command  of  the  board,  the  plan  had 
been  at  flrst  adopted  of  finishing  the  interior  of  the  whole  edifice  with  wood 
and  plaster.  A  largo  portion,  however,  of  the  interior  wookwork  of  the 
main  building,  after  the  roof  and  exterior  had  been  finished,  gave  way  and 
fell  ;  whereuj)on  the  regents  ordered  the  removal  of  the  woodwork  and  it* 
place  supplied  with  incombustible  materials.  Thus  the  main  buildini;  wiis 
rendered  fire-proof,  with  the  exce|)tion  of  the  supports  of  the  roof,  which, 
being  covered  with  sltite,  was  assumed  to  bo  safe.     The  only  danger  of  the 
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occurrence  of  fire  was  supposed  to  exist  in  the  two  wings  and  the  towers, 
and  to  guard  against  this  contingency  especial  precautions  were  constantly 
obserrd,  viz.:  1.  No  smoking  was  allowed  in  any  part  of  the  building  at 
any  time.  2.  No  lights  were  allowed  to  be  carried  from  one  part  of  the 
building  to  another  except  in  lanterns.  8.  Three  coils  of  large  hose  were 
deposited,  ready  for  use,  one  in  the  upper  story,  and  the  other  two  on  the 
first  floor  of  the  building ;  and  there  were  water-pipes  in  the  basement  with 
faucets.  4.  Barrels  and  buckets,  kept  constantly  filled  with  water,  were 
placed  at  different  points  of  the  building.  5.  The  rule  was  observed  of 
cleaning  the  flues  every  autumn  before  the  commencement  of  fires.  6.  A 
watchman  was  employed  each  night,  who  made  every  hour  the  rounds  of 
all  the  rooms  in  the  building,  giving  special  attention  to  those  in  which  fire 
had  been  kindled  during  the  day,  including  the  apartments  occupied  by  the 
family  of  the  secretary. 

These  precautions,  however,  as  it  has  proved,  were  of  no  avail — the  fire 
having  occurred  at  a  point  where  no  danger  was  apprehended,  and  to  which 
Access  could  with  difficulty  be  obtained. 

II. — THK  CHARACTER  AND  EXTENT  OF  THE  LOSS  SUSTAINED. 

The  loss  to  the  institution  was  as  follows : 

1.  The  contents  of  the  secretary's  office,  consisting  of  the  official,  scien- 
tific, and  miscellaneous  correspondence,  embracing  35,000  pages  of  copied 
letters  which  had  been  sent,  at  least  30,000  of  which  were  the  composition 
of  the  secretary,  and  50,000  pages  of  letters  received  by  the  institution. 
2Iere,  moreover,  were  lost  the  receipts  for  publications  and  specimens ;  re- 
ports on  various  subjects  which  have  been  referred  to  the  institution ;  the 
records  of  experiments  instituted  by  the  secretary  for  the  government ;  four 
manuscripts  of  original  investigations,  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  in- 
stitution for  publication  ;  a  part  of  the  manuscript  material  of  the  report 
of  the  secretary  for  1864 ;  a  large  number  of  papers  and  scientific  notes  of 
the  secretary  ;  a  series  of  diaries  and  memorandum  books,  and  a  duplicate 
«et  of  account  books,  prepared  during  the  last  twelve  years,  with  great 
labor,  by  Mr.  Ehces,  the  chief  clerk  ;  also,  about  one  hundred  volumes  of 
trainable  works  kept  at  hand  for  constant  reference. 

2.  In  the  apparatus  room,  the  large  collection  of  scientific  instruments, 
including  the  aonation  of  the  late  Dr.  Hare. 

8.  A  part  of  the  contents  of  the  regents'  room,  including  the  personal 
'eflects  of  Smithson,  with  the  exception  of  his  portrait  and  library. 

4.  The  contents  of  the  rooms  in  the  towers,  including  the  meteorological 
Instruments,  the  workshop,  containing  a  lathe  and  a  large  number  of  valu- 
able tools,  nearly  all  the  stock  on  hand  of  the  duplicate  copies  of  the  annual 
reports,  and  many  other  public  documents  and  books  intended  for  distribu- 
tion to  libraries,  as  well  as  a  quantity  of  stationery,  hardware,  &c. 

5.  The  wood-cuts  of  the  illustrations  contained  in  the  Smithsonian  publi- 
<»tions. 

The  loss  to  other  parties  was  as  follows  : 

1.  The  contents  of  what  was  called  the  Picture  Gkillery,  viz.:  o.  About 
two  hundred  nortruits,  nearlv  all  of  life  size,  painted  and  principally  owned 
by  Mr.  J.  M.  Stanley,  formerly  of  this  city,  and  now  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and 
which  were  on  deposit  in  the  institution,  b.  A  number  of  half-size  Indian 
portraits,  painted  by  Mr.  Kins  for  the  Government,  c.  A  copy,  in  Carrera 
marble,  of  the  antique  statue  known  as  the  "  Dying  Gladiator,"  by  John 
Gott,  and  owned  by  Mr.  J.  C.  McGuire,  of  this  city. 

2.  A  number  of  surveying  instruments  belonging  to  the  Government. 

8.  The  clothing,  books,  and  private  effects  of  several  of  the  persons  con- 
nected with  the  institution,  and  of  those  engaged  in  scientific  studies. 

4.  The  library  removed  from  Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  by  the  army,  and 
also  that  of  Bishop  Johns,  from  Fairfax  Theological  Seminary,  given  in 
charge  to  the  institution  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  safe-keeping,  which 
libraries  were  stored  in  an  upper  room  in  the  south  tower. 
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Independent  of  injury  to  the  building,  the  loss  to  the  institution,  as  far 
as  it  may  be  estimated  and  can  be  restored  by  money,  may  be  stated  at  about 
$20,000;  and  to  individuals,  $26,000,  viz.:  To  Mr.  J.  M.  Stanley,  $20,000; 
Mr.  J.  C.  McGuire,  $1,000 ;  Prof.  Joseph  Henry,  $1,500 ;  Mr.  W.  J.  Khees, 
$1,200;  Mr.  W.  DeBeust,  $1,800;  and  all  pthers,  $1,000. 

Although  the  loss  which  the  institution  and  individuals  have  sustained  is 
much  to  be  resetted,  yet  it  is  a  source  of  consolation  that  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  valuable  contents  of  the  building  have  escaped  without  injury. 
The  valuable  library  of  the  institution,  the  most  extensive,  in  regard  to  the 
transactions  of  learned  societies  and  scientific  books,  in  this  country ;  the 
museum,  including  the  collection  of  the  exploring  expedition  and  those  of 
the  institution ;  the  large  stock  of  many  thousand  duplicate  specimens  for 
distribution  to  all  parts  of  the  world ;  the  records  of  the  museum  ;  a  lai^ 
portion  of  the  correspondence  relative  to  natural  history ;  nearly  all  ^e 
records  of  meteorological  observations  which  have  been  accumulated  dur- 
ing the  last  fifteen  years ;  the  sets  of  Smithsonian  publications  (except  the 
annual  reports)  which  have  been  reserved  to  supply  new  institutions,  and 
the  stereotype  plates  of  all  the  works  which  have  been  published  during 
the  last  four  or  five  years,  have  been  saved.  All  the  original  vouchers  of 
payments  made  by  the  institution,  the  ledger  in  which  they  were  posted, 
ana  the  day-book  from  1858,  were  also  preserved,  having  been  deposited  in 
a  safe  in  the  regents'  room.  The  contents  of  the  connecting  range  between 
the  library  and  the  museum  are  uninjured  ;  this  includes  a  series  of  plaster 
casts  and  portraits  of  distinguished  men,  among  the  latter  a  life-size  por- 
trait of  Guizot,  by  Healy ;  an  original  full-length  figure  of  Washington, 
by  the  elder  Peale,  and  also  a  valuable  series  of  rare  engravings  illlustrative 
of  the  history  of  art,  purchased  from  the  Hon.  (George  P.  Marsh. 

All  the  important  acts  of  the  regents  from  the  beginning,  and  an  account 
of  the  operations  of  the  institution,  having  been  published  from  year  to 
year  in  the  several  reports  to  Congress,  a  continued  record  of  the  history  of 
the  establishment  from  the  beginning  is,  therefore,  still  in  existence.  As 
these  reports  have  been  widely  distributed,  they  are  generally  accessible  to 
the  public. 

The  burning  of  the  roof  of  the  building  can  scarcely  in  itself  be  considered 
a  calamity,  since  it  probably  would  have  occurred  at  some  future  time  when 
a  much  Inrger  accumulation  of  valuable  articles  might  have  been  destroyed ; 
and  since  it  will  now  be  replaced  by  one  of  fire-proof  materials.  The  fire- 
proofing,  as  far  as  it  was  carried,  was  well  done,  and  it  is  to  this  circum- 
stance that  the  preservation  of  the  most  valuable  objects  of  the  establish- 
ment is  due. 

III. — SUGGESTIONS  AS  TO  WHAT  SHOULD  BE  DONE. 

There  can  be  no  hesitation  in  adopting  the  conclusion  that  steps  should  be 
immediately  taken  not  only  to  repair  the  injury,  but  to  improve  the  condi- 
tion of  the  building. 

1.  The  main  edifice  should  be  provided  with  a  metallic  roof. 

2.  For  the  wooden  conical  terminations  of  the  towers  should  be  substitu- 
ted metallic  coverings. 

8.  All  valuable  articles  belonging  to  the  institution  or  deposited  in  it, 
including  the  library,  should  bo  placed  in  the  main  building,  which  should 
be  cut  off  from  the  wings  by  iron  doors. 

4.  Provision  should  be  made  for  a  thorough  heating  of  the  whole  building 
by  steam  or  hot  water. 

5.  Suggestions  should  be  requested  from  competent  architects  and  en- 
gineers as  to  work  to  bo  done,  and  those  which  are  adopted  should  be  em- 
bodied in  working  plans  and  drawings. 

6.  A  building  committee  of  the  board  should  be  appointed  to  have  charge 
of  the  work. 

No  very  exact  estimate  can  as  yet  be  made  as  to  the  cost  of  the  repairs, 
&c.,  for  it  has  not  been   possible,  without  erecting  a  scaffolding,  to  deter' 
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mine  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  down  the  high  northern  tower. 
Colonel  Alexander,  of  the  engineer  corps,  however,  has  informed  the  com- 
mittee that  he  thinks  $100,000  will  be  required  to  make  the  necessary  re* 
pairs  and  improvements. 

The  committee  cannot  conclude  without  adding  that,  in  their  opinion, 
the  occurrence  of  the  fire  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  ac- 
tive operations  of  the  institution,  on  which  essentially  depends  the  reputa- 
tion it  has  established  throughout  the  world,  and  its  efficiency  as  an  instru- 
ment for  **  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.''  To  the 
support  and  extension  of  these  operations,  therefore,  the  annual  interest 
from  the  ori^nal  fund  should,  as  tar  as  possible,  continue  as  heretofore  to 
be  conscientiously  applied. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RiCHABD  Wallace, 
Joseph  Henbt, 

Special  Committee, 
Wabhikgtok,  February,  1866. 

At  a  subsequent  meetins  of  the  committee,  Professor  Henry  was  requested 
to  state  his  connection  with  the  institution,  to  ^ive  an  account  of  its  objects 
and  operations,  the  origin  of  the  building,  and  such  other  facts  as  might 
be  of  public  interest.  In  conformity  with  this  request  he  made  the  follow- 
ing statement:     (See  Eep.  Com.,  No.  129,  88th  Congress,  2d  session.) 

Mr.  Foot  off'ered  a  resolution  to  print  1,000  extra  copies 
of  the  report ;  600  of  which  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

February  22,  1865. — The  resolution  of  Mr.  Foot  was 
adopted. 

March  1,  1865. — Anirual  report,  for  the  year  1864,  pre- 
sented, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

March  3,  1865. — The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  the 
following  as  a  new  section  : 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  due  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  coin,  as 
the  interest  on  other  permanent  debts  duo  by  the  United  States  prior  to  the 
present  rebellion  have  been  and  are  paid. 

Mr.  Gpimes.  I  have  a  word  to  say  on  that  subject.  I 
am  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  that  amendment.  In  the 
first  place,  I  do  not  know  any  reason  why  there  should  be 
a  distinction  made  between  a  debt  that  is  due  to  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  and  a  debt  due  to  anybody  else  by  the 
United  States  Government.  I  understand  that  by  some 
construction  or  other  the  Treasury  Department  have  decided 
that  this  is  a  kind  of  trust  debt ;  and  that  from  this  time 
henceforth  they  intend  to  pay  the  interest  upon  what  thev 
call  the  trust  fund  in  gold.  The  purpose  of  this  amend- 
nieiit  is  to  make  this  retrospective,  and  to  pay  some  forty 
thousand  dollars  in  currency,  being  the  difference  between 
the  amount  which  has  hitherto  been  received  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  and  that  which  they  claim  they  ought  to 
have  received  and  would  have  received  if  this  money  had 
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been  paid  to  them  in  coin.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  is 
a  very  wealthy  corporation,  and  is  able  to  reimburse  itself, 
and  to  rebuild  and  refit  the  buildings  which  have  been  recently 
destroyed.  It  will  be  remembered  that  when  Mr.  Smithsou 
made  this  bequest,  or  shortly  after  he  made  it,  the  Government 
created  a  corporation.  That  corporation,  or  their  trustee,  saw 
fit  to  invest  their  money  in  Arkansas  bonds.  Those  bonds 
mostly  turned  out  to  be  valueless.  The  Government,  how- 
ever, assumed  it,  and  we  now  pay,  and  have  for  many  years 
paid,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  upward  of  $30,000  a  year 
upon  this  amount  of  $515,000, 1  think  that  it  is,  which  is 
the  amount  of  the  permanent  fund  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

Mr.  Sumner.  Allow  me  to  ask  the  Senator  whether  the 
Government  did  not  make  that  investment  in  Arkansas 
bonds  ?  I  think  it  was  not  an  act  of  the  corporation,  but  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  is  perfectly  immaterial,  so  far  as  this  ques- 
tion is  concerned,  whether  the  G6vernment  made  it,  or 
whether  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  made  it 
directly  themselves ;  for  if  the  Government  made  it,  the  Gov- 
ernment made  that  investment  at  the  instance  and  the  request 
of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  Sumner.  No  ;  it  was  before  the  organization ;  before 
there  were  regents. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Mr.  President,  the  amount  of  the  fund  be- 
longing to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  $515,000.  They 
expended  in  the  building,  on  the  public  reservation,  $325,000. 
It  is  claimed  by  them  that  to  put  the  roof  on  the  building, 
and  put  it  in  about  the  condition  it  was  in  before  the  fire, 
there  will  be  required  from  thirty-six  to  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  but  to  improve  it  as  they  want  to  improve  it,  to  make 
it  entirely  fire-proof,  to  change  its  construction  very  materi- 
ally, they  say  they  have  the  opinion  of  an  army  engineer, 
Colonel  Alexander,  but  who  is  no  architect,  no  expert,  and 
whose  judgment,  therefore,  is  worthless  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind,  that  it  will  cost  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$100,000.  This  institution,  beside  the  $515,000  upon  which 
we  are  paying  them  the  interest,  have  accumulated  from 
that  interest  $75,000  in  Indiana  State  bonds,  which  are 
good;  $53,500  in  Virginia  bonds,  which  are  not  of  much 
value;  $12,000  in  Tennessee  bonds;  $500  in  Georgia  bonds ; 
and  $100  in  Washington  city  bonds.  Then  they  have  in  cash 
$20,000,  and  they  have  in'  gold  $26,200,  which  is  worth 
$52,000  to-day  in  currency.  So  it  will  be  observed  that 
they  have  in  available  funds,  saying  nothing  about  the  Vir- 
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finia,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  and  Washington  bonds,  $95,000, 
eside  $26,200  in  gold. 

I  have  heard  it  said  that  we  ought  to  pay  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  this  money  in  gold,  because  we  pay  some  of  the 
Indians  by  treaty  stipulation  in  gold.  I  think  the  Senators 
who  are  members  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  will 
bear  testimony  to  the  Senate  that  we  have  paid  gold  to  no 
Indians  except  where  there  was  an  express  agreement  in 
the  treaty  that  payment  should  be  made  in  coin.  We  have 
had,  and  have,  an  abundance  of  treaties  with  the  Indians; 
we  hold  their  money  in  trust ;  but  in  no  instance,  I  under- 
take to  say,  bas  the  money  been  paid  to  these  Indians  in 
gold  except  when  there  was  an  express  stipulation  in.  the 
treaty  that  it  should  be  paid  in  gold.  I  know  of  no  reason 
why  there  should  be  an  exception  made  in  favor  of  this  rich 
corporation,  the  Smithsonian  Institution — why  they  should 
be  treated  any  better  than  our  Indian  tribes  are  treated. 

Mr.  CoLLAMER.     Are  they  not  paid  in  gold  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  undertake  to  say  that  there  are  not  and 
have  not  been  any  Indians  paid  in  gold  except  where  there 
was  an  express  stipulation  in  the  treaty  that  they  should  be 
paid  in  coin.  I  asked  the  gentlemen  on  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  when  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  was  un- 
der consideration  the  other  day,  if  that  was  not  so,  and  they 
said  it  was  so.  The  Senator  from  Kansas  [Mr.  Lane]  bowed 
his  head  and  said  it  was  so.  There  are  treaties  made  with 
the  Indians,  I  admit,  by  which  we  have  agreed  to  pay  them 
in  coin ;  and  then  there  are  other  treaties  in  which  we  have  not 
that  stipulation  ;  but  where  that  stipulation  is  not  embodied 
in  the  treaty  we  do  not  pay  them  in  coin.  There  is  lying 
on  your  table  at  this  moment  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  asking  that  we  shall  do  for  these 
Indians  precisely  what  the  Smithsonian  Institution  asks  we 
shall  do  for  them — that  we  shall  pay  them  in  coin  in  the 
future.  But  this  Senate,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  refused  to  do 
that;  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  have  utterly  refused  to  do  it.  I  do  not  see  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  present,  nor  my 
colleague ;  but  there  are  gentlemen  here,  I  think,  who  know 
what  the  facts  are  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  these  In- 
dians. Now,  I  ask,  if  it  be  true,  and  I  think  it  will  be  de- 
monstrated in  a  few  minutes  that  it  is  true,  that  this  is  the 
method  in  which  we  treat  the  Indians  whose  funds  we  hold 
in  trust,  is  there  any  very  substantial  reason  why  we  should 
deviate  from  this  rule  in  favor  of  this  corporation,  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  ? 


692  C0KORES8I0KAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  Sherman.  The  Committee  on  Finance  have  no  doubt 
at  all  about  this  proposition  so  far  as  it  is  now  reported. 
It  is  true  that  a  proposition  was  submitted  to  the  committee 
that  the  back  payments  already  made  should  be  made  equal 
to  gold.  That  we  rejected  on  the  ground  that  the  money 
having  been  received  by  the  corporation,  withcfet  any  objec- 
tion, they  certainly  cannot  now  present  a  legal  claim  against 
the  United  States  to  make  good  any  loss  which  may  have 
accrued  from  their  taking  a*  depreciated  currency.  But 
upon  the  main  question,  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  interest 
of  this  trust  fund  in  gold,  we  had  no  doubt.  All  the  per- 
manent debt  of  the  United  States  is  now  payable  in  coin. 
That  has  been  the  established  policy  of  the  Government 
since  the  foundation  of  the  Qovernment,  and  I  think  it  never 
has  been  departed  from.  Let  me  put  this  case :  suppose 
this  corporation,  instead  of  allowing  this  monev  to  remain 
simply  as  a  trust  fund  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
had  taken  bonds  of  the  United  States  registered  in  the  or- 
dinary way,  which  they  had  a  right  to  do,  and  left  them  in 
the  Treasury  Department ;  they  would  have  drawn  their 
interest  in  gold  precisely  as  the  holder  of  any  other  bonda 
would  have  done.  I  am  informed  that  this  now  stands  as 
a  registered  debt. 

Mr.  Qrimes.     How  long  has  that  been  so  ? 

Mr.  Sherman.  Always,  I  presume.  It  stands  as  a  trust 
debt.     There  is  no  difference  between  them. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Where  is  the  distinction  between  this  case 
and  that  of  the  Indians  ? 

Mr.  Sherman.     I  will  mention  that  in  a  few  moments. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  distinction  between  this  case  and 
any  other  portion  of  the  permanent  debt  of  the  United 
States.  This  corporation,  whether  rich  or  poor,  whether  it 
is  a  charitable  one,  or  one  making  money  on  its  own  ac- 
count, would  have  the  right  to  demand  of  the  Goverimient 
the  same  interest  that  is  paid  to  any  other  bondholder  of 
the  United  States.  The  fact  that  this  money  stands  to  the 
credit  of  this  corporation  as  a  trust  fund  in  the  Treasury 
Department  only  strengthens  that  obligation,  because  it  is 
a  general  rule  of  equity,  as  well  as  a  rule  of  law,  that  a 
trust  fund  must  be  treated  more  favorably  than  any  other 
fund.  Therefore  the  United  States,  having  assumed  the 
burden  of  a  trustee,  would  be  held  in  a  court  of  equity  to  a 
more  rigorous  rule  than  it  v/ould  be  even  where  it  s^nds 
upon  its  legal  rights.  If  the  United  States  is  bound  to  pay 
to  any  other  elass  of  bondholders  interest  in  gold,  it  cer- 
tainly should  do  60  to  this  corporation,  whether  it  be  rich 
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or  poor,  whether  it  be  a  charitable  one  or  one  making  money 
on  its  own  account.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  the  propo- 
sition is  plain. 

But  the  Senator  says  that  we  have  refused  to  do  this  with 
the  Indians.  The  ditference  between  our  treaties  with  the 
Indians  and  an  obligation  of  this  kind  is,  that  an  Indian 
treaty  requires  us  to  pay  annuities  from  time  to  time ;  every 
year  we  pay  so  much.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  a  distinction 
between  the  two.  Wherever  we  stipulate  to  pay  these  an- 
nuities in  coin,  we  pay  them  in  coin.  There  is  a  difference 
between  the  payment  of  an  annuity  and  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  public  debt ;  and  that  difference  has  lalways 
been  recognized  since  the  foundation  of  the  Government. 
But  even  if  we  did  injustice  to  the  Indians,  we  make  it  good 
by  the  payment  of  large  bounties ;  we  more  than  make  it 

f;ood  by  our  annual  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  the 
ndian  department.  Since  the  recent  condition  of  affairs, 
since  we  have  been  involved  in  war,  we  have  appropriated 
very  large  sums,  this  year  amounting  to  more  than  a  million 
-dollars,  tor  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  not  included  in  Indian 
treaties.  We  have  indeed  made  good  to  them  the  appro- 
priations in  gold,  or  nearly  so.  If  therefore,  there  is  any 
injustice  done  to  the  Indians,  it  certainly  is  not  a  peculiar 
hardship. 

In  this  case  the  proposition  was  so  plain  that  the  commit- 
tee had  no  hesitation  about  awarding  the  payment  in  gold 
from  this  time  forward.  I  am  told  that  this  question  has 
never  been  acted  upon  in  the  Treasury  Department,  but 
that  if  these  parties  had  demanded  their  interest  in  gold, 
precisely  as  other  creditors  have  done,  and  as  they  had  a 
right  to  do,  they  would  have  been  paid  in  coin  at  any  time 
«ince  the  beginning  of  this  war.  There  has  been  no  dis- 
tinction in  the  Treasury  Department  between  this  debt  and 
any  other  funded  debt  of  the  United  States  the  interest  of 
which  is  payable  in  coin. 

Mr.  Hale.  If  I  do  not  entirely  misunderstand  the  nature 
of  this  case,  it  seems  to  me  there  is  no  force  in  the  sugges- 
tions which  have  been  made  in  regard  to  any  obligations  of 
the  Government,  for  this  reason:  this  Mr.  Smithson  gave 
this  fund,  some  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  or  more,  to 
the  United  States ;  they  are  the  beneficiaries  of  this  dona- 
tion ;  it  was  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  whether  it  was  a  wise  or  an  unwise  crca- 
tiorf  of  Congress,  was  simply  a  machinery  instituted  by  the 
United  States  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  and  carrying 
out  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Smithson.     To  speak  of  this  institu- 
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tion  as  an  institution  apart  from  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  to  my  humble  comprehension  is  perfectly 
absurd.     It  is  the  United  States  that  own  this  institution. 
It  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  that  the  fund  was 
given  to  them ;  and  Congress,  because  it  was  not  convenient 
to  take  it  and  manage  it,  as  they  did  the  other  interests  of 
the  Government,  created  these  agents,  created  this  institution^ 
as  a  mere  matter  of  convenience  by  which  the  Government 
might  manage  the  fund  that  was  intrusted  to  them  for  the 
purposes  specified  in  Mr.  Smithson's  will.     They  have  no 
claim,  no  interest,  in  this  matter.     The  only  question  was, 
how  shkll  the  Government,  if  they  accept  the  trust,  carry  it 
on  ?    They  concluded  to  carry  it  on  by  this  machinery.     It 
is  not  an  institution  adverse  to  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment.    It  is  not  an  institution  that  has  the  least  claim  under 
heaven  upon  the  Government.    They  are  the  mere  creatures 
of  the  Government,  to  enable  them,  according  to  the  pur- 
port of  the  will,  to  execute  the  trust  that  has  been  confided 
to  them.     How  can  they  come  here  and  occupy  the  position 
of  creditors  ?    They  are  no  creditors.    They  have  no  interest 
under  heaven,  not  the  slightest;  they  are  the  mere  agents 
appointed  by  law  to  execute  this  trust  for  the  United  Statea 
in  the  use  of  a  fund  which  belongs  to  the  United  States. 
That  is  the  whole  of  it.     That  being  the  case,  this  being  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  managed  for  their  benefit 
through  this  instrumentality,  it  is  contended  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  shall  increase  by  a  hundred- 
fold the  appropriations  for  the  institution.     I  do  not  see  the 
slightest  claim  in  the  world. 

Let  me  state  another  fact.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Iowa  did  not  state  this  thing  exactly  as  it  was.  The  fact 
was  that  about  1840,  or  not  far  from  that  time — I  do  not 
know  the  exact  time  that  this  fund  was  given  to  the  United 
States — was  a  pretty  hard  time  for  the  Democratic  party ; 
they  had  had  bad  luck,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
took  the  whole  of  this  fund,  every  dollar  of  it,  and  gave  it 
to  Arkansas,  no  doubt  for  highly  patriotic  purposes,  [laugh- 
ter,] and  it  was  all  sunk;  and  there  was  an  end  of  the 
bubble,  or  ought  to  have  been.  But  Congress  were  so  much 
tickled  with  the  idea  of  this  bequest  that  they  assumed  the 
debt.  They  did  not  make  much  by  inve^^ting  it  in  Arkansas 
politics;  everything  went  by  default,  and  then  Congress 
stepped  in  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  that  which  they 
had  wasted. 

I  will  not  repeat  what  I  have  heretofore  said  in  regard  to 
this  institution  ;  I  will  not  say  but  that  it  is  possibly  a  wise 


THIRTY-EIGHTH   CONGRESS,   1863-65.  695 

one,  and  a  wise  appropriation  of  public  money,  because  it 
5s  rather  impertinent  to  the  question  that  is  now  before  the 
Senate.  It  has  been  characterized,  I  think  by  Greeley — and 
1  do  not  often  quote  him — as  a  sort  of  lying-in  hospital  for 
literary  valetudinarians,  [laughter,]  and  that  is  about  the 
amount  of  it.  I  remember  once  that  some  friends  were 
liere  and  had  been  visiting  about  the  places  of  interest  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  had  s^ot  pretty  much  through 
vv^ith  them,  when  I  asked  them,  "  What  are  you  going  to  "do 
to-day  ?''  They  said  they  were  going  to  look  at  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  and  find  out  what  it  was.  I  told  them  I 
was  exceedingly  glad  they  were  going  to  start  on  such  a 
mission,  and  I  asked  them,  if  they  did  find  out,  to  tell  me 
when  they  got  back.  They  did  not  call  on  me  when  they 
got  back.     [Laughter.] 

Now,  sir,  I  know  of  no  reason  under  heaven  why,  when 
we  are  paying  in  currency  the  men  who  are  shedding  their 
blood  in  defense  of  the  country,  the  men  who  are  periling 
everything  for  the  salvation  of  the  country,  we  should  come 
in  and  pay  this  pet  child  we  have  created  in  this  manner  in 
gold.  I  think  it  would  shock  the  moral  sense  of  the  nation 
to-day,  if  they  'knew  that  we  propose  to  pay  in  gold  the  in- 
terest on  this  debt,  which  is  no  debt  at  all,  wnen  we  pay 
those  who  fight  our  battles,  and  shed  their  blood  in  our 
defense,  in  currency.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Hendricks.  The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds-  investigated  this  subject  to  some  extent,  and 
became  entirely  satisfied,  with  the  exception  of  the  Senator 
from  Iowa,  I  believe,  that  this  interest  ought  to  be  paid  in 
gold.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  statement  of  the  Senator 
from  Iowa.  I  am  glad  he  is  able  to  prove  that  this  institu- 
tion is  in  good  conaition.  I  am  gratified  that  he  has  shown 
it  has  full  funds,  with  an  accumulation  of  $75,000  in  Indiana 
bonds — a  sure  and  reliable  fiind — and  something  against  the 
State  of  Virginia.  I  shall  be  gratified  each  session  while  I 
have  the  honor  of  serving  along  with  him  to  hear  him  make 
as  good  a  statement  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  as  he 
has  to-night. 

He  says  it  is  a  rich  institution.  I  am  glad  of  that.  I  was 
once  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Legislature,  and  every  now 
and  then  I  heard  some  Representative  or  Senator  talking 
about  the  bloated  corporations  of  the  State ;  and  we  all  had 
it  in  our  heads  that  the  wealth  of  the  corporations,  in  some 
way  or  other,  was  made  off  our  constituents,  and  therefore, 
to  some  extent,  we  were  justified  in  making  war  upon  them, 
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for  they  were  men  that  made  their  gains  off  the  people. 
But  this  is  not  the  case  with  the  corporation  that  the  Senator 
now  styles  a  wealthy  corporation.  No  money  to  fill  the 
coffers  of  that  institution  came  from  the  good  people  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Qrimes.  Not  until  we  pay  them  in  gold  $62,000  in 
place  of  $31,000,  while  we  pay  to  Iowa  soldiers,  as  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  well  said,  only  six  dollars  and  a  half 
in  gold.     Then  it  will  come  off  my  constituents. 

Mr.  Hendricks.  As  I  was  going  on  to  say,  all  the  rich 
funds  of  that  institution  came  not  from  the  people  of  Iowa 
or  of  Indiana.  It  was  a  munificent  grant  from  a  foreigner, 
Mr.  Sraithson,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  in  this  country 
an  institution  for  the  acquisition  and  diffusion  of  useful 
knowledge  among  men.  That  $500,000  was  received,  not 
in  paper,  but  in  gold,  coming  from  a  kind  friend  of  this 
country  across  the  water.  If,  therefore,  the  institution  is 
rich,  it  is  well  for  us;  if  it  were  poor,  it  would  be  a  disgrace 
to  us  to-day. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  the  Senator  is  mistaken  in  the 
language  used  in  the  will ;  and  I  think  that  in  that  respect 
the  managers  of  it  have  been  true  to  the  direction  of  the 
testator.  It  was  not  "  useful  knov/ledge  among  men,"  but 
'*  knowledge  among  men."     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Hendricks.  Well,  sir,  whether  knowledge  is  useful 
or  not  I  will  not  undertake  to  discuss  now.  The  purpose 
of  the  bequest  was  to  establish  in  this  country  an  institution 
for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  or  useful  knowledge,  among 
men.  I  think  the  language  used  was  ''  useful  knowledge.'' 
Whether  the  knowledge  that  is  diftusecl  among  men  from 
that  institution  be  useful  or  not  I  do  not  care  now  to  discuss. 
If  I  were  to  judge  from  the  number  of  applications  I  have 
for  the  reports  of  that  institution,  I  should  say  it  is  useful 
knowledge. 

Then,  sir,  if  the  institution  is  rich,  it  has  cost  his  con- 
stituents and  mine  nothing;  but  if  it  were  poor  to-day,  and 
we  refused  to  make  up  the  entire  fund,  it  would  cost  his 
constituents  and  mine  something — it  would  cost  their  honor. 

Now,  sir,  upon  the  leading  question  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  Senator  from  New  Ilarapshiro.  This  institution  does 
not  belong  to  us;  it  is  not  the  property  of  the  United  States. 
The  United  States,  in  respect  to  that  institution,  and  the 
funds  that  endowed  it,  is  but  the  trustee.  We  are  not  the 
beneficiaries,  in  its  language.  Tlie  people  of  the  world  are 
the  beneficiaries;  all  who  can  be  instructed  by  the  diffusion 
of  useful  knowledge  are  the  beneficiaries. 

The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  spoke  also  of  a  loss 
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I    becBQHH  of  a  purchase  of  bonds  of  the  State  of  Arkanaaa. 

I    if  we  purchased  bonds  that  were  not  a  aure  iuvestraent,  in 

law,  or  rather  in  equity,  we  are  bound  to  make  it  good.     If 

I     Die  United  States,  as  a  trnetee,  makes  a  bad  investment,  ehe 

I,     must  make  that  inveatment  good.    If  the  Senator  held  funds 

,'     for  me,  or  if,  aa  a  guardian,  he  held  funde  for  eome  of  his 

i     minor  constituents,  and  made  a  bad  investment,  would  he 

I,     not  be  compelled  to  make  it  up  ?     If  be  made  a  bad  invest- 

,■     ment  he  would  be  compelled  to  make   it  ^ood,  unless  he 

l|    used  due  care  and  acted  under  the  direction  of  the  court. 

I     I  admit,  if  entire  diligence  ia  used,  perhaps  he  would  not 

"be  responsible  in  a  court  of  equity.     But  I  understand  the 

facts  to  be  that  the  institution  has  lost  nothing  from  the 

Arkanaaa  bonds.     That  has  been  made  up;  they  have  been 

,     paid,  and  there  has  been  no  loss  resulting  from  that  invest- 

Mr,  Hale.     The  Senator  is  mistaken. 
*  Mr.  Hendricks.     I  was  so  told  the  other  day.     I  am  not 

1  fully  informed,  except  aa  the  committee  were  informed  by 
(  Profeeeov  Henry,  who  has  this  business  in  charge.  That  is 
^  the  way  I  understand  it.  The  interest  has  been  paid. 
L  Mr.  Hale.  The  bonds  have  not  been  paid. 
,  Mr.  Hendricks.  Whether  the  bonds  have  been  paid  or 
i;  not  is  not  important.  We  got  gold,  and  were  to  use  it,  as 
8  trustee,  to  establish  an  institution  that  would  be  an  orna- 

Iment  to  the  country  as  well  as  naoful  to  tbe  world.     Now, 
sir,  what  is  the  obligation  of  the  United  States  in  respect  to 
that,  a  gold  investment,  endowing  an  institution,  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  but  for  the  benefit  of  mankind 
generally?     I  understand  the  decision  of  the  Treasury  De- 
,1     partmcnt  has  been  that  all  trust  funds  are  to  be  paid  in  gold, 
,■     and  that  all  the  debts  against  the  Government  prior  to  the 
J    commencement  of  the  war  are  to  be  paid  in  gold, 
I        Both  the  Senators  have  asked  why  we  pay  gold  to  this 
I    institution  when  we  pay  greenbacks  to  the  soldiei-s.     Why 
!     do  the  Senators  agree,  by  their  numerous  votes  here,  to 
\    pay  gold'to  the  men  who  buy  the  bonds  of  the  United  States? 
Why  do  they  make  their  inveatment  worth  twelve  per  cent., 
when  other  men  use  their  money  for  their  own  benefit  but 
to  the  extent  of  six  per  cent.?     Why  do  thoy  pay  gold  to 
the  creditors  that  they  create  now,  not  by  $500,000  at  a  time, 
but  by  8600,000,000  at  a  time,  in  gold"?     Let  tliem  answer 
that.     It  is  a  question  between  them  and  the  soldiers.    They 
pay  the  creditors  of  the  Government  in  gold  and  the  soldiers 
i  n  greenbacks.    Both  Senators  unquestionably  were  governed 
I  by  proper  considerations.     I  think  it  is  a  plain  obligutioa 
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on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  pay  this  interest  in  gold. 
It  is  according  to  the  practice  of  the  Qovernment,  and  I 
should  think  it  a  shame  to  the  Government  to  do  otherwise. 
Mr.  Trumbull.  I  am  a  little  surprised  at  the  course  of 
the  Senator  from  Iowa  and  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire. The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  says  this  is  not 
a  trust  at  all ;  this  property  was  given  to  thfe  United  States. 
It  was  given  to  the  United  States  by  James  Smithson;  bat 
it  was  given  for  a  particular  purpose,  and  it  is  as  much  a 
trust  as  when  any  testator  bequeaths  property  to  a  particular 
person  for  a  particular  purpose.  The  Congress  of  tne  United 
States  in  1846  passed  an  act  by  which  they  recognized  this 
as  a  trust;  and  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  if  he  means  to  repudiate  the  action  of  this 
Government,  if  he  means  to  repudiate  the  solemn  obligation 
which  this  Government  has  taken  upon  itself?  It  is  a  direct 
act  of  repudiation  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  deny 
that  this  is  a  trust,  and  that  it  is  held  as  a  trust  for  particular 
purposes.    The  act  of  1846,  which  I  have  before  me,  declares : 

*<  That  James  Smithson,  Esq.,  of  London,  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
having  by  his  last  wiU  and  testament  given  the  whole  of  his  property  to  the 
United  States  of  America  to  found  at  Washington,  under  tne  name  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  or 
knowledge  among  men,  and  the  United  States  having,  by  an  act  of  Congress, 
received  said  property  and  accepted  said  trust :  Therefore,  for  the  fUll  execu- 
tion of  said  trust  according  to  the  will  of  the  liberal  and  enlightened  donor, 
Be  it  enacted  J*'  &c. 

Here  is  a  solemn  act  of  Congress  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  property  as  a  trust  fund.  It  was  given  for  the 
purpose  of  founding  "  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  in- 
crease and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men;"  and  the 
Senator  from  Iowa  says  "not  useful  knowledge."  Why, 
sir,  I  thought  that  the  term  ''knowledge"  implied  that  it 
was  a  useful  thing.  I  supposed  that  knowledge  was  valuable : 
that  it  was  what  we  all  sought  to  acquire.  This  property 
was  accepted  in  trust  for  this  identical  purpose ;  and  to  re- 
pudiate it  now,  and  say  it  is  no  trust,  it  is  the  money  of  the 
Government,  and  you  have  a  right  to  squander  it  and  use 
it,  is  as  direct  a  breach  of  faith  as  it  would  be  on  the  part 
of  this  Congress  to  pass  a  law  that  it  would  pay  no  debt 
whatever  that  it  had  created.  It  would  be  the  worst  species 
of  repudiation — worse  than  borrowins^  money  and  refusinty* 
to  pay  it  under  ordinary  circumstances.  The  Government; 
has  accepted  it;  it  has  committed  itself  to  it;  and  this  insti- 
tution had  as  perfect  a  right  to  call  for  the  payment  of  the 
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Interest  as  it  fell  due,  in  coin,  as  liail  any  otlier  creditor  of 
the  Govermnent. 

The  Senator  from  Iowa  wants  to  know  why  a  distinction 
is  to  be  made  between  the  debt  due  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tatioQ  and  a  debt  due  any  other  pei-Ron,  No  distinction  is 
to  be  made.  It  is  the  very  thing  we  do  not  want  to  do.  The 
Governmentof  the  Uuited  States, in  1861,  when  this  rebellion 
troke  out,  owed  some  ninety  niiilion  dollars  :  and  does  not 
tlic  Senator  from  Iowa  know  that  we  paid  the  interest  to 
every  one  of  the  holders  of  that  indebtedness  in  gold? 
Mr.  Grimes.  I  know  we  did  not  do  it  to  the  Indians, 
Mr.  Trumbdll.  You  have  done  it  to  the  Indians  in  many 
instances;  but  because  you  have  wronged  the  Indian,  who 
'cannot  assert  his  rights;  because  you  have  violated  your 
treaties  with  him,  and  by  act  of  Congress  are  changing 
'Katies  every  day,  and  driving  him  from  the  lands  tliatyou 
nt  apart  to  him  and  said  you  would  never  disturb  him  in 
Ihe  possession  of;  because  you  impose  upon  the  Indian,  do 
you  propose  now  to  violate  all  your  contracts?  Yon  are 
'bound  to  pay  the  Indian  in  gold,  if  you  have  agreed  so  to 
pay  him.  Sir,  this  argument  by  which  you  talk  about  not 
paying  the  poor  soldier  in  coin  smacks  a  little  of  a  speech 
Bpon  the  stump,  The  Senator  from  Iowa  votes  here  to  pay 
ibo  foreign  bondholder  in  coin. 

:  In  ray  ophiion  this  amendment  does  not  go  far  enough. 
iThe  reason,  probably,  for  the  introduction  of  the  amend- 
kneut  at  this  time  is  in  consequence  of  a  calamity,  the  de- 
itruction  of  a  part  of  the  Smithsonian  building  within  a  few 
lays  by  fire,  involving  a  very  large  expenditure  to  repair 
Ihe  building:  hut  instead  of  calliug  upon  Congress  for  an 
tetpropriation  for  thni  purpose,  it  was  thought  on  the  part 
jf  the  managers  of  the  institution  they  would  be  enabled 
o  get  along  if  they  received  the  interest  due  the  institution 
Q  coin.'  They  were  entitled  to  receive  it,  and  they  would 
iBve  received  it  in  coin  had  they  insisted  upon  it  heretofore. 
The  only  reason  that  it  has  not  been  insisted  upon,  as  I 
inderstand,  is  that  in  this  great  emergency  of  the  country, 
|s  the  institution  was  able  to  get  along,  tlie  matter  was  not 
iressed  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  never  de- 
ded  the  obligation  of  the  Government  to  pay  in  coin  as 
juucb  upon  this  debt  as  any  other  debt  which  the  Govern- 
Bent  owed.  I  am  informed  by  the  Senator  from  Maine 
Mr.  "Farwell]  that  they  received  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
iry  without  making  a  special  demand  for  the  coin  under  the 
icular  condition  of  things  in  the  country  at  the  time. 
iDBtitation  will  l»e  able,  as  I  understand,  to  repair  the 
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building,  provided  they  receive  what  they  are  entitled  to 
receive ;  and  hence  this  proposition  to  pay  the  interest  in 
coin.  I  shall  move  an  amendment  to  the  propositioD  to 
make  up  the  difference  between  the  currency  which  the 
institution  has  received  and  the  coin  to  which  they  were 
entitled,  in  order  that  they  may  have  the  means  to  repair 
the  building.  I  think  the  Government  is  bound  to  pay  it 
by  every  obligation,  and  particularly  by  the  obligation  wmch 
it  took  upon  itself  when  it  accepted  this  fund. 

But  the  Senator  from  Iowa  brings  in  here  the  fiswt  that 
this  fund  was  invested  in  Arkansas  bonds.  Was  that  the 
fault  of  Smithson  who  made  the  bequest  ?  Whose  fault  wag 
it  if  an  improvident  use  was  made  of  the  funds  of  the  insti- 
tution ?  But  that  question  is  not  now  to  be  settled.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  has  assumed  the  control 
of  this  money,  has  incorporated  this  institution,  has  agreed 
to  pay  the  interest  forever  at  six  per  cent,  upon  the  money 
that  was  placed  in  its  Treasury;  and,  unless  it  means  to  re- 
pudiate this  obligation,  it  is  bound  to  pay  it,  and  it  is  bound 
to  pay  it  in  the  same  currency  that  it  pays  to  other  creditors 
similarly  situated.  That  is  all  that  tne  institution  asks. 
They  probably  would  not  have  pressed  at  this  time  for  the 
payment  in  coin  but  for  the  misfortune  of  the  fire  which 
has  recently  occurred.  I  move  to  amend  the  section  which 
is  pending  by  adding  to  it  the  following: 

And  in  case  the  interest  heretofore  paid  to  said  institution  has  been  pii^ 
in  a  different  currency,  or  of  less  value,  than  that  paid  by  the  GoYemmeDt 
on  other  permanent  debts  or  trust  funds,  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to 
make  up  the  difference  to  said  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  CoLLAMER.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  wish  to  confine 
my  remarks  to  the  amendment  now  under  consideration. 
I  can  see  no  good  reason  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois.  So  far  as  this  institution  have  received  their 
interest  in  any  money  that  was  satisfactory  to  them  when 
they  received  it,  I  consider  it  paid.  In  relation  to  what  has 
not  been  paid  them,  it  undoubtedly  should  be  paid  them,  as 
I  think,  in  coin,  as  is  the  case  with  all  the  trust  funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government. 

But,  sir,  I  rose  more  particularly  to  make  one  remark.  1 
feel  a  good  deal  gratified  at  the  speeches  that  have  been 
made  on  this  subject  this  evening,  and  from  this  considera- 
tion :  Congress,  by  the  votes  of  many  of  the  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  on  this  subject  to-night,  passed  a  law  nearly 
four  years  ago  to  enable  individuals  to  pay  ofiT  their  old  notes  in 
depreciated  paper  at  half  price,  and  we  called  it  a  le^l  tender. 
These  gentlemen  voted  ror  that  measure,  by  which  people 
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were  enabled  to  cheat  their  creditors,  and  by  which  the  Gov- 
ernment never  got  anything,  and  never  will.  But  what  par- 
ticularly gratifies  me  is  this  :  that  while  they  were  willing 
to  make  a  law,  and  it  is  a  standing  law  now,  to  enable  indi- 
viduals to  cheat  their  creditors  by  paying  them  ofiF  in  money 
at  half  price,  they  are  ashamed  to  do  it  on  their  own  account, 
and  will  not  do  any  such  thing;  and  I  hope  they  never  will. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  Davis.     Mr.  President,  I  think  there  is  a  higher  obli- 
gation to  keep  this  bequest  at  its  original  amount  than  any 
hgaX  obligation.     Smithson  was  a  natural  son  of  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland.     He  made  a  declaration  in  connection 
with  this  bequest  that  he  would  render  his  name  more  famous 
than  that  of  the  illustrious  house  to  which  he  was  allied.    He 
executed  a  will,  in  which  he  bestowed  the  whole  of  his  estate 
upon  the  United  States,  in  trust,  to  establish,  as  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Illinois  has  just  read,  an  institution  to  be  located 
in  the  city  of  Washington  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men.     That  was  the  highest  testimony 
'that  that  individual  could  have  rendered  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  United  States  themselves. 
Although  allied  to  an  illustrious  house,  he  gave  all  that  he 
lad  of  worldly  property  to  our  country  and  to  our  Govern- 
inent,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  an  institution  for  the  in- 
crease and  diffusion  of  knowledge.    From  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  bequest  was  made,  and  the  manner  in  which 
its  execution  was  assumed  by  our  Government,  in  my  judg- 
ment, it  creates  a  higher  than  a  legal  obligation  that  the 
amount  and  value  of  this  noble  bequest  shall  ngt  deteriorate 
or  be  reduced  in  amount  in  the  hands  of  those  that  he  charged 
with  the  execution  of  the  trust. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  says,  correctly  no 
doubt,  that  the  reason  why  this  application  is  now  made  at 
this  time  is  because  of  the  misfortune  that  befell  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  a  few  weeks  since.  That  was  in  some 
degree  the  fault  of  the  United  States  Government.  It  had 
property  deposited  for  custody  and  exhibition  in  the  Interior 
Department,  which  was  directed  by  the  oflScers  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  transferred  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
the  same  custody  and  for  similar  exhibition.  This  property 
was  not  properly  attached  to,  or  appended  to,  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution.  The  managers  of  that  institution  received 
the  custody  and  the  possession  of  this  property  reluctantly, 
and  only  because  its  custody  had  been  imposed  upoti  them 
by  the  officials  of  the  United  States  Government.  The 
proper  arrangement  of  that  property  in  one  of  its  halls 
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rendered  necessary  the  making  of  some  repairs  in  the  bsSX 
that  caused  the  making  of  a  fire  in  that  hall,  which  resulted 
in  the  conflagration  of  the  building. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the  nature     of 
the  bequest,  of  the  nobleness  of  the  motives  of  the  testa'tx>T 
who  bequeathed  it,  of  the  high  scientific  purposes  for  wkioli 
it  was  given  to  the  United  States ;  in  view  of  the  great  tr  mjist 
and  confidence  that  was  reposed  by  the  testator  in  the  Q-  o^- 
ernraent,  and  in  the  United  States,  and  in  our  country;  e^nd 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  fire  that  resulted  in  the  burnl.  n^ 
of  the  Smithsonian  building  arose  from  the  impositiorzft.    of 
a  duty  that  did  not  appertain  to  that  institution  at  all,   "the 
United  States  Government  ought  to  hold  itself  bound,    by 
every  obligation  to  keep  the  bequest  at  its  original  value; 
and  that  is  all  that  is  proposed. 

The  Presiding  Officer,  (Mr.  Foot  in  the  chair.)  The 
question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Illixxois 
to  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  adopted;  tlxore 
being,  on  a  division — ayes  twenty-one,  noes  not  counted.. 

The  Presiding  Officer.  The  amendments  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance  are  all  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Hale.  I  find  we  have  got  another  Smithsonian  Ii3^^- 
tution  on  a  smaller  scale  in  this  bill  that  I  want  to  gefc  ^^^ 
of.     I  move  to  strike  out  the  following  clause  : 

For  publishing  the  annual  report  of  the  National  Academy  of  Scie^^*-*^^* 
made  to  Congress,  under  the  act  approved  March  3,  1863,  $6,000. 

If  there  is  no  objection  to  striking  it  out,  I  have  notfc*-^*'^^ 
to  say. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

March  7,  1865.— Mr.  Foot  offered  the  following  re*^^*"^^' 
tion  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  appoint  a  Regent  of  the  S 
sonian  Institution,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in  the  vacancy  now  exl 
in  the  Board  of  Regents. 

The  President  pro  tempore  appointed  Mr.  Fessenden. 

March  8,  1865. — Mr.  Anthony.     I  offer  a  resolutior^        ^^ 
connection  with  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Instituti^--^^' 
It  is  the  usual  annual  resolution  on  the  subject,  and    ^^^^ 
received  the  assent  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  xx^^ 
not,  therefore,  be  referred  to  that  committee : 

Jtesolvedj  That  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithson^^^^vJ 
Institution,  for  18G4,  be  printed ;  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  2,C^^ 
for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  :   Provide,  That  the  nfrffrft?^^^^ 
number  of  pages  in  said  report  shall  not  exceed  450,  without  wood-cuti 
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pl&tet,  except  thota  furnished  by  the  ioititution,  and  that  the  report  b« 
(tereotTped. 

Agreed  to. 

HonsE  OP  Represbntatives,  February  2,  1865. 

The  concurrent  resoIutioQ  from  the  Seriate  of  February 
2,  was  passed. 

February  11,  1865. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Frank,  tbe  joint 
resolution  from  the  Senate  appointing  Geuerat  Kichard 
Dela6eld  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  was  taken 
up  and  passed. 

March  2,  1865. — Mr.  Rice,  of  Maine.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing as  as  additional  amendment  to  the  bill : 

And  be  il/urther  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcasurj-  be  directed 
to  pa;r  the  interest  an  tlio  public  debt  due  the  Smithaonisin  iDetttutioD  in  ths 
■iuae  funds  as  the  interest  on  other  permnnerit  debts  due  by  the  United 
Stales  prior  to  the  present  rebellion  have  bei^a  and  are  paid ;  and  in  case  the 
interest  beretuforo  paid  1«  said  institution  has  been  paid  in  a  different  cur- 
rency and  of  less  value  than  that  paid  bj  the  Oovernment  on  other  perm*- 
Dent  dobta  or  trust  funds,  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  make  up  the 
difference  to  enid  SmithBonian  Institution. 


,  the  word  "gold"  at 
This  is  not 


Mr.  Stevens.     Why  not  put  i 
once? 

Mr,  HoLMAN.  1  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
an  appropriation  in  accordance  with  law,  but  it  is  an  attempt 
to  appropriate  a  specific  sum  of  money  in  gold  instead  of  the 
ordinary  currency  of  the  country. 

The  Chairman.  Tbe  Chair  sustains  the  point  of  order, 
and  rules  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  I 
desire  to  be  heard  a  moment  in  explanation.  This  is  not  an 
appropriation.  It  is  only  a  direction  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  the  interest  on  this  special  fund  in  gold,  as 
it  always  has  been  paid, and  as  it  ought  to  be  paid  now. 

Mr.  WABaBURNE,  of  Illinois.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
Hue  not  the  debate  been  closed  on  this  bill? 

The  Chairman.  It  has,  and  the  Chair  adheres  to  its 
decision. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  wish  the  Chair  could  have  had  the  facta  of  the 
case  before  him  before  he  decided  it.  I  respectfully  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  was.  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand 
as  the  judgment  of  the  committee? 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was 
sustained. 

Mr.  Spalding.  I  move  to  insert  the  following  as  an  ad- 
ditional uectiou : 
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Sec.  — .  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be  appropriated  for  tht 
purpose  of  making  repairs  upon  the  building  of  the  Smithsonian  Xnstita- 
tion,  lately  injured  by  fire,  the  sum  of  $50,000. 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois.  I  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  this  amendment  proposes  to  change  the  existing  law» 
and  is  therefore  out  of  order. 

The  Chairman.     The  Chair  sustains  the  point  of  order. 
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Senate,  March  22, 1866. 

Mr.  HowB.  The  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  have 
instructed  me  to  report  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  transfer  of 
the  custody  of  the  library  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to 
the  library  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Sumner.  I  am  very  much  interested  in  that  question. 
I  have  paid  some  little  attention  to  the  subject  in  advance, 
and  I  should  really  like  to  see  the  bill  in  print.  I  do  not 
wish  to  make  any  objection,  but  I  think  it  had  better  lie 
over. 

Mr.  Howe.  Certainly,  that  is  a  very  reasonable  request. 
I  cannot  ask  to  have  it  considered. 

The  President  /tto  tempore.  It  will  lie  over  under  the 
rule. 

March  27, 1866. — The  President  pro  tempore.  If  there  be 
no  further  morning  business,  the  Chair  will  call  up  the  un- 
finished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Howe.     Is  that  now  regularly  before  the  Senate. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  It  is  not  regularly  before  the 
Senate  until  one  o'clock,  but  if  there  be  no  other  business 
the  Chair  will  call  it  up. 

Mr.  Howe.  Then  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  216. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S.  No.  216)  to 
provide  for  the  transfer  of  the  custody  of  the  library  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  to  the  library  of  Congress,  was  read 
a  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
It  provides  that  the  library  collected  by  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution, under  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  August 
10,  1846,  shall  be  removed  from  the  building  of  that  insti- 
tution, with  the  consent  of  the  regents,  to  the  new  fire-proof 
extension  of  the  library  of  Congress,  upon  completion  of  a 
sufficient  portion  for  its  accommodation,  and  while  there 
deposited,  it  is  to  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  as  the 
library  of  Congress,  except  as  provided  in  this  bill. 
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When  the  library  shall  have  been  so  removed  and  depos- 
ited, the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  to  have  the  use  of  it  in 
like  manner  as  it  is  now  used,  and  the  public  is  to  have  ac- 
cess thereto  for  purposes  of  consultation  on  every  ordinary 
week-day,  except  during  one  month  of  each  year,  when  it 
may  be  closed  for  renovation.  All  the  books,  maps  and 
charts  of  the  Smithsonian  library  are  to  be  properly  cared 
for  and  preserved  in  like  manner  as  are  those  of  the  Con- 
gressional library,  from  which  the  Smithsonian  library  is 
not  to  be  removed,  except  on  reimbursement  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  of 
expenses  incurred  in  binding  and  in  taking  care  of  it,  or 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be  mutually  agreed 
xipon  by  Congress  and  the  regents. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution,  through  its  Secretary,  is  to 
liave  the  use  of  the  library  of  Congress,  subject  to  the  same 
^regulations  as  Senators  and  Representatives.  The  Libra- 
xian  of  Congress  is  to  be  authorized  to  employ  two  additional 
assistants,  who  are  to  receive  a  yearly  compensation  of  $800 
«nd  $1,000,  respectively,  commencing  July  1, 1866;  and  the 
eum  of  $500,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is 
appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  removal  provided 
:lbr  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Howe.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  in  section  two,  line 
©ix,  by  inserting  the  words  "  in  the  recess  of  Congress"  after 
"the  word  "year,"  so  that  it  will  read : 

That  when  such  library  shall  have  been  so  removed  and  deposited,  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  shall  have  the  use  thereof  in  like  manner  as  it  is  now 
'^ised,  and  the  public  shall  have  access  thereto  for  purposes  of  consultation  on 
«very  ordinary  week-day,  except  during  one  month  of  each  year  in  the  re- 
of  Congress,  when  it  may  be  closed  for  renovation. 


The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hendricks.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin whether  this  bill  contemplates  the  permanent  transfer 
of  these  books  to  the  Congressional  library?  These  books 
l)elong  to  the  Smithsonian  trust  fund,  which  I  think  ought 
not  to  be  diverted. 

Mr.  Howe.  The  Senator  will  see,  if  he  looks  over  the 
l)ill,  that  it  does  not  transfer  the  title  of  the  books.  It  is 
the  custody  of  the  books  that  is  transferred  to  the  Congres- 
sional library  for  safe-keeping,  as  well  as  for  the  better 
accommodation  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Trumbull.  I  will  state  to  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
that  this  is  a  mutual  arrangement  entered  into  between  the 
Eegents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  the  Committee 
on  the  Library,  satisfactory  to  both  parties.    It  is  thought  to 
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be  safer  to  have  them  deposited  there.  There  is  danger  of 
them  at  present,  as  the  building  in  which  they  are  is  not 
fire-proof. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended,  and  the 
amendment  concurred  in.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading;  was  read  the  third  tinie,  and 
passed. 

May  7,  1866. — Annual  report,  for  1865,  presented. 

Mr.  Trumbull  moved  the  printing  of  5,000  extra  copies. 

May  9,  1866. — Mr.  Anthony,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved^  That  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  year  1865,  be  printed ;  2,000  for  the  use  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate :  Provided, 
That  the  aggregate  number  of  pages  contained  in  said  report  shall  not  exceed 
450  pages,  without  wood-cuts  or  plates,  except  those  furnished  by  the  insti- 
tution. 

r 

February  1,  1867. — Mr.  Fessenden.  There  is  a  little 
bill  on  the  table  (House,  January  31,  1867,)  which  has 
come  in  from  the  House  that  I  should  like  very  much 
to  take  up  and  have  passed  if  no  Senator  has  any  objection 
to  it,  because  it  is  rather  necessary  that  it  should  be  passed 
at  once,  if  at  all.  It  relates  to  the  funds  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  aud  the  regents  of  that  institution  are  now  in 
session  in  this  city  and  would  like  probably  to  take  some 
action  under  the  bill.  It  is  very  short,  and  if  there  be  no 
objection  I  should  like  to  have  it  taken  up  and  acted  upon. 
I  have  examined  it,  and  do  not  see  any  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  Sherman.  I  should  like  to  inquire  where  the  fund 
has  been  heretofore.     Has  it  been  in  the  Treasury  ? 

Mr.  Fessenden.  No,  sir ;  it  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary.  Under  the  bequest  of  Smithson  there  was  a  sum 
that  was  to  come  to  the  institution  upon  the  death  of  a  cer- 
tain person,  and  that  person  died  just  about  the  time  I 
happened  to  be  in  the  Treasury,  and  therefore  I  know  the 
facts.  This  bill  simply  provides  that  this  money  shall  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  disposed  of  precisely  in  accord- 
ance with  the  original  act  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of 
Smithson 's  bequest. 

Mr.  Sherman.    I  have  no  objection  to  it  at  all. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

February  26,  1867. — Senate  resolution  to  provide  for  the 
exchange  of  certain  documents  with  foreign  countries,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed ;  as  follows  : 


THIRTY-NINTH   CONGRESS,    1865-67.  707 

Beaohedf  ^c,  That  fifty  copies  of  all  documents  hereafter  printed  hj 
order  of  either  House  of  Congress,  and  fifty  copies  additional  of  all  docu- 
ments printed  in  excess  of  the  usual  number,  together  with  fifty  copies  of 
«ach  publication  issued  by  any  department  or  bureau  of  the  Oovernment, 
l>e  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  who  shall 
exchange  the  same,  through  the  agency  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for 
«uch  works  published  in  foreign  countries,  and  especially  by  foreign  gov- 
'emments,  as  may  be  deemed  by  said  committee  an  equivalent ;  said  works 
to  be  deposited  in  the  library  of  Congress. 

February  26,  1867. — Annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  for  1866,  was  presented. 

Mr.  Trumbull  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies  be  printed. 

March  1,  1867. — Mr.  Anthony,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  offered  the  following  resolution ;  which  was 
agreed  to : 

Reaolvedf  That  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  for  the  year  1866,  be  printed ;  2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smith- 
•onian  Institution,  and  8,000  for  tne  use  of  the  Senate ;  and  that  said  report 
be  stereotyped :  Provided^  That  the  aggregate  number  of  pages  contained 
in  said  report  shall  not  exceed  450,  without  wood-cuts  or  plates,  except 
those  furnished  bv  the  institution. 

House  of  Representatives,  March  9, 1866. 

Mr.  Patterson  introduced  a  bill  for  the  transfer  of  the 
Smithsonian  library,  which  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library. 

April  2, 1866. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Rutherford  B.  Hates, 
by  unanimous  consent,  Senate  bill  to  provide  for  the  trans- 
fer of  the  custody  of  the  library  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution to  the  library  of  Congress,  was  taken  from  the 
Speaker's  table,  and  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  Hayes.  The  Committee  on  the  Library  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and  it  was  ac- 
cordingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Hayes  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it  was 
passed;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  is  as  follows  : 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  library  collected  by  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion under  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  August  tenth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-six,  shall  be  removed  from  the  building  of  said  institution, 
with  the  consent  of  the  regents  thereof,  to  the  new  fire-proof  extension  of 
the  library  of  Congress,  upon  completion  of  a  sufficient  portion  thereof  for 
its  accommodation,  and  shall,  while  there  deposited,  be  subject  to  the  same 
regulations  as  the  library  of  Congress,  except  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enactat.  That  wnen  such  library  shall  have  been 
so  removed  and  deposited,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  shall  have  the  use 
thereof  in  like  manner  as  it  is  now  used,  and  the  public  shall  have  access  thereto 
for'  purposes  of  consultation  on  every  ordinary  week  day  except  during  one 


708  CONGRESSIONAL   PROCEEDINGS. 

month  of  each  year,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  when  it  may  be  closed  for 
renovation.  All  Uie  books,  maps,  and  charts  of  the  Smithsonian  library 
shall  be  properly  cared  for  and  preserved  in  like  manner  as  are  those  of  the 
Congressional  library,  from  wnich  the  Smithsonian  library  shiJl  not  be 
removed  except  on  reimbursement  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  of  expenses  incurred  in  binding  and  in  tak« 
ing  care  of  the  same,  or  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be  mutually 
agreed  upon  by  Congress  and  the  regents  of  said  institution. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
through  its  secretary,  shall  have  the  use  of  the  library  of  Congress,  subject 
to  the  same  regulations  as  Senators  and  Kepresentatives. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  tne  librarian  of  Congress  shall  be 
authorized  to  employ  two  additional  assistants,  who  shall  receive  a  yearly 
compensation  of  eignt  hundred  dollars,  and  one  thousand  dollars,  res[>eo- 
tivefy,  commencing  July  one,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-six,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  m  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

S£C.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacUd^  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  aefray  the  expenses 
of  the  removal  herein  provided  for. 

May  7,  1866. — Annual  report,  for  1865,  presented. 

Mr.  Garfield  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies  be  printed. 

June  8, 1866. — Mr.  Laplin,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, submitted  the  following  resolution ;  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  6,000  extra  copies  of  the  last  report  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  be  printed ;  2,000  for  the  use  of  the  institution,  and  8,000  for 
the  use  of  the  members  of  this  House. 

Fehncary  1, 1867. — The  following'memorial  was  presented 
to  Congress : 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives^  ^c.  .•  The  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  have  directed  the  undersigned 
to  transmit  to  your  honorable  body  the  resolution  herewith  appended,  and 
to  solicit  the  passage  of  an  act  in  accordance  therewith. 

It  is  known  to  your  honorable  body  that  the  original  sum  received  into 
the  United  States  Treasury  from  the  beouest  of  James  Smithson,  of  Eng- 
land, was  $515,169,  which  was  considered  a  trust  fund,  the  interest  alone  to 
be  applied  to  carrying  out  the  purpose  of  the  testator,  viz:  "  The  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men." 

This,  however,  was  not  the  whole  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  the  sum 
of  £5,015  sterling  having  been  left  by  Hon.  R.  Rush,  the  agent  of  the 
United  States,  as  the  principal  of  an  annuity  to  the  mother  of  uie  nephew 
of  Smithson. 

The  annuitant  having  died,  the  sum  of  $26,210.63  has  been  received  from 
this  source,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  no  provision  having  been  made  in  the  act  of  Auijust 
10,  1846,  establishing  the  institution,  for  the  disposition  of  this  remainder 
of  the  legacy,  your  memorialists,  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  now 
ask  that  it  be  added  to  the  original  bequest  on  the  same  terms ;  and  that 
the  increase  which  has  arisen  from  interest  or  otherwise  on  the  sum  before 
mentioned,  also  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United 
States,  bo  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Regents  for  assisting  to  defray  the 
expense  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  building,  and  for  other  objects  of  the 
institution. 

And  your  memorialists  would  further  ask  that  the  Board  of  Regents  be 
allowed  to  place  in  tho  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  same  tenni 
as  the  original  bequest,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  accrue  from  savings  ot 
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iDcome  And  from  other  «ourcee,  provided  tlie  whole  amount  thus  recaived  I 
into  the  Treasury  Bhall  nut  ciceed  one  million  dollars. 

The  sole  object  of  this  requeet  is  the  permanent  investment  and  perpetual 
■ecuritf  ot  the  entire  SmithaoniaD  bei^uest  and  such  other  miat  aa  may  ba 
M^;umulatcd  from  Buvings  of  accrued  intcrust,  legacies,  &c. 

And  your  memorialiatB  will  ever  prav,  &c. 

»S.  P.  CHASE, 
Charteellor. 
JOSEPH  HENRY, 
SeeretfFy  Smifhmnian  InafUution. 

JU»olvtd,  j'c,  That  an  ipplieation  bo  made  to  Congress  for  an  act  authoT> 
izing  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  receive  into  the  Treasury,  on 
(he  Game  terms  as  the  original  bequest,  the  residuary  legacy  of  Jame* 
8mithaon,  now  in  United  States  bonds  in  the  hands  of  said  Treasurer, 
namely,  $26,210.63,  together  with  such  other  sums  as  the  Hegents  may 
from  time  to  time  see  fit  to  deposit,  not  exceeding,  with  the onginul  bequest, 
the  sum  of  $1,000,000;  and  that  the  income  which  has  accrued  or  may  ac- 
crue from  said  residuary  legacy  be  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  tha 
interest  on  the  original  bequeit. 

Mr.  Patterbon  introdaced'the  following  bill ;  which  was 


Bt  it  eriaeted,  ^e..  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bo,  and  ha  ii 
bereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  receive  into  the  Treasury,  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  original  bequest,  the  residuary  legacy  of  James  Sraithson,  now 
in  United  States  bonds,  in  the  hands  of  said  Secretary,  namolj- :  twenty-six 
thousand  two  bundri'd  and  ten  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents,  together  wiUi 
■uch  other  sums  as  the  regents  may  from  time  to  time  see  fit  to  deposit,  not 
exceeding,  with  the  original  bequest,  the  turn  of  one  million  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  bt  if  further  enacted,  That  the  increase  which  has  accrued, 
or  which  may  herciiftcr  accrue,  from  said  residuary  legacy,  shall  be  upplied 
by  tha  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  interest  on  the  original  bequest,  in  accordanoo  with  the  nroTlsions  of 
;t  of  August  tenth,  eigbteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  establishing  said 


I 


I 


February  23,  1867.— The  clerk  read  aa  foUowa: 


Mr.  Patterson.  Imove  to  amend  the  paragraph  just  realL 
by  omitting  the  word  "four"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof] 
"ten,"  8o  aa  to  increase  the  appropriation  to  J10,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Ffbruary  27,  1867. — Annual  report  for  1866,  presented. 

Mr.  Qarfield  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies  be  printed. 

Februari/  28,  1867. — Mr,  Laflin,  from  the  OumiaidM 
on  Printiug,  offered  the  following  resolution,  wbidi  ^m 
adopted : 

Raohed,  That  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  last  report  of  At  f 
,ian  Institution  bo  printed  ;  2,000  for  the  use  of  the  SmJtl       '      " 
_.   a.  and  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  Hou 
jao  stereotyped. 


I 
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March  2, 1867. — The  House  rejected  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  providing  for  the  exchange  of  public  docu- 
ments. Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Laflin,  the  House 
reconsidered  its  action,  and  passed  the  resolution. 

March  7,  1867. — The  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Luke  P. 
Poland,  of  Vermont,  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, to  fill  the  vacancjwoccasioned  by  the  election  of  Mr. 
J.  W.  Patterson  to  the  XJnited  States  Senate. 


PORTIBTH  CONGRESS. 

Senate,  January  6,  1868. 
Mr.  Trumbull  oflfered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved  ^c,  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  of  the  class  ''  other  than  members  of  Congress  "  be  filled 
by  the  apnointment  of  Theodore  D.  Woolsey  of  Connecticut,  William  B. 
Astor  of  i^ew  York,  John  Maclean  of  New  Jersey,  and  Peter  Parker  of 
the  city  of  Washington. 

January  7, 1868. — The  above  resolution  was  adopted. 

May  2,  1868. — The  President  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  (See 
House,  May  1,  1868.) 

May  29,  1868. — Annual  report,  for  1867,  was  presented. 
Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  print  5,000  extra  copies. 

May  30,  1868. — Mr.  Anthony,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  6,000  additional  copies  of  tho  report  of  tlio  Smithsonian 
Institution,  for  the  year  18G7,  be  printed ;  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and 
2,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  that  the  said  report 
be  stereotyped  :  Provided,  That  tho  aggregate  number  of  pa^es  of  said  report 
shall  not  exceed  450,  without  illustrations,  except  those  furniahed  by  tho 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

Jane  16,  1868. — Mr.  Harlan  presented  a  report  of  tho 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Re«rents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  on  the  influences  of  the  Washington  city  canal 
on  the  health  of  tho  population  of  the  city;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

(See  Smithsonian  Report,  for  1868,  page  111,  and  Senate  Mis.  Doc.  No. 
96,  40th  Congress,  2d  Sess.) 
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January  22,  1869. — Mr.   Wilson  offered  the  following 
'isolation ;  which  was  adopted : 

Benolvedf  ^c,  That  Louis  Agassiz,  of  Cambridge,  Mafisachusetts,  be,  and 
\  is  hereby,  reappointed  a  Regent  of  the  Smitl^onian  Institution  to  fill 
e  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  his  present  term. 

Fehrvary  13, 1869. — Annual  report  for  1868,  presented, 
xid  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Fessenden  offered  a  resolution  to  have  additional 
opies  printed. 

March  1, 1869. — Mr.  Anthony,  from  the  Committee  on 
rinting,  reported  the  following  resolution ;    which  was 
dopted: 


Resolvedj  That  6,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
»r  the  year  1868,  be  printed  ;  8,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  2,000  for 
^  le  use  of  the  institution  ;  ana  that  said  report  be  stereotyped :  Provided^ 
"-•J'liat  the  aggregate  number  of  pages  of  saia  report  shall  not  exceed  460, 
"^^Ithout  illustrations,  except  those  mrnished  by  the  institution. 

House  of  Representatives,  January  7, 1868. 

The  Speaker  announced  the  appointment,  as  Regents  of 
lie  Smithsonian  Institution,  of  Mr.  Jas.  A.  Garfield  of  Ohio, 

r.  L.  P.  Poland  of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  J.  V.  L.  Pruyn,  of 
^K'ew  York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garfield. the  Senate  resolution  of 
anuary  7th,  to  appoint  Messrs.  Woolsey,  Astor,  McLean 
nd  Parker,  as  regents,  was  adopted. 

JPebruary  27,  1868. — The  civil  appropriation  bill  being 
der  consideration,  the  clerk  read : 

Smithsonian  Institution:  "For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the 
Exploring  and  surveying  expeditions  of  the  Gk>vernment,  $1,QOO.'' 

Mr.  Poland.    I  move  to  amend  the  paragraph  just  read 
>)y  striking  out  "$1,000"  and  inserting  "  $6,000."     I  appre- 
^end  that  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  had  not,  proba- 
>)ly,  looked  into  the  history  of  this  annual  appropriation  to 
~t;he  Smithsonian  Institution  for  taking  care  of  these  collec- 
Itions  of  the  Government  when  they  concluded  to  report  this 
^um.    These  collections  were  kept  in  the  Patent  Office  build- 
ing up  to  1857,  and  were  then  much  smaller  than  they  are 
xiow.     An  annual  appropriation  of  $4,000  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  care  of  these  collections  was  made  from  1842  to 
1857.     In  1857  the  room  occupied  for  that  purpose  in  the 
Patent  Office  building  was  needed  for  other  purposes,  for 
models,  &c.,  and  these  collections  were  then  removed  to  the 
Smithsonian  building,  where  they  have  since  been  kept. 
An  annual  appropriation  of  $4,000  for  their  preservation 
was  made  from  1857  to  last  year,  when  the  sum  was  in- 
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creased  to  $10,000.  These  collections  have  been  very  largely 
increased ;  they  have  been  doubled ;  in  fact,  they  have  been 
quadrupled,  since  they  were  removed  to  the  Smithsonian 
building,  and  the  expense  of  taking  care  of  them  has  been 
very  largely  increased  in  consequence  of  the  general  increase 
of  the  prices  of  labor,  fuel,  and  everything  that  goes  to  make 
up  that  expense.  Even  if  the  amount  of  labor  had  not  been 
increased  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  the  collections, 
the  appropriation,  which  from  1842  to  1866  was  $4,000, 
ought  to  be  increased  to  at  least  $6,000. 

The  fund  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  whatever  it  may 
be,  is  a  fixed  sum,  and  in  consequence  of  the  great  increase 
in  the  prices  of  everything,  it  is  not  now  worth  more  than 
half  as  much  to  the  institution  as  it  was  formerly.  A  very 
large  portion  of  the  income  from  the  fund  for  the  institution 
for  the  last  two  years  has  had  to  be  expended  in  refitting 
and  repairing  the  building,  rendered  necessary  by  the  de- 
structive and  ruinous  fire  that  occurred  there  in  1865.  It 
seems  to  me  there  can  be  no  question  but  what  the  appro- 
priation for  this  purpose  should  be  at  least  $6,000. 

Mr.  TJpsoN.  Who  has  the  disbursing  of  this  money,  and 
what  account  is  ever  rendered  to  anyone  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  expended  ? 

Mr.  Poland.  It  is  disbursed  under  the  care  of  Professor 
Henry,  one  of  the  most  prudent  men  in  the  country,  and 
it  is  all  reviewed  by  the  Board  of  Regents. 

Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois.  The  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations thought  that  $1,000  a  year  was  about  as  much  as 
the  people  of  this  country  desire  to  pay  to  preserve  the  col- 
lections of  the  exploring  and  surveying  expeditions  of  the 
Government.  The  amount  appropriated  heretofore  has  been 
much  larger,  as  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Poland] 
has  said.  I  had  a  conversation  this  morning  with  Professor 
Henry,  who  stated  to  me  how  this  appropriation  was  to  be 
used.  From  what  he  told  mc,  I  am  willing  to  admit  that 
there  should  be  appropriated  a  much  larger  sum  than  the 
committee  have  reported  in  this  bill,  though  not  so  much 
as  $6,000,  as  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  has  proposed. 
The  Professor  himself  expressed  himself  satisfied  with 
$4,000,  the  usual  annual  appropriation  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Poland.  It  may  be  true  that  Professor  Henry  did 
not  desire  to  have  the  friends  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion to  get  into  a  controversy  with  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  Washburne,]  for  be  knew  too  well  how  much 
was  involved  in  that;  and,  "  to  buy  his  peace,*'  as  lawyers 
say,  he  agreed  to  take  §4,000  instead  of  asking  for  $6,000. 
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He  tells  me,  and  I  have  no  doubt  tells  the  gentleman,  that 
$6,000  is  needed,  and  that  he  ou^ht  to  have  it. 

Mr.  Washburnb,  of  Illinois.  I  understood  that  he  would 
be  entirely  satisfied  with  $4,000.  And  I  will  say  that,  instead 
of  losing  anything  by  any  controversy  with  me,  he  would 
certainlv  obtain  an  additional  amount  here  by  getting  into 
any  sucn  controversy.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
[\ir.  Poland]  consent  to  modify  the  amendment  by  making 
the  amount  $4,000  ? 

Mr.  Poland.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  Pruyn.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  pro  forma  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  making  the  amount  $7,500.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  corroborate  in  all  substantial  particulars  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Poland.] 
It  is  quite  impossible  that  these  collections  can  be  taken  care 
of  for  a  less  sum  than  five  or  six  thousand  dollars.  They 
occupy  the  large  hall  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the 
best  part  of  the  whole  building.  The  rent  of  such  a  room 
anywhere  else  in  this  city  would  cost  as  much  as  the  appro- 
priation asked  for.  If  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  will  agree 
to  an  appropriation  of  $5,000, 1  will  modify  my  amendment 
80  as  to  name  that  sum. 

Mr.  Washburnb,  o^ Illinois.  No,  sir;  $4,000  is  the  usual 
appropriation,  and  I  see  no  reason  why,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  our  finances,  we  should  increase  it 

Mr.  Pruyn.  I  withdraw  my  amendment;  but  I  hope  the 
committee  will  agree  to  vote  at  least  $6,000  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Sblye.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. I  would  like  to  know  of  what  this  institution  consists. 
1  would  like  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Pruyn]  or 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Poland]  to  tell  us  how 
many  of  his  constituents  ever  saw  this  institution,  or  ever 
will  see  it,  or  ever  want  to  see  it  ?  It  is  enough  to  make  any 
man  or  woman  sick  to  visit  that  institution.  No  one  can 
expect  to  get  any  benefit  from  it.  I  am  opposed,  sir,  to 
taxing  my  constituents  $7,000  a  year  to  keep  up  any  such 
institution. 

Mr.  Poland.  In  accordance  with  what  seems  to  be  the 
wish  of  gentlemen  around  me,  I  modify  my  amendment  so 
as  to  make  the  amount  $5,000. 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Poland,  as  modified,  there 
were — ayes  50,  noes  53. 

Mr.  Poland  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Messrs.  Spalding  and  Selye 
were  appointed. 
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The  committee  divided ;  and  the  tellers  reported — ayes 
40,  noes  55. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TwiCHELL.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  "  one  " 
and  inserting  "four ; "  so  as  to  make  the  paragraph  read : 

For  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  Burvejing 
expeditions  of  the  Government,  $4,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

May  1,  1868. — ^The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  communication  from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution ;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Garfield, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  : 

To  the  horwrahle  the  Senate  and  House  of^  Representatives,  fe,  .*  In  behalf 
of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  undersigned 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  to  your  honorable  body  the  following 
statement,  and  to  solicit  such  action  in  regard  to  it  as  may  be  deemed  Just 
and  proper : 

The  act  of  Confess  organizing  the  institution  ordered  the  erection  of  a 
building  which  should  accommodate,  on  a  liberal  scale,  besides  a  library 
and  a  gallery  of  art,  a  museum,  consisting  of  all  the  specimens  of  natural 
history,  geology,  and  art,  which  then  belonged  to  the  Grovemment,  or  which 
might  thereafter  come  into  its  possession  by  exchange  or  otherwise.  AI* 
though  the  majority  of  the  Kcgents  did  not  consider  the  maintenance  of 
these  objects  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  intention  of  Smithson,  as  inferred 
from  a  strict  interpretation  of  the  terms  of  his  will,  yet  in  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  Congress  they  proceeded  to  erect  a  building  of  the  neces- 
sary dimensions,  and  "to  take  cnarge  of  the  Government  collections. 

The  erection  and  muintenance  of  so  large  and  expensive  an  edifice,  in- 
volving an  outlay  of  $450,000,  and  the  charge  of  the  Government  museum, 
have  proved  a  grievous  burden  on  the  institution,  increjising  from  year  to 
year,  which,  had  not  its  effects  been  counteracted  by  a  judicious  manage- 
ment of  the  funds,  would  have  paralyzed  the  legitimate  operations  of  the 
establishment,  and  frustrated  the  evident  intention  of  Smitnson. 

It  is  true  that  Congress,  at  the  time  the  specimens  were  transferred  to  the 
institution,  granted  an  appropriation  of  $4,000  for  their  care  and  preserva- 
tion, that  being  the  equivulent  of  the  estimated  cost  of  the  maintenance  of 
these  collections  in  the  Patent  Office,  where  they  had  previously  been  ex- 
hibited. But  this  sum,  from  the  rise  in  prices  and  the  expansion  of  the 
museum  by  the  specimens  obtained  from  about  fifty  exploring  expeditions 
ordered  bv  Congress,  scarcely  more  than  defrays,  at  the  present  time,  one- 
third  of  tlie  annual  expense.  In  this  estimate  no  account  is  taken  of  the 
rent  of  the  part  of  the  building  devoted  to  the  museum  of  the  Government, 
which,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  would  bo  $20,000  per  annum. 

Besides  the  large  expenditure  which  has  already  been  made  on  the  build- 
ing, at  least  $50^000  more  will  bo  required  to  finish  the  largo  hall  in  the 
second  story,  necessary  for  the  full  display  of  the  specimens  of  the  Govern- 
ment. But  the  Regents  do  not  think  it  judicious  further  to  embarrass  the 
active  operations  for  several  years  to  come,  by  devoting  a  largo  part  of  the 
income  to  this  object,  and  have,  therefore,  concluded  to  allow  this  room  to 
remain  unfinished  until  other  means  are  provided  for  completing  it. 

It  is  not  by  its  castellated  building  nor  the  exhibition  of  the  museum  of 
the  Government  that  the  institution  has  achieved  its  present  reputation,  nor 
by  the  collection  and  display  of  material  objects  of  any  kind  that  it  has 
vindicated  the  intelligence  and  good  faith  of  the  Government  in  the  admin- 
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istration  of  the  trust ;  it  is  b^  its  explorations,  its  researches,  its  publica- 
tions, its  distribution  of  specimens  and  its  exchanges,  constituting  it  an 
active,  living  organization,  that  it  has  rendered  itself  favorably  known  in 
every  part  of  the  civilized  world,  has  made  contributions  to  almost  every 
branch  of  science,  and  brought  more  than  ever  before  into  immediate  and 
friendly  relations  the  Old  and  the  New  Worlds. 

A  central  museum  for  a  complete  representation  of  the  products  of 
America,  with  such  foreign  specimens  as  may  be  reouired  for  comparison 
and  generalization,  is  of  great  importance,  particularlv  as  a  means  of  devel- 
oping and  illustrating  our  industrial  resources,  as  well  as  of  facilitating  the 
study  of  the  relations  of  our  geology,  mineralogy,  flora  and  fauna,  to  those 
of  the  Old  World.  But  the  Senefit  of  such  an  establishment  is  principally 
confined  to  this  country,  and  does  not  partake  of  the  cosmopolitan  charac- 
ter of  an  institution  such  as  Smithson  intended  to  founo,  and  therefore 
otught  not  to  be  supported  from  his  bequest. 

The  Board  of  Regents  are  confident  that  upon  a  fiill  consideration  of  the 
case,  your  honorable  body  will  grant  an  adequate  support  for  the  collections 
of  the  Government,  and  also  an  appropriation  for  finishing  the  repairs  of 
the  building,  and  eventually,  when  the  financial  condition  of  the  country 
will  permit,  for  the  independent  maintenance  of  a  national  museum. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  said,  to  recall  the 
&ct  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has  transferred,  without  cost,  to  the 
library  of  Congress,  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  complete  collections  of 
the  transactions  of  scientific  and  learned  societies  and  serial  publications  in 
existence,  consisting  of  at  least  50,000  works,  which,  with  the  annual  con- 
tinuations of  the  same  series,  must  render  Washington  a  centre  of  scientific 
knowledge,  and  the  library  itself  worthy  of  the  nation ;  and  that  it  has 
idso  presented  to  the  Government  its  valuable  collection  of  specimens  of 
art,  illustrating  the  history  of  engraving  from  the  earliest  periods.  It  is 
prepared  to  render  a  similar  service  to  a  national  museum,  by  the  exchanges 
from  foreign  museums  to  which  it  has  been  a  liberal  contributor,  and  which 
may  be  obtained  as  soon  as  means  are  provided  for  their  transportation 
and  accommodation. 

It  may  also  be  mentioned  that  the  institution  has  rendered  important 
service  to  the  Government  through  the  scientific  investigations  it  has  made 
in  connection  with  the  operations  of  the  different  departments,  and  it  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that,  through  the  labors  of  its  officers,  it  has  been  the 
means  of  saving  millions  of  dollars  to  the  national  Treasury. 

In  conclusion,  your  memorialists  b^  leave  to  represent,  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Regents,  that  the  usual  annual  appropriation  of  $4,000  is  wholly  in- 
adequate to  the  cost  of  preparing,  preserving,  and  exhibiting  the  specimens, 
the  actual  expenditure  for  that  purpose  in  1867  having  been  over  $12,000; 
and  they  take  Uie  liberty  of  respectfully  urging  on  your  honorable  body 
the  expediency  of  increasing  it  to  $10,000,  and  that  a  further  sum  of  $25,000 
be  appropriated  at  this  session  of  Congress  towards  the  completion  of  the 
hall  required  for  the  Government  collections. 

And  vour  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Chancellor  Smitksoman  IfutUution, 

JOSEPH  HENRY, 
Secretary  SmUhmmian  JntHtutum, 

May  29,  1868. — Annual  report,  for  1867,  presented. 
Mr.  Garfield  moved  to  print  5,000  extra  copies. 

Jane  5,  1868. — Mr.  Laflix,  from  Committee  on  Printing, 
reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,    That  there  be  printed  5.000  extra  copiei  of  the  report  of  the 
Smithsonian  lastitution  ;  3,000  for  the  use  of  the  House,  and  2,000  fbr  th* 
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institution ;   the  same  to  be  stereotyped,  at  the  expense  horetofbre  pK^ 
Tided  for. 

July  25, 1868. — The  following  resolution  was  passed : 

Resolved f  ^e.,  That  the  Congressional  Printer,  whenever  he  shall  be  to 
directed  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  be,  and  ho  hereby  if,  di* 
rected  to  print  fifty  copies,  in  addition  to  the  regular  number,  of  all  docu- 
ments hereafter  printed  by  order  of  either  House  of  Congress,  or  hj  oidsr 
of  any  department  or  bureau  of  the  Government,  and  whenever  he  duJl 
be  so  directed  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  one-iiundnd 
copies  additional  of  all  documents  ordered  to  be  printed  in  excess  of  the 
usual  number  ;  said  fifty  or  one  hundred  copies  to  be  delivered  to  the  labn^ 
rian  of  Congress,  to  be  exchanged,  under  direction  of  the  Joint  Committee 
on  the  Library,  as  provided  by  joint  resolution  approved  March  2, 1867. 

Sec.  2.  Ana  be  it  further  resolved^  That  fifty  copies  of  each  publication 
printed  under  direction  of  any  department  or  bureau  of  the  Government 
whether  at  the  Congressional  Printing  Office  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  plsou 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  said  resolution. 

February  13, 1869. — ^Annual  report  of  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, for  1868,  presented,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pruyn  offered  a  resolution  to  have  5,000  extra  copies 
printed. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  moved  to  increase  the  number  of  extra 
copies  to  10,000,  on  account  of  the  value  of  the  document 

February  27,  1869. — Mr.  Laflin,  from  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved f  That  there  he  printed  6,000  extra  copies  of  the  import  of  tbe 
Smithsonian  Institution  ;  8,000  for  the  use  of  the  House,  and  2,000  for  the 
use  of  the  institution ;  the  same  to  he  stereotyped,  at  the  expense  heretofoif 
provided  for. 

March  1, 1869. — The  House  having  under  consideration 
the  miscellaneous  appropriation  bill,  the  clerk  read  the  fol- 
lowing amendment : 

for  the  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  exploring  and  sorreying 
expeditions  of  the  (Government,  $4,000. 

Mr.  Garfield.  I  move  to  amend  this  paragraph  by 
striking  out  "  $4,000  "  and  inserting  "  $10,000.'^  And  I 
wish  briefly  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  facta  upon  which  I  base  my  motion. 

In  1846,  when  the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  founded, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  by  a  law  of  Congress, 
transferred  to  that  institution  all  the  articles  now  belonging 
to  the  museum  which  the  Government  then  owned.  At 
that  time  it  was  costing  $4,000  a  year  to  take  care  of  and 
preserve  those  articles.  Since  then  a  great  number  of  ex* 
ploring  expeditions  have  been  sent  out  by  the  Government, 
and  largo  additions  have  been  made  to  the  museum ;  and 
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the  actual  coat  of  taking  care  of  and  keeping  the  articles 
which  the  Government  now  owns  amounts  to  more  than 
$10,000  a  year.  Having  imposed  this  duty  upon  the  Smith- 
sonian Iiiatitntion,  it  is  wrong  for  the  Government  to  ask 
thatinatitutiontopay  $6,000  out  of  its  own  fund — donated  by 
a  foreigner  to  the  cause  of  science  in  this  country — for  the 
care,  preservation,  and  custody  of  Government  property, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  use  of  the  building  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Maynard.  What  are  the  items  of  the  expenditure 
for  that  purpose  ?  It  certainly  is  not  all  for  personal  super- 
vision. 

Mr,  Qakfield.  Only  bo  far  as  the  Board  of  Regents 
have  to  employ  persons  to  take  care  of  and  watch  that 
these  things  are  properly  guarded.  I  have  here  a  memorial 
of  the  Board  of  Regents,  of  which  I  am  a  member.  It  is 
Bigned  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Institution,  Chief  Justice 
Chose,  and  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Institution,  Professor 
Henry.  Accompanying  that  is  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
expenses  of  the  National  Museum  for  the  year  18G8.  I  ask 
the  attention  of  members  to  these  papers. 
[Soe  proceedings  of  May  1,  1S68,] 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  expensa  of  the  Na^ 
tional  MuBcum,  for  the  year  1868 : 


Glasi  for  caaca 

Carbolic  Bcid,  insect  ponder 

Gtau  boitles  and  jara 

Tnja .. 


"Wrapping  paper 

Beozine,  puint,  oil,  varniah,  puttj,  bmshes 

Saucers  for  ncsU  nod  eggi - 

StMlioDerf,  index-booke,  and  blanks . 

liubeU  for  spueirncna 

Locks,  kevs,  handles,  funnels,  measure*,  tools,  cam,  Ac. 

I    Paper  and  poison  forplanta 

Numbers  and  labels  fur  mioerals . 

£x  ami  nation,  cleaning,  i 

Books  for  proper  labcMng  apecim 


Aleobol 

Mounting  birds,  besTer,  &c, 

Freight  on  eolleotions 1 . 

Walnut  coaes  fur  specimens 

Beating  room  for  culloctiona 

AuinUDts,  one  Bttli,6D0,  one  at  ¥600,  one  at  (500,  and  one  at 


it|B40,  0 


t  (GOO, 


1154  33 
72  85 
96  68 
180  01 
63  90 
201  B7 
22  30 
123  57 
208  04 
186  05 
847  20 
U  41 
],16S  95 
430  47 
24  90 
85  95 
60  40 
400  00 
19Q  60 
1,200  00 
1,100  00 
COO  00 

8,000  OO 

2,724  00 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  $125,000  have  been  expended 
since  the  fire  in  1865  on  that  part  of  the  building  required 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  museum,  the  interest  on 
which,  at  six  per  cent.,  would  be  $7,500  annually. 

The  bequest  to  found  this  institution  was  from  a  foreigner 
who  never  visited  the  United  States.  He  bequeathed  his 
fortune  with  unreserved  confidence  to  our  Government  for 
the  advancement  of  science,  to  which  he  had  devoted  his 
own  life.  The  sacredness  of  the  trust  is  enhanced  from  the 
fact  that  it  was  accepted  after  the  death  of  him  by  whom  it 
was  confided.  The  only  indications  of  his  intentions  which 
we  possess  are  expressed  in  the  terms  of  his  will.  It  there- 
fore became  of  the  first  importance  that  the  import  of  these 
terms  should  be  critically  analyzed  and  the  logical  infer- 
ence from  them  faithfully  observed.  The  whole  is  con- 
tained in  these  few  and  explicit  words  : 

<*  To  found  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 


men. 


These  terms  have  a  strictly  scientific  import,  and  are  siifi- 
ceptible  of  a  series  of  definite  propositions. 

First.  The  bequest  is  for  the  benefit  of  mankind ;  not  to 
be  confined  to  one  country,  to  one  race,  but  to  all  men  of 
all  complexions. 

Second,  The  objects  of  the  institution  are  primarily  to  in- 
crease, and  secondly,  to  diftuse  knowledge  among  men,  and 
these  objects  should  not  be  confounded  with  each  other. 

The  will  makes  no  restriction  of  any  kind  of  knowledge, 
hence,  every  branch  of  science  capable  of  advancement  is 
entitled  to  a  share  of  attention. 

Though  the  terms  of  the  will  are  explicit  and  convey 
precise  scientific  ideas  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with 
their  technical  significance,  yet  to  the  public  generally  they 
might  seem  to  admit  of  a  greater  latitude  of  construction 
than  has  been  put  upon  them.  It  is,  therefore,  not  sur- 
prising that  at  the  commencement,  improper  conceptions  of 
the  nature  of  the  bequest  should  have  been  entertained  or 
that  Congress  in  the  act  of  organization  should  direct  the 
prosecution  of  objects  incompatible  with  the  strict  inter- 
pretation of  it  or  to  impose  burdens  upon  the  institution 
tending  materially  to  affect  its  usefulness. 

The  principal  of  such  burdens  was  the  direction  to  pro- 
vide a  building  on  an  ample  scale  to  make  provision  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  collections  of  Government,  consist- 
ing of  all  the  specimens  of  nature  and  art  then  in   the   city 
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of  WashiugtOQ  or  that  might  hereafter  become  the  property 
of  the  Government  by  exchange  or  otherwise. 

Though  the  luajority  of  the  Board  of  Regents  did  not 
consider  the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  the  income 
on  tbia  subject  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  Smitbaon, 
they  could  not  refuse  to  obey  the  injunction  of  Congress, 
and  proceeded  to  erect  an  extended  buildiugaud  to  take  charge 
of  the  museum  of  the  Government.  The  cost  of  this  buildiiig, 
which  at  first  was  $325,000,  has  been  increased  by  the  repa- 
ration of  damages  caused  by  the  fire  to  $450,000,  the  whole 
of  which  has  been  defrayed  from  the  annual  income.  Not- 
withstanding this  burden  the  institution  has  achieved  a 
reputation  as  wide  as  the  civilized  world,  has  advanced 
almost  every  branch  of  knowledge,  and  presented  books 
and  specimens  to  hundreds  of  institutions  and  societies  in 
this  country  and  abroad. 

It  is  not  a  mere  statical  establishment,  as  many  may 
suppose,  supporting  a  corps  of  individuals  whoso  only  duty 
is  the  exhibition  of  the  articles  of  the  show  museum ;  but 
a  living,  active  organization  that  baa  by  ita  publications, 
i-eecurcbes,  explorations,  distribution  of  specimens  and 
exchanges,  vindicated  the  iutelligence  and  good  faith  of  the 
Government  in  administering  a  fund  intended  for  the  good 
of  the  whole  community  of  civilized  men.  It  has  at  the 
same  time  collected  a  library,  principally  of  the  transactions 
and  proceedings  of  learned  societies,  the  most  perfect  one 
of  the  kind  in  the  world,  consisting  of  fifty  thousand  works; 
also  a  collection  of  engravings  illustratiTe  of  the  progress 
and  early  history  of  the  arts,  both  of  which  it  has  trans- 
ferred to  the  Library  of  Congress.  It  is  not  alone  the  pres- 
ent value  of  the  books  which  it  has  placed  iu  the  possession 
of  the  Government,  but  also  that  of  the  perpetual  continu- 
ation of  the  several  series  contained  therein. 

The  institution  has  continued  to  render  important  service 
to  the  Government  from  its  first  organization  until  the 
present  time  by  examining  and  reporting  on  scientific  ques- 
tions pertaining  to  the  operations  of  the  difi'ereat  depart- 
ments, and  ill  this  way,  particularly  during  the  war,  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  it  has  saved  the  United  States 
many  millions  of  dollars. 

Let  me  say  one  word  more  before  leaving  this  subject. 
Aa  I  have  shown,  the  real  purpose  of  the  donation  of 
Bmithson  which  the  Board  of  Regents  have  tried  to  pro- 
mote as  well  as  they  could  was  to  extend  and  circulate 
means  of  scientific  information ;    and  the  management  of 
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the  institution  has  always  resisted  the  tendency  to  keep  up 
and  increase  this  museum  at  the  expense  of  this  fund. 

Recently  the  institution  has  given  over  to  the  Library  of 
Congress  a  collection  of  fifty  thousand  volumes,  constituting 
probably  the  most  perfect  scientific  library  in  the  world. 
But  we  are  still  charged  as  an  institution  with  the  cost  of 
this  rapidly-increasing  museum.  Now,  the  Regents  would 
be  glad  if  Congress  would  take  this  museum  off  their  hands 
and  provide  otherwise  for  the  care  of  it.  It  is  a  charge  im- 
posed upon  the  institution  by  law,  a  charge  which  it  never 
sought  and  is  not  desirous  to  retain.  At  the  time  when  this 
museum  was  first  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  institution  it 
cost  but  $4,000  a  year  to  keep  it  in  the  Patent  Office.  Now 
the  care  of  that  museum  costs  three  times  that  amount.  I 
hope  therefore  that  the  committee  will  vote  $10,000  instead 
of  $4,000  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Spalding.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  very  sorry  to  find 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  among  the  leeches  that  are  all 
the  while  crying  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
"  Give,  give ! "  The  Smithsonian  is  a  wealthy  institution. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  continually  paying 
it  gold  interest  on  the  large  fund  belonging  to  the  institu- 
tion ;  but  the  institution  is  not  willing  to  bear  this  little 
additional  expense,  as  it  is  called,  from  its  own  means,  but 
wishes  toobtain  the  money  from  the  public  Treasury.  The 
men  who  pay  the  taxes  must  contribute  the  additional  sura 
to  this  wealthy  institution. 

Sir,  we  have  loaned  to  that  institution  the  National  Mu- 
seum. We  have  paid  the  institution  for  a  series  of  years 
$4,000  annually  in  cash  for  taking  care  of  that  museum. 
The  institution  has  been  content  with  that  sum  heretofore ; 
but  now  it  comes  in  and  asks  an  appropriation  of  $10,000 
for  this  purpose.  Sir,  we  had  better  takeaway  the  museum 
from  the  care  of  that  institution.  I  had  almost  said  we 
had  better  throw  it  into  the  Potomac  than  be  constantly 
paying  these  increased  demands  from  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution. That  is  the  light  in  which  the  committee  have 
viewed  the  subject;  and  in  that  light  they  protest  against 
this  increase. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

March  2,  1869. — Joint    resolution    reappointing    Loui^ 
Agassiz  a  Regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  passed. 
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Senate,  Jaxmary  18, 1870. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  that  the  vacancy  in  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  caused  by 
the  death  of  Hon.  W.  P.  Fessenden,  be  filled ;  the  Vice- 
President  appointed  Mr.  Hannibal  Hamlin  a  regent. 

March  30, 1870. — Annual  report  for  1869  presented,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Trumbull  oiSered  a  resolution  to  have  additional 
copies  printed. 

July  13, 1870. — Mr.  Anthony  reported,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  print  10,000  additional  copies  of  the  Smitnso- 
nian  report,  which  was  concurred  in. 

Jarmary  26, 1871. — Letter  of  resignation,  as  Regent  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  from  General  Richard  Delafield^ 
read,  as  follows,  and  laid  on  the  table : 

Washiitotov,  D.  C,  January  25,  ISTL 

Snt :  The  period  of  six  years,  for  which  I  was  appointed  a  Regent  of  tha 
Smithsonian  Institution,  under  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  expires  in  February. 

I  believe  the  welfare  and  the  best  interest  of  the  institution  ma^  be  sub* 
served  bv  tendering  my  resignation  of  this  trust  and  responsibility  at  the 
present  date,  that  the  Board  of  Regents  and  Congress  may  have  the  neces- 
sary time  to  appoint  my  successor  and  enable  him  to  attend  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  now  about  to  take  place. 

I  have  requested  Hon.  J.  A.  Garfield  to  present  my  resignation  as  a  Re- 
cent to  the  board  at  iu  first  meeting,  and  should  the  occasion  require,  re- 
quest you  will  state  the  fact  to  the  Senate  of  my  having  tendered  my  resig* 
xiation  for  the  reasons  herein  stated. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RicHJUU)  Bkulfikld, 
Brigaditr  Qeneral  U.  8.  A,^  (retired,) 

^on.  ScHinxKB  Coljax,  Vice-President  of  the  U.  S.^ 

Member  of  the  Boeird  of  Regents  of  tJte  Smiiheonian  Inetitutiom, 

January  27,  1871. — Mr.  IIamlih  offered  the  following 
Tesolution ;  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  ^c.  That  General  William  T.  Sherman  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
mppointed  a  member  of  the  Board  of  R^ents  of  the  Smithsonian  Instita- 
^on,  in  the  place  of  General  Richard  Delafield,  resigned. 

UousE  OF  Represextatives,  February  2, 1870. 

Toe  Speaker  announced  the  appointment  of  the  foIIowio|^ 
Tlegeiits  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution :  Mr.  Loke  P.  Polao^ 
Mr.  James  A.  Garfield,  Mr.  Samoel  8.  Cox. 

April  20,  1870. — The  resolution  by  the  Senate  to  print 
13,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsoniaii 
Institution  was  objected  to. 
46 
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June  7,  1870. — Mr.  Asper  offered  a  resolution  that  2,000 
copies  of  the  reports  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for 
1866,  '67,  '68  be  printed  from  the  stereotype  plates. 

The  following  letter  from  Professor  Henry,  was  read: 

Smithsoniait  Instftutiok, 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  28,  1870. 

Mt  Deab  Sib:  I  have  the  honor,  with  your  permission,  to  address  you 
in  relation  to  extra  copies  of  the  reports  of  this  institution,  for  which  the 
demand  has  of  late  years  become  so  great  that  the  number  ordered  by  the 
House  for  its  members  has  not  been  sufficient  to  supply  more  than  half  their 
constituents  who  desire  them.     During  the  last  three  years,  and  especially 
during  the  year  just  passed,  so  numerous  have  been  the  demands  upon  us 
for  copies  of  reports  that  our  stock  is  entirely  exhausted.     The  report  gives 
not  only  an  account  of  the  operations  of  the  institution,  but  also,  in  an  ap- 
pendix, a  series  of  translations  which  exhibit  the  progress  of  science  m 
foreign  countries.     A  copy  is  sent  to  each  of  the  foreign  correspondents  of 
the  establishment ;  to  colleges,  public  libraries,  and  learned  societies  publishing 
transactions ;  to  meteorological  observers  of  the  institution ;  to  contributors 
of  the  material  to  the  library  or  museum,  and  to  persons  engas^ed  in  teach- 
ing or  in  special  scientific  research,  so  far  as  the  number  of  copies  Aimished 
to  the  institution  will  allow. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  there  be  struck 
off  from  the  stereotype  plates  of  the  reports  for  1866,  1867,  and  1868,  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Printer,  2,000  copies  of  each  volume — 1,000  for 
the  use  of  the  House  and  the  other  1,000  for  distribution  by  Uie  institution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Hskrt, 
Secretary  Smithsonian  Institution, 
Hon.  J.  F.  Asper, 

U.  S.  House  of  Representatives, 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing. 

July  12,  1870. — iMr.  Laflin  reported  the  following  reso- 
lution from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved^  tfc,  That  10,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution  for  the  year  1869  be  printed,  3,000  of  which  shall  be  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  4,000  for  the  use  of  the  House,  and  3,000  for  the  use 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution:  Provided^  Tliat  the  aggregate  number  of 
pages  of  said  report  shall  not  exceed  450,  and  there  shall  be  no  illustrations 
except  those  furnished  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

December  12,  1870. — Mr.  Inqersoll  offered  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed,  from  stereotyped  plates  now  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Public  Printer,  2,000  copies  each  of  the  reports  of  the  omith- 
Bonian  Institution,  for  the  years  1865,  1866,  1867,  1868;  1,000  of  these  to 
be  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House,  and  1,000  for  distribution  by 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

January  30,  1871. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Poland,  the  Hous 
took  up  and  passed  the  joint  resolution  appointing  Gene 
William  T.  Sherman  a  Kogent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu 
tion,  in  the  place  of  General  Richard  Delafield,  resigned. 

February  24,  1871.— The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

**  For  continuing  the  completion  of  the  survey  of  the  Colorado  of  tb^ 
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Mr.  Dawes.     I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,"  and  insert  "  the  Smithsonian  InBtitution," 
The  ameDdment  was  ajjreed  to. 
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Sknate,  March  13,  1871. 

Mr.  Hamlih.  I  asit  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to 
introduce  a  bill,  and  I  desire  to  have  it  considered  at  this 
time.     I  think  it  will  not  take  two  minutes. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leava  was  granted  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion for  tho  increase  and  dift'usion  of  knowledge  among 
men,  approved  August  10,1846;  and  it  was  read  twice, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  proposes  to  amend  the  act  of  August  10,  1846, 
by  striking  out  iu  the  first  section  the  words  "  mayor  of  tho 
city  of  Waehinctou,"  and  inserting  "  governor  of  the  Dis- 
tri6t  of  Columbia,"  and  by  making  the  same  change  iu  tho 
third  section  of  the  act. 

The  following  is  the  bill : 

Be  it  CTiacUd,  4-e.,  That  "  Aa  act  to  eataWiali  the  SmiLiiBonian  Inatitutlon 
for  the  increase  and  diUusion  of  knowledgo  among  men,"  approved  August 
ten,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  be,  and  Iho  sanio  is  hereby,  amended 
in  BectiOD  one  of  said  act  hj  Etriking;  out  tho  words  "  tho  mayor  of  tho  city 
■of  Washington,"  and  iniwrting  in  place  thereof  the  words  "  tho  governor 
-of  the  District  of  Columbia,"  und  that  said  act  bo  fiinbcr  amended  in  sec- 
tion three  by  striking  out  the  words  "tho  mayor  of  the  city  of  Waabing* 
ton,"  and  inserting  in  phice  thereof  the  words  "  the  governor  of  the  Dis- 
-trict  of  Columbia." 

Mr.  Hamlin.  Let  nie  say  to  the  Senate,  in  one  word, 
-what  this  bill  means.  The  original  act  creating  the  institu- 
tion made  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington  one  of  its 
regents.  We  have  abolished  that  office,  and  this  hill  simply 
puts  the  governor  of  the  Territory  in  his  place. 

The  bill  passed. 

April  19, 1871. — The  concurrent  resolution  from  the  House 
-of  liepresentatives,  of  April  18,  for  the  printing  of  12,500 
«opies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for 
1870,  was  agreed  to. 

^prif  26,  1872.— Annual  report  for  1871  laid  before  the 
Senate. 


724  CONQRESSIONAL   PROCBBDINQS. 

Mr.  Hamlin  moved  to  have  12,500  extra  copies  of  the 
report  printed. 

May  2, 1872. — Mr.  Anthony,  reported  the  following  reso- 
lution ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Resolvedy  By  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Representatives  concurring,)  that 
12,500  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for 
the  year  1871,  he  printed ;  2,600  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  5,000  for  the  um 
of  the  House,  and  5,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution :  Pro^ 
widedf  That  the  aggregate  number  of  pages  of  said  report  shall  not  exceed 
460;  and  that  there  shall  be  no  illustrations,  except  those  fUrnished  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

May  24, 1872. — Mr.  Anthony,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  non-concurrence  to  the  amendment  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  increase  the  number  of 
extra  copies  of  the  report,  for  1871,  to  20,000.     Agreed  to. 

31ay  29, 1872. — Mr.  Anthony,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  back  the  following  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  which  was  agreed  to : 

Resolved^  ^c.  That  2,000  copies  of  each  of  the  reports  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  of  which  the  stereotype  plates  are  now  in  the  Congressional  Print- 
ing Office  be  printed  for  distribution  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  libn^ 
ries,  colleges,  and  public  establishments. 

*  December  10, 1872. — The  Vice-President  appointed  Mr. 
J.  W.  Stevenson  of  Kentucky,  a  regent  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Garrett  Davis,  deceased. 

February  21,  1873. — Annual  report  of  the  Smithsonia 
Institution,  for  1872,  presented. 

February  28,  1873. — Mr.  Stevenson.     I  am  authorized 

the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  oflfer  a  small  amend-rt>  mry^ 
ment  on  page  27,  line  six  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  to  striken  :^5f  J 
out  "  fifteen,"  and  insert "  twenty."     The  clause  now  reads  r         ~ 

For  preservation  of  the  collections  of  the  surveying  and  exploring  ex 
ditions  of  the  Government,  $16,000. 

This  increase  is  asked  for  in  order  to  enable  the  institu-.c:r^it 
tion  to  arrange  and  exhibit  the  geological  collections  lateljc,'^^^^ 
transferred  from  the  Land  Office,  and  to  make  out  duplicat#:t'.X5*a 
specimens  in  sets  for distributingto  colleges  and  institution: -€:y<^>oi 
throughout  the  United  States.     J?rofessor  Baird,  in  a  iQitQ^-it  rlU 
before  me,  says  that  he  made  this  estimate  of  $15,000,  whic!'^!^  k  m\c 
is  the  usual  estimate,  before  the  transfer  was  made  from  tlMi/'*^  tbi 
Land  Office  of  all  these  specimens,  and  the  additional  af^-j^   ap- 
propriation is  required  to  prepare  for  the  large  increase  •         ^  of 
these  specimens,  and  also  to  prepare  duplicates  for  distrilxniC  bu- 
tion.     The  amendment  simply  proposes  an  appropriation     ^^i?  of 
$20,000,  instead  of  $15,000.     I  hope  the  Senate  will  dLgijr—ree 
to  it. 
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Mr.  CoLB.  I  think  $20,000  is  probably  more  than  the 
whole  thing  is  worth. 

Mr.  Stbyenson.    I  am  astonished  at  the  chairman. 

Mr.  Cole.  I  think  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  expend 
such  a  large  sum  for  such  things,  and  $15,000  it  seems  to  me 
is  ample  for  whatever  care  is  requisite  for  the  specimens 
that  were  received  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  from  the 
Land  Office. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  had  hoped  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  would  be  satisfied  with  the  recommendation  and 
estimate  of  Professor  Baird.  He  gives  a  very  good  reason 
why  he  wants  an  increase  of  the  appropriation,  and  when 
a  man  like  Professor  Baird  tells  us  why  he  wants  this,  in 
^rder  to  enable  the  institution  to  exhibit  the  geological 
collection  which  they  have  received,  and  to  make  out  dupli- 
cate  specimens  of  them,  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  well  refuse 
SQch  a  request. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

March  1, 1873. — ^Mr.  Anthony  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to : 

Resolved^  j'c,  That  12,500  additional  copies  of  tho  report  of  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution  for  the  year  1872  he  printed,  2,500  copies  of  which  shall  he 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  5,000  for  the  use  of  the  House,  and  5,000  for  the 
tiae  of  the  institution :  Provided,  That  the  ager^ate  numher  of  pages  of 

^mid  report  shall  not  exceed  450,  and  that  there  shallhe  no  illustrations  except 

those  furnished  hy  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

House  op  Representatives,  March  14, 1871. 

Senate  hill,  of  March  13, 1871,  was  taken  up,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Poland,  and  passed. 

AprU  10,  1871. — Mr.  Poland  submitted  a  concurrent 
Resolution  for  printing  reports  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution. 

April  18, 1871. — Mr.  Ellis  H.  Roberts,  from  the  Com- 
^Cfciittee  on  Printing,  reported  the  following  resolution ;  which 
^^^as  adopted  : 

Resolved,  By  the  House  of  Representatives,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  that 
^2,500  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for 
^^e  year  1870,  be  printed ;  2,500  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  5,000  for  the  use 
^^f  the  HouM,  and  5,000  for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution:  /Vo- 
^Hdedy  That  the  aggregate  number  of  pages  of  said  report  shall  not  exceed 
^oO  ;  and  that  there  shall  be  no  illustrations,  except  those  furnished  hj  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

April  3,  1872. — Mr.  Poland  introduced  concurrent  reso- 
1  ution  for  printino:  2,000  extra  copies  of  each  of  the  reports 
f  the   Smithsonian   Institution   for  such   volumes  as  the 
tereotype  plates  are  in  the  Congressional  Printing  Office. 
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April  26, 1872. — Annual  report  for  1871  laid  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  Poland  offered  a  resolution  to  print  20,000  extra 
copies  of  the  report. 

May  10,  1872. — Mr.  Price,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
iug,  reported  back  the  concurrent  resolution  of  the  Senate 
to  print  12,500  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  for  1871. 

Mr.  Garfield.  I  hope  there  will  be  an  increase  of  the 
number  of  these  reports  to  be  printed.  I  move  that  the 
several  numbers  be  doubled. 

Mr.  Randall.  I  think  5,000  copies  will  be  enough  for 
the  institution. 

Mr.  Garfield.  Well,  I  will  move  to  double  the  number 
for  each  House  of  Congress,  but  not  for  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution 
adopted. 

May  23,  1872. — Mr.  Pendleton,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  offered  the  following  concurrent  resolution ;  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved^  ^c,  That  2,000  copies  of  each  of  the  reports  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  of  which  the  stereotype  plates  are  now  in  the  Congressional 
Printing  Office  he  printed  for  distribution  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution 

to  libraries,  colleges,  and  public  establishments. 

June  3,  1872. — Mr.  Price  reported  back  from  the  com- 
mittee the  Senate  resolution  for  printing  12,000  extra  copies 
of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  1871.  The 
House  amended  the  resolution  by  making  the  number  20,000, 
but  the  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  that  amendment.  The 
Committee  on  Printing  recommended  that  the  House  recede 
from  its  amendment. 

Mr.  Poland.     I  hope  the  House  will  not  recede. 

The  Speaker.  If  there  is  to  be  a  debate,  the  Chair  can- 
not entertain  the  proposition.  The  House  is  acting  under 
an  order  made  under  suspension  of  the  rules  to  consider 
business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  Beatty.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Poland]  had  better  agree  to  the  proposition  to  recede. 

Mr.  Poland.  No,  sir;  I  have  very  good  reasons  for  be- 
lieving that  the  Senate  will  concur  in  our  amendment  if  we 
insist  upon  it. 

June  8,  1872. — J3y  act  of  Congress  it  was  provided  tha 
all  publications  sent  or  received  by  the  Smithsonian  Insti 
tution,  marked  on  each  package  "  Smithsonian  E.xchange/ 
should  pass  free  in  the  mail. 
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December  20,  1872. — Mr.  Poland  offered  a  resolution  to 
have  20,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  for  1871  printed. 

January  31,  1873, — Senate  resolution  that  20,000  copies 
of  the  report  of  tUe  SmithsoniaQ  Institution  for  1871  be 
printed ;  agreed  to. 

February  21,  1873. — Mr.  Poland  offered  a  resolution  to 
have  20,000  extra  copies  printed  of  the  report  of  the  Smith- 
BOiiiau  Institution  for  1872. 

March  3, 1878. — Mr,  Price,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, reported  concurrence  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
to  print  12,500  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution  for  1872;  which  was  agreed  to. 


FORTY-THIKD  CONGRESS, 
Senate,  January  5,  1874. 

Mr.  Stevenson  introduced  a  resolution  providing  that  the 
vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution of  the  class  other  than  members  of  Congress  be 
filled  by  the  appointment  of  Asa  Gray,  J.  D,  Dana,  A.  T. 
Stewart,  and  that  John  Maclean  and  Peter  Parker  be  reap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  The  appointments  have  been  agreed 
upon  by  the  Board  of  Itegents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion and  tbey  are  to  supply  all  vacancies  in  that  board. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  Is  there  objection  to  the 
present  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  ? 

Mr.  Sumner.  1  ask  if  that  is  the  report  of  a  committee, 
or  a  simple  resolution  ? 

The  President  ;jro  tempore.  It  is  a  joint  resolution  intro- 
duced by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 

Mr.  Sumner.  I  suggest  that  it  shouM  be  considered  by 
a  committee.  I  honor  all  the  gentlemen  named  in  the  res- 
olution ;  still  I  think  it  has  been  customary  to  consider  such 
resolutions  in  committee. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  have  no  objection  to  its  reference  to 
a  committee. 

Mr.  SuERMAN.  I  think  the  resolution  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  which  has  general 
charge  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  Does  the  Senator  make  that 
motion  ? 

Mr.  Sherman.    Yes,  sir. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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January  12, 1874. — Mr.  Howe,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  to  whom  was  referred  the  above  resolution, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration,  and 
that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  same  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  res- 
olution from  the  House  filling  existing  vacancies  in  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  it  back 
without  amendment,  and  with  the  recommendation  that  it 
pass ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  over, 

January  13, 1874. — Mr.  Stevenson  moved  to  take  up  the 
joint  resolution  from  the  House  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment and  reappointment  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution, which  yesterday  was  ordered  to  lie  over ;  and  it 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  President  pro  tempore  appointed  Mr.  A.  A.  Sargent, 
of  California,  a  regent  of  the  institution. 

February  13,  1874. — ^Annual  report  for  1873  laid  before 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Hamlin  offered  the  following : 

Resolved f  (the  House  of  Representatives  concurring ,)  That  twelve  thouaaDd 
five  hundrea  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
for  the  year  1878,  be  printed ;  twentv-nve  hundred  of  whi(^  shall  be  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  five  thousand  for  the  use  of  the  House,  and  fire 
thousand  for  the  use  of  the  institution :  Provided,  That  the  aggregate 
number  of  passes  of  said  report  shall  not  exceed  four  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
that  there  shall  be  no  illustrations  except  those  furnished  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

February  20,  1874. — Mr.  Anthony.  The  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  to  print  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  have 
directed  me  to  report  it  back  with  amendments,  and  to  ask 
for  its  present  consideration. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  proposed  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution, so  as  to  make  it  read  : 

Resolved  J  (the  House  of  Representatives  concurring,)  That  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
for  the  year  1873,  be  printed ;  five  hundred  of  which  shall  be  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  one  thousand  for  the  use  of  the  House,  and  six  thousand  for 
the  use  of  the  institution. 

Mr.  Anthony.  The  customary  publication  of  this  docu- 
ment has  been  twelve  thousand  copies ;  five  thousand  for 
the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  twentv-five  hundred 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  five  thousand  for  the  use  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  We  now  have  reported  to 
increase  the  number  to  the  institution  from  five  thousand 
to  six  thousand,  to  reduce  the  number  for  the  Senate  from 
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twenty-five  hundred  to  five  hundred,  and  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber for  the  House  from  five  thousand  to  one  thousand.  If  the 
number  for  Congress  is  reduced  so  much,  the  institution  will  re- 
quire a  little  more — so  the  Regents  think.  This,  I  believe,  is 
the  first  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  have  re- 

?orted  at  this  session  for  printing  any  additional  documents, 
'he  number  is  exceedingly  small,  and  it  is  the  intention  of 
those  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  institution,  especially 
of  those  who  have  been  charged  on  the  part  of  Congress  with 
participation  in  its  management,  that  there  should  be  some 
extra  copies,  and  in  deference  to  them  we  have  made  the 
recommendation. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine.  I  should  like  to  inquire  of  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  whether  he  is  aware  of  the  fact 
that  Congress,  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  passed  a 
resolution  suspending  the  publication  of  documents,  and 
whether  this  is  in  harmony  with  the  expression  of  Congress? 

Mr.  Anthony.     That  has  not  passed  the  House. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine.    It  passed  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Anthony.  If  the  Senator  asks  my  judgment,  I  think 
this  is  not  in  conformity  with  that. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Mame.  I  should  think  that  until  the 
Senate  reconsider  that  proposition  we  ought  to  adhere  to 
it.  Yesterday  some  proposition  came  from  the  Committee 
on  Printing  of  a  similar  kind. 

Mr.  Anthony.     What  one  ? 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine.  Recommending  the  publication 
of  some  document. 

Mr.  Anthony.     That  was  for  the  use  of  the  proper  De- 

Eartment,  not  for  the  use  of  Congress.  It  was  only  five 
undred  copies  of  a  medical  report  that  was  thought  to  be 
valuable  for  scientific  purposes,  and  they  are  to  be  distrib- 
uted entirely  by  the  Department. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine.  I  think  we  ought  not  to  go 
into  retail  in  printing  when  in  wholesale  we  have  resolved 
not  to  print ;  and  I  do  think  it  is  wise  to  adhere  to  the  reso- 
lution that  we  passed,  at  least  until  some  full  understanding 
as  to  the  publication  and  distribution  of  documents  is  had. 

Mr.  Anthony.  I  do  not  think  we  are  bound  by  a  propo- 
sition that  has  only  passed  one  House  of  Congress ;  but  I 
am  not  a  lawyer,  and  I  will  leave  that  to  the  Senator  from 
Maine. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine.  I  think  we  should  have  a  little 
respect  for  our  own  action,  whether  the  House  chooses  to 
concur  or  not. 

Mr.  Hamlin.    I  wish  to  state  a  fact.    I  may  say  in  behalf 
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of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  that  I  think  this  is  entirely 
distinct  from  the  documents  which  we  publish  sent  to  us 
from  the  departments,  or  which  emanate  from  our  commit- 
tees.    This  is  purely  a  scientific  work.     It  is  the  annual 
report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  made  in  pursuance 
of  law  to  this  body.     To  myself  it  may  seem  of  very  much 
less  value  than  to  many  others ;  but  I  think  no  man  can 
ever  examine  a  single  report  of  that  institution  without 
being  impressed  with  its  great  value.     These  reports  are 
for  the  general  reader  perhaps  of  little  use,  being  somewhat 
technical  and  scientific ;  but  yet  they  are  of  immense  value 
to  the  world,  and  they  are  transmitted  all  over  the  world, 
and  we  receive  back  in  exchange  the  scientific  reports  of 
different  societies  and  different  governments.     I  think  this 
stands  entirely  distinct   from   the    documents    ordinarily 

f)rinted  by  Congress;  and'I  do  not  think  the  law  or  reso- 
ution  to  which  my  colleague  refers  ought  to  apply  to  this 
report,  if  it  does  technically ;  and  if  it  does,  this  has  got  to 
pass  the  ordeal  of  the  House,  and  it  must  be  by  a  concur- 
rent vote,  which  will  express  their  opinion  that  this  stands 
distinct  from  other  matters,  as  well  as  our  own.  I  hope  the 
resolution  will  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine.  Only  one  word.  Early  in  this 
session  we  determined  to  arrest  the  publication  of  public 
documents,  and  I  think  properly.  I  am  not  going  to  say 
whether  it  is  true  or  not,  for  on  that  I  have  my  own  opin- 
ions, and  they  may  not  be  in  harmony  with  the  public  sense 
on  that  subject — but  one  thing  is  clear,  that  from  one  con- 
sideration or  another,  within  the  last  few  years,  a  v^ery  gen- 
eral impression  or  sentiment  or  conviction  has  come  to 
obtain  in  the  public  mind  that  the  publication  of  documents 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  had  become  a  very 
great  abuse.  It  took  a  variety  of  forms.  It  was  an  abuse 
under  the  franking  privilege,  which  overloaded  the  mails. 
It  was  an  expense  in  many  ways,  and  it  was  a  corruption  in 
itself.  That  is  a  deep  seated  and  thorough  conviction  in 
the  public  mind,  right  or  wrong,  and  I  think  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  was  wise  when  at  the  beginning  of  this 
session  it  said  it  would  pause  in  the  publication  and  distribu- 
tion of  documents,  for  the  present  at  least,  until  some  wise 
determination  could  be  come  at. 

Now,  it  may  be  that  the  views  of  my  colleague  render 
this  an  exceptional  case ;  and  it  is  a  proper  thing,  possibly, 
to  publish  the  reports  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  being 
of  a  scientific  character,  so  far  as  relates  to  itself;  but  this 
resolution  provides  for  their  publication  for  distribution^ 
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and  certainly  it  ought  not  to  apply  to  that.  We  do  not 
want  these  reports  for  distribution.  We  have  no  means  of 
distributing  them.  At  any  rate,  to  that  extent  I  submit  to 
my  colleague  that  this  is  certainly  within  the  inhibition  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate.  If  there  is  no  special  objec- 
tion, therefore,  I  should  like  to  have  this  resolution  lie  over 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine.  I  withdraw  the  motion,  to  allow 
the  Senator  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen.     I  have  only  a  word  to  say.    I  shall 
vote  for  the  resolution  to  print  this  report;  and  I  will  vote 
for  any  resolution  to  print  the  proceedings  of  Congress.     I 
think  this  idea  of  isolating  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
from  the  people  is  a  very  foolish  one.     As  to  economy,  I 
think  it  is  an  illustration  of  that  wise  saying  that  "  there  is 
t;hat  withholdeth  more  than  is  meet,  but  it  tendeth  to  pov- 
erty.*'    The  people  of  my  State  write  to  me  every  day  for 
<3opies  of  the  Agricultural  Report,  which  contains   most 
"valuable  information  to  the  farmers  of  the  country,  and 
"they  cannot  be  obtained.     The  books  are  ready  to  be  printed,. 
T)ut  their  printing  is  stopped ;  and  we  are  keeping  the  pro- 
<;eedings  of  Congress  here  as  a  close  corporation  from  the 
;people.      I  introduced  a  bill  providing  that  these  public 
<iocuments  should  be  circulated ;  the  postage  in  no  event  to 
T)e  more  than  twenty-five  cents  a  v^)lume,  and  not  requiring^ 
jDrepayment,  and  authorizing  the  documents  to  be  sold  if 
^hey  were  not  called  for  within  ten  days.     That  bill  has  not 
T)een  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Eoads. 

Mr.  Ramsey.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  that  the  commit- 
tee have  it  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen.  I  hope  Congress  will  adopt  some 
measure  by  which  that  which  transpires  here  may  be  circu- 
lated and  disseminated  among  the  people.  At  a  large  ex- 
pense we  print  every  day  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
Congress.  What  good  does  it  do  ?  The  people  do  not 
get  it.     No  provision  is  made  for  its  circulation. 

Now,  as  to  the  idea  that  the  people  are  opposed  to  this,  I 
was  very  much  struck  by  a  remark  which  was  made — I  do 
not  know  but  that  it  was  in  one  of  the  articles  which  were 
read  here  yesterday — that  a  million  of  people  might  petition 
Congress,  but  we  must  remember  there  are  thirty-nine  mil- 
lions that  arc  not  heard  from.  I  believe  the  people  want  in- 
formation as  to  what  transpires  here,  and  it  is  their  right  to 
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have  it,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  give  them  the  opportunity  to 
know  what  we  do. 

Mr.  Anthony.  I  believe  when  this  report  was^presented 
the  usual  number  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  If  not,  I  will 
make  that  motion.  That  number  ought  to  printed  at  any 
rate. 

The  President  pro  tempore.  It  was  ordered.  The  Chair 
understands  objection  to  be  made  to  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine.     Yes,  sir. 

The  President  pro  tempore.    The  resolution  will  lie  over. 

February  27, 1874. — Mr.  Hamlin.  I  move  to  take  up  the 
resolution  for  the  printing  of  the  Smithsonian  report  I 
think  it  will  detain  the  Senate  but  a  moment.  It  was  up 
the  other  morning. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hamlin.  My  colleague  interposed  some  objection 
to  the  resolution  because  there  were  five  hundred  copies 
provided  for  in  it  for  the  Senate,  and  a  thousand  for  the 
House.  I  have  conferred  with  my  colleague,  and  I  have 
also  conferred  with  the  Senator  who  reported  the  resolution, 
and  with  their  concurrence  I  move  now  to  strike  out  the 
whole  number  appropriated  to  both  the  Senate  and  House. 
That  will  be  my  first  motion.  I  shall  follow  that  with 
another  motion  to  increase  the  number  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  by  fifteen  hundred,  which  is  just  the  number 
stricken  out.  That  takes*  away  entirely  the  objection  to 
printing  any  copies  for  our  own  distribution.  I  transfer 
that  number  to  the  institution  for  this  reason :  I  take  it 
every  Senator,  like  myself,  has  supplied  the  principal  libra- 
ries of  the  State  for  years  with  this  work.  They  will  want 
it,  and  they  will  cease  to  call  upon  us,  but  they  will  call 
upon  the  institution  for  it,  and  that  number  which  was  pro- 
posed for  the  Senate  and  for  the  House  will  be  transferred 
there,  and  there  they  will  find  them. 

I  want  to  say  also,  in  this  connection,  that  by  an  exchange 
of  this  very  work  with  foreign  societies  and  foreign  govern- 
ments, we  add  to  our  congressional  library  works  oi  value, 
amounting  to  between  two  and  three  thousand  volumes 
annually. 

The  President  yro  tempore.  The  resolution  will  be  read 
as  proposed  to  be  amended. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  If  amended  as  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine,  the  resolution  will  read  : 

Reaolvedf  (the  House  of  JtepresentaHvee  coneurringf)  That  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  additionalcopies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institutio&i 
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for  the  year  1878,  be  printed  for  the  uee  of  the  institution  :  Provided^  That 
the  aggregate  number  of  pages  of  said  report  shall  not  exceed  four  hundred 
and  fifty,  and  that  there  snail  be  no  illustrations  except  those  fUmished  bj 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

December  10,  1874. — Mr.  Hamlin  offered  the  following 
joint  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved  J  ^c,  That  the  existing  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  of  the  class  other  than  members  of  Congress,  shall 
be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Oeorge  Bancroft,  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, in  place  of  vVilliam  T.  Sherman,  resigned. 

Mr.  Hamlin.  I  will  say  only  that  there  is  an  existing 
vacancy,  as  stated  in  that  resolution,  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  General  Sherman,  who  has  moved  from  this 
city.  The  law  requires  that  that  regent  shall  be  from  the 
city.  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  eminent  historian,  has  come  here 
to  reside.  All  three  of  the  Board  of  Regents  on  the  part 
of  this  body  think  it  is  eminently  fitting  that  he  should  be 
designated  by  Congress  to  fill  that  existing  vacancy. 

December  14, 1874. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Sargent,  the  House 
resolution  of  May  15,  1874,  ordering  10,500  extras  of  the 
report  of  the  institution  for  1873,  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

February  27,  1875. — Mr.  Anthony,  from  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  reported  back  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  concurred  in  : 

Resolved f  {by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Senate  eoneurring,)  That 
10,500  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institutioni  for  the  year 
1874,  be  printed  ;  2,000  of  which  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 1,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  7,500  for  the  use  of  the 
institution  :  Provided,  That  the  aggregate  number  of  pages  of  said  report 
shall  not  exceed  400,  and  that  there  shall  bo  no  illustrations,  except  tnosa 
furnished  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

March  2,  1875. — The  Vice  President  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  bill  extending  the  privilege  of  the  lil^rary  of  Con- 
gress to  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  which 
was  read,  and  passed. 

The  following  is  the  bill : 

Be  it  enacted,  j-e..  That  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
on  the  Library,  be  authorized  to  extend  the  use  of  the  books  in  the  library 
of  Congress  to  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  resident  in 
Washington,  on  the  same  conditions  and  restrictions  as  members  of  Con- 
gress are  allowed  to  use  the  library. 

House  of  Representatives,  December  18,  1878. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  E.  R.  Hoar,  of  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  S.  S.  Cox,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Hazelton,  of 
Wisconsin,  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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December  19,  1873. — Mr.  Kellogg.  I  ask  unanimouB  con- 
sent to  Bubmit  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  ^c,  That  Professor  James  B.  Dana  be,  and  hereby  U,  appointed 
«s  one  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  of  the  class 
other  than  members  of  Congress,  in  place  of  Theodore  D.  Woolsey,  of  Con- 
necticut, who  declines  to  be  reappointed. 

Mr.  Kellogg.  I  trust  there  will  be  no  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Garfield.  I  suggest  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Board 
•of  Regents. 

Mr.  Kellogg.  If  there  be  any  objection,  I  will  not  press 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Garfield.  I  do  not  suppose  there  is  any  objection, 
but  I  only  suggest  that  it  is  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  Kellogg.  If  the  usual  course  is  as  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  I  do  not  object. 

Mr.  Garfield.  There  is  another  vacancy  to  be  filled, 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Professor  Agassiz. 

Mr.  Kellogg.  I  do  not  suppose  there  would  be  the  least 
objection,  Professor  Dana  beino;  so  well  known;  but  if  that 
is  the  usual  course,  I  do  not  object. 

Mr.  Butler.  I  suggest  that  the  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor. 

Mr.  Kellogg.  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  and  Labor. 

January/  5,  1874. — Mr.  Garfield  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution providing  that  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  of  the  class  other  than  mem- 
bers of  Congress  be  tilled  by  the  appointment  of  Asa  Gray, 
J.  D.  Dana,  A.  T.  Stewart,  and  the  reappointment  of  John 
Maclean  and  Peter  Parker;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  and  Labor. 

January/  6,  1874. — Mr.  Maynard  offered  a  joint  resolution 
in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Edu- 
<*ation  and  Labor. 

January  7,  1874. — Mr.  Sherwood  introduced  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  Professor  Leo  Lesquereux,  of 
•Columbus,  Ohio,  one  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Edu- 
oation  and  Labor. 

Mr.  Monroe.  The  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor 
have  had  under  consideration  sundry  resolutions  in  regard 
to  filling  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Sraith- 
«onian  Institution.     Some  other  gentlemen  had  asked  for 
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an  opportunity  to  suggest  names ;  but  there  seemed  to  bo 
reasons  for  prompt  action  upon  the  subject,  and  the  com- 
mittee, therefore,  instructed  me  to  report  at  once  a  joint 
resolution  naming  certain  gentlemen  to  fill  these  vacancies. 

The  resolution  now  reported  by  the  committee  is  identical 
with  that  which  was  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
f  Mr.  Garfield,]  one  of  the  regents  of  the  institution,  with 
the  exception  that  in  a  single  name  we  propose  a  change, 
which,  it  is  thought,  would  perhaps,  on  the  whole,  more 
fairly  distribute  the  appointments  and  meet  better  certain 
interests  which  were  deemed  by  the  committee  to  be  of 
great  importance.  The  highest  esteem  and  respect  were 
felt  by  the  committee  for  all  the  gentlemen  whose  names 
have  been  suggested :  but,  on  the  whole,  the  arrangement 
proposed  in  the  resolution  which  I  now  report  seemed  to 
the  committee  to  be  the  best  they  could  make. 

The  joint  resolution  provides  that  the  existing  vacancies  in 
the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  of  the 
class  other  than  members  of  Congress,  shall  be  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  Asa  Gray,  of  Massachusetts,  in  place  of 
Louis  Agassiz,  deceased;  J.  D.  Dana,  of  Connecticut,  in 
place  of  Theodore  D.  Woolsey;  Henry  Copp6e,  in  place  of 
W.  B.  Astor;  and  John  Maclean  and  reter  Parker,  whose 
terms  have  expired,  are  to  be  reappointed. 

Mr.  Maynard.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to  occupy 
one  moment  ?  I  introduced  yesterday  and  had  referred  to 
this  committee  a  resolution  m  accordance  with  an  idea  I 
entertained,  but  had  had  no  occasion  to  express  specially, 
that  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  founded  and  endowed  by 
the  munificence  of  a  British  subject  "  to  increase  and  diffuse 
knowledge  among  men,"  should  be  made,  so  far  as  possible, 
national  in  its  character.  Now,  in  looking  at  the  list  of 
regents,  I  find  that  while  they  arc  all  most  excellent  and 
eminent  men,  (and  I  hope  the  day  is  far  distant  when  any 
section  of  our  country  will  not  have  eminent  and  distin- 
guished men  enough  to  more  than  furnish  the  list  of  regents,) 
the  appointments  are  at  present  limited  ge<»graphically. 

I  suggest  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Education 
and  Labor  whether,  as  a  matter  of  wise  policy,  it  would  not 
be  well  to  emphasize  the  national  character  of  the  institu- 
tion by  extending  geographically  the  citizenship  of  the  gen- 
tlemen constituting  the  Board  of  Regents.  With  this  view 
I  have  proposed,  in  the  joint  resolution  introduced  by  me  yes- 
terday, that  one  member  of  the  board  shall  be  a  distinguished 
and  eminent  citizen  of  my  own  State.  I  refer  to  Rev.  Dr. 
Thomas  W.  Humes,  president  of  the  University  of  East 
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Tennessee,  a  citizen  by  birth  and  continued  residence  in  that 
State,  and  a  gentleman  of  ^reat  attainments  and  hi^h  per- 
sonal character;  not  that  be  is  more  distingaished,  more 
worthy,  or  in  any  respect  superior  to  the  gentlemen  who 
have  been  named.     I  make  no  such  claim.     But  this  gen- 
tleman, if  appointed,  will  be  the  representative  of  a  large 
region  of  our  country,  the  great  Southwest,  (embracing 
also  a  portion  of  the  South  and  of  the  West,)  whose  scientific 
possibilities  are  very  great — whose  scientific  resources,  if  I 
may  use  that  expression,  have  been  hitherto  very  largely 
unconsidered  and  undeveloped.     It  has  seemed  to  me  wise 
to  include  in  the  Board  of  Regents  a  representative  from 
that  very  large  portion  of  our  common  country. 

I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  would  not  accept 
as  readilv  any  other  distinguished  name  that  might  be  sug- 
gested that  would  represent  the  same  general  region  of 
country;  but  I  certainly  think  it  would  give  greater  efket 
and  importance  to  the  labors  of  that  institution  to  have  its 
regency  distributed  more  generally  throughout  the  country. 
I  am  reminded  by  gentlemen  sitting  near  me  that  there  is 
no  one  on  that  board  from  either  the  South  or  the  West 

I  bring  this  subject  generally  before  the  House ;  I  move 
to  substitute  the  name  of  Thomas  W.  Humes,  a  citizen  oF" 
Tennessee,  for  that  of  Henry  Coppee,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Hoar.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  may  possibly  interest 
the  House  if  I  occupy  a  few  minutes  in  stating  the  purpose 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  for  in  view  of  th;^t  purpose 
I  am  sure  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Maynard] 
himself  will  commend  the  wisdom  of  the  recommendations 
we  make.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  has  for  its  Board 
of  Keo:ents  three  persons  appointed  from  the  members  of 
this  House,  three  persons  appointed  from  the  Senate,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  and  certain  other  officers  of  the  Government 
are  regents  ex  officio.  These  officers  give  the  regency  of  the 
institution  its  national  character.  The  whole  nation  of  course 
has  its  voice  in  their  selection.  There  are  six  other  regents 
who  are  specially  appointed  by  joint  resolution  of  Congress, 
and  it  is  to  fill  vacancies  in  this  number  that  this  resolution 
is  designed. 

The  purpose  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  the  '*  ad- 
vancement of  knowledge  among  men  ; "  and  after  very  full 
and  thorough  debate  at  the  time  of  its  origin,  the  authorities 
of  that  day  determined  that  it  was  best  to  devote  the  fund 
at  their  disposal,  not  to  the  mere  dissemination  of  knowledge 
as  is  done  by  the  publication  and  distribution  of  books,  nor 
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to  mere  educational  purposes  as  would  be  done  by  the  endow- 
ment  and  support  ot  institutions  for  instruction,  but  that  the 
fund  should  be  applied  to  promoting  and  publishing  the 
results  of  such  original  investigations  as  may  tend  to  advance 
and  increase  the  pure  scientific  knowledge  of  mankind.  To 
this  end  a  fund  of  about  $700,000,  part  of  which  is  invested 
in  buildings,  leaving  an  income-bearing  fund  of  about 
$500,000,  is  within  the  control  of  the  institution. 

The  income  of  that  fund  is  appropriated  in  this  way : 
Suppose,  for  instance,  an  eminent  mathematician  says  that 
he  desires  to  have  made  a  computation  in  connection  with 
certain  investigations  to  determine  the  ^tuse  of  the  pertur- 
bation  of  a  planet,  such  as  those  of  Leverrier  which  led  to 
the  discovery  of  the  planet  Neptune.  If  those  investiga- 
tions'require  a  large  amount  of  mathematical  computation 
which  may  almost  be  termed  mechanical,  this  would  involve 
a  good  deal  of  expense  to  him.  Suppose  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  decides  that  the  result  of  such  investigation  will 
advance  scientific  knowledge,  it  will  advance  a  sum  of  money 
to  pay  for  such  computations,  if  it  does  not  pay  anything  to 
the  scientific  man  himself  as  compensation,  or  for  support. 
So  if  a  scientific  man  wishes  to  make  a  certain  inquiry  into 
the  laws  of  optics  or  of  electricity,  and  if  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  is  satisfied  of  the  capacity  of  the  person  and  of 
the  usefulness  of  the  results  likely  to  be  obtained,  it  appro- 
priates such  sum  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  obtain 
the  requisite  apparatus,  and  lets  him  have  the  use  of  it;  and 
then,  if  the  result  of  that  investigation  is  found  to  be  of 
value  to  science,  it  appropriates  the  money  for  its  publication. 

Now  everybody  knows  the  familiar  instance  when  Morse 
invented  his  alphabet  for  recording  telegraphy.  The  knowl- 
edge of  the  laws  of  magnetism,  which  made  that  magnificent 
invention  serviceable  to  mankind,  which  has  rendered  the 
name  of  American  science  illustrious,  came  from  the  pre- 
vious researches  and  investigations  of  Professor  Henry,  who 
brought  from  the  vast  treasure-house  of  science  that  knowl- 
edge of  the  laws  of  nature  which  the  invention  of  Morse 
made  useful  for  the  practical  benefit  of  mankind.  Now,  in 
order  to  determine  what  papers  are  proper  to  be  published, 
or  what  kind  of  investigations,  among  the  large  number 
that  are  offered  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  will  be  use- 
ful for  the  advancement  of  science,  you  should  have  among 
the  members  of  that  board  persons  who  are  authority  in 
particular  departments  of  science.  Thev  are  not  selected 
as  a  public  honor  to  the  persons  themselves;  they  are  not 
selected  for  the  purpose  of  recognizing  the  claims  of  or  of 
47 
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etimalating  interest  in  the  institution  i^  different  portions 
of  the  country ;  hnt  men  are  selected  whom  Professor  Heniy 
and  his  associates  in  that  institution  deem  competent  to 
decide  in  regard  to  the  particular  sdentific  investigati^u 
which  it  may  be  desired  to  make.  For  instance,  my  dis- 
tinguished finend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Maynard']  proposed 
tiie  name  of  Professor  Snell,  of  Amherst  CoU^e,  in  place 
of  the  late  Professor  Agassiz.  Professor  Snell,  of  Anmei^ 
College,  is  one  of  the  most  eminent  scholars  of  my  State; 
a  pure,  earnest,  modest  devotee  of  learning,  who  has  made 
a  thousand  contributions  to  scicince,  from  which  he  has  re- 
ceived no  benefit^  But  Professor  Snell's  life  has  been  de- 
voted to  the  investigation  of  optics,  magnetism,  and  certain 
branches  of  naturalscience,  which  are  also  the  spedal  por^ 
suits  of  Professor  Henry,  the  secretary  and  director  of  the 
institution ;  and  it  is  not  important,  therefore,  to  a4d  at  tins 
moment  to  the  force  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  anotiier 
gentleman  who  will  be  an  authority  on  matters  of  optics, 
magnetism,  ^vanism,  &c.  But  one  thing  on  which  Pro- 
fessor Agassiz,  just  deceased,  was  tiie  great  authori^  in  this 
country  and  the  world,  was  natural  mstory,  induaii^  the 
growth  of  animals,  the  origin  of  species,  the  nowtii  of 
plants,  of  trees,  &c.,  and  this  is  a  matter  in  regard  to  whidi 
the  science  of  the  worid  is  especially  busying  itself  at  the 
present  time,  and  of  a  knowledge  of  which  the  practical 
need  of  this  countrv  is  the  greatest. 

The  prairie  lands  of  the  Northwest,  which  lie  between 
the  dense  settlements  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  are 
in  need  of  the  scientific  information — as  my  friend  [Mr. 
Kelley]  who  does  me  the  honor  to  listen  to  me,  knows  very 
well — which  may  cover  those  lands  with  forests,  with  shade- 
trees,  with  vegetation.  Professor  Gray  is,  perhaps,  the 
freatest  authority  in  the  world  on  that  special  matter.  Now, 
ow  idle,  how  unwise,  it  would  be  for  the  members  of  this 
House  to  say  that,  because  Colorado  or  Wyoming  are  to  be 
represented  on  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  they  may  appoint  some  man  from  those  Terri- 
tories rather  than  appoint  Professor  Gray,  the  greatest  au- 
thority on  this  question.  He  happened  to  reside  at  Cam- 
bridge in  his  youth  and  in  the  time  of  his  early  studies. 
The  libraries  and  scientific  apparatus  which  were  necessary 
for  the  prosecution  of  his  studies  in  that  department  of 
science  were  there.  So  in  the  case  of 'Professor  Dana.  I 
suppose  any  California  gentleman  on  this  floor  will  agree 
that  no  man  has  been  so  great  a  benefactor  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  mineral  resources  of  the  State  of  California  as 
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Professors  Dana  and  Whitney.  (Professor  Whitney,  indeed, 
has  resided  in  California  of  late  years.)  Professor  Dana  is 
a  great  authority  on  matters  of  mines  and  minerals,  and  his 
life  has  been  where  a  library  and  apparatus,  making  the 
prosecution  of  his  labors  pleasant  and  profitable,  existed. 

Now  the  name  of  Alexander  T.  Stewart,  a  distinguished 
financier,  has  been  recommended  in  the  place  of  another 
man  of  wealth  and  a  business  man  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  (Mr.  Astor,)  and  the  committee  would  have  been  de- 
lighted to  adopt  that  recommendation;  but  we  were  in- 
formed by  a  gentleman  on  the  committee,  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  that  the  state  of  Mr.  Stewart's  health  is  such 
that  it  would  not  be  certain  he  would  be  able  to  give  his 
personal  attention  to  the  business  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 
"Therefore,  because  it  was  not  a  matter  of  personal  honor, 
but  because  it  was  a  matter  of  supplying  the  wants  of  this 
institution,  we  recommend  in  his  stead  the  name  of  an  emi- 
iient  man  of  science  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  formerly 
the  head  of  a  university  in  that  State,  who  adds  to  the  repu- 
tation and  capacity  of  a  scientific  man  great  financial  ability, 
as  exhibited  in  the  management  of  his  institution. 

Mr.  Wood.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  be- 
fore he  sits  down,  please  tell  me  whether  Mr.  Astor  retires 
at  his  own  request  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  Hoar.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Wood.  I  am  sorry  for  it,  for  he  is  one  of  the  best 
i)elles-lettres  scholars  in  the  country.  I  will  say,  further,  that 
I  cannot  see  what  practical  service  these  gentlemen  render 
^hen  they  come  here  once  a  year  for  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Hoar.  I  am  glad  the  gentleman  has  made  that 
suggestion.  Suppose  the  gentleman  from  New  York  goes 
to  Professor  Henry  with  a  paper  composed  by  himself  or 
some  friend,  or  asking  an  investigation  involving  the  use  of 
apparatus  or  other  expenditure  from  the  funds  of  the  insti- 
tution ;  Professor  Henry  refers  that  paper  or  that  request 
for  an  examination  to  one  of  these  scientific  gentlemen ;  he 
sends  it  to  him  at  his  home,  and  he  spends  perhaps  days  or 
weeks  in  determining  whether  the  paper  is  one  proper  to 
be  published  at  the  expense  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute, 
or  whether  the  investigation  is  one  fit  to  be  pursued.  This 
meeting  once  or  twice  a  year  in  Washington  is  but  a  trifie 
to  the  labor  which  these  five  or  six  scientific  gentlemen  per- 
form in  the  course  of  the  year.  There  is  residing  in  my  own 
city  a  gentleman,  the  librarian  of  the  Antiquarian  Society 
there,  who  prepared  by  the  labor  of  years  a  very  interesting 
and  important  paper  upon  the  origin  of  races  in  thiacountry— 


the  aborip^nal  aettlera  of  the  couutry.  That  paper  was  pub- 
lished nt  the  expense  of  the  Smithaonian  Institute;  and 
now  letters  come  from  all  parts  of  Europe  testifying  to  the 
appreciation  of  the  Bcieutifie  world  of  that  paper  published 
by  the  Smithsouian  Institute.  Now,  the  man  who  ie  to 
pronounce  upon  the  character  of  a  publication,  or  upon  the 
propriety  of  an  examination,  ehould  be  the  best  authority 
upon  that  special  question  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Matnard.  I  desire,  in  the  first  place,  to  make  a 
verbal  correction.  My  friend  from  Masaachusctta  has  falleo 
into  a  common  error  in  speaking  of  this  establisbnienttis 
the  "  Smithsonian  Institute."  James  Smith6on,who  founded 
it,  called  it  the  "  Smithsonian  Institution." 

Mr.  G.  F.  IIOAB.  I  am  much  obliged  to  the  gentleman 
for  that  correction;  and  now  will  the  gentleman  be  kind 
enough  to  state  to  the  House,  with  regard  to  the  gentleman 
whose  name  he  proposes,  what  special  branch  of  ecJence  he 
has  devoted  himself  to  ?  I  am  not  myself  as  familiar  with 
his  labors  as  perhaps  I  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Matnard.  I  listened  to  the  gentleman  from  Masea- 
chusetts  with  great  pleasure  and  instruction,  as  I  always  da 
We  can  best  ascertain  the  character  of  the  regency  of  the 
Bmithsonian  Institution  by  giving  the  names  and  residences 
of  those  who  recently  constituted  it.  They  are,  Louis  Af^assii. 
a  citizen  of  Massachusetts;  Theodore  D.  Woolsey,  a  citiien 
of  Connecticut ;  William  B.  Astor,  a  citizen  of  New  Yorli; 
Peter  Parker  and  William  T.  Sherman,  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington ;  and  John  Maclean,  a  citizen  of  New  Jersey.  All 
of  those  gentlemen,  it  will  be  seen,  come  within  the  category 
of  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts ;  hut  the  time  has  no; 
yet  come,  and  I  trust  it  never  may  come,  when  the  scientific 
talent  of  the  country  will  be  confined  within  a  limited  ares. 

The  gentlemen  proposed  are  all  distinguished,  and  I  did 
not  predicate  my  motion  upon  any  unfitness,  suggested  or 
implied,  or  intended  to  bo  understood,  in  reference  to  tbe 
superior  fitness  of  any  one  of  them.  I  suggested  what 
seemed  to  me  to  be  a  better  and  wiser  administration  of  tlii» 
great  public  trust — a  trust  committed  to  us  in  the  present 
of  the  civilized  world,  and  for  the  wise  administration  f 
which  we  stand  conspicuously  responsible.  My  suggestion  is 
that  we  should  select  the  regency  from  difierent  portions"' 
the  land,  so  as  to  represent  the  vast  geography  of  the  wboie 
country.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  asks  rac  n'ba' 
have  been  the  distinguishing  studies  and  the  character  of 
the  intellectual  labors  of  the  eminent  gentleman  whoso  nan)* 
I  have  ventured  to  mention — a  divine  of  eraiDence  in  th* 
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Protestant  Epiecopal  Church,  and  at  the  head  of  the  leading 
university  of  ray  State,  if  not  of  the  great  Southwest.  He 
is  eminent  for  his  high  literary  and  scientific  attainments, 
and  bns  been  a  scholar  all  hia  life;  and  his  head,  like  mine 
and  that  of  my  friend,  begins  to  bleach  from  the  effect  of 
years.  Many  gentlemen  on  this  floor  are  acquainted  with 
him  personally  or  by  character,  and  there  will  be  no  contro- 
versy, I  am  sure,  about  hia  fitness  for  this  duty.  But  I  have 
placed  the  diacussion  upon  higher  ground.  The  question 
is,  whether  it  is  not  a  wiser,  better,  more  politic  arrange- 
ment, other  things  equal,  to  distribute  these  offices  a  little 
more,  rather  than  to  concentrate  the  whole  regency  within 
a  few  States  upon  the  Atlantic  coast.  With  these  remarks 
I  leave  the  question. 

Mr.  MoNBOE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in 
regard  to  what  has  been  said  of  the  action  of  the  committee 
on  this  subject.  It  is  a  matter  of  groat  delicacy  to  discuss 
this  question  here  in  the  Ilouse  to  any  great  extent,  and  to 
discuss  the  multitude  of  names  that  would  at  once  be  offijrod 
here  if  the  question  of  the  claims  of  the  several  States  were 
to  be  fully  examined  on  this  floor;  for  their  claims  are  all 
very  excellent  and  very  valid.  I  am  not  without  some  sym- 
pathy  with  the  local  feeling  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  MayuardJ  As  a  member  ot  the  committee 
I  represent  Ohio.  Now,  Ohio  ia  a  State  also ;  there  is  some 
land  in  Ohio;  it  ia  quite  a  piece  of  territory,  and  I  could 
fiot  help  thinking  of  a  large  number  of  accomplished  gen- 
tlemen and  dear  friends  of  mine  in  that  State,  some  of  whom 
1  would  be  very  glad  to  have  named  for  these  places,  and 
men  whom  I  know  would  have  tilled  them  with  credit  to 
themBclvca  and  with  high  usefulness  to  the  objects  of  the 
institution.  But  I  saw  at  once  that  this  was  just  one  of  those 
questions  in  which  wo  must  give  up  local  preferences.  In 
discussing  a  question  of  science,  of  all  others,  I  imagine  on 
the  whole  a  man  will  be  most  useful  who  can  be  most  capa- 
ble, and  who  can  yield  moat  readily  to  local  preference  be- 
longing to  his  own  district.  I  recognized  the  necessity  for 
that;  and,  although  I  had  no  doubt  I  had  even  in  my  own 
^congressional  district,  where  there  are  four  colleges  of  a  very 
high  order,  the  very  best  men  in  the  world  to  till  these  vacan- 
cies, I  thought  it  quite  right  to  make  the  great  sac-ritice  of 
yielding  up  this  question  of  the  local  claims  of  my  congres- 
sional district. 

What  ia  there  of  locality  about  these  great  names  in 
science?  Who  cares  anything  about  where  their  domicile 
ia  ?    How  inferior  any  question  of  that  sort  is  in  compariaoa 
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with  the  high  commission  upon  which  God  has  sent  them 
into  this  world  and  the  grand  work  they  are  accomplishing! 
Will  anybody  who  hears  me  tell  me  that  Professor  Dana,  of 
New  Haven,  is  not  a  man  in  whom  my  own  locality  will  be 
interested?  He  belongs  to  my  locality;  he  belongs  to  my 
vicinage;  he  is  my  neighbor;  he  is  one  of  the  nearest  and 
best  of  my  neighbors ;  he  is  by  intellect  among  the  men  in 
whom  my  neighborhood  has  the  deepest  interest ;  he  belongs 
to  my  neighborhood;  and  so  do  Professor  Gray  and  Professor 
Agassiz.  They  have,  by  the  services  they  have  rendered  and 
are  rendering  to  science,  secured  the  interest  not  only  of 
New  England,  New  York,  but  the  interest  of  the  whole 
world.  And  there  is  no  better  principle,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon 
which  to  select  these  men  than  to  search  diligently  for  the 
best  and  put  them  in  these  places.  We,  therefore,  thought 
it  best  upon  the  whole  to  make  this  report  and  secure  its 
adoption  by  the  House  if  we  could. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  yield  to  me 
for  a  moment. 

Mr.  Monroe.  I  was  going  to  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  this  matter,  but  1  will  yield  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.     I  recognize  his  right  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  would  not  intrude  mj'  voice  on  the  House 
oa  this  question  but  for  ihe  fact  that  for  some  dozen  of  years 
I  have  been  more  or  less  associated  with  this  Smithsoniau 
regency;  and  I  would  say  to  the  House  we  have  never  had 
any  special  need  for  men  of  financial  ability,  at  least  since 
I  have  been  a  regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Our 
affairs  have  been  conducted  with  economy.  There  has  been 
no  surplus  which  has  not  been  used  in  a  proper  way,  and 
there  has  been  no  deficiency.  I  supposed  the  Board  of 
Regents  l)ad  sent  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Stewart  in  place  of 
Mr.  Astor  after  some  consultation  with  him,  but  I  learn  this 
commiitee  has  withdrawn  the  name  of  Mr.  Stewart  on  the 
simple  suggestion  that  his  health  is  not  good. 

I  propose  to  amend  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  so  as  to  replace  the  name  of  Mr.  Alex- 
ander T.  Stewart,  of  New  York ;  and  I  do  it  for  this  reason  : 
There  is  no  special  need  or  requirement  for  the  presence  of 
these  regents  at  Washington  except  once  or  twice  a  year. 
There  is  no  special  need  for  any  culture  in  any  particular 
line  of  science,  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  regents  at  leasts 
for  we  arc  supplied  with  men  of  that  quality  in  the  presi- 
dents and  professors  of  colleges  who  are  now  there.  But  t 
will  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Stewart,  who  is 
perhaps  entirely  ignorant  of  these  proceedings,  that  he  adds 
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to  his  great  wealth,  his  wonderful  mercaatile  ability,  and 
hia  skiirin  finance,  rare  edacation  and  great  refinement  of 
culture.  He  would  give  streugth,  solidity,  firmness,  to  thia 
institution.  I  think  the  original  idea  should  be  carried  out, 
and  his  name  replaced.  Then  we  would  avoid  all  these  dia- 
cuBsions  as  to  particular  localities  which  have  been  raised 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Maynard]  in  the 
suggestion  of  a  man  from  that  State.  1  therefore  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  by 
inserting  the  name  of  Alexander  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  MoNHOE.  I  now  yield  five  minutes  to  the  gentleman 
Irom  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Storm,J  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, after  which  I  propose  to  call  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  iStorh.  I  hope  that  the  resolution,  as  modified  by 
the  Committee  on  Ilrducation  and  Labor,  will  be  adopted. 
That  committee  carefully  considered  the  resolution  referred 
to,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  which  they  have  reported. 
The  name  of  Mr.  Stewart  was  before  that  committee,  to- 
gether with  several  other  names.  After  full  discussion  and 
interchange  of  views  by  the  members  of  the  committee  they 
came  to  this  conclusion,  and  I  trust  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee will  be  approved  by  this  House  at  this  time. 

If  we  follow  the  course  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Maynard]  and  ^e  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Cox]  I  have  no  doubt  that  every  gentleman  upon 
this  floor  has  some  particular  friend  wbom  he  would  desire 
to  honor  by  suggesting  his  name  for  this  position.  The  com- 
mittee have  looked  solely  to  the  qualifications,  scientific  and 
literary,  of  the  persons  whose  names  have  been  suggested. 
If  the  gentleman  can  give  one  reason  or  state  one  single 
particular  wherein  Mr.  Stewart  is  superior  to  Profesaor 
Coppee,  I  will  yield  to  him,  Mr.  Stewart  is  a  merchant,  of 
large  business,  engrossed  and  absorbed  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits. I  dare  say  be  would  be  entirely  unable  to  pay  any 
attention  at  all  to  any  question  that  might  be  referred  to 
him  should  he  be  appointed  to  this  place. 

Professor  Coppee,  as  a  scientific  and  literary  man,  is  abreast 
with  the  age  upon  all  questions  of  science,  and  is  largely 
interested  m  metallurgy,  civil  engineering,  and  minmg, 
qnestions  which  are  now  pressing  themselves  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  our  colleges  and  schools,  and  the  study  of  which  is 
replacing  the  old  study  of  the  dead  languages.  He  has  given 
great  attention  to  these  matters,  and  is  to-day  in  Pennsyl- 
vania one  of  the  leading  scientific  minds  upon  all  these  great 
Juestious,  in  which  the  people  have  such  a  deep  interest. 
think  that  it  is  due  to  that  clasa  of  our  people  that  thej 
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Bhould  be  represented  apon  the  Board  of  Regents  by  sach 
a  man  as  Professor  Coppte.  He  is  in  every  way  aiutlified 
for  the  place,  and  I  think  to  strike  him  from  the  list  pro- 
posed would  be  an  ungracious  act,  and  one  which  the  House 
would  not  desire  to  perform,  and  to  replace  him  by  a  man 
who  has  nothing  but  hb  wealth  to  recommend  him. 

Professor  Copp^e  has  a  thorough  military  training,  has 
been  honorably  connected  with  some  of  our  most  honored 
colleges,  and  is  now  the  president  of  the  Packer  University. 
He  has  published  one  of  the  best  text-books  we  have  on  lone 
and  rhetoric ;  he  is  the  hbtoriau  of  General  Grant,  and  his 
criticisms  on  the  military  movements  of  the  army  in  the  late 
war  are  the  best  we  have.  ^  He  is  a  scholar  of  high  attun- 
ments  and  of  great  financial  ability,  and  his  appointment 
would  be  a  deserved  compliment  to  his  great  talent. 

Mr.  Monroe.    I  now  call  the  previous  question. 

The  Speakbr.  Does  the  gentleman  call  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  bill  and  amendments  ? 

Mr.  Monroe.  At  the  earnest  requests  of  gentlemen  I  give 
my  personal  consent  that  a  vote  should  be  had  upon  the 
amendments. 

Mr.  Randall.    Did  the  committee  instruct  you  to  do  that! 

Mr.  Monroe.  No  ;  the  committee  gave  me  no  instruc- 
tions. 

Mr.  Randall.     Then  you  cannot  permit  it. 

Mr.  Monroe.  I  merely  said  that  I  was  willing  to  have 
votes  taken  on  these  amendments. 

Mr.  G.  P.  Hoar.  Allow  me  to  make  a  suggestion.  Should 
the  House  vot«  down  the  previous  question,  and  permit 
amendments  to  be  in  order,  and  the  name  of  any  gentleman 
should  be  proposed  and  rejected,  it  would  put  him  in  a  very 
uncomfortable  position.  But  if  the  House  should  sustain 
the  previous  question  it  will  determine  that  the  House  will 
adopt  the  recommendations  of  the  committee  as  a  whole. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  chairman  [Mr.  Monroe]  will  insist 
upon  the  previous  question  upon  the  bill  without  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Maynard.  After  having  debated  the  matter  for  half 
an  hour,  I  think  that  it  is  an  unkind  suggestion. 

Mr.  Randall.  ^  I  think  there  is  but  one  safe  course  for  us 
to  pursue  in  all  'such  matters.  We  cannot  in  this  House 
canvass  the  personal  merits  or  qualifications  of  individuals. 
I  dare  say  that  Mr.  Stewart  is  a  very  proper  man  for  the 
place.  But  the  committee  have  fully  examined  the  whole 
question,  and  have  made  their  report.     I  think  the  only  safe 
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coarse  for  us  to  pursue  is  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

In  regard  to  Professor  Copp^e,  allow  me  to  say  that  he  is 
a  gentleman  I  have  known  for  years.  He  is  a  professor  in 
the  university  in  which  I  was  partly  educated,  and  is  with- 
out a  superior  in  science  or  literature  in  this  country.  He 
would  be  a  very  worthy  successor  to  Mr.  Agassiz. 

Mr.  Monroe.    I  must'now  call  the  previous  question. 

The  Speaker.    Does  the  gentleman  include  amendments  ? 

Mr.  Monroe.  I  have  given  my  consent  personally.  Am 
I  the  proper  person  to  decide  that  question  ? 

The  Speaker.    The  only  person. 

Mr.  Monroe.  Then  I  will  call  for  the  previous  question 
upon  the  bill  and  amendments  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Maynard]  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Cox.] 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered. 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  May- 
nard] moves  to  insert  instead  of  the  name  of  Henry  CoppSe, 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  name  of  Thomas  W.  Humes,  of  Ten- 
nessee. The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  moves, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  insert  instead  of 
the  name  of  Mr.  Humes  the  name  of  Alexander  T.  Stewart, 
of  New  York.  The  first  question  is  upon  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  May- 
nard, it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Monroe  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
loint  resolution  was  passed;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

May  15,  1874. — Mr.  Donnan,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  back,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be 
concurred  in,  the  following  concurrent  resolution  from  the 
Senate  : 

Resolved,  (the  House  of  Representatives  concurring f)  Thftt  MTtfti/^&ve 
hundred  additional  copies  of  tne  report  of  the  Smithfonian  InitituUun,  iwr 
the  year  1873,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  institutioii :  Fravidid,  *ikii^t>li^ 
aggregate  number  of  pages  of  said  report  shall  not  exoMd  ^if^f  bupJof^ 
and  fifty,  and  that  there  be  no  illustrations  except  thote  fUmUbod  I^y.|ib« 
Smithionian  Institution. 

Mr.  Holman.  Does  that  resolution  propoie  tOjgM^<»^* 
the  copies  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  ? 
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'  Mr.  DoNNAN.    I  desire  to  say  to  the  House  that  this  reso* 

lution  proposes  five  thousand  less  than  the  usual  number 

of  copies ;  but  we  make  no  provision  for  fumishine  any 

/  copies  to  members  of  Congress.     The  whole  number  is  for 

the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  ought  to  be 
some  copies  for  members  of  Congress.  I  think  it  would  be 
fair  not  to  increase  the  number,  bulb  to  divide  it  up  so  that 
a  portion  shall  be  distributed  by  Senators  and  members  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  DoNNAN.  This  is  a  Senate  resolution  and  it  was  be- 
lieved inasmuch  as  members  of  Congress  have  no  means 
of  distributing  the  documents  that  they  could  obtain  such 
copies  as  they  desired  for  their  own  use  from  the  institu- 
tion. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  soiall 
number  provided  for  members  of  Congress.  Most  of  us  are 
perfectly  willing  to  send  them  to  our  constituents.  I  think 
one-third  of  the  number  should  be  furnished  for  the  use  of 
members  of  Congress.  What  is  the  number  which  the 
resolution  proposes  to  have  printed  ? 

Mr.  DoNNAN.  Seventy-five  hundred  for  distribution  by 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.     Seventy-five  hundred  all  together  ? 

Mr.  DoNNAN.  Yes ;  and  the  usual  number  was  twelve 
thousand. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  Then  I  would  move  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion so  that  three  thousand  copies  shall  be  furnished  to  the 
Senate  and  House ;  two  thousand  for  the  House,  and  one 
thousand  for  the  Senate,  and  that  the  remaining  forty-five 
hundred  shall  be  for  the  institution. 

Mr.  DoNNAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  House  voting 
on  that  amendment. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Hoar.  I  did  not  understand  whether  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  was  to  add  to  the 
number. 

Mr.  HoLMAN.  No ;  but  to  divide  the  number  proposed 
so  as  to  give  a  portion  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  House. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Hoar.  I  desire  to  say  that  this  number  is  only 
what  the  Smithsonian  Institution  desires  for  distribution 
according  to  its  systems  among  the  libraries  and  colleges  of 
the  country,  and  for  its  exchanges.  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  proper  or  wise  for  the  House  to  take  away  a  part  of  the 
ordinary  number  furnished  to  this  institution,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  distributing  this  document  to  favored  constituents 
of  members  of  the  House.     If  members  desire  copies  for 
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distribution,  I  think  they  should  add  to  aiid  not  diminish 
the  regular  supply  to  the  institution.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amenument  bo  that  the  number  propoaed  for  the  Ilouse  and 
Benatc  shall  be  in  addition  to  the  number  proposed  by  the 
resolution. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and 
the  amendment,  as  amended'was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  DoNKAS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
resolution  was  concurred  in  ;  and  also  moved  that  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

December  11,  1874. — On  motion  by  Mr.  Hooper,  the  joint 
resolution  appointing  George  Bancroft  a  Recent  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  in  place  of  William  T.  Sherman, 
resigned,  was  taken  up,  and  passed. 

Januari/  26,  187r>. — Annual  report,  for  the  year  1874,  laid 
before  the  Ilouse  of  Kepresentativea,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Februnry  8,  1875. — Mr.  IIoab  moved  to  have  additional 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  printed. 

February  24,  1875. — Mr.  Donnak,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  tho  following  resolution  ;  which  was 
read,  and  agreed  to : 

Jiasolved,  (by  the  House  n/  Bepresmialhu,  the  Senate  comMrriag,)  That 
10,600  cnpiea  of  the  rcporl  of  the  Smitbaoniau  Institution,  for  the  jear 
1874,  be  printed ;  2,000  eopias  of  which  sbnil  be  for  tbe  use  of  the  Houae  of 
BepresentativcB,  1,000  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  7,&00  for  tho  uae  of  tho 
Institution :  Pmnitied,  That  tho  aggregate  number  of  pages  of  laid  repots 
•hall  not  exceed  450,  and  that  there  shall  ba  no  illustrations,  except  those 
ftirnished  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

March  2,  1875.— Mr.  Hoar  introduced  a  hill  extending 
■the  privileges  of  the  library  of  (Jongrees  to  the  Regents  of 
i;he  SmithA)nian  Institution ;  which  v 
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Sbnatb,  April  IS,  1876. 

Annual  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  1875, 
laid  before  the  Senate.  • 

Mr.  Hamlin  moved  that  extra  copies  be  printed. 

AprU  20, 1876. — ^Mr.  Anthony,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to : 

Re9olvedi  (fty  ths  Senate^  ths  Houae  of  ReprtaentaivoeM  oofMnrrtiy,)  Tlitt 
10,600  copies  of  the  report  of  the  BmithBonian  Institution,  for  the  jw 
1876,  he  printed :  1,000  oopies  of  which  shall  he  for  the  use  of  the  Sensts, 
2,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  7,600  oopiM 
for  the  use  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution :  ProoicM,  That  the  mggnffi* 
numher  of  pages  shall  not  exceed  460,  and  that  there  shall  he  nollinitrft' 
tions,  except  uose  fUmished  hy  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 


January  26, 1877. — The  Pbesideni  pro  tempore  presented 
a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Kegents  of  the  Smitksoniaa 
Institution,  adopted  at  a  meeting  held  January  24,  1877, 
asking  an  appropriation  by  Congress  for  the  erection  of  t 
suitable  building,  in  connection  with  the  present  edifice,  for 
the  accommodation  of  additional  collections ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

February  6, 1877. — Mr.  Stevenson.  I  desire  to  presents 
memorial  from  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
which  I  desire  to  have  read.  It  will  be  found  to  refer  to  a 
subject  in  which  the  entire  country  must,  I  am  sure,  feel  a 
very  deep  interest. 

It  is  known  to  the  Senate  that  the  Smithsonian  Instito- 
tion  was  represented  at  the  late  Centennial  Exhibition  at 
Philadelphia.  At  the  close  of  that  exposition  a  number  of 
the  foreign  powers  there  represented,  and  who  contributed 
to  that  grand  national  display,  at  its  close  gcn6rou8lj[  do- 
nated to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  most  of  their  articles 
and  products  there  exhibited.  A  list  of  the  articles  donated 
and  the  name  of  the  donors  accompany  this  memorial. 
Among  these  gifts  will  be  found  an  exquisite  pair  of  vases 
valued  at  some  $17,000. 

The  motive  which  prompted  these  donations  to  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  was  unquestionably  one  of  amity  and 
respect  entertained  by  the  foreign  powers  donating  tbem 
for  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  But  unquestion- 
ably these  donors  expected  that  this  Government  would, 
through  the  agency  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  kcep 
these  articles  thus  donated  on  public  exhibition,  and  iu  this 
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'  way  the  respective  products  of  each  country  would  become 
known  to  tbe  people  of  our  entire  country. 

The  articIeB  donated  are  valuable,  rare,  varied,  and  occupy 
much  space.  Tliey  are  all,  I  believe,  now  stored  in  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  reaaoD  that  the  Sniitbaonian  Institution  has 
DO  building  in  which  they  can  be  either  exhibited  or  eafeiy 
preserved.  They  must  remain,  therefore,  in  boxes,  subject 
'  to  injury  and  to  decay,  unless  Congress  shall  take  some 
immediate  action  toward  the  erection  of  a  building  in  all 
respects  suitable  for  their  exhibition  and  preservation.  The 
■capacity  of  such  a  building  is  estimated  by  competent  arch- 
itects to  be  four  times  as  large  as  the  Smithsonian  building. 
A  plaa  of  such  a  structure  has  been  already  drawn  by  Gen- 
'  eral  Meigs.  Its  estimated  coat  will  not  exceed  $200,000. 
,  The  regents  of  the  institution  by  this  memorial  aek  Con- 
I  gress  to  make  at  once  the  necessary  appropriation.  If  it  be 
.  promptly  done,  a  beautiful  and  capacious  building  can  be 
,  .put  up  and  liuished  by  the  assembling  of  Congress  in  De- 
;  cemher  next.  Of  course,  this  mcnional  ehould  go  first  to 
,  the  Committee  on  Public  Building  and  Grounds.  The 
"Jjrompt  erection  of  the -proposed  building  is  a  public  necea- 
p«ty,  which,  I  hope,  will  commend  itself  to  the  judgment  of 
that  committee — and  I  trust  tbey  will  at  the  earliest  moment 
make  a  report.  I  submit  that  the  honor  and  good  faitb  of 
'  our  cou'itry  seems  to  demand  and  require  prompt  and  lib- 
,'  oral  action  by  Congress,  That  is  all  I  have  now  to  suggest. 
Mr.  CosKl-lNO.  What  is  the  worth  of  these  articles? 
Mr.  Stevenson.  It  is  stated  in  the  memorial  that  the  es- 
timated value  is  a  million  dollars.  I  ask  that  the  memorial 
be  now  read. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows  . 
7b  Ike  Senate  and  Hotae  of  Representatives  of  the 
''  United  Stales  of  America  in  Congress  auemhled : 

The  undorsignfd,  RegerU  of  the  Smilhsonian  Institution,  beg  Icava  r»- 
^■pectfiillj  to  liif  before  j'ou  n  question  which  has  suddenly  arisen,  and  which 
'■  on  ho  solved  only  by  your  authority. 

'\  In  the  ye*r  18^6,  on  Iho  crganixation  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
^  ''for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  ainongmen,"  Congress,  to  the 
ij  erent  relief  of  the  Patent  Office  and  other  public  buildings,  devolved  upon 
V  tlie  regents  of  thut  institution  the  custody  of  "  alt  objects  of  art  and  of  for- 
y  tfgn  nnd  curious  rcaeiirfjEi,  and  all  objects  of  natural  history,  plants,  ai>d 
jfieological  nnd  minern  logical  specimens  belonging  or  horesfler  to  belong  to 
rue  United  Slates,  which  may  be  in  the  city  of  Washington." 
f  In  Qccorduno)  with  this  enactment  the  institution  has  received  nnd  mre- 
^jlblly  preserved  nil  tlio  specimens  which  have  been  brought  together  from  mor» 
fltuin  Dnypubiiu  exploring  expcditinos,  nnd  has  added  »p(>i.'t mens  collected 
Ll^  itself  or  obtained  from  foreisn  muioumi  by  cxcbanijo,  till  its  present 
Fwifli-e  in  the  beginning  of  IST6  had  become  rull  to  orerllowing. 

By  an  act  bearing  date  July  81,  1870,  ndditlnnal  duties  were  laid  upon 
''  a  Smithsonian  Institution  as  custodian,  Nnd  f4,000  were. appropriated 
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<<  for  repairing  and  flUinff  up  the  so-called  armory  bnildins,  on  tiie  XiII 
between  Sixth  and  Seventh  ttreeti,  and  to  enable  the  Smithaoman  Institntkn 
to  store  therein  and  to  take  care  of  specimens  o^  tiie  extensiTC  series  of  fts 
ores  of  the  precious  metals,  marbles,  building  stones,  ooals,  and  namBrocn 
oUects  of  natural  history  now  on  exhibition  in  Philadelphia,  indodio; 
other  objects  of  practical  and  economical  value  presented  by  vanoiis  foroga 
governments  to  the  national  museum." 

As  a  fruit  of  this  act  of  the  General  Government,  the  Smlthsonisn  Initi- 
tution  finds  itself  the  custodian  of  enormous  collections  that  had  been  dis- 
played at  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  and  on  closing  of  that  exhibition  hid 
Deen  presented  to  the  United  States.  These  donations  are  made  by  indifid- 
uals  amonff  our  own  citiaens,  by  foreign  exhibitors,  and  l^  several  of  tlie 
States  of  the  Union ;  and  there  is  scaroel v  a  power  in  the  civiHsed  world  in 
any  region  of  the  globe  which  has  not  taken  part  in  the  contribntioiis,  tad 
some  of  them  with  the  largest  generosity.  Men  of  science  most  competent 
to  pass  Judgment  pronounce  them  to  be  of  immense  value,  wad  are  of  oda* 
ion  that,  including  the  gift  from  States  of  the  Union  and  the  exhi^tsof  tlie 
United  States,  they  could  not  have  been  brought  together  bypnrchsMfiff 
less  than  a  million  of  dollars. 

That  the  magnitude  and  value  of  the  donations  fh>m  foreign  covenunesti 
may  be  manifest,  we  annex  to  this  memorial  a  list  of  the  morelmportastof 
them  as  prepared  by  Professor  S.  7.  Baird,  who  represented  the  Smttha^ 
nian  Institution  at  Philadelphia. 

Their  adequate  exhibition  requires  an  additional  building  which  shslii^ 
ford  at  least  four  times  the  space  Aimished  by  the  present  edUloa  of  tki 
institution. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  now  in  possession  of  thenste- 
rlals  of  a  museum  exhibiting  the  natural  products  of  our  own  coontijiao- 
ciated  with  those  of  foreiirn  nations  which  would  rival  in  magnitude,  nfaH^ 
and  interest  the  most  celebrated  museums  of  the  Old  World. 

The  immediate  practical  question  is :  Shall  these  predons  materiihlNftr 
the  most  part  packed  away  in  boxes,  liable  to  injury  and  decay,  or  shall  tbtf 
be  exhibited? 

It  was  the  act  of  Congress  which  ordered  the  acceptance  in  trust  of  theK 
noble  gifts  to  the  United  States.  The  receiving  of  tnem  implies  thst  they 
will  be  taken  care  of  in  a  manner  corresponding  to  the  just  expectations  of 
those  who  gave  them ;  and  one  of  the  prevailing  motives  of  the  donon  vii 
that  the  productions  of  their  several  lands  might  continue  to  be  ezhihited. 
The  intrinsic  value  of  the  donations  is  moreover  enhanced  by  the  dream" 
stances  under  which  they  were  made.  They  came  to  us  in  the  one  hon- 
dredth  year  of  our  life  as  a  nation,  in  token  of  the  desire  of  the  governments 
of  the  world  to  manifest  their  interest  in  our  destiny.  This  consideration 
becomes  the  more  pleasing  when  we  bring  to  mind  that  these  gifts  hav0 
been  received,  not  exclusively  from  the  great  nations  of  Europe  from  which 
we  are  sprung,  or  from  the  empire  and  republics  on  our  own  continent  he- 
youd  the  line,  but  that  they  come  to  us  from  the  oldest  abode  of  civilisation 
on  the  Nile,  from  the  time-honored  empires  and  kingdoms  of  the  remotest 
Eastern  Asia,  and  from  the  principal  States  which  are  rising  into  intellect- 
ual and  industrial  and  political  greatness  in  the  farthest  isles  and  continent; 
from  States  which  are  younger  than  ourselves  and  bring  their  contributions 
as  a  congratulatory  offering  to  their  elder  brother. 

We  have  deemed  it  our  duty  to  lay  these  facts  tmd  reflections  before  both 
Houses  of  Congress  and  to  represent  to  them  that,  if  they,  in  their  wisdom, 
think  that  this  unequaled  accumulation  of  natural  specimens  and  works 
interesting  to  science,  the  evidence  of  the  good  will  to  us  that  exists  smong 
men,  should  be  placed  where  it  can  be  seen  and  studied  by  the  people  of  oar 
own  land  and  by  travelers  from  abroad,  it  will  be  necessary  to  msike ansP' 
propriation  for  the  immediate  erection  of  a  spacious  buildinf.  Csrwu 
inquiries  have  been  instituted  to  ascertain  the  smallest  sum  which  would  be 
adequate  to  that  purpose ;  and  the  plan  of  a  convenient  structure  hss  been 
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made  by  General  Meigs,  the  Quartermaster  General  United  States  Army. 
We  beg  leave  farther  to  represent  that  to  accomplish  the  purpose  there 
would  be  need  of  an  appropriation  of  $250,000.  Tnis  amount  is  required 
not  as  a  first  instalment,  to  be  followed  by  others,  but  as  sufficient  entirely 
to  complete  the  edifice. 

Should  this  appropriation  be  made  at  an  early  day  the  building  could  be 
ready  for  the  reception  of  articles  before  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

M.  R.  WAITE, 
T.  W.  FERRY, 
H.  HAMLIN, 
J.  W.  STEVENSON, 
A.  A.  SARGENT, 
HIESTER  CLYMBR, 
BEN  J.  H.  HILL, 
GEO.  W.  McCRARY, 
PETER  PARKER, 
ASA  GRAY, 
GEO.  BANCROFT, 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Ineiitutum. 

Washington,  February  6,  1877. 

Mr.  Morrill.  I  desire  to  say  to  the  Senate  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  have  already 
had  the  subject  before  them  and  would  have  made  a  report 
before  this  time,  but  we  understood  that  the  same  subject 
was  before  a  committee  of  the  House,  where  it  was  being 
fiivorably  considered.  As  I  have  stated  in  years  past,  it  has 
seemed  to  be  a  necessity  that  we  should  provide  for  a 
National  Museum.  It  has  been  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  I  believe  unanimously,  for  some  years,  that  we 
ought  to  take  all  of  the  squares  next  east  of  the  public 
grounds,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  on  the  north 
and  south  range  of  one  square,  taking  one  square  in  depth 
and  the  whole  length,  for  the  purpose  of  a  National  Museum 
and  Congressional  Library;  and  evidently  this  matter 
should  be  provided  for  at  once.  The  National  Armory  I 
understand  is  already  filled  from  basement  to  top. 

Mr.  Sargent.  With  boxes  without  any  opportunity  for 
display. 

Mr.  Morrill.  With  boxes  without  any  opportunity  of 
displaying  their  contents ;  and  there  are  at  this  time,  as  I 
am  informed,  at  least  fifty  car-loads  of  articles  that  have 
been  given  to  us  by  foreign  governments.  Thirty-two  or 
thirty-three  out  of  the  forty  nationalities  abroad  have  given 
us  their  entire  exhibits  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition.  Their 
money  value  is  scarcely  computable,  but  if  it  were  to  be 
computed  it  exceeds  our  own,  as  large  as  our  exhibits  were 
there  and  as  creditable  to  the  country.  Our  own,  I  believe, 
in  money  value  have  been  computed  at  $400,000.  These 
foreign  exhibits  are  computed,  at  least  in  money  value,  at 
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the  sum  of  $600,000,  but  in  historical  and  scientific  interest 
they  perhaps  surpass  anything  that  has  been  assembled  in 
any  national  museum  on  the  globe. 

I  shall,  therefore,  hope  to  receive  favorable  coDsideratioD 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds  at  an  early  day  if  in  the  meantime  we  do  not  re- 
ceive a  bill  from  the  House  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Stevenson.     I  now  move,  Mr.  President,  that  this 
memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds.     Allow  me  to  add  a  single  word.     I  hope 
that  speedy  action  will  be  had  by  both  the  Senate  and  the 
committee.     I  hope  this  building  will  be  put  on  the  Smith- 
sonian grounds.     There  is  ample  room  on  that  square  with 
out  the  cost  of  additional  ground.     Professor  Henry  assures 
me  that  with  the  erection  of  the  contemplated  building  od 
the  plan  of  General  Meigs,  with  the  articles  now  on  exhibi- 
tion in  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  with  those  just  donated, 
we  shall  have  the  nucleus  of  a  National  Museum  which  in 
a  few  years  will  equal  any  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Sargent.  Accompanying  this  memorial  is  a  list  of 
the  various  articles  contributed  by  different  powers,  by  dif- 
ferent exhibitors,  and  by  States  of  the  Union,  and  I  think 
that  if  Senators  will  take  the  pains  to  examine  that  list 
they  will  find  that  articles,  rare  in  their  character,  of  great 
interest  in  a  scientific  point  of  view  and  of  intrinsic  value, 
have  been  given  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
To  properly  display  these  objects  will  be  to  furnish  educa- 
tion of  the  most  valuable  character  to  all  of  our  people  (and 
there  are  millions  of  them  who  come  here)  who  visit  this 
capital. 

I  wish  to  add  my  earnest  desire  that  the  committee  will 
promptly  report  a  measure  that  will  enable  us  to  open  this 
great  educational  institution  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  to  utilize  this  vast  and  valuable  collection  which 
has  been  given  to  us,  to  show  that  we  receive  them  fro© 
these  powers  in  good  faith,  and  are  disposed  to  show  that 
we  properly  appreciate  the  riches  which  they  have  placed 
within  our  hands. 

I  move  that  the  list  with  the  memorial  be  printed,  and 
that  they  both  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Building* 
and  Grounds. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

February  14,  1877.— Mr.  Morrill,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Building  and  Grounds,  reported  a  bill  (8.  No. 
1252)  for  the  erection  of  a  fire-proof  building  for  the  N«^ 
tional  Museum ;  which  was  read  by  its  title. 


Mr.  MoBRiLL.     Let  the  bill  be, read  at  length, 
take  but  a  moment. 

The  PRESIDENX  pro  tempore.  The  bill  will  be  read  the 
second  time  at  length. 

The  chief  clerk  read  the  bill,  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e..  That  for  a  fire-proof  butldiDg  for  the  use  of  the  No- 
tiono!  Museum,  three  hundred  feet  square,  to  bo  erected  under  the  direction 
■nd  supervision  of  the  Begents  of  the  Smithaonian  Institution,  in  acdbrd- 
auce  with  the  plan  of  Kajor  General  M.  G.  Moigt,  now  on  Bte  with  Ihe 
Joint  Committee  of  Public  Buildings  and  Orounda,  on  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  grounds  of  the  Bmithsonian  Icstltulion,  the  sum  of  (250,000  ia 
hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  a  ppro 

Iiriated.  baid  building  to  be  placed  west  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
eaving  a  road-way  betwcec  it  and  the  latter  of  not  less  than  thirty  feet, 
with  its  north  front  on  a  line  parallel  with  the  north  face  of  the  buildings 
of  the  Agyicultuml  Department  and  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and 
al]  expenditures  for  the  purposes  herein  mcntiooed,  not  including  anything 
for  architectural  plans,  shall  be  audited  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department.  , 

The  ruESiDENTjsro  fem/iore.  The  bill  will  bo  placed  on 
the  calendar. 

February  22,  1877. — Mr.  MoKBiLL.  I  ask  the  Senate  to 
take  up  a  bill  that  will  not  take  more  than  three  or  fonr 
minutes  in  relation  to  the  National  Mnseum.  It  ia  rather 
important  that  this  bill  should  be  acted  upon  that  it  maj  go 
to  the  House.  The  bill  is  ono  which  has  been  reported  hy 
the  action  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  two  UotiBes,  that 
is  to  say,  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  and  the  sub-com- 
mittee of  the  House,  and  meets  their  unanimous  approval. 
I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (8.  No.  1252)  for  the  erection  of  a  fire-proof  building 
for  the  National  Museum. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  as  in  Com- 
mittee on  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill. 

Mr.  MoKRiLL.  I  shall  not  occupy  any  time  in  an  ex- 
planation of  this  bill,  for  I  presume  ever?  Senator  recog- 
nizes the  prime  necessity  there  is  for  it.  1  he  hill  is  so  care< 
fully  guarded  that  there  will  be  no  danger  of  any  further 
demand  upon  the  Treasury,  and  I  think  it  will  meet  the 
approbation  of  all  who  examine  it. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without  amendment, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

March  1,  1877. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Anthony,  tbo  House 
resolution  of  February  28,  to  print  10,500  copies  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Institution  for  1876,  was  concurred  in, 

March  2,  1877. — The  Senate  having  under  consideration 
the  Sundry  Civil  appropriation  bill,  the  next  amendment  was 
4S 
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in  line  486,  under  the  head  of  ^^  Smithsonian  Institntioii" 
to  increase  the  appropriiftion  ^^  for  preservation  and  care  of 
the  collections  of  the  National  Museum  "  from  |13,000  to 
125,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  line  487  to  insert : 

For  expenses  of  making  up  into  sets  for  distribution  to  ooDcgoi  and 
academies  the  duplicate  ores,  minerals,  and  objects  of  natural  history  now 
belonging  to  the  United  States  or  in  the  collections  of  the  intemationil  ex- 
position presented  to  it  by  foreign  goTernments,  $5,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  line  492  to  insert : 

For  a  fire-proof  building  for  the  use  of  the  National  Mugtom,  three  hiu- 
dred  feet  square,  to  be  erected  under  the  direction  and  supenrisioii  of  the 
Begents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of 
Major  General  M.  C.  Meigs,  now  on  file  with  the  Joint  Committee  of  Fob- 
V  lie  Buildings  and  Grounds,  on  the  southwest  comer  of  the  grounds  of  tiie 
Smithsonian  Institution,  the  sum  of  $250,000  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated ;  said  building  to  be 
placed  west  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  leaving  a  roadway  between  it 
and  the  latter  of  not  less  than  thirty  feet,  with  its  north  front  on  a  line  ps> 
allel  with  the  north  face  of  the  buildings  of  the  Agricultural  Deptrtment 
and  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  and  all  expenditures  for  the  pnrpoiei 
herein  mentioned,  not  including  anything  for  architectural  plans,  shsll  be 
audited  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  Sabgent.  On  line  500,  after  the  word  "  dollars,"  I 
move  to  strike  ont  the  words  ^^  is  hereby  appropriated  oat 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

House  of  Representatives,  December  14, 1875. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Hiester  Clymer,  of  Peon., 
Mr.  Benjamin  H.  Hill,  of  Greorgia,  Mr.  George  W.  Mo- 
Crary,  of  Iowa,  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

April  27, 1876. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  the  concII^ 
rent  resolution  of  the  Senate,  for  printine  extra  copies  of 
the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  tor  the  year  1875, 
was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  and  referred. 

May  24,  1876. — Mr.  Ballou,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  Senate  resolation  of  April  20,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

February  2, 1877. — ^The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House 
a  preamble  and  resolution  from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  relative  to  additional  room  for  the 
collections  of  the  institution ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 
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February  7,  1877. — Mr,  Clymbr.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
aent  to  present  tor  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
BuildingB  and  Grounds  a.  memorial  of  the  Kcgenta  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  and  beg  permission  briefly  to  ex- 
plain its  import. 

It  sets  forth  that  many  foreign  natious,  states,  and  Indi- 
viduals, by  whom  articles  were  sent  to  the  centennial  exhi- 
bition at  Philadelphia,  have  made  noble  and  valuable  gifts 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  objects  of  art, 
of  tire-arms,  of  mineral  and  agricultural  products,  and  of 
artistic  and  mechanic  skill.  It  may  not  be  disputed  that 
the  acceptance  of  them  by  the  Government  imposes  an  ob- 
ligation that  they  shall  be  preserved  and  exhibited  for  the 
graiitication  and  instruction  of  the  people.  Their  preserva- 
tion and  exhibition  must  be  confided  to  the  National  Mu- 
seum, of  which  by  law  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  have  the  custody.  Tliey  have  presented  for  our 
consideration  the  necessity  for  erecting  a  suitable  building 
for  the  purposes  I  have  indicated,  giving  an  estimate  of  ita 
probable  cost.  I  do  not  ask  that  t.he  memorial  be  printed 
in  the  Mecord,  as  one  of  like  import  was  presented  to  the 
Senate,  which  will  be  found  in  its  proceedings  of  yesterday. 
1  therefore  ask  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  that  the  accompanying  list, 
setting  forth  the  names  of  the  donors  and  the  character  of 
them,  be  printed  in  the  Hecord  for  the  information  of  the 
House  and  the  country. 

Mr.  CASEif  YoUNO.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  that  there  is  already  a  bill  peTiding  before  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  on  which  a 
favorable  report  has  been  prepared,  and  we  only  wait  a 
meeting  of  the  committee  to  order  it  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  Cltmer.  I  am  delighted  to  have  that  information. 
But  it  can  do  the  committee  no  harm  to  have  the  memorial 
reterred  to  it. 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  aaka 
unanimous  consent  to  present  a  memorial  of  the  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  to  have  the  same  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  not  to 
be  brought  back  on  a  motion  to  reconsider.  Is  there  ob- 
jection ? 

Mr.  Clymer.  I  also  ask  that  the  list  attached  to  the 
memorial  be  printed  in  the  Record. 

Mr.  TowKSEND,  of  Pennsylvania,  I  ask  that  the  memo- 
rial itself  be  printed  in  the  Record. 

Mr.  Clymer,     With  the  accompanying  list. 
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There  wae  no  objection  ;  anJ  the  memorial  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and 
ordered,  with  the  accompanying  list,  to  be  printed  in  tha 
Mecord. 

February  16,  1877. — Annual  report  of  the  institution  for 
1876,  presented,  Mr.  McCrary  offered  a  resolution  to  print 
10,500  extra  copiea. 

February  28,  1877. — Mr.  Singleton,  from  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  reported  the  following  resolution  ;  which  was 
passed : 

ReaolBcd,  That  )0,eOO  copiea  of  tbe  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, for  llio  yeor  1870,  be  prinlpd.  1,000  copies  of  wliich  ahull  be  for  tha 
Uie  of  the  Senitte,  3,000  copies  of  which  RbaH  bo  for  the  use  of  the  Houeeof 
Kepreseatatives,  and  6,500  for  the  uee  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution :  iV»- 
vided,  That  the  aggregate  number  of  pages  shall  not  exceed  500,  and  that 
there  he  no  itlustrationa  except  those  ftiriiiahed  by  the  Smilhaonian  Institu- 

March  3,  1877. — Mr.  Cltmer,  1  ask  unanimous  consent 
that  the  bill  (S,  No.  1252}  for  the  erection  of  n  fire-proof 
building  for  a  National  Museum  be  taken  from  the  Speak- 
er's table  and  passed. 

The  clerk  read  the  bill,  as  followa: 

Bs  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  for  a  Sro-proof  building  for  the  use  of  the  Ka< 
tfoflBl  Museum,  three  hundred  feel  equsro,  to  be  erected  under  the  directiotk 
and  supervision  of  the  Beccnts  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  lu^ord- 
ance  with  the  plan  of  Major  General  M.  O.  Mei;^,  now  on  Ulo  nitb  the 
Joint  Commilteo  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  on  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  the  grounds  of  the  Smitbaonmn  Institution,  the  sum  of  $350,000  it 
hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 

E rioted ;  said  building  to  be  placed  west  of  the  Smithsoninn  Institution, 
inving  a  road-way  between  it  and  the  latter  of  not  less  than  thirty  fe«t, 
with  iu  north  front  on  a  line  paTaltcl  with  the  north  fuce  of  tiie  building* 
of  the  Agricultural  Department  and  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  and 
ai)  e7q)enditures  for  the  purposes  herein  mentioned,  not  including  anything 
for  architectural  plans,  shall  be  audited  by  the  proper  ofGcet*  of  lh« 
Treasury  Ueportment. 

Mr.  Throckmorton.  I  object- 
Mr.  Clymer.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and 
the  bill  passed,  and  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a 
brief  statement  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  Mills.    I  object. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  suHpend  the 
rules  and  pass  the  bill ;  and  on  a  division  there  were — ayes 
71,  nocB  41 ;  not  two-thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Clymeb.     I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered  ;  and  Mr,  Clymer  and  Mr.  Throck- 
morton were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — ayes  106, 
noes  42. 


Mr.  VaNcb,  of  Ohio.     I  call  for  the  yeaa  and  nays. 
The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  there  were — yeaa  99,  naya 
72,  not  voting  119;  aa  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adatax,  John  H.  Bugley,  Jr.,  Ballou,  Bnnkt, 
Belford,  Bell,  Blair,  Blias,  Bradley,  William  B,  Brown,  Horatio  0.  Bureh- 
ard,  CannoD,  Caewdl,  CaulQeld,  John  B.  Clark,  Jr.,  of  Missouri,  Clvmer, 
Conger,  Crapo,  Crounsp,  Cutler,  Danford,  Davy,  Denison,  EarooB,  Kvana, 
Pljo,  Foster,  Freeman,  Frye,  Oarficld,  Hale,  Ilancock,  HaralBon,  Harden- 
bergli,  Benjamin  W.  Harris,  Uatbom,  Haymond,  Hondec,  ncndorson, 
Abram  8.  Hewitt.  Hill,  Hoge,  Hopkins,  Hubbyll,  Hurlburt,  Hyman,  Joyce. 
Kuson,  Kolly,  Kimball,  Lamar,  Lynch,  Uackcy,  Magoon,  MacDougall, 
McCrary,  Miller,  Money,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Nash,  O'Brien,  O'Neill,  Page, 
"William  A.  Phillips,  Piatt,  Pratt,  Purman,  Hainey,  John  Reilly,  James  B. 
Beilly,  WiBiam  M.  liobbini,  Itobinson,  Busk,  Sampson,  Seelye,  Sinnick- 
■on,  Smalls,  A,  Herr  Smith,  Stone,  Stowell,  Strait,  Tarhoi,  Terry,  Martin 
I.  Towftsend,  Washington  Townsond,  Waddell,  John  W.  Wallace,  Watlar- 
Bon,  G.  Wiley  Wells,  While,  Whitehouae,  Andrew  Williams,  Alpheus  8. 
Wiliiama,  Charles  G,  Williams,  James  Williams,  William  B.  Willioms, 
James  Wilson,  Alan  Wood,  Jr.,  Woodburn,  Woodward,  Yeates,  and  .. 
Young— 99. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Ainsworth,  Beebo,  Bland,  Blount,  Boone,  Bucknor, 
John  H.  Caldwell,  William  P.  Caldwell.  Campbell,  John  B.  Clarke,  of 
Kentucky,  Cochrane,  Collins,  Culberson,  Davis,  Durham,  Ellis,  Felton, 
Finley,  Forney,  Fort,  Franklin,  Glover,  Goode,  Goodin,  Guntcr,  Andrew 
H.  Humillon,  John  T.  Harris,  Harrison,  Harlzell,  Hatcher,  Hays,  Hooker, 
Bouse,  Humphreys,  Jenks,  Tboino*  L.  Jones,  Knott,  Franklin  Landers, 
George  M.  Landers,  Lawrence,  Lo  Moyne,  Levy,  Lynde,  Mcode,  Mills, 
Morrison,  Mutchlor,  Neal,  New,  Payne,  John  F.  Philips,  Popplelon,  Boa, 
Beagan,  Bice,  Kiddle,  Miles  Boss,  Scales,  Singleton,  Slomons,  Southard, 
Sparks,  Springer,  Slenger,  Stevenson,  Thomas,  Throckmorton,  Tucker, 
Turuey,  John  L.  Vance,  Robert  B.  Vance,  Charles  C.  B.Walker.  Walling, 
"Warner,  Whitthorno,  Wiko,  Jere  N.  WJUams,  and  Benjamin  WlUon— 72. 
NOT  VOTING — Messrs.  Anderson,  Ashe.  Atkins,  Bagby,  Gooi^b  A, 
Bagley,  John  H.  Baker,  William  H.  Baker,  Banning,  Bass,  Blackburn, 
Bradford,  Bright,  John  Young  Brown,  Samuel  D.  Burchard,  Burleigh, 
ButtE,  Cabell,  Carr,  Cason,  Cats,  Chapin,  Cbittendcn.  Cooli,  Cowan,  Coi, 
Darrall,  De  Bolt,  Dibrell,  Dobbins,  Douglas,  Dunnell,  Durand,  Eden,  Eg* 
"bert,  Faulkner,  Field,  Fuller,  Gause.  Gioson,  Bobert  Hamilton,  Henry  B, 
Harris,  Hartridge,  Hcnkla,  Goldsmith  W.  Hewitt,  Hoar,  Holman,  Hopkins, 
Hunter,  Hunton,  Hurd,  Frank  Jones,  Eehr,  King,  Lane,  Lapbam,  Leaven- 
worth, Lewis,  Lord,  Lutirell,  Maish,  McDiU,  McFarland,  McMahon,  Mot- 
-calfe,  Miltiken,  Norton,  Odell,  Oliver,  Packer,  Phelps,  Pierce,  Piper, 
Pluisted,  Potter,  Powell,  John  Bobbins,  Boborts,  Sobieski  Boss,  Savage, 
Sayler,  Schleicher,  Schumaker,  Sheaklev,  William  B.  Smith,  Stanijjn, 
Stephens,  Bwann,  Tecse,  Thompson,  Thornburgh,  Tufts,  Van  Vorhes,  Wail, 
WaWron.  Gilbert  C.  Walker,  Alexander  H.  "Wallace,  Walsh,  Ward,  War- 

L  »™.  BnsstuB  WelU,  Wheeler,  Whiting,  Wiggiaton,  Willard,  Willis,  Wil- 

I  «nd  Fornnndo  Wood— 119. 

"j-thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof)  the  rules  were 
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Approved  August  10,  1846. 


By  Pbofsssob  Joseph  Hekbt. 


I.    The  Establishment  or  Smithsonian  Institution  Psopxb. 

1.  The  following  persons  shall  constitute  an  establishment: 

2.  Known  by  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

8.  For  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  amone  men,  vis : 
4.  The  President  of  the  tf.  S.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Vice  President.  Postmaster  General, 

Secretary  of  State,  Chief  Justice, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

Mayor  of  Washington. 
6.  And  such  other  persons  as  may  be  elected  by  them  honorary  memben» 

II.    Meetings  of  the  Establishment. 

1.  The  members  and  honorary  members  of  said  Institution  may  hold 

stated  and  special  meetings. 

2.  At  these  meetings  the  President,  and  in  his  absence,  the  Vice  Presi- 

dent of  the  United  States,  shall  preside. — See,  8M. 

8.  The  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents  is  also  Secretary  of  the  Insti- 
tution.— Sec.  Sd. 

4.  Meetings  to  be  called  in  manner  provided  for  in  by-laws  of  said  Insti- 
tution.— See.  Sth. 

III.    Objects  of  the  Meetings  of  the  Institution 

1.  Supervision  of  the  affairs  of  the  Institution. 

2.  Advice  and  instruction  of  Board  of  Eegents. 
8.  Election  of  honorary  members. 

4.  Enactment  of  by-laws  for  government  of  said  Institution. — See,  BtK. 

IV.    Funds  of  the  Institution. 

1.  The  property  of  James  Smithson  received  into  the  Treasury  on  the  1st 

September,  1838,  is  declared  a  loan  to  the  United  States  at  six  per 
cent,  per  annum  from  the  above  date. — Sees.  2d  and  ^th. 

2.  The  interest  which  accrued  up  to  the  1st  of  July,  1846,  or  so  much 

thereof  as  the  Regents  may  deem  necessary,  together  with  the  sur- 
plus interest  of  any  year,  is  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  a  build' 
inffj  and  to  other  current  incidental  expenses. — Sees.  2d  and  ^th. 

8.  The  interest  on  original  fund  perpetually  applied  to  maintenance  of 
the  Institution. — Sec.  2d. 

4.  Principal  not  to  be  touched.  Accruing  and  accrued  interest  to  be  ex- 
pended for  objects  of  Institution. — Sxs.  2d  and  9th. 

6.  Interest  payable  half-yearly,  on  Ist  January  and  1st  July,  in  each 
year. — Sec.  2d. 

6.  Amount  of  Smithson 's  property  received  into  the  Treas- 

ury on  September  1st,  1838, $516,169  OO 

7.  Interest  on  the  same  to  July  Ist,  1846,  .        .        .  242,129  00 

8.  Half-yearly  interest.— &c.  2d 16,466  07 
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V.    Board  or  Reoents. 

1.  Biuinew  of  the  Institution  to  be  conducted  bjr  Board,  to  be  called  Re- 

geats  of  tlie  SmithBOnian  InBtitution,  and  to  be  composed  of: 

2.  The  ITf  e  Praidtnt  of  U.  S.,  Chief  Justice,  and  Mayor  nf  Washingtojt— 

in  TJctue  of  their  office. 

3.  Three  members  of  Senate — appointed  by  President  of  Scnale : 

4.  Three  membera  of  the  House  of   Representatieea — appointed  by   the 

Speaker  biennially,  on  4th  ■Wedoeadoy  of  December: 

5.  Six  membera,  other  than  membera  of  Cbnpreas— appoinled  by  joint  reso- 

6.  Two  of  the  above  to  be  resident  in  "Washington,  and  members  of  the 

National  Institute. 
T.  The  other  Tour  from  the  States,  and  tio  tvia  from  the  same  Slate. — 
Ste.  ad. 

Vl.    Heoekts'  Teru  Of  OrFice. 

1.  The  Vice  Premdent,  Chief  Juatice,  and  Maijor  of  Washington— AuTing 

their  continuance  in  office. 

2.  Membera  of  Houae  of  Repreaentativea — until  4th  Wednesday  of  Decern* 

b«r,  l&ir.  and  to  be  selected  biennially  thereafter  on  Bttid  day. 

5.  Senalora — during  the  time  they  shall  bold,  witbout  re-election,  tlieir 

4.  Other  aix  members— i-so  for  two  years,  two  for  four  years,  two  for  ^ix 

Sirs,  to  be  determined  by  lot— -aAer  Qrst  term,  those  selected  shall 
for  six  years,  and  by  joint  resolution. — Sec.  Sd. 

VII.  Tacahcieb  in  Board  or  Beoentb. 

1.  Vacancies  among  Senatora  and  Membera  filled  by  motion  in  either 

House,  as  in  the  cose  of  vacancies  in  committees  of  either  House. 

2.  The  vacnncy  in  the  other  aix  by  joint  resolution. — Sec.  Zd. 

VIII.  MEETiifoa  or  Boabd  or  Beoents. 

1.  Pint  meeting  at  Washington,  let  Monday  in  September,  1646. 

2.  Subsequent  meetings  to  be  regulated  by  Kegents. 

3.  On  applieation  of  three  Kegents  it  shall  bo  tbo  duty  of  tbo  Secretary 

to  call  special  meetings;  notices  of  the  same  to  be  given  by  letter. 

4.  Five  membera  shall  form  a  quorum.'— &c.  Zd. 

IX.      COMrK.SSATlON   TO    BOABD   OP   RbOBNTB. 

1.  Each  member  shall  be  paid  his  necessary  trar-eliing  and  other  actual 

expenses  in  attending  meetings  of  the  Board. 

2.  His  services  as  Regent  shall  be  gratuitous. 

3.  Expetises  to  be  audited  by  Executive  Committee. 

4.  And  pocorded  by  Secretary. — Sec.  3(/. 

X.     DuTT  Of  KEOKKTa. 

1.  They  shall  conduct  the  business  of  the  Institution. — Sec.  3d. 

2.  May  bo  subject  to  tho  supervision,  advice,  and  instruction  of  tbo  ci- 

lablishment.    Sec.  %th. 

3.  Shall  bold  their  meetings  in  tho  City  of  Wnabington. 

i.  Shall  elect  one  of  their  number  as  Chancellor,  who  shall  be  presiding 
officer  of  Board,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Chancellor  of  tho 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

G.  Shall  also  elect  a  suitable  person  as  Secretary  of  said  Institution,  who 
flball  also  bo  Secretary  of  the  Board. — See.  Sit. 

6.  Shall  elect  three  of  their  own  body  as  Executive  Committee.— Sse.  3d. 

7.  Shall  approve  of  the  officers  appointed  by  Secretary. 

8.  Shall  fix  ulary  of  officers. 
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9.  Shall  select  site  for  building,  and  eien  records  of  the  uune. 
10.  Shall  caiue  to  be  erected  a  suitabla  building. 

LI.  Authorized,  by  themselvea,  or  by  a  committee  of  th<ur  memban,  to 

contract  for  Buch  building. 
12.  Shall  deposit  dupUcatw  of  such  cootracla  with  TresBurer   of  Unittd 

States. 
18.  Authorized  to  employ  (uperintendent  of  erection  of  building. 

14.  The  Regents,  or  Siecutive  Committee,  shall  certify  to  Chancellor  and 

Secretary,  sums  of  money  required  for  operations. 

15.  Shall  make  an  appropriation  for  a  Library,  not  to  exceed  f26,0W  an* 

IS.  They  shall  submit  report  to  Congress. 

XI.  DUTT,   &C.,   or   CHAJfCBLLOB. 

1.  Shall  be  the  presiding  officer  of  tho  Board. 

2.  By  the  name  of  Chancellor  of  tho  Smithsonian  InatitutioD. 

8.  He  shall,  with  the  Secretary,  examine  and  certi^  aJl  requisitioiii  fbr 
money,  of  EiecutiTs  Committee,  for  payment  at  the  Trcasnry.— 
See.  Zd. 

A.  He  shall  certify  all  copies  of  metes  and  bounds  of  site.— jite.  4ti. 

XII.  DtrcT,  &c.,  or  Sbcbbtart. 

1.  He  i^  Secretary  of  the  Institution,  alio  of  the  Board  of  Be^nts. 

2.  On  application  of  any  three  of  the  Begenls,  it  shall  be  bis  du^  to  t^ 

point  B  special  meeting  of  tho  Board  of  Regents,  by  giving  writtM 

8.  He  shall,  with  the  Chancellor,  examine  all  requisitjons  for  money  pre- 
sented to  him  by  the  Eiecutivo  Committee,  and  if  ha  appnm 
thereof,  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  17.  S.  for  ptf- 
ment.— Sec.  Zd. 

4.  These  requisitions  may  be  for :  (1)  payment  of  debts  j  (2)  perfomuuic* 
of  contracts ;  (8)  or  making  purchases ;  (4)  and  executing  the  objeOi 
authorized  by  tbis  act;  (5)  for  all  claims  on  contracts  msd«  b; 
Building  Committee. — Sees.  3rf  and  dih. 

&.  He  will  record  tho  selection  of  site,  and  make  copies  thereof  when  re- 
quired.—Sec.  ith. 

6.  Ho  will  file  duplicates  of  contracts  for  building,  &c.,  with  the  U.  S. 

Treasurer,— Sec.  5(A. 

7.  He  shall  take  charge  of  tho  building  and  property  of  said  Inititadas. 

8.  Ha  shall,  under  direction  of  Board  of  Bcgents,  make  a  fair  and  sccn- 

rato  record  of  all  their  proteedings. 
D.  Ho  shall  discharge  tho  duty  of  Librarian. 

10.  Also,  of  keeper  of  tho  museum. 

11.  Ho  may,  by  eoment  of  tho  Regents,  employ  auiitanis. — Sw.  7(4 

SIII.    Duty  of  Executitb  Committbe. 

1.  To  eiecuto  acts  of  Board  generally. 

2.  To  examine  and  certify  appropriations  necessary  to  operations  of  ^ 

fltitution. — Sees,  3d  and  6(A. 

XIV.    Pay  of  OFEicEsa,  awd  Tkkuki  or  0»r^^ 

1.  Said  offlcera  shall  receive  for  thoir  services  such  irxtn^ 

lowed  by  tho  Boord  of  RegentJ,  * 

2.  To  ho  puid  semi -annually — on  Iha  1st  of  J 
8.  Removable  by  tho  Board  of  R^flUtv^H 


1.  After  Bonrd  of  Regenls  ihull  have  met,  and  become  orgonized,  it  almll 

be  tlieir  duty  forthwith  to  prooeed  to  select  b  BUitabio  silo,  &c. 

2.  U^  Ik  taken  out  of  the  ground  between  Patent  Office  and  7th  street : 

Provided,  President,  tbo  leveral  Hecretwiea,  and  Commiaaioner  of 
the  Patent  Office,  shall  consent  to  tbo  same. 
t.  If  not,  then  such  location  may  be  made  on  other  of  tho  public  grounds 
In  the  City  of  WashinEton,  belonging  to  U.  8.,  which  said  Regenta 
may  select,  by  and  with  tl  "  "  '    '  ' 

Stcs.  Ath  and  5th. 

SVIII. 

:.  Grounds  so  selected  shall  be  get  out  br  metes  and  bounds. 
:.  Description  recorded  in  a  book  provided  for  tho  purpose. 
:.  Signed  by  said  Itegcnta,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  be  convened  at 

the  time  of  orcani/atinn. 
I.  Oeniflcd  copy  tiicreof  to  be   evidence  of  boundaries,  &c.;   and  said 

lands  are  appropriated  by  said  a 

XIX.      BUILDINOS   TO    BK    EbECTKU. 


>,  Board  of  Kcge: 


.  After  selection  of  sib 

suitable  buildini;. 
.  Of  plain  and  durable  materials,  and  st 
.  Without  unnecessary  o'         -    ■ 
.  Of  sufficient  si/o, 
I.  With  suitable  rooms,  or  halls,  for  the  reception  and  arrangement, 

upon  a  liberal  scale:    (1)  Of  objects  of  Natural  History.     (2.)  A 

geological  and  mineralogical  cabinet.    (3.)  A  chemical  laboratory. 

(4.)  A  library.   (5.)  A  gallery  of  art.   (6.)  And  Iho  necessary  Ibo- 

ture  rooms.— Sm.  6(A. 
.  Uay  be  made  to  form  wing  of  Patent  Office. 

XX.      CONTnACTS   AND    CLd.lMa   FOK   BciLDIXS. 

.  Said  Board  shall  have  authority,  by  iheroselves,  or  by  a 

throe  of  their  members,  to  contract  for  the  completion  of  such  buitd- 
ine  unon  plan  adopted  by  Regents. 

I.  Shall  taue  sufficient  security  for  building  and  flnisblng  same,  accord- 
ing to  plan,  and  in  the  time  stipulated. 

I.  DupTiciites  of  contracts  to  bo  flled  with  Treasurer  of  United  States. 

I.  All  claims  under  contracts  shall  bo  certiBed  by  Board  of  Regents,  or 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  signed  by  Chancellor  and  Secretary, 
and  paid  at  the  Treasury  of  United  Slates.— Sec.  6(A. 

BuiLStHa. 
IS  left  blank  in  tbo  act.— Sec.  5th. 
t  which   had   accrued   previous   to   Ist   September, 
current  oipcnsesj  and  the  surplus  interest  of  any  subse- 
quent year,  may  be  appropriated  to  this  purpose. — Saei,  9U  ami  5M. 
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XXII.      SUPXBIKTSNDKKCS  OT  COKBTBTIGTIOK. 

1.  BoArd  of  Begents  shall  employ  such  persons  as  they  may  deem  neo»> 

sary  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  buildings. 

2.  And  fitting  up  the  rooms  of  the  Institution. — See,  6ih. 

XXIII.    Pbotkgtion  ot  Pbopxrtt  bt  Law. 

All  laws  for  the  protection  of  public  property  in  Washington,  shall  spplr 
to.  and  be  m  force  for,  the  protection  of  the  lands,  buildingt,  lod 
other  property  of  said  Institution. — See,  6th, 

XXIY.    Pbopsbtt  ot  Jamxs  Smithsok — How  Xxpt. 

1.  The  minerals,  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  property  of  Smithson, 

shall  be  remoTed  to  said  Institution. 

2.  And  kept  separate  and  apart  from  the  other  property  of  the  Institn- 

tion. — See.  6ih, 

XXY.    CoLLXcnoKB,  Objects  of  Abt,  Spbcimxns,  Ac — ^How  Cumk^ 

Prxsxbvxd. 

1.  In  proportion  as  suitable  arrangements  can  be  made  for  their  recep- 

tion, all  objects  of  art,  and  of  foreign  and  curious  research,  sad  of 
natural  history,  plants,  geological  and  mineralogical  specimens,  bs- 
lon^ng  to,  or  nereafter  to  belong  to.  United  States,  which  msy  bt 
in  uie  city  of  Washington,  in  whosesoeyer  custody  the  same  may  be. 
shall  be  delivered  to  such  persons  as  may  be  authorized  by  the  oom 
of  Begents  to  receive  them. 

2.  They  shall  be  arranged  in  such  order,  and  so  classed,  as  best  to  ftdli- 

tate  examination  and  study  thereof,  in  the  building  aforesaid. 
8.  Reg^ents  may  make  exchanges  of  duplicate  specimens. 
4.  And  cause  new  specimens  received  also  to  be  classed  and  arranged.— 

See,  eth, 

XXVI.    Pboyision  tob  Objictb  kot  mxntiokxd  ur  thx  Act. 

Managers  of  the  Institution  are  authorized  to  make  such  disposal  for  th» 
promotion  of  the  purposes  of  the  testator,  of  all  interest  whic^  hss 
accrued,  or  shall  hereafter  accrue,  not  otherwise  appropriated  for 
carrying  out  the  object  of  this  act,  as  they  may  deem  best.— iSee.  9l 

XXYII.    Copt  Rights  to  be  Djeposited. 

1.  One  copy  of  all  books,  maps,  charts,  musical  compositions,  prints,  or 

engravings,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Librarian  of  said  InstitatioB 
within  three  months  from  publication. 

2.  Another  copy  to  Library  of  CSongress. — See,  10th, 

XXYIII.    Altxbatioks  ob  Rxpxal  of  this  Act. 

1.  Cong^ress  retains  the  right  of  altering,  amending,  adding  to,  or  repeal* 

ing,  any  provisions  of  this  act. 

2.  Provided  no  contract  or  individual  right  made  or  acquired  under  sodi 

provisions  shall  be  thereby  divested  or  impaired. — ^Sec  llik. 


UEMOIBS    Of   JOHN   QUIKCY  ADAUS. 

donor.  But  60  little  are  the  feelings  of  others  in  uniaon 
with  mine  on  this  occasion,  and  so  strange  iethis  donation 
of  half  a  million  of  dollars  for  the  noblest  of  purposes,  that 
no  one  thinks  of  attributing  it  to  a  benevolent  motive. 
Vail  intimates  in  hie  letter  that  the  man  was  supposed  U 
be  insane.  Bankhead  thinks  be  must  have  had  republicaD 
propensities;  which  is  probable.  Colonel  Aspinwall  con- 
jectures that  Mr.  Smithson  was  an  antenuptial  son  of  the 
lirst  Buko  and  Duchess  of  Northumberland,  and  thus  an 
older  brother  of  the  late  Duke,  but  how  he  came  to  have* 
nephew  named  Ilungerford,  sou  of  a  brother  named  Dick- 
inson, and  why  he  made  this  contingent  bequest  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  no  one  can  tell.  The  report,  if 
it  hazards  any  reHection  upon  the  subject,  must  be  vcr; 
guarded.  Mr.  Bankbead  thought  it  was  a  fine  ^vindfull  for 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  hoped  if  a  professor  of  ilivinit| 
should  bo  wanted  we  should  remember  his  friend  Hawlej. 
Mrs.  Bankhead  was  in  admiration  of  the  splendid  cdiGcs 
that  might  be  erected  with  ilio  money. 

Colonel  Aspinwa'.l  said  it  would  be  easy  to  obtain  the  in- 
formation which  I  desired  in  England,  but  that  he  had  mule 
no  inquiries  at  the  time  when  lie  had  procured  and  fo^ 
warded  to  the  Department  of  State  a  copy  of  the  will,  be- 
cause the  bequest  was  then  contingent,  and  it  was  veij 
uncertain  whether  it  would  ever  take  effect.  The  will  w« 
made  in  182*5 — the  year  before  which,  the  testator's  nephew, 
the  present  Duke  of  Northumberland,  had  been  upon  it 
magnificent  Embassy  Extraordinary  at  the  coronation  of 
Charles  the  Tenth  of  France.  There  seems  to  have  been  i 
determination  in  the  mind  of  the  testator  that  his  eeUta 
should  in  no  event  go  to  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  or 
to  any  of  his  family.  But  ccrlainly  in  the  bequest  iteelf 
there  ts  a  high  and  honorable  sentiment  of  philauthropf, 
and  a  glorious  testimonial  of  confidence  in  the  iiistitntioal 
of  this  Union.  A  stranger  to  this  country,  knowing  it  only 
by  its  history,  bearing  in  his  person  the  blood  of  the  Percji 
and  the  Seymours,  brother  to  a  nobleman  of  the  higbwt 
rank  in  British  heraldry,  who  fought  against  the  revolution 
of  our  independence  at  Bunker's  Hill — that  he  should  be 
the  man  to  found,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  for  the  United 
States  of  America,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  *nd 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  is  an  event  in  which  I 
see  the  iinger  of  Providence,  compassing  great  results  by 
incomprehensible  means.  May  the  Congress  of  the  Union 
be  deeply  impressed  with  the  solemn  duties  devolring  upon 
them  by  this  trust,  and  carry  it  into  effect  in  the  fullness  of 


_  1  made  thia  morning  a  draft  of  a  bill  to  enable  the  Presi- 
ident  of  the  United  States  to  obtain  and  cause  to  be  remitted 
to  the  United  States  the  funds  bequeathed  to  them  by  James 
Bmithson  for  the  establishment  at  Washington  of  an  insti- 
tution for  the  inereaae  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men.  The  committee  of  the  Senate  have  reported  for  the 
tame  purpose  a  joint  resolution  containing  an  appropriation. 
I  took  it  as  the  basis  of  my  draft,  but  added  a  section  pro- 
viding that  the  agent  to  bo  appointed  should  give  bonas  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the  faithful  perfor- 
mance of  Iiis  trust  and  the  remittance  of  all  the  moneys 
and  other  funds  that  he  may  receive  in  fulfillment  of  the 
"~  tqucst.  This  labor  occupied  my  time,  so  that  I  had  none 
"i  to  journalize. 

.fANnAiiY  15, 1836. 
[  I  carried  round  my  report  on  the  message  relating  to  the 
Smithsonian  bequest  to  all  the  members  of  the  committee 
feeepting  Speight,  who  ia  jet  conlined  by  illness;  it  was 
'tinanimously  approved,  though  Hannegan  said  he  was  op- 
posed to  accepting;  the  bequest,  and  Garland,  of  Louisiana, 
thought  the  Oharg6  d' Affaires  or  Consul  at  London  should 
_be  authorized  to  procure  and  remit  the  funds,  instead  of  a 
pecial  agent.  The  other  members  of  the  committee  ap- 
■oved  the  bill  as  well  as  the  report. 

Jakdaey  16, 1836. 
,  I  brought  back  my  report  on  the  Smithson  bequest  mes- 
iigc,  to  revise  and  correct  the  manuscript,  feeling  no  small 
legrce  of  anxiety  concerning  it.  The  occasion  is  very  ex- 
traordinary, as  an  incident  in  the  course  of  legislation. 
The  reference  of  the  message  to  a  select  committee  was 
mado  not  without  some  murmnrings  from  members  of  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  C<Sumbia.  The  report  of 
9ic  committee  of  the  Senate  has  been  very  favorably  re- 
ieived,  and  pronounced  a  very  able  one,  but  it  does  not 
bach  upon  any  one  of  the  views  which  occupy  nearly  the 
irbole  of  mine.  The  condition  of  the  testator,  the  nature 
F  the  trust,  the  character  of  the  trustees,  and  the  practical 
licet  of  our  political  institutions  upon  the  moral  feeling  of 
Inropc,  illustrated  by  this  incident,  are  not  even  glanced  at 
I  the  Senatorial  report,  written  by  Benjamin  Watkina 
leigh.     Mine  embraces  them  all.     The  unanimous  accepts 
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ance  of  my  report  by  all  the  members  of  the  committee 
who  attended  the  committee  meetings  gives  me  some  en- 
couragement;  but,  slandered  as  I  now  am  by  hireling 
snakes  of  all  parties,  and  in  almost  every  newspaper,  I  am 
sure  to  be  reviled  for  everything  that  I  do  or  say,  and  can 
foresee  nothing  but  censure.  Whether  this  bequest  will 
ever  come  to  anything  is  much  doubted  by  almost  ever? 
one.  A  spurious  bastard  claimant  of  the  estate  is  antici- 
pated, and  seems  to  be  threatened,  from  Mr.  Daniel  Brent*8 
communications  about  the  family  of  La  Batut.  The  delays 
and  iniquities  of  the  English  court  of  chancery  are  foreseen 
and  foretold ;  and  questions  are  made  in  the  public  journals 
whether  the  whole  affair  is  not  an  imposture.  All  this  may 
be ;  but  through  all  this  I  look  at  the  whole  romance  as 
officially  presented  to  us,  and,  presuming  all  to  be  true, 

Erepared  my  report  accordingly.    A  heavy  responsibility; 
ut  so  be  it. 

Apbil  19, 1836. 

When  the  reports  from  select  committees  were  called,  I 
presented  the  report  and  bill  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Smithson  bequest  message,  and  moved  that  the  bill  and  re- 
port should  be  printed,  and  the  bill  twice  read  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union ;  which  was  done.  Mr.  Chapin  moved  that 
five  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report  should  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  House.  This  resolution,  by  the  rules  of 
the  House,  was  to  lie  over  one  day.  Chapin  asked  for  its 
consideration  by  unanimous  consent  now.  Objection  was 
made.  Chapin  asked  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  but  the 
vote  was  not  quite  of  two-thirds  to  sustain  him. 

October  14,  1837. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  lay  the  bill  aside  and  take 
up  the  Appropriation  bill ;  which  was  done.  Wise  moved 
to  strike  out  an  item  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  ex- 
penses of  Richard  Rush's  agency  in  obtaining  payment  of 
the  Smithsonian  bequest.  Cambreleng  and  Joseph  R.  In- 
gersoll,  who  was  of  his  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  had  attempted  to  palm  upon 
me  the  responsibility  of  proposing  this  appropriation,  which 
I  had  flatly  refused.  Cambreleng  was  now  obliged  to  pro- 
pose it  himself.  Wise's  motion  did  not  succeed,  but  he 
afterwards  moved  in  the  House  to  reduce  the  appropriation 
to  five  thousand  dollars,  and  succeeded.  Cambreleng,  as 
usual,  had  nothing  to  say  in  defense  of  the  appropriation 
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hut  that  Wise  and  I  had  voted  for  the  bill  establiBhiiig  the 
agency. 

JuKB  22,  1838. 

Dr.  Ohapiu,  President  of  the  Columbiao  College  in  the 
l)i6trict  of  Columbia,  with  Dr.  Sherwood,  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors of  that  insfitutioD,  called  on  me  this  morning  to 
«pcak  about  the  Smithsonian  bequest.  Mr.  Rush  has  recov- 
ered the  money — half  a  million  of  dotlars — aud  is  expected 
with  it  here  in  the  course  of  the  next  month.  Dr.  Ohapiu 
represented  that  if  this  money  should  be  applied  to  the 
ibundatioR  of  a  college  or  university,  it  must  necessarily 
«ffect  the  total  destruction  of  his  college. 

I  told  him  that  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress 
for  procuriug  the  money,  I  had  not  permitted  myself  to  think 
upon  the  subject  till  the  money  should  be  in  the  Treasury; 
tiiat  I  hoped,  however,  no  disposal  of  the  fuud  would  be 
made  which  would  iu  any  manner  injure  the  Columbian 
College;  that  T  did  not  think  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
should  be  a  college,  or  a  university,  or  a  school  of  educa- 
tion for  children,  but  altogether  of  a  different  character ; 
4}iat,  as  the  money  would  come  into  the  hands  of  the  exec- 
utive, I  hoped  the  President  would  in  his  next  annual 
■message  propose  some  plan  for  the  adoption  of  Congress  for 
^o  disposal  of  the  fund;  and  1  advised  Dr.  Ghapin  to  see 
the  President  and  converse  with  him  on  the  subject — which 
be  said  he  would. 

Jdnb  24, 1838. 
^^  Attended  at  St.  John's  Church.  I  spoke  to  President 
Van  BuroD,  and  asked  half  an  hour's  conversation  with  him 
at  six  o'clock  this  evening;  to  which  he  acceded.  I  went 
to  the  President's,  and,  putting  into  his  hand  the  letter  which 
I  have  received  in  duplicate  from  R.  Rush  of  15tb  May,  re- 
quested him  to  read  it.  I  then  had  a  conversation  of  nearly 
two  hours  with  him  upon  the  Smithsoniau  bequest,  referring 
to  my  report,  and  entreating  him  to  have  a  plan  prepared 
to  recommend  to  Congress  for  the  foundation  of  the  Insti- 
!totion  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
X  suggested  to  him  the  establishment  of  an  astronomical 
observatory,  with  a  salary  for  an  astronomer  and  assistant, 
|br  nightly  observations  and  periodical  publication ;  then 
aonual  courses  of  lectures  upon  the  natural,  moral,  and 
Jiolitical  sciences ;  and,  above  all,  no  jobbing — no  sinecures 
-•—no  .monkish  stalls  for  lazy  idlers. 

Mr.  Van  Euroii  received  all  this  with  complacency  and 
apparent  concurrence  of  opinion ;  said  he  would  look  into 
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my  report;  wished  me  at  leisure  to  name  any  persons  who 
I  thought  miffht  be  usefully  consulted ;  appeared  very  fiivor- 
ably  disposed  to  the  establishment  of  an  observatory,  and 
willing  to  do  right 

I  urged  upon  him  the  deep  responsibility  of  the  nation  to 
the  world  and  to  all  posterity  worthily  to  fulfil  the  great 
object  of  the  testator.  I  only  lament  my  inability  to  com- 
municate half  the  solicitude  with  which  my  heart  is  on  this 
subject  full,  and  the  slu^shness  with  which  I  shall  fidl 
properly  to  pursue  it.  If  1  can  but  remember  to  write  upon 
it  to  L.  Cass,  and  T.  Aspinwall,  and  to  converse  upon  it 
with  Edward  Everett  and  the  Winthrops. 

NOVBMBEE  29, 1888. 

I  paid  a  morning  visit  to  President  Martin  Van  Buren, 
whom  I  found  alone  in  his  cabinet,  the  east  chamber  of  the 
presidential  house.  Half  an  hour's  conversation  with  him— 
chiefly  on  the  disposal  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  I  re- 
ferred to  my  conversation  with  him  before  my  departure 
hence  last  summer,  to  the  letter  I  received  afterwards  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  Forsyth,  and  to  my  two  letters  to 
him  in  answer  to  it.  He  had  not  seen  my  letters,  but  bad 
on  his  table  copies  of  them,  and  of  a  report  from  Mr.  Rush, 
and  of  a  letter  from  President  Wayland,  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity of  Providence  ;  all  which,  he  said,  had  been  sent  to  him 
this  morning  from  the  Department  of  State,  and  none  of 
which  he  had  yet  read.  With  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the 
fund  he  would  leave  it  entirely  to  Congress  to  make  provi- 
sion for  it. 

I  recurred  to  some  of  the  remarks  in  my  letters  to  Mr. 
Forsyth  recommending  the  establishment  of  an  astronomi- 
cal observatory.  lie  said  he  had  found  this  idea  of  an 
observatory  favorably  received  by  all  to  whom  he  had  men- 
tioned it.  He  spoke  in  high  commendation  of  Mr.  Eush 
for  his  ability  in  obtaining  the  money  from  the  court  of 
chancery,  and  said  that  he  had  recommended  his  appoint- 
ment. 

Evening  visit  from  Mr.  Woodbury,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  He  invited  me  to  dine  with  him  next  Saturday, 
with  the  President  and  some  of  the  foreign  Ministers.  I  a^ 
cepted  the  invitation.  But  the  dining  of  the  President  with 
the  heads  of  Departments  and  foreign  Ministers  is  a  novelty 
introduced  by  ^lr.  Van  Buren,  and  of  which  I  believe  there 
is  no  example  by  any  of  his  predecessors. 

Mr.  Woodbury  spoke  about  the  disposal  of  the  funds  of 
the  Smithsonian  bequest,   and  gratified  me  much  by  the 
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Btatement  that  the  whole  fund  is  now  invested  at  an  iDterest 
of  six  per  cent,  a  year ;  that  the  principal  sum  received  ia 
about  hve  hundred  and  eight  thousand  dollars,  and  that  it  will 
yield  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  a  year.  He  said, 
further,  that  a  question  had  occurred  whether  the  expenses 
occasioned  by  the  recovery  of  the  money  were  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  fund  itself  or  to  be  paid  by  the  public ;  and 
the  Attorney  General  had  just  given  an  opinion  that  no  de- 
duction from  the  fund  should  be  made. 

I  told  Mr,  Woodbury  that  I  was  delighted  to  hear  this; 
and  I  urged  most  earnestly  upon  him,  as  I  had  done  this 
morning  upon  the  President,  the  duty  of  this  Government, 
to  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  to  the  testator,  to  keep  this 
fund  entire  and  unimpaired,  and  to  devote  ita  annual  pro- 
ceeds to  the  generous  and  glorious  object  to  which  it  was 
devoted  by  him — to  no  purpose  of  common  education,  to 
no  school,  college,  university,  or  seminary  of  learning,  but 
to  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

Mr.  Woodbury  appeared  to  concur  in  these  views,  and  I 
have  a  feint  hope  that  the  fund  may  be  so  managed  as  to 
produce  some  useful  result. 

December  8,  1838. 
Mr.  Poinsett  spoke  to  me  of  the  exploring  expedition, 
which,  he  rejoiced  to  say,  was  departed  upon  its  enterprise, 
and  he  hoped  we  should  ere  long  have  a  good  account  of  it. 
He  spoke  also  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  and  declared  him- 
self warmly  in  favor  of  appropriations  for  an  observatory 
upon  the  largest  and  most  liberal  foundation  from  it.  But 
he  gave  several  intimations  from  which  I  could  draw  no 

food  augury.  1.  He  said  the  President  had  not  made  up 
is  mind  in  favor  of  an  observatory ;  whence  I  infer  that  he 
will  ostensibly  neither  favor  or  oppose  it,  but  that  he  will 
underhandedly  defeat  it,  taking  care  to  incur  no  personal 
responsibility  for  its  failure.  2.  He  insisted  that  a  salary  of 
eighteen  hundred  dollars  a  year  would  not  be  near  enough 
for  the  astronomer;  whence  I  infer  that  jobbing  for  ftivoritea 
is  to  be  the  destiny  of  the  Smithsonian  fund.  And,  3.  He 
Baid  that  among  the  scientific  men  whom  the  President  had 
consulted  for  the  disposal  of  the  fund  was  the  English  atheist 
South  Carolina  professor,  Thomas  Cooper,  a  man  whose  very 
breath  is  pestilential  to  every  good  purpose. 

December  10,  1838, 
In  the  House,  two  messages  were  received  from  the  Pres- 
ident, with  a  large  mass  of  documents,  relating  to  the 
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Bmithaoniau  bequest ;  which  were,  at  my  motion,  all  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  nine 
merabere. 

January  4,  1839. 

Met  at  half-past  ten  this  morning,  at  the  chamber  of  the 
Committee  of  Manu&ctures,  the  select  committee  on  the 
Smithsonian  bequest.     Present,  Adams,  F.  O.  J.  Smith,  of 
Maine,  Charles  Ogle,  of  Pennsylvania,  Charles  Shepard,  of 
North  Carolina,  John  P.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  and  James 
Garland  of  Virginia ;   absent,  Orrin  Holt,  of  Connecdcnt, 
Waddy  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  and  William  E. 
Hunter,  of  Ohio.     I  had  yesterday  personally  notified  all 
the  members  to  attend  this  meeting,  except  Hunter,  who 
was  not  in  the  House.     Holt  told  me  that  he  was  eng^ed 
on  the  great  land  committee;  and  Thompson  promised  to 
come,  but  forgot  it.     The  references  to  the  committee  were 
the  two  messages  of  the  President  with  documents  10  and 
11  of  the  present  session  ;  a  memorial  from  Charles  Levis 
Fleiachmann,  a  Bavarian,  but  now  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  attached  to  the  Patent  Office,  who  purposes  the 
establishment  of  an  agricultural  institution  and  farm  school, 
at  the  cost  of  about  three  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  a  me- 
morial of  Walter  R.  Johnson,  praying  for  the  establishmeDt 
of  an  iustitution  for  prosecuting  experiments  in  certain  physi- 
cal sciences;  and  a  petition  from  Samuel  Martin,  of  Camp- 
bell's Station,  Tennessee,  who,  with  much  other  matter  prays 
that  the  Smithsonian  fund  may  be  applied  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  females.     I  submitted  also  to  the  committee  a  printed 
paper,  signed  "  Franklin,"  proposing  the  establishment  of 
professorships  and  various  courses  of  lectures,     I  read  the 
two  messages  of  the  President  and  the  circular  of  18th  Julj, 
1838,  from  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  aakin?  for 
opinions  concerning  the  disposal  of  the  fund,  and  stated  tha 
eubatance  of  my  two  letters  in  answer  to  Mr.  Forsyth.  I 
read  also  the  act  of  1st  July,  1836,  accepting  the  beqaeat 
and  pled^ng  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  its  application 
conform^ly  to  the  direction  of  the  testator. 

There  was  some  desultory  conversation,  and  Mr.  GarUna 
moved  mi  adjournment  till  next  Tuesday  at  ten  o'clocJr  '" 
a.  fuller  meeting  of  the  committee  :  which  t 

January  5, 

I  rode  to  the  OapitQl  shortly  before  the  mnetinK  aAAl 
House,  to  make  arrLiii^t^iuenta  for  keopiu^  miunte^  t' 
proceedings  of  the  Souu;       -      "  -  ■"  ■--   - 
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with  which  I  proceed  with  a  heavy  heart,  from  a  presentiment 
that  this  noble  and  most  munificent  donation  will  be  fil- 
tered to  nothing,  and  wasted  upon  hungry  and  worthless 
political  jackals. 

Just  after  dinner  I  had  a  lonff  visit  from  Dr.  Cbapin,  the 
President  of  the  Columbian  College,  who  came  to  ascertain 
if  the  college  could  obtain  any  assistance  from  the  Smithso- 
nian fiind.  His  wish  seemed  to  be  that  the  Government 
should  take  the  college  under  its  own  charo^e,  as  an  appen- 
dage to  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  I  said  that,  without 
knowing  what  were  the  views  of  others,  mine  were  that  no 
part  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  should  be  applied  to  any  school, 
college,  university,  or  seminary  of  education ;  but  that,  equal 
care  should  be  taken  to  avoid  doing  any  injury  whatever  to 
any  such  institution.  He  said  the  condition  of  the  college 
at  present  was  such  that  unless  it  could  receive  assistance 
from  some  quarter  it  must  go  down  and  its  concerns 
must  be  closed.  They  had  been  several  years  struggling  to 
raise  a  subscription  from  the  Baptists  throughout  the  United 
States  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  college ;  but  in  accomplishing 
this  they  had  failed.  There  had  been  a  project  for  trans- 
ferring the  whole  concern  to  Richmond,  Virginia,  where 
there  was  already  a  flourishing  Baptist  school;  but  the 
principal  difficulty  in  the  way  of  that  was  that  it  might  for- 
feit the  subscriptions  which  they  had  obtained  to  pay  the 
debts  here. 

I  said  that  if  the  Faculty  thought  there  was  any  prospect 
of  their  obtaining  anything  from  the  Smithsonian  fund,  they 
might  apply  to  tne  President  of  the  United  States,  or  to  any 
other  member  of  the  committee;  and  if  there  should  be 
any  disposition  in  Congress  to  aid  the  college  from  the  fund, 
I  would  immediately  withdraw  from  the  committee  and 
leave  the  whole  arrangement  to  be  made  by  others.  As  I 
deprecated  above  all  things  the  application  of  the  funds  to 

{purposes  for  the  benefit  of  individuals,  I  had  determined  at 
east  to  be  disinterested  myself,  and  would  in  no  shape  or 
^orm  receive  one  dollar  of  the  fund  to  myself.     And  as  the 

Sriacipal  debt  of  the  Columbian  College  was  to  me,  I  could 
iliostromental  to  no  arrangement  which  would  result  in 
lent  of  the  college  debt  from  the  Smithsonian 

id  conversed  with  Professor  Ruggles  on  the 

•^  aware  that  there  was  some  delicacy  in 

"d  to  the  college  debt ;  but  they  had 

nodent  of  their  debt,  as  preliminary 

Qce  from  the  Government. 
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I  said  that,  at  all  events,  it  was  a  subject  in  which  I  conid 
have  QO  agency,  though  if  they  should  obtain  encoaragemeDt 
to  their  wishes  from  the  President,  or  in  Congresa,  1  would 
cheerfully  withdraw  from  the  committee. 

The  Doctor  asked  if  I  should  be  willing  to  receive  any 
further  communication  from  him  upon  the  subject. 

I  said,  certainly,  with  pleasure,  and  with  the  best  dispoai- 
tioQ  to  do  anything  useful  to  the  college  in  my  power.  I  gave 
him  printed  copies  of  the  two  messages  of  the  President  to 
the  Congress  on  this  subject  at  the  present  sessioD. 

Jakpart  8,  1839. 

At  ten  I  met  the  Smithsonian  Bequest  Committee. 
Present,  Adams,  Smith,  Charles  Shepard,  Thompson,  Ogle, 
Holt,  and  Kennedy;  absent,  Garland,  of  Virginia,  and 
Hunter  of  Ohio.  There  was  more  desultory  conversatioD, 
and  some  question  made  as  to  a  boasting  passage  or  two  in 
one  of  Mr.  Rush's  letters,  that  he  had  avoided  giving  too 
much  publicity  to  the  notice  for  illegitimate  children  of 
James  Hungerford,  the  first  devisee  of  the  whole  proper^. 
Rush  bad  been  bitterly  assailed  in  the  Oazette  of  the  United 
States  for  this,  and  Thompson  expressed  some  suspicion  of 
unfairness  in  the  transaction,  which  would  vitiate  the  wbole 
procedure,  and  so  taint  it  that  he  would  not  consent  under 
it  to  take  a  dollar  of  the  money.  But  the  decree  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  was  read ;  and  the  report  of  the  Master 
to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  explicitly  and  positively  de- 
clared that  Hungerford  died  without  issue,  legitiraate  or 
illegitimate;  and  Mr.  Thompson  waived  all  objection  to 
fti  rth  er  proceed!  ng. 

The  Chairman  of  the  committee  was  instructed  to  more  ia 
the  House  that  the  memorial  of  Charles  Lewis  Plcischniann, 
presented  at  this  session  and  referred  to  this  committee, 
should  be  printed,  and  the  drawings  accompanying  it  Mo- 
graphed  for  the  use  of  the  House  ;  and  also  to  prepare  a 
bill  vesting  the  whole  Smithsonian  fund  in  the  Treaaurjof 
the  United  States,  pledging  their  faith  to  bo  responsible  for 
it,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  yearly  interest  nponitat 
six  per  cent.     Adjourned  to  next  Tuesday. 


Meeting  of  the  Smithsonian  Oommiltee.  Present,  Adams, 
Thompson,  Kennedy,  Hunter.  No  (jnopum.  Thompson 
made  objections  to  Mr,  Rush's  ^iTOcecdwgs  !<*  riToviTlhe 
fund.     The  joint  resolution  *"^¥t\\vi'prL« a 
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supersedes  the  authority  of  the  separate  committee  of  the 
House. 

January  26,  1839. 

Meeting  of  joint  Smithsonian  Committee,  Present,  Sena- 
tors, Robbins,  Preston,  Benton,  Southard;  of  the  House, 
Adams,  Garland,  Thompson,  Hunter  of  Ohio,  Charles  Shep- 
ard.  Robbins  presents  his  project.  I  offer  three  resolutions. 
Thompson  makes  a  question  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
money,  on  the  ground  of  fraud  upon  the  English  court  of 
chancery  in  obtaining  the  money.  Committee  agreed  to 
meet  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  at  ten  o'clock ;  to  move 
the  house  to  print  Mr.  Robbins'  papers  and  my  resolutions, 
and  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  committee  to  employ 
a  clerk  to  print  necessary  papers.  H.  R.  TJ.  S.  Call  for 
reports  from  committees.  I  move  the  printing  of  the  papers 
from  the  joint  committee,  and  also  the  joint  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  committee  to  employ  a  clerk  and  to  print  the 
necessary  papers ;  adopted  without  opposition. 

February  6, 1889. 

Meeting  of  the  joint  Smithson  Committee.  I  offered  five 
resolutions  against  the  appropriation  of  any  part  of  the 
fund  to  any  institute  of  education.  Very  little  discussed. 
Mr.  Robbins  is  to  report  a  bill  constituting  a  board  of  trus- 
tees, on  commission  to  report  a  plan  for  the  application  of 
the  fund  to  the  next  Congress. 

March  25, 1839. 

Called  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  his  office  in 
the  new  Treasury  building.     I  spoke  to  Mr.  Woodbury  of 
the  Smithsonian  fund ;  told  him  what  had  been  done  with 
relation  to  it  in  Congress,  and  what  had  not  been  done ; 
Ijow  the  two  messages  of  the  President  on  the  subject  had 
Jbeeu  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  nine,  of  which  I  had 
been  the  chairman ;  how  Asher  Robbins,  a  Senator  from 
2Zhode  Island,  being  laid  politically  on  the  shelf  by  his  con- 
stituents, had  taken  a  fancy  to  this  fund  for  the  comfort  and 
rapport  of  his  old  age,  and  prmected  a  university,  of  which 
M^0  waa  to  be  the  Rector  Magnincus.     So  he  made  an  elegant 
3§f0jr^^  speech  in  the  Senate,  and  moved  for  a  joint  com- 
>,  seven  from  the  Senate.     The  House  concurred,  and 
'rer  appointed  the  same  committee  of  nine  that  he 
ted  before  to  join  the  committee  of  the  Senate. 
■everal  meetings  of  the  joint  committee ;  scarcely 
•n  of  the  Senate's  committee,  but  they  gave 
o  their  chairman.    He  prepared  his  bill  for 
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nine  trastees — three  chosen  by  each  House,  and  three  by 
the  President — to  sit  during  the  recess,  and  prepare  a  plan, 
to  be  submitted  to  Congress  at  the  next  session,  for  a  cor- 
poration, of  which  the  same  trustees  were  to  form  a  part. 
I  had  oftered  resolutions  as;innst  all  this,  which  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  adopted,  and  I  prepared  a  bill  conform- 
ably to  my  own  plan,  '\^y  way  of  compromise  it  was  agreed 
that  both  committees  should  report  both  bills;  which  was 
done.  I  never  called  either  of  them  up  in  the  House,  for  f 
knew  it  would  be  in  vain.  Rohbins  attempted  to  get  nphis 
bill  in  the  Senate  but  could  not  carry  it  through.  I  left  copies 
of  both  bills,  of  my  resolutions,  and  of  Robbins'  proposi- 
tions, with  Mr.  Woodbury,  requesting  him  to  consider  them, 
and  inviting  his  views  concerning  them — telling  him  that  I 
should,  if  able  to  take  my  scat  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
grcsp,  resume  the  subject,  in  which  I  felt  an  interest  more 
intense  than  in  anything  else  before  that  body,  I  told  him 
that  before  leaving  this  place  I  intended  to  see  and  speak 
again  with  the  President  concerning  it. 

Mr.  Woodbury  promised  to  give  his  attention  to  the  eab- 
ject  and  to  speak  of  it  also  to  the  President.  But  he  told 
me  that  in  the  general  appropriation  bill  ten  thousand  dollar 
had  been  taken  from  this  fund  to  pay  for  the  expenses  anil 
charges  of  procuring  the  money.  Cambreleng  swindled 
thisinto  the  bill  without  my  knowledge,  and  it  crept  through 
both  Houses  unobserved.  I  shamed  hira  oat  of  it  last  year, 
and  I  believe  he  did  it  now  to  spite  me.  The  Attorney 
Genera!  had  given  an  opinion  against  it.  I  ara  deeply  rao^ 
tified  not  to  have  detected  this  dirty  trick. 

April  8, 1839. 
I  had  some  conversation  with  Mr.  Grundy,  and  afterwards 
with  Mr.  Poinsett,  on  the  Smithsonian  fund  bills. 

October  26, 1839. 
I  have  chosen  the  Smithsonian  bequest  as  my  snhjaa 
a  lecture  to  the  Quincy  Lyceum,  which  I  last  Wcdne«d^ 
promised  Mr.  John  A.  Green,  now  its  President,  to  deijrer, 
"  Deo  adjuvante,"  on  Wednesday,  the  20th  of  next  moDlh. 
This  subject  weighs  deeply  upon  ray  mind.  The  private  in- 
terests and  sordid  passions  into  which  that  fund  has  already 
fallen  fill  me  with  anxiety  and  apprehensions  that  it  will  be 
squandered  upon  cormorants  or  wasted  in  electionecrinj 
bribery.  The  apparent  total  indifference  of  Mr.  Van  Bar« 
to  the  disposal  of  the  money,  with  his  general  profesnioM  » 
disposition  to  aid  me ;  the  assentation  of  all  the  heada^Q' 
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Departmeiito,  without  a  particle  of  aesistance  from  aoy  one  of 
them,  excepting  the  Attorney  General,  Grundy,  whose  favor- 
Eble  opinion  Cambreleng,  at  the  last  session,  contrived  to 
nullify;  the  opposition,  open  and  disguised,  of  Calljoun, 
Preston,  and  Waddy  Thompson,  even  to  the  establishment 
of  the  Institution  in  any  form;  the  utter  prostration  of  all 
public  spirit  in  the  Senate,  proved  by  the  encouragement 
which  they  gave  to  the  mean  and  selfish  project  of  Asher 
Bobbins  to  make  a  university,  for  him  to  be  placed  at  the 
head  of  it ;  the  investment  of  the  whole  fund,  more  than 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  in  Arkansas  and  Michigan  State 
stocks;  and  the  dirty  trick  of  filchingthe  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars from  the  fund  last  winter  to  pay  for  the  charges  of  pro- 
cnriDg  it — are  all  so  utterly  discouraging  that  Idespair  of 
effecting  anything  for  the  honor  of  the  country,  or  even  to 
accomplish  the  purpose  of  the  bequest — the  increase  and 
diftusion  of  knowledge  among  men.  It  is  hard  to  toil 
through  life  for  a  great  purpose  with  a  conviction  that  it  will 
be  in  vain;  but  possibly,  seed  now  sown  mybring  forth  some 
;ood  fruit  hereafter.  In  ray  report  of  January,  1836,1  laid 
lown  ail  the  general  principles  upon  which  the  fund  should 
have  been  accepted  and  administered.  I  was  then  wholly 
Bucceesful ;  my  bill  passed  without  opposition,  and  under  its 
provisions  the  money  was  procured  and  deposited  in  the- 
Treasury  in  gold.  U"  I  cannot  prevent  the  disgrace  of  the 
country  by  the  failure  of  the  testator's  intention,  by  making 
it  the  sniyect  of  a  lecture,  I  can  leave  a  record  for  future 
time  of  what  I  have  done,  and  what  I  would  have  done,  to 
accomplish  the  great  design,  if  executed  well.  And  let  not 
the  supplication  to  the  Author  of  all  good  be  wanting. 

October  29,  1839. 
Fine  autumnal  day.  My  address  on  the  Smithsonian  be- 
quest, in  preparation  for  the  Quincy  Lyceum,  as  usual  grows 
upon  me  as  I  proceed,  and  I  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to  in- 
ehide  the  subject,  as  I  propose  to  discuss  it,  in  one  lecture. 
My  main  object  must  bo  to  prepare  for  action  upon  it  at  the^ 
approaching  session  of  Congress,  and  to  gather  facts  and 
arguments  for  a  last  effort  to  save  the  fund  from  misappli- 
cation,  dilapidation  and  waste. 

December  27,  1839. 

The  House  had  been  ten  minutes  in  session  when  I  reached 

the  hall.     I  gave  notice  that  I  would,  next  Monday,  ask 

leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  disposal  of  the  Bmithso- 

nian  bequest  fund.     I  went  to  the  Speaker's  chair,  and  told 
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bim  tbat  my  bill  was  in  subatancc  tbat  wbich  had  been  unani- 
moasly  reported  by  the  committee  of  the  House  at  the  last 
eeBsion,  and  that  I  should  move  its  reference  to  a  select  com- 
mittee now.  He  asked  me  to  name  to  him  members  whom 
I  should  wish  to  have  on  the  committee.  The  House  got 
into  a  snarl  about  the  numbers  of  the  PreaideDt's  messa^ 
to  be  printed,  and  finally,  upon  a  motion  of  reconsideration 
by  Waddy  Thompson,  between  three  and  four,  adjonrned. 

December  30,  1839. 

I  introduced  my  bill  concerntug  the  Smithsonian  bequest, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
nine.  The  Speaker  told  me  he  meant  to  put  Dixon  H. 
Lewis  upon  the  committee. 

January  13,  1840. 

Mr.  Hassler  paid  me  a  visit.  He  ia  yet  employed,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  the 
survey  of  the  coast,  and  upon  the  construction  of  weights 
and  measures  for  use  in  the  different  States.  But  I  found 
bim  much  disposed  to  take  hold  of  the  Smithsonian  beqneat; 
to  which  I  gave  no  encouragement.  Hia  plan  was  for  the 
establishment  of  an  astronomical  school  before  the  erection 
of  an  observatory.  At  the  head  of  this  astroDomicat  BChool 
he  would  naturally  find  his  place,  and  would  contrive  to  ab- 
sorb the  whole  fund  in  the  management  of  it.  I  promised 
again  to  visit  his  establishment  here,  and  asked  him  for  in- 
formation of  the  pricea  of  the  astronomical  instruments 
which  he  purchased  for  the  United  States  Government  at 
London  in  1815,  and  concerning  some  of  the  priucip»l 
astronomers,  and  astronomical  establishments,  and  luakan 
of  astronomical  instruments,  in  Europe  at  this  time. 

January  15,  1840. 

At  balf-paet  ten  this  morning  the  Committee  on  the  Smith- 
Bonian  Bequest  bill  met  in  the  chamber  of  the  Committw 
of  Manufactures.  Present,  Adams,  Ogle,  Sbepard,  Garland, 
of  Virginia,  Albert  Smith,  Barnard,  and  Corwin ;  absent, 
Lewis,  of  Alabama,  who,  by  accident,  was  not  notified,  and 
Campbell,  of  South  Carolina,  who  came  in  after  the  meet- 
ing adjourned,  having  been  engaged  in  the  Committeeof 
Elections.  The  hill  was  read.  1  proposed  tbat  the  chai^ 
man  should  be  authorized  to  prepare  a  report  to  be  aabmit- 
ted  to  the  committee,  containing  a  review  of  what  h*J 
been  hitherto  done  by  Congress  on  the  subject,  and  a  brief 
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exposition  of  the  reasons  for  the  several  provisions  proposed 
by  the  bill.  I  proposed  also  that  when  it  should  become 
necessary  I  should  ask  the  permission  of  the  House  to  employ 
a  clerky  and  to  employ  Oeoree  Sweeney ;  and  that  when  the 
report  was  ready  I  shall  call  another  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  all  of  which  was  agreed  to  un&  voce. 

February  8, 1840. 

I  inquired  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  what  was  the 
present  condition  of  the  Smithsonian  fund.  He  said  the 
mterest  upon  the  Arkansas  and  Michi^n  bonds  had  been 
regularly  paid,  and  reinvested  in  Michigan  bonds,  which 
had  been  purchased  at  seventy-five  per  cent.  He  said  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the  ifavy  had  been  much  annoyed 
to  obtain  payment  of  the  interest,  to  enable  them  to  pay  the 
Indian  annuities  and  navy  pensions. 

February  20, 1840. 

I  finished  this  morning  the  draft  of  a  report  on  the  Smith- 
sonian  Bequest  bill,  to  be  submitted  to  the  committee,  and 
left  it  with  Mr.  D.  D.  Barnard,  at  his  lodgings.  I  have  re- 
quested him  to  read  it,  and  to  suggest  any  alterations,  addi- 
tions, or  omissions  which  may  occur  to  him  as  advisable, 
before  I  presented  it  to  the  committee. 

February  26, 1840. 

The  Smithsonian  Bequest  Bill  Committee  met  at  the 
chamber  of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  at  ten  o'clock. 
Present,  Adams,  Shepard,  Garland,  Barnard,  Corwin,  and 
Lewis;  absent,  O^le,  Smith  of  Maine,  and  Campbell  of 
South  Carolina,  who  is  sick,  confined  to  his  chamber,  and 
was  not  notified.  I  presented  my  report,  of  which  I  briefly 
stated  the  contents.  The  committee  authorized  me  to  pre- 
sent it  to  the  House,  and  move  it  be  printed.  The  addi- 
tional sections  and  the  estimates  were  read,  and  authority 
was  given  me  to  report  them  with  the  bill ;  also  the  mes- 
sages of  6th  and  7th  December,  1838,  and  any  other  docu- 
ment, at  my  discretion. 

Dixon  H.  Lewis  proposed  to  report  a  counter-project  for 

ft  establishment  of  an  agricultural  school  on  Fleischmann's 

It  was  agreed  that  he  should  present  to  the  House 

«r-project  at  his  leisure,  and  that  it  should  also  be 

wis  declared  his  aversion  to  the  acceptance  of 

A  he  said  only  gave  trouble  to  Congress, 

attention  and  consuming  their  time  upon 

for  their  legislation.     He  asked  again 
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that  a  motion  might  be  made  to  have  Fleischmaan's  memo- 
rial at  the  last  session  of  Congress  reprinted;  which  wu 
agreed  to. 

FBBBDAaT  27, 1840. 
In  the  House,  Crabb,  of  Alabama,  had  the  floor  on  tiie 
New  Jersey  election  debate.  I  asked  him  to  allow  me  to 
present  a  report  and  documents  from  the  Smithsonian  Be. 
quest  Committee.  He  said  that  with  the  general  conseDt 
of  the  House,  if  no  objection  were  made,  he  would  readilj 
yield  me  the  floor  for  that  purpose.  Tamey  of  Tennessee, 
objected,  and  I  could  not  report  my  bill. 

Maboh  6, 1840. 

I  presented  from  the  Committee  of  the  Smithsonian  Be> 
qaest  bill,  an  amended  hill,  with  the  report  which  I  had 
prepared,  and  sundry  documents,  including  the  messages  of 
December,  1835,  and  of  6th  and  7th  December,  1838,  and 
my  report  of  January,  1836 ;  also  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
of  erectinz  and  establishing  an  astronomical  obserratoir. 
I  stated  also  that  a  member  of  the  committee,  Dixon  E 
Lewis,  would  prepare  a  minority  report,  which  the  com- 
mittee proposed  should  also  be  printed,  together  with  tlie 
memorial  of  Charles  Lewis  Fleischmann,  presented  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  and  then  printed.  James  Monroe 
proposed  that  five  thousand  extra  copies  of  my  report  should 
be  printed;  but  the  Speaker  said  it  was  not  now  in  order, 
and  No  was  heard  from  several  voices.  I  am  convinced 
that  nothing  good  can  be  done  upon  this  subject  by  thia 
Congress. 

April  8, 1840. 

At  the  National  Intelligencer  office,  and,  neither  of  the 
editors  being  there,  I  left  a  copy  of  ray  report  on  the  Sujith- 
sonian  Bequest  bill  to  be  published  in  the  paper. 

Apkil  14,  1840. 
Morningvisit  from  Mr.  Stone  the  engraver,aDd  Mr,  Jager, 
a  German,  native  of  Vienna,  now  professor  of  bof-any  nnd 
zoology  at  the  college  of  Princeton.  Wo  had  m  oasy  con- 
versation of  upwards  of  an  hour,  in  whioh  the  Professor 
expressed  the  opinion  thot  tOO  mnoli  time  was  devoted  at 
our  colleges  and  uniTOTntf^i^.tiM  study  of  Greek  and 
Latin.  He  spoke  rather/"'  .=:'jkofPnn.  l,  in,  and 
of  the  late  Emperor  .*  J|.ir''"'  ''jf"^ 

from  excessive  revcrci  ^^^niu^  .j^iJ  wns 

the  diBpoaitaon  of  all '  ^^^^^^  ^own-   ^ 
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could  not  but  surmise  that  Mr.  Jager  was  a  free-thinker  of 
the  German  school,  and  had  a  negative  quantity  of  reverence 
for  the  Bible,  equal  at  least  to  the  superfluity  of  it  in  the 
Qalitzins ;  that  this  had  rendered  the  residence  of  St.  Peters- 
burg inconvenient  to  him,  and  brought  him  to  this  country. 
This  may  be  mere  conjuncture ;  but  I  have  invariably  found 
that  a  light  estimate  of  the  study  of  Greek  and  Latin  and 
an  irreverent  estimate  of  the  Bible  are  inseparable  compan- 
ions. I  see  the  same  current  of  opinions  in  Professor  Dung- 
lison's  two  articles  in  the  Southern  Messenger,  upon  the 
Smithsonian  bequest.  Of  Dunglison,  imported  from  Scot- 
land by  Jefferson,  for  his  university  of  Virginia,  this  might 
be  expected ;  but  how  this  Professor  Jager  should  have  got 
squeezed  into  the  super-orthodox  college  At  Princeton  gives 
me  pause. 

May  10. 1840. 

I  observed  to  Mr.  Gales  that  he  had  not  yet  published  my 
report  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest.  Ho  said  the  difficulty 
was  that  it  would  occupy  from  twelve  to  fourteen  columns  of 
the  paper ;  but  it  should  be  published  as  soon  as  possible. 

May  19, 1840. 

I  rode  to  the  Capitol,  and  stopped  on  my  way  at  the  office 
of  the  National  Intelligencer.  Mr.  Gales  said  he  should 
begin  the  publication  of  the  Smithsonian  report  to-morrow. 

May  23, 1840. 

I  called  at  the  Intelligencer  office,  and  asked  of  Mr.  Gale? 
half  a  dozen  copies  of  this   day's  paper,  containing  my 

?»eech  on  the  8th  instant,  and  of  the  country  paper  of  last 
aesday,  containing  my  last  report  on  the  Smithsonian  be- 
quest. Gales  said  he  had  already  received  comments  on  the 
latter.  I  asked  him  from  whom.  He  said  he  could  not 
tell  me  till  I  had  seen  them. 

April  14, 1841. 

• 

Poinsett  called  upon  me,  and  now  fully  disclosed  his 

frhich  is  to  place  the  investment  and  disposal  of  the 

i  funds  under  the  management  of  the  American 

Dedtution  for  the  Promotion  of  Literature  and 

concurs  entirely  in  my  views  of  confining  the  ap- 

'  the  annual  interest,  leaving  the  principal  un- 

'  making  the  first  appropriations  for  the  estab- 

^ronomical  observatory.  But  he  did  not  ap- 

he  selection  of  the  spot  to  the  Secretary  of 
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the  Treasury,  and  thought  the  bill  opposite  Aualo»tau  Island 
objectionable  on  account  of  its  exposure  to  fogs,  from  its 
proximitj  to  the  river.  He  spoke  of  two  or  tJiree  other 
places  between  Meridian  Hill  and  the  President's  House, 
with  some  remarks  on  each  spot  worthy  of  consideration. 
He  said  he  had  at  present  no  other  occupation  on  hand,  and 
would  be  willing  to  devote  two  years  entirely  to  orgaiiizlog 
this  establiehmont  and  getting  it  into  full  operation.  I  know 
not  that  it  could  be  accomplished  more  effectively,  and  think 
I  must  acquietice  in  this  arrangement  and  endeavor  to  can; 
it  through.  The  chief  obstacle,  however,  will  now  be  tt 
extricate  the  funds  from  the  fangs  of  the  State  of  Arkansas. 
Mr,  Poinsett  thought  that  they  paid  the  interest  upon  the 
bonds  punctually;  but  the  law  requires  that  the  iuterat 
should,  when  paid,  be  immediately  rein  vested  in  State  stocks; 
and  I  struggled  in  vain  at  the  last  session  of  Congreuto 
obtain  a  repeal  of  that  law.  Mr.  Poinsett  said  he  waa  now 
going  in  a  very  few  days  to  South  Carolina,  but  should  bood 
return  here. 

April  17, 1841. 

I  should  have  mentioned  that  yesterday  morning  I  visited 
Mr.  Poinsett  and  took  leave  of  him  previous  to  his  llepa^ 
ture  for  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  I  inquired  when  be 
proposed  to  return  here,  and  understood  him  to  say  not  till 
next  winter;  but  then  he  comes  for  two  years,  to  preside 
over  the  National  Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Science; 
and,  as  he  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Smithsonian  fund  might 
be  connected  with  that  Institution  and  placed  under  its  Dian* 
agement,  I  requested  him  to  take  the  bill  reported  to  the 
House  with  my  report  of  5tli  March,  1840,  and  prepare  any 
amendment  to  it  which  would  carry  out  his  views,  and  aena 
it  to  me  before  the  approaching  session  of  Congress;  which 
he  said  would  do. 

April  18,  1841. 

I  borrowed  from  the  occupations  of  the  week  the  morn- 
ing hours,  to  finish  a  letter  to  Thomas  Ewing,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  concerning  the  Smithsonian  Fund,  ita  invest- 
ment, and  its  application.  It  involves  the  condition  of  the 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  the  State  debts,  the  public  lauds,  In- 
dian treaties  and  trusts,  and  the  whole  system  of  administi*- 
tion  of  the  finances,  revenues,  receipts,  and  expendituree  of 
the  nation,  I  present  it  only  so  far  as  concerns  the  Smith- 
eonian  Fund  and  projected  Institution. 
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ApniL  19,  1840. 
I  took  my  letter  and  pamphlets  relating  to  the  Smithso- 
nian Fund  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  aad  left  them 
with  him,  with  an   earnest  request  that  he   would  lay  the 
subject  before  the  President 

June  4, 1841. 

I  paid  a  visit  to  the  Acting  President,  John  Tyler,  and 
had  a  conversation  with  him  upon  the  condition  and  proB- 
pecta  of  the  Smithsonian  Fund.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Ewing,  has  not  communicated  to  him  my  letter 
of  the  I9th  April  last,  nor  the  report,  nor  any  of  the  Uocu- 
menta  which  1  sent  hira  with  it. 

September  10,  1841. 

The  committee  took  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  Smithsonian  fund  hill,  with  which  the  House,  at  my 
motion,  agreed;  and  so  the  bill  has  gone  through  both. 
Houses. 

Sbptember  16,  1841, 

I  called  twice  this  day  at  the  Department  of  State.  The 
first  time  tho  Secretary,  Webster,  was  not  at  the  office;  so 
I  passed  over  to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  saw  Mr, 
"Walter  Forward,  the  new  Secretary.  I  spoke  to  him  upon 
two  Buhjects.  1,  The  Smithsonian  fund,  of  the  history  of 
which  he  is  ignorant,  and,  from  the  ci^dl,  courteous,  and 
wholly  indifferent  manner  in  which  he  received  my  com- 
munications, I  presume  he  will  i-arc  just  as  little  as  did  his 


predecessors,  Ewing  and  Woodbury,  I  told  him  what  I 
id  done,  and  what  I  propose  to  do;  and  he  promised  to 
nd  me  a  statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the  fund, 


and  the  amount  of  the  stocks  of  the  several  States  which 
have  been  purchased  under  the  authority  of  the  sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  West  Point  Academy  appropriation  of  1838. 
And,  2, 1  spoke  on  the  resolution  of  the  Ilouse,  adopted  at 
my  motion  on  the  23d  of  July  last,  calling  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  a  report  upon  the  deuts  of  the  several 
States. 

Mr.  Forward  appeared  not  to  have  heard  or  not  to  have 
thought  of  that  resolution ;  but  he  said  he  would  attend  to 
it,  and  that  ho  would  write  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  several 
r     States,  to  collect  the  information. 

I  September  18, 1841. 

I         My  next  call  waa  at  the  Treasury  Department,  where  I 
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requested  of  the  Secretary,  Forward,  a  more  particular 
statement  of  the  State  stocks  in  which  the  Smithsonian 
funds,  principal  and  interest,  have  been  invested. 

I  spoke  to  Mr.  Tyler  about  the  Smithsonian  fund  and  the 
debts  of  the  States.     There  are  now  six  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars  invested  in  State  stocks  bearing  an 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  a  year,  payable  half-yearly.    I  told 
him  I  had  at  length  succeeded  in  two  measures  at  the  recent 
session  of  Congress— one  by  introducing  into  the  bill  for 
distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
the  fourth  section,  whereby  the  portion  coming  at  any  time 
to  any  State  shall  be  first  applied  to  the  payment  of  any 
debt,  principal  or  interest,  from  the  State  to  the  United 
States ;  and  the  other  by  the  repeal  of  the  sixth  section  of 
the  West  Point  appropriation  act  of  7th  July,  1838,  which 
requires  the  investment  of  the  accruing  interest  in  State 
stocks,  and  substituting  the  investment  of  them  in  stocks 
of  the  United  States — ^though  this  has  been  attended,  mach 
against  my  will,  with  authority  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  reduce  the  interest  from  six  per  cent,  a  year, 
which  the  State  bonds  now  bear,  to  not  less  than  five.    The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  obtained  one  million,  or  a 
million  and  a  half,  of  the  twelve-million  loan  authorized  at 
the  recent  session  of  Congress,  at  five  and  a  half  per  cent; 
but  he  wants  already  two  millions  more,  and  has  no  pros- 
pect of  obtaining  them  at  a  rate  lower  than  six  per  cent,  if 
at  that;  and  I  said  if  there  should  be  an  investment  of  the 
next  semi-annual  interest  I  hoped  it  would  not  be  tak^nat 
a  lower  rate  of  interest  than  six  per  cent.     But  I  was  ex- 
tremely anxious  that  the  United  States  should  not  assume, 
but  resume,  the  whole  responsibility  of  that  fund,  and  look 
themselves  to  the  States  for  their  punctuality  of  payment 

Mr.  Tyler,  in  general  terms,  approved  of  these  observa- 
tions, and  assured  me  that  he  would  co-operate  cordially 
with  me  for  the  faithful  application  of  these  funds  to  the 

f)urposes  of  the  testator.     He  said  he  had  my  letter  to  the 
ate  Secretary  Ewing,  and  had  read  it. 

I  spoke  also  of  the  call  of  the  House  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  a  report  on  the  State  debts,  and  gavB 
him  some  of  my  views  upon  that  deeply  interesting  public 
concern. 

He  certainly  did  not  concur  with  them ;  neither  did  he 
controvert  them.  When  I  suggested  to  him  the  certainty 
that  the  European  Governments  will  ultimately  hold  the 
United  States  responsible  for  these  State  debts,  he  looked 
grave,  but  made  no  remark. 
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January  10, 1842. 

I  notified  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  the  Smith- 
fionian  bequest  to  meet  Wednesday  morning. 

January  12, 1842. 

I  was  obliged  to  go  to  attend  at  eleven  the  first  meeting 
of  the  select  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  in  the 
chamber  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations.  Present, 
Adams,  Habersham,  Truman  Smith,  Underwood,  Benjamin 
Bandall,  and  Charles  J.  Ingersoll ;  absent.  Hunter,  Houston, 
and  Bowne,  the  last  of  whom  I  had  not  been  able  personally 
to  notify,  he  having  been  yesterday  and  the  day  before  de- 
tained from  the  House  by  indisposition.  I  read  the  com- 
mission of  the  members,  the  reference  to  the  Committee  of 
the  part  of  the  President's  message  relating  to  the  Smith- 
sonian fund,  and  that  part  of  the  message  itself.  After 
much  desultory  conversation,  the  committee  agreed  to  meet 
next  Wednesoay  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

January  14, 1842. 

I  called  this  morning  at  the  Department  of  the  Treasury, 
and  requested  of  the  Secretary  a  statement  of  the  present 
condition  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  copies  of  the  State 
bonds  in  which  it  has  been  invested,  for  the  information  of 
the  committee  to  which  the  subject  has  been  referred  by 
the  House.  I  inquired  also  when  the  report  upon  the 
debts  of  the  States,  called  for  by  resolution  of  the  House, 
miffht  be  expected. 

He  said  he  had  written  to  the  Governors  of  the  several 
States,  and  had  received  answers  from  some  and  not  from 
others.  The  answers  from  the  heaviest  States  were  re- 
ceived ;  and  he  directed  the  Chief  Clerk,  McClintock  Young, 
tio  write  again  to  the  States  whence  there  are  as  yet  no 
answers. 

January  19,  1842. 

Meeting  of  the  select  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian  be- 

wcest,  in  the  chamber  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 

3oii0*    Present,  Adams,  Habersham,  Underwood,  Kandall, 

^    IniicerBoll,  Houston,  and  Bowne;    absent,  Truman 

Hunter.    I  had  found  in  the  chamber  of  the 

^n^SEUStores  the  book  containing  the  minutes 

-former  committees  on  this  subject, 

«  of  15th  Januarv,  1840.     My 

an  amended  bill  to  incorpo- 

was  made  on  the  5th  of 
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March,  1840,  since  which  nothing  has  been  done  by  Con- 
gress conceraiDg  it.  The  bill  No.  1  of  the  House  bills 
remained  on  the  calendar  through  the  whole  remainder  of 
the  Twenty-Sixth  Congress's  first  and  second  sessions,  aad 
waa  never  reached  in  the  ordinary  business  of  the  House. 
There  waa  no  committee  appointed  at  the  second  sesaion, 
none  at  the  late  special  session,  first  of  the  Twenty-Seveath 
Congress,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  funds  invested  in  bocdg 
of  the  State  of  Arkansas  have  depreciated  at  least  fifty  per 
cent.  I  now  stated  to  the  committee  that  I  had  called  npoa 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a  statement  of  the  preeent 
condition  of  the  fund,  which  he  had  promised  but  had  not 
yet  furuished  me.  I  recapitulated  agam  the  proceedings  of 
the  former  committees,  and  gave  copies  of  my  last  report 
to  those  members  of  the  committee  who  desired  them. 

Habersham  presented  a  letter  from  James  F.  Espy,  pro- 
posing that  a  portion  of  the  fund  should  be  appropriated 
for  simultaneous  meteorological  observations  all  over  the 
Union,  with  him  for  central  national  meteorologist,  statiosed 
at  Washington  with  a  comfortable  salary. 

January  26,  1842. 

Attended  this  morning  the  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian 
bequest.  Present,  Adams,  Underwood,  Houston,  Randall, 
and  Truman  Smith.  The  documents  requested  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had   not   been   received.    The 

committee  sat  about  half  an   hour,  and  then   adjourned; 
after  which  Mr,  Habersham  came  in.     Absent,  Charlei  J- 
Ingersoll,  Hunter,  and  Bowne.     I  am  convinced  that  noth- 
ing will  be  done  of  any  use  by  this  committee. 
Pebruaey  2,  1842. 

Meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest, 
Present,  Adams,  Smith,  Habersham,  Randall,  Underwood; 
absent,  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  Hunter,  Houston,  and  Bowne.  A 
letter  from  Franklin  Knight  to  R.  W.  Habersham  waa  read, 
with  a  project  for  applying  the  Smithsonian  fund  ta  the 
establishment  and  support  of  a  farm  school — D-  H.  Lewir* 
plan. 

Febkuary  9, 1842. 


I  attended  the  meeting  of  t\t  Ootnniittee 


,-■  Stiiith- 

^^^'^"'^  '^--""f  l^"" ^?;r;p:;ui  Tiabcrebwo.  i 

Smith;  absent,  C.  J.  .^^^■BuKIS*"'^' ""^^^ 
and  Hunter.     No  qufl^^^^BKcOoVJ^'*  «?fl-.; 


time,  night  and 


ffy  iib»o-V-i»  ft 
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my  own  defence  that  I  can  attend  to  nothing  else.  Mr. 
Smith  said  that  he  shonld  not  be  here  at  the  next  weekly 
meeting,  being  obliged  to  go  home  to  Connecticut  on  busi- 
ness. 

February  16, 1842. 

Committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest.  Adams,  Haber- 
sham, Underwood,  Randall — no  quorum.  No  report  vet 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  present  condition 
of  the  funds. 

February  23, 1842. 

Committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest  Present,  Adams, 
Underwood,  Habersham — no  quorum. 

March  2, 1842. 

Committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest  Present,  Adams, 
Underwood,  Randall — no  quorum. 

March  9, 1842. 

Weekly  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian 
bequest  Present,  Adams  and  Truman  Smith.  Haber- 
sham was  in  an  adjoining  committee  room.    No  quorum. 

March  19, 1842. 

The  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian  be- 

?aest  was  fixed  for  ten  this  morning,  but  it  was  eleven  when 
reached  the  chamber  of  the  committee,  and  found  there 
Underwood,  Habersham,  Truman  Smith,  Benjamin  Randall, 
and  Charles  J.  Ingersoll;  absent,  Bowne,  Houston,  and 
Hunter.  Of  my  tardiness  I  failed  not  to  be  reminded.  "We 
took  up  the  old  bill  and  debated  it  from  the  third  to  the 
sixth  section  inclusive.  Every  provision  of  every  section 
^was  contested,  and  the  only  sound  principle  settled  was 
'that  the  principal  sura  of  the  bequest  should  be  preserved 
^mmpaired  as  a  perpetual  fund,  from  which  no  appropria- 
^<Hi  shall  be  made. 

Habersham,  of  Qeorcia,  opposed  the  parts  of  the  bill 
poviding  for  the  establishraent  of  an  astronomical  obser- 
His  argument  was  the  danger  and  difficulty  of 
HIS  i^  through  Congress ;  and  he  said  that  only  yester- 
^  the  members  from  the  South  urged,  in  conver- 
im.  that  Congress  had  no  constitutional  power 

'  thi^  Uie  money  ought  to  be  sent 

and  of  nullification, 
'M>wer  of  Congress 
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to  accept  the  bequest  would  not  be  removed  by  strikiog  out 
the  observatory;  that  Mr.  Calhoun  and  his  coadjutors  had 
urged  it  from  the  beginning,  and  it  had  been  time  after 
time  settled  against  them ;  that  any  application  of  the  fdnd 
to  the  purposes  of  the  testator  would  be  resisted  by  them, 
and  if  anything  was  to  be  done  it  must  be  carried  against 
their  stubborn  opposition.  Adjourned  to  Monday  morning 
at  ten. 

March  21, 1842. 

Meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest, 
at  ten  a.  m.  I  was  punctual  to  the  minute,  but  waited 
more  than  half  an  hour  for  a  quorum.  Present,  Adams, 
Underwood,  Truman  Smith,  Habersham,  R.  Randall,  and 
C.  J.  Ingersoll ;  absent,  Bowne,  Houston,  and  Hunter.  We 
discussed  the  remainder  of  the  old  bill,  from  the  sixth  sec- 
tion through.  Every  one  had  amendments  to  propose,  and 
the  bill  was  thoroughly  riddled.  Many  amendments  were 
adopted,  and  I  was  directed  to  prepare  an  amended  bill  for 
the  consideration  of  the  committee  at  the  adjournment, 
Wednesday  morning. 

March  23, 1842. 

I  reached  the  committee  room  at  ten  o'clock.  Present, 
Adams,  Randall,  Habersham,  T.  Smith,  Underwood,  and, 
just  as  the  committee  were  adjourning,  Ingersoll.  The 
remainder  of  the  old  bill  was  throughly  debated,  and  addi- 
tional  amendments  were  proposed.  I  was  finally  directed 
to  prepare  a  bill  and  then  call  a  meeting  of  the  committee. 

April  2, 1842. 

I  made  the  experiment  of  doing  something  else  while  the 
routine  of  private  legislation  was  dragging  through.  I  ac- 
cordingly continued  the  draft  of  a  bill  for  the  Smithsonian 
bequest  Committee,  with  a  hope  to  finish  it  on  Monday,  and  < 
I  ascertained  that  I  might,  with  suitable  industry,  perform 
the  work  of  two  hours'  writing  in  my  seat,  upon  business 
other  than  that  before  the  House,  every  day  upon  which  I 
take  no  part  in  the  debate,  and  yet  give  all  necessary  atten- 
tion to  the  current  business. 

April  4, 1842. 

I  finished  my  draft  of  the  bill  for  the  Smithaonian  bequest 
Committee,  and  added  five  new  sections  for  their  consiaera- 
tion. 
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April  6,  1842. 
In  the  House,  I  notified  all  the  members  of  the  Comniitteo 
ou  the  SmithsoniftD  bequest,  excepting  Mr.  Bowne,  ivho  ia 
absent,  to  attend  a  meeting  to-morrow  morning ;  and  I  gave 
to  Mr.  Underwood  to  read  the  five  additional  sections, 
which  complete  my  plan  for  the  establishment  of  the  insti- 
tution and  the  provision  of  a  fund  for  the  erection  and  per- 
petual support  of  an  astronomical  observatory  upon  a  scale 
equal  to  that  of  any  one  upon  earth.  He  donbted  the 
expediency  of  inelndiug  them  in  the  present  bill,  for  fear 
of  alarming  the  House,  but  cordially  approved  of  my  whole 
plan. 

April  6,  1842. 

Committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest.  Present,  Adums, 
Underwood,  Truman  Smith,  Benjamin  liandall,  and  C-  J. 
Ingersoli ;  absent,  Habersham,  Houston,  Bowne,  and  Hun- 
ter. I  was  authorized  to  present  to  the  House  the  draft  of 
the  bill  which  I  had  prepared,  together  with  the  five  addi- 
tional sections,  with  one  other,  to  dispose  of  the  surplus 
income  from  the  principal  fund,  beyond  the  thirty  thousand 
dotlara  a  year  for  ten  years- from  the  Ist  of  September, 
1838,  appropriated  by  the  bill,  and  with  the  bill  a  report. 

April  12,  1842. 

When  the  select  committees  were  called,  I  asked  leave 
to  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest 
a  bill;  but  the  bill  itself  was  at  my  house.  C.  J.  Ingersoll 
had  presented  to  the  House  and  referred  to  the  committee 
a  claim  of  Richard  Rush  for  extra  services  in  recovering 
the  money,  and  the  Speaker  said  he  had  additional  docu- 
ments to  present  relating  to  that  claim.  I  moved  that  the 
committee  should  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  claim,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims;  which,  with  faint  opposition  from  0.  J.  Ingersoll, 
was  carried. 

Jdnb  11,  1842. 

The  meeting  last  evening  at  Mr.  Markoe's  was  for  the 
purpose  of  conferring  npon  the  project  of  connecting  the 
organization  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Promotion  ot 
Science,  with  that  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Mr. 
Poinsett  ia  president  of  the  former,  and  presided  at  the 
meeting,  Mr.  Preston  has  introduced  into  the  Senate  a 
bill  for  combining  together  these  two  institutions,  and  now 
stated  to  the  meeting  his  views  on  the  subject,  embracing 
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an  appropriatioa  of  twenty  thousuid  dollare,  and  the  occn> 
pation  by  law  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Patent  Office  build- 
ing for  tne  preservation  and  arnmgenient  of  the  objects  of 
ouriOBi^eollccted  by  the  exploring  expoclition  under  Liea- 
tenant  Wilkes,  now  daily  expected  home ;  and  he  called  ou 
me  to  say  how  far  my  parpoeea  may  be  concurrent  with  these 
sanesttonB. 

Isaid  I  had  the  warmest  dispoation  to  faror  them,  and 
thought  there  was  but  one  difficult  in  tho  way,  which 
might  perhaps  be  sormoanted.  I  had  believed  that  tha 
whole  burden  and  the  whole  honor  of  the  SmithaoDian 
Instttation  shonld  be  exdasively  confined  to  itself,  and  not 
entangled  or  commingled  with  any  national  est  ablisb  meet 
requiring  appropriationB  of  public  mone^'.  I  cxposcil  the 
pnnciples  upon  which  all  my  movements  relating  to  the 
Smithsonian  bequest  have  been  founded,  aa  well  as  t^  tnlli 
which  at  four  succeaaive  Oongresaea  I  have  reported-rfint 
for  obtaining  the  money,  and  then  for  dispcMing  of  tbi 
fond. 

At  the  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Misuadppi,  tiie  pna- 
dent,  Poinaett,  was  authorized  to  appoint  a  committee  of  fin 
members  of  the  Institute,  to-  confer  with  Mr.  Preeton  sod 
me  Qpon  the  means  of  connecting  the  SmithBooiui  ^istit^ 
tion  with  the  Kational  Institate. 

Jdnb  20, 1842. 

In  the  House,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  }ont- 
nal,  I  offered  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  to  report  to  tbe  House  as  soon  ae  may  be  practi- 
cable, after  the  Ist  of  July  now  impending,  the  amoant 
paid  or  credited  to  the  several  States  of  the  Union  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands;  tho  amount  re- 
tained in  p^ment  of  interest  or  principal  of  debts  ilue 
from  the  States  to  the  United  States;  and  tho  amouutdafl 
from  the  indebted  States  to  the  United  States.  My  resola- 
tion  was  received  and  adopted  withoutopposition  asd  with- 
out remark. 

March  10,  1843. 

In  the  unceasing  mill-clapper  talk  of  Mr.  Hasalerll 
eveninc:,  he  asked  me  to  introduce  him  to  tbe  new  S     "'' 
of  the  Treasury,  John  0.  Spencer — which  I  agi 
and  appointed  this  day  at  one  o'clock  to  j 

Department  for  that  FSnBflHBe  cuinc, 

cordinglj.     I  introdWj^^^^^^jalmogt  imnieili 
them  together ;  batj^ 
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conflict  already  germiuating  between  two  proud  apirite, 
which  bodes  no  ffood  to  the  progress  of  the  Coast  Survey. 
The  recent  act  places  Hassler  under  the  control  of  a  board 
of  officers,  and  the  whole  operation  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Hassler,  already 
restive  under  the  joke  fitting  to  his  neck,  said  that  the 
work,  being  scientific,  must  be  conducted  on  suientitic  prin- 
ciples. Tiic  Potentate  answered  in  a  subdued  tone  of  voice, 
but  with  the  trenchant  Btubbornnesa  of  authority, "  the  lawa 
must  be  obeyed."  The  pride  of  science  clashed  with  the 
pride  of  place,  and  I  left  them  together. 

I  bad  observed  the  aarao  temper  in  Spencer  yesterday 
in  talking  with  him  about  the  present  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  the  Smitbsoniau  fund.  I  supplicated  him  to  take 
an  interest  in  the  restoration,  preservation,  and  application 
of  the  fund  to  the  purposes  of  the  testator.  He  promised 
to  make  a  full  report  to  CongresH  on  the  subject,  to  recom- 
mcnd  the  issue  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  dnited  States 
to  the  full  amount  of  the  dilapidated  funds  and  the  invest- 
ment of  it  in  trustees — the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  and  other  officers  of  the  Government.  But  he 
thought  the  disposal  of  the  funds  should  be  left  entirely  to 
the  trustees;  and  be  pronounced  the  prejudice  against  ray 
plan  of  an  astronomical  observatory  insurmountable,  be- 
vause  I  had  once  called  observatories  light-houses  in  the 
skies.  My  words  were  light-bouses  of  the  skies.  But  Mr. 
Spencer  sees  no  difl'erence  between  the  two  phrases.  Mr. 
Spencer  turned  up  his  c^es  at  the  swindling  speculation  of 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  and  shrugged  up  his  shoulders 
at  the  prospeet  of  ever  recovering  the  money  from  that 
State. 

Jahoabt  20,  1844. 

Thomasaon's  amendment  to  Wise's  resolution,  and  all  the 
other  amendments,  were  rejected,  and  the  ori^nal  resolu- 
tion to  refer  the  notice  of  the  Smithsonian  oequest  to  a 
select  committee  was  amended  by  Burke's  motion  to  refer 
it  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library.  The  committee 
reported,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

FEBnoAHY  19, 1844. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
present  condition  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  was  sent  in,  of 
which  Mr.  Young  apprised  me  by  a  private  note.  I  moved 
its  reference  to  a  select  committee  of  nine,  and  that,  with 
the  documents,  it  should  be  printed.  Burke  moved  its 
reference  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library.     To  this 
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I  objected,  and  asBigned  my  reasoas;  whereupon  Burke, 
unexpectedly  to  me,  withdrew  his  motion,  and  mine  wu 
carried. 

Mat  15, 1844. 

Adams,  John  Quincy ;  Houston,  Geo^«  8. ;  Chappell, 
Absalom  H. ;  French,  liichard;  Lucas,  William  ;  Brengle, 
Francis;  Potter,  Emery  D. ;  Yost,  Jacob  S. ;  Wethered, 
John.  The  names  in  the  margin  are  those,  iDcluding  my 
own,  of  the  select  committee  to  whom,  on  the  19th  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  3dof  Jana- 
ary,  concerning  the  present  condition  of  the  SmithaoniaD 
fiind.  I  met  them  at  ten  this  morning,  in  the  chamber  of 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures;  all  present  except  HouetOD 
and  Chappell,  who  were  duly  notified.  We  had  barely  time 
to  read  the  will  of  Smithson,  the  act  of  Congress  accepting 
the  bequest,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
referred  to  the  committee,  and  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morror 
at  ten  o'clock. 

May  16, 1844. 

I  met  again  the  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest, 
the  same  members  present  as  yesterday.  The  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  evades  all  explanation  of  the 
matiuer  how  the  fund  waa  ahnost  entirely  invested  in  bonJs 
of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  upon  which  no  interest  has  !>cod 
paid,  except  in  other  bonds  of  the  same  State,  and  upon 
which  for  more  than  two  years  no  interest  has  been  paid  at 
all.  How  to  make  the  fund  now  available  for  any  appro- 
priation by  Congress  to  the  purposes  of  the  testator  was 
the  question  first  discussed,  and  upon  which  the  committee 
came  to  no  result.  Then  I  read  the  bill  reported  bytlie 
select  committee  on  the  lith  of  April,  1842,  and,  aftereome 
conversation,  the  committee  adjourned  to  next  Monday,teti 
o'clock,  for  the  chairman,  consulting  with  Judge  Frenfh, 
to  prepare  some  specific  measure  to  he  discussed  for  report 
to  the  House. 

Mat  20, 1844. 

I  had  prepared  a  draft  of  a  bill  making  an  approprislioa  - 
of  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  the  Trcftsuijf 
assume  the  annual  interest  on  the  fSmi^oa  fiiU 
now  in  stocks  of  several  StateB  it  ~        _'".._ 

which  is  suspended;   wbidl  dllUfe  X  p«p'»^^'^ 
submit  to  the  consideration  of"  the  connnitf»"  ■»"  'he  Snu'ji- 
sonian  bequest  at  their  a^^BgrJ^-  __^^j|L2ai^  ^ 


oac  member  of  the  committee,  Jacob  S.  Yost,  attended.  I 
read  my  draft  of  a  bill  to  him,  and  we  agreed  to  meet  again 
next  "WedncBday  morning  at  half-paat  nine. 

May  22,  1844. 

The  meeting  of  the  select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian 
bequest  was  appointed  for  half-paat  nine  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing, but,  with  myself,  only  three  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee were  in  attendance — Brenglc,  Potter,  and  Yost ;  not 
a  quorum.  I  read  to  them  my  draft  of  a  bill  for  appropri- 
ating seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  the  Treasury 
for  carrying  into  immediate  effect  the  purposes  of  the  tes- 
tator— which  they  all  approved;  and  they  wero  also  willing 
to  report  again  the  bill  which  was  reported  in  1842.  We 
adjourned  to  meet  again  next  Saturday. 

Mat  23,  1844. 

I  began  the  draft  of  a  report  to  accompany  the  bill  which 
I  propose  to  report  from  the  select  committee  on  the  Smitb- 
Bonian  bequest,  but  made  little  progress  in  it. 

Mat  26,  1844. 

The  meeting  of  the  select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian 
bequest  was  fixed  for  this  morning  at  half-paat  niae,  but  the 
only  members  who  attended,  except  mjaelf,  were  Brengle 
and  French,  I  read  my  draft  of  a  preliminary  bill  to  ap- 
propriate a  sum  sufficient  to  make  the  fund  immediately 
available  for  application  to  the  purposes  of  the  testator,  to 
Mr.  Erench,  who  without  hesitation  approved  it.  I  have, 
therefore,  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  committee  to 
report  it;  but  I  was  not  ready  with  my  report.  It  was 
agreed,  therefore,  that  when  my  report  ia  ready  I  shall  call 
,  a  meeting  of  the  committee,  for  their  final  action  upon  the 
reference. 

May  30, 1844. 

In  preparing  the  report  to  the  House  of  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  Smithsou  bequest,  I  found  it  advisable  to 
ascertain  at  the  Treasury  Department  whether  any  further 
payment  of  interest  upon  any  of  the  State  bonds  has  been 
made  into  the  Treasury  since  the  letter  of  the  Secretary, 
John  C.  Spencer,  of  19th  February  last,  referred  to  Ihe 
committee.  I  called  at  the  Department,  and  Mr.  Young, 
the  chief  clerk  and  acting  secretary,  informed  me  that  no 
additional  payment  has  been  made. 


u 
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May  31, 1844. 

I  finished  the  draft  of  a  report  from  the  select  oomnuttea 
on  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  bat,  in  the  process  of  pre^sr> 
ing  it,  changed  my  purpose  from  the  design  of  reportug 
two  bills  to  that  of  including  the  whole  subject  in  one. 

JUNB  1, 1814. 

I  had  called  a  final  meeting  of  the  select  committee  on 
the  Smithsonian  bequest,  at  half-past  nine  this  morning, 
and  yesterday  sent  round  by  one  of  the  pages  a  notificatioQ 
to  all  the  members  of  the  committee  in  the  House.  I  had 
also  personally  notified  Geoi^e  S.  Houston ;  but  the  only 
members  who  attended  were  Brengle,  French,  and  Yost,  to 
whom  I  read  the  report  and  bill  that  I  had  prepared,  botii 
which  they  approved,  and  authorized  me  to  present,  after 
obtaining  the  consent  of  one  more  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  House.  That  consent  I  afterwards  obtained 
from  Emery  D.  Potter,  the  member  from  Ohio. 

JuKB  5, 1844. 

At  the  House,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  jour- 
nal,  I  asked  leave  to  present  a  report  and  bill  from  the  select 
committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest ;  but  McKay,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  movea  to  aos- 
pend  the  rules  and  go  into  Committee. of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  reftised  to  allow  me  time  to  present 
my  report  and  bill. 

JuNB  7, 1844. 

I  presented  the  report  and  bill  from  the  select  committee 
on  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  which  were  referred  ib  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  Of  the  Union,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Jtob  11,  1844. 

The  eompositx>r  of  the  Globe  office  sent  me  proof  sheets 
of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  bill,  reported  by  me  from  the 
committee  to  the  House,  in  which  there  were  Several  errors. 
I  corrected  them  last  evening,  and  took  the  corrected  bill 
back  to  the  office.  I  requested  a  proof  copy  of  the  report 
also,  when  printed. 

Dbcbmbbr  5,  1844. 

I  had  a  momine  visit  fit)m  Robert'  Owen,  of  Lanark,  * 
man  with  whom  I  first  became  acauainted  in  London,  in 
1817 — a  speculative,  scheming,  miscnievous  man. 
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December  6, 1844. 

Mr.  Robert  Owen  came  a^in  this  morning,  and  mesmer- 
ized me  for  the  space  of  an  hour  and  a  half  with  his  luna- 
cies about  a  new  organization  of  society  under  the  auspices 
of  the  two  most  powerful  nations  on  the  face  of  the  globe — 
Great  Britain  on  the  Eastern  and  the  United  States  on  the 
Western  Hemisphere.  The  materials,  he  says,  are  abund- 
ant, and  the  arrangements  are  all  of  simple  and  easy  execu- 
tion. He  has  prepared  a  plan  in  which  all  the  details  are 
set  forth  with  the  minutest  accuracy.  It  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Packenhara,  but  he  will  ask  him  to  return  it, 
and  will  communicate  it  to  me  for  my  examination.  It  is  a 
plan  for  universal  education,  for  which  the  Smithsonian 
fund  may  provide  the  means  without  interfering  at  all  with 
my  views.  After  the  establishment  of  the  system,  there 
will  be  no  war,  and  no  such  thing  as  poverty.  Universal 
competency  will  be  the  lot  of  all  mankind,  and  want  will  be 
unknown. 

All  this  I  had  heard  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  the  hum- 
bug is  too  stale. 

January  15, 1845. 

Mr.  Woodbury's  discourse  last  evening  was  of  about  two 
hours'  duration,  delivered  with  great  rapidity,  replete  with 
various  and  minute  details  of  modern  and  especiallv  Amer- 
ican improvements  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  physical,  moral, 
political,  and  intellectual,  tinged  throughout  with  the  worm- 
wood of  Democracy,  like  ocean  brine  boiled  down  to  freshen 
it,  with  a  mawkish  tang  of  the  salt  remaining  in  the  taste. 
It  was  a  defence  of  our  national  character  against  the  re- 
proach of  neglecting  the  progress  of  science.     He^  drew 
from  the  nature  of  our  Democratic  Government  the  infer- 
ence that  scientific  improvement  must  be  the  result  of  indi- 
vidual exertion  and  private  enterprise,  and  enumerated  a 
great  multitude   of   American   inventions,  from  Fulton's 
steamers  and  Whitney's  cotton-gin  to  the  Western  Railroad, 
the  Fairmount  Water   Works  at  Philadelphia,  and  the 
Croton  Aqueduct  at  New  York. 

Then  he  touched  lightly  upon  the  promotion  of  science 

irhich  the  Government  has  actually  patronized — the  survey 

of  the  coast,  the  astronomical  observatory,  and  the  explor- 

ezpedition.    He  made  out,  on  the  whole,  a  very  good 

slosed  with  a  liberal  exhortation  to  Congress  to 

within  the  constitutional  limitations,  and  to 

He  capabilities  of  the  National  Institute 

Immediately  after  he  closed, 
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W.  W.  Seaton  took  Uie  obair  of  the  meeting,  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  paasod  for  the  discourse,  with  the  reqaest  of  a 
copy  for  pauicatioQ,  aad  the  meeting  was  dissolved. 

Jahqabt  28, 1846. 

The  Hoase  had  been  some  time  in  session  when  I  took 

mj  seat.    A  bill  from  the  Senate  to  estabUsh  the  Bnutli- 

Bonian  lostitntibn  had  been  received,  read,  and  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Febbdakt  10, 1845. 

Bobert  Dale  Owen  had  introdaced  a  sabstitate  for  the 

bill  from  the  Senate  to  dispose  of  the  BmithBoniao  bmneat 

Without  rea^ng,  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  remred 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Makch  3, 1846. 

Owen  and  Barke  made  deqierate  attempts  to  force  down 
a  swindling  Smithsonian  bill,  which  I  baiely  snoceeded  in 
defoatjng. 

Apbil  4, 1845. 

I  find  it  impossible  to  carry  oat  the  resolataon  formed 
daring  the  session  of  Congress,  to  devote  the  recess  to  aoli- 
iects  of  public  interest  which  I  was  then  compelled  to  ove^ 
look.  I  have,  indeed,  disposed  of  two  of  them  for  the 
present ;  but  the  rescinding  of  the  gag-rule,  the  Jackson 
&ble  of  the  Ervdug  Treaty  with  Spain,  the  Smithsoniao  be- 
quest, the  controversy  between  Massachusetts  and  South 
Carolina,  the  new  States  of  Texas,  Iowa,  and  Florida,  the 
Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Oregon,  and  the  errors  of  the 
sixth  census — all  subjects  which  I  did  intend  tborougblf  to 
sift  before  the  next  session  of  Congress,  they  are  sTippinS 
through  my  bands. 

Apbil  11, 1845. 

Mr.  Qeorge  Bancroft,  now  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  called 
on  me  this  morning,  and  again  in  the  evening,  and  I  hw 
two  long  conversfttiona  mth  him,  on  subjects  conneetod 
with  the  Niivy  Department,  the  Observatory,  the  magnetio 
apparatua  and  observations,  the  Sraithsonian  bequest,  aadj 
the  National  Institute,  and  finally  upon  Mr.  Lewis'  o"'^ 
trical  light-house  lamps  and  the  Patent  Office.  ""  ' 
for  advice  with  regard  to  the  Observato  '  --^-'^ 
observations,  which  arc  suspended. 

My  advice  was:   1.  To  build  a  dwel 
the  Observatory.     2.  To  order  liitiftUHlTl^ll 
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of  the  magnetic  observations.  Much,  too  much,  loose  and 
desultory  conversation  besides,  to  be  very  much  restricted 
hereafter.  Mr.  Bancroft  professes  great  zeal  to  make  some- 
thing of  his  Department.  I  heartily  wish  he  may.  He  in- 
tends to  be  a  hard-working  man.  Practice  should  follow 
and  realize  theory.    Drop  tne  anchor,  Hope  ! 

April  30, 1845. 

Between  one  and  two,  afternoon,  Mr.  McClintock  Young, 
chief  clerk  of  the  Treasury  Department,  sent  me  word  that 
the  Secretary  was  in  his  office,  and  would  see  me.  I  went 
immediately,  and  found  the  anteroom  and  the  entry  before 
his  door  crowded  with  persons  waiting  for  admission — four 
out  of  five,  if  not  all,  place-hunters.  The  doorkeeper 
opened  the  door  for  me,  and  Mr,  Walker  received  me  with 
civility.  I  had  about  half  an  hour's  conversation  with  him 
concerning  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  and  gave  him  my  rea- 
sons for  arresting  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the 
last  night  of  the  session,  the  bill  which  had  passed  the 
Senate.  I  mentioned  to  him  ray  objection  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  board  of  managers,  qualified  as  a  committee  ot 
Congress,  but  a  majority  of  whom,  though  elected  as  mem- 
bers, three  from  the  Senate  by  their  President  and  three 
from  the  House  by  their  Speaker,  would  be  no  longer  mem- 
bers when  called  to  act  as  members  of  the  Institution.  1 
told  him  of  the  absurd  amendment  proposed  in  the  House 
to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  by  Robert  Dale  Owen,  of  Indi- 
ana, and  the  desperate  plunges  made  by  him,  and  by  Burke, 
of  New  Hampshire,  to  force  the  bill  upon  the  House  in  its 
last  agonies,  and  the  selfish  purpose  transparent  through 
their  motions — Burke's,  made  close  upon  the  midnight 
hour,  to  take  it  out  of  committee  in  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  Walker,  after  referring  to  his  agency  heretofore  as  a 
member  of  the  National  Institute,  which  was  unsuccessful, 
said  that  his  preference  for  the  employment  of  the  fund  was, 
first,  for  an  astronomical  observatory  on  my  plan  ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, for  a  large  librarj%  chiefly  of  such  books  as  are  not 
to  be  found  in  other  public  libraries.  He  would  cheerfully 
oo-operate,  as  far  as  he  might  be  able,  to  carry  such  a  pur- 
>  into  eflfect.  He  agreed  with  me  that  a  corporation, 
not  a  committee  of  ex-members  of  Congress,  was  the 
rnization  for  the  management  of  the  fhnd,  and 
should  be  taken  for  redeeming  the  principal 
the  State  of  Arkansas.  I  left  him  with  a 
f^thing  may  be  done  for  the  disposal 
session  of  Congress. 
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December  30, 1845. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  inquiring  why  certain  sums  m 
money  due  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  bad  been  withheld 
from  payment;  and  the  answer  is  that  it  had  been  by  virtoe 
of  a  joint  resolution  of  the  8d  March  last,  providing  tint 
whenever  any  State  shall  have  been,  or  may  be,  in  de£uilt 
of  the  payment  of  interest  or  principal  on  investments  in 
its  stock,  or  bonds  held  by  the  United  States  in  trust,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Fetain 
the  whole,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  of  the 
percentage  to  which  such  State  may  be  entitled  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  within  its  limits,  and 
apply  the  same  to  the  payment  of  said  interest  or  principal, 
or  to  the  reimbursement  of  any  sums  of  money  expended 
by  the  United  States  for  that  purpose.  This  provision  was 
nrst  introduced  into  an  act  of  Congress  by  me  in  1842,  and 
is  the  only  check  which  I  believe  practicable  to  an  enor- 
mous system  of  swindling  and  plunder  by  some  of  the 
Democratic  States  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  Union. 

Januaby  23, 1846. 

I  attended  at  the  Capitol  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on 
the  Smithsonian  bequest  There  were  present,  Owen, 
Adams,  Jenkins,  Marsh,  Sims,  Davis,  and  wllmot— all  the 
members.  The  discussion  was  renewed  upon  the  question 
whether  the  directors  of  the  Institution  should  be  consti- 
tuted in  express  terms  a  corporation;  for  which  purpose 
the  chairman,  Owen,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  de- 
cision made  at  the  last  meeting.  It  was  again  debated,  and 
again  decided  to  make  it  a  corporation — the  vote  now  being 
four  to  three,  Owen,  chairman,  changing  his  vote  to  the 
negative,  and  Sims,  of  South  Carolina,  still  voting  for  the 
corporation,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  votinff  against 
the  whole  bill,  and  declaring  his  purpose  to  have  the  whole 
money  sent  back  to  the  English  court  of  chancery. 

I  told  him  that  I  thought  that  proposition  came  rather 
late,  after  the  formal  acceptance  of  the  bequest,  and  the 
appropriation  of  the  money  to  other  purposes,  with  a  formal 
pledge  of  the  &ith  of  the  United  States  that  it  should  be 
applied  to  the  objects  designated  by  the  donor. 

It  was,  however,  the  original  proposition  of  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, and  will  be  persistea  in  by  the  South  Carolina  school 
of  politics  and  morals  to  the  last,  without  any  idea  of  re- 
turning the  money,  but  with  the  purpose  of  aefeating  any 
useful  application  of  it 
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I  proposed  a  provision  that  all  the  proceeds  of  the  be- 
quest be  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  with  a  direction  that  separate  accounts  of  it 
should  be  kept  from  those  of  all  the  other  accounts  at  the 
Treasury.  This  had  been  done  in  the  act  of  1836,  which 
the  committee  considered  as  no  longer  obligatory,  since  the 
investment  of  the  fund,  almost  entirely,  in  stocks  of  the 
United  States,  The  provision  itself  in  the  act  of  1836  was 
questioned,  until  I  produced  it;  and  the  provision  was  now, 
at  my  motion,  re-inserted  in  the  present  bill.  The  com- 
mittee adjourned  to  next  Friday. 

January  30, 1846. 

At  ten  o'clock  this  morning  I  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
select  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest.  Present,  six 
members — Owen,  Adams,  Jenkins,  Sims,  Davis,  Wilmot; 
absent,  Marsh,  of  Vermont,  who  afterwards  told  me  that  it 
was  because  he  had  forgotten  the  time  of  the  meeting. 
Some  progress — very  little — was  made  in  the  discussion  of 
Mr.  Owen's  bill.  In  the  sixth  section  provision  is  made  for 
a  superintendent  to  take  charge  of  the  ground,  buildino^s, 
and  property  belonging  to  the  Institution,  and  also  for  the 
appointment  of  a  professor  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  and 
rural  economy,  and  for  a  distribution  among  the  people  of 
the  Union  of  fruits,  plants,  seeds,  and  vegetables,  to  be  col- 
lected by  this  superintendent  with  the  professor ;  and  ffar- 
deners,  practical  agriculturists,  and  laborers,  to  be  hired 
from  time  to  time  by  him  as  may  be  necessary. 

I  moved  to  strike  out  this  section,  which  I  consider  as  a 
cumbersome,  expensive,  and  useless  burden  upon  the  Insti- 
tution. It  was  connected  also  with  a  further  project,  de- 
clared in  the  seventh  section,  for  the  appointment  of  a  nor- 
mal branch  of  the  Institution,  with  an  indefinite  number  of 
professors  of  common  school  and  other  scientific  instruc- 
tion— all  which  I  propose  to  expunge  from  the  bill.  The 
discussion  was  desultory,  and,  before  taking  the  question 
upon  it,  some  amendments  of  detail  to  the  sixth  section 
-were  proposed,  and  debated  until  the  meeting  of  the  House, 
,whBn  the  committeee  adjourned  to  next  Friday. 

February  13, 1846. 

the  meeting  of  the  select  committee  upon  the 

uest;    all  the  members    present — Owen, 

ms,  Davis,  Marsh,  Wilmot.     Mr.  Owen's 

iBsed.    The  question  was  taken  upon 

at  the  provision  for  the  appointment 
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of  professon  of  tgrionltare  and  hortienltar*.  and  fer  fin 
«stebli«hmeiit  of  teaeh«n  fi>r  normal  sdiools,  botk  of  ■li'iifc, 
however,  were  curied  b^  a  vote  of  five  to  two.  !%««  wm 
in  the  hill  an  aj^ropriation  of  five  thoaaand  doUata  a  ytat 
for  the  formation  <^  a  lihrary.  I  moved  to  atrike  ootia 
this  section  the  word  "five"  and  insert  "twenly ;"  bdie*^ 
ins  this  better  adapted  to  promote  and  increase  toe  diffiaua 
of  knowledge  among  men  than  the  waste  of  Uie  fbndi  to 

Or  the  expenses  of  schools  for  children~«  duty  wldek  I 
ieve  incumbent  apon  the  American  people  themsdveB, 
who  will  be  disffraced  by  recarring  to  aforeipier  for  ohiu^ 
which  they  oa^t  to  support  themselves. 

My  motion  was,  however,  r^ected,  and  the  comnuttee 
were  prepared  to  report  the  bill  as  the  mqorit^  of  tiHm 
have  Biiaped  it  A  qaestion  was,  however,  reaerved  ftr  dw ' 
next  meeting  on  Friday  next. 

Fbbbdart  20, 184e. 

I  attended  this  momiDg  a  meeting  of  the  select  committse 
on  the  Smithsoniui  be^neet.  Present,  Owen,  chaimuo, 
Adams,  Sims,  and  Jdnkins.  There  was  aome  fbrdier  dii- 
ooseion  upon  the  amendmenta  proposed  to  the  bill,  bat  wiA- 
ont  coming  to  a  conclaeioa.  The  committee  ac|jonmed  a^ 
to  meet  next  Friday,  with  a  view  then  to  direct  the  chair- 
man to  report  the  bill  ae  amended.  I  said  I  should  uot 
object  to  this,  but  should  not  hold  myself  bound  to  support 
it  in  the  House.  Mr.  Sims  said  that  his  objection  to  it  ae 
unconstitutional  remained  in  full  force  in  his  mind. 

February  27, 1846. 

At  ten  o'clock  this  morning  I  attended  u  meeting  of  tha 
BQ]ect  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest  Present, 
Owen,  chairman,  Adams,  Sims,  Jenkins,  Marsh,  and  Jefiw* 
eon  Davis;  absent,  Wilmot  The  chairman,  conformably 
to  the  order  adopted  at  the  last  meeting,  had  prepared  a 
report  to  be  submitted  witli  the  bill  to  the  House.  It  coo- 
tained  a  statement  of  the  embezzlement  of  the  fund  by  in- 
vesting it  in  the  etocks  of  the  States  of  Arkannas,  Ulinoi* 
and  Michigan.  I  had  moved  to  have  this  statement  r-** 
and  provided  for  in  the  bill ;  but,  excepting  Mr.  Mara' 
other  member  of  the  committee  would  consenttr 
were  unwilling  to  uncover  the  liakfiAoSMj 
They  consented,  liowcvt'r.  wiih  r«lWMaO«.4 
in  the  report,  which  Mr.  Owen  had  raJ-V^W^ 
with  an  cxpressioj 
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there  would  be  do  nltimate  1o8b  to  tbe  United  States  of  the 
funds  thus  invested. 

I  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  report  this  ezpreasion  of 
confidence,  which  I  could  not  honestly  avow.  It  was  accord- 
ingly struck  out,  leaving  a  bare  statement  of  the  facta  to  be 
made. 

The  chairman  was  directed,  in  preeentins  the  report  and 
bill,  to  move  that  they  should  be  printed  and  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day  for  tbe  second  Tuesday  in  April. 
The  committees  of  the  House  upon  this  subject  have  here- 
tofore been  unanimous  in  the  reports — all  which  have  been 
made  by  me.  But  the  House  baa  never  been  prevailed  npon 
to  take  them  into  consideration.  In  this  committee  no  two 
members,  excepting  Mr,  Marsh  and  myself,  have  agreed  in 
opinion  with  regard  to  the  future  management  of  uie  fiind. 
I  doubt  if  there  will  be  more  harmony  in  the  House,  for 
never  was  there  a  benevolent  and  charitable  purpose  more 
untbrtunately  endowed  than  that  of  James  Smithson,  en- 
trusted to  the  good  fiiith  and  intelligence  of  the  ITortb 
American  Congress. 

April  22, 1846. 

At  the  House,  the  bill  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution for  tbe  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union — Armistead  Burt,  of  South  Carolina,  in  tbe 
chair.  It  was  read  through  for  information,  and  then  taken 
up  by  sections  for  amendment. 

George  W.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  ;  that  is,  to  reject  the  bill. 

Robert  Dale  Owen  delivered  an  hour  speech  in  support  of 
tbe  bill,  dwelling  chiefly  upon  the  parts  of  it  appropnating 
funds  for  the  education  and  training  of  teachers  for  normAl 
schools  throughout  tbe  Union — in  my  opinion  the  worst 
feature  of  the  bill. 

Jones'  objection  was  chiefly  to  the  organization  of  the 
trustees  of  the  fund  us  a  corporation,  which  be  contended 
was  not  within  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
create.  After  Owen's  speech,  Jones  withdrew  bis  motion 
to  strike  out  the  first  eection,  and  moved  to  amend  by  a  sec- 
tion authorizing  the  whole  bequest  to  be  returned  to  the 
nA||^^law,  or  next  of  kin,  or  residuary  legatees  of  Smith- 
^Hwtbmr  authorized  agents,  whenever  they  shall  demand 
^^■Mm  Thnt  ;a  to  say,  to  deliver  to  them  the  State 
f  Arkansas,  Illinois,  and  Michigan, 
rest  Dor  principal  is,  or  is  soon  likely 
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Dr. 


THE  STATE  OF  ARKANSAS,  on  account  of  the  bonds  of 
sonian  Institution,  under  the  6th  section  of  an  act  of  Ooingras, 
in  trust,  for  the  uses  specified  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of 


Auditor's  Report,  No.  108,877  :  Cbrt. 

For  amount  of  said  bonds,  No.  1  to  500,  of 

$1,000  each,  dated  January  1,  1888,  payable 

26th  October,  1861,  purchased  per  Warrant 

No.  9512,  4th  September,  1888,  at  99^  per 

cent.,  bearing  6  per  cent,  interest  from  Sep- 
tember, 5,  1888,  at  a  cost  of $499,600  00      $500,000  00 

For  amount  of  said  bonds,  No.  401  to  410,  of 

$1,000  each,  dated  January  1,  1838,  payable 

Ist  of  January,  1868,  purchased  per  Warrant 

No.  10352, 29th  December,  1888,  at  par,  bear- 

ing  6  per  cent,  interest  from  1st  of  January, 

1839,  at  a  cost  of... —       10,000  00  10,000  00 

For  amount  of  said  bonds,  No.  282  to  294,  of 

$1,000  each,  dated  January  1,  1888,  payable 

1st  Januanr,  1868,  purchased  per  Warrant 

No.  1949,  6th  July,  1889,  at  98}  per  cent, 

bearing  6  per  cent,  interest  from  1st  July, 

1889,  at  a  cost  of 12,887  60  18,000  00 

For  amount  of  said  bonds.  No.  859  to  873,  of 

$1,000  each,  dated  January  1,  1888^ayable 

ist  of  January,  1868,  purchased  per  Warrant 

No.  5859,  21st  September,  1840,  at  69}  per 

cent.,  bearing  6  per  cent,  interest  from  Ist 

July,  1840,  at  a  cost  of. 10,655  00  16,000  00 

Cost $582,892  60 

Principal $688,000  00 

For  amount  of  interest,  on  said  bonds,  to  81st 
December,  1849,  viz : 

On  $500,000,  from  5th  of  September,  1888,  to 
81st  December,  1849 889,619  57 

On  $10,000,  from  Ist  of  January,  1839,  to  8l8t 
December,  1849 6,600  00 

On  $18,000,  from  1st  of  July,  1889,  to  81st  De- 
cember, 1849 8,190  00 

On  $15,000,  from  1st  of  July,  1840,  to  81st  De- 
cember, 1849 8,560  00 


862,950  67 
$900,959  67 
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Cr. 

State,  purchased  aa  an  investment  of  moneys  belonging  to  the  Smith- 
approved  July  7, 1838,  in  account  wUh  the  Secretary  o/  (he  Treasury, 
James  Smithson, 

By  amount  received  for  interest  accruing  on 

said  bondsi  covered  by  the  following  warrants 

in  favor  of  the  Treasurer,  viz : 
Part  of  Warrant  No.  8212,  dated  29th  Decem- 
ber, 183a— deposit _ $9,619  67 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  8697,  dated  1st  July, 

1839— deposit —  16,800  00 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  276,  dated  8d  February, 

1840— deposit 16,690  00 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  602,  dated  80th  July, 

1840— deposit - 16,690  00 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  789,  dated  1st  February, 

1841— deposit _  16,140  00 

Warrant  No.  943,  dated  80th  June,  1841^ 

deposit - — 6,000  00 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  1068,  dated  7th  August, 

1841— deposit 10,000  00 

Warrant  No.  1086,  dated  18th  September,  1841, 

deposit - - 1,140  00 

Warrant  No.  1699,  dated  13th  December,  1842, 

distributive  share  of  proceeds  of  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands— 4,482  79 

Warrant  No.  1782,  dated  20th  April,  1843— 

distributive  share  of  proceeds  of  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands «. — -  629  87 

Warrant  No.  2668,  dated  2d  May,  1846—6  per 

cent,  on  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands 

in  the  State - 7,617  66 

Warrant  No.  2681,  dated  23d  August,  1846— 

6  per  cent,  on  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  public 

lands  in  the  State 1,788  76 

Warrant  No.  8506,  dated  6th  April,  1847—6 

per  cent,  on  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  public 

lands  in  the  State —  -t 870  62 

^Warrant  No.  8699,  dated  7th  July,  1847—6  per 

cent,  on  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands 

in  the  State 2,609  28 

$106,477  96 
3y  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Arkansas,  viz : 

"^or  principal  of  said  bonds $688,000  00 

Interest  to  8l8t  December,  1849 266,481  62 

794,481  62 
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Auditor's  Report,  No.  118,629 : 
To  balance  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No. 

103,877 tm,m  (fi 

To  interest  on  $588,000,  being  the  amount  of 
principal  of  said  bonds,  from  January  1, 
1850,  to  December  81, 1853,  at  6  per  cent,  per 
cent,  per  annum '. 129,120  09 


$923,60162 


No.  116,528 : 

To  balance  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No. 

118,629 $899,636  82 

To  interest  on  $538,000,  being  the  amount  of 

principal  of  said  bonds,  from  1st  of  January 

to  8l8t  of  December,  1854,  at  6  per  cent,  per 

annum - 82,280  00 


$981,916  82 


No.  127,145 : 

To  balance  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No. 

116,628 - - $918,456  05 

To  interest  on  $588,000,  being  the  amount  of 

principal  of  said  bonds,  from  1st  of  January, 

1855,  to  December  8l8t,  1856,  2  years,  at  6 

per  cent  per  annum 64,560  00 


$983,016  OS 


No.  188,174: 
To  balance  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No. 

127,146 - $974,702  » 

To  interest  on  $588,000,  being  the  amount  of 

principal  of  said  bonds,  from  January  1, 1857, 

to  December  81, 1859,  8  years,  at  6  per  cent. 

per  annum 96,840  00 

$1,071,542  88 
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By  amount  received  for  interest  accruing  on 

said  bonds,  covered  by  the  following  warrants 

in  tsLTOT  of  the  Treasurer,  as  per  statement  of 

the  Raster  of  the  Treasury,  viz : 

No.  6013,  dated  May  28, 1849 |8,896  78 

No.  61,  dated  June  8,  1860 8,009  71 

No.  14,  dated  July  19, 1861 8,617  06 

No.  9,  dated  November  10,  1862 8,941  80 


By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
viz: 

For  principal  of  bonds $638,000  00 

For  interest 861,686  82 


$28,966  80 


899,686  82 
$928,601  62 


By  amount  received  for  interest  accruing  on 
said  bonds,  covered  by  the  following  warrants, 
in  favor  of  the  Treasurer,  as  per  certificate 
of  the  Register : 

No.  8,  dated  April  6, 1864 -       $8,271  60 

No.  27,  dated  October  81, 1864 10,188  69 

By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
viz: 

For  principal  of  bonds $638,000  00 

For  interest— 880,466  08 


$18,460  29 


918,466  03 
$931,916  82 


By  amount  received  for  interest  accruing  on 
said  bonds,  covered  by  Warrant  No.  102  in 
favor  of  the  Treasurer,  dated  June  28, 1866 —  $8,818  15 

By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
viz: 

For  principal  of  bonds $638,000  00 

For  interest- 486,702  88 

974,702  88 


$988,016  03 


By  Warrant  No.  20  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer, 

dated  January  7, 1868 $18,700  79 

By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Arkansas, 

viz: 

For  principal  of  said  bonds $638,000  00 

For  interest.— 614,842  09 

1,062,842  09 

$1,071,642  88 
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Auditor's  Report,  No.  146,887 : 

To  balance  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No. 
188,174 _.- - $1,052,842  09 

To  interest  on  $588,000,  being  the  amount  of 
principal  of  said  bonds,  from  January,  1860, 
to  January  1, 1868, 8  years,  at  6  per  cent,  per 
annum 96,840  00 

$1,149,682  09 


No.  148,046: 

To  balance  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No. 

146,887 $1,149,682  09 

To  interest  on  $688,000,  being  the  amount  of 

Srincipal  of  said  bonds,  from  January  1  to 
une  80, 1868,  at  6  per  cent  per  annum 16,140  00 


$1,166,822  00 


No.  172,760 : 

To  amount  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No. 

148,046 $1,146,187  M 

To  interest  on  $688,000,  being  the  amount  of 

principal  of  said  bonds,  from  July  1, 1868,  to 

December  81, 1869 209,820  00 


$1,866,007  84 


No.  199,802 : 

To  amount  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No. 

172,760 $1,290,065  58 

To  interest  oH  $688,000,  being  the  amount  of 

principal  of  said  bonds,  from  January   1, 

1870,  to  December  81,  1876 198,680  00 

$1,488,745  58 
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By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
Tiz: 

For  principal  of  bonds |588|000  00 

For  interest - 611,682  09 

$1,149,682  09 


11,149,682  09 


By  Warrant  No.  116  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer, 
dated  August  18,  1868 fl9,684  76 

By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
viz: 

For  principal  of  bonds f588,000  00 

For  interest 608,187  84 

1,146,187  84 

11,166,822  09 


By  Warrant  No.  187  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer, 
dated  80th  September,  1860 |66,941  81 

By  balance  due  from  the  said  State  of  Arkan- 
sas, viz : 

For  principal  of  bonds - |688,000  00 

For  interest 762,066  68 

1,290,066  68 

11,866,007  84 


By  balance  due  from  the  said  State  of  Arkan- 
sas, viz : 

For  principal  of  bonds |688,000  00 

For  interest 946,746  68 


11,488,746  68 
11,488,746  68 


810  TREASURY  ACCOUNT  WITH 

Dr. 

THE  STATE  OF  MICHIOAN,  on  account  of  the  dock  of  mid 
aonian  Institution,  under  the  6th  section  of  an  act  of  C6ngrm, 
in  trust,  for  the  uses  specified  in  the  IM  will  and  testament  of 

Auditor's  Report,  No.  103,878:  CbiL         Parvaim. 

For  amount  of  8  "  special  certificates  "  of  the  stock 

of  said  State,  No.  76  and  No.  86  to  92  inclusive, 

dated  Ist  Ma^,  1838,  for  $1,000  each,  payable  on  the 

first  Monday  in  July,  1858,  or  at  any  time  thereafter 

that  the  State  may  choose,  purchased  per  Warrant 

No.  10,146,  November  23,  1838,  at  par,  bearing  6 

per  cent,  interest  from  1st  May,  1838— cost |8,000  00  $8,000  00 

For  interest  from  1st  May  to  28d  November,  1888— 

cost 270  67 

For  amount  of  interest  accruing  on  said  certificates 

from  1st  May,  1888,  to  81st  December,  1849 6,600  00 


$18,600  00 


No.  118,547 : 
To  amount  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No.  103,- 

878 $8,000  00 

To  interest  on  said  bonds  from  1st  January,  1850,  to 

December  81, 1868,  at  6  per  cent 1,920  00 


$9,920  00 


Warrant  Ho.  3598,  dated  let  July,  1839— deposit. 
Part  of  Worranl  No.  270,  dated  3d  February,  1840— 

deposit   

Part  of  Warmnt  No.  502,  dated  13th  July,  1840— 

deposit 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  789,  dated  1st  February,  1841— 

deposit 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  1058,  dated  7lh  August,  1841— 

deposit 

■Warrant  No,  1593,  dated  26tl)  November,  1842— dis- 
tributive aharo  of  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands 

Warrant  No.  1730,  dated  20lh  April,  1843— distribu- 
tive share  of  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands 

Warrant  No.  21)70,  dated  23d  August,  1845—5  pet 

cent,  of  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  lands  in  said  State-. . 
Warrant  No.  2876,  dated  lOtb  February,  1846 — 5  per 

cent,  of  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  land  in  said  State.. 
Warrant  No.  8503,  dated  Cth  April,  1847—5  per  ci 

of  net  proeeeds  of  sales  of  land  in  said  State  — 
Warrant  No.  8007,  dated  7th  July,  1847—6  per  cent. 

of  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  land  in  said  State 

Warrant  No.  4843,  dated  20tb  September,  1848—5  per 

cent,  of  not  proceeds  of  sales  of  land  in  said  State  ... 
Warrant  No.  5009,  dated  23d  Maj',  1849—5  per  cent. 

of  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  land  in  said  Blato 

Warrant  No.  69,  dated  19th  June,  1860 — S  per  cenL 

of  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  land  in  said  Stale..  ' 

Amount  of  int 

Sy  balnnce  duo  from  the  State  of  Michigan,  for  the 

principal  of  said  certificates , 8,000  00 


By  amount  received  for  interest  on  said  stocks,  covered 
by  the  following  warrants  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer, 

Ko.  li.dated  July  16,  1851 ?720  00 

Ho.  21,  dated  May  4,  I8&2  _ 240  00 

By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Michigan: 

For  tho  principal  of  said  stock $8,000  00 

For  interest  to  81st  December,  1853 _ OliO  00 


812  TREASURY   ACCOUNT  WITH 

Dr.  mehigan  Account — Continued. 

Auditor's  Beport,  No.  127,148  : 
To  amount  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No.  118,- 

547 18,960  00 

To  interest  on  said  bonds  from  Ist  January,  1854,  to 

December  81,  1866,  at  6  per  cent 1,440  00 


110,400  00 


No.  188,850 : 
To  amount  due  fVom  said  State,  per  Report  No.  127,« 

148 18,240  00 

To  interest  on  said  bonds  fh>m  1st  January,  1857|  to 

July  1,  1858,  at  6  per  cent. 720  00 


$8,900  00 
Account  closed. 


THE   SMITHSON   FUND.  818 

Michigan  Aecaunt — Continued.  Cb. 

By  amount  received  for  interest  on  said  stocks,  cdyered 

by  the  following  warrants  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer, 

viz: 

No.  2,  dated  April  6.  1854 - |959  61 

No.  80,  dated  July  19, 1855 720  49 

No.  80,  dated  October  15, 1856 480  00 

$2,160  00 

By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Michigan : 

For  the  principal  of  said  stock |8,000  00 

For  interest 240  00 

8,240  00 

110,400  00 


By  amount  received  for  principal  and  interest  of  said 

stocks,  covered  by  the  following  warrants  in  favor 

of  the  Tre&fiurer  * 

No.  177,  dated  August  21,  1857 $480  00 

No.  151,  dated  November  26, 1858 480  00 

No.  149,  dated  November  24,  1868  -. 8,000  00 

$8,960  00 

$8,960  00 
Account  closed. 


TBBASDRT-  ACCOUKT  TITH 


Dr. 

THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  on  aeeoutU  of  ike  bond*  of  owd 
sonian  Inatiiutum,  under  the  6th  teetion  of  an  aet  of  Qmgrat, 
in  fnuf,  for  the  vJiet  gpedjied  tn  the  Uut  will  and  teitament  (/ 

Auditor'!  Report,  No.  103,870 :  Cbit         Pariaim. 

For  ftmount  of  laid  bonds,  viz:  Nos.  70,  71,  78,  74, 
and  No.  81  to  89  inclueive,  dated  81«t  July,  1837, 

Kyable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State  after  the  year 
SO  {  Nos.  2457,  2459,  and  2460,  dated  Ist  Januai?, 
1838,  payable  at  the  pleasure  of  tbo  State  after  the 
iBt  January,  1870 ;  Nos.  2629,  2G32,  2634,  2G36, 2639, 
2G46,  2658,  2660,  2661,  and  26G4,  dated  1st  July, 
1880,  payable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  8Ut«  after  1st 
January,  1670— in  all,  23  bonda  of  {1,000  each, 
bearing  6  per  cent,  interett  from  1st  January,  1840, 
purchased  per  Warrant  No.  87B5,  Pehruary  3, 1840, 

at  73  per  cent.,  coat. (18,980  00f26,000  00 

For  amount  of  6  bonds,  of  (1,000  each.  No.  261  to  266 
inclusive,  dated  lit  May,  1840,  payable  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  State  after  let  January,  1870,  bearing  6 
per  cent,  interest  from  Ist  July,  1840,  purchased  per 
Warrant  No.  6573,  December  3,  1840,  at  69}  per 
cent. — cost,  with  interest  from  Ist  July  to  7th  Au- 
gust, 1840,  paid,  $4,185  +  88 4,228  00    6,000  00 

For  amount  of  said  bonds,  viz  r  No.  1237  to  1246  in- 
clusive, dated  1st  July,  1839,  payable  at  the  pleasure 
of  tho  State  after  the  year  1860,  and  No.  287  to  800 
inclusive,  dated  lat  Mnv,  1840,  payable  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  tho  Slate  after  t&o  Ist  January,  1870T-in  all, 
24  bonds  of  (1,000  each,  bearing  6  per  cent,  interest 
from  Iflt  January,  1841,  purchased  per  Warrant 
No.  7144,  February  1,  1841,  at  79}  per  cent.— cost, 
with  interest  from  Ist  January  to  lat  February, 
1841,  paid,  $10,080  +  120 19,200  00  24,00000 

Cost,  of  which  (158  is  interest  paid -  (42,403  00 

Amount  of  principol tSS.OM  W 

For  interest  accruinK  on  eaid  bonds  to  81st  December, 

1849; 
On  $2e,000,  from  1st  January,  1840,  to  81st  December, 

1840.- 16,60000 

On  $6,000,  from  1st  July,  1840,  to  Slst  December, 

1840 „ 8,420  00 

On  (24,000,  from  1st  January,  1841,  to  Slat  December, 

1849 .....' 12,060  ^^ 


THE  8MITH80N  FUND.  815 


Gb. 

State,  purchased  aa  an  investment  of  numeifs  belonging  to  the  Smith* 
approved  July  7, 1838,  in  account  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
James  Smithson. 

By  amount  receiTed  for  interest  accruing  on  said 

bonds,  covered  by  the  following  warrants  in  favor 

of  the  Treasurer,  viz : 
Part  of  Warrant  No.  502,  dated  18th  July,  1840— 

deposit — $780  00 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  789,  dated  1st  February,  1841— 

deposit 960  00 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  1058,  dated  7th  August,  1841— 

deposit  — — 1,680  00 

Warrant  No.  1601,  dated  13th  December,  1842— dis- 
tributive share  of  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands 8,860  00 

Warrant  No.  1779,  dated  20th  April,  1848— distribu- 
tive share  of  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands 1,680  00 

Warrant  No.  2680,  dated  23d  Au^t,  1845—8  per 

cent,  of  net  proceeds  of  lands  within  the  State 8,400  00 

Warrant  No.  3231,  dated  1st  January,  1847—8  per 

cent,  of  net  proceeds  of  lands  sold  within  the  State .     5,040  00 

Warrant  No.  8695,  dated  6th  July,  1847—8  per  cent 

of  net  proceeds  of  lands  sold  within  the  State 1,680  00 

Warrant  No.  4518,  dated  11th  May,  1848—8  per  cent. 

of  net  proceeds  of  lands  sold  within  the  State 1,680  00 

Warrant  No.  4957,  dated  14th  March,  1849—8  per 

cent,  of  net  proceeds  of  lands  sold  within  the  State 8,860  00 

Warrant  No.  47,  dated  23d  May,  1850—8  per  cent,  of 

net  proceeds  of  lands  sold  within  the  State 8,860  00 

$81,980  00 
By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Illinois : 
For  principal  of  said  bonds 56,000  00 


187,980  00 


816  TREASURY   ACCOUNT  WITH 

Dr.  Illinois  Account — Continued. 

Auditor's  Report,  No.  118,630 : 
To  amount  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No.  108,- 

879 - *M,O0O0a 

To  interest  from  Ist  January,  1850,  to  8l8t  December, 

1853,  at  6  per  cent. 18,440  OO 


169,440  00 


No.  127,150: 
To  amount  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No.  118,- 

580 - 162,720  OO 

To  interest  on  $56,000,  the  principal  of  said  bonds, 

from  1st  January,  1854,  to  December  81, 1856,  at  6 

per  cent _ — 10,060  00 


$72,800  00 


No.  186,777 : 
To  amount  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No.  127,- 

150 - $67,680  00 

To  interest  on  $56,000,  the  principal  of  said  bonds, 

from  1st  January,  1857,  to  December  81st,  1859,  at 

6  per  cent — 10,080  00 


$67,760  00 


No.  144,802 : 
To  amount  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No.  186,- 

777 _- $62,720  00 

To  interest  on  $56,000,  the  principal  of  said  bonds, 

from  1st  January,  1860,  to  December  81,  1861,  at  6 

per  cent 6,720  00 


$69,440  00 


* 


THE  SBaTHBON   FUND.  817 

lUinoU  Account — Continued.  Cb. 


By  amount  received  for  interest  accruing  on  said 

Donds,  covered  by  the  following  warrants  in  favor 

of  the  Treasurer,  viz : 

No.  26,  dated  May  7,  1851 $3,860  00 

No.  80,  dated  May  19, 1852 8,860  00 

16,720  00 

By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Illinois : 

For  principal  of  bonds $66,000  00  ^ 

For  interest 6,720  00 

62,720  00 

$69,440  00 


By  amount  received  for  interest  accruing  on  .said 

bonds,  covered  by  the  following  warrants  in  favor 

of  the  Treasurer,  viz : 

No.  142,  dated  March  16, 1864 $6,720  00 

No.  81,  dated  July  19,  1855 _     5,040  00 

No.  90,  dated  August  6,  1856 8,860  00 

$15,120  00 

By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Illinois : 

For  principal  of  bonds $66,000  00 

For  interest 1,680  00 

57,680  00 

$72,800  00 


By  amount  received  for  interest  accruing  on  said 

bonds,  covered  by  the  following  warrant  m  favor  of 

the  Treasurer,  viz : 

No.  51,  dated  January  29,  1858 $5,040  00  $5,040  00 

By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Illinois : 

For  principal  of  bonds 66,000  00 

For  interest 6,720  00 

62,720  00 


$67,760  00 


By  amount  received  for  interest  accruing  on  said 
bonds,  covered  by  warrants  in  favor  of  9ie  Treas- 
urer, viz : 

No.  151,  dated  March  20, 1860 $1,887  12 

No.  6,  dated  April  3,  1860 — 1,472  88 

No.  188,  dated  May  29,  1860  — 8,860  00 

Part  of  No.  14,  dated  July  24,  1860 __.     1,680  00 

Part  of  No.  106,  dated  February  20, 1861- 1,680  00 

Part  of  No.  67,  dated  November  6,  1861 1,680  00 

$11,760  00 

By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Illinois : 

For  principal  of  bonds $56,000  00 

For  interest 1,680  60 

57,680  00 

$69,440  00 
52  === 


818  TRBASURT  ACCOUKT  WITH 

Dr.  lUinoia  Account — Continued. 

Auditor's  Report,  No.  146,898 : 
To  amount  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No.  144,- 

802 $67,680  00 

To  interest  on  $56,000,  the  principal  of  said  bonds, 

from  January  1  to  December  81, 1862,  at  6  per  cent. 8,860  00 


$61,010  00 


No.  199,746 : 

To  amount  due  from  said  State,  per  Report  No.  146,- 
898 $67,680  00 

To  interest  on  $66,000  from  January  1, 1868,  to  De- 
cember 81,  1867,  at  6  per  cent— 6  years 16,800  00 

To  interest  on  $10,000,  January  1  to  February  16, 
1868  - _ - $76  00 

To  interest  on  $18,000,  January  1  to  February  22, 
1868 _        112  67 

To  interest  on  $88,000,  January  1  to  March  9,  1868..        879  60 

667  17 


$76,047  17 


Account  closed. 


THE  SMITH60N  FUND.  819 

lUinoia  Account — Continued.  Cr. 

By  amount  received  for  interest  accruing  on  Baid 
bondSi  covered  by  warrants  in  favor  of  tne  Treas- 
urer: 

Part  of  No.  18,  dated  January  14, 1862 $1,680  00 

Part  of  No.  27,  dated  February  11, 1868. 1,680  00 

$8,860  00 

By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Illinois : 

For  principal  of  bonds $56,000  00 

For  interest 1,680  00 

67,680  00 

$61,040  00 


By  warrants  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer : 

Part  No.  181,  dated  September  9, 1862 $1,680  00 

Part  No.  80,  dated  August  8, 1868 1,680  00 

Part  No.  74,  dated  February  1ft.  1864 1,680  00 

Part  No.  182,  dated  September  20,  1864 1,680  00 

Part  No.  13,  dated  January  7, 1866 1,680  00 

Part  No.  82,  dated  July  27,  1866 1,680  00 

Part  No.  174,  dated  February  8,  1866 1,680  00 

No.  270,  dated  February  18,  1867 8,860  00 

No.  763,  dated  September  80, 1867 1,680  00 

No.  627,  dated  March  24, 1868 1,680  00 

•28  480  00 
No.  628,  dated  March  24, 1868— principal,  $56,000  + 
interest,  $667.17 56,567  17 

$75,047  17 
Account  closed. 


TBHABUBY  ACCOUNT  WITH 


THE  STATE  OF  OHIO,  on  account  of  tU  bonda  of  aaid  Staie, 
Intlilution,  wider  the  6lh  leetum  of  an  act  of  Conffrea,  mprvved 
for  the  VMS  specified  in  the  latt  wilt  and  testament  of  James 


I860,  bearing  interest  at  S  per  cent.  fVom  Ist  July, 
1S4I,  purchased  per  Wamint  No.  B0S4,  Tth  August, 

1841,  at  M  per  cent. — coat $12,220  00 

Interest,  let  to  ZOth  July,  1841,  paid...  48  8S 


For  amount  of  one  certiflcate  of  itodk  of  said  State, 
No.  8179,  for  t6,000,  dated  Tth  Auguit,  1841,  pay- 
able at  the  pleasure  of  the  State  after  81st  December, 
1860,  bearing  intereat  at  6  per  cent,  from  lit  July, 
lS41,purchaaed  per  Warrant  No.  9107,  10th  Au. 

_._.   i„,.    _.„, ___.  —  ,700  0( 

16  67 


«12,2e8  88118,000  00 


4,716  67     S,O0O  OO 


Coet,  of  which  $60  it  interest  paid 116,980  00 

Amount  of  principal $18,000  00 

For  interest  on  said  principal,  $1B,000,  from  1st  July,  1841,  to 
8Ist  December,  1849,  at  6  per  cent. 9,180  00 


THE  SMITHSOK  FDHD. 


purchased  at  an  investmeni  of  moneys  bdonging  to  the  SmUhaonian 
July  7, 1838,  in  account  with  the  Secretary  0/  the  Treasury,  in  trutt, 
Smilluon, 

By  amount  received  for  interest  accruing  on  said  bonds,  covered 
bj  the  followine  warrants  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer,  viz : 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  1272,  dated  SUt  March,  1842— deposit 

No.  1«1,  dated  9th  July,  J842— deposit 

No.  1666,  dated  6th  January,  1843— deposit ." 

No.  1886,  dated  Gth  July,  1848— deposit 

Part  of  ■Warrant  No.  2M9,  dated  4th  January,  1844— deposit... 

No.  22C5,  dated  8d  July,  1844— deposit 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  2446,  dated  4th  January,  1845— deposit  .. 

No.  2697,  dated  80lh  September,  1845 — deposit 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  2880,  dated  19th  February,  1846— depoail- 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  B075,  dated  81at  July,  1846— deposit 

No.  8442,  dated  Slat  March,  184T— deposit 

No.  884B,  dated  SOth  September,  1847— dapoait 

No.  4278,  dated  Slst  March,  1848— deposit 

No.  4867,  dated  80th  September,  1848— deposit 

No,  11,  dated  16th  January,  1860— depo<it 

Mo.  16,  dated  8d  August,  1860-deposit 


¥540  00 
640  00 
540  00 
G40  00 
540  00 
640  00 
640  00 
640  00 
640  00 
540  00 
640  00 
640  00 
640  00 
640  00 
640  00 
.     1,080  00 

(9,180  00 


By  unount  received  for  interest  accruing  on  taid  bond*,  oorvred 
by  the  following  warrants  in  favor  of  the  Treuurer,  vis ; 

No.  12,  dated  July  29,  1860 $M0  00 

No.  1,  dated  January  8,  1861 640  00 

No.  5,  dated  July  8,  1851 . 640  00 

No.  2,  dated  January  B,  1852 640  00 

No.  8,  dated  July  7,  1862 640  00 

No.  8,  dated  January  6, 1858 640  00 

No.  84,  dated  July  80, 1868 640  00 

So.  32,  dated  January  IT,  1864 640  00 

By  balance  due  from  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  lit  January, 

18M,  Yiz : 
Par  principal  of  laid  bond*... _..-„_  „.._.._-_ 1 


822  TBBA8URY  ACCOUNT  WITH 

Db,  Ohio  Account — Continued. 

Auditor's  Report,  No.  127,149 : 

To  amount  due  from  said  State,  per  Beport  No.  118,528 918,000  00 

To  interest  on  $18,000,  the  principal  of  said  bonds,  from  lat 
January,  1854,  to  December  81st,  1856,  at  6  per  cent 8,240  00 


921,240  00 


No.  144,104 : 

To  amount  due  from  said  State,  per  Beport  No.  127,149 918,000  00 

To  interest  on  $18,000,  the  principal  of  said  bonds,  from  1st 
January,  1857,  to  July  1,  1862,  at  6  per  cent. .     5,940  00 


928,940  00 


No.  146,895 : 
To  amount  due  from  said  State,  per  Beport  No.  144,104 918,640  00 


918,540  00 
Aocount  oloted. 


HHB                       Ohio  ^ecounf— Continued. 

^^^^loUDt  received  for  interest  accruing  on  said  bond 
by  the  following  wBrrnnts  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer, 

r 

{640  00 
MOOD 

640  00 
540  00 
540  00 

640  00 

823         ^^t 
Cr. 

$3,240  00            ^H 
18,000  00                           ' 

No.  3,  dated  July  8,  1854 



No.  28,  dated  July  19,  1855 

Part  of  No.  10,  dated  January  8,  1856 

By  balance  dun  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  let 
Pot  principa]  of  Mud  bonds - 

January,  1857 : 

by  the  following  warrant*  in  favor  of  the  Treamrer, 

viKT 

C640D0 
640  00 
640  00 
640  00 
540  00 
640  00 
640  00 
640  00 

1,080  00 

8,000  00 
640  00 

21,240  00 

$5,400  OO            ^^H 

18,540  00             ^^1 
23,040  00             ^^1 

No.  41,  dated  July  18,  1857 . 

No.  24,  dated  January  9,  1868 

Part  of  No.  95,  dated  August  2,  1868 

Part  of  No.  16,  dated  January  7, 1859 

Part  of  No.  33,  dated  August  3,  1859 

By  balance  due  from  the  State  of  Ohio : 
For  principal  of  said  bonds 

_     _  _.     $ 

By  amount  received  for  interest  accruini 
covered  by  the  following  waJTants  in  fa 
vizt 

on  laid  be 
or  of  the  T 

1 

nda,  and 
'reasuror, 

$540  00 
540  00 

$640  00            ^^1 

18,000  00             ^^H 

Part  of  No.  181,  dated  September  fl,  1862  . 

From  which  deduct  amount  of  Warrant  N 
properly  placed  to  the  credit  of  said  State 
per  Report  No.  127,149,  the  eamo  haTing 
vioUBly  credited  per  Report  118,628,  t5*0 

"Warrant  No.  182  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer 

0.  22,  im- 
been  pre- 

dated Sept 

Account  eloaed. 

1 

16,540  00             ^^1 

J 

824  treasury  account  with 

Dr. 

TEE  UNITED  8TA  TES,  on  account  of  stocks  of  the  United  SUOes, 
InstUviion,  under  the  1st  section  of  an  act  of  Congress,  appro^ei 
in  trust,  for  the  uses  specified  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Jamet 

Auditor's  Keport,  No.  103,880 :  CbtL  ParvaNi, 

To  amount  of  certificate  No.  66,  dated ,  of 

the  loan  of  1841,  bearing  5}  per  cent,  interest 
from  18th  September,  1841,  purchased  per  War- 
rant No.  9491,  dated  27th  September,  1841,  at  a 
cost  of- $1,291  86       $1,29186 


To  amount  of  the  following  certificates  of  the  loan 
of  1842,  redeemable  after  the  Slst  December, 
1862,  bearing  6  per  cent,  interest : 

No.  63,  dated  August  25,  1842 $640  00 

No.  64,  dated  August  25,  1842 17  76 

No.  65,  dated  August  25, 1842 540  00 

No.  66,  dated  August  25,  1842 88  04 

$1,185  80 

Purchased  per  Warrant  No.  2508,  dated  27th  Au- 
gust, 1842,  at  a  cost  of $1,185  80       $1,185  80 

No.  283,  dated  December  19,  1842 $480  00 

No.  284,  dated  December  19,  1842 7,842  79 

$8,822  79 

Purchased  per  Warrant  No.  8682,  dated  29th  De- 
cember, 1842,  at  a  cost  of 8,822  79         8,822  79 

No.  448,  dated  February  2,  1848 $113  05 

No.  444,  dated  February  2,  1848 540  00 

$653  05 

Purchased    per    Warrant    No.    4531,    dated    31st 

March,  1843,  at  a  cost  of 658  06  668  06 

No.  122,  dated  January  6, 1846,  for  $500,  purchased 
per  Warrant  No.  488,  dated  9th  January,  1846, 
at  a  cost  of 672  60  600  00 

No.  193,  dated  January  18,  1846 $100  00 

No.  1121,  dated  January  13,  1846 1,000  00 

No.  1122,  dated  January  18, 1846 1,000  00 

$2,100  00 

Purchased  per  Warrant  No.  664,  dated  14th  Janu- 
ary, 1846,  at  a  cost  of — 2,404  60        2,100  00 

$18,088  64     $12,711  64 
Carried  over $1,291  86       $1,291  86 


THB  8MITHS0N  FUND. 


825 


Gb. 

pureluued  as  an  investment  of  moneys  belonging  to  the  Smithsonian 
Uth  September^  1841,  in  account  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^ 
Smtthson, 


826  TEBA8UBT  ACCOUNT  WITH 


Dr.  Vhited  States  Aeoauni — Continued. 

Brought  forward |1,291  86      |1,»1  » 

18,088  64       12,711  M 

No.  16,  dated  August  16,  1845 |8,000  00 

No.  786,  dated  August  16, 1845 5,000  00 

No.  1286,  dated  August  22, 1845 1,000  00 

No.  265,  dated  August  22,  1845 100  00 

No.  256,  dated  August  22,  1845 100  00 

No.  17,  dated  August  22,  1845 8,000  00 

No.  787,  dated  August  22, 1846 5,000  00 

$17,200  00 

Purchased  per  Warrant  No.  2694,  dated  28d  Au- 
gust,  1845,  at  a  cost  of 19,608  00      17,200  00 


No.  1884,  dated  February  17, 1846 91,000  00 

No.  171,  dated  February  17, 1846 500  00 

No.  804,  dated  February  17, 1846 100  00 

No.  805,  dated  February  17, 1846 100  00 

No.  806,  dated  February  17,  1846 100  00 

No.  807,  dated  February  17, 1846 100  00 

$1,900  00 

Purchased  per  Warrant  No.  4855,  dated  19th  Feb- 
ruary, 1846,  at  a  cost  of. 2,066  26         1,900  OO 


No.  1514,  dated  July  81,  1846 $1,000  00 

No.  878,  dated  August  1, 1846 100  00 

No.  874,  dated  August  1, 1846 100  00 

No.  875,  dated  August  1, 1846 100  00 

No.  876,  dated  August  1,  1846 100  00 

No.  764,  dated  August  1,  1846 150  00 

$1,550  00 

Purchased  per  Warrant  No.  5889,  dated  Slst  July, 
1846,  at  a  cost  of 1,662  69         1,550  OO 

Cost $86,416  58 


Principal  of  loan  of  1842 $88,861  64 

Carried  over $87,707  44     $84,658  60 


THE  8MITH60N  FUND. 
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United  States  Aeoaunt — Continued, 


Cr- 


Dk.  Uniied  Slates  Atxount — Contiuued. 

Brought  forward »37,707  U     »34,6i3  S) 

The  following  c^ertiScittea  of  tb«  loan  of  1843,  bear- 
ing 6  por  cont.  interest,  redeemable  after  30th 
June,  1863: 

No.  l,d*t*d  January  1,  1844 $131  85  « 

No,  64,  dated  January  1,  18*4 100  00  I 

N(i.  292,  dated  January  1,  1844 3,000  00  I 

Nil.  G61,diited  January  I,  1844 1,000  00 

«4,2S1  ES 
Furcliasod  per  Warrant  No,  7198,  dated  12th  Jan- 
uary, 1844,  at  ft  ooBl  of, _ 4,281  as       4,281tJ 

No.  2,  dated  January  IG,  1847,  of  the  loan  of  1846,  ■ 

bearing  6  per  cent,  interest,  redeemable  13th  No-  ' 

vember,  18d8 $6,200  00 

Furchaaed  per  Warrant  No.  T6G2,  dated  14tb  Jan- 
uary, 1847,  ataoMt  of 0,200  00         8,200  00 

Tlie  following  certiBcates  of  the  loan  of  1848,  bear- 
ing 0  per  cent,  interest,  redeemable  after  I»t  July, 

No.  54,' dated  November  I,  1849 $60  00  ■ 

No.  131,  dated  Novi^mber  1,  184Q 100  00  I 

No.  307,  dated  Nov^mborl,  1849 10,000  00  _ 

No.  868,  doted  November  I,  184^ 10,000  00  I 

No.  1663,  dated  November  1,  1849 1,000  00  ^^^H 

$21,150  00  ^^^H 

Purchased  per  Warrant  No.  1068,  dated  lit  No- 
Tcmber,  1849,  at  a  eo«t  of 24,168  88      31,ieO  l» 

Coat  and  principal  of  itoclci  of  1841,  1842,  1848, 

1840,  and  1848 $72,802  67     |86,2H  U 

Amount  of  Interttt  accrutng  on  uld  atodu  up  to 
31«t  December,  1849— 

On  certifioatai  of  loan  of  1B« fSSS  40 

1842 10,529  83 

1846 I,2«7  8S 

1846 1,181  28 

18«8 684  60 

1B,79S  84 

$80,030  0 


THE  SMITHSOH   FUND. 

Dnited  Stales  Account — Conliiiued. 

By  part  of  Warrant  No.  2446,  dalcd  4th  January,  1845,  in 
favor  of  the  Treasurer,  for  amount  of  principul  of  certifi- 
cate No,  06  of  loan  of  1841,  redeemed 

By  amount  received  for  iotcrest  accruing  on  said  stocks  to  Slat 
December,  1840,  covered  by  the  following  warrants  in  fuvor 
of  the  Treasurer,  viz : 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  1272,  dated  31st  March,  1842  517  T6 

Ho.  1503,  dated  26th  Auguet,  1842 38  04 

No.  16G5,  dated  3d  January,  1843 113  05 

No.  1883.  dated  201h  July,  1843 803  11 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  2049,  dated  4th  January,  1844  338  87 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  2446,  dated  4th  January,  1843  331  '9 

No.  2447,  dated  4th  January,  1845 24  84 

No.  2448,  dated  7th  January,  1845 803  85 

No.  2682,  dated  23d  August,  1845 692  01 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  2880,  doted  19th  February,  1 846  1 ,003  13 

Part  of  Warrant  No.  3076,  dated  8Ist  July,  1840..  1,060  18 

No.  3223,  dated  18th  January,  1847 1,121  91 

No.  4013,  dated  lOth  February,  1848 2,585  28 

Ko.  4839,  dated  14lh  July,  1848 1,292  88 

No.  17,  dated  30th  October,  1849 1,292  63 

Bo.  4,  dated  5th  January,  1850 1,927  13 

Ko.  24,  dal«d  8lh  August,  1860 1,292  63 

No.  4fi,  dated  Gth  September,  1850 121  61 

By  balance  duo  from  the  United  Statea,  viz: 

Principal  of  otock  of  1842 $88,361  64 

Principal  of  stock  of  1843 4,281  85 

Principal  of  slock  of  1840 8,200  00 

Principal  of  stock  of  1848 _ —   21,160  00 

.    $84,942  99 

Deduct  amount  of  inUre«t  on  $7,842.79,  loan  of 
1842,  from  13th  to  Slst  December,  1842,  twice 
paW  and  covered  by  warrant 24  84 


880  TR3A8UBT  ACCOUNT   WITH 

Db.  United  SUUes  Aeommi — GbntiiiiiedL 

Auditor's  Report,  No.  118,627 : 
To  amount  due  from  the  United  States,  per  Report 
No.  103,880,  viz : 

Principal  of  stock  of  1842 988^1  64 

1848 4^1  S5 

1846 6,200  00 

1848 ^ 21,160  00 

964,042  99 

Deduct  amount  of  interest  on  $7,842.79,  loan  of 
1842,  twice  paid  by  the  United  States  and  coTered 

bv  warrant 24  64 

964,918  U 

To  interest  on  $60,711.64,  the  principal  of  the  stocks  of  loaiH 
of  1842,  1846,  and  1848  from  1st  January,  1850,  to  81tt  De- 
cember, 1853,  at  6  per  cent 14,670  II 

To  interest  on  $4,281.85,  the  principal  of  the  stock  of  the  loan 
of  1848,  from  1st  January,  1850,  to  80th  June,  1858,  at  6  per 
cent. «.  74D 17 

To  amount  of  6  per  cent.  United  States  stock  of  the  Vcmn  of 
1848,  purchased  per  Warrant  No.  1766,  dated  January  28, 
1850,  at  a  cost  of  $2,491.50 2,200  00 

To  interest  on  $2,200  from  Ist  January,  1850,  to  81st  Decern* 
ber,  1853,  at  6  per  cent. 628  00 

To  amount  of  same  stock,  purchased  per  Warrant  No.  2728, 
dated  June  6,  1850,  at  a  cost  of  $3,841.62 2,850  00 

To  interest  on  $2,850  from  1st  July,  1850,  to  81st  December, 

1853,  at  6  per  cent. 606  fiO 

To  amount  of  same  stock,  purchased  per  Warrant  No.  2786, 
dated  June  10,  1850,  at  a  cost  of  $2,989.88 2,660  00 

To  interest  on  $2,550  from  1st  July,  1850,  to  81st  December, 

1853,  at  6  per  cent 685  50 

To  amount  of  same  stock,  purchased  per  Warrant  No.  8106, 
dated  August  19, 1850,  »t  a  cost  of  $5,898.18 4,660  00 

To  interest  on  $4,650  from  1st  July,  1850,  to  81st  December, 

1853,  at  6  per  cent. 976  50 

To  amount  of  6  per  cent,  stock  of  the  loan  of  1846,  purchased 
per  Warrant  No.  5854,  dated  November  19, 1851,  and  6286, 
dated  January  9,  1852,  at  a  cost  of  $18,887.50 18,000  00 

To  interest  on  $18,000  from  1st  July,  1851,  to  81st  December, 

1853,  at  6  per  cent 1,950  00 

To  amount  of  6  per  cent  stock  of  the  loan  of  1842,  purchased 
per  Warrant  No.  9019,  dated  29th  March,  1858,  at  a  cost  of 
$16,923.88 14,700  00 

To  interest  on  $14,700  ttom  1st  January  to  81st  December, 
1858,  at  6  per  cent 882  00 

$126,649  01 


THS  SXITHSON   FUKD.  8S1 

Untied  SUdes  AeantHt — Continued.  Cr. 

Bj  amount  of  Warrmnt  No.  35,  dated  Jolj  30,  1853,  in  &Tor 
of  the  Treasurer,  for  amount  of  principal  of  the  following 
certificates  of  United  States  stocks  redeemed  of  the  loan  of 
1843,  Tiz : 

No.  1,  dated  January  1,  1844 $131  36 

Ko.  64,  dated  January  1.  1844 100  00 

No.  292,  dated  January  1.  1844 3,000  00 

No.  661,  dated  January  1,  1844 1,000  00 

$4,281  W 

By  interest  from  1st  January  to  1st  July,  1863 106  78 

To  amount  of  interest  accruing  on  said  stocka  to  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1853,  covered  by  the  foUowingwmrrants  in  favor  of  the 
Treasurer,  as  per  statement  of  the  Begister  of  the  Treasury 
herewith,  viz: 

No.  2,  dated  July  6, 1850 _ $1,993  13 

No.  2,  dated  January  9,  1851 2,269  79 

No.  8,  dated  July  3, 1851 2,294  63 

No.  1,  dated  January  9, 1852 2,684  63 

No.  2,  dated  July  7,  1862 2,684  63 

No.  2,  dated  January  6,  1853 2,684  63 

No.  83,  dated  July  80,  1853 3,019  86 

No.  21,  dated  January  17,  1864 3,019  86 


By  balance  due  from  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1864  viz : 

Principal  of  stock  of  1842 $48,061  64 

Principal  of  stock  of  1846 19,200  00 

Principal  of  stock  of  1848 33,400  00 


20,661  14 


100,661  64 


$126,649  91 


882  TREASURY   ACCOUNT   WITH 

Dr.  United  States  Account — Gontinued. 

Auditor's  Report,  No.  127,168 : 
To  amount  due  from  the  United  States,  per  Report 
No.  118,527,  Tiz: 

Principal  of  stock  of  1842 $48,061  64 

Principal  of  stock  of  1846 19,200  00 

Principal  of  stock  of  1848 88,400  00 

$100,661  61 

To  interest  on  $100,661.64  from  1st  January,  1854, 

to  July  1,  1856™ - $15,099  26 

To  interest  on  $81,461.64  from  Ist  July  to  Decem- 
ber 81,  1856 - 2,448  86 

To  interest  on  $19,200  from  1st  July  to  November 

12,  1856 422  61 

17,966  71 


$118,627  85 


No.  144,121 : 
To  amount  due  from  the  United  States,  per  Report  No.  127,163     $81,461  61 
To  interest  on  $81,461.64  from  January  1, 1867,  to  December 
81,  1861,  at  6  per  cent 24,488  4» 


$106,900  IS 


No.  146,408 : 
To  amount  due  from  the  United  States,  per  Report  No.  144,121     $88,906  48 
To  interest  on  $81,461.64,  the  principal  of  said  bonds,  mm 
January  1  to  December  81,  1862,  at  6  per  cent 4,887  70 


$88,798  18 


THE   8MITH60N   FOND.  833 

United  States  Account — Continued.  Cb. 

By  amount  of  Warrant  No.  88  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer, 
dated  November  18,  1866,  for  amount  of  principal  of  the 
stock  of  1856  and  interest  thereon  from  July  1  to  November 
12,  inclusive,  1856,  viz : 

Principal $19,200  00 

Interest 422  61 


By  amount  received  for  interest  accruing  on  said  stocks  to  81st 
December,  1856,  covered  by  the  following  warrants  in  favor 
of  the  Treasurer : 

No.  2.  dated  July  8, 1854 $8,019  86 

No.  2,  dated  January  4, 1855 8,019  86 

No.  29,  dated  July  19, 1855 - - 8,019  86 

Part  of  No.  10,  dated  January  8, 1856 _ 8,019  86 

No.  14,  dated  July  8,  1856  — 8,019  85 

No.  20,  dated  January  7,  1867 2,448  86 

Balance  due  from  the  United  States,  viz : 

Principal  of  stock  of  1842 $48,061  64 

Principal  of  stock  of  1848 -. 88,400  00 


By  amount  of  the  following  warrants  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer 
for  interest  accruing  on  said  stocks,  viz : 

No.  40,  dated  July  18,  1867 $2,448  86 

No.  25,  dated  January  9,  1858 2,448  86 

No.  96,  dated  August  2,  1868 2,448  86 

No.  15,  dated  January.  7,  1869 2,448  86 

No.  82,  dated  August  8,  1859 - —  2,448  86 

No.  10,  dated  January  6,  1860 2,443  85 

No.  14,  dated  July  m  1860 2,448  85 

No.  106,  dated  February  20,  1861 2,448  86 

No.  67,  dated  November  6,  1861 2,448  85 

By  balance  due  from  the  United  States : 

Principal  of  stock  of  1842 $48,061  64 

Principal  of  stock  of  1848 88,400  00 

Interest  on  said  stocks 2,448  84 


By  amount  received  for  interest  accruing  on  said  stocks  and 
covered  by  warrants  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer,  viz : 

Part  of  No.  18,  dated  January  14, 1862 $2,448  86 

Part  of  No.  181,  dated  September  9, 1862 2,448  86 

Part  of  No.  27,  dated  February  11,  1868 1,002  00 

By  balance  due  from  the  United  States : 

Principal  of  stock  of  1842 $48,061  64 

Principal  of  stock  of  1848 88,400  00 

Interest  on  said  stocks 1,441  84 


$19,622  61 


17,648  10 


81,461  64 
$118,627  86 


$21,994  66 


88,906  48 
$106,900  18 


$5,889  70 


82,908  48 
$88,798  18 


53 


834  TRBASURT  AOOOUNT  WITH 


Dr. 

THE  UNITED  STATES,  under  the  act  to  establish  the  ** SmUk- 

men,  approved  August  10, 1846,  in 

Auditor's  Beport,  No.  108,882 : 
To  amount  of  money  belonging  to  said  InstitutioUi  receirod 
into  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  September,  1888,  and  treated 
by  12tb  section  of  said  act  as  lent  to  the  United  States  l^eas- 
ury  at  6  per  cent,  interest,  from  said  1st  September,  1888, 
payable  in  half-yearly  payments  on  the  1st  January  and  let 

-  July  in  each  year $515,109  00 

To  interest  on  said  sum  from  Ist  September,  1888,  to  Slat  De- 
!  oember,  1849— llj  years... 860,814  42 


I  - 


1865,488  42 


■i 
t 


THE  8MITHS0N   FUND.  835 


Cr. 

wnian  Iruiitution"  for  the  inerease  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
account  with  the  SmUheonian  Inditution. 

"By  amount  of  the  following  warrants  drawn  on  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  in  favor  of  the  officers  of  said  Institu- 
tion! on  account  of  interest  accrued  on  principal  of  said 
fund,  for  the  erection  of  suitable  building,  and  for  the  cur- 
rent and  incidental  expenses  of  said  Institution,  viz : 
In  favor  of  W.  W.  Seaton,  Chairman  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  and  Disbursing  Officer  of 
the  Board  of  Regents — 

No.  62o2,  dated  September  16,  1846 $2,000  00 

No.  7220,  dated  December  21,  1846 -..         2,000  00 

No.  8017,  dated  Pebru&ry  25,  1847 .-         8,684  07 

No.  139,  dated  July  6, 1847 16,466  07 

No.  2034,  dated  January  16,  1848— 15,466  00 

No.  4313,  dated  July  7,  1848 16,455  00 

No.  6823,  dated  January  5,  1849 15,455  14 

No.  112,  dated  July  b,  1849 15,455  07 

No.  1496,  dated  January  4,  1850 16,455  07 

1100,814  42 
In  favor  of  George  H.  Dallas,  Chancellor  and 
Disbursing  Agent — 

No.  7988,  dated  February  7,  1847 260,000  00 

»860,814  42 

Balance  due  the  Smithsonian  Institution : 

Principal  of  said  fund 616,169  00 

1866,488  42 


PROPOSED  APPLICATIONS  OP  SMITHSON'S 

BEQUEST. 


Letter  addreued  by  Hon,  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  by  direction  of 
President  Van  Buren  to  Messrs.  Thomas  Cooper,  South  Carolina  /  Itich^ 
ard  Rush,  Philadelphia  ;  Professor  Francis  Wayland,  ProMence,  Rhode 
Island:  Albert  OaUatin,  New  Fork;  Rev.  Stephen  Olin,  Boydion,  Ftr- 
giniai  Philip  Lindsley,  Nashville,  Tennessee;  Professor  Davis,  Char- 
lottesville, Virginia. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Jtdy  19, 1888. 

Sir  :  By  the  will  of  James  Smithson,  late  of  London, 
deceased,  property  to  a  considerable  amount  was  bequeathed 
to  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose,  as  expressed  in  the 
language  of  the  will,  of  "  founding  at  Washington,  under 
the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment 
for  the  increase  and  difiusion  of  knowledge  among  men.'' 

The  United  States  having,  under  the  authority  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  approved  the  1st  of  July,  1836,  accepted  the 
legacy,  pledged  their  faith  for  the  performance  of  tne  trust, 
in  such  manner  as  Congress  may  hereafter  direct,  and  re- 
covered the  proceeds  of  the  bequest,  to  the  amount  of  about 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  the  President  is 
anxious,  in  presenting  the  subject  to  Congress  for  their  con- 
sideration and  action  upon  it,  to  aid  his  judgment  by  con- 
sulting the  views  of  persons  versed  in  science  and  in  mat- 
^<^r8  relating  to  public  education,  as  to  the  mode  of  apply- 
ing the  proceeds  of  the  bequest,  which  shall  be  likely  at 
^jQce  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  testator,  and  prove  most 
^^▼ant^eous  to  mankind. 

The  Fresident  will  be  pleased  to  have,  if  agreeable  to  you 
ap  fiiv6  it,  the  result  of  your  reflections  on  the  subject,  com- 

inicaled  through  this  Department,  at  as  early  a  day  as 
i«nt 

nil  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Forsyth. 
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Letter  from  Thomas  Vooper. 

Columbia,  South  CAfiOLiNA,  Juli/  20, 1888. 

8iB :  With  respect  to  the  Smithson  legacy,  two  coureeB 
only  sacgeat  themselves  to  my  mind ;  one,  aDuual  premiams 
for  the  neat  treatises  on  given  subjects,  which  we  have  not 
literary  and  seientiiio  men  enough  to  supply  or  to  enter  into 
anything  like  competition  with  the  Bndgewater  Treatises, 
and,  therefore,  we  should  only  be  disgraced  by  it;  and, 
therefore,  I  cannot  recommend  this  mode  of  application. 
Add  to  which,  it  would  be  very  apt  to  degenerate  into  a 
,  political  and  party  institution,  in  various  ways.  The  other 
18  an  institution  of  the  character  of  an  university.  I  am 
well  aware  the  power  of  erecting  au  university  was  twice 
refused  to  Congress,  in  the  convention  of  1787.  But  the 
objection  may  be  gotten  over  by  transferring  the  donation 
to  the  corporation  of  Georgetown,  under  such  limitations  as 
faiay  be  expedient  and  constitutional,  and  let  an  universi^ 
he  instituted  by  that  corporation.  This  would  be  a  sum- 
cieat  approximation  to  Mr.  Smitbson's  required  locality, 
and  would  obviate  the  cnnstitntional  objection. 

Such  an   university  ought  not  to  be  opened,  except  to 

fraduates  of  other  colleges.  The  studies  might  be  the 
igher  algebraical  calculus ;  the  application  of  mathematics 
to  practical  mechanical  knowledge  of  every  description,  and 
to  astronomy,  to  chemistry,  electricity,  and  galvanism;  the 
principles  of  botany  and  agriculture.  No  Latin  or  Greek; 
no  mere  literature.     Things,  not  words. 

Strict  attendance ;  strict  and  public  examinations,  I  ob- 
ject to  all  belks-httres,  and  philosophical  literature,  as  calcu- 
lated only  to  make  men  pleasant  talkers,  I  object  to 
medicine,  whicli  cannot  be  well  taught  in  a  locality  of  less 
than  100,000  inhabitants, 

I  object  to  law ;  for  all  that  can  be  orally  delivered  can 
be  more  profitably  and  deliberately  learnt  by  perusal. 
Ethics  and  politics  are  as  yet  unsettled  branches  of  knowl- 
edge. 

Whether  physiology  and  political  economy  ought  to  be 
rejected,  requires  more  consideration  than  I  can  at  this 
moment  bestow.  I  want  to  see  those  studies  cultivated, 
which,  in  their  known  tendencies  and  results,  abridge 
human  labor,  and  inereaae  and  multiply  the  comforts^  of 
existence  to  the  great  mass  of  mankind.  Public  education 
sbonid  be  useful,  not  ornama^fl^ 

The  course  should  nQyHtti  ^^^0**  i^t^-i  years,  of  ten 
months  eaub,    3WiM|^^^HKi|idiB?^>  ^^^^^"'''^^^'^^ 
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for  admiesioD  rigid.  Such,  in  few  words,  are  mj  notions 
on  this  subject,  which  I  respectfully  submit,  sir,  to  your 
better  judgment. 

Accept,!  pray  you,  the  assurances  of  my  sincere  and  high 
consideration. 

Thomas  Coopbb,  M.  D. 

Hon.  John  Forsyte,  Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Francis  Way  land. 

Pbovidbnce,  October  2, 1888. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  dated  July  last, 
requesting  my  views  respecting  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  I 
beg  leave  to  state  as  follows : 

1.  It  is,  I  suppose  to  be  taken  for  granted,  that  this  Insti- 
tution is  intended  for  the  benefit  not  of  any  particular 
section  of  the  United  States,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
country ;  and,  also,  that  no  expense,  which  may  be  neces- 
sary in  order  to^accomplish  its  object,  will  be  spared. 

2.  I  think  it*  also  evident,  tjiat  there  is  no  need,  in  this 
country,  of  what  may  be  properly  termed  coUegiate  education; 
that  is,  of  that  education  which  may  be  given  between  the 
ages  of  fourteen  or  sixteen,  and  eighteen  or  twenty.  All 
the  old  States,  and  many  of  the  new  ones,  have  as  m^y 
institutions  of  this  kind  as  their  circumstances  require. 
And,  besides,  since  persons  of  the  ages  specified  are  too 
young  to  be,  for  a  long  period,  absent  from  home,  it  is 
probably  better  that  a  Tar^e  number  of  such  institutions 
should  be  established  within  convenient  distances  of  each 
other.  The  age  of  the  pupils  in  these  institutions  would 
also  render  it  desirable  that  very  large  numbers  be  not  asso- 
ciated together. 

8.  It  is  probable  that  professional  schools — that  is,  schools 
for  divinity,  law,  and  medicine — will  be  established  in  every 
section  of  our  country.  Divinity  must  be  left  to  the  difier- 
ent  Christian  sects;  law  will  probably  be  taught  in  the 
Stiile)  or,  at  least,  the  district,  in  which  it  is  to  be  practiced. 
Th^aame  will,  I  think,  be  true  of  medicine. 
lb  If  the  above  views  be  correct,  it  will,  I  think,  follow, 
proper  place  to  be  occupied  by  such  an  institution 
tt^e  space  between  the  close  of  a  collegiate  educa- 
te professional  school.  Its  object  would  be  to  carry 
dM8i(^  and  philosophical  education  beyond  the 
h  a  college  now  leaves  it,  and  to  give  instruc- 
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tion  in  the  broad  and  philosophical  principles  of  a  profes- 
sional education. 

The  demand  for  snch  instruction  now  exists  very  exten- 
sively. A  very  considerable  portion  of  our  best  scholan 
now  graduate  as  early  as  their  nineteenth,  twentieth,  or 
twenty-first  year.  If  they  are  sufficiently  wealthy  they  pre- 
fer to  wait  a  year  before  studying  their  profession.  Some 
travel,  some  read,  some  remain  as  resident  gradoates,  and 
many  more  teach  school  for  a  year  or  two,  for  the  purpose 
of  reviewing  their  studies.  These  would  gladly  resort  to 
an  institution  in  which  their  time  might  be  prontably  em- 
ployed. The  rapidly  increasing  wealth  of  our  country  will 
verv  greatly  increase  the  number  of  such  students. 

The  advantages  which  would  result  from  such  an  instita- 
tion  are  various.  It  would  raise  up  and  send  abroad  in  the 
several  professions  a  new  grade  of  scholars,  and  thus  greatly 
add  to  tne  intellectual  power  of  the  nation.  But,  specially, 
it  would  furnish  teachers,  professors,  and  officers,  of  every 
grade,  for  all  our  other  institutions.  As  the  standard  of 
education  was  thus  raised  in  the  colleges,  students  woold 
enter  the  national  university  better  prepared.  This  would 
require  greater  effort  on  the^part  of  its  professors,  and  thus 
both  would  reciprocally  stimulate  each  other. 

The  branches  which  should  be  taught  there,  I  suppose, 
should  be  the  same  as  in  our  colleges,  only  far  more  gener- 
oqfly  taught — that  is,  taught  to  men,  and  not  to  boys — and 
the  philosophical  principles  of  law  and  medicine.  Thb 
would  embrace  lectures  on  Latin,  Oreek,  Hebrew,  and  the 
Oriental  languages ;  all  the  modern  languages  of  any  use  to 
the  scholar,  witn  their  literature;  mathematics,  carried  sb 
&r  as  any  one  would  desire  to  pursue  them;  astronomy, 
engineering,  civil  and  military ;  the  art  of  war,  be^nning 
where  it  is  left  at  West  Point ;  chemistry ;  geology ;  min- 
ing; rhetoric  and  poetry;  political  economy;  intellectutl 
philosophy ;  physiology,  vegetable  and  animal ;  anatomy, 
numan  and  comparative ;  history ;  the  laws  of  nations ;  and 
the  general  principles  of  law,  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  &c. 

5.  Supposing  such  an  institution  to  be  established,  some- 
thing may  be  added  respecting  the  mode  of  its  constitution 
and  organization. 

I  suppose,  then«  that  an  institution  of  this  kind  is  a  sort 
of  copartnership  between  the  instructors  and  the  public. 
The  public  furnish  means  of  education,  as  building,  libra- 
ries, apparatus,  and  a  portion  of  the  salary.  The  professors 
do  the  labor,  and  provide  for  the  remaining  part  of  their 


income  by  their  own  exertions,  llence  there  arises  natu- 
rally a  division  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  parties.  To 
the  corporation,  or  governors,  or  trustees,  or  by  what  name 
they  may  be  called,  would  b^ong  the  management  of  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  institution,  nnd  ibe  control  of  that 
portioD  of  its  affairs  which  depended  sftecially  npoo  its  r&- 
lation  with  the  public  donation.  The  government  of  the 
institution,  the  conferring  of  degrees,  the  appointment  of 
professors,  would  be  performed  jointly  by  the  officers  of 
instniction  and  the  corporation. 

In  the  English  universities,  the  government  of  the  insti- 
tution is  vested  in  a  geoeral  meeting  of  the  former  gradu- 
ates. This  forms  a  literary  public,  which  exercises  ultimate 
inrisdiction  in  most  matters  which  require  deliberation. 
How  far  such  an  institution  might  be  constructed  upon  this 
principle,  may  be  fairly  a  question. 

6.  If  the  above-mentioned  views  should  be  adopted,  it 
will  be  perceived  that  no  funds  will  be  required  for  dormi- 
tories. The  young  meowill  provide  for  themselves  board 
and  lodging  wherever  they  please,  and  the  professors  will 
be  responsible  for  nothing  more  than  their  education.  It  is 
fiupposed  that  they  are  old  enough  to  govern  themsetvea. 

llence  the  funds  may  be  devoted  to  the  following  pur- 
poses: 

lat.  A  part  would  be  appropriated  to  the  creation  of  a 
library,  cabinet^,  and  for  the  furnishing  of  all  the  apparatus 
necessary  to  the  instructors. 

2d.  A  part  to  the  erection  of  buildings  for  the  above  pur- 
poses, together  with  buildings  for  professors'  houses. 

3d.  A  fund  would  be  established  for  the  endowment  of 
professorships,  "giving  to  each  so  much  as  may  form  a  por- 
tion, say  one-third  or  one-half,  of  his  living,  and  the  rest  to 
be  provided  for  by  the  sale  of  the  tickets  to  his  courses, 

7.  If  the  institution  is  governed  by  a  board,  this  board 
should  be  appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate,  or  by  the 
President  alone,  and  they  should  hold  their  office  for  no 
longer  a  period  than  six  years,  one-third  of  them  retiring, 
unless  reappointed,  every  two  years. 

8.  Graduates  of  the  university  should  be  allowed  to  teach 
classes  and  receive  payment  for  tickets,  upon  any  of  the 
subjects  on  which  instruction  is  given  in  the  regular  course. 
This  will  prove  a  strong  stimulant  to  the  regular  professors, 
and  will  train  men  up  for  teachers. 

Degrees  should  never  be  conferred  as  a  matter  of  course, 
but  only  afler  a  strict  and  public  examination.     They  should 


never  be  conferred  either  in  course,  or  causH  honoris,  unlees 
by  the  recomineiKlatioii  of  the  faculty. 

I  have  thus  very  briefly,  but  as  far  as  my  avocations  would 
allow,  thrown  together  a  few  Ijinle  upon  the  subject  to  which 
you  have  directed  my  attention.  That  I  should  go  into  de- 
tail, I  presume,  was  not  expected.  Whatever  may  be  the 
plan  adopted,  I  presume  it  will  not  be  carried  into  effect 
until  an  extensive  observation  of  the  best  universities  in 
Europe  has  furnished  the  Government  with  all  the  know], 
edge  which  the  present  condition  of  the  science  of  education 
can  afford. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfiilly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

F.  Waylaih). 

Hon.  J.  FoRBTTH,  Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  John  Quiucy  Adams. 

QuiNCT,  October  8,  1838. 

SlK:  I  duly  received  your  letter,  dated  in  July  lost,  ex- 
pressing the  desire  of  the  President  of  the  TJiiitea  States  to 
consult  the  views  of  persona  versed  in  science  and  in  matten 
relating  to  public  education,  as  to  the  modes  of  applying 
the  proceeds  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  to  meet  the  wishw 
of  the  testator,  and  which  may  prove  most  advantageous  to 
mankind,  with  a  view  to  present  to  Congress  the  Bubje<:t, 
for  their  consideration  and  action  upon  it. 

Having  been  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  reporter  of  the  bill  which  became 
the  act  of  July  1,  1836,  relating  to  this  bequest,  in  which 
act  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  pledged  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  funds,  placed  by  the  founder  of  this  Institu- 
tion at  their  disposal,  to  the  promotion  of  the  great  object 
of  his  munificence,  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledat 
among  men, — I  have  waited  with  anxious  expectation  tue 
consummation  of  the  first  requisite  for  the  accomplishment 
of  the  purpose, — the  recovery  of  the  fund  itself,  aware  that, 
until  that  should  he  effected,  all  speculation  upon  the  moel 
suitable  appropriation  of  the  proceeds  would  be  premature. 
It  is  with  the  warmest  satisfaction  that  I  have  learned  the 
successful  attainment  of  this  preliminary  end. 

When,  at  the  last  se^ion  of  Congress,  provision  was 
made,  by  the  sixth  section  of  an  act  making  appropriation! 
for  the  West  Point  Academy,  for  the  temporary  investment 


of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  I  regretted,  first,  that  this  pro- 
visioD  was  made  not  in  a  separate  bill,  hut  as  an  appendage 
to  one  with  which  it  had  no  proper  connection  ;  secondly, 
that  the  investment  should  be  directed  in  stocks  of  States; 
and,  thirdly,  that  it  should  give  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  a  discretionary  power  to  invest  the  fund,  at  a 
yearly  interest  of  five  per  cent.,  at  the  very  time  when  the 
Government  itself  of  the  United  States  was  issuing  Treas- 
Ory  notes  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  occasion  or  the  design  of  these  arrangements,  it 
was  impossible  to  evade  tbe  remarks,  that  here  was  a  de- 
duction of  one  [jer  cent,  a  year  from  the  free  gift  of  a  noble- 
minded  foreigner,  for  the  most  exalted  of  purposes,  to  be- 
atow  it,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
upon  some  favorite  State.  This  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
an  appropriation  of  the  fund  to  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men,  nor  did  it  lead  me  to  augur 
Tery  well  of  the  sequel. 

Ibis,  however,  was  but  a  temporary  investment  of  the 
fond,  which,  I  was  willing  to  hope,  would  under  no  con- 
mderation  be  made  permanent.  In  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  House  of  liepresentatives,  accompanying  tbe 
"bill  which  authorized  the  President  to  take  the  necessary 
measures  lor  recovering  the  fund,  I  had  set  forth,  in  very 
explicit  language,  my  sense  of  tbe  duties  which  devolved 
njKin  the  Government  of  the  United  States  by  their  accept- 
ance, in  behalf  of  the  nation,  of  this  bequest;  and,  with 
the  same  views,  I  introduced  into  the  bill  a  pledge  of  the 
feith  of  the  United  States,  that  the  fund  should  be  applied 
to  the  generous  purpose  of  the  testator. 

Before  leaving  Washington  last  July,  I  took  the  liberty 
of  calling  upon  the  President,  and  of  expressing  to  him  ray 
earnest  hope  that,  in  the  interval  before  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  he  would  be  prepared  with  some  plan  for  the 
permanent  safe  keeping  and  security,  unimpaired,  of  the 
Ibnd  itself,  by  an  investment  which  would  yield  a  certain 
Sncome  as  large  as  the  ordinary  interest  of  the  country,  and 
jfrrappropriatmc  that  income  to  the  object  of  the  testator — 
tiie  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

I  was  kindly  received  hy  the  President,  who  assured  me 
<0f  his  rfeadiness  to  take  into  consideration  any  suggestions 
vhich  I  might  be  disposed  to  make  on  the  subject,  or  those 
of  any  other  person  whom  I  might  recommend. 

Thus  encouraged,  I  gave  him  freely  the  views  which  I 
Antertained  with  regard  to  fixing  the  permanency  of  the 
Jbnd,  unimpaired,  and  to  suitable  objects  of  application  for 
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its  annual  income.  The  opinions  which  I  crave  were  genenli 
and  of  course  not  matured.  Further  reflection  since  that 
time  has  but  slightly  modified  them,  and  I  have  not  onoe 
had  the  opportunity  of  consulting  with  any  person  in  my 
own  judgment  qualified  to  give  counsel,  at  once  jndidooi 
and  perfectly  disinterested^  for  the  disposal  of  the  fiind. 

The  provision  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  wm 
made  merely  for  an  investment  for  a  few  months,  that  the 
fund  should,  after  the  arrival  of  the  money  in  this  coantiy, 
not  remain  unoccupied,  even  until  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. The  object  now  first  deserving  attention  will  be  to 
secure  the  permanency  of  the  fund  entire;  for  which  piu^ 
pose,  I  must  indulge  the  hope  that  it  will  not  be  intmstedto 
any  bank,  nor  loaned  upon  any  pledge  of  State  stocks. 

I  should  greatly  prefer  that  it  should  be  disposed  of  ai 
was  the  fund  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  bad 
been  held  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  trust  for 
an  annuity  of  six  thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the  Seneea 
Indians.  By  the  act  of  February  19, 1831,  the  whole  fund 
was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Department  of  War,  and 
the  duty  of  making  the  annual  payment  to  the  Seneca  tribe 
was  assigned  to  the  Secretary.  In  the  present  case,  the 
w^hole  fund  might  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  annual  payment  be  directed  to  be 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  fund  of  conne 
to  be  redeemable  at  the  discretion  of  Congress,  and  other- 
wise invested  for  the  objects  of  the  Institution. 

This  would  give  an  annual  appropriation  of  30,000  dd- 
lars,  and,  to  keep  the  fund  permanently  unimpaired,  die 
annual  appropriation  should  be  confined  to  that  sum. 

I  think  that  no  part  of  the  money  should  be  applied  to 
the  endowment  of  any  school,  college,  university,  or  ecde- 
siastical  establishment;  to  no  institution  for  the  education 
of  youth,  for  that  is  a  sacred  obligation,  binding  upon  the 
people  of  this  Union  themselves,  at  their  own  expense  and 
charge,  and  for  which  it  would  be  unworthy  of  them  to 
accept  an  eleemosynary  donation  from  any  foreigner  whom- 
soever. Nor  do  I  believe  it  to  have  been  strictly  witiiin 
the  intention  of  the  testator.  For  the  immediate  object  of 
the  education  of  youth  is  not  the  increase  and  dififiision  of 
knowledge  among  men,  but  the  instruction  of  children  in 
that  which  is  already  known.  Its  result  is  doubtless  to  dif- 
fuse, and  may  be  to  increase,  knowledge  among  men ;  and 
so  is  apprenticeship  to  trades,  and  so  is  the  tillage  of  the 
ground ;  and  so  was  to  the  ancient  shepherds  of  E^;ypt  and 
Chaldea  the  nightly  keeping  of  their  nocks,  for  it  enabled 


them,  by  tho  habitual  observatioo  of  tho  stars,  to  trace  their 
courses  to  some  of  the  aublimest  discoveries  of  astronomy. 
Nop  could  the  application  of  the  fund  to  any  occlesi&Bti- 
1  ea!  or  religious  establishment  be  a  proper  fulfilment  of  the 
testator's  intention.  The  people  of  the  United  States  have 
also  religious  duties  to  perform,  for  the  charge  and  discharge 
of  which  they  should  not  consent  to  be  tributary,  even  in 
gratitude,  to  the  bounty  of  any  foreigner.  The  preaching 
of  the  gospel,  lilie  the  education  of  youth,  promotes  the  in- 
crease and  difi'usion  of  knowledge ;  but  the  worship  of  God, 
and  the  fulfilment  of  moral  duties  to  man,  the  special  ob- 
ject of  religious  institutions,  do  not  so  much  import  the  iu- 
crease  of  knowledge  as  the  right  use  of  what  is  Known. 

I  suggested  to  the  President  that  annual  courses  of  lec- 
tures on  tho  principal  sciences,  physical  and  mathematical, 
moral,  political,  and  literary,  to  be  delivered  not  by  perma- 
nent professors,  but  by  persons  annually  appointed,  with  a 
liberal  compensation  for  each  course,  were  among  the 
means  well  adapted  to  the  end  of  increasing  and  dinusing 
knowledge  among  men. 

But  the  great  object  of  my  solicitude  would  be  to  guard 
against  the  cancer  of  almost  all  charitable  foundations — 
jobbing  for  parasites,  and  sops  for  hungry  incapacity.  For 
the  economical  management  of  the  fund,  and  the  periodical 
application  of  it  to  appropriate  expenditures,  it  should  be 
invested  in  a  board  of  trustees,  to  consist  partly  of  members 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  with  the  Secretaries  of  the  De- 
partments, the  Attorney  General,  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  one  or  more  inhabitants  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  to  be  incorporated  as  trustees  of  the  Smithsonian 
fund,  with  a  secretary  and  treasurer  in  one  person,  and  to 
be  the  only  salaried  person  of  the  board  ;  to  be  appointed 
for  four  years,  and  to  be  capable  of  reappointment,  bat  re- 
moval for  adequate  cause  by  a  majority  of  the  board.  Into 
details  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter. 

The  first  object  of  appropriation,  however,  in  my  judg- 
ment, should  be  1  he  erection  of  an  astronomical  observatory, 
for  all  tho  purposes  of  the  Greenwich  Observatory,  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  Burtaii  des  Longitudes,  in  France.  This  alone 
would  absorb  the  annual  income  of  the  fund  for  seven  years 
and  will  form  the  subject  of  another  letter. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 
John  Qoinct  Adams. 

John  Forstth,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  StaUs. 
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LetUrfrom  John  Qumiiy  Adams. 

QoiMOY,  October  11, 1888, 
Bib  :  I  bave  reserved  for  a  separate  letter  what  I  pro- 
posed to  say  in  recomnieDding  toe  erection  and  estabfub- 
ment  of  an  astronomical  observatory  at  Washington,  as  one 
and  the  tirst  application  of  the  annual  income  from  the 
Bmithsonian  bequest,  because  of  all  that  I  have  to  Bay  I 
deem  it  by  far  the  most  important,  and  because  having  fiw 
many  years  believed  that  the  national  character  of  our  coun- 
try demanded  of  us  the  establishment  of  sach  an  institntion, 
as  a  debt  of  honor  to  the  cause  of  science  and  to  the  world 
of  civilized  man.  I  have  bailed  with  cheering  hope  tliii 
opportunity  of  removing  the  greatest  obstacle  which  hss 
hitherto  disappointed  the  earnest  wishes  that  I  have  enter- 
t^ned  of  witnessing,  before  my  own  departure  for  anothei 
world,  now  near  at  nand,  the  disappearance  of  a  stain  tmon 
our  good  name,  in  the  neglect  to  provide  the  means  of  in- 
creasing and  diffusing  knowledge  among  men,  by  a  sys- 
tematic and  continued  scientific  series  of  observationB  on 
the  phenomena  of  the  numberless  worlds  suspended  over  onr 
heads — the  suhlimest  of  the  physical  sciences,  and  that  in 
which  the  field  of  future  discovery  is  as  uuboanded  as  the 
aniverse  itself.  I  allude  to  the  continued  and  necesBai; 
expense  of  such  iin  establishment. 

In  tny  former  letter  I  proposed  that  to  preserve  entire 
and  unimpaired  the  Smithsonian  fund,  as  the  principal  of  a 
perpetual  annuity,  the  annual  appropriations  from  its  pro- 
ceeds should  be  strictly  confined  to  its  annual  income. 
That,  assuming  the  amount  of  the  fund  to  be  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  it  should  be  so  invested  as  to  secure  a  per- 
manent yearly  income  of  thirty  thousand ;  and  that  it  should 
be  committed  to  an  incorporated  board  of  trustees,  with* 
secretary  and  treasurer,  the  only  person  of  the  board  to  re- 
ceive a  pecuniary  compensation  from  the  fund. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1826,  Mr.  C.  F.  Mercer,  chairman 
of  a  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Representativeaof 
the  United  States,  reported  to  that  House  a  bill  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  national  observatory  at  the  city  of  WashingWn, 
together  with  sundry  documents  containing  estimates  of  tna 
cost  of  erectinsr  the  buildings  necessiiry  for  such  an  e««h-  - 
lishment,  for  tlie  instruments  and  books  which  it  w™> 
quire,  and  for  the  compensation  oE  a  princip^  w" 
two  asBiHtanls,  and  iwn  .attendants,  Thesa  c«tiTO 
pense  were,  however,  prepared  vihQn  the  P",*?^^ 
viding  the  establishment  fttlhft  ^njaw*  ^^— *^ 
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to  which  end  it  waa  proposed  that  it  should  be  attached  to 
the  Engineer's  office,  in  the  Department  of  War,  and  that 
the  mathematical  and  aatronomical  instruments  already 
belonging  to  that  Department  should  be  transferred  to  the 
use  ot  the  observatory.  All  this  must  of  course  be  other- 
wise arranged,  if  the  President  and  Congress  should  approve 
the  proposal  of  establishing  the  observatory  on  the  Smith- 
sonian foundation.  But  that  document  contains  much  val- 
uable information,  which  may  be  made  available  whenever 
an  observatory  shall  be  erected.  It  is  No.  124,  House  docu- 
oments  of  the  first  session  of  the  19th  Congress. 

Id  the  estimate  of  expenses  at  that  time,  by  the  Chief 
En^neer,  he  assigned  for  the  necessary  buildings  only 
14,500  dollars.  But  as  it  is  desirable  that  the  principal 
building,  the  observatory  itself,  should  be,  for  the  pur- 
poses oi  observation,  unsurpassed  by  any  other  edifice  con- 
structed for  the  same  purposes,  I  would  devote  one  years 
interest  from  the  fund  to  the  construction  of  the  buildings; 
A  second  and  third,  to  constitute  a  fund  from  the  income  of 
which  the  salaries  of  the  astronomer,  his  assistants  and  at- 
tendants, should  be  paid;  a  fourth  and  fifth,  for  the  neces- 
sary instruments  and  books;  a  sixth  and  seventh,  for  a  fund 
from  the  income  of  which  the  expense  should  be  defrayed  of 
publishing  the  epheraeris  of  observations,  and  a  yearly  nauti- 
cal almanac.  These  appropriations  may  be  so  distributed 
S8  to  apply  a  part  of  the  appropriation  of  each  year  to  each 
of  those  necessary  expenditures;  but  for  an  establishment 
so  complete  as  may  do  honor  in  all  time  alike  to  the  testa- 
tor and  his  trustees,  the  United  States  of  America,  I  cannot 
reduce  ray  estimate  of  the  necessary  expenses  below  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

My  principles  for  this  disposal  of  the  funds  are  these : 

Ist  That  the  most  complete  establishment  of  an  astrono- 
mical observatory  in  the  world  should  be  founded  by  the 
United  States  of  America;  the  whole  expense  of  which, 
both  its  first  cost,  and  its  perpetual  maintenance,  should  be 
amply  provided  for,  without  costing  one  dollar  either  to  the 
people  or  to  the  principal  sum  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest. 

2d.  That  by  providing  from  the  income  alone  of  the  fund, 
a  supplementary  fund,  from  the  interest  of  which  all  the 
salaries  shall  be  paid,  and  all  the  annual  expenses  of  publica- 
tion shall  be  defrayed,  the  fund  itself  would,  instead  of  being 
impaired  accumulate  with  the  lapse  of  years,  I  do  most 
fervently  wish  that  this  principle  might  be  made  the  fun- 
demental  law,  now  and  hereafter,  eo  far  as  may  be  practi- 
cable, of  all  the  approprialions  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest. 
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8d.  That,  bj  the  eBtablishment  of  an  observatory  apoo 
the  largest  and  the  most  liberal  scale,  and  providiog  for  tlie 
publication  of  a  yearly  nautical  almanac,  knowledge  will  be 
diffused  among  men,  the  reputation  of  our  country  will  rise 
to  honor  and  reverence  among  the  civilized  nationa  of  tlie 
earth,  and  our  navigators  and  mariners  on  every  ocean  be 
no  longer  dependent  on  English  or  French  observers  or 
calculators,  for  the  tables  indiepeneable  to  conduct  their 
path  upon  the  deep. 

In  the  document  to  which  I  have  above  referred,  there  ia 
a  letter  from  Mr.  de  Wallenatein,  then  attached  to  the  Bos- 
sian  legation  in  this  country;  a  report  from  Migor  Kearney, 
of  the  topographical  engineers;  and  extracts  from  a  me- 
moir of  Mr.  !Erancia  Baily,  respecting  a  new  method  of 
determining  the  longitude;  all  of  which  contain  predona 
information,  both  of  facta  and  of  encouragement  to  the 
application  of  a  strenuous  and  persevering  effort,  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  contribute  tneir 
effective  aid,  by  this  establishment,  to  the  progress  of  phys- 
ical and  mathematical  science.  When  the  opportunity  for 
this  is  afforded  by  the  munificence  of  a  foreigner,  witaout 
needing  the  taxation  of  a  dollar  upon  the  people,  I  cannot 
forego  the  hope  that  this  opportunity  will  not  be  lost,  be- 
lieving that,  of  all  the  physical  sciences,  there  is  none  for 
the  cultivation  of  which  brighter  rewards  of  future  discov- 
ery are  reserved  for  the  ingenuity  and  industry  of  man, 
than  practical  astronomy. 

There  is  appended  to  the  same  Congressional  document 
a  memorial  to  Congress  from  William  Allen,  president  of 
Bowdoin  College,  and  sundry  other  distinguished  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  for  the  establishment,  at  the 
charge  of  the  nation,  of  an  astronomical  observatory  in  the 
town  of  Brunswick,  in  that  State  ;  and  a  memorial  of  Mr. 
Hassler,  recommending  two  observatories — one  in  Maine 
and  one  in  Louisiana.  The  memorial  from  Maine  urges 
with  groat  force  and  elegance  some  of  the  general  consideN 
ations  pointing  to  the  usefulness  and  importance  of  an 
astronomical  observatory  in  the  western  hemispbere.  But 
it  is  doubtful,  at  least,  whether  any  application  of  tbe 
Smithsonian  bequest  can,  in  fiiltillmcnt  of  the  tcstator'B 
will,  be  located  otherwise  than  in  the  city  of  WashinetoBi 
and  if  hereafter  Congress  should  ever  be  disposed  to  OM" 
priatc  any  portion  of  the  n«**'  lal  funde  to  tlien  l' 
purposes,  observatories  mi  ^itOotAd  ift  ]  ~  ~ 

lana,  or  both,  which  maj 
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SmithsoDiaa   Institution   at  Waahiagton,  without   in   any 
manner  interfering  with  ite  pursuits. 

If  the  President  should  approve  and  give  the  weight  of 
bis  recommendations  to  those  suggestions,  I  have  uo  aoubt 
they  will  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress  iit  their  next 
sessioti.  As  I  propose  the  appropriation  for  eevon  success- 
ive years  of  all  the  income  from  the  fund  to  this  special 
object,  there  will  be  ample  time  for  considering  the  best 
manner  of  appropriating  the  same  income  afterwards  to 
permanent  establishmenta  for  increasmg  and  diffusing  knowl- 
edge among  men.  Nothing  could  be  more  easy  than  to 
dispose  of  a  fuad  ten  times  as  large,  without  encroaching 
upon  the  proper  sphere  of  any  school,  college,  university,  or 
academy.  Not  so  easy  will  it  be  to  secure,  as  from  a  rattle- 
snake's fang,  the  fund  and  its  income,  forever,  from  being 
wasted  and  dilapidated  in  bounties  to  feed  the  hunger  or 
fatten  the  leaden  idleness  of  mountebank  projectors,  and 
shallow  and  worthless  pretenders  to  science. 

Since  I  began  this  letter,  I  have  conferred  with  Mr,  Ban- 
croft, the  collector  of  the  customs  at  Boston,  concerning  ita 
object,  who  has  promised  to  communicate  his  views  of  the 
subject  to  the  President.  I  may,  perhaps,  after  consultation 
with  others,  again  address  you  in  relation  to  it  before  my 
departure  for  Washington. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Qdinoy  Adams. 

Jons  PoRSYTH,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Richard  Susk. 

Sydenham,  near  Pdiladblphia,  Norember  6,  1838. 
Sir  ;  Ueferring  to  your  letter  of  July,  the  receipt  of  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  and  desiring  now  to  meet 
tho  wishes  it  conveys,  however  sincerely  distrustful  I  am  of 
myself  in  attempting  the  task,  I  proceed  to  remark :  That 
a  university  or  college,  in  the  ordinary  sense,  or  any  insti- 
tution looking  to  primary  education,  or  to  the  instruction 
of  the  young  merely,  does  not  strike  me  as  tho  kind  of  in- 
stitution contemplated  by  Mr.  Smithson's  will ;  declaring  it, 
in  language  simple,  yet  of  tho  widest  import,  to  be  "  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  and 
making  the  United  States  the  trustee  of  his  intentions,  it 
seems  to  follow  that  it  ought  to  be  as  comprehensive  as 
64 


950 

poanble  in  ha  olgeoti  and  meatu,  as  it  mnrt  neceiMuily  tw 
nfttiomd  in  its  ffOTemmeat    In  tojraing  my  tlioaj^ts  to  At 


sal^ect,  it  is,  tEerefore,  only  upon  a  basis  the  most  oonqm- 
heoBiTO,  ouder  all  views,  that  I  can  tliink  of  any  geDonl 
plan  fbr  its  organization.    Hence  it  appeals  to  me : 

1.  That  even  ofScers  of  the  United  States,  abroad  and  at 
home,  mu^t  be  made  subservient  to  some  of  the  mMU  ob- 
jects of  tho  institotioa — as  their  consals,  na^  and  iBjlitsr; 
<^cers ;  and,  I  would  add,  their  fbrei^  ministera. 

Oonsols,  by  their  residence  in  foreign  ports,  have  ttppae- 
tonitaes  of  becoming  acqmdnted  with  tI»B  natural  lusbxy 
and  prodactions  of  uie  places  where  they  rende,  and  lean- 
ing other  things  osefdl  to  be  known.  Tiaa  cJaas  of  t^Becn 
had  ioetmctions,  at  a  former  period  of  the  Government,  to 
send  home  seeds,  plants,  and  other  prodacti<Hi8,  bene£ail 
to  agricnltore,  mannfootores,  or  any  of  the  nseflil  arts.  Bat 
Oxtai  efforts  were  finatnted  or  impeded  for  want  d  a  fend 
to  defray  inddental  expenses,  which,  however  small,  eon- 
stitQtional  scruples  ezirted  against  providing.  The  Sndtii- 
sonian  fhnd  mi^ht  simply  tne  meuis  of  renawiuE  aaA. 
instmctions,  ^vmg  to  tnem  more  scope  as  well  as  efficacif. 

Oar  naval  officers,  tliose  especially  m  separate  oommnds 
on  fordgn  stations,  must  have  opportunities  (^  g^iiac 
knowledge  in  other  spheres  than  those  to  be  filled  Dy  their 
usual  reports  to  the  Navy  DepartmeDt ;  and  the  same  may 
be  aaid  of  officers  of  the  army,  in  regard  to  the  War  De- 
partment. Many  of  the  latter,  by  their  stations  at  garriBons, 
or  employment  otherwise  in  remote  and  unexplored  parts 
of  our  country,  have  the  means,  as  past  iustauces  testify,  of 
collecting  facta  bearing  upon  ita  geology,  its  natural  histoiy 
in  all  branchea,  ita  antiquities,  and  the  character  of  its  abo- 
riginal racea ;  the  communication  of  which  might  advanta- 
geously tall  in  with  the  purpoaea  of  thia  inatitution,  and  be 
ultimately  promulgated  through  ita  instrumentality. 

I  propose  to  include,  also,  ministers  plenipotentiarjanioiif 
the  functionaries   who   might   serve   the  inatitution,  an^ 
through  it,  the  general  public,  on  this  occaeion.    By  their 
power  of  commanding  the  best  intercourse  in  tlie  several        t 
communities  to  which  they  are  sent,  they  may  open  W        j 
themselves  avenues  to  Icnowledgo  of  all  kinds;  tVetra^^^ 
mission  of  which  to  the  inatitution,  under  execatvi^.^^^'t, 
tions  to  that  effect,  might  often  prove  of  higV\  -o^*- JSL, 
would  not  be  expected  from  them  but  at  coft'^*<fcig5Lj^'^ 
vals,  and  never  when  interfe'*       orirti  **»«■  rt«aBt®*^3J 
When  an  appropriate   ct 
communications  of  thia  i 
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be  presumed,  an  agreeable  appendage  to  tbe  primary  duties 
of  our  ministers,  atfording  a  reBourue  for  their  leisure,  with 
opportunities  of  a  more  enlarged  usefulncBs  to  their  country, 
and  fame  to  themselves.  Permanent  missions  were  once 
objected  to  by  Mr.  JefferaoD,  as  not  within  tbe  true  theory 
of  our  foreign  intercourse,  which  Bccms  to  countenance  the 
more  a  proposal  for  connecting  with  them  the  honorable 
appendage  suggested,  since  neither  otScial  dignity  nor  use- 
fulness can  ever  be  impaired,  though  both  may  be  height- 
ened, by  co-asBOciation  with  knowledge  in  other  iiclde. 

2,  A  building  to  be  erected  at  Washington,  with  accom- 
modations for  the  buainesa  of  the  institution.  Ground  to 
he  attached  to  it,  sufficient  for  reproducing  seeds  and  plants, 
with  a  view  to  diifusing  through  the  country  Bueh  as  might 
be  found  to  deserve  it.  The  officers  of  the  institution  to  be 
a  director,  a  secretary,  a  librarian,  and  a  treasurer.  Persons 
to  be  under  them  to  take  care  of  the  building  and  grounds. 
The  officers  to  be  appointed  by  tlie  President  and  Senate. 
The  director  to  make  an  annual  report  to  Congress  on  the 
state  of  the  institution,  and  oftener  if  necessary.  Its  atthirs 
to  be  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  President,  aided  by  a 
standing  board,  to  consist  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, say,  taking  the  example  of  a  law  already  in  the 
statute  book  in  relation  to  the  finances,  the  Vice-President, 
the  Chief  Justice,  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Attorney  General.  The  institution  to  have  its  press, 
as  the  University  of  Oxford,  or  otherwise  authority  to  em- 
ploy one  for  printing  communications  sent  to  it,  and  the 
lectures  to  be  presently  mentioned.  Nothing  to  be  printed 
but  under  the  sanction  of  the  director  and  standing  board 
of  visitors.  To  this  and  otiicr  ends,  for  the  good  govern- 
ment of  the  institution,  the  standing  board  to  have  the 
right  to  call  in  the  assistance  of  three  or  more  scientific  or 
literary  persons  unconnected  with  it.  The  profits  arising 
from  all  publications  to  go  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  insti- 
tution. Communications  from  learned  societies,  or  from 
individuals  eminent  in  science  or  letters,  in  whatever  part 
of  the  world,  to  be  received  by  the  director,  and  talfen 
charge  of  by  the  secretary.  The  director  to  be  authorized 
to  correspond  with  any  such  societies  or  persons.  A  coun- 
cil to  assemble  once  a  month,  to  consist  of  the  officers  of 
the  institution  and  the  lecturers  attached  to  it,  before  which 
all  communications  to  be  laid.  Order  to  bo  then  taken  upon 
them.  Such  as  go  upon  the  archives,  with  a  view  to  the 
question  of  publication,  to  be  brought  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  standing  board  of  visitorB  at  the  proper  time, 
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when  that  question  will  be  decided.  The  director  to  preside 
at  these  councils,  at  the  meetings  of  the  standing  board  of 
visitors,  and  at  all  other  meetings  required  by  the  business 
of  the  institution ;  and  the  secretary  to  keep  the  minutes. 
The  standing  board  of  visitors  to  hold  stated  meetings  twice 
a  year,  and  assemble  on  other  occasions  when  they  deem  it 
necessary.  At  the  commencement  of  the  institution,  the 
duties  of  librarian  and  treasurer  to  be  united  in  the  same 
person. 

8.  Lectureships  to  be  established,  comprehending.a8  many 
of  the  leading  branches  of  physical  and  moral  science  as 
the  funds  of  the  institution  may  be  able  to  bear.     Apparatus 
to  be  provided  for  the  branches  requiring  it.     One  of  the 
lectureships  to  be  dedicated  to  government  and  public  law. 
When  conflictinff  opinions  on  government  are  raging  in  the 
world,  to  have  the  democratic  principle,  as  modified  by  our 
systems  of  representation,  and  the  conjoint  workings  of  the 
federative  and  national  principle,  illustrated  in  elementary 
disquisitions,  apart  from  temporary  topics  and  passions,  is  a 
desideratum  which  the  Smithsonian  Institution  might  sup- 
ply.    Such  productions  seem  due  to  mankind,  as  to  our- 
selves, imperfectlv  described  as  our  institutions  have  been, 
through  adverse  ^elings  in  the  writers ;  it  having  generally 
fared  with  us  as  the  cause  of  Roman  liberty  fared  in  the  hands 
of  royal  historians.    Rarel}'  can  foreigners,  however  enlight- 
ened, be  equal  to  the  task  of  justly  analyzing  the  complicated 
movements,  unintelligible  to  hasty  observers,  yet  full  of 
harmony,  that  maintain  the  order,  prosperity,  and  freedom, 
of  this  great  confederated  republic,  under  guards  combin- 
ing the   eflScacy   of  popular  sovereignty  with   its  safety. 
Authentic  explanations  of  them,  all  issuing  from  this  insti- 
tution, at  an  age  when  steam  is  quickening  all  intercourse 
throughout  the  world,  would  give  new  motives  for  listening 
to  the  doctrines  and  results  of  the  democratic  principle  in 
this  hemisphere.     So  expounded,  it  would  go   before  the 
world  without  disparagement,  and  be  fairly  judged  by  its 
results.     Under  public  law,  the  tenets   of  America,  now 
locked  up  in  diplomacy,  or  otherwise  hidden  or  overlooked 
in  Europe,  might  come  into  useful  publicity ;  her  proposal 
to  Europe  to  abolish  privateering,  and  prohibit  public  abips 
from  capturing  merchant  vessels  upon  the  ocean,  thus  ^ 
ever  stripping  war  of  more  than  half  its  evils 
element — astride  in  civili^^p"'       '  y 
may  be  made,  the  West  ' 
single-handed,  against 
law  upon  the  ocean,  a' 
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nadonal  ^olatioas  mvolred  iu  the  feudal  claim  of  impress- 
ment, and  her  desire,  shown  in  other  wa^s,  for  freeing  the 
international  code  from  barbarous  relics,  whereby  this  in- 
stitution, working  in  its  orbit  of  calm  discussion,  might 
become  the  ally  of  America  towards  gaining  for  these  great 
public  benefactions,  and  others,  the  growth  of  our  institu- 
tions, iu  our  days,  (eo  malieued  for  retaining  the  domestic 
servitude  bequeathed  to  them  by  our  progenitors,)  favor 
and  acceptance  among  nations.  Ihe  steady  abhorrence  ex- 
pressed by  this  Government  against  employing  savages  in 
warfare  Between  civilized  and  Christian  States,  and  its 
abortive  negotiations  to  prevent  it,  would  further  illustrate 
the  harmonizing  policy  of  America.  Such  are  samples  of 
the  maxims  that  might  claim  elucidation  from  an  institution 
reared  under  the  sanction  of  this  republic,  and  thence,  by 
the  principle  of  its  existence,  desirous  of  doing  justice  to 
them,  examined  in  juxtaposition  with  those  taught  in  the 
Ancient  and  cloistered  seminaries  of  the  old  world,  and 
upheld  by  its  Governments. 

The  other  lectureships,  and  the  foregoing,  might  be  made 
to  yield,  each  in  its  proper  field,  contributions  to  "  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  I  am 
aware  that  voluntary  lectureships  have  not  always  been 
found  to  succeed.  But  in  the  foundation  of  these,  consider* 
ing  the  time  and  all  concomitant  circumstances,  there  seems 
reasonable  ground  for  anticipating  success.  The  plan 
would  imply  that  the  lecturers  bo  also  appointed  by  the 
President  and  Senate.  It  would  imply  that  their  salaries 
be  ample  enough  to  command  the  best  men,  and  admit  of 
the  exclusive  devotion  of  their  time  to  the  studies  and  in- 
vestigations of  their  posts.  They  might  even  be  laid  under 
the  restriction  of  not  engaging  iu  other  pursuits,  as  our 
laws  interdict  the  revenue  officers  from  trading.  Qeniua 
being  of  all  countries,  and  the  intentions  of  the  founder 
peculiarly  expanded,  the  range  of  our  own  and  other  coun- 
tries would  be  open  for  selecting  the  incumbents.  The 
-desire  of  fame,  increased  by  the  hope  of  their  lectures  being 
published,  might  be  expected  to  stimulate  them  to  exertion : 
and  if  incentives  ao  high  were  wanting,  the  tenure  of  their 
appointments,  where  the  Executive  and  public  eye  would 
be  upon  them,  would  act  as  a  guard  against  slackness  in 
their  duties.  If  knowledge  is  power,  power,  directing 
knowledge,  may  make  it  efficacious.  The  place  where  the 
lectures  were  delivered  would  impart  to  them  interest  and 
dignity.  If  delivered  when  Congress  was  in  session,  and 
not  recurring  too  often,  some  of  the  mombera  might  be  ex- 


854      PEOVOUI>  ATPLIOATIOHB  OF  SKITBBOa'B 

peeted  occasioDally  to  attend ;  as  a  chaoge  frtaa  the  tatnigil 
of  politioa,  and  posribly  a  good  inflaeDce  on  Imalaiion 
itself,  might  grow  out  of  these  new  intelleotoal  elemeiit> 
gathering  abont  its  precincts.  To  the  pahlie  fiinetioaariea 
of  M  sorts,  to  diBttngoiehed  foreigners,  and  to  n^Mi  at 
Washington,  as  welt  as  Its  resident  inhfibitantB,  the  Sndtb- 
soniui  lectnres  mi^t  prove  attractive.  It  will  have  bera 
thdr  tot,  if  estabTisbed,  to  spring  up  when  Btapendooa 
wents  in  nature,  and  new  contrivances  in  art,  are  ooangW^ 
the  state  of  the  world,  in  peace  and  for  war;  when  thia 
country  is  taking  a  conspicnoos  share  in  these  maffoifierat 
innovations,  which  some  of  the  lectnres  would  doabtle* 
-treat  of,  and  when  the  Baoceasfal  reaalta  of  its  popatarln- 
RtitntioDS  hitherto  are  among  the  canses  at  work  in  mod^ 
Ing  the  political  and  aodal  condition  of  odier  nations.  Oaa 
it  he  that,  delivered  under  each  circamstances,  they  woold 
be  devoid  of  interest?  Centering  in  the  capital  of  tha 
Union,  to  which  the  eyes  of  the  Ste^  are  apt  to  tarn  wiUi 
a  curiosity  both  natural  and  ambitious,  may  not  these  Ieo> 
tares  do  their  part  atBo,if  recommended  by  ability, towards 
raising  up  among  us  new  homage  to  raeutal  accomj^sh- 
ments  and  renown,  thoee  memorials  of  a  nation's  glory,. 
when  others  perish  ? 

Each  lecturer,  at  the  condnsion  of  bis  course,  to  depodt 
with  the  director  a  copy  of  his  lectures.  •  These  to  be  pub- 
lished, or  not,  as  determined  by  the  board  of  visitors. 
Hence,  if  the  audience  in  the  lecture-rooms  proved,  after 
all,  to  be  inconsiderable,  the  publication  of  the  lectures^ 
when  of  merit  to  authorize  it,  would  be  fulfilling  the 
intentions  of  the  founder,  and  the  prospect  of  publication 
be  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  spirit  of  the  lecturer.  We 
have  heard  of  the  Bridge  water  Treatises,  in  England, 
emanating  from  the  provisions  of  a  munificent  will.  Per- 
haps it  might  not  be  too  sanguine  to  anticipate,  in  good 
time,  from  the  Smithsonian  lectures,  disquisitions  doing 
honor  to  their  authors,  and,  let  it  be  hoped,  to  their  coun- 
try, whilst  diffusing  knowledge  among  men  every  where^, 
We  have  seen,  also,  the  publications  tnat  issue  from  those 
recently  formed  associutions  that  hold  tlioir  annual  meeting* 
in  Europe,  and  Bceni  to  have  made  science  a  fashion  there,  ' 
enrolling  statesmen,  and  nobles,  and  kings,  among  its  voW*  ■ 
riea.  Brla^'  not  the  Smithsonian  Institution  iiia^ 
eion  for  our  country  to  start  in  this  riva^ 
race  among  nations  is  going  pB|jlf..^ 
of  science;  the  two  first o—"'"^''"^" 
immense  uchievemcnt.] 
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witnessed,  the  crossing  of  the  Atlantic  by  steam,  is  a  revo- 
lution in  human  affairs.  Distance,  once  an  element  in  our 
safety,  as  in  all  our  relations  with  the  old  world,  and  the 
basis  on  which  rested  essential  maxims  in  our  policy,  has 
disappeared.  Europe  has  suddenly  become  neighbor  to  us, 
for  good  and  for  evil,  involving  consequences  that  baffle  all 
foresight.  Our  statesmen  must  wake  up  to  the  mighty 
change.  There  is  no  time  to  lose.  They  will  have  to  ask 
themselves  what  are  the  parts  of  our  policy  to  be  accom- 
modated to  the  change.  Our  men  of  science,  feeling  new 
excitements  from  this  approximation  of  the  hemispheres, 
will  naturally  be  on  the  alert,  growing  more  emulous  in 
their  several  fields.  The  continent  that  Columbus  found 
was  a  desert,  or  overspread  with  barbarous  people  and  in- 
stitutions. The  continent  that  steam  has  found  teems  with 
civilization,  fresh,  advancing,  and  unavoidably  innovating 
upon  the  old  world.  The  statesmen,  the  warriors,  the 
active  and  enterprising  men,  the  whole  people  of  the  two 
worlds,  now  almost  confront  each  other.  It  is  at  such  a 
point  in  the  destinies  of  America  that  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  comes  into  being.  By  their  physical  resources 
and  power,  the  United  States  are  well  known.  Their  re- 
sources of  intellectual  and  moral  strength  have  been  more 
in  the  back  ground ;  but  may  not  an  auspicious  develop- 
ment of  them  be  aided  by  an  institution  like  this,  rising  up 
in  their  capital  simultaneously  with  this  new  condition  of 
things,  guarded,  as  it  will  be,  by  the  annual  watchfulness, 
fostered  by  the  annual  care,  and  improved,  from  time  to 
time,  by  the  superintending  wisdom  of  Congress  ? 

The  usefulness  of  the  institution  would  doubtless  be  in- 
creased, if  young  men  could  be  regularly  educated  at  it. 
But  here  imperious  obstacles  seem  to  interpose.  If  I  only, 
in  conclusion,  touch  this  part  of  the  plan,  without  dilating 
upon  it,  it  is  from  a  fear  that  the  fund  would  not  bear  their 
maintenance,  in  connection  with  what  has  seemed  to  me 
other  indispensable  objects.  Perhaps  a  limited  number  who 
had  passed  the  age  of  18,  taken  equally  from  the  different 
States,  say  two  from  each,  under  the  federative  principle, 
might  come  to  the  institution,  be  formed  into  a  class,  and 
attend  its  lectures  for  a  couple  or  three  courses;  their 
expenses  to  be  paid  under  such  restrictions  as  the  Govern- 
""* — ^  might  prescribe,  and  the  young  men  to  undergo 
— — linations  at  the  end  of  the  term,  prize  medals 
"  ~  by  the  board  of  visitors  or  a  committee  of 

e  of  ambition  high.    But  would 
I  fear  not 


In  the  fioir^goinff  Buggeatioas  as  to  the  nfttiire  of  jQie  iprtl- 
tation,  sent  to  von  in  compliance  with  the  Preddenfe  onDi 
I  have  confinea  myself  to  a  very  general  outline  and  a  isw 
reflectionB.  The  sul^ect  has  many  aspects,  and  I  have  dealt 
only  with  some  of  tnem,  and  those  piwtially.  It  is  intrin^ 
sicfJly  one  on  which  much  diverrity  of  opinicm  may  be 
expected  to  prevaili  and  tliat  hardly  any  discnstton  ooold 
eznaost.  However  honored  bv  the  Presid^it'a  ca^  and 
desirous  of  responding  to  it  adeauately,  I  have  felt  incom- 
petent to  the  tftBk  of  going  into  the  arrangements  in  detail 
neoessarv  to  the  complete  orsanization  of  an  institolio&t 
designed  by  its  phOanthropic  founder  to  be  so  univwaal  in 
its  scope,  so  &r-reaching  in  its  benefits.  It  ought  to  have 
all  the  simplidty  com{Mtible  with  its  ends ;  but  these  are 
momentous,  since  they  may  run,  by  their  eflfects  into  db- 
tant  ages.  It  is  like  a  new  power  coming  into  tiie  r^ublio— 
its  means  the  human  mind;  its  ends  still  the  triump|»of 
the  mind;  its  fields  of  glory  beneficent  and  saving— a 
power  to  ^ve  new  force  to  the  moral  elements  of  our  insti- 
tutions, helping  to  Ulustrate,  stren^en,  and  adorn  tfa^o. 
Such,  in  mv  humble  conception,  it  is,  or  may  be  made. 
Even  as  to  tke  brief  outlme  X  venture  upon,  for  the  plan  of 
such  an  institution,  I  must  repeat  how  greativ  I  aistmst 
mvself,  sketehed  as  it  has  been,  without  consultation  witb 
otiiers,  giving  their  thoughts  to  the  same  subject,  who  might 
have  corrected,  modified,  and  improved,  my  own.  If  any 
of  these  can  be  turned  to  the  least  profit  in  abler  hands,  or 
serve  to  start  better  ones  in  better  minds,  I  shall  be  amply 
rewarded. 

I  beg  to  add  that  this  commanication  would  have  been 
sooner  sent  to  you,  but  for  interruptions  incident  to  the  first 
month  or  two  after  returning  to  my  home  after  a  two  years' 
absence. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient 
servant, 

BiCHABD  Rush. 

To  John  Poesyth, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


Letter  from  S.  Chapin. 

COLLBGB 

Washin' 

Sir  :  In  an  intervie 
desired  me  to  expres 
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fimitbsonian  Institution.  I  will  therefore  attempt  to  do  so, 
though  conscious  of  my  inability  to  do  justice  to  a  subject 
«o  important  in  its  character  and  relations.  If  it  be  wisely 
organized,  and  supplied  with  a  corps  of  distinguished  pro- 
fessors in  the  various  departments  of  learning,  it  will  affect 
not  only  the  hiffhest  interests  of  our  country,  but  its  influ- 
-ence  will  be  felt  in  foreign  lands.  Let  it  go  up  in  a  char- 
acter worthy  of  its  liberal  founder,  let  it  be  sustained  with 
the  zeal  and  liberality  becoming  the  object  and  our  own 
reputation,  and  it  will  add  to  our  national  points  of  union  : 
in  these  we  are  not  very  rich,  and,  therefore,  should  be  glad 
to  multiply  them,  to  bind  together  more  firmly  the  elements 
of  the  American  confederation.  The  object  of  the  contem- 
plated institution  is  "  the  cultivation  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  mankind."  This  object,  I  believe,  is  distinctly 
expressed  in  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson.  In  making  his  will, 
he  probably  had  his  eye  upon  those  modern  institutes  and 
ciniversities  of  Europe,  which  are  designed,  not  to  teach  the 
first  elements  of  science  and  letters,  but  to  receive  gradu- 
ates, and  men  looking  forward  to  professional  eminence, 
for  the  purpose  of  advancing  them  to  the  highest  grades  of 
learning,  and  thus  to  give  them  power  to  enlarge  the  boun- 
daries of  knowledge,  by  fresh  discoveries  and  investigations. 
We  mav  conclude,  then,  that  he  intended  his  bequest  should 
be  applied  to  the  erection  of  an  institution  for  liberal  and 
professional  purposes,  and  for  the  promotion  of  original 
investigations — to  carrv  scholars  through  a  range  of  studies 
much  above  those  of  the  ordinary  collegiate  course.  I  am 
happy  to  know  that  this  is  the  opinion  of  John  Quincy 
Adams,  a  gentleman  whose  judgment  in  the  present  case  is 
entitled  to  all  respect. 

Admitting  that  this  is  to  be  its  object,  it  is  natural  to 
inquire,  in  the  next  place,  how  it  should  be  or^nized,  so  as 
most  fully  to  promote  this  design.  In  organizing  it,  respect 
should  be  had  to  the  spirit  of  the  present  age,  to  the  genius 
of  our  Government,  and  to  our  peculiar  wants  as  a  nation. 
It  is  of  vital  moment  that  it  should  receive  such  a  shaping 
AS  will  best  correspond  with  all  the  particulars.  Many  of 
the  institutions  of  learning  in  Europe,  in  rigidly  adhering 
to  systems  of  government  and  instruction  settled  for  ages, 
altogether  different  from  our  own,  do  not  send  forth  men 
^tea  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  modern  society.  Though 
•ndowed,  and  supplied  with  teachers  of  great  powers 
tents,  they  serve  for  little  else  than  to  show  the 

**»•*  is  setting  by  them.    We,  at 
intrji  need  men  who  are 
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acquainted  with  sometbing  better  tban  tbe  learning  of  the 
ancient  scbools,  men  who  have  studied  profoundly  tne  rela- 
tion of  scientific  principles  to  practical  purposes,  and  who 
can  teach  their  fellow-men  how  to  apply  them  in  advanciDg 
the  public  welfare. 

The  general  superintendence  of  the  institution  may  be 
committed  to  a  board  of  commissioners,  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernment, to  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior,  and 
with  power  to  perpetuate  their  existence.  In  this  way,  the 
institution  would  not  only  be  free  from  the  evils  of  frequent 
changes  and  political  agitations,  but  would  secure  to  itself, 
in  the  highest  degree,  the  benefits  of  personal  obligation. 
These  commissioners  would  feel  a  deep  sense  of  their  respon- 
sibility,  and  that  their  powers  and  permanency  in  place  were 
given  to  them  that  they  might  have  the  best  opportunity  to 
make  the  institution  what  it  ought  to  be — a  distinguished 
honor  to  their  country,  and  a  blessing  to  the  world. 

Let  this  board  of  commissioners  procure  the  best  men 
that  can  be  found  to  fill  the  several  professorships  .that  may 
be  instituted ;  and,  in  order  to  secure  the  services  of  men 
of  the  first  powers  and  attainments,  to  lecture  and  conduct 
investigations  in  their  appropriate  departments,  let  their 
several  means  to  facilitate  their  studies  be  ample,  and  their 
stated  salaries  liberal ;  and  then  its  public  course  of  lectur- 
ing will  be  mostfullj'  attended,  numbers  bein^s^  allured  both 
by  the  fame  of  the  professors  and  the  lightness  of  the  fees. 
It  was  in  consequence  of  high  salaries  that  the  University 
of  Gottingen,  in  the  18th  century,  rose  to  the  first  eminence 
in  Germany. 

As  the  funds  are  not  now,  nor  are  they  likely  to  be  for 
sometime  to  come,  sufficient  to  support  professorships  in 
the  whole  circle  of  science,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a 
selection.  The  temptation  will  be  to  undertake  too  much. 
A  few  chairs,  well  filled  and  well  sustained,  would  efiect 
more  than  a  number  far  greater  than  there  are  adequate 
means  to  support.  In  deciding  upon  the  branches  of 
knowledge  to  be  taught,  I  would  select  those  that  would 
make  the  institution  as  much  American  as  a  regard  for  gen- 
eral science  will  allow.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  profes- 
sorships of  law,  of  medicine,  of  the  exact  sciences,  and 
physics,  of  classical  literature,  and  of  modern  lan| 
&c.,  I  would  have  one  of  the  English  Uteri 
American  history,  one  of  Aro^ 
jurisprudence,  one  of  Am 
engineering  and  architeo 
tion  of  the  exact  science 
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You  will  perceive  that  I  have  said  nothing  about  profes- 
sorships in  the  department  of  metaphysics.  1  would  rather 
leave  the  whole  business  of  ethical  and  moral  philosophy  to 
be  taught  elsewhere,  than  to  introduce  it  as  a  distinct  course 
in  a  national  institution  of  learning. 

Some  of  the  above  professorships  are  of  a  local  and  novel 
character ;  but  this,  I  trust,  will  not  be  urged  as  an  objection 
against  them.  The  achievement  of  our  independence  formed 
an  epoch  in  the  political  world.  Let,  then,  the  institution 
of  this,  our  first  national  university,  form  an  epoch  in  the 
republic  of  science.  Much  might  be  said  in  recommending 
the  branches  appropriate  to  our  country.  They  are  such  as 
ought  to  be  adopted,  out  of  a  regard  to  our  reputation  and 
to  our  present  wants  and  future  prospects.  What  have  we 
done,  as  yet,  to  enrich  and  improve  our  own  tongue  ?  Be- 
sides, when  we  consider  that  the  English  language  imbodies^ 
perhaps,  richer  treasures  of  science  and  literature  than  any 
other,  and  when  we  consider  that  it  is  spoken  by  two  of  the 
most  commercial,  enterprisinff,  and  powerful  nations  upon 
the  earth — nations  which  are  doing  more  than  any  other  two 
that  can  be  named,  in  forming  colonies,  and  in  diffusing 
knowledge  and  the  light  of  Christianity — how  powerful  is 
the  motive  to  cultivate  and  carry  it  to  the  highest  state  of 
refinement  and  power. 

With  regard  to  buildings,  it  may  be  remarked  that  it 
would  be  wisest  to  erect  no  more  than  are  necessary  for  the 
library,  the  apparatus,  a  cabinet  of  minerals,  collection  of 
models,  specimens,  curiosities,  &c.,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  professors  when  lecturing  or  engaged  in  their  inves- 
tigations. The  scholars,  instead  of  eating  in  common, 
might  be  accommodated  in  private  boarding  houses.  If 
this  course  be  pursued,  the  interest  which  has  accrued  and 
which  will  accrue  on  the  bequest,  before  the  institution  can 
be  organized,  will  probably  be  sufllcient  to  erect  all  the 
necessary  buildings,  and  leave  a  handsome  sum  to  be  eX' 
pended  upon  a  library,  apparatus,  &c.,  so  that  the  whole  of 
the  original  donation  may  be  invested  for  a  permanent 
fund. 

It  will  be  of  vital  moment  that  the  professors  and  •tu^ 
'lAnts  should  be  rich  in  the  external  me«i8  of 
vf^ensive  and  well-chosen  library. 
Is.  speeimeiuL  Ae.    BfOMkiaS^^ 


i» 
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meridiaD  may  be  established,  not  ou\j^  fi»-  oar  own  oounby, 
but  for  the  western  continent  To  this  all  onr  natioaal  bun 
veys,  oar  charts,  &o.,  mav  be  referred.  AstronoiBial 
•OMerrations  might  be  maae,  for  which  oar  position  aai 
climate  ofier  peculiar  advanta^.  There  is  now  no  obserr- 
Atoiy  worth  naming  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Le^  tfaeo, 
ihe  American  Qoremment  now  baUd  one,  anl  it  will  ant 
only  be  an  h(»ior  to  the  nation,  bat  it  will  be  a  powerfbl 
reason  for  ^ving  permanency  to  the  present  aeat  of  Gov- 
«mment. 

It  may  not  be  tbootfht  best  to  employ  any  ar^fidal  mcaai 
for  stimulants  to  nTOllbip,  and  to  seek  for  literary  hoMia 
<!!ongreM  will  alwaya  have  the  right  c^  TintadoUf  and  tbef 
<an,  if  they  please,  direct  the  committee  whom  theyn^ 
appoint  to  attend  the  stated  examinations  of  the  mieai 
cuBses,  to  award  medals,  or  some  other  mark  of  distiDCtioB, 
to  those  scholars  who  shall  giv6  the  best  proof  c^  pnft* 
^ency,  or  the  ablest  essays  on  appointed  suigecta.  But  it 
«hoald  be  remembered  mat  the  commnnity  at  large  cousti- 
tate,  in  &ct,  the  most  effiaent  board  of  overseers,  and  ttat 
that  institation  will  be  the  most  honored  and  froqarated, 
which  sends  forth  the  best  prepared  and  the  most  &itiifiil 
Agents  to  meet  the  wants  of  their  coantry. 

I  have  the  honor,  eir,  to  be  yoars,  with  sentimeots  of 
freat  respect  and  esteem, 

S.  Chapot. 

To  Martin  Van  Borbh, 

President  of  the  United  States. 


Letter  from  Horatio  HvbbtU. 

Philadelphia,  September  20, 1888. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  : 

Dear  Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  sometime  past  to  address  tod 
a  letter  npon  the  subject  of  a  volunteer  navy,  -which  subject 
I  shall,  at  some  future  day,  resume,  and  show  how  it  can  be 
effected  by  means  of  a  steam  navy,  (if  no  other  wEy,)wbidi 
will  supercede  among  civilized  nations,  every  other,  in  the 
■coarse  of  the  next  thirty  years.  I  now,  however,  addntt  i 
you  upon  a  subject  of  more  importance  than  a  na'  ' 
upon  the  subject  of  educatJ         as  that  sal^ject  fl 

a  consideration  of  the  F  " —  ' — ' 

As  to  that  legacy,  the  f 
£uard  it  sacredly  froii 
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upon  all  occasions  to  convert  everything  into  a  subject  of 
peculation.  The  Girard  Colle^o,  in  this  city,  is  an  instance 
of  this  avaricious  rapacity.  It  has  already  cost,  in  constructs 
ing  the  boilings,  I  ara  most  credibly  informed,  2,000,000 
dollars,  and  will  make  the  fortune  of  all  concerned,  I  hope  it 
will  be  a  warning.  It  is  melancholy  to  behold  such  a  violation 
of  the  wishes  and  views  of  the  devisor.  It  eeems  to  he  tho 
mania  in  this  speculatine  country,  that  when  a  college  or 
university  is  to  be  foundeu,  the  first  at«p  to  be  taken  is  to 
lay  out  the  funds  in  expensive  edifices,  and  that  when  this  is 
ejected,  the  institution  is  established.  If  we,  however, 
consider  a  university  as  a  seat  of  learning,  and  not  as  a  public 
hotel,  we  see  that  something  else  is  requisite  besides  the 
erection  of  palaces  and  temples.  It  is  under  this  point  of 
view  that  I  submit  with  great  diffidence  the  following  sug- 
gestions to  your  better  judgment.  The  idea  that  I  connect 
with  the  notion  of  an  university  ia,  as  before  suggested,  a 
Beat  of  learning.  In  order  to  make  it  one,  such  a  library 
should  at  once  be  collected  as  will  exceed  any  now  in  tho 
TTnited  8tates,"will  compete  with  those  of  Knrope,  (France 
and  Germany,)  and  will,  in  consequence,  induce  the  devotees 
of  science  and  learning  to  flock  to  it  from  every  part  of  the 
country — ^your  university  will  then  flourish.  The  students 
of  that  university  will  progress  with  rapidity,  because  their 
means  of  acquisition  are  expanded.  You  will  not  only  have 
hoys  studying  there,  hut  men,  for  it  can  be  made  a  condi- 
tion of  access  to  these  books  that  the^  pay  a  fee,  and  become 
enrolled  as  members  of  the  institution.  The  professors  of 
your  university  will  become  eminent  men  and  leading  teach- 
ers, because  they  will  have  treasures  at  band,  from  which 
assiduity  and  diligence  can  collect  indefinitely.  Some  will 
tell  you  you  must  bring  learned  professors  together  to  form 
your  institution.  Let  mo  say,  sir,  this  is  the  very  way  to- 
make  them  so,  by  giving  thora  the  means  and  by  spurring 
their  emulation  as  the  Germans  do,  as  I  shall  state  directly. 
No  one,  except  he  who  has  had  occasion  to  pursue  a  partic- 
ular branch  of  study,  can  feet  the  utter  dearth  of  books  that 
exists  in  this  country — having  myself  had  occasion  lately  to 

Eursue  some  mathematical  researches,  I  had  to  import  two 
undred  dollars  worth  of  books.  In  forming  and  model- 
ing our  institutions  I  consider,  sir,  Germany  and  Prance  as 
the  leading  nations  of  the  civilized  world  on  the  subject  of 
education.  The  vastncss  and  richness  of  their  libraries,  the 
number  and  unwearied  industry  of  their  scientific  and 
learned  men,  the  glorious  emulation  that  exists  amongst 
them,  and  the  singular  felicity  of  their  methods  of  instruc- 
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tion,  have  raised  them  to  this  splendid  elevation.  Having 
been  in  Qermany,  and  being  in  constant  habits  of  familiari^ 
with  learned  Qermans,  I  can  speak  more  particularly  of 
that  great  country  which  forms  a  mighty  ganglion  in  human 
science.  The  universities  of  Germany  are  generally  situa- 
ted in  the  smaller  towns — some  in  mere  villages,  or  what 
would  be  villages  without  them — such,  for  instance,  are 
Halle  and  Gottingen.  There  are  no  buildings  to  distin- 
guish them,  except  one  or  two  halls  for  lectures  and  libra- 
ries ;  the  students  boarding  about  amongst  the  inhabitants. 
There  is  no  parade  of  splendid  buildings ;  the  ornaments  of 
these  universities  are  their  books,  their  collections,  their 
apparatus,  and  the  intellect  of  their  eminent  and  illustrioos 
professors ;  how  could  they  be  otherwise,  with  libraries  of 
80,000, 100,000,  2  and  800,000  volumes.  The  professors  are 
classed  into  the  ordinary,  Tordentliche,)  and  the  extra  or 
extraordinar}^  (ausserordentliche ;)  the  first  are  paid  by  the 

fovernment,  salaries  of  about  $1,500,  our  monej^  and  they 
ave  the  right  of  receiving  gratuitous  fees  from  the  stu- 
dents. The  extra  professors  receive  no  salaries,  but  depend 
entirely  on  gratuitous  fees  from  the  students,  their  diligence 
and  talent  frequently  carry  them  ahead  of  the  ordinaries. 
When  a  vacancy  happens  among  the  ordinary  professorships, 
the  extra  are  next  in  the  line  of  promotion ;  from  this 
arrangement  you  will  perceive  there  are  in  a  German  uni- 
versity several  professors  on  the  same  subject — those  that 
know  the  most  have  the  largest  attendance,  and  take  the 
most  fees,  and  consequently  the  emulation  is  always  stimu- 
lated, and  leads  to  the  most  strenuous  exertions.  There  are 
sometimes  upwards  of  eighty  professors  in  a  university; 
besides  the  professors,  there  are  the  private  dozen  answering 
to  our  tutors,  but  with  more  learning,  who  depend  on  fees, 
and  stand  next  to  the  extras  in  the  line  of  promotion.  In 
modeling  our  university,  I  should  think  this  plan  would  be 
advisable  to  be  adopted.  At  present,  I  am  not  aware  that 
anything  can  be  added  on  this  point;  the  library  is  a  thing 
that  cannot,  perhaps,  be  carried  to  its  utmost  perfection  at 
once,  it  must  be  formed  carefully  and  judiciously — but  of 
the  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  of  which  this  legacy  con- 
sists— Government  should  not  hesitate  to  lav  out  at  once 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  the  purchase  of 
books ;  this  would  form  a  nucleus,  to  which  gradual  addi- 
tions could  be  made  every  year.  The  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  could  be  laid  out  the  most  judiciously  at 
the  great  Leipzig  fairs,  where  almost  all  the  intellectual 
productions  of  Europe  and  America  are  brought  together. 
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The  individuals  who  control  the  Girard  fund  have  employed 
an  individual,  at  the  enormous  salary  of  $4,0Q0  a  vear,  to 
travel  in  Europe,  to  ascertain  the  best  methods  of  instruc- 
tion. I  will  undertake  to  say,  without  vanity,  that  I  will 
flit  here  in  my  office,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  the  Ger- 
man and  French  languages,  I  will,  in  nine  months,  collect 
more  information  on  the  subject  of  education,  than  that  in- 
dividual can  or  will,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  I  will,  without 
charging  Government  a  cent,  except  my  needful  expenses, 
attend  at  the  fairs  of  Leipzig,  and  purchase  in  Germany  and 
France,  a  library  for  the  new  university,  encyclopedic  in  its 
character,  and  for  half  the  price  that  it  could  be  done  in 
England.  The  legacy,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  amounts 
to  $500,000,  if  thereof  $50,000  is  devoted  to  the  purchase 
of  apparatus,  (the  best  can  be  procured  in  Munich,  in  Ger- 
many,) and  $150,000  for  the  library,  you  will  have  $300,000 
to  endow  ten  professorships,  at  $1,500  salary,  arising  from 
the  interest,  at  five  per  cent,  per  annum  of  the  $300,000. 
Congress  must  supply  appropriations  to  erect  a  hall  for  lec- 
tures and  for  the  library  and  apparatus,  and  to  endow  any 
other  professorship  necessary.  There  should  be  one  profes- 
sorship of  pure  mathematics,  one  of  applied  mathematics, 
one  of  astronomy,  one  of  the  other  branches  of  physics,  or 
what  we  commonly  call  natural  philosophy ;  one  of  natural 
history,  for  it  is  a  disgraceful  fact  that  m  none  of  our  col- 
leges do  they  teach  Cuvier,  Bufibn,  Oken,  or  our  own  Wil- 
son and  Audubon.  One  professorship  arising  out  of  the 
last,  to  wit :  for  the  science  of  rearing  and  taking  care  of 
all  domestic  animals  and  agricultural  products.  One  would 
suppose  that  these  two  last  professorships  would  be  of  some 
use  in  a  country  whose  riches  arise  from  their  sheep ^  their  horseSy 
and  if  not  now,  in  a  very  short  time,  from  their  silk  worms. 
Education  begins  now  to  be  a  synonymous  term  with  the 
progressive  advancement  of  our  race,  and  of  these  things 
men  have  begun  to  studv  the  philosophy — one  of  chem- 
istry, theoretical,  one  of  cliemistry,  applied  to  manufacture, 
one  of  chemistry  applied  to  agriculture.  Let  me  say,  that 
on  this  subject  professorships  cannot  be  too  much  multi- 
plied— it  is  the  great  lever  of  the  world — one  of  oriental 
languages,*  one  of  modern  languages,t  one  of  Latin  and 

*N.  B. — I  would  add  that  our  relations  begin  to  multiply  with  the  East 
in  embassies,  and  our  missionaries  want  the  Oriental  proiessorship. 

f  Almost  every  civilized  country  deems  it  necessary  that  their  diplomatic 
agents  should  be  able  to  converse  with  the  people  to  whom  they  are  sent : — 
does  ours  ?    Then  the  professorship  of  modern  European  languages  would 

be  of  use. 
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Greek,  one  of  philology,  criticism,  logic,  and  metaphysics. 
As  an  university  should  embrace  the  whole  round  of  humaD 
science.  Congress  should  come  to  the  aid  of  the  legacy ;  yoo 
should  have  a  faculty  of  medicine  and  law.  The  faculty  of 
medicine  should  embrace,  besides  surgery,  anatomy,  botany^ 
practice  of  medicine,  one  of  physiology  and  patholoCT;  the 
nomeopathic  materia  medica  and  practice  of  meoicines,  besides 
the  old  allopathic  system,  for  which,  I  assure  you,  sir,  as  an 
individual,  I  have  the  most  sovereign  contempt.  The  old 
system  of  therapeutics,  I  suppose,  must  be  taught  for  fesh- 
ion's  sake,  but  its  hour  has  tolled.  These,  sir,  are  a  few  of 
the  ideas  that  have  occurred  to  me  relative  to  the  formation 
of  an  university. 

I  am  desirous  of  seeing  my  country  advance,  and  wo 
never  shall  advance  unless  we  found  our  institutions  npoD 
other  models  than  those  which  such  wretched  seminaries  as 

college  and  others  of  the  like  kind  present  through  onr 

country.  Xet  us  have  an  institution  where  men  can  be  in- 
structed, and  not  a  grammar  school,  where  even  the  rudi- 
ments of  learning  are  badly  imbibed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  dear  sir,  your  friend  and  fel- 
low citizen,  Horatio  Hubbell. 

To  Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

From  The  Southern  Literary  Messenger ^  Hichmondy  Va.,  1838, 

Vol.  F,  p.  828. 

/j  The  time  is  rapidlv  approachine  when  the  Congress  of 

-■]  the  United  States  will  be  compelled,  by  considerations  too 

strong  to  be  resisted,  to  give  effect  to  the  munificent  bequest 
of  Mr.  Smithson,  by  the  establishment  of  an  institute  at 
the  seat  of  the  National  Government,  for  the  "  diffusion  of 
knowledge  amonp  men.^^  In  view  of  this  important  move- 
ment, and  feehng  a  deep  interest  in  the  successful  accom- 
plishment of  a  scheme  which  promises  so  much  benefit  to 
succeeding  generations,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  address 
various  inquiries  to  an  accomplished  friend,  in  relation  to 
Mr.  Smithson  himself,  as  well  as  the  proposed  institution  at 
Washington.  The  answer  to  the  first  part  of  our  inquiries^ 
relating  to  the  character  and  philosophical  opinions  of  the 
testator,  we  have  now  the  pleasure  of  spreading  before  our 
readers,  and  we  hope,  in  the  January  number  of  the  Mes- 
sender,  to  furnish  our  correspondent's  views,  in  detail,  of 
the  best  system  of  instruction  which  can  be  devised  in  fal- 
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fillmeiit  of  the  testator's  inteutioDS,  and  which  shall,  at  the 
eame  time,  be  best  adapted  to  the  wants  and  genius  of  the 
American  people.  Our  obliging  eorreBpondent,  by  his  coa- 
nectiou  with  learned  institutions  in  this  country,  and  famil- 
iar acquaintance  with  those  in  Europe,  could  have  no  supe- 
rior in  the  accomplishment  of  the  task  whioh  we  have  used 
the  freedom  to  solicit  at  his  hands, — ^,  Lit.  Mes. 


Mr.  Tb.  W.  White. 

My  Deab  Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  duly,  and  reply, 
with  much  pleasure,  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  character  of  the  late  Mr.  Smitbson,  is  certainly  very 
much  misunderstood  among  us.  That  a  man  of  a  philo- 
BOphic  turn  of  mind,  of  few  wants,  and  a  retired  hanit  of 
life,  should  in  process  of  time  acquire  a  competent  fortune, 
is  not  at  all  strange.  As  to  the  way  in  which  ho  thought 
tit  to  dispose  of  his  property,  the  very  act  itself  bears  the 
mark  of  a  most  noble  generosity,  and  is  a  public  token  of 
the  opinions  of  a  learned  foreigner  ou  our  institutions  and 
Government. 

The  first  duty  of  an  executor,  is  to  perform  faithfully  the 
wishes  of  the  testator — as  lar  as  he  can  understand  them. 
His  acceptance  of  the  trust  is  his  own  act.  But  once  having 
undertaken  that  task,  be  is  bound  by  the  laws  of  uU  socie- 
ties to  pro(;eed  to  its  completion. 

The  United  States  can  do  nothing  in  this  matter,  except 
what  is  dictated  by  the  lotliest  principles  of  honor.  There 
is  that  sensitiveness  among  qs,  origmating  in  a  feeling  of 
national  pride,  which  shrinks  I'rom  anything  having  even 
the  remotest  appearance  of  a  misappropriation  for  sell-ag- 
grandizement. Wo  are  an  exceedingly  wenlthy  people — 
we  need  not  foreign  eleemosynary  aid  to  equip  exploring 
expeditions  or  erect  an  astronomical  observatory. 

Our  general  Government  has  undertaken  an  important 
duty,  it  has  received  from  the  hands  of  an  Eui^^pean  phi- 
losopKijr  a  certain  sum  of  money,  binding  itself  to  apply  it, 
in  conformity  to  his  wishes,  for  the  iSffusion  of  useful 
knowledge.  A  spectacle  ao  singular  has  not  perhaps  been 
exhibited  before.  We  have  undertaken  to  perform  a  great 
duty  for  our  fellow  men  and  for  posterity.  The  eyes  of  the 
learned  in  all  parts  of  the  world  are  upon  us — it  is  a  point 
on  which  national  integrity  and  national  honor  are  con- 
cerned— a  point  on  which  party  feeling  must  not  bear.  We 
all  know  that  some  doubts  have  been  raised  as  to  the  pro- 
priety, or  even  the  power  of  Government,  to  do  what  it  has. 
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Bvtt  what  ia  done,  is  irrevooable— it  miut  Dot  be  writtsB  ia 
Amerioao  history,  that  when  this  Bepabtio  was  oalled  i^on 
to  ud  in  the  caoM  of  the-difihsion  of  knowledge  aod  virtM 
among  mankind,  it  made  the  attempt,  and  nilad  from  i>- 
competency. 

"mth  the  htte  Ur.  Bmithson  I  was  never  acquaiDted.  Ha 
spent  much  of  his  time  on  the  (Katinent,  and, It  is  eaiA^  wm 
a  man  of  reserved  habits.  Yoa  know  already  that  he  oil- 
tivated  with  mach  asndoity  chemical  porBiuts;  bnt  very 
few  are  aware,  that  he  wro/^  to  some  extent,  on  these  tafHia. 
An  idea  of  his  feelings  ana  tnm  of  mind  may  be  gathered 
from  these  papers. 

His  passion  for  chemistry  appears  to  have  eommeneed 
early  in  life,  uid  continued  to  its  dose.  He  seems  to  hate 
been  on  terms  of  fiuniliar  acqaaintance  with  Dr.  Bla<^  aad 
some  of  the  leading  membos  of  the  old  Soottidk  auMid. 
There  is  extant  a  letter  from  the  fotmer  geotieman  to  Un, 
dated  1790 ;  its  conclnBi<Hi  mns — 

<■  We  have  no  dmnloal  now*— I  un  Mnnlojad  la  ammtnlu  the  Tniltil 
waten,  bat  ium  oftao  baaa  iutwniptM— i  nerw  kowd  Mb>*  af  tti' 

Si«rU-Hka  erfitab  of  buTtM  Hnte,  nor  «f  tho  land  utd  aew  vara  ftna 
•w  Holland.  XndUtinot  nportaof  new  malali  hava  Madwd  Ba,liutao 
partlaalafa.  Boms  ftartber  aoeonat  et  tbete  tiring*  fton  700,  wiD  tMnibn 
M  7017  a8T«Mbl«.  Dr.  Htttton  JoIm  bh  In  wnpUiMals  to  jou,  aad  vh^ 
lag  yoa  au  good  thiaga, 

"  I  am,  dur  sir,  your  MthtUI,  humble  servant, 

"  JoespB  Bi^cK." 

The  Dr.  Hutton  here  mentioned,  was  the  same  philoso- 
pher who  made  bo  distingniBfaed  a  figure  in  Geology,  aa  the 
antagonist  of  the  celebrat«d  German,  Werner. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  century,  there  used 
to  be  publiehed  in  London  a  monthly  scientific  Journal, 
known  under  the  name  of  Nicholson's  magazine ;  it  after- 
wards gave  way  to  the  Annals  of  Philosophy,  commenced 
about  1813  by  Dr.  Thomas  Thomson.  To  the  pages  erf 
both  these  works,  Mr.  Smithson  was  a  contributor.  I  re- 
member formerly  to  have  seen,  in  a  number  of  Nicholson 
for  1808,  ah  account  of  the  analysis  of  a  mineral  performed 
by  him ;  the  signature  to  it  is  James  Smithson,  Esq.,  P.  it. 
S.  Whether  this  is  a  misprint  for  F.  R.  S.,  or  not,  I  hsw^ 
not  now  the  means  of  knowing.  It  struck  me,  at  the^"*" 
that  it  must  have  been  an  error,  for  I  have  never  h 
he  had  been  President  of  the  Royal  Society.  H^j| 
'  ever,  a  fellow  of  It,  and  very  often  battfl" 
read  before  it.  Some  of  yoiir,J 
the  transactions  of  t 
mine  this  interest 
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Yoli  have  asked  me,  to  tell  you  any  partic^ulars  in  refer- 
ence to  his  philosophical  or  other  opinions.  That  he  waa  a 
man  of  much  acumen  in  these  matters,  a  paper  read  before 
the  Society  in  1813  may  serve  to  show.  It  is  stated,  that 
wheu  he  was  in  Italy  in  1794,  a  subetauce  that  had  been 
ejected  from  Vesuvius  was  given  to  him  for  examination, 
and  he  ascertained,  after  some  trials,  that  it  consisted 
chiefly  of  sulphate  of  potash ;  on  re-examinina:  it  with 
more  accuracy,  he  determined  it  to  be  a  very  complex  saline 
compound.  By  way  of  introduction  to  his  paper,  he  gives 
a  view  of  his  ideas  about  the  origin  of  the  earth.  In  Ijis 
opinion,  it  was  either  a  sun  or  a  comet,  and  was  hrought 
into  the  state  in  which  it  now  is,  by  undergoing  combustion 
on  its  surface.  The  volcanoes  are  relics  of  this  original 
combustion,  and  the  materials  were  the  metallic  bases  of 
which  the  primitive  strata  are  composed.  As  a  proof  that 
these  primitive  strata  have  been  formed  by  combustion,  he 
mentions  that  "garnets,  hornblende,  and  other  crystals 
found  in  them,  contain  no  water;  and  that  little  or  no 
■water  is  to  be  found  in  the  primitive  strata  themselves." 
This  paper  is  in  the  Transactions  for  1813. 

So  you  see,  he  bad  come,  by  chemical  reasoning,  to  a 
conclusion  similar  to  that  which  Fourier  was  contempora- 
neously publishing  in  France,  as  the  result  of  mathematical 
investigation,  that  the  earth  is  nothing  more  than  an  en- 
crusted star. 

Sometime  after  this,  ho  commenced  an  investigation  into 
tlic  nature  of  the  colors  of  vegetables  and  insects;  he  no- 
ticed that  the  red  color  of  flowers,  is  occasionally  produced 
by  the  union  of  carbonic  acid  witli  a  blue  substance. 

In  a  letter  written  at  Rome,  in  1819,  and  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Annals  of  Philosophy  the  same  year,  respect- 
ing a  remarkable  mineral  of  lead,  lie  makes  allusion  to  one 
of  the  ablest  of  his  contemporary  chemists:  "The  first 
discovery  of  the  composition  of  this  singular  substance 
belongs,  however,  to  my  illustrious  and  unfortunate  friend, 
and  indeed  distant  relative,  the  late  Smithson  Tennant." 
This  gentleman  was  professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Cambridge — he  was  the  son  of  a  Yorkshire  clergy- 
man— was  early  in  life  deprived  of  liis  father;  his  mother 
was  killed  by  being  thrown  from  her  horse,  whilst  riding 
beside  hira.  He  himself,  by  a  similar  accident,  bad  his 
collar-bone  broken,  many  years  after;  and  by  a  third  re- 
markable coincidence,  lost  his  life.  But  the  story  is  singu- 
lar— I  will  tell  it  you. 

Mr.  Tennant  and  Baron  Bulow,  a  German  officer,  after  the 
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peace  of  181i,  had  been  traveling  on  tlie  ooQtineat,  and  w- 
rived  at  Calus,  with  anewt^croasingthe  channel  to  Dover; 
they  were,  however,  detained  sevenil  daya  by  the  indwa- 
ency  of  the  weather.  They  attempted  to  oet  to  fionlofpie, 
to  trv  the  chance  of  a  passage  ftom  there,  but  the  venel  in 
which  they  embarked  was  forced  to  pnt  back.  To  past 
time,  they  afreod  to  take  horses,  look  around  the  ooantry 
and  riew  a  fort  near  Bonaparte's  pillar.  At  the  enteanoe 
of  thk  fort  waa  a  deep  foeee,  which  was  approached  over  a 
fixed  bridge,  and  then  over  a  drawbridge,  that  turned  upon 
a  pivot;  ^e  end  nearest  them  was  commonly  fastened  l^  a 
bolt,  hut  it  happened  that  this  had  been  stolen  a  fortni^ 
before,  and  had  not  been  replaced.  They  did  not  discover 
this.  As  the  bridge  was  too  narrow  for  both  to  ride  abreast, 
the  Baron  went  hrat,  bat  perceiving  that  the  bridge  wm 
rinking,  he  attempted  to  gaUop  over,  and  called  to  faia  fncmd 
to  go  back.  It  was  too  late;  both  were  precipitated  into 
the  fosse,  and  though  hia  companion  was  hardly  hart.  Pro- 
fessor Tenoant  was  taken  up  fhun  under  his  horse,  and 
died  a  lew  hours  after. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  different  p^wrs  nnblidted' 
by  Mr.  Smitbson,  which  are  in  my  librai^.  Bemde  tiiese, 
mere  are  many  others  in  English  and  fbreign  joomals  tbst 
I  have  not  seen :  "^ 

1.  A  few  remarks  relative  to  the  coloring  matter  of  some 
vegetables  and  insects. 

1.  Analysis  of  a  saline  substance,  ejected  from  Monnt 
Vesuvius. 

8.  On  a  substance  from  the  elm  tree,  called  ulmin. 

4.  On  native  hydrous  aluminate  of  lead,  or  pJomb- 
gomme. 

5.  On  a  native  compound  of  snlphuret  of  lead  and  arse- 
nic. 

6.  On  a  fibrous  metallic  copper. 

7.  On  a  native  combination  of  sulphate  of  bariam  ana 
fluoride  of  calcium. 

8.  On  some  capillary  metallic  tin. 

9.  On  the  detection  of  very  minute  quantities  of  arsenic 
and  mercury. 

10.  Some  improvements  in  common  lamps. 
11..  On  the  crystaliinc  form  of  ice. 

12.  On  the  means  of  discriminating  between  1^B> 
of  barium  and  strontium.  ^*" 

13.  On  the  discovery  ' 

14.  A  discovery  of  o 

15.  On  an  improve! 
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1 16.  A  method  of  fixing  particles  on  the  sappare. 

\  17.  On  some  compouuas  of  fiuoriae. 

f  18.  An  examinution  of  some  Egyptian  colors. 

19.  Some  observations  on  Mr.  Penn's  theory,  concerning 
the  formation  of  the  Xirkdale  cave. 

20.  Remarks  on  a  balance. 

The  paper  on  Egyptian  colors,  contains  some  curious 
facts  in  reference  to  the  pigments  used  by  that  ancient  peo- 
ple for  staining  glass  and  painting  generally. 

His  observations  on  Penn's  theory,  would  be  reatl  with 
some  interest — they  show  the  author's  physico-theological 
opinions  on  some  contested  points.     The  tbilowing  are  ex-  i 
tracts : 

"  Sa  observer  of  tbi  earlh  can  doubt  ibat  it  bos  undergonu  very  consid- 
ernblo  changes.  Its  stratB  are  over^whcro  brohon  and  diBorderi?'d,  and  la 
many  of  them  arc  enclosed  Ibo  remains  of  innumerable  beinga  vhicb  once 
huU  liCc,  and  tbeea  beings  appcur  to  bavo  been  strangors  to  the  climalos,  in 
whieb  their  romainB  now  exist. 

"  In  a  book,  bcld  by  a  largo  portion  of  mankind  to  liavo  been  written 
from  divine  laEpirntioD,  an  univereal  deluge  is  recorded.  It  was  nalural 
for  the  believers  in  this  deluge,  to  refer  to  Its  action  all  or  many  of  the 
pbcnotncna  in  question,  and  the  more  so  as  Ihcy  eecmed  to  find  in  them 
ft  corroboration  of  the  event. 

"Accordingly,  Ibis  is  what  was  done  as  soon  as  any  desire  to  account  for 
the«o  appearances  on  tba  earth  became  felt.  The  euccces,  hovcver,  vras  not 
euch  as  to  oblain  Ibo  general  aiacnt  of  the  learned,  and  Ibo  attempt  fell 
into  neglect  and  oblivion, 

"Able  bands  JiavD  lately  undertaken  tho  revival  of  tbia  system.  Hr. 
Penn  has  endeavored  to  reconeila  it  with  the  fact*  of  tho  Kirkdale  cave, 
which  appeared  to  bo  Etronftly  inimical  to  it. 

"Acquainted  with  Mr.  Penn's  opiniona  only  from  the  'Analysis  of  the 
Supplement  to  the  Comparative  Estimate,'  in  Ihc  Journal  of  the  Bo;i,1 
Institution,  *  *  1  have  hesitated  long  about  communicating  tfae  present 
oUcrvatioD?,  which  presented  Ibomselves  during  the  perusal  of  tho  aboT«> 
mentioned  slender  abstract, 

"  I  bavo  yielded  to  a  sense  of  [be  importance  of  the  eubject  in  more  thas 
one  respect, 'and  of  the  uncorlalnty  when  I  shall  acquire  ampler  iatiife 
tion  at  moro  voluminous  sources — (oa  eonrUeion  Chat  il  it  tn  hi*  kmnaUdpt, 
thnt  man  has  found  hit  greatness  and  his  happincu,  the  high  <wiierlari^ 
uAtcA  he  holds  over  the  other  animals  which  inhiMt  the  earth  vith  mm,  aM 
eanaeqatntly  that  no  ignorance  itprobabiy  viithaut  loss  to  him,  no  errvr  sitt 
out  evil — and  that  it  is  Iborefore  preferablo  to  urge  unwarranted  innht^ 
which  can  only  occasion  additional  light  U>  become  oliciled,  llian  t»  nafc  iff 
silence  to  let  n  question  settle  to  rest,  while  any  unsupporlnl  wKtamftiMmm 
•re  involved  in  it." 

I  have  taken  tho  liberty  of  italicizing  here,  to  call  M'-yvair 
attention  how  deeply  impressed  was  the  mind  uf  tli»aM« 
ffith  the  importance  of  the  diflusion  of  ceeitj.  n» 
XEOQE.     A  few  years  after,  he  loft^'c*  hi*  wl»**i" 
p  out  tho  sentiment  he  hero  expreaevti. 

"■  !b,  for  which  see  "  WriUofa  of  Jmw  MM 
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ter  of  this  philanthropist  and  philosopher.  If  you  think 
proper  to  publish  any  part  of  these  fects  in  your  excellent 
journal,  they  are  entirely  at  your  service,  firroneons  im- 
pressions of  the  character  of  a  good  man  ought  to  be  cleared 
away. 

As  to  your  second  request,  that  I  would  indicate  some- 
thing of  the  nature  of  the  proposed  institution,  if  I  can  find 
time  I  will  give  you  a  few  thoughts.  A  determination  oo 
this  point  is  not  difficult ;  we  ought  to  be  guided  by  the 
known  wishes  of  the  testator;  by  the  wants  of  education 
generally ;  and,  lastly,  by  a  consideration  of  what  modifica- 
tions are  needed  to  make  it  harmonize  with  principles  and 
institutions  existing  among  us. 

*  *  *  *  Ha  Ha  nn 

And  believe  me,  yours  truly,  A 


JYom  The  Southern  Literary  Messenger^  Richmond^  Fa.,  1840, 

Vol  Vly  p.  25. 

We  publish  below  our  correspondent's  second  letter  upon 
this  important  subject.  We  sincerely  commend  it  to  the 
attention  and  consideration  of  our  readers.  Everv  friend 
to  the  cause  of  education — every  lover  of  the,  welfare  and 
progress  of  his  country — must  be  deeply  interested  as  to  the 
result  which  shall  dispose  of  this  bequest.  We  occupy  a 
wide  domain  of  country.  It  has  been  bought  with  bloody 
and  is  sacred  to  freedom — ^it  is  filling  up  with  an  energetic 
and  industrious  population,  and  it  must  be  the  theatre  of 
mighty  action.  It  is  so  already.  The  springs  of  enterprise 
are  in  wide-spread  operation  among  us.  Towns  -spring  up 
as  by  magic  in  the  wilderness,  factories  line  almost  every 
stream,  and  mills  are  toiling  on  every  cataract.  The  bugle 
of  the  boatman  startles  the  distant  recesses  of  the  west,  and 

Eonderous  wains,  laden  with  precious  stores,  glide  past  us 
y  the  hundred.  Tne  rail  car  thunders  from  peopled  mart 
to  peopled  mart,  through  ancient  solitudes  and  the  abodes 
of  the  panther,  and  the  roar  of  the  steam-bar^e  is  heard 
from  the  waters  of  the  great  Mississippi  to  the  &r  banks  of 
the  Penobscot  Our  white  sails  are  sheeting  over  the  foam- 
ing billows  of  every  known  sea,  and  fire-winced  ships  are 
speeding  to  and  fro,  between  us  and  the  Old  Worla,  con- 
tinually. Our  streets  are  blockaded  with  jars  and  boxes  and 
bales,  and  our  wharves  are  enforested  by  the  masts  of  every 
nation  of  the  civilized  globe.    From  mom  to  night,  cease- 


I   BEQCEST.      871 

IcBslj,  from  loom  and  forge  and  mill  and  warehouse,  from 
street  and  Btream,  there  is  one  great  roar  and  clangor  and 
tumult  of  buBineSB. 

But,  we  ask,  is  this  all  that  shall  be  said  of  us  ?  Shall  the 
monuments  which  we  build  op  in  this  vaet  arena,  and  with 
all  our  elements  of  power,  be  nothing  but  magnificent 
fabrics — evidences  only  of  our  wealth  and  our  physical 
strength?  Shall  we  cleave  archways  through  tbe  solid 
granite,  and  link  distant  regions  with  bands  of  iron,  and 
rear  splendid  dwellings,  and  build  forges  and  wharves  and 
bridges  and  mills — shall  we  do  all  this,  and  yet  add  nothing 
to  the  treasury  of  mind  ?  Shall  we  make  no  disco\'eries  in 
seimce — shall  we  open  no  new,  broad  fields  of  knowledge  f 
We  trust  that  we  shall  not  so  forget  the  nobler  ends  of 
man — that  we  shall  not  he  so  false  to  the  great  Idea  of  the 
age.  We  trust  that  we  shall  pile  up  monuments  more 
durable  than  fabrics  of  marble.  We  entirely  agree  with 
our  correspondent,  in  the  opinion  that  in  disposing  of  this 
bequest,  the  design  of  the  testator  should  be  ascertained 
and  strictly  carried  out.  We  agree  with  him  also  thus  far, 
that  if  much  that  is  taught  under  the  present  system  of 
education  is  not  useless,  much  is  tw/  taught,  or  is  but 
slightly  heeded,  that  is  eminently  essential  to  true  knowl- 
edge and  to  progress.  He  thinks  us  "too  literary"  to  coin- 
cide with  his  views.  We  are  not  so  much  so  as  to  disagree 
with  him  in  his  idea  of  the  objects  of  the  institution  pro- 
posed below.  Literature  and'science,  in  our  view,  go  hand 
in  hand,  and  both  have  their  mission  to  perform  in  develop- 
ing all  the  faculties  of  "The  Mind."  Let  the  disposition  of 
this  legacy  in  the  way  proposed  by  Delta,  be  one  step  which 
our  legislators  shall  take  towards  accomplishing  something, 
in  this  highly  favored  portion  of  the  globe,  for  the  menial 
welfare  not  only  of  the  country  but  of  the  age — of  the  race. 
We  beg  pardon  of  our  readers  if  we  have  detained  them 
too  long  irom  the  article  of  our  correspondent.  Once  more 
we  request  them  to  peruse  it  attentively  and  reflectingly. 
Independent  of  the  cause  which  it  advocates  with  so  much 
power,  they  will  find  it  a  choice  specimen  of  strong  and 
manly  composition.  Let  them  be  prepared  to  act,  and  to 
act  rightly,  upon  the  question  of  the  Smithsonian  Bequest. 
— £d.  So.  Lit.  Mess. 
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Mb.  Th.  W.  White. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  received  youre  of  the  6th  inet.  duly,  and 
though  much  pressed  with  business,  hasten  to  comply  with 
your  request. 

It  would  have  given  me  pleasure  to  have  seen  this  subject 
treated  of  by  others,  whose  opiniona  on  the  course  of  educa- 
tion agree  better  with  those  current  than  mine.  Suchus 
they  are,  I  do  not  shrink  from  avowing  them.  Tou  will 
receive  them,  as  the  deliberate  conviction  of  a  man  who  baa 
seen  life  not  alone  in  the  closet  but  also  in  the  world;  wLo 
has  passed  through  seasons  of  adversity  aa  well  as  times  of 

firosperity,  conditions  which  are  incident  to  us  all;  who, 
laving  been  brought  up  in  the  very  system  he  here  con- 
demns, has  had  the  opportunity  of  observing  its  results,  Dot 
only  in  the  activity  of  cities,  where  they  say  refinement  pre- 
vails, but  also  in  the  solitudes  of  the  forest ;  a  man  who  is 
unskilful  in  the  harmony  of  words,  and  speaks  only  of  pluD 
facts;  whose  lot  has  cast  him  where  information  on  these 
matters  might  have  been  obtained ;  who  has  but  few  sym- 
pathies for  the  cause  of  public  education  as  it  now  exists, 
and  has  learned  to  regard  it  aa  based  upon  an  erroneoua 
view  of  the  character  and  wants  of  mankind — producing  a 
forced  state  of  society — and  as  an  eminent  obstacle  to  uie 
progress  of  the  human  intellect. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  traca  the  history  of  tlie  system  of 
education  adopted  on  this  continent,  and  in  many  parts  of 
Europe,  to  its  remote  origin.  The  dark  ages  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  regard,  ae  a  kind  of  relapse  of  the  whole  human 
family  from  a  state  of  enlightenment  into  one  of  deep  ob- 
scurity; but  there  is  such  a  thing  as  the  uind  of  the  woiai>, 
which  is  not  liable  to  these  vicissitudes,  and  undergoes  no 
change  except  that  of  development.  No  part  of  Europe, 
even  in  the  Augustan  age,  was  possessed  of  any  store  of 
knowledge  which  was  likely  to  be  durable — for  poetry  and 
letters  generally,  are  not  the  property  of  the  whole  human 
race,  but  simply  that  of  individual  nations,  and  hence  are 
liable  to  be  affected  by  the  rise  and  fall  of  empires.  Those 
faint  and  uncertain  indications  of  light  which  we  trace  in 
the  history  of  Greet^e,  were  hut  the  radiations  of  a  brighter 
day  which  was  shining  in  the  East;  for  the  sun  of  knoivl- 
edgo  never  rose  on  Europe  until  the  beginning  of  the  thir- 
teenth century — the  pale  crescent  of  the  Saracens  was  hie 
harbinger.  Europe  could  never  lapse  from  a  state  to  which 
she  had  never  attained.     I  know  that  you  will  not  partici- 
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Ste  with  me  in  tbe^  views.  You  will  tell  me  that  the 
tins  and  the  Greeks  were  tAe  nun ;  bat.  sir,  poeteritr  will 
Bareljr  learn  to  estimate  the  ralae  of  races  of  men,  only  by 
their  oontribntioo  to  the  common  stock  of  human  n-is<lom 
and  baman  greatne«B :  the  ^neid  is  the  property  of  Italy — 
the  printing  press  the  property  of  the  Cnirerse. 

"When  Peter  the  Hermit  preached  the  Orosades,  he  little 
dreamed  what  wonM  be  the  result  of  his  ministratioDS. 
The  savage  tribes  that  went  from  the  shores  of  'Western 
Earope,  brought  back  with  them  from  Damascus  and  As- 
calon  a  learcD  which  speedily  learened  the  whole  lump. 
A  spirit  of  inquiry  was  generated — the  etndy  of  what  was 
designated  by  the  monks  of  those  days,  the  ancient  languages 
— a  misnomer  which  has  dvsccnded  even  to  us — was  com- 
menced with  avidity;  and  knights  and  noblemen,  who  bat 
a  few  years  before  could  neither  read  nor  write,  pored  over 
the  Iliad  with  raptures,  and  became  subtle  casuists  in  the 
philosophy  of  Aristotle.  The  monastic  institution,  then 
prevalent  all  over  Europe,  gave  a  tint  to  learning — for  be- 
cause the  monks  found  it  necessary  to  read  the  wortra  of 
the  fathers  in  their  original  tongues,  they  asserted  that  this 
transcended  all  other  knowledge;  and  so  loudly  ond  so  well 
did  they  pursue  their  asseverations,  that  even  in  the  nine- 
teenth century  we  find  men  who  will  scarcely  believe  that 
there  have  existed  conquerors  more  successfiil  than  Csesar — 
empires  richer  and  more  extensive  than  that  of  Rome — 
people  as  civilized  and  as  enlightened  as  the  Grecians, 

The  genius  of  Lord  Vernlam  had  already  taught  men  the 
true  method  of  becoming  powerful  and  wise,  when  Xewton 
■was  born.  This  man.  gifted  for  a  few  years  by  Providence 
with  a  most  gigantic  intellect — which,  when  it  had  accom- 
plished the  deiiigned  object,  was  withdrawn  from  him — has 
exercised  an  influence  of  no  common  kind  on  the  destinies  of 
his  race.  The  inductive  method  of  philosophy  was  crowned 
with  a  scries  of  the  most  brilliant  results;  but  even  here, 
where  we  might  least  expect  it,  we  find  a  pmnenesa  of  the 
human  mind  to  wander  into  error.  A  tribe  of  bastard 
eciencea  has  arisen — the  sciences  of  (he  mi'nd — the  ille^ti- 
roate  o&pring  of  the  union  of  the  philosophy  of  Bacon,  in 
it«  first  years  of  wantonness  and  youth,  with  the  shrivelled 
metaphysics  of  the  old  schools.  An  Alexandrian  philosopher 
is  said  to  have  told  the  king  of  Egypt,  that  there  was  no  royal 
road  to  science;  but  we,  in  these  latter  days  of  refinement, 
have  found  one — a  method  which  gives  to  superlicial  learn- 
ing the  appearance  of  wisdom,  and  to  crude  ideas  and  child- 
ish speculations  the  aspect  of  a  perfect  science — like  the 
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vdnon  <tf  a  kaleidoBCopOi  whidi  tranmose  pieeea  of  8tim» 
and  fragmenti  of  broken  glass,  into  mnxm  ci  beauty  aai 
i^mmetrieel  shapes. 

And  thnsit  comes  to  psss,  that  the  course  of  ovenlahis 
entailed  cm  nsa system  of  eineatioii  of  aaoathetarogsneoii 
character.  I  do  not  now  qpeak  of  profesMoiial  ednestisa^ 
but  limit  these  remavks  strietfy  to  wbat  ia  dcme  in  ov  GqI» 
l^es  and  Univerritiee;  fixr  in  common  witii  BKMfc  of  Aa 
schools  of  Bnrope,  we  tiiiere  flive  instmction  in  onty  iNr 
depMtments.  Ist  Andent  Sangoages.  Sd.  Iitauefltmi 
Science.  8d.  Ifathematica;  and  4flk  Phynes-^^wliidi  kit 
are  inseparably  allied.  I  need  har^  say,  that  I  eaaoiad; 
for  obvions  reasons,  all  inddmttal  conrses  of  kaatraetioa 
which  are  institnted  fhmi  seeondaiy  or  interested  motifss. 
A  professorship  of  Poetiy  is  Indicroos;  no  man  eaqpeels  a 
professor  of  belles-lettres  to  write  with  eleganee  faia  mothsr 
tongue;  and  every  ode  knows  that  the  (mly  efibetive  pnK 
fessor  of  history  is  a^oorf  fi^t^* 

Bhonld  CSongress,  m  its  wisdom,  ever  see  fit  to  fiiond  ki 
the  aty  (tf  Washington  a  National  XTniversity— a  rival  ta 
the  old  oniverdties  of  Earope<^t  would  give  mo  pleesoie 
to  bdar  that  all  these  sulgects,  even  such  aa  I  have  eeeti* 
mented  on,  were  taoght  there;  bat  the  ftmda  ^ven  for  As 
establishment  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute  will  not  besr 
such  an  expansion.  Those  subjects  alone  must  be  taught 
which  come  within  the  intention  of  the  donor,  and  others 
introduced  only  as  specific  means  are  provided  for  them. 
Let  us  then  try  to  ascertain  what  is  meant  by  the  **  diffasion 
of  knowledge  amon^men/' 

An  Arabian  merchant,  who  lived  at  Surat,  and  exchanged 
the  gold  dust  and  ivory  which  he  brought  firom  Afiica  for 
the  silk  shawls  and  gums  of  India,  had  amassed  a  consider- 
able fortune  by  his  traffic.  He  had  an  only  son,  whom  be 
desired  to  bring  up  to  his  own  business.  When  the  boy 
came  to  be  six  years  of  age,  his  father  called  a  meeting  of 
his  kinsfolk  and  friends,  to  consult  with  them  as  to  the 
course  of  his  son's  education.  Among  the  rest  there  came 
a  certain  Mufti,  who  spoke,  with  an  oracular  voice,  as  fol- 
lows: ^^My  friend,  thou  sayest  it  is  thy  intention  to  maka 
thy  son  a  trader — now  hear  my  advice.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  profession  of  a  merchant  requires  great  qi 
of  counsel,  ^reat  promptitude  of  action,  and  an 
integrity.  Our  fathers,  for  some  centm 
on  a  preparatory  course  of  instrui  " 
produce  these  results.  W' 
nesses  of  the  correctn* 
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known  to  you  all,  my  friends,  that  about  three  thousand 
years  ago  there  existed  in  those  regions  where  the  Nile 
empties  its  waters  into  the  great  sea  a  race  of  men  skilled 
in  all  human  wisdom  and  the  divination  of  counsels — from 
whom,  as  it  is  reported,  we  have  received  whatever  it  is 
desirable  for  us  to  know.  Procure,  therefore,  for  this  boy, 
a  man  well  skilled  in  the  learning  of  that  ancient  people, 
who  shall  teach  him  to  decypher  their  languge,  indoctrinate 
him  into  their  customs,  and  initiate  him  into  their  religion. 
Now,  although  the  gods  of  this  people  were  guilty  of  certain 
excesses,  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  the  study  of  this  very 
thing  shall  lead  the  boy  to  virtue,  as  also  the  reading  of 
their  curious  hieroglyphs  shall  give  him  a  correct  knowledge 
of  the  dialect  of  Mecca.  I  would  also  have  him  taught  the 
writings  of  the  ancient  Sabeans — a  people  residing  m  a  re- 
mote period  in  Persia — and  by  no  means  omit  to  translate 
ten  thousand  words  of  the  poetry  of  Chinese,  which  will 
give  him  a  taste  for  beauty  of  composition,  and  doubtless 
enable  him  to  write  a  fair  commercial  hand.  When  he  has 
completed  about  twelve  years  in  these  pursuits,  I  would  let 
him  journey  to  view  the  pyramids,  or  contemplate  the  cave 
of  Elephanta — objects  which  will  expand  his  mind  to  a  con- 
ception of  the  sublime  and  beautiful.  This  done,  thy  son 
shall  then  have  his  mind  so  sharpened  as  to  receive  with 
avidity  the  secrets  of  the  trading  life,  and  shall  prove  a  suc- 
cessful merchant.     Ye  have  my  words." 

There  also  was  present  the  partner  of  the  boy's  father,  a 
man  of  uncommanding  appearance  and  unready  delivery, 
but  who  feeling  much  interest  for  the  son  of  his  friend,  rose 
and  spake :  "  Ye  have  heard  what  the  learned  Mutti  hath 
said.  I  am  a  man  slow  of  comprehension — that  cannot 
understand  what  the  learning  of  the  Egyptians  or  the  Chinese 
hath  to  do  with  us — one  that  would  suppose  it  better  to  learn 
Arabic  by  studying  Arabic,  than  to  learn  Arabic  by  study- 
ing hieroglyphics.  In  my  youth  I  traversed  many  nations, 
and  have  seen  men  of  many  colors  and  many  climates.  I 
have  found  that  there  is  a  fitness  in  all  things — that  dalliance 
with  harlots  is  not  an  incentive  to  virtue,  nor  the  company 
of  fools  productive  of  a  wise  man.  Certain  events  can  only 
be  brought  about  by  the  operation  of  certain  causes.  Hadst 
thou,  intended  thy  son  to  be  a  soldier,  then  thou  shouldst 
teach  him  the  arts  of  horsemanship  and  to  wield  the  spear. 
Uioa  intended  him  for  a  Mufti,  then  the  course  now 
have  been  the  best  But,  because  thou  wilt 
.1. — -i.  1 — '-^ct.him  in  the  letters  and  arts  of 

'^^  the  stars  that  he  may 
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iMreafter  reoognise  bis  wsy  Mro88  the  dflMTt.  PntiatoUi 
bao^BtiieSoraii,  which  suUffuide  him  to  virtiM.  IietlJK 
be  tsoffht  the  histoiy  a&d  mooea  of  li&  of  tino  people  tmm^ 
whom  ne  it  to  preoore  hb  gold  dwt  and  ivoTy-~4iui  hngmm 
of  themeoamoQ^whomoe  hw  to  traffic,  ^will  mht 
«ell  his  comiBoditiee  to  dead  Bgyptiana,  or  to  OUnese  mta, 
or  to  extinct  Sabea&a.  Ti  ia  bettra-  liiat  his  mind  ahoudM 
enbtfged  by  commerce  with  ttie  men  of  hia  day  than  vaipil 
by  a  half-tangfat  pedagogae.  It  is  better  fae  shoidd  ^A 
the  laogoase  of  men  wUh  whom  he  is  to  come  in  ooaM 
thui  spendinany  years  ta  acquriog  what  oao  nevor  be  bm^ 
save  amoQg  the  tombs  of  the  mammies. 

"Aitdas  toaujr  refloementof  mind  that  spriDgs  from  the 
Dse  of  these  anbqaated  stodies — ^thoo^  amoDgat  us  Ars- 
biaos  BOoh  is  said  to  be  the  case — yet  in  a  loug  life  I  have 
never  aeui  it.  Bnt  <m  the  other  hand,  I  have  uniformlf 
observed  that  those  men  who  had  spent  all  their  daj-s  is 
these  pnmtits,  uid  therefore  bad  become  possessed  of  all 
the  advantues  proposed,  if  imy  snob  exist,  wero  uoiformlj 
meaof  indi&reQttasteaDdnotoalotriatedtobear  theRbockt 
of  active  life." 

Bat  among  the  company  were  many  who  followed  oi^ 

Srescriptire  opinion;  uid  Hasaan,  &e  merchant,  wai  h' 
aced  that  evening  to  hire  a  tator  for  hia  son,  who  <m  tta 
morrow  began  the  Btndy  of  Egyptian  literature. 

Thue,  sir,  the  course  of  education  among  us  haa  origin- 
ated in  a  cramped  view  of  mankind.    There  is  too  much 
pronenesB  among  us  to  regard  ourselves  and  the  things  joet 
around  us  as  Uhivrrsal  Katdre.    It  is  a  bard  thing  to  core 
a  man  of  vanity.    Ton  jprite  to  me,  that  the  barometer  in 
your  study  rose  yesterday  in  consequence  of  an  caateri? 
wind;  but  it  is  &r  more  probable  that  your  barometer  mis 
affected  by  atmospheric  changes  that  had  occurred  in  the 
remote  regions  of  Central  Amca,  or  even  upon  tlie  sUsppfs 
of  Tartary,  than  by  the  wind  which  whistled  round  par 
dwelling.    As  in  the  physical,  so  also  in  the  mora)  worii 
we  perpetually  run  into  error  for  want  of  taking  a  geaerai 
view  of  things.     Our  whole  course  of  atudj-  tends  to  tbii 
result — instead  of  considering  the  world  as  an  umVr,  ire  ex- 

E)and  ourselves  into  the  representatives  of  the  world  ff» 
ook  upon  ourselves  as  the  favorites  of  HcaTeti-  jtndeait 
lating  the  example  of  the  natives  of  AthcQ^  p^tnA*^^ 
rest  of  mankind  aa  barbarians.  Wo  forew  ,,  ^Tttiaii 
millions  besides  us,  partair<  of  the  'to^-J' 
happiness  and  the  pangs 
of  Providence  we  are  all 
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mon  lot  awaits  us  all — that  there  is  a  due  proportion  of  hap- 
piness and  miaery  poured  into  the  cup  of  each  individual, 
whether  it  be  the  camel-driver  on  the  plains  of  Bagdad  or 
the  Queen  of  the  BuiTian  Empire;  uotrecoUectinpr  the  lesson 
taught  us  by  one  of  old,  that  there  is  no  difterence  between 
the  Jew  and  the  Greek;  but  there  is  One  who  sees  uh  all, 
and  whose  kind  hand  Supports  us  alt — who  maketh  his  sun 
to  shine  on  the  good  and  the  evil — who  sendeth  his  rain  on 
the  just,  and  on  the  unjust. 

It  is  feelings  like  these,  arising  from  confined  views,  that 
have  influenced  our  system  of  public  education.  lu  the 
course  of  life  it  has  happened  to  me  to  see  the  result.  How 
many  of  our  educated  young  men,  who  have  passed  the 
routine  of  college,  and  received  college  honors — how  many 
have  you  known,  who  had  learned  so  much  as  the  name  of 
Temujin — a  man,  who  hardly  half  a  dozen  centuries  ago, 
propagated  at  the  point  of  the  sword  one  of  the  leading 
doctrines  of  the  French  Eevohition — who  ruled  over  an 
empire  of  greater  estent,  and  of  vaster  riches,  than  the 
Roman  in  its  palmiest  days — who  put  to  death  one-fortieth 
part  of  the  whole  human  famil}- — before  whose  greatness, 
as  human  greatness  is  measured,  the  fame  of  Pompcy  and 
Ccesar  fades  away?  How  many  have  you  known  who  could 
repeat  the  history  of  Timur,  whose  empire  was  bounded 
on  one  side  by  the  seas  of  China,  and  on  the  other  extended 
into  the  heart  of  Europe?  They  have  been  told  that  there 
was  no  battle  like  Pharsalia — no  monarch  like  Augustus — 
no  city  like  Rome.  They  have  never  known  that  whilst  the 
contemptible  kings  of  Europe  could  not  even  write  their 
names,  there  were  monarchs  in  Asia,  ruling  over  millions 
■  of  men,  skilled  in  the  most  diflicult  parts  of  human  knowl- 
edge, and  accomplishing  conquests  as  much  by  their  science 
ae  their  arms;  that  whilst  Europe  was  plunged  in  the  most 
benighted  ignorance,  IIulack,  the  royal  grandson  of  Tamer- 
lane, thought  it  more  honorable  to  be  accounted  the  first 
astronomer  of  his  age  than  the  emperor  of  all  Asia. 

From  the  Romans — a  race  distinguished  from  the  Etrus- 
cans, the  former  inhabitants  of  Italy,  by  their  neglect  of 
the  fine  arts — by  their  conquests  of  violence — by  one  single 
glimmering  of  literature,  and  by  an  inordinate  ignorance — 
■we  turn  to  the  inhabitants  of  Greece  with  far  more  pleasure. 
There  we  see  a  race  characterized  by  that  same  love  of  free- 
dom which  wo  admire  so  much  in  our  own  aboriginal 
natives — that  cool  courage,  which  having  counted  the  cost, 
is  prepared  to  barter  life  for  liberty;  but  a  race  more  effem- 
inate than  the  red  men,  for  those  were  capable  of  enslave- 
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ment,  but  these  acknowledge  no  conquest  except  that  of 
extermination. 

From  nations  more  advanced  than  themselves  the  Greeks 
freely  confessed  that  they  drew  many  of  their  stores  of  learn- 
ing. Even  without  the  advantage  of  that  confession,  we 
should  hardly  rank  them  on  a  level  with  many  Oriental 
people.  Their  distinguishing  characteristic  was  a  correct- 
ness of  taste.  In  scientific  acquirements  they  were  greatly 
beneath  the  Hindoos.  It  is  true  they  possessed  the  Elements 
of  Euclid,  and  gave  birth  to  the  Conies  of  Apollonius;  but 
the  Binomial  theorem^  and  many  of  its  far-reaching  conse- 
I  quences,  were  known  to  the  Brahmins.     The  glory — and  it 

?  is  not  a  small  one — of  having  chiselled  the  most  beautiful 

statues,  is  theirs;  but  the  mountains  of  Persia  were  rivals 
of  Parnassus,  for  the  great  Epic  of  Firdausi  is  said  not  to 
shrink  from  a  comparison  with  the  Iliad  of  Homer.  In  the 
softer  and  gayer  effusions  of  the  muse,  even  later  degenerate 
Persia  may  give  rivals  to  Anacreon;  her  own  Hapiz  shall 
vindicate  ner — 

**  Boy  I  bid  the  ruby  liquid  flow, 
Nor  let  they  pensiye  heart  be  sad. 
Whatever  the  frowning  zealotB  say, 

:  Toll  them — their  Eden  cannot  show 

A  stream  so  clear  as  Rocnabad, 

\  A  bower  so  sweet  as  Mosselay.'' 

:  If  you  ask  me  what  people  have  contributed  more  to  the 

advancement  of  the  intellect  of  the  world  than  the  Greeks, 

I  would  point  you  at  once  to  the  Saracens.    Who  was  it  that 

I  dispelled  the  gloom  of  the  dark  ages? — ^the  Saracens.    Who 

*  was  it  that  introduced  into  many  parts  of  the  world  the 

learning  of  Greece  itself? — ^the  Saracens.  Who  taught  os 
Algebra,  that  amazing  engine  of  intellectuality? — the  Sara- 
cens. Who  was  it  that  on  the  sandy  plains  of  Arabia  de- 
termined the  magnitude  of  this  earth  ? — the  Saracens.  Who 
was  it  that  brought  experimental  chemistry  from  the  East? — 
the  Saracens.  Who  was  it  that  gave  us  the  very  first  ele- 
ments of  our  commonest  knowledge? — ^who  taught  us  the 
first  princples  of  arithmetic  ? — the  Saracens.  The  invention 
of  the  cypher  will  hereafter  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
capital  results  that  the  wit  and  genius  of  man  has  ever  pro- 
duced. To  ascribe  to  that  little  emblem  so  many  cunous 
properties — to  combine  them  in  so  many  harmonious  ways, 
[  and  from  means  apparently  so  slender — to  convert  arithmetic 

'  from  one  of  the  most  obscure  and  most  unintelligible  to  the 

(  most  perfect  of  all  the  sciences — required  a  mind  skilled  in 

i  original  research,  and  stored  with  untold  hoards  of  knowl- 

t 

} 

I 
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edge.  The  old  numerals  in  use  among  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  rendered  it  a  matter  of  no  small  difficulty  to  per- 
form the  simplest  operations  of  numbers.  Our  merchants 
seldom  think  that  they  owe  all  the  facilities  with  which  they 
arrange  their  intricate  accounts,  and  thereby  accomplish  all 
their  manifold  commercial  speculations,  to  the  genius  of 
these  Mohammedans;  I  can  never  give  either  to  Italy  or 
Greece  that  meed  of  unqualified  praise  which  is  so  lavishly 
bestowed  by  some,  when  I  know  that  to  other  races  must 
be  ascribed  the  invention  of  the  cypher  and  the  beautiful 
game  of  chess.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  detract  anything  from 
the  nations  of  Southern  Europe  which  is  so  honestly  theirs.  I 
would  freely  give  them,  as  they  might  deserve  it,  the  honors 
that  are  due  to  power,  to  letters,  or  to  science.  I  have  gazed 
with  transport  on  the  marbles  of  the  Parthenon,  and  could 
look  with  the  deepest  emotion  on  the  dying  gladiator,  but 
I  search  in  vain  through  the  gorgeous  range  of  Roman  his- 
tory for  a  single  proof  of  that  beautiful  talent  that  is  dis- 
played in  that  obscure  but  most  perfect  instrument,  the 
potter's  lathe,  an  invention  of  ancient  Etruria.  There  are 
rights  of  mankind  as  well  as  rights  of  nations;  and  just  as 
one  man  may  not  lawfully  usurp  the  property  of  his  neigh- 
bor, no  nation  has  a  right  to  embezzle  the  honors  due  to 
others.  The  human  family  is  not  so  degraded  as  it  is  fash- 
ionable to  think.  We  do  not  owe  all  that  makes  us  wise, 
or  good,  or  powerful,  to  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean. 
Our  whole  system  of  education  is  an  insult  to  the  dignity 
of  mankind. 

The  nineteenth  century  cannot  pass  away,  in  this  land  of  free 
opinions,  without  witnessing  a  great  change  in  these  respects. 
Men  who  have  been  accustomed  to  show  perhaps,  even  in  a 
blameable  excess,  an  utter  disregard  for  the  venerable  ap- 
pearance of  antiquity,  will  not  be  slow  to  investigate  what 
we  all  feel  to  be  the  safeguard  of  this  great  Republic — the 
education  of  its  youth.  Men,  who  will  have  a  plain  reason 
rendered  to  them  for  everything,  will  not  be  dull  to  per- 
ceive nor  slow  to  apply  a  remedy.  The  tokens  of  this  are 
already  among  us.  There  are  institutions  now  existing  that 
will  show  the  way  in  this  matter,  that  will  quietly  awaken 
public  opinion,  and  shake  off  the  nightmare  that  rides  upon  it. 

Do  not  misunderstand  me.  I  contend  not  for  the  banish- 
ment of  these  studies  from  our  systems  of  instruction.  The 
forced  state  of  society  in  which  we  live  has  made  them  a 
part  of  perfect  education.  We  are  often  compelled  to  tolerate 
what  we  may  be  most  eager  to  remove.  But,  sir,  the  mind 
of  man  was  never  in  that  state  of  expansion  in  which  it  now 
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exists.  The  philosophy  of  Yerulam  has  created  a  new  race 
of  mortals — a  race  utterly  different,  both  in  physical  power 
and  in  intellectual  refinement,  from  all  other  animals  on  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Each  year,  as  it  passes,  is  rapidly  increas- 
ing the  difference.  One  after  another,  we  are  subjecting  the 
imponderable  and  unseen  agents  of  Nature  to  our  use — Heat, 
Electricity,  Light.  Men  that  are  thus  arming  themselves 
with  the  force  of  these  elements  are  not  like  the  former  in- 
habitants of  the  globe.  We  ask  not  the  Egyptian  for  his 
fleetest  dromedary ;  our  locomotives  run  over  a  whole  degree 
of  the  earth's  surface  in  a  single  hour.  We  need  not  the 
elephant  of  India  to  drag  our  ships  ashore ;  our  steam  eDgioes 
give  us  possession  of  power  that  is  literally  unbounded.  We 
want  not  the  Tartar  with  his  swift  Arab,  for  our  electric 
telegraph  can  transmit  our  words  from  one  pole  to  the  other 
in  the  twenty-fifth  part  of  a  second.  At  our  command  the 
beams  of  the  sun  become  artists,  and  paint  on  the  plates  of 
Daguerre  scenes  which  the  pencil  of  Apelles  could  never 
have  approached — landscapes  inimitably  beyond  those  that 
adorn  the  canvass  of  Clauae  Lorraine.  To  send  us  to  school 
to  antiquity  is  to  degrade  us  indeed.  The  prattle  of  children 
is  no  instruction  to  him  that  is  bursting  into  manhood. 

Who  can  predict  what  the  course  of  a  few  years  shall  ac- 
complish? The  man  who  is  grasping  in  his  hand  the  ageuts 
with  which  it  pleases  the  Almighty  to  govern  this  world— 
who  has  made  for  himself  an  eye  that  reaches  into  the  deep 
abysses  of  space,  and  sees  the  circling  of  star  around  star,  in 
regions  which  the  eye  of  an  angel  alone  could  pierce — ^whose 
splendid  intellect  compares  together  the  weights  of  those 
indivisible  atoms — those  last  particles  of  which  the  Creator 
has  formed  all  material  things,  or  places  the  sun  in  a  bal- 
ance— ^the  man  who,  instead  of  indulging  in  chimerical 
speculations  about  the  structure  of  his  own  mind,  of  which 
he  is  in  utter  ignorance,  is  adding  to  himself  new  senses 
which  are  unlike  those  that  nature  has  given  him,  and  ex- 
panding his  organs  to  the  production  of  results  which  his 
unassisted  powers  could  never  have  approached — ^this  is  not 
the  man  who  existed  five  centuries  ago.  There  is  found  in 
the  bowels  of  the  earth,  as  geologists  say,  abundant  evidence 
of  a  continuous  development  of  the  tribes  of  organized  life — 
that  those  which  first  made  their  appearance  were  of  the 
lower  and  meaner  kind — that  one  after  another  has  come 
into  existence,  each  more  elaborate  and  each  more  intel- 
lectual than  its  predecessors.  The  history  of  our  own  &mily 
teaches  us  the  same  thing,  for  there  is  not  more  difference 
between  those  animal  races  than  there  is  between  the  civil- 
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ized  man  of  this  age  and  the  men  of  Europe  five  hundred 
years  ago. 

It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  object  to  the  course  of  educa- 
tion as  it  exists  among  us.  If  it  were  not  for  the  danger  of 
being  misunderstood  I  would  go  more  at  large  into  this 
matter.  It  is  not  a  desire  to  limit  instruction,  but  to  enlarge 
it — to  give  it  a  bent  more  suitable  to  the  wants  of  the  age. 
I  am  not  seeking  to  depreciate  the  value  of  any  species  of 
learning,  but  to  point  out  what  is  most  congenial  to  the 
present  position  of  mankind.  I  am  not  seeking  to  disparage 
the  rights  of  any  nation — to  cast  slight  on  any  forms  of 
study — but  to  find  out  ways  for  the  more  rapid  and  energetic 
development  of  human  thought,  and  to  assert  the  majesty 
OP  human  intellect. 

If  you  read  over  the  papers  of  the  late  Mr.  Smithson — of 
which  you  have  publisned  a  list — ^you  will  see  there  these 
same  feelings  in  strong  relief.  His  fancy  did  not  riot  in 
scenes  of  mere  imagination,  but  took  hold  of  things  of  prac- 
tical utility.  It  was  the"  spirit  of  the  school  of  Sacon  that 
was  in  him,  that  taught  him  to  investigate  with  equal  zeal, 
experimentally^  the  original  formation  of  the  earth,  or  the  best 
method  of  burning  an  oil-lamp,  or  the  mode  of  retaining 
the  aroma  in  coffee.  Through  the  course  of  a  long  life  he 
gave  these  pursuits  the  preference;  for,  as  he  says,  "he  was 
convinced  that  it  is  in  his  knowledge  that  man  has  found  his 
greatness  and  his  happiness — the  high  superiority  he  holds 
over  the  other  animals  which  inhabit  the  earth  with  him, 
and  consequently  that  no  ignorance  is  without  loss  to  him — 
no  error  without  evil/' 

An  institution  of  the  first  class  will,  in  process  of  time, 
without  doubt,  exist  in  the  United  States.  The  wealth  of 
the  country  could  without  difficulty  procure  extensive  libra- 
ries and  museums,  mineralogical  cabinets,  chemicjil  labora- 
tories, botanical  gardens,  astronomical  observatories,  zo- 
ological menageries.  These,  and  many  more  such  things, 
are  essential  requisites  in  a  school  of  that  stamp.  But  where 
the  means  we  possess  are  limited — and  it  is  doubtful  whether 
or  not  Congress  is  prepared  to  make  munificent  grants — it 
is  better  so  to  shape  the  action  on  Mr.  Smithson's  bequest 
that  his  institute  may  be  the  germ,  which,  as  time  goes  on, 
may  develop  itself  and  expand  at  last  into  a  National  Uni- 
versity. 

I  have  been  connected  with  two  different  institutions,  such 
as  are  here  referred  to,  in  different  capacities,  and  have 
marked  the  course  of  events  with  them.  Their  funds  at 
the  outset  have  been  lavished  in  erecting  magnificent  struc- 
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tares;  embarrassment  has  followed,  and  because  they  had 
reckoned  more  upon  striking  the  public  eye  with  the  splendor 
of  their  exterior  than  with  the  excellence  of  their  fruit,  they 
have  ceased  to  be  encouraged.  Corinthian  pillars  and  Gothic 
balls  are  the  bane  of  literary  institutions,  which  so  surelv 
as  they  are  introduced  take  away  from  the  working  material. 
There  are  men  who  will  read  this  that  will  feeli7}giy  respond 
to  it.  The  public  is  right — universities  ought  to  le^rn  that 
they  are  held  in  estimation  only  for  the  quality  of  the  in- 
struction they  can  impart.  The  men  who  were  -raised  in 
the  French  Polytechnic  school  would  have  given  a  standing 
to  any  place,  even  though  it  had  been  built  of  brick.  The 
effective  part  of  a  seminary  of  science  is  not  its  walls  and 
decorations;  yet  both  in  Europe  and  in  America  such  in- 
stitutions are  to  be  seen,  which  remind  one  of  a  line-of-battle 
ship,  with  its  decks  carpeted  and  no  guns  aboard. 

That  Mr.  Smithson  intended,  when  he  gave  this  money 
in  charge  to  the  United  States,  to  found  an  institution  for 
the  advancement  and  diffusion  of  science,  there  cannot  be  a 
doubt.  His  whole  life  is  a  commentary  on  his  intentions. 
He  had  witnessed,  during  his  repeated  visits  to  the  continent, 
the  successive  plans  adopted  by  the  French  Republic  for  the 
rapid  and  perfect  education  of  their  youth — their  Central, 
their  Normal,  their  Polytechnic  schools — for  Fourcroy,  the 
chemist,  who  was  continually  in  the  society  that  Mr.  Smith- 
son  frequented,  was  the  main  mover,  if  not  the  originator, 
of  these  different  plans,  and  was  a  member  at  the  time  of 
the  National  Convention  and  the  Council  of  Ancients.  Xo 
one  who  contemplates  the  great  results  at  last  obtained  from 
these  repeated  trials,  and  the  impetus  given  to  all  depart- 
ments of  knowledge,  even  the  most  difficult  and  sublime,  will 
deny  that  the  schemes  adopted  were  far  superior  to  anything 
that  had  preceded  them. 

This  brings  me  now  to  the  main  point  of  my  letter.  Partly 
because  the  funds  allotted  to  this  purpose  are  limited — partly 
because  great  and  successful  universities  cannot  spring  up 
in  a  day,  but  must  be  of  slower  growth — partly  because  it  is 
uncertain  whether  Congress  will  give  munificently,  or  even 
give  anything  to  the  cause — partly  because  it  is  most  suitable 
to  the  genius  and  character  of  institutions  now  existing  in 
the  different  States — partly  because  the  successful  results 
which  can  be  produced  from  it  will  appeal  at  once  to  the 
understanding  of  the  whole  people,  and  inevitably  lead  to  the 
establishment  either  by  the  national  councils  or  by  patriotic 
individuals  of  a  tz:rcat  National  LTniversity,  but  chiefly  be- 
cause I  believe  it  to  liave  been  the  intention  of  the  testator — 
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I  would  indicate,  as  the  most  appropriate  disposal  of  these 
funds,  the  establishment  of  a  Central  School  of  N^atural 
Science  in  the  city  of  Washington.  Let  us  now  examine 
this  proposition  in  detail. 

The  principal  of  these  funds — whatever  may  be  the  action 
in  the  case — must  be  kept  untouched;  the  interest  alone  is 
available. 

Each  of  the  different  States  possesses  learned  institutions, 
under  the  form  of  colleges,  seminaries,  or  universities,  their 
object  being  to  give  instruction  to  a  certain  extent  in  what 
is  regarded  as  essential  to  good  scholarship.  Accordingly, 
the  plan  adopted  for  under-graduate  study  is  arranged  under 
four  heads — ancient  languages,  intellectual  science,  mathe- 
matics, and  the  physical  sciences.  As  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion is  commonly  arranged  prospectively  for  four  years,  the 
pupil  spends  upon  the  first  of  these  departments  a  portion 
of  three  or  four  years;  upon  the  second,  one  to  two  years; 
upon  the  third,  two  or  three  years;  and  upon  the  last,  one 
or  two  years — ^the  plan  being  somewhat  different  in  different 
places,  and  ordinarily  requiring  him  to  be  prosecuting  three 
out  of  the  four  different  departments  at  once.  It  is  probable 
that  with  the  present  views  taken  in  society  of  the  nature 
of  public  instruction  an  institution  which  should  depart  to 
any  extent  from  this  programme  would  not  meet  with  good 
success.  As  it  must  depend  almost  entireljr,  especially  at 
the  outset,  on  support  oi  a  local  character,  it  cannot  dare 
to  control  public  opinion,  but  can  only  work  itself  into 
existence  by  conformity  with  established  customs. 

The  organization  of  a  national  establishment  of  this  char- 
acter would,  however,  be  attended  with  obstacles  almost 
insuperable.  Called  into  existence  at  oncCy  not  as  the  rival 
but  as  the  head  of  all  learned  seminaries,  and  backed  as  it 
ought  to  be  with  the  countenance  and  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  would  have  to  sustain  itself  against  the  direct  hos- 
tility of  all  the  State  institutions.  They  would  soon  begin 
to  learn  that  it  flourished  at  their  expense;  and,  for  such 
are  the  feelings  of  human  nature,  they  would  quickly  regard 
it  as  a  chartered  monopoly  of  a  vexatious  and  oppressive 
kind. 

These  considerations,  therefore,  will  show  us  that  in  mould- 
ing the  character  of  Mr.  Smithson's  Institute  we  must  keep 
clear  of  everything  which  might  be  regarded  as  trespassing 
on  the  bounds  and  rights  of  State  Universities.  That  it  may 
go  into  operation  with  the  good  will  of  all,  it  must  be  free 
from  tlie  suspicion  of  interfering  with  any.  It  must  be  so 
arranged  as  not  to  draw  from  them  their  pupils,  nor  to  divert 
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from  thom  tiie  ohaDnele  of  iha'r  aocuatomed  Eupport.  As 
its  origin  and  olfjects  are  different  from  iheirB,  so  toere  mmt 
he  impreeeed  upon  it  a  character  perfectly  distinct.  Instead 
of  coming  forward  as  n  competitor  with  them  in  the  sale  of 
literary  wares,  it  were  Ijetter  for  it  to  brin^  iato  the  market 
articles  which  they  do  not  supply. 

Of  the  four  departments  of  study  already  indicated  u 
entering  into  the  plan  of  existing  edacation,  the  aocient 
laogu^ee  and  intellectaal  sdences  are  generally  parsoed  to 
a  cooaiderable  extent.  Bdqoiring  no  great  outlay  for  tlw 
pbrchase  of  librariA  or  meaoB.of  illoBtratioQ,  and  tbeie 
being  &n  abundant  supply  of  aooomptished  teachers  fiir- 
nished  from  the  ranks  of  professional  life  or  brongfatup 
with  these  objects  in  view,  a  vei^  emotive  coarse  of  intimo- 
tion  can  be  given,  and  accor^n^y  we  find  that  our  olaaeical 
scholars  bear  an  advantageODs  oomparis(Hi  with  those  that 
graduate  in  European  schools. 

But  in  the  more  exact  sciences  it  ie  not  so.  The  whde 
routine  of  instruction  in  natural  and  pfayncal  sdonce  is 
attended  at  the  beginning  with  such  heavy  oosta  and  eaeh 
a  constant  drain  of  expenditure  fen'  repairs  and  coosamp- 
tion  that  all  institutions  among  os  find  it  necessary  to  restrict 
themselves  here.  Their  means  will  not  enable  tnem  to  sns- 
tain  complete  courses  of  instmction,  and  they  are  necessa- 
rily driven  to  pass  over  these  subjects  in  a  superficial  way, 
and  allot  to  them  only  a  brief  space  of  time. 

There  is  also  another  reason  which  rcDders  their  instruc- 
tion on  these  points  inefficient — a  difficulty  inherent  in  their 
very  conBtitution.  The  successful  study  of  the  higher  de- 
partments of  physical  science,  whether  natural  phuosopby 
or  chemistry,  requires  a  previous  knowledge  of  the  higoer 
geometry.  Mathematics  have  now  become  the  porch  of 
physical  knowledge.  Young  men,  at  the  commencement  of 
college  life,  have  commonly  but  an  indifierent  acquaintance 
with  mathematics.  It  is  as  much  as  they  can  do,  even  in 
the  course  of  four  complete  years,  to  g^n  a  general  insij;bt 
into  the  principles  of  the  Calculus.  The  leading  institutious 
among  us  do  not  profess  to  carry  them  beyond  this.  It  is 
only  then  that  they  are  ready  to  take  hold  of  these  subjects 
in  a  proper  way,  but  it  is  also  then  that  their  term  of  educa- 
tion has  expired,  and  instruction  fails  them. 

Here  therefore  is  the  point  on  which  the  Smithsonian 
Institute  can  act  with  efficiency  in  aid  of  our  established 
seminaries,  without  interfering  with  them  in  auywise.  In 
this  character  it  will  fulfill  to  the  letter  the  wishes  of  its 
founder — an  institute  for  men,  not  boys.    It  will  be  operating 
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in  a  work  which  he  unquestionably  thought  of  the  deepest 
importance  to  the  human  race,  and  instead  of  acting  in  rival- 
ship  it  will  be  acting  in  unison  and  harmony  with  our  estab- 
lished colleges. 

I  would,  therefore,  found  it  as  a  school  of  physical  science. 

Saving  an  elaborate  course  of  mathematical  instruction, 
omraencing  at  the  point  where  our  higher  universities  close, 
1  would  give  it  a  perfect  apparatus,  good  cabinets,  and 
gradually  a  respectable  library.  Proceeding  in  the  work 
of  expanding  it  slowly,  it  should  as  encouragement  was 
given  or  opportunity  served,  be  furnished  with  a  botanical 
garden,  an  observatory,  a  zoological  institute,  or  analogous 
means  for  prosecuting  in  a  proper  way  the  great  sciences  of 
astronomy  and  {general  physiology. 

Now  mark,  sir,  the  result  of  this.  We  are  the  residents 
of  a  great  continent,  which  is  bursting  into  life.  Upon  us, 
and  our  immediate  descendants,  has  devolved  the  duty 
of  developing  on  a  scale  hitherto  unknown  in  this  world 
the  resources  of  the  giant  empire,  which  is  going  to  stretch 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  Tne  men  are  now 
born  who  will  hear  the  loud  snort  of  the  locomotive  in  the 
deserts  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains.  No  system  of  educa- 
tion that  has  ever  yet  been  tried  will  meet  our  wants.  We 
want  means  for  the  rapid  development  of  all  our  powers — 
means  for  the  rapid  development  of  all  our  resources.  The 
soil  beneath  us  teems  with  wealth ;  our  population  is  increas- 
ing beyond  all  example;  we  are  men  of  enterprise  and  energy, 
living  in  a  period  of  the  earth^s  history  unlike  any  that  has 
preceded,  when  the  force  of  intellect  is  fast  supplanting  all 
other  powers,  and  under  a  government  the  constitution  of 
which  nas  no  example.  To  a  nation  like  us  ignorance  is 
death;  the  loss  of  virtue,  annihilation.  We  are  trying  to 
unite  interests  of  the  most  diverse  and  jarring,  and  to  bind 
in  one  bond  of  union  the  hot  and  fiery  disposition  of  the 
man  living  within  the  tropic  with  the  cold  calculating  in- 
habitant of  the  Green  Mountains.  But  men  of  all  climates 
are  not  men  of  one  mind;  their  character  is  moulded  by  the 
things  passing  around  them ;  it  takes  a  stamp  from  the  scenes 
of  early  life,  an  impress  from  nature.  The  Italians,  under 
all  their  changes  of  government,  are  continually  the  same 
people.  Overcome,  trodden  down,  trampled  under  foot, 
there  is  an  elastic  resiliency  that  forever  bears  them  up 
again.  It  matters  not  what  public  calamities  betide  them, 
or  what  national  woes  are  stored  up  for  them  in  the  womb 
of  time,  another  Volta  will  reveal  the  mvsteries  of  nature, 
another  Canova  will  breathe  the  breath  of  life  into  the  mar- 


886       PROPOSED   APPLICATIONS   OF   SMITHSON'8  BBQUBST. 

bles  of  Carrara,  another  Catalini  will  enchant  all  Europe 
with  her  song.  The  same  causes  which  determine  these 
things  there  are  in  tenfold  action  here.  We  have  no  surety 
of  continuance,  except  from  the  increasing  intelligence  of 
our  people. 

If  no  other  gain  accrued  to  us  from  an  establishment  of 
this  kind  than  the  development  of  the  mineral  resources  of 
the  continent,  we  should  be  amply  repaid.  Nature  has 
scattered  with  a  lavish  hand  her  warehouses  of  metals 
among  us;  she  has  ffiven  us  inexhaustible  riches,  but  there 
does  not  exist  in  all  the  United  States  a  single  school  of 
mines.  France,  England,  Sweden,  Germany,  have  well- 
organized  institutions  of  this  class — ^in  some  instances  sup- 
ported directly  by  the  government,  in  others  under  the  charge 
of  those  interested  in  mines.  In  this  consists  the  secret  that 
they  are  continually  improving  their  processes  of  metallurgic 
operations,  and  are  able  to  extract  profitable  returns  from 
ores  inferior  to  those  which  we  daily  pass  by  with  neglect. 

But  there  are  higher  ends  than  this.  No  man,  until  he 
is  acquainted  with  physical  science  as  it  now  exists,  can  have 
any  idea  of  the  great  thin^  for  which  Providence  has  pre- 
pared him.  He  cannot  thmk  with  what  amazing  power  the 
mind,  aided  by  the  vast  enginery  of  geometry,  passes  from 
cause  to  effect,  or  from  efltects  to  causes — how  it  links  to- 
gether phenomena  which  might  appear  to  him  to  have  no 
resemblance,  and  disentangles  from  tlie  varying  operations 
of  Nature  the  immutable  laws  which  govern  her — how, 
as  it  becomes  evolved  in  these  pursuits,  it  learns  to  take 
those  far-spreading  views  in  which  the  unlettered  can  never 
participate — how,  looking  backward  on  departed  times,  it 
describes  events  which  happened  when  there  was  no  history 
to  record,  no  human  eye  to  see;  or  lookino^  forward  with 
the  steady  gaze  of  a  prophet,  unfolds  what  is  to  happen  in 
the  coming  eternity — ^liow,  reflecting  as  it  were  the  image 
of  its  Maker,  and  sharing  in  His  omnipresence,  it  walks 
through  the  fabric  of  the  Universe,  and  examines  the  quali- 
ties, the  magnitudes,  the  relations  of  one  star  after  another; 
or,  returning  to  the  frail  tabernacle  that  it  tenants,  reveals 
its  structure  and  functions,  its  general  connection  with  the 
system  of  organization — how  it  is  rapidly  penetrating  the 
mysteries  of  the  world  of  life,  exhibiting  the  great  plan  of 
unity  of  design  and  the  laws  of  progressive  development, 
and  thereby  ascertaining  its  own  place  and  position  in  the 
Universe,  its  continued  dependence  on  an  unceasing  Provi- 
dence. 

It  is  impossible  that  any  one  should  become  acquainted 
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a  virxuous  man, 

ysical  knowledge  is  not  the  property  of  any  part  of 
ind,  but  the  property  of  all.  The  pursuit  of  it  is  what 
e  interested  in — the  profits  of  it  all  share;  and  herein 


with  the  philosophy  of  the  nineteenth  century  and  not  be- 
come a  virtuous  man. 

Physical  knowledge  is  not  the 
manland,  " 

all  are 

consists  the  vast  superiority  which  it  possesses  over  mere 
literature.  The  one  is  general  and  for  the  whole  world,  the 
other  is  sectional  or  local;  the  one  dispenses  its  benefits  alike 
on  the  civilized  and  the  savage,  the  other  only  on  the  man  of 
education.  The  course  of  events  and  the  casualties  of  time 
may  bring  about  the  destruction  of  English  letters,  and  poets 
that  we  have  thought  immortal  may  be  forgotten,  and  works 
of  art  or  of  taste  be  Duried  under  the  lapse  ofages,  but  English 
science  can  never  die;  the  steamship  will  still  continue  to 
cross  the  Atlantic,  the  locomotive  will  still  pass  over  the 
railway.  One-half  of  the  human  family  is  in  utter  ignorance 
of  what  is  thought  learned  and  beautiful  and  wise  by  the 
other  half.  There  are  millions  in  Asia  who  have  never 
heard  of  Paradise  Lost — millions  in  Africa  who  know 
nothing  of  the  Cartoons  of  Raphael;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
among  these  people  there  have  existed  accomplished  orators 
and  valiant  warriors  of  whom  we  have  never  heard — works 
of  art  that  we  have  never  seen.  But  the  savage  as  well  as 
the  civilized,  the  Oriental  as  well  as  the  Western  man,  casts 
away  his  bow  and  arrows  on  the  discovery  of  gunpowder; 
the  Chinese  junk  as  well  as  the  American  man-of-war  is 
steered  by  the  magnetic  needle. 

To  diftuse  benefits  of  this  order,  which  can  be  participated 
in  by  all  the  families  of  the  earth — ^to  devise  means  of  in- 
creasing the  power,  the  wisdom,  the  virtue  of  man — is  the 
great  object  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest.  It  is  a  solemn  and 
responsible  duty  which  has  fallen  upon  Congress — a  duty 
which,  as  the  (ilovernment  hcLS  commenced,  so  it  must  complete. 

There  are,  however,  among  us  men  known  both  to  you 
and  me  whose  views  are  unfavorable  in  relation  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  University  at  Washington.  The  bearings 
of  their  political  creed,  they  say,  lead  them  to  question  the 
constitutionality  of  Congress  intermeddling  at  all  with  public 
education.  Without  joining  issue  with  them  on  the  law  of 
the  contested  point,  I  would  rather  reason  as  to  the  facts  of 
the  case.  The  Government  has  received,  or  rather  by  process 
of  law  spontaneously  taken  possession  of  a  certain  amount  of 
money,  under  conditions  which  every  plain-dealing  person 
among  us  understands.  K  by  casting  obstacles  in  the  way 
we  defer  from  time  to  time  the  completion  and  discharge 
of  that  duty,  how  can  we  bring  men  who  live  in  other  coun- 
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ties,  uid  who  do  not  know  tbe  nice  abades  of  dietinction 
that  we  draw  between  the  powers  of  Congress  and  the  riebta 
of  the  Btates,  to  nndentaDd  how  it  is  that  wc  have  volun- 
tarily incapaoitated  ooreelvee  for  performing  the  greatest  »f 
all  benefits  for  which  ^vaniment»  are  ioetituted — the  diffu- 
HOQ  of  a  publio  bleBenngT  Thia  money  is  sot  given  fer  Mr 
nse  alone,  bnt  for  the  general  good  of  off  men.  We  dwold 
tiierefore  recollect  Uiat  otbera  have  i^hts  in  it  as  wdl  m 
onrselves.  We  &ax  neither  retnm  it  witbont  betraying  tm 
traet  to  them,  nor  can  we,  with  a  dear  consdenoe,  dmr  to 
appropriate  it  to  the  nee  for  which  it  waa  nnqaeatioD^^ 
de«gned.  We  stand  merely  in  the  lij^  of  trostaea,  or 
rather  ezeoators  of  a  will.  We  may  not,  tfanafore,  pn- 
orastinate  ondoly. 

8a(A  being  the  case,  let  ia  act  as  npri^t  men  in  pnnl» 
life  would  do.  Taking  the  mil  of  the  nver  in  its  pl«n  nd 
literal  sense,  let  db  erect  a  Bmithsonian  Institute  tot  die 
porpose  of  increaaing  and  diffiinne  knowledge  among  qmo, 
shaping  our  coarae  by  tbe  known  ideas  of  the  teatator,  estab- 
lishing such  an  inBtatatitm  as  we  have  reaaon  to  betiere  he 
voald  have  established,  bnt  moulding  it,  as  we  oagfit  to  do, 
to  tbe  wants  and  circamstanees  of  tbe  counlzy  in  wl^  be 
saw  fit  to  locate  it  We  ar^  not  called  upon  to  raise  up  a 
jival  or  an  antagonist  to  onr  own  colleges. 

And  as  the  funds  are  small,  compared  with  tbe  object  in 
view,  let  ua  first  guarantee  the  permanent  safety  of  the  prin- 
cipal. If  Congress  saw  good,  it  would  surely  bring  honor 
to  tbe  countn'  if  a  piece  of  land  and  suitable  buildings  were 
given;  but  if'^  not,  proceed  to  procure  them  as  rapidly  as  the 
annual  income  will  allow,  keeping  steadily  in  mind  that  we 
are  not  erecting  Btructures  to  ornament  Washington,  but 
buildings  in  which  science  baa  to  be  taught.  Let  tbe  stranger 
who  visits  us  ace  an  edifice  plain  and  in  keeping  with  repub- 
lican simplicity  without,  but  well  equipped  'wiuiin. 

A  school  organized  as  has  been  indicated  in  this  letter 
would  probably  consume  the  revenue  of  five  years  before  it 
could  be  brought  into  full  operation.  Its  leading  features 
once  settled,  there  would  be  abundant  time  to  arrange  tbe 
details  of  the  plan — to  make  inquiry  into  and  profit  by  the 
experience  of  foreign  institutions  of  an  analogous  class.  A 
liberal  charter  should  he  given  it,  raising  it  on  a  level  in 
point  of  privileges  with  any  existing  university,  and  vesting 
ita  government  in  a  veryfeio  but  very  reaponeible  hands. 
Ton  will  find  it  one  of  the  most  prominent  &ult3  in  the 
organization  of  most  of  our  schools  that  they  are  governed 
by  unwieldy  boards  of  trustees.     A  council  of  five  men, 
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chosen  with  discretion,  would  be  far  better  adapted  for  work- 
ing purposes  than  one  of  thirty  indiscriminately  selected. 

rrobably  your  views  would  incline  you  to  an  institution 
of  a  more  literary  cast  than  that  which  I  have  indicated.  I 
cannot,  however,  see  any  broad  distinction  that  you  could 
draw  that  should  separate  it,  characteristically,  from  an 
University.  Even  if  there  were  no  danger  of  its  collision 
under  that  form  with  the  older  Universities,  I  doubt  very 
much  the  possibility  of  carrying  it  into  eftect.  Mr.  Smith- 
son's  fund  is  not  enough.  We  cannot  tell  whether  Congress 
is  munificently  disposed,  or  whether  the  way  would  be  clear 
in  other  respects.  A  successful  University  must  be  of  slower 
growth.  It  would  be  impossible  to  officer  at  once  one  in 
Washington  of  which  all  others  should  tacitly  acknowledge 
the  supremacy.  The  thing  itself  is  not  desirable;  and  yet, 
under  any  other  condition,  it  would  be  a  discreditable  abor- 
tion. 

For  the  same  reason  that  I  am  not  disposed  to  believe 
that  by  the  "  Smithsonian  Institute  '*  its  founder  meant "  The 
National  Astronomical  Observatory  of  the  United  States," 
so  I  do  not  believe  he  meant  "A  Kational  University," 
planned  on  the  model  of  yours  of  Virginia,  Yale  College,  or 
any  other.  What  he  meant  by  the  term  knowledge  the  history 
of  his  whole  life  will  inform  us.  We  are  bound  to  conform 
to  his  wishes,  so  far  as  we  can  understand  them.  One  thing 
is  certain,  that  no  plan  can  ever  be  got  through  Congress 
that  is  not  based  upon  this  principle.  There  is  a  pride 
among  us  that  will  not  stoop  to  be  indebted  for  these  things 
to  the  generosity  of  strangers. 

Indeed,  it  is  not  literature  that  we  need.  On  all  sides  we 
are  surrounded  with  able  and  learned  men  whose  lives  are 
devoted  to  its  pursuits.  They  will  all  tell  jo\x  that  it  is  not 
on  the  machinery  of  colleges,  but  on  the  printing  press,  that 
they  depend  for  the  difiiision  of  the  information  thev  hold. 
In  this  respect,  your  own  Messenger,  if  it  receives  tne  sup- 
port which  I  trust  it  does,  may  be  a  more  valuable  adjunct 
than  half  a  million  of  dollars  spent  in  erecting  a  College  in 
Washington.  But  in  science  it  is  otherwise;  the  living 
teacher  alone  can  communicate  information,  and  you  must 
arm  him  with  cabinets  and  apparatus. 

Whilst,  therefore,  there  is  on  the  one  hand  no  prospect  of 
establishing  successfully  a  Literary  Institute,  not  a  suffi- 
ciency of  funds  for  sustaining  one  of  a  mixed  character, 
many  doubts  as  to  whether  the  testator  had  reference  to  one 
of  either  kind,  the  danger  of  causing  the  whole  attempt  to 
miscarry  by  incorporating  Mr.  Smithson's  Institute  with  a 
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NatioQal  University,  ou  the  entabliehraoiit  of  which  Coa- 
*  gresfl  would  not  act  except  after  lougcoiiBuJtatioti  and  ascer- 
Ouniog  the  feelings  of  the  country,  aud  hence  continaall; 
prooraBtinatirig  the  benefits  that  were  to  arise  from  it;  on 
the  other  hand,  \vq  see  the  way  clear  for  the  cstahlishmeat 
<rf  a  school  where  Natural  Philosophy,  Chemistry,  Geology, 
Mineralogy,  Philosophy,  and  all  other  aeiences  could  be 
e^ctaally  taught — a  Bchool  which,  so  far  from  clashing  with 
otben,  would  aid  them,  and  instead  of  meeting  with  tbcir 
animoeity,  would  receive  their  cheerful  countenance — ^which, 
althoagh  it  might  be  helped  by  the  gift  of  funds  from  the 
,  iiatioa,  could  ne^'ertheless  go  into  operation  without  them— 
which,  under  a  wise  management,  could  be  speedily  broaght 
to  yield  results  of  the  utmost  practical  importance,  aud  fulfill 
to  the  very  letter  the  wishes  of  the  testator, 

The  statesman  who  looks  around  on  this  wide-spread  coun- 
try and  sees  what  it  possesses,  and  what  are  its  wants,  may 
reooenizc  in  such  a  disposal  of  this  gift  a  timely  present  to 
hJB  fellow-countrymen — a  benefit  the  advantages  of  which 
are  not  confined  to  them  alone,  hnt  free  and  open  to  men  of 
every  nation. 

*  «  *  «  *  *  » 

Toura,  tnily,  ^. 


From  The  Southern  Literary  Messenger,  Richmond,  Va.,  1841, 
Vol.  VII,  Page  277. 

The  disposition  of  the  munificent  donation  of  the  late 
Mr.  SmithsoQ  for  founding  a  National  Institution  in  the 
city  of  Washington  has  been  under  discussion  in  the  papen 
of  the  day  for  some  time  past  Several  articles  of  no  ordi- 
nary merit  have  appeared  in  your  useful  Magazine,  and 
without  designing  to  disparage  the  views  of  others,  I  would 
beg  leave,  through  the  same  medium,  to  present  a  few  obser- 
vations on  this  most  important  subject. 

While  all  the  writers  agree  in  the  propriety  of  Congreea 
acting  upon  this  subject,  there  is  great  diversity  as  to  the 
character  of  the  Institution  which  it  is  called  upon  to  estab- 
lish. One  proposes  the  establishment  of  a  grand  astronom- 
ical observatory ;  another  advocates  a  museum  of  natunU 
history,  with  a  system  of  public  and  gratuitous  lectures  on  the 
most  popular  and  practical  branches  of  liberal  knowledge; 
while  a  third  argues,  that,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Smithson  himself 
w^sa  friend  to  the  natural  sciences  and  an  intimate  acquaint- 


e  of  tbc  chemist  Fouroroy,  his  design  could  have 
^none  other  than  founding  a  central  echnolof  natural  science. 
From  a  tbrced  conatruction  to  the  exprcseioD,  *'  diii'usiou  of 
knowledge  among  men,"  the  conclusion  is  drawn  that  the 
donor  had  reference  to  no  other  knowledge  than  that  which 
iiflows  from  the  study  of  the  physical  sciencee. 
t  Whatever  may  have  been  the  individual  preferences  of 
BCr.  Smith80ii,  it  is  very  flear,  they  are  in  no  manner  ex- 
pressed in  his  bequest  More  general  terms  could  not  have 
been  used  than  those  which  convoy  his  intention — "diffu- 
Bion  of  knowledge  among  men."  Thus  intimating  his  de- 
sign, he  leaves  the  disposition  of  the  fund  to  the  wisdom 
and.iudgmcnt  of  Congress.  Had  lie  designed  founding  an 
institution  similar  to  the  scientiiic  schools  of  France,  what 
objection  could  there  have  been  to  his  expressing  himself  to 
this  ettijct?  The  absence  of  express  directions  muy  there- 
fore be  regarded  as  conclusive  on  this  point,  and  that  Con- 
gress alone  was  to  adopt  that  plan,  which  the  circumstances 
and  necessities  of  the  country  might  demand. 

I  do  not  object  to  due  deference  being  shown  to  the  sub- 
jects which  claimed  the  time  and  talents  of  Mr.  Smithson. 
A  proper  res^pect  to  his  memory  might  seem  to  require  a 
more  decided  cast  to  the  Institutioti  in  favor  of  the  nat- 
ural sciences,  than  under  other  circumstances  would  be 
necessary  or  expedient.  But  as  all  the  institutions  of  the 
country  have  given  evidence  of  the  high  estimation  in  which 
they  hold  these  useful  branches  of  knowledge,  there  is  no 
danger  thai  the  wishes  of  the  donor  wiW  be  departed  from 
in  this  respect.  Whatever  form  will  be  given  to  the  Smith- 
eoninn  Institute,  the  natural  sciences  will  occupy  a  promi- 
nent position  among  the  branches  of  public  instruction. 

The  question  being  settled  as  to  llie  power  of  Congress 
over  this  fund,  it  becomes  us  to  consider,  in  the  next  place, 
the  maimer  in  which  it  shall  he  disposed  of.  And  here  I 
would  again  join  issue  with  jour  correspondent,  who  advo- 
cates the  establishment  of  a  central  school  of  natural  science. 
I  think  an  institution  already  exists,  which  supersedes  the 
necessity,  at  this  time,  of  the  entire  fund  being  appropriated 
for  this  exclusive  purpose.  The  United  States  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point  is  Ruch  an  institution  as  your  corres- 
pondent proposes  to  establish.  It  is  emphatically  a  school 
of  the  natural  sciences.  Mathematics,  Astronomy,  Chem- 
istry, Geology,  Mineralogy,  Optics,  &c.,  claim  the  entire 
attention  of  its  students,  and  as  far  as  its  course 
is  justly  regarded  aa  the  lirst  institution  in  this 
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extends,  it  j 

is  country.  I 
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Indeed,  it  may  proudly  compare  with  similar  establishmeDti 
in  France  or  Germany. 

It  enjoys  a  large  share  of  the  favor  of  the  govemment 
and  people,  is  most  liberally  endowed,  has  extensive  philo- 
sophical and  chemical  apparatus,  and  is  in  every  way  quali- 
fied to  aid  in  the  great  work  of  ^^  diffusing  knowledge 
among  men."  It  numbers  now  nearly  one  thousand  grad- 
uates, many  of  whom  occupy  distinguished  positions  in  the 
scientific  and  literary  institutions  of  the  country,  and  all  of 
whom  are  returning  to  the  government  a  full  equivalent 
for  the  benefits  received.  It  would  hardly  seem  necessary 
at  the  present  time  to  establish  an  institution  in  Washington 
in  which  the  same  branches  are  taught  as  at  West  Point; 
and  until  the  necessities  of  the  country  are  provided  for  in 
other  respects,  such  a  course  might  be  deemed  unwise  and 
uniust. 

Nor  can  I  agree  to  the  plan  which  proposes  a  system  of 
public  and  gratuitous  instruction  by  lectures  on  the  most 
popular  and  practical  subjects  of  human  knowledge.  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  permanent  good  would  result  from  such 
a  system.  A  confused  and  imperfect  idea  of  the  various 
facts  of  science  would  thus  be  communicated,  without  anv 
basis  upon  which  to  build  a  practical  course  of  instructioiL 
The  auditory  continually  varying ;  few,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, would  have  the  benefit  of  a  full  course  of  lectures  upon 
any  one  subject,  while  the  lectures  themselves  would  of 
necessity  be  of  a  more  popular  character  than  would  be 
consistent  with  a  full  and  thorough  course  of  instruction. 

An  institution  that  would  correspond  to  the  views  of  the 
munificent  donor,  and  meet  the  wants  of  the  whole  country 
should  not  be  devoted  exclusively  to  any  particular  branch 
or  branches  of  knowledge.  Give  it  u  direction  cither  for 
science  or  literature,  and  you  thus  cut  off  a  large  class  of 
persons  from  a  participation  in  its  benefits.  Although  all 
are  interested  in  the  results  and  achievements  of  science, 
there  are  other  subjects  of  great  importance  which  it  should 
also  encourage  and  promote.  The  labors  of  the  cheraist 
and  geologist  contribute  greatly  to  the  supply  of  the  neces- 
sities of  mankind,  but  there  are  other  professions  equally 
important  and  essential  to  their  comfort  and  happiness. 
We  should  not  cramp  the  influence  of  such  an  institution, 
supported  as  it  would  be  by  the  power  and  patronage  of  the 
government;  it  should  embrace  every  subject  within  the 
compass  of  human  acquisition,  and  aim  at  the  general  "  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  among  men."  It  should  therefore  be 
a  National  University.     It  should  be  supplied  with  the 
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ablest  profesBors  which  this  op  any  other  country  could  pro- 
duce. It  should  have  an  estcnsive  library,  complete  philo- 
Bophical  and  chemical  apparatus,  and  laboratoriea  for  practi- 
cal instruction.  Avoiding  rivalry  with  the  State  institutions 
of  the  country,  its  design  should  be  to  complete  what  they 
have  begun.  It  should  be  an  institute  for  men,  not  boys, 
and  should  bo  designed  to  supply  the  defects  which  cannot 
te  reached  bv  the  limited  means  of  tho  States. 

Such  an  institution  would  regulate  and  elevate  the  stand- 
ard of  learning  throughout  the  country,  and,  above  all,  it 
would  be  the  means  of  supplying  our  colleges  and  acade- 
mies with  thoroughly  educated  and  well  qualified  professors 
and  teachers.  It  is  in  this  last  respect  that  the  deficiency  of 
education  in  this  country  mainly  consists.  So  limited  is 
the  course  of  instruction  in  most  of  our  colleges,  that  their 
jcraduates  on  entering  upon  the  duties  of  professora  are 
.oHentimes  very  little  better  qualified  than  the  pupils  of  the 
higher  classes  themselves.  Who  can  expect  an  able  profes- 
sor of  chemistry,  when  tho  amount  of  instruction  consists 
in  two  or  three  lectures  a  week  for  one  short  year  ?  No  lab- 
oratory-— no  praptical  instruction — and  a  bare  acquaintance 
with  the  more  common  experiment^  introduced  in  a  course 
of  lectures.  Who  can  make  an  efficient  professor  of  math- 
ematics, when  the  course  is  in  many  instances  limited  to 
mere  mechanical  operations?  How  is  it  iu  languages? 
How  far  do  the  beauties  and  defects  of  the  classics  claim 
tho  attention  of  the  student,  so  as  to  fit  him  to  criticise  the 
various  authors  reafl  by  his  class?  Is  it  not  the  fact  that 
our  professors  arc  oftentimes  elected  and  enter  upon  their 
duties,  not  from  a  sense  of  present  fitness,  but  from  tho  hope 
that  by  proper  diligence  they  may  make  themselves  useful 
instructors?  And  even  with  tho  best  natural  abilities,  how 
often  arc  their  energies  and  efficiency  contracted,  by  the 
want  of  proper  books  for  study  and  reference  ?  Few  of  the 
libraries  in  our  State  institutions  contain  more  than  fivo 
thousand  volumes,  and  itiimy  nf  tliom  do  not  number  as  many 
hundred.  Moat  of  these  books  are  of  achar.icter  little  .suited 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  inquirer,  and  he  is  thus  leit  to  rely 
upon  his  own  resources  for  whatever  attainment  ho  may 
make  in  the  study  of  his  profession.  The  \vriter  has  telt 
the  inconvenience  of  which  he  complains, — an  inconveni- 
ence sufficient  to  dampen  the  ardor  and  contract  tbe  useful- 
ness of  any  one.  lie  has  been  engaged  in  the  duty  of  pub- 
lie  instruction  for  many  years,  and  lie  has  rarely  been  able 
,,to  command  one  volume  in  twenty,  which  in  the  common 
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conne  of  hia  stndiet  it  ihooM  be  lus  intj  to  oounh  liid 
«zAniuie. 

How  admirubly  would  such  an  instilutioQ  as  I  propose, 
meet  the  wants  of  tlie  country  in  these  respects? 

But  it  ia  argued  that  the  donatiou  of  Mr.  Smithson  ia  in- 
BDfficicnt  for  so  extensive  a  plan.  Grant  it.  But  do  we 
depend  alone  upon  this?  May  we  not  look  for  and  claim 
the  aid  of  the  general  governraent?  With  the  exception 
of  the  academy  at  West  Point,  what  has  Congress  done  to 
advance  the  cause  of  education  ?  Is  it  not  time  that  some- 
thing should  be  done,  and  especially  at  this  time,  when  tie 
astounding  developments  are  ringing  in  our  eara,  which  tbe 
results  of  the  late  census  make  known  ?  It  would  seem  as 
if  the  donation  of  Mr,  Smithson  had  been  providentially 
made,  to  direct  the  deliberations  of  Congress  to  this  too 
long  neglected  subject.  Five  hundred  thousand  dollars  will 
mako  a  good  commencement,  and,  if  Congress  will  follow 
out  the  plan,  a  noble  institution  would  be  the  result. 

Does  any  one  doubt  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  sub- 
ject 7  Does  not  the  cause  of  education  come  legitimatelj 
within  the  meaning  of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  whict 

S'ves  to  Congress  the  ^ower  of  passing  laws  providing  for 
e  general  welfare  ?  What  could  raoro  conduce  to  the  pul>- 
lie  good,  or  in  a  greater  degree  promote  the  general  welfiire 
than  a  prudent  and  well  regulated  system  of  public  inetroi:- 
tion? 

Id  one  of  the  first  messages  of  the  Father  of  his  Country 
to  Congress,  he  thus  adverts  to  this  important  subject,— 
showing  that  he  viewed  the  cause  of  education  as  one  which 
it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  foster  and  promote.  "  I  have 
heretofore  proposed  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  National  UniversHy,  and  also  a 
Military  Academy,  The  desirableness  of  both  these  insti- 
tutions, has  BO  constantly  increased  with  every  new  view  I 
have  taken  of  the  subject,  that  I  cannot  omit  the  opportu- 
nity of  once  for  all  recalling  your  attention  to  them.  The 
Assembly  whom  I  address,  is  too  much  enlightened  not  to 
be  full^  sensible  how  much  a  flourishing  state  of  the  arta 
and  sciences  contributes  to  national  prosperity  and  repoCa- 
tion.  True*it  is,  that  our  country  contains  many  seminaries 
of  learning,  highly  respectable  and  useful,  but  the  funds 
upon  whieli  they  rest  arq  too  narrow  to  command  the  ablest 
professors  in  the  difl'orent  branches  of  liberal  knowledge. 
Amongst  the  motives  to  such  an  institution,  the  asstrailatioQ 
of  the  principles,  opinions  and  manners  of  our  conntrymen, 
by  the  common  education  of  a  portion  of  our  youth  from 
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«very  quarter  well  deserves  our  attention.  The  more  ho- 
mogpneoua  our  citizens  can  be  made  in  these  particulars, 
the  greater  will  bo  our  prospect  of  permanent  union  ;  and 
a  primary  object  of  such  a  National  Institution  should  be 
the  education  of  our  youth  in  the  science  of  government. 
In  a  Republic,  what  species  of  knowledge  can  be  equally 
importaut,  and  what  duty  more  pressing  on  its  legislature  than 
to  patronize  a  plan  for  communicating  it  to  those  who  are 
to  be  the  future  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the  country." 
Again?  in  his  farewell  address,  ho  says:  "Promote,  then, 
as  an  object  of  primary  importance,  institutions  for  the  gen- 
eral diftusion  of  knowledge."  It  would  be  needless  to 
multiply  instances  in  which  the  most  distinguished  men  of 
our  country  have  expressed  themselves  equally  favorable  to 
this  cause ;  and  I  bave  only  brought  the  sentiments  of  Wash- 
ington to  the  public  notice,  because  they  must  have  weight 
with  all  who  properly  estimate  the  character  of  this  great 
and  good  man. 

But  I  have  allowed  myself  to  transgress  the  limits  I  had 
at  first  designed  for  this  communication,  I  hope  it  may  be 
the  means  of  directing  the  attention  of  others  to  a  subject 
which  is  of  great  importance  to  the  welfiire  and  happi- 
ness of  the  country,  S. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Duponceau,  President  of  the  American  Philo- 

SQphicai  Society. 

PHiLADELPHtA,  Nooember,  1840. 
To  FBAN0I9  Mabkoe,  Jr., 

Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  National  Institution. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  read  with  great  attention  and 
pleasure  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  National  Insti- 
tution, which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  communicate 
to  me.  I  assure  yon  that  I  feel  the  liveliest  interest  in  the 
success  of  this  noble  institution.  I  am  happy  to  see  it 
established  in  the  city  of  Washington,  the  capital  of  our 
Union,  and  many  reasons  induce  me  to  feel  this  satisfaction. 
The  District  of  Columbia  is  deprived  of  the  most  impor- 
tant rights  enjoyeti  by  the  States.  Its  inhabitants  are  in 
fact  diafranchised,  and  do  not  enjoy  the  right  of  selt-gov- 
ernment;  a  compensation  is  due  to  them  for  this  great 
sacrifice,  and  there  cannot  be  a  nobler  one  than  the  laurel 
crown  of  science,  which  I  think  our  National  Government  is 
bound  to  give  to  them,  for  their  and  its  own  glory.    When  our 
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GovernmeDt  eboura  a  Binc^v  dUporitidQ  to  pnHmote  BoeoM 
and  geoeral  taiowlddge,  without  which  no  I'reo  nation  cm 
long  ODBt^it  will  prodnce  maay  excellent  efiecte;  it  will 
promote  eonfideDoe  in  the  National  Administration;  and, 
above  all,  it  will  soften  thd  rage  of  party  spirit,  which 
threateoB  to  involvQ  na  in  the  fate;  of  the  Soman  Hepubliu. 

The  detule  of  vonr  ornuization  are  of  little  consequence, 
aa  they  may  be  wtered  by  the  institution  at  pleasure.  Yet 
there  are  some  principles  Iv  which  I  think  they  ought  to 
be  regulated,  and  whiob  I  uuJl  take  the  liherty  to  Gxpiaio 
tOTOQ.  Every  institntion  of  this  kind  ought,  in  my  opinion, 
to  EM  constitatod  with  a  vieW'to  its  efficiency  and  ite  perp»- 
taity.  These  shoold  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  any,  even  tho 
most  triflings  of  its  regnlatione.  Efficiency  la  the  firat, 
becaoBe  trtxa  Its  oontiinaed  action  perpetuity  will  arise 
and  follow  as  a  natoral  consequence.  Experience  mil 
show  yOD  -whether  yOor  constitution  is  or  is'not  deficient  in 
regard  to  this  most  important  principle.  The  choice  tJiat 
yon  have  made  of  your  directors  is  a  most  excellent  one, 
and  I  have  no  donbt  will  bo  attended  with  the  happiest 
coDsequences.  Yon  have  ohoBcn  two  men  high  in  office, 
-whose  means  of  aasiBtaace  arc  considerable,  and  whose 
patronage  will  be  important  to  you.  I  do  not  speak  of 
their  personal  qaalificatiouB ;  they  qic;  w<?1]  ktinwn  tn  ihe 
world.  One  of  them  is  already  highly  distinguished  as  a 
patron  of  science ;  of  this  I  can  epeak  of  ray  own  knowl- 
edge, as  the  American  Philtwophical  Society,  amon^ 
others,  is  greatly  indebted  to  him,  and  has  placed  him  in 
the  list  of  its  benefactors.  You  have  therefore  done  wisely 
in  obtaining  from  the  heads  of  the  Government,  that  they 
should  appear  as  the  head  of  your  institution.  It  is  to  W 
regretted  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  great  natioa 
does  not  occupy  that  position  in  regard  to  this  institnldon 
which  the  world  will  naturally  expect  from  him,  and  which 
might  enable  him  to  be  so  eminently  beneficial  to  his 
country. 

I,  however,  cannot  but  highly  approve  of  your  choice  of 
directors;  bat  yon  must  be  sensible  that  men  who,  like 
them,  have  on  their  shoulders,  in  a  great  measure,  the  des- 
tinies of  their  country,  cannot  give  much  attention  to  the 
official  duties  which  you  have  imposed  upon  them.  It  i» 
from  a  higher  sphere  that  they  must  govern  your  institution. 
I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  you  should  select  two 
or  three  vice  directors,  to  save  them  the  labor  which  a  r^- 
Tilar  attendance  on  your  meetings  would  require  of  them. 
Their  attendance  should  be  free  and  voluntary,  and  I  hare 


no  duubt  that,  left  to  themeelvca,  they  would  make  every 
exertion,  particularly  in  the  ineeption  of  your  labors,  to 
direct  and  promote  them.  They  will  have  to  keep  up  a 
correspondence  with  other  learned  Bocietles  at  home  and 
abroad ;  and  I  would  anggest  that,  by  way  of  a  beginning, 
they  should  write  to  those  of  America,  soliciting  their  cor- 
respondence. 

Amongst  the  officers  of  your  society,  those  of  whom  most 
activity  is  expected,  are  your  secretaries.  You  will,  there- 
fore, of  conrse,  choose  none  to  those  offices  but  the  roost 
active,  zealous,  and  capable  of  your  members.  But  all 
must  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  particularly  in  the 
beginning,  and  until  the  institution  is  well  established  and 
consolidated. 

That  will  be  the  work  of  time.  Tour  institution  embraces 
the  whole  circle  of  human  science;  therefore  there  are  in- 
numerable sources  from  which  you  may  expect  aid.  But 
that  aid  is  at  iirst  difficult  to  be  obtained.  I  wish,  there- 
fore, you  would  think  of  some  method  to  obtain  it.  The 
American  Philosophical  Society  has  found  great  benefit 
from  the  publication  of  a  periodical  bulletin  of  its  proceed- 
ings, which  is  disseminated  through  all  the  learned  world. 
Beforethat,they  found  much  difficulty  in  obtaining  communi- 
cations from  the  learned,  to  be  inserted  in  their  transactions. 
The  reason  was,  that  it  was  not  known  how  soon  those 
communications  might  appear  before  the  world.  Fame, 
next  to  the  consciousness  of  doing  good,  is  the  best  reward  of 
men  of  science,  and  they  love  to  see  their  names  and  their 
productions  made  known  to  the  public  ;  but  now,  although 
sometime  elapses  before  their  articles  are  published  at  large, 
yet,  as  they  are  noticed,  and  a  short  analysis  given  of  them 
m  the  Bulletin,  this  satisfies  them  so  well  that  the  society 
are  never  at  a  loss  for  materials  for  publication.  Your 
society  might  not  probably  publish  those  balletins  immedi- 
diotely,  on  account  of  the  expense;  but  some  Bkctchea  of 
your  proceedings  might  appear,  from  time  to  time,  in  one 
of  your  papers,  so  as  to  keep  your  institution  always  before 
the  world,  which  appears  to  be  necessary  for  its  continued 
existence. 

As  1  have  spoken  of  expense,  I  must  now  touch  upon  a 
subject  which  appears  to  me  of  the  highest  importance,  and 
of  which  it  might,  perhaps,  be  thought  presumptuous  in  me 
to  speak.  I  doubt  much  whether  you  can  ultimately  suc- 
ceed without  the  aid  of  the  Government.  Were  there 
nothing  but  your  current  expenses  in  the  printing  of  your 
Bulletin,  and  ultimately  of  Trausactions,  which  I  nope  yoa 
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have  in  view,  money  will  be  indispensably  wanted.  I  have, 
in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  explained  that  I  think  the 
Qovernment  is  interested  in  assisting  you,  and  I  believe 
that  they  have  the  means  fully  in  their  power.  I  have 
always  been  of  opinion  that  it  was  such  an  institution  as 
yours,  at  the  seat  of  Government,  that  Mr.  Smithson  had 
in  view  when  he  made  his  munificent  legacy  to  the  United 
States.  He  could  not  mean,  in  my  opinion,  that  his  monev 
should  be  applied  to  the  promotion  of  any  specific  branch 
of  knowledge,  much  less  to  the  foundation  of  a  school  or 
an  academy.  His  views  were  more  extensive.  He  wished 
to  promote  science  in  all  its  branches  and  departments,  and 
therefore,  he  wished  his  institution  to  be  fixed  at  the  seat  of 
Government ;  from  whence,  as  from  a  center,  the  rays  of 
science  might  be  diffused  throughout  the  whole  country. 
And,  therefore.  Congress  cannot  find  a  better  opportunity 
to  execute  the  will  of  that  beneficent  testator  than  by  laying 
hold  of  your  institution,  and  making  it  its  own. 

Here  let  me  be  understood.  I  do  not  mean  that  Congress 
should  immediately  put  into  your  hands  the  large  legacy  of 
Mr.  Smithson,  to  erect  with  it  grand  buildings,  make  a  great 

?arade,  and  fail  in  the  end,  as  so  many  others  have  done, 
'hat  cannot  be  expected  to  be  done  until  your  society  has 
become  firmly  established  on  a  solid  basis,  and  has  acquired 
that  high  reputation  which  I  hope  it  will  always  have  in 
view  in  the  learned  world  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  Congress 
might,  out  of  the  interest,  aid  your  exertions  in  proportion 
to  your  progress,  and,  at  least,  in  the  beginning,  enable  you 
to  make  those  publications  without  which  you  cannot  well 
expect  to  proceed.  Thus  your  institution  would  grow  under 
their  fostering  hand,  and,  in  process  of  time,  that  great  de- 
sign of  Mr.  Smithson  would  be  completely  fulfilled.  I  say, 
in  process  of  time,  for  time  will  certainly  be  required,  be- 
fore you  can  rise  to  the  rank  in  science  which  you  may 
justly  keep  in  view.  In  my  opinion,  you  should  not  attempt 
too  much  at  once,  but  proceed  gradually  and  systematically, 
being  satisfied  with  every  year  showing  to  the  world  sorne 
progress,  but  not  imagine  that  your  institution,  as  I  hope 
it  will  one  day  be,  will  come  out  at  once,  fully  armed,  like 
Minerva,  from  the  head  of  Jupiter.  Trust,  therefore,  to 
time,  but  let  it  be  aided  by  your  zeal,  your  activity,  and, 
above  all,  by  your  energy.  Energy  is  the  soul  of  all  great 
undertakings,  but  it  must  be  continued,  and  never  suffered 
to  flag. 

Here  you  have,  in  as  brief  a  space  as  I  could  condense 
{them,  my  opinions,  my  wishes,  and  my  hopes.     Let  me, 
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^^tf  bmtfs  nut  jiitiij'uiiimi'a-  ixul  liiifr  «uux!u»  Iff  incBaBiis  jom 

r>:»iL  'i#^i:»ui:iur  v*  "Ui^  ?iLUuaiigiiia.  MuKsinx^  zimfficmE^^ 
V:a.u»?i  I'T^  ^ui  tiniiaiaiT"  iir  "iflc  iiurjtiM^-  jai£  TiPt  :niBcr 
i'_*  'i:::jir^t-    i'lm  'uv  niiilrr-  aait  v»il  i:ui^P!L  jeai:  i£  tfift 

•bi.:  i:r>"  i '   mi^   :i.\r.r   ^nirut  nut  ^sa^tsisst  iuyuLWC  iir  im^ 
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Washington  to  bet  arranged  and  exhibited  here.  A  geolc^ 
i<»l  survey  of  the  Territoiy  of  Iowa  was  made  a  few  montSa 
rince,  by  order  of  the  Gk>Temment,  and  numerous  valuable 
specimens  collected  by  Mr.  Owen.  Mr.  Kioolet  has  broi^t 
with  him  interesting  collections  made  in  the  country  he 
visited,  and  Doctor  &ng,  of  Missouri,  lately  sent  to  the  lead 
region  on  business  connected  with  the  Ordnance  Office,, 
while  there  collected  specimens  of  minerals  which  are  lik^ 
wise  destined  for  Washington.  The  Ordnance  officers  who* 
have  lately  returned  from  Eurc^,  have  brought  wHh  them 
numerous  specimens  of  the  iron  ores  used  hi  the  foundries 
there,  and  measures  have  been  taken  to  procure  as  oljeela 
of  comparison,  those  of  the  United  States. 

Several  individuals  have  transmitted  donations  to  the  ht^ 
stitution,  while  others  have  deposited  their  coUeetions  vridl 
Wy  from  a  desire  to  have  tiiem  preserved,  and  at  tihe  asn^ 
time  to  benefit  science.    We  nave  reason  to  believe  that 
this  will  be  extensively  don^  as  soon  as  the  institotion  ia 
firmly  established.    There  are  many  of  our  countiymea 
who,  like  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  the  founder  of  the  Britadi  Mu- 
seum, look  forward  with  regret  to  the  sale  and  dianernon 
of  their  coUecdons,  made  at  great  cost  and  pains,  ana  derir* 
ing  to  have  them  preserve  entire,  would  drooait  them,  with 
an  institution  which  will  be  as  stable  as  tne  Government 
that  protects  it.     For  these  purposes,  and  especially  if  it  be 
intrusted,  as  we  hope  it  will  be,  with  the  specimens  of  natural 
history  collected  by  the  exploring  squadron,  it  will  be  neces* 
sary  that  measures  should  be  early  adopted  to  have  erected 
on  a  suitable  site,  on  the  public  grouna,  a  plain  fire  proof 
building,  to  contain  them,  where  the  increasing  and  valuable 
collections  may  be  displayed,  and  be  examined  by  the  scien* 
tific  inquirer,  and  where  he  may  resort  for  evidence  to  sap* 
port  his  theories  or  to  correct  his  views.     We  hope  that 
this  further  contribution  to  science  will  not  be  withheld* 
The  expeditions  themselves  have  received  the  favorable  no- 
tice of  every  civilized  nation,  and  were  fitted  out  in  obedience 
to  the  will  of  the  people,  who  would  not  desire  to  see 
the  fruits  of  so  much  ton  and  danger  perish  for  the  want  of 
this  trifiing  additional  expense.     We  cherish  the  hope  that 
they  will  form  the  foundation  of  a  National  Museum,  and 
contribute  to  spread  the  light  of  science  over  our  land.'' 


A  PLEA  FOR  A  NATIONAL  MUSEUM  AND  BOTANIC 

GARDEN, 

7b  he  founded  <m  the  Smitheonian  Jneiiiuiionf  at  the  City  of  Washington, 

Bt  William  Dablinoton,  M.  D. 
:Kead  before  the  Chester  Coanty  Cabinet  of  Natural  Science,  December  8, 1841* 


The  writer  of  this  brief  address  is  glad  to  have  been  reminded,  since  its 
delivery,  that  the  very  proposition  which  it  advocates  was  substantially 
snade,  and  forcibly  urged,  m  the  able  discourse  of  the  Hon.  J.  R.  Poin- 
4BETT,  late  Secretary  of  War,  before  the  National  Imititutionf  at  Washing- 
ton, at  their  first  anniversary  meeting.  The  fact  had  entirely  escaped  hii 
.memory ;  though  he  has  now  no  doubt  that  the  suggestion  (which  he  has 
been  revolving  in  his  mind  without  recollecting  its  origin)  was  in  truth  de* 
Tived  from  that  source.  Had  tho  circumstance  occurred  to  the  writer  in 
season,  he  would  have  endeavored  to  fortify  his  own  feeble  "  Plea,"  by 
4ivailing  himself  of  some  of  the  more  comprehensive  views  and  powerful 
arguments  of  the  honorable  Secretary.  As  it  is,  he  merely  desires,  in 
j>arliamentary  phrase,  to  be  regarded  as  seconding  the  motion  so  appro- 
priately made  oy  that  distinguished  promoter  of  Science  and  the  lioeral 
Arts. 


It  is  known,  probably,  to  every  individual  of  this  audi- 
ence, that  a  munificent  bequest  was  made,  a  few  years  since, 
to  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  James  Smithson,  of  London, 
for  the  purpose  of  founding,  "  at  Washington,  under  the 
name  of  the  Smithsonian  InsUtuiionj  an  establishment  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  menJ'  This  dona- 
tion, amounting  to  about  half  a  million  of  dollars,  has  been 
"duly  received,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  ot  the  United 
States,  awaiting  the  action  of  the  Government  to  carry  into 
effect  the  magnanimous  design  of  the  testator;  and  as  every 
citizen  of  this  Republic  is  interested  in  the  appropriate  use, 
itnd  faithful  management,  of  the  bequest,  I  propose  to  in- 
vite your  attention,  for  a  few  moments,  to  some  remarks 
and  suggestions,  which  have  occurred  to  me,  in  relation  to 
the  contemplated  establishment.  The  '^  increase  and  diffu- 
:«ion  of  knowledge,"  I  may  observe,  was  the  single  and 
lau'dable  motive  which  gave  origin  to  our  own  humble 
institution — and  is  the  object  which  alone  prompts  its 
efforts  to  be  an  useful  auxiliary  to  inquiring  minds.  Such 
is  ,also,  the  purpose  of  various  other  kindred  associations 
in  our  laud.  But  such  an  object  should  not  be  left  to  the 
scanty  means  of  local  societies  and  public-spirited  individ- 
uals. It  claims  the  fostering  care  of  a  Nation.  And  I  trust 
it  will  not  be  deemed  impertinent,  or  foreign  to  this  occa- 
sion, to  present  a  few  considerations  on  the  most  eligible 
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mode  of  establishing  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  of  so 
conducting  it  as  to  make  it  what  the  generous  founder  iu'* 
tended — a  national  benefaction. 

Various  suggestions  have  been  thrown  out  as  to  the  kind 
of  institution  which  would  be  most  appropriate  for  accom- 
plishing the  object  of  the  donor.  But  the  public  mind  does 
not  seem  to  be  settled  iipon  any  definite  proposition.  Some 
have  recommended  a  ^tional  Seminary,  in  which  the  usual 
branches  of  school  learning  should  be  taught  gratis,  or  at  a 
cheap  rate;  others  have  proposed  the  erection  of  an  Observa- 
tory, for  celestial  operations,  by  means  of  which  we  might 
contribute  our  just  quota  of  astronomical  information  to  the 

treat  community  of  civilized  nations,  &c.  None  of  these, 
owever,  appears  to  me  fully  to  embrace  the  object  contem- 
})lated.  Our  country  already  abounds  in  universities,  col- 
eges,  and  other  high  seminaries — many  more,  indeed,  than 
are  adequately  supported — in  which  the  various  branches  of 
Science  and  Literature  are  ably  taught ;  and  the  establish- 
ment of  an  additional  one,  at  Washington,  would  only  be  to 
bnild  up  a  new  rival,  and  thereby  to  augment  the  existing 
redundancy.  It  would  probably  weaken  other  similar  insti- 
tutions, and  therefore  tend  but  little, in  fact,  to  the  "increase 
and  diifusion  of  knowledge  among  men.''  Besides,  it  would 
necessarily  be  limited  and  partial  in  its  operations,  and  con- 
sequently become  a  source  of  dissatisfaction  among  those 
who  were  excluded.  We  see  this  objection  exemplified^ 
every  day,  in  the  envious  and  narrow-minded  assaults  upon 
that  noble  institution,  the  United  States  Military  Academy. 
The  establishment  of  a  national  observatory  would  indeed 
be  a  commendable  and  useful  measure.  It  is  one  of  those 
institutions  which  every  nation,  with  an  extensive  maritime 
commerce,  ought  to  possess  for  its  own  sake,  and  w^hich  is 
due,  as  a  contribution  to  Science,  from  every  Government 
that  aspires  to  an  equal  rank  with  the  rest  of  the  civilized 
world.  But,  as  the  immediate  and  palpable  benefits  of  an 
observatory  inure  mainly  to  the  commercial  and  military 
marine,  it  seems  to  come  especially  within  the  province,  and 
to  be  the  duty,  of  Congress,  to  provide  such  an  establishment 
at  the  proper  cost  of  the  country.  It  appears  to  me  to  come 
distinctly  under  the  same  constitutional  provision,  for  the 
protection  and  regulation  of  commerce,  which  authorizes 
the  construction  of  buoys,  breakwaters  and  light-houses; 
and  this  opinion  has  been  sanctioned  by  one  of  the  most 
learned  and  eminent  of  our  statesmen,  who,  in  urging  the 
erection  of  an  astronomical  observatory,  applies  to  those 
institutions  the  figurative   but  appropriate  appellation  of 
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*^Ught-house3  of  the  skies."  This  being  the  case,  all  the  du- 
ties prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  coming  clearly 
within  the  province  of  Conffress,  should  be  left  to  Siat  body 
to  perform,  in  its  own  good  time,  with  the  means  derived 
from  the  public  revenues ;  while  the  appropriation  of  a  be- 
quest, like  that  now  under  consideration,  should  be  made  to 
some  worthy  national  object,  for  which  the  rigid  construers 
of  the  organic  law  may  dispute  the  competency  of  the  legis- 
lature to  provide.  It  is  well  known  that  we  have  a  class  of 
statesmen,  so  called,  whose  minds  are  of  so  subtle  and  dis- 
putatious a  east,  that  no  public  measure,  however  valuable 
and  desirable,  can  receive  their  support,  unless  it  be  ex- 
pressly provided  for  in  the  Constitution,  and  even  then  they 
are  always  ready  and  prone  to  raise  objections  to  any  details 
of  a  liberal  tendency.  They  have  been  so  thoroughly  dis- 
ciplined in  the  school  of  "  strict  construction,"  and  are  so 
"  profoundly  skilled  in  analytic,"  that,  like  Sir  Hudibras^ 
they  can 

*<  distinguish  and  divide 

.    *<  A  hair  'twixt  south  and  southwest  side  " — 

and  no  direct  proposition  can  be  started,  for  the  generous 
purpose  of  improving  our  moral  and  intellectual  character, 
as  a  people,  which  does  not  encounter  the  most  inveterate 
cavilling.  Hence  it  is,  that  I  am  for  embracing  the  golden 
opportunity — ^which  now  presents  itself  divested  of  all  these 
metaphysical  difficulties — ^to  establish  at  the  seat  of  the 
General  Government  an  institution  for  the  "  increase  and 
diflftision"  of  a  kind  of  knowledge  which  is  of  undoubted 
advantage,  and  should  be  freely  communicated,  to  aU  men. 
I  mean  a  liberal  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  mate* 
rial  world — a  just  conception  of  the  productions  of  nature, 
and  a  general  acquaintance  with  the  useful  works  of  art. 
It  will  scarcely  be  denied,  that  an  adequate  knowledge  of 
this  description  would  benefit  every  man  that  lives.  It 
would  enable  every  one — no  matter  what  may  be  his  par- 
ticular vocation — ^better  to  understand  and  appreciate  his 
position  in  this  complicated  scene  of  action,  better  to  com- 
prehend the  means  at  his  disposal  for  the  promotion  of  his 
welfare ;  and,  moreover,  to  avail  himself,  on  the  easiest 
possible  terms,  of  the  skill  and  experience  which  have  been 
slowly  and  painfully  acquired  by  others. 

In  pursuance  of  this  object  I  would  appropriate,  in  per- 
petuity, the  income  of  the  Smithsonian  becjuest  to  the  estab- 
fishment  and  maintenance  of  an  institution  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  the  duty  and  business  of  which  should  be  to 
procure  from  every  region  of  the  globe,  as  opportunity 
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offered,  perfect  spooimena  of  every  production  of  iftifist, 
and  intelligible  models  of  all  the  ueetiil  implements  or  ^ 
paratus  contrived  bv  the  ingeuuit;  of  Art,  which  specimeu 
and  models  should  Be  arrau^ed  and  prcBerved  express];  for 
the  public  instruction.  I  believe  that  such  an  eetabliahment, 
properly  conducted,  and  of  ready  access  to  all  who  desire 
to  profit  by  it,  would  contribute  more  towards  "  the  iucrease 
and  diffiisioD  of  knowledge  among  men  "  than  an  other  io- 
stitution  which  could  be  devised;  and  the  means  being  thoB 
provided  by  the  free  gifl  of  a  generous  stranger,  I  do  not 
perceive  how  auy  constitutional  phantom  could  be  conjured 
up  to  thwart  the  design  by  the  most  transcendental  "Ab- 
stractionist" that  ever  emanated  from  the  "Ancient  Do- 
minion." 

Being  relieved  from  such  obstacles — ^which,  though  orifi- 
nating  in  the  imagination,  are  by  no  means  imaainarj/,  as  all 
will  admit  who  have  bad  any  experience  in  national  legials- 
tion — our  proposed  institution  would  be  enabled  to  com- 
mence its  career  under  the  happiest  auspices.  Beiug  the 
common  property  of  all,  preseuting  nothing  but  attractione 
and  involving  no  sinister  interests,  it  would  conciliate  the 
affections  and  speedily  become  the  petted  tavorite  of  the 
whole  people.  Unlike  some  of  our  ill-favored  and  mis- 
chievous political  pels,  it  would  stir  up  no  unseemly  jealousies 
and  strifes,  but  would  present  a  charming  neutral  ground, 
where  all  fjenerous  spirits  could  meet  in  harmony  and  good 
hamor,  and  find  a  temporary  refuge  from  the  eternal  bicker- 
ings of  Parti/. 

what  a  gratifying  spectacle  to  see  an  institution  such  as 
may  now  be  established,  devoted  to  the  pure  purposes  of  io- 
tellectual  improvement,  uniting  all  hearts  in  its  support,  and 
impartially  difi'using  its  benign  influences  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  this  inighty  Republic !  And  why 
should  we  not  have  such  an  establiabmeut?  Nearly  every 
crowned  head  in  the  civilized  world  has  taken  care  to  found 
such  noble  institutions,  and  to  render  them  the  delight  of 
his  subjects  and  tbe  ornaments  of  bis  realm.  Like  the  floral 
beauties  which  cluster  upon  the  walls  of  some  antiquated 
castles,  they  serve  at  once  to  disguise  and  decorate  the  un- 
couth structures  which  sustain  them.  Why,  then,  Bhould 
not  the  classic  pillars  of  our  Republican  fnbnc  be  wreathed 
with  tbe  cbaplets  of  Science  m^Jfoatfioned  wiUi  tlie  gar- 
lands of  Taste?  Are  tbe  vgqwflgHlWf  deapoUam  ei^tW 
to  the  gratifications  to  bo  ^^Sm^  &•*  "*»"*  "f  *^7,\- 
edge  id  the  congregated  U^*-^  ^^^Ji^LT^tX 

free  citizens  "*  "  "'■■>""'"'   ^^  -■•  '■        '^~  ' 
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rational  einoyments?  Must  wo  all,  and  forever,  id  tlus 
glorious  field  for  hnmaa  improvement,  be  tied  down  hj 
"Btrict  construction"  to  the  groveling,  sordid  cares  of  mere 
pecuniary  concerns,  or,  at  moat,  be  indulged  with  a  periodical 
ecramble  for  the  "  spoils  "  of  partisan  victory  ? 

In  my  humble  opmion,  those  who  are  worthy  of  the  name 
of  freemen — inteUectual  freemen — should  have  some  other, 
acme  loftier  object,  (by  intervals,  at  least,)  than  the  everlasting 
consideration  of  the  merits  and  capsbilities  of  the  "almighty 
dollar;"  and  while  I  fully  assent  to  the  maxim  that  unceas- 
ing vigilance  over  the  conduct  of  rulers  and  political  leaders 
is  the  condition  on  which  we  hold  our  liberties,  I  neverthe- 
less believe  we  may  occasionally  venture  to  relax  the  tension 
of  party  strife,  and  allow  our  miuds  a  brief  indulgence  in 
the  more  amiable  recreations  of  Literature  and  Science. 

But  I  hold  it  aa  an  unquestioaable  truth  that  a  National 
Institution,  such  as  has  been  suggested,  would  possess  the 
twofold  merit  of  promotii^g  intellectual  advancement  and 
ministering  to  the  improvement  of  our  physical  condidou. 
Its  location  has  been  judiciously  fixed  by  the  testator  at  the 
eeat  of  the  General  Government — the  attractive  center  of 
all  our  national  concerns,  and  enjoying  a  happy  medium  in 
reference  to  climate  and  geographical  position.  Let  there, 
then,  be  established  at  the  city  of  Washington  an  ample 
Satanic  Garden,  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  all  the  interest- 
ing and  valuable  species  of  vegetable  creation,  bo  that  we 
may  become  practically  acquainted  with  all  the  plants  which 
are  nseful  to  man,  and  ascertain  how  many,  and  which  of 
them,  are  worthy  and  susceptible  of  being  introduced  into 
the  culture  of  the  various  districts  of  our  Union.  The  im> 
portance  of  this  to  agriculture — the  great  and  deservedly 
prominent  interest  of  our  country — must  be  obvious  on  the 
t>arc  suggestion.  It  would,  moreover,  insure  success,  and 
give  an  abiding  interest  to  the  noble  project  now  in  agit^ 
tion  of  forming  a  National  Society  for  the  promotion  of  agri- 
culture. It  would  afford  the  ready  means  for  judicious  ex- 
periments in  vegetable  culture,  and  aid  in  sifting  all  useful 
facts  from  the  chaffy  mass  of  idle  theory,  prejudice,  and 
delusion.  Iif  short,  it  may  be  made  the  instrnment  for  col- 
lecting the  scattered  raya  of  agricultural  knowledge,  aa  it 
were,  to  a  focus,  and  thence  directing  them  wiih  a  concea- 
'  light  and  a  genial  warmth  to  every  department  of 
"""""    z  practical  science. 

■oundaries  of  this  natioual  gardes  should  be 

^cle,  or  museum,  for  the  preservation 

nent  of  all  specimens  in  Natural 
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'  ERatoiy,  UhntmtiQg  as  -well  tiie  geolo^oal  strtuMare  trP  oar 
[rfaiiet  as  the  ohanoter  of  the  materhila  whidi  fbrm  ha  em^ 
aod  of  the  oiganized  beinga  which  intuit  its  aorftoe. 
-  '  It  should  be  made  the  da^ — aalamsareitwoiUdbettB 
pleasure  and  the  pride — of  eveiyofBcer  in  thenaval-nft 
military  eerried,  to  embraoe  all  i^^rtunities  fbrad£iirtft 
the  rivhes  <^  this  national  treaanry  of  knowledge.  At 
revennee  from  these  sonroee  woold  soon  exceed  tm^  eriimata 
which  could  now  be  made,  while  the  cost  of  colleetum  wooU 
be  altcwether  nominal ;  and  althoDgh,  as  poHiiekoUt  we  mCT 

?Darrerand  contend  abont  **j(tealibe$"  and  *'ncM«aainev 
am  confident  that,  as  loren  of  nature  and  true  B 


gloiy,  we  flhoald  cordially  unite  in  making  every  offleer  and 
pabfio  agent  a  sub-tnaattrer  for  the  generona  pnrpoaea  of  tUt 
lostitotion.  The  collections'  already  made  and  forwaidad 
to  Washington  h^  the  ^orioaB  expedition  now  ezpkrii^ 
the  Boathern  bemi^here  wiU  form  an  appropriate  nodeoi 
or  foandation  for  the  estabUshnent,  and  the  expected  ad£> 
tions  from  the  same  sonrce  irill  no  dooht  greatly  enhanee 
its  valae.  With  these  ridi  materiala — the  finite  of  an  ntn^ 
raise  which  will  r^ect  honw  npoo  oar  Gh>vemmeQt  todi* 
utest  generadoD— we  m^  safoly  commence  the  inatitntkn 
beqaeathed  to  us  "  for  the  inerbase  and  diffosion  of  knowledga 
among  men." 

To  the  means  thus  briefly  indicated  for  promoting  a 
knowledge  of  those  Tuiturai  productions  which  have  been 
placed  at  onr  disposal  by  a  beneficent  Creator  I  woald  bave 
annexed,  as  already  mentioned,  a  department  for  the  collec- 
tion and  exhibition  of  all  tbe  usetul  implements  and  ma- 
chinery which  have  been  contrived  by  art  for  aiding  the 
operations  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  human  race; 
and  this  desirable  appendage,  as  every  one  knows,  is,  to  a 
great  extent,  already  prepared  to  our  hands  in  the  admira- 
ble eHtablishment  for  the  preservation  of  models,  which  are 
required  to  be  deposited  on  the  issue  of  Utters-patmt  for  new 
inventions.  This  department  might  be  conveniently  and 
most  appropriately  made  a  branch  of  the  proposed  instito- 
tion. 

AVith  these  combined  advantiigea,  and  the  requisite  adJt-  ^ 
tiona  being  supplied  as  opportunity  offered,  we  ehoaJdaoofl/ 
poesese  the  means  of  acquiring  a  competent  knowJedg  ' 
all  that  exists  in  nature  or  has  been  ppoduCI''  *■" 
that  I  should  call  a  genuine  "establisl: 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge^ 
eeraiuariea  would  i 
languages,  rulefl^^fl 
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laboring  at  the  various  subdivisions  and  branches  of  knowl- 
edge here,  at  the  common  center  of  the  Republic,  we  should 
have  the  entire  tree^  in  perennial  verdure,  accessible  to  all 
who  mi^ht  desire  to  participate  in  the  pleasures  and  benefits 
aflTorded  by  its  flowers  and  its  fruits.  Every  terrestial  object 
interesting  to  man  would  here  be  submitted  to  the  examina- 
tion of  his  senses,  and  rendered  intelligible  to  his  under- 
standing; and  every  citizen  whose  taste  or  talents  fitted  him 
for  the  acquisition,  instead  of  wandering  at  the  peril  of  life 
and  limb  in  the  pursuit,  would  here  find  the  elements  of 
knowledge,  drawn  from  every  region  of  the  globe,  and 
adapted  to  his  use,  in  the  very  bosom  of  his  native  land. 
And  this,  let  me  add,  is  in  my  opinion  the  true  method  for 
diffusing  knowledge  among  men.  Present  the  inducements, 
furnish  the  means,  point  out  the  way,  and  then  leave  the 
student  to  gain  the  prize  by  the  efforts  of  his  own  talents 
and  industry. 

The  ordinary  practice  of  attempting  to  force  indiscrimi- 
nately upon  the  minds  of  pupils  a  determinate  portion  of 
school  learning  is  something  like  the  process  of  drenching 
a  juvenile  patient  with  the  unpalatable  prescriptions  of  the 
doctor.  It  may  be  beneficial,  and  sometimes  indispensable, 
but  the  medicine  is  apt  to  be  rejected,  and  is  almost  inva- 
riably recollected  with  loathing.  Yet,  when  the  sufferer  has 
acquired  a  proper  sense  of  his  condition,  and  comprehends 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  he  seeks  a  remedy  with  eagerness, 
and  applies  it  without  the  slightest  regard  to  any  unpleasant 
contingencies.  Instead,  then,  of  merely  adding  to  the  num- 
ber of  seminaries  for  the  indiscriminate  infliction  upon  the 
young  of  certain  prescribed  doses  of  learning,  I  would  estab- 
lish our  Smithsonian  Institution  as  a  great  national  warehouse 
of  knowledge,  where  every  one  rai^ht  find  something  suited 
to  his  wants,  and  to  which  he  could  freely  resort  whenever 
he  became  conscious  of  his  necessities. 

I  would,  however,  provide  one  or  more  suitable  persons, 
in  the  character  of  curators,  who  should  be  competent  to 
expound  the  principles  of  arrangement,  to  elucidate  what- 
ever might  be  obscure,  and,  generally,  to  facilitate  the  re- 
searches of  all  who  might  require  assistance.  More  ex- 
^nsive  or  direct  means  of  instruction,  if  found  expedient, 

nl'^  at  any  time  be  provided. 

'**«^  Ijeneral  direction  and  management  of  the  estab- 

re  is,  happily,  also  on  the  spot  an  organized 

*  respectable  character,  well  fitted,  and  no 

^»^,  to  discharge  the  duty.    A  "  No- 

nation  of  Science^'  has  been  recently 
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established  at  Wf»hiogton»  wluch  seetu  to  be  nuinalj 
adapted  to  soch  a  trust  Tt»  members  and  dtcm  are«f 
the  most  distiDgiiiifaed  roddents  of  that  oi^,  and,  by  Ai 
«0D8tatata(Hi,  the  Beorotaries  of  the  War  uid  Smvjpiftilt- 
meats  are,  ex  (^ffteSt,  directors  of  the  institQtitm.   There  i^ 


then,  aa  ample  provinon  for  keeping  the  whole  ooneeni  d^ 
under  the  inspection  and  control  en  the  Govemmmt;  aai 
bfflng  in  its  natare  entirelT  anconneoted  with  mere  par^  vm- 
eideraUons,  it  would  donbtleas  become,  as  it  ou^t,  an  ol^Mk 
of  Muerons  rivalry  witb  eucccssive  administrations,  ea<^ 
stnving  in  taro  to  ezoel  its  predecessors  in  promoting  the 
prosperity  and  exten^ng  the  beitufits  of  the  establiahroent. 

I  cannot  permit  myself  to  believe  there  tcouM  be  anf 
danger  of  its  ever  desperating  into  an  object  of  mere  par- 
tisan cupidity,  or  bein^  converted  into  a  political  lair  bf 
any  of  that  ravenooa  tnbe  who  instinotivelj  He  in  wait  for 
the  oflU  of  Government  patronage.  Such  a  desecration 
would  shock  the  national  eenee  of  decorum,  and  would  be 
scarcely  less  repognaotto  the  habite  of  the  strange  incnmbent 
himielL  Who  ever  heard  of  a  professional  omce-hunter— 
a  regular  mooser  for  party  favors — taking  an  interest  ia 
the  beaotiea  of  Creation,  or  co-operating  in  the  promotioa 
ofBcience?  The  idea  is  preposterous.  His  nature  would 
revolt  at  Buch  a  position.  The  very  atmosphere  of  the  pUm 
would  be  unBuited  to  bis  respiration,  ana  every  inflaence 
within  its  boandaries  would  combine  to  oxpel  him  from  the 
consecrated  ground.  Or,  if  by  some  miraculous  develop- 
ment, a  taste  for  liberal  pursuits  should  chance  to  be  awsk- 
ened  in  such  an  iQcumhent,  we  should  see  a  metamorphoria 
as  salutary  as  it  would  be  rare,  and  thus  the  institatioii 
would  still  be  safe. 

In  every  event,  I  believe  it  would  prove  a  most  valuable 
auxiliary  in  diffusing  useful  knowledge — expanding  the 
minds,  humanizing  the  dispositions,  ana  refining  the  tastes 
of  our  people — and  consequently  elevating  the  nation»I 
character  to  that  high  standard  of  civilization  which  i>e- 
comes  a  great  and  enlightened  Republic, 

I  have  thus,  hastily  and  briefly,  adverted  to  a  few  of  tbe 
considerations  which  induce  nie  to  believe  that  a  NaTioNAt 
Museum  and  Botanic  Gakden,  built  up  and  sast^ned  bj 
the  Smilksonian  Bequest,  and  dedicated  to  the  instrnctiM 
the  American  people,  would  not  only  be  a  leo^*™""*- 
for  the  appropriation  of  that  fund,  but  would, 
more  towards  the  "increase  and  difiusioa  < 

'  than  anyjitii^imfilHtiou  which  liae  jj^et  h 
suggested.     The  bei 
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,  more  palpable,  more  accessible — and  therefore 
more  generally  enjoyed  by  the  nation  at  large — than  those 
of  any  other  single  establishment.  If  this  be  true,  should 
we  not  unite,  as  with  one  voice,  in  urging  the  accompliah- 
meiit  of  BO  noble  a  design?  And  may  we  not  indulge  the 
hope  that  our  public  aervante — who  profess  such  eagerness 
to  gratify  the  wishes  of  their  conslituents — would  promptly 
respond  to  so  reasonable  a  request  ?  To  doubt  their  compli- 
ance with  such  a  manifestation  of  the  sovereign  will  would 
be  treason  against  the  very  theory  of  our  Government.  I 
shall  be  guilty  of  no  such  political  heresy.  I  shall  antici- 
pate no  such  contumacious  neglect  of  representative  duty; 
but  will  look  forward  with  confidence  to  the  day,  when  the 
citizens  of  this  Republic  shall  possess  all  the  means,  and 
enjoy  all  the  advantages,  of  intellectual  culture  which  have 
been  hitherto  monopolized  by  the  subjects  of  European 
monarchies. 

Let  us,  then,  never  falter  in  our  efforts,  nor  halt  for  an 
instant  in  our  career  of  improvement,  until  our  temples  of 
Science  shall  vie  with  the  noblest  of  those  beyond  the 
Atlantic,  And  while  the  Frenchman  justly  glories  in  the 
Jardin  des  Ptanles — while  the  Briton  boasts,  with  reason,  of 
the  Royal  Garden  at  Kew — and  even  the  Russian,  in  his 
frozen  clime,  is  warmed  into  admiration  by  the  Imperial 
Conservatory  of  the  Czars — let  American  freemen,  in  their 
turn,  be  enabled  to  point,  with  patriotic  pride,  to  a  National 
Institution,  of  no  less  beauty  and  value,  at  the  Metropolis  of 
their  own  favored  land. 
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AN  ADDRESS  ON  THE  DUTIES  OP  GOVERNMENT, 

In  reference  chiefly  to  Public  Ineiruction^  with  the  Outlinee  of  a  Plain  for 
the  Application  of  the  Smitheonian  Fund  to  that  O^'^ei,. 

By  Rsy.  William  Barlow. 

Oellvered,  In  sabstanoe,  before  the  American  Institnte,  In  the  Ljoenm  of 
Natural  History,  in  New  York  City,  February  10, 1817.* 


Qentlemen  of  thb  American  Institute: 

The  main  object  of  the  discourse  which  I  am  now  to  de- 
liver is  to  lay  before  you  the  outlines  of  a  Plan  of  a  &mtiU 
sonian  Institution  ^^for  the  increase  and  diffusim  of  knowUdgt 
among  meriy^  in  conformity  to  the  Will  of  the  late  James 
Smithson,  of  England,  by  whom  a  fund  for  that  purpose 
has  been  bequeathed  to  these  United  States. 

Preliminary,  however,  to  the  main  design,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  a  few  thoughts  on  the  ^reat  ends  of  government, 
and  its  duties  in  regard  to  public  instruction.  The  theme 
deserves  our  fixed  attention ;  for,  where  the  sovereignty  is 
vested  in  the  people,  and  the  legislator  is  the  mere  e'zponcnt 
of  the  popular  will,  constitutional  liberty  and  social  well- 
being  must  depend  mainly  on  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of 
the  constituency.     ****♦♦ 

The  terms  of  the  will  must  determine  the  character  of 
the  institution;  and,  brief  as  they  are,  they  seem  to  be  suffi- 
ciently explicit  to  show  what  were  the  wishes  and  intentions 
of  Mr.  Smithson. 

First.  It  is  evident,  I  think,  that  he  •  contemplated  the 
founding  of  an  Institution  m  ^^enerw — different  from  any 
existing  university,  college,  library,  museum,  or  gallery  of 
art.  Had  he  intended  any  one  of  these  he  would  have  said 
so,  without  any  circumlocution. 

Secondly.  By  "Men*'  he  undoubtedly  meant  aU  menj  but 

especially  all  citizens  of  the  United  States — the  masses  of 

■  rwew,  the  comparatively  neglected  millions^  as  distinguished  from 

the  privileged  classes.  Having  in  view  the  benefit  of  the  peopU^ 
bo  selected  this  country  as  his  heir,  naturally  supposing  that 
a  popular  government  would  discharge  the  trust  in  good 
faith  for  the  advantage  of  its  constituency. 

Thirdly.  By  "  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowlbdgb  " 
\  I  suppose  he  meant,  not  so  much  the  increase  of  the  sum 


•New  York.   Printed  by  B.  R.  Barton.   1817. 
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of  human  knowledge  by  new  discoveries  in  science,  as  the 
wider  diffusion  of  that  which  is  already  in  possession  of  the 
race — the  increase  of  knowledge  among  trie  millions  by  diffusion, 
the  increase  of  the  miUions  who  know.  He  did  not  de&ign  to 
put  men  upon  the  search  of  undiscovered  truths,  to  augment 
the  scientitic  stores  of  some  future  Newton,  Poreon,  or  La 
Place,  but  to  call  into  existence  a  system  of  expedients  to 
spread  knowledge  and  equalize  its  advantages. 

Fourthly.  By  the  "knowledob"  to  be  diffused  he  must 
have  intended,  not  the  simple  elements  taught  in  primary 
schools;  not  the  recondite  lore  of  the  higber  seminaries, 
for  which  the  millions  have  no  leisure;  not  the  dogmata  oi 
theology,  which  it  is  the  business  of  the  Church  to  teach,  but 
secular  knowledge,  adapted  to  the  continued  education  of  manhood, 
suited  to  the  wants  of  the  millions  and  not  otherwise  adequatdy 
provided  for — knowledge  touching  their  bcsihbsb,  their  interests, 
their  social  ddties  and  political  eights. 

On  all  these  points  gentlemen  have  fallen  into  error.  The 
word  institution  seems  to  call  up  in  their  minds  all  the  insti- 
tutions of  civilization  where  knowledge  is  to  be  acquired, 
and  the  new  desideratum  tbey  propose  to  form  by  combining 
them  together.  Instead  of  planning  an  institution  for  the 
benefit  of  the  millions,  they  devise  one  for  the  benefit  of  the 
graduates  of  colleges,  raembcra  of  Congress,  and  gentlemen 
of  leisure.  Instead  of  diffusing  knowledge,  they  concen- 
trate it  at  Washington. 

The  main  object  of  Mr.  Smithson  mjist  have  been  the 
diffusion  of  truth.  An  institution  for  the  discovert/  of  new 
trullis,  and  one  for  the  diffusion  of  old  ones,  must  of  necessity 
differ  widely  in  their  plan  and  details.  He  said  nothing  of 
two  distinct  institutions,  but  of  one  only.  If  he  intended 
the  first,  he  must  have  been  insane.  An  institution  incor- 
porated at  Washington  to  make  scientific  discoveries,  or  to 
pick  up  diamonds  on  the  Rocky  Mountains,  would  be  an 
absuraity.  Men  do  not  find  planets  or  diamonds  because 
they  are  incorporated  for  that  purpose.  But  an  institution 
for  "the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men"  has  a  definite 
and  practicable  object,  fraught  with  certain  and  substantial 
benefits  to  mankind,  and  the  conception  of  such  a  scheme 
evinces  both  the  wisdom  and  philanthropy  of  the  testator. 

But  allowing  that  the  increase  of  the  sum  of  human 
knowledge  was  intended  by  him,  I  think  ho  would  not  have 
advised  the  appointment  of  half  a  dozen  men  to  take  their 
daily  rounds  through  a  library  of  500,000  volumes,  a  garden 
of  500,000  plants,  and  a  cabinet  of  500,000  curiosities,  as 
the  means  of  attaining  that  object.     The  most  direct  way 
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to  increase  the  aggregate  of  haman  knowled^  woald  be  t» 
diffase  what  we  have  among  the  masses.  This  would  Iw 
the  "open  sesame/"  the  talismanic  word  which  would  un- 
lock the  hidden  chambers  of  science.  lastead  of  putting 
ten  men  into  snug  sinecarea,  the  tme  method  would  be  to 
pat  ten  millions  of  men  upon  the  search  of  truth,  when  it 
might  happen  that  the  immortal  discoverers  would  come 
fomi  &om  some  obscure  cabin  on  the  Aroostook,  or  soma 
remote  cottage  of  the  prairie.  Btscoveries  must  be  left  to 
time,  to  chance,  to  the  researches  of  the  solitary  student, 
to  men  whom  God  shall  inspire  with  the  spirit  of  excellent 
wisdom,  Bnt  the  seed  of  scieni^  discovery  is  diffused  knowledge. 
This  should  be  sown  broadcast  among  the  masses.  This  wu 
the  ol^ect  of  Mr.  Smitheon — '*  To  increase  and  difiuse  knowl< 
edge  among  men." 

Of  the  various  plans  which  have  been  suggested,  that  of 
the  Hon.  Richard  Kosh,  addressed  to  President  Van  Buren, 
is  the  most  remarkable.  He  advised  the  appointment,  hj 
the  President  and  heads  of  Departments,  &c.,  of  as  m&aj 
lecturers  as  the  funds  would  bear,  whoso  duty  it  sbouM  be 
to  "illustrate  the  democratio  principle  in  elementary  die- 

fnisitioDS,"  &c,  which  were  then  to  be  submitted  to  the 
'resident,  and  if  approved  by  him,  published.  He  pr^ 
nantly  remarks:  "If  knowledge  is  power,  poioer  direct^ 
knowkdge  may  make  it  efficacious;"  and  he  sagely  aogort 
that  "the  desire  of  fome,  increased  by  the  hope  of  uieir 
lectures  being  published,  might  be  expected  to  stimulate 
them  to  exertion;  and  if  incentives  so  high  were  wantiog, 
the  tenure  of  their  appointmenia,  where  the  Executive  and  the 
public  eye  would  be  upon  them,  would  act  as  a  guard  agfuast 
any  slackness  in  their  duties."  This  scheme  embraced  other 
and  better  features,  but  this  was  its  most  prominent  one. 
The  adoption  of  this  bad  plan  would  have  made  the  bequest 
a  corruption  fund,  and  its  lecturers  a  corps  of  Executive 
sycophants  and  political  hacks.  I  mention  it  merely  to  show 
what  projects  politicians  are  capable  of  conceiving,  and  to 
what  base  purposes  this  sacred  bequest  may  be  perverted  if 
it  be  not  vigilantly  guarded,  i 

Doctors  Cooper,  Chapin,  aud  Waylaud  concur  in  recom-  i 
mending  a  kind  of  wiiversity.  Dr.  Cooper  would  open  it  J 
only  to  the  graduates  of  colleges.  Dr.  Chapin  would  hace 
a  few  chairs  filled  with  "profesBors  of  the  tii-at  powers  an<J 
attainments;"  of  which  few  chairs  he  specifies  only 
Dr.  Wayland  would  have  "^  ■ffiT'  of  atudiM  com™ 
where  the  studies  of  oaj^aKil  Mi^^*?!:.„  !11!av 
end.    To  this  plan,  in 


\  and        \ 


that  the  profeasorships  iu  such  an  institation  in  the  city  of 
WasbiugtoD  would  be  sinecares,  aod  its  halla  solitades. 
Life,  in  America,  is  thought  to  be  too  short  to  admit  of  a 
univerBity  course  betuseen  the  collegiate  and  professional 
studies.  It  would  be  the  most  thorouqhly  exclusive  and  ariato- 
eratic  institaiion  of  learning  in  the  world.  None  but  the  opulent 
and  the  learned  would  enjoy  its  advantages;  whereas  this 
legacy  was  not  intended  for  the  exclusive  oeneiit  of  an  aris- 
tocracy of  wealth  and  learning,  bat  of  the  comparatively 
oaeducated  masses — "  To  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge 
among  men." 

The  Hon.  John  Q.  Adams  repudiated  the  plan  of  endow- 
ing a  school  of  any  sort,  because  the  American  people  are 
sacredly  bound,  he  says,  to  provide  for  education  at  their 
own  expense,  and  ought  not  to  be  indebted  for  such  a  pro* 
vision  to  the  eleemosynary  donation  of  a  foreigner;  and  yet 
Mr.  Adams  advised  the  erection  of  an  astronomical  ob:;erva- 
tory,  the  appointment  of  an  astronomer,  assistants,  and  at- 
tendants, and  the  pnblication  of  a  nautical  almanac.  This 
application  of  the  fund  is  clearly  open  to  his  own  objection, 
that  the  Government  should  furnish  such  an  institution  at 
its  own  charge.  It  is  open  to  the  still  more  fatal  objection, 
that  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  national  faith.  Mr.  Smith- 
son  could  not  have  contemplated  any  such  use  of  his  money. 
He  was  thinking  of  men,  not  of  the  planets;  and  designed  to 
diffuse  among  them  something  more  than  nautical  almanacs. 
All  knowledge,  it  is  trae,  benefits  man;  and  he  that  counts 
the  stars,  and  he  that  counts  the  spawn  of  the  cod,  adds  some- 
thing to  the  common  stock;  but  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  was  the  thing  intended  by  Mr,  Kmithson.  Fortunately, 
this  plan  has  been  superseded  by  the  erection  of  an  astro- 
nomical observatory  at  the  public  expense — a  bill  for  that 
purpose  having  been  sraugsled  through  Congress  under  the 
pretense  of  erecting  a  building  to  keep  maps  in. 

The  Hon,  Mr.  Tappau  proposed  a  botanical  garden,  like 
the  Jardin  des  Planles,  in  Paris;  agricultural  experiments 
on  a  farm  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose;  conservatories, 
chemical  laboratory,  cabinets  of  natural  history;  lectures, 
somewhat  on  the  plan  of  Mr.  Rush,  for  the  benefit  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  with  their  families;  members  of  the  Gov- 
ernment with  their's;  inhabitants  of  the  city,  and  strangers 
visiting  it.  A  library  was  to  he  created,  at  the  expense  of 
$5,000  per  annum;  and,  finally,  an  establishment  for  print- 
ing scientific  treatises,  tracts,  &c.  This  scheme  would  have 
produced  a  college  without  students;  professors  to  teach 
members   of  Congress  gratis;  a  flower  garden  to  supply 
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bonquets  for  the  ladies,  aud  "elegant  teDemeota"  for  tht 
hangers-on  of  the  party  in  power.  All  very  good  things  io 
their  way,  but  not  the  things  intended  by  Mr.  Smithsoa. 
The  redeeming  feature  of  this  plan  was  the  eetablisbtnent 
for  printing.  I  apprehend,  however,  that  it  would  have 
proved  merely  a  large  leak  to  let  ofl"  surplus  funds.  How 
the  treatises  were  to  be  disposed  of  I  am  not  informed — 
probably  as  gratuities  to  members  of  Congress  and  their 
friends.  Such  a  splendid  group  of  establishments  would 
have  exhausted  the  entire  funds  of  the  institution  at  the 
outset.  They  would  have  served  to  garuish  "the  city  of 
magnificent  distances"  so  long  as  they  were  supported  from 
the  national  treasury,  but  would  have  reflected  but  little 
light  upon  the  minds  of  the  millions  beyond  its  suburbs. 

The  Uon.  Mr.  Cboate  proposed  to  amend  the  scheme  of 
Mr.  Tappan,  by  appropriating  to  the  library  820,000  per 
annum,  for  twenty-five  years.  He  retained  all  the  other 
features  of  the  plan,  excepting  that  he  restricted  the  lectures 
to  the  winter,  and  the  publications  to  the  lectures  delivered. 
The  nation  might  well  be  proud  of  such  a  library.  With  a 
little  economy  in  the  distribution  of  the  spoils,  twice  the 
amount,  possibly,  might  be  saved  from  the  treasury.  The 
Government  would  do  well  to  found  such  a  library;  if  for 
no  other  purpose,  to  aid  the  researches  of  our  Prescotts, 
Irvings,  aud  Sparks.  But  this  should  be  done  with  its  own 
money — not  with  this  trust  fund.  To  imprison  knowledge 
in  600,000  volumes  of  gilded  calf,  and  lock  it  up  behind 
doors  of  glass  and  mahogany,  would  be  a  grand  afiair — a 
splendid  thing  for  members  of  Congress  to  look  upon.  But 
if  it  were  created  by  the  Smithsonian  fund,  it  would  be  a 
magnificent  violation  of  the  national  faith !  Mr.  Smithsoa 
gave  his  money  in  trust,  to  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge 
amono;  men — not  to  stow  it  away  on  shelves  of  deal,  inac- 
cessible to  all  but  the  keeper  and  the  moth ;  at  any  rate, 
wholly  and  forever  inaccessible  to  the  millions.  So  far  from 
carrying  out  the  design  of  Mr.  Smithson,  it  reverses  it;  and 
instead  of  diffusing  knowledge,  concentrates  it  at  Washing- 
ton, where  there  is  already  one  of  the  largest  libraries  in  the 
Union. 

The  bill  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Owen  provided  for  lectureships 
on  agriculture  and  chemistry;  for  the  extensive  use  of  the 
press,  in  the  difiusion  of  knowledge;  and  for  a  normal 
school,  for  the  education  of  teachers.  The  peculiar  feature 
of  this  bill,  the  normal  school,  would,  I  apprehend,  differ 
irom  the  institution  recommended  by  Doctors  Chapin  and 
Wayland,  as  being  inferior;  and  from  a  hundred  academies 
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alrcadj  established,  aa  being  more  iDaccessible.  Sucti  ineti- 
tulioQs  should  be  founded  where  living  is  cheap.  Wash- 
ington would  bo  the  most  unfavorable  locality  in  the  Union. 
The  i'ew  who  could  afford  the  expense  of  a  school  there, 
would  be  apt  to  prefer  some  college,  where  proficient-y 
might  obtain  at  least  the  reward  of  a  diploma.  Mr.  Owen's 
plan  for  employing  iho  press,  was  probably  the  nearest  ap- 
proach to  the  great  desideratum  which  had  been  made. 
But  here  everything  would  depend  upon  the  mode  of  dis- 
tribution. His  plan,  as  a  whole,  appears  to  me  to  have 
embraced  too  many  objects  for  the  fund  to  bear,  and  ma- 
chinery too  much  complicated  to  run  well.  In  both  these 
respects,  however,  it  was  much  to  be  preferred  to  the  plana 
which  had  preceded  it.  It  bore  the  marks  of  intelligent 
thought,  practical  wisdom,  and  honest  patriotism;  but  it 
was  fated  to  be  superseded  by  a  piece  of  patchwork,  which, 
in  the  session  of  1845-46,  became  the  law  of  the  land. 

The  act  to  establish  the  "Smithsonian  Institution"  com- 
bines some  of  the  worst  features  of  the  preceding  plans, 
while  it  wants  their  redeeming  qualities.  It  provides  most 
amply  for  wasting  the  entire  income  of  the  fund  upon  aa 
assemblage  of  distinct  estabUsbments  under  that  name.  It 
creates  a  vast  and  complicated  piece  of  machinery,  which 
would  require  the  income  of  millions  to  keep  in  repair, and 
which  would  seem  to  have  no  ultimate  object  external  to 
itself. 

The  first  section  constitutes  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  the  Poatraaster-General,  the  Attorney- 
General,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Commissioner  of  the  Patent 
OHice,  and  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  during 
their  continuance  in  their  respective  offices,  "and  suck  oth^ 
persons  aa  they  may  elect  honorary  members,"  "an  establishment 
by  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,"  "  to  have  per- 
petual succession,"  &c. 

No  limit  is  here  set  to  the  number  of  honorary  members. 
The  Cabinet  may  appoint  them  a^t  libitum.  There  may  be 
ten  or  ten  hundred.  With  two  exceptions,  the  whole  body 
may  be  changed  with  every  change  of  the  Administration. 
No  duties  are  assigned  to  it  bnt  tliose  specified  in  the  8th 
section,  namely,  "to  hold  stated  and  special  meetings  for 
the  supervision  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  Institution,  and  the 
advice  and  instruction  of  the  said  Board  of  Eegents."  As, 
however,  the  said  Board  of  liegcnts  is,  by  section  third, 
Authorized  "  to  conduct  the  businesB  of  the  Institution,"  it 
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i  .   was  obvioasly  unnecessary  to  assign  any  other  than  naminat 

1  duties  to  the  nominal  institution. 

'-]  The  creation  of  this  nominal  institution,  though  utterly 

useless  as  regards  the  transaction  of  business,  is  a  matter  of 
^ave  import  touching  the  funds.  If,  as  seems  to  have  been 
the  intention,  and  as  justice  itself  requires,  ^Uhe  members 
and  honorary  members  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  "  are 
to  be  entitled,  as  well  as  the  Board  of  Regents,  to  draw  upon 

»-^  the  funds  for  ^^  their  necessary  travelling,  and  other  actual 

!  expenses,"  when  attending  at  ^Mts  stated  and  special  meet- 

ings,"  revenues  may  be  required  for  the  "actual  expenses" 
of  an  exceeding  great  army  of  men,  "  desiring  the  crumbs 
which  fall  from  the  table/' 

The  third  section  confides  the  business  of  the  Institution 
to  a  "  Board  of  Regents,"  consisting  of  the  Vice-Preffident  of 
the  United  States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  during  the  time  for 
which  they  shall  hold  their  respective  offices;  three  members 
of  the  Senate^  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  thereof:  three 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives^  to  be  appointed  by 
&e  Speaker  thereof;  and  six  other  persons,  to  be  appointea 
by  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, fifteen  in  all.  Vacancies  to  be  filled  by  Congress  in 
the  usual  manner. 

This  Board  of  Regents  constitutes,  in  fact,  a  dupUcale 
Smithsonian  Institutiony  differing  from  the  first  as  being  the 
real,  while  the  other  is  only  the  nominal  Institution.  The 
organization  of  this  board,  like  the  other,  is  wholly  of  a 
party  character,  and  liable  to  constant  change.  The  prin- 
ciple of  rotation  in  office,  carried  into  the  institute,  will  de- 
Erive  its  officers  of  the  benefit  of  experience.  Its  offices  will 
e  so  many  places  added  to  Government  patronage,  and  its 
income  will  be  so  much  money  added  to  the  spoils  of  the 
victors. 

It  will  be  their  duty  to  hold  "regular  and  special  meet- 
ings;" to  appoint  and  remove  subordinate  officers;  to  super- 
intend the  building;  to  audit  accounts  and  disburse  moneys; 
to  furnish  the  cabinets,  laboratory,  library,  and  gallery  of 
art;  to  make  exchanges  of  specimens;  and  report  tneir 
operations  to  Congress.  In  a  word,  to  manage  the  complex 
machinery  of  the  several  institutions  to  be  created  under  the 
name  of  the  "  Smithsonian  Institution."  Their  offices  will 
be  no  sinecures,  but  '^  their  services  as  Regents  are  to  be 
gratuitous."  As,  however,  most  of  these  fifteen  gentlemen 
may  be  called  from  distant  States  to  attend  to  their  duties, 
'^  the  travelling  and  other  actual  expenses  "  may  absorb  no 


trifling  proportion  in  the  final  division  of  the  assete  of  the 
[nstitiition. 

Section  five  provides  for  the  erection  of  a  huilding,  "with 
rooms  or  halls  for  the  ret-eption  and  arrangement,  upon  a 
liberal  scale,"  of  the  following  distinct  inatitutions:  1.  A 
"Maseiim  "  of  "  objects  of  natural  history,  including  a  geo- 
logical and  minera  logical  cabinet."  2.  A  "Gallery  of  Art," 
to  be  furnished,  probably,  with  Btatuary,  paintings,  engrav- 
ings, and  other  costly  things  in  that  line.  8,  A  Library,  to 
which  the  board  may  appropriatfi  "not  exceeding  $25,000 
per  annum."  4.  A  "■Chcmlcat  Laboratori/,"  v^ith  the  furni- 
ture necessary  for  chemical  experiments.  And  finally,  "Ike 
necessari/  lecture-  rooms,"  requiring  lecturers,  of  course,  and 
-constituting,  perhaps,  the  university  recommended  by  Doc- 
tors Chapin  and  Wayland,  or  perchance  the  corps  of  politi- 
cal lecturers  proposed  by  Mr,  Rush. 

It  appropriates  for  the  building  the  interest  which  baa 
already  accrued  on  the  fund,  namely,  ?241,129,  "together 
with  such  sum  or  suras,  out  of  the  annual  interest  accruing 
to  the  Institution,  as  may,  in  any  year,  remain  unexpended, 
after  payitig  the  current  expenses  of  the  Institution."  Tbia 
is  to  lie  much  observed.  After  paying  the  current  expenses, 
4he  surplus  income  may  be  expended  upon  the  buildings!  It  would 
seem  that  something  should  be  reserved  to  "  diffuse  knowl- 
edge among  men,"  and  that  such  surplus  might  be  so  ap- 
propriated. However,  as  there  are  at  least  tour  distinct 
institutions  to  be  provided  for  out  of  the  paltry  income  of 
830,910,  the  surplus  will  not  be  worth  contending  about, 

Of  the  subordinate  officers,  one  only  is  specitied — "the 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents" — who  is  authorized, 
■with  the  consent  of  the  board,  to  appoint  assistants.  Their 
number  is  not  specified.  Each  of  the  four  institutions  will 
require  at  least  one  officer  of  its  own.  To  purchase,  judi- 
ciously, $26,000  worth  of  books,  would  require  one  or  two 
■cumpetent  agents.  Virtuosi  would  be  wanted  to  make  col- 
lections for  tne  museum  and  gallery  of  art.  To  these  must 
be  adde<I  a  retinue  of  servants,  and  interminable  expenses 
incident  to  foreign  and  domestic  agencies,  and  inseparable 
from  BO  magnificent  an  assemblage  of  establishments. 

The  financial  aspect  of  tbia  law  presents  some  remarkable 
■features.  The  original  fund  is  invested  in  the  trcasury,and 
yields  an  income  of  $30,910.  Of  this  income  $25,000,  may 
ie  annually  expended  in  books.  A  museum  and  gallery  of 
art,  "  on  a  liberal  scale  " — on  a  scale  worthy  of  a  great  na- 
tion, and  similar  to  other  national  institutions  of  the  kind 
abroad — would  require  at  least  as  much  more ;  for,  if  the 
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thing  cannot  be  done  on  this  liberal  scale,  it  should  not  be 
attempted  at  all.  "  The  travelling  and  other  actual  ex- 
penses "  of  the  superior  officers  of  the  institution,  will  ad- 
mit of  no  certain  estimate.  If  there  were  a  will,  there 
would  bo  a  way,  to  make  this  item  absorb  half  the  income. 
'.'.  It  can  hardly  stop  short  of  some  thousands.     There  must 

r  be  four  subordinate  officers  at  least,  who  would  be  entitled 

)  ]  to  receive  from  two  to  three  thousand  dollars :  say  $10,000. 

^Add  to  these  the  expenses  attending  foreign  and  domestic 
agencies,  correspondence,  transportation,  wages  of  a  numer- 
.  '  ous  troupe  of  servants,  light  and  fuel  for  the  whole  suite  of 

j  establishments,  occupyingan  edifice  costing  at  least  $300,000; 

i  and  occasional  printing  of  reports,  lectures,  &c.     Last  of  all» 

the  9th  section  provides,  "  that  of  any  other  moneys  which 
have  accrued,  or  shall  hereafter  accrue,  as  interest  upon  the 
said  Smithsonian  fund,  not  herein  appropriated^  or  not  required 
for  the  purposes  herein  provided^  the  said  managers  are  hereby 
authorized  to  make  such  disposal  as  they  shall  deem  best 
suited /or  the  promotion  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator.** 

Uere  is  a  scheme  of  appropriation  which  would  exhaust 

the  income  if  it  were  three  hundred  thousand  instead  of 

thirty,  without  approaching  the  object  of  the  bequest.    Oi- 

M  ficers  and  employees  are  to  be  first  paid.     If  there  should 

be  a  surplus,  a  gallery  of  art,  museum  and  library  may  be 
created.  The  residue,  if  there  should  be  any,  may  be  ap- 
plied to  eke  out  the  building  fund.  And  finally,  if  by  some 
financial  miracle,  any  thing  should  remain  of  that  which  has 
been  thrice  consumed,  that  miraculous  residuum  may  be 
applied  "  for  the  promotion  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator." 

It  would  seem  to  be  well  understood  that  "  the  moneys 
herein  appropriated,"  and  "  the  purposes  herein  provided," 
do  not  promote  the  purpose  of  the  testator — as  most  cer- 
tainly they  do  not.  The  law  does  not  forget  that  the  testa- 
tor had  a  "  purpose,"  and  that  the  faith  of  the  Government 
is  pledged  to  carry  it  into  effect,  but  with  these  facts  looking; 
it  in  the  face,  it  appropriates  the  income,  to  projects  which 
do  not  conduce  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose ;  but 
serve  only  to  gratifv  a  national  vanity.  But  what  appro- 
priation does  It  make  to  carry  into  eflfect  the  object  of  the 
generous  Smithson  ?  Not  the  first  dollar !  But  with  intense 
irony  it  tells  us,  in  effect,  that  the  said  managers  are  author- 
ized to  apply  to  this  object,  the  remainder^  when  all  has  been 
wasted! 

No  one  can  suppose  that  the  enormous  abuses  of  a  sacred 
trust,  to  which  this  law  opens  a  wide  door,  were  contem- 
plated by  the  honorable  body  by  whom  it  was  enacted — 
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Congress  wished,  perhaps,  to  gratify  the  Beveral  projectors 
by  incorporating  their  respective  contrivances  into  one  an- 
omalous mstitutiOD.  But  after  all  the  deliberations  of  years, 
its  iinal  action  was  characterized  by  haste — almost  fatuity. 
Some  creature  of  a  clique,  it  would  Beem  was  prepared  to 
come  forward,  at  the  last  moment,  with  this  odious  scheme, 
and  the  plan  of  Mr,  Owen  was  suddenly  superseded.  It  is 
instinct  with  the  partisan  spirit  of  the  scheme  first  reviewed. 
It  looks,  to  my  eye,  like  the  same,  but  rendered  more  com- 
plex by  monstrous  appendages,  and  wearing  a  mask  of  hy- 
pocrisy over  its  visage  of  brass.  It  is  a  violation  of  the 
national  faith,  and  a  fraud  upon  the  American  people.  It 
robs  us  of  our  money,  and  appropriates  it  liberally  to  pro- 
jects conceived  in  iblly;  but  to  the  great  purpose  of  the 
testator — "  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men  " — it  grants 
nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  I  call  upon  the  American 
people  to  place  their  brand  upon  the  odious  law ;  and  to 
reclaim  their  money  before  "such  contracts  or  individual 
rights"  shall  be  "made  or  acquired  under  it,"  as  shall 
alienate  it  altogether  from  the  sacred  purpose  for  which  it 
was  given. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  suggest  a  method  of  appropriating 
the  proceeds  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  which  would,  I  con- 
ceive, accomplish  the  purpose  of  that  philanthropist. 

Of  the  Fund. — Let  the  Government  charge  itself  with  the 
purchase  and  maintenance  of  the  library,  museum,  and 
gallery  of  art,  &c,,  if  these  projects  must  of  necessity  be 
persisted  in,  and  thus  relieve  the  Smithsonian  fund  of  a 
bnrden  foreign  to  its  design.  Let  the  original  fund  of 
1515,169,  with  so  much  of  tlie  interest  which  has  already 
accrued  thereon  as  would  make  up  the  amount  of  $700,000, 
remain  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  as  a  perma- 
nent fund,drawing  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum.  This 
would  yield  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution,  842,000.  Let 
the  balance  of  the  interest  now  on  hand,  say  $57,298,  be 
expended  in  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  the  uses 
of  the  institution,  on  grounds  authorized  to  be  taken  for  that 
purpose  by  the  present  act ;  but  not  so  as  to  form  a  wing  of 
the  Patent  Office,  This  amount  would  erect  a  building 
sufficient,  but  not  showy.  If  the  Government  wishes  fS 
something  in  the  way  of  architectural  display,  let  it  provide 
the  means,  but  not  enlarge  to  such  dimensions  as  to  waste 
the  scanty  income  in  repairs  and  attendance. 

n.  Of  ike  Regenls. — Let  the  regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
InsUtntion  consist  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme   Court, 
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who  compose  the  bench  at  Washington,  with  an  equal  num- 
ber selected  by  themselves  from  among  the  sa^es  of  the 
landy  who  have  become  illostrioos  for  their  wisdom  and 
virtae,  and  who  have  retired  from  the  strife  of  politics. 
Let  all  vacancies  by  death  or  resimation^  amone  the  asso- 
ciates of  the  judges,  be  filled  by  ue  election  orthe  whole 
board ;  the  vacancies  on  the  bench  of  judges  beinff  fiUed  ss 
by  law  provided.  Letthebcxard  so  constituted  have  pe^ 
petual  succession,  and  possess  all  the  necessary  corporate 
powers,  as  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Such  mea  as  theae 
judges,  with  such  other  men  as  Albert  Ghkllatin,  James  Kent, 
James  Tallmadge,  would  be  inaccessible  to  the  corrupt  influ- 
ence of  parly.  In  the  management  of  the  trust  confided  to 
them,  they  would  give  to  the  country  the  benefit  of  their 
wisdom ;  they  would  possess  its  confidence,  and  redeem  its 
plighted  faith.  They  should  be  invested  with  lai^ge  dis- 
cretionary powers,  and  should  report  to  Congress  at  esch 
session  the  doings  and  condition  of  the  Institntibn. 

m.  The  JEditorial  Bureau. — ^Let  the  Board  of  Begents 
appoint  the  subbrdinate  officers  of  the  institution ;  nam^, 
two  editors  and  two  assistants ;  one  of  whom  shall  be  t£e 
corresponding  and  another  the  recording  secretary  of  Ae 
institution.  These  officers  should  be  selected  frt>m  amoi^ 
the  ablest  men  whose  services  can  be  commanded.  Their 
compensation  should  be  liberal.  They  should  not  be  re- 
movable except  for  cau^,  and  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of 
the  appointing  power.  The  permanency  of  their  appoint- 
ments would  be  an  inducement  to  bring  all  their  faculties 
to  their  work,  and  to  aim  at  the  highest  perfection  in  the 
duties  assigned  them. 

IV.  Volume  of  Practical  Science. — ^Let  it  be  the  duty  of  this 
Editorial  Bureau  to  collect,  from  all  sources,  all  tl^at  is 
known  touching  the  subjects  of  agriculture,  manufactures, 
commerce,  architecture,  engineering,  the  fine  arts — ^in  short, 
in  all  branches  of  productive  industry ;  to  extract  from  the 
mass  that  which  is  best  calculated  to  subserve  the  industrial 
interests  of  the  country,  and  digest  and  arrange  the  same 
into  a  form  adapted  to  popular  use.  Let  the  large  camd 
volume,  of  800  or  more  pages,  octavo,  be  compiled,  contaiO" 
ing  more  or  less  upon  all  these  subjects,  so  as  to 
each  volume  the  attraction  of  a  rich  variet 
stereotyped  in  the  best  t«o 
Let  the  work  be  enn 
plates,  engravings 
the  volume,  part 
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tectore,  and  the  fine  arte.  Thus  makiug  it  at  ODce  an  in- 
valuable  compendium  of  practical  science,  and  a  book  of 
beauty ;  adapted  to  the  wauta  of  the  cottage,  and  worthy  for 
its  elegance  of  the  saloon  of  the  palace.  Besides  the  stand- 
ard topics  mentioned,  other  matters  of  science  and  general 
interest,  improving  to  the  tastes  and  elevating  to  the  char- 
acter, might  be  admitted  to  enliven  its  pages.  I  would 
wish  to  have,  in  process  of  time,  the  kingdoms  of  nature 
and  art  explored,  to  find  the  forms  of  truth  and  beauty  to 
enrich  that  book.  If,  by  reason  of  constant  discussion,  or 
the  want  of  fresh  matter,  the  standard  topics  should  lose 
any  portion  of  their  interest,  new  life  might  be  infused  into 
the  series  by  adopting  works  on  collateral  subjects.  In  de- 
fault of  native  works  adapted  to  this  use,  foreign  works, 
like  the  Bridgewater  Treatises,  might  be  admitted.  Sucli 
an  emergency,  however,  is  not  to  be  anticipated. 

V.  Political  Collectanea. — Let  the  second  annual  volame  be 
compiled  and  stereotyped,  in  size  aud  style  uniform  with 
the  nret,  and  constituting  a  political  collectanea.  It  should 
contain  a  digest  of  the  proceedings  of  the  legislative,  execu- 
tive, and  Judicial  brancnea  of  the  General  Government;  im- 
portant State  papers;  abstracts  of  Congressional  reporto; 
treaties;  diplomatic  correspondence;  statistics;  notices  of 
internal  improvements;  notices  of  State  legislation,  with 
their  most  valuable  documents;  statistics  of  foreign  coun- 
tries; memoranda  of  their  legislation,  and  current  political 
history.  It  should  be,  in  short,  a  current  political  history 
of  the  world,  but  especially  of  our  own  country — a  pano- 
ramic view  of  nations  as  they  exist  at  the  passing  moment. 
It  should  contain  the  cream  of  that  knowledge  which  the 
freeman  needs  to  qualify  him  to  serve  his  country,  whether 
at  the  polls  or  in  official  station.  It  should  be  history  taken 
from  life,  by  a  sort  of  literary  daguerreotype — a  book  of  facts, 
compiled  in  the  spirit  of  truth  and  impartiality,  untainted 
by  party  prejudices,  beyond  the  reach  of  party  influences. 
I  would  wish  it  to  become,  in  the  process  of  years,  a  more 
valuable  book  of  reference  for  the  statesman  than  exists  in 
any  country — more  full  and  elaborate  than  Niles'  Register, 
and  expurged  from  its  dross — more  general  in  its  scope  and 
less  encumbered  with  useless  matter  than  Hansard's  Parlia- 
mentary Reports — more  available  for  the  present  and  future 
student  of  legislative  history  than  Rymer's  Ffndera.  It 
should  have  Uio  good  qualities  of  all  these,  without  their 
defects,  and  other  good  qualities  which  none  of  them  have. 

VL  Prdiminari/  Series  of  Volunus. — And  here  I  beg  leave 
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to  suggest  that,  if  such  a  current  documentary  history  should 
be  commenced,  the  design  shpuld  be  perfected  by  tne  com« 
pilation  of  an  introductort/  series  ofvolumtSy  containmg  all  the 
most  important  documents  relating  to  the  history  of  the 
country  from  its  first  settlement,  and  especially  from  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century.  They  should  be  uniform 
in  style  with  the  series  above  proposed,  and  embrace  a  great 
deal  of  matter  for  the  gratification  of  the  antiquarian,  as 
well  as  for  the  instruction  of  the  legislator  and  historian. 
The  Smithsonian  fund  should  spare  nothing  for  this  retro- 
spective purpose;  but  the  desideratum  would  be  cheerfully 
supplied  by  the  General  Government.  England  has  set  the 
beautiful  example  in  her  Foedera.  It  could  be  compiled, 
stereotyped,  and  published  in  the  same  manner  as  the  serials 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  as  suggested  below. 

Vn.  Method  of  Publishing. — ^Let  the  use  of  the  plates  of 
the  two  serials  be  granted,  for  a  term  of  years,  witboat 
charge,  to  such  responsible  publishers  as  would  engage  to 
supply  all  purchasers  with  the  works,  executed  in  a  given 
style,  at  the  lowest  price^  and  deliver  the  same  for  sale  in  such 
of  the  great  cities  of  the  Union  as  shall  be  designated  in 
the  contract.  As  the  compiling,,stereotyping,  and  engraving 
would  be  done  at  the  charge  of  the  Smithsonian  fund,  the 
purchaser  would  pay  only  tor  the  paper ^  press-work,  binding^ 
and  the  small  percentage  which  should  of  right  constitute 
the  profits  of  the  publish^.  If  the  two  annual  volumes  were 
in  matter  and  style  such  as  I  conceive  they  should  be,  and 
such  as  I  have  attempted  to  describe,  they  should  be  worth, 
at  the  ordinary  rates,  four  and  five  dollars  respectively,  or 
at  least  eight  dollars  for  the  two.  Without  going  into 
minutely  accurate  calculations,  it  would  be  safe  to  say  diat 
they  would  not  cost  the  purchaser  more  than  three  dollars. 
The  balance  of  five  dollars  in  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  books 
would  be  in  eflfect  a  donation  from  James  Smithsou.  They 
would  not,  indeed,  be  worth  that  as  merchandise,  since  all 
t  could  obtain  them  at  the  same  price ;  but  they  would  be 

worth  infinitely  more  than  that,  as  sources  of  practical,  use- 
ful, and  indispensable  knowledge,  and  which  are  not  likely 
to  be  provided  for  in  any  other  way. 

Resulting  Benefits  of  the  Plan, — ^Permit  me  now  to  enlar^ 
on  the  benefits  which  would  result  from  this  safe,  simple, 
and  efiective  scheme,  if  it  were  carried  out  in  its  spirit  and 
\  to  the  letter. 

It  will  supply  a  Desideratum. — ^It  would  call  the  two  serials 
into  existence,  and  widely  distribute  them.    A  work  of  prao- 
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tical  science,  compiled  with  ability,  executed  with  elegance, 
keeping  up  with  the  progress  of  discovery,  adapted  to  popular 
use,  neither  too  desultory  to  instruct  nor  too  voluminous  to 
be  read,  is  still  a  great  desideratum  tor  the  laboring  classes. 
A  current  political  history,  divested  of  party  prejudice  and 
misrepresentation,  is  no  less  necessary  for  the  voter  and 
statesman.  Individual  enterprise  is  little  tikeiy  to  supply 
these  wants,  on  terms  suited  to  the  straitened  means  of  the 
miliione.  But  if  they  were  furnished  as  hero  proposed, 
their  intrinsic  value  would  make  them  desirable  to  the 
wealthy,  and  their  cheapness  would  bring  them  within  the 
reach  of  the  poor.  I  am  of  opinion  that  one  hundred 
thousand  copies  would  bo  sold  annually ;  and  as  the  popu- 
lation increased,  even  that  amount  might  be  doubled; — I 
am  tempted  to  say  quadrupled. 

Gain  to  the  Laborer. — To  the  laboring  classes,  the  vol- 
ume of  practical  science  would  be  valuable  as  a  source  of 
pecuniary  gain.  It  would  bring  to  their  aid  the  lights  of 
science,  and  the  results  of  experience.  It  would  point  out 
new  and  felicitous  methods  of  operation  in  the  shop  and 
the  field.  It  would  lighten  the  labor  of  the  human  muscle, 
while  it  gave  healthful  occupation  to  the  intellect.  It  would 
show  them  what  others  have  done,  and  provoke  them  to 
noble  emulation.  It  would  suggest  expedients  to  meet 
emergencies  ;  and  remedies  for  a  thousand  evils.  It  would 
wake  indolence  from  its  sleep,  and  turn  industry  into  new 
channels.  It  would,  in  short,  increase  and  difi'use  practical 
knowledge,  and  thus  help  the  toiling  man  in  numberless 
■ways ;  and  it  would  be  his  own  fault  if  he  did  not  reap  from 
each  annual  dollar  the  harvest  of  "  thirty,  sixty,  or  an  hun- 
dred fold." 

Mental  Improcement. — These  volumes  would  serve  a  higher 
purpose  than  to  increase  wealth,  and  improve  the  mind  as 
well  as  the  condition.  On  two  great  branches  of  knowl- 
eds:e,  they  would  contain  all  that  the  masses  have  the  leisure 
to  learn.  The  late  act  of  Congress  proposes  to  increase  and 
diffuse  knowledge  among  men  by  establishing  a  museum, 
laboratory,  library,  and  gallery  of  art,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. The  present  plan  proposes  to  put  the  museum,  labor a- 
tori/,  library,  and  gallcri/  of  art,  into  one  of  these  serials,  and 
send  them  broadcast  through  the  country,  and  la>/  them  upon  the 
tables  of  a  million  of  families.  More  useful  by  the  cottage 
fireside  than  a  lecturer  from  the  university,  they  would 
discourse  daily  to  it«  inmates  of  things  useful  and  pleasing, 
without  taxing  their  hospitality.     They  would  be  pored 
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over  by  the  bright  eyes  of  childhood,  and  the  dim  vision  of 
age.  They  wonld  furnish  delightful  occupation  for  the 
hours  of  leisure ;  turn  aside  the  temptation  which  wounds 
the  idle ;  give  expansion  to  ideas  narrowed  by  ignorance ; 
cultivate  a  taste  for  solid  reading,  and  make  many  a  winter 
evening  more  charming  than  a  morning  of  spring. 

Developmsnt  of  Talent  and  Genius. — Their  effect  upon  the 
future  destinies  of  many  youn^  persons  would  be  most 
salutary.  Many  are  born  with  hign  capabilities  whom  ne- 
glect and  ignorance  doom  to  obscurity,  perchance  to  rain. 
These  volumes  would  find  their  way  mto  the  hands  of 
thousands  of  these  neglected  ones,  kinale  in  them  the  latent 
fires  of  genius,  and  call  into  action  the  faculties  of  a  future 
race  of  S'ranklins,  Fultons,  Whitneys,  and  Wests.  Napo- 
leon owed  his  success  mainly  to  his  rare  discernment  of 
qualities,  and  his  tact  in  putting  every  faculty  of  the  millions 
to  its  appropriate  use.  iTations  too,  become  great  by  apply- 
ing  the  talisman  of  education  to  individual  character; 
throwing  down  the  barriers  of  inferior  caste ;  and  stirring 
in  the  bosoms  of  the  youn^  the  instinct  which  will  guide 
them  to  the  paths  for  which  nature  has  fitted  them.  Ooe 
of  these  volumes,  well  read,  would  impart  more  real  knowl- 
edge and  mental  vigor,  than  all  the  novels  in  the  language. 
Many  a  peasant  boy  will  begin  by  spelling  out  in  solitude 
the  pages  of  these  volumes,  and  will  distance  the  college 
dunce  in  the  end. 

Increase  of  General  Intelligence  and  Wealth. — ^The  benefits 
which  would  accrue  to  the  country,  would  admit  of  no 
human  estimate.  To  increase  the  intelligence  of  a  people 
is  to  promote  social  virtue  and  happiness.  To  enlighten 
private  industry,  is  to  augment  public  wealth.  To  csSi  out 
the  latent  talents  of  all  ranks,  is  to  develop  the  true  sources 
of  a  nation's  glory.  Such  effects  would,  to  some  extent, 
follow  from  the  aaoption  of  this  plan.  Education  amons 
the  masses,  for  the  most  part,  ceases  with  the  years  of  chil£ 
hood ;  but  these  perpetual  serials  would  furnish  the  means 
of  a  continued  adiut  education  ;  the  only  means  which  can  be 
made  to  reach  the  millions — ^the  only  education  their  labors 
will  admit.  While  educating  the  man,  they  would  mend 
his  fortune,  and  put  bread  upon  his  board.  They  would 
lead  to  the  exploration  of  new  mines  of  wealth — enriching 
the  country  by  enriching  the  citizen.  They  would  add  mil- 
lions to  the  common  wealth  by  improvements  in  agricul- 
ture, millions  by  the  introduction  of  new  staples,  millions 
by  extending  and  perfecting  our  manufactures,  and  that 


which  is  better  than  millions,  by  cultivating  the  national 
taste  and  conducing  to  the  advancement  of  the  fine  arts. 

Preservation  of  our  Free  Institutions. — Another  benefit 
would  touch  the  vital  interests  of  the  country — the  very 
existence  of  its  free  institutions.  If  practical  science  would 
enrich  it,  sound  political  knowledge  would  tend  to  the  pre- 
servation of  its  liberties.  That  political  volume,  destined 
to  be  read  by  the  masses,  like  the  book  of  judgment  to  the 
evil-doer,  would  have  terrors  for  the  fuitbless  ruler.  Let  it 
pay  its  annual  visit  to  the  work-shop  and  farm-house,  and 
in  the  process  of  a  few  years  it  would  confer  upon  the  hon- 
est tabor  no  slight  pretensions  to  statesmanship.  It  would 
put  an  end  to  the  reign  of  party  despotism.  It  would  crip- 
ple the  power  of  a  mendacious  press  to  mislead  and  deceive 
the  people.  It  would  render  the  demagogue  as  impotent  as 
he  is  base.  It  would  bring  honest  patriots  to  a  substantial 
agreement;  and  the  errcat  and  the  good  would  again  eit  in 
the  seats  of  power.  We  might,  by  God's  help,  even  retrace 
our  steps  from  the  fathomless  guli'  of  foreit;a  dictation,  mob 
violence,  Jacobinic  misrule,  and  the  ultimate  despotism, 
upon  which  wo  are  now  advancing. 

On  the  whole,  we  may  affirm,  I  think,  that  the  publication 
of  these  two  serials  would  accomplish  the  object  of  Mr. 
Smilbson.  Instead  of  packing  away  five  hundred  thousand 
volumes  in  Washington  city,  in  twenty-five  years,  it  would 
put  ten  times  that  number  of  volumes  into  the  hands  of  the  people 
themselves.  They  would  be  "read,  marked,  learned,  and 
inwardly  digested."  They  would  immediately  and  bene- 
ficially affect  the  character  and  interests  of  the  citizen,  and 
the  safety  of  the  country.  They  would  bo  beautiful  monu- 
ments to  the  memory  of  the  philanthropist,  whose  honored 
name  should  stand  upon  every  title-page,  seen  and  read  of 
at!  men.  This  spring  of  benefits  to  mankind  would  not  dry 
up  while  the  Government  remained  true  to  its  trust,  but  flow 
on,  widening  from  age  to  age;  and  many  a  great  and  pros- 
perous family  in  future  times  would  be  able  most  truly  to 
affirm  that  God  and  James  Smithson  had  made  them  so. 

Answer  to  Objections. — There  arc  few  things  so  good  that 
men  may  not  find  objections  to  them;  and  the  best  projects 
fare  as  ill  in  this  respect  as  the  worst.  Objections  will  be 
started  to  the  present  plan.  Let  us  imagine  what  they  may 
be,  and  uaccrtain  their  solidity, 

yincc  the  funds  are  provided  without  drawing  upon  the 
Treasury,  the  objection  will  not  probably  be  pressed  any 
farther  that  legislation  in  the  premises  is  uuconstitutionu. 
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If  it  were  otherwise  this  pretence  would  prevail.  We  should 
ask  in  vain  for  $80,000  out  of  $80,000,000  of  our  own  treas- 
ury.  Paltry  politicians  would  cant  about  economy.  Dem- 
agogues would  demand  credit  for  the  vigilance  with  which 
they  guarded  the  Treasury  from  all  but  peculators.  Patri- 
otic statesmen  would  stand  ready  to  defend  the  Constitution 
with  their  heart's  best  blood  from  the  horrible  violation  of 
doing  good.  Fortunately  all  this  is  estopped.  The  Gov- 
ernment has  accepted  the  trust ;  and  it  is  too  late  to  urge 
that  it  is  unconstitutional  to  fulfill  its  engagements. 

Fund  Not  InsujfficienL — ^It  may  be  thought  that  the  income 
would  be  insufficient.    By  no  means,  if  we  may  have  the 
whole.    (700,000,  yielding  an  income  of  $42,000,  would 
allow,  in  round  numbers :  tor  the  Editorial  Bureau,  $10,000; 
<  for  stereotyping  and  engraving,  $25,000;  and  for  contingen- 

f  cies — expenses  of  tlegents,  books,  correspondence,  light  and 

j  fire,  etc.,  $7,000.    This  is  enough  for  the  present     A  por- 

I  tion  of  this  formidable  amount  would  go  to  Amencan 

scholars,  a  portion  to  American  artists,  and  a  portion  to 
;  American  mechanics — all  would  go  to  reward  talent  and 

*'  learning,  labor  and  skill ;  and  sad  to  say,  nothing  to  the 

k  political  parasite.     This  evil  must  be  patiently  endured. 

*  When  useful  things  are  to  be  done,  useful  men  must  be  em- 

ployed— ^as  to  the  rest,  they  must  content  themselves  with 
the  millions  of  the  Treasury.    Forty  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  is  a  mere  bagatelle  in  the  mass  of  party  spoils;  bat 
ri  it  is  a  very  great  deal  to  be  expended  in  ^ood  fisiith  for  the 

i  benefit  of  the  people.    Let  it  be  appropriated  in  the  way 

here  indicated,  and  it  will  do  us  more  good — more,  a  great 
deal,  than  we  now  derive  from  all  the  national  revenues. 
This  fund  is  most  sacredly  ours.    Let  not  our  rulers  covet 
\  it — ^let  them  extort  no  black-mail — nor  fritter  away  the 

funds  upon  useless  projects  and  hungry  politicians.    Let 

the  funas  be  charged  simply  with  the  erection  of  a  small 

plain  building  requiring  no  heavy  expenditures  for  repairs 

^  and  attendance,  with  the  salaries  of  the  officers  constituting 

the  editorial  bureau,  the  production  of  the  plates,  and  the 
necessary  contingencies — let  this  course  be  honestly  par- 
sued,  and  I  repeat  the  averment,  the  Smithstmian  Institution 
wiU  do  the  country  more  good  than  all  the  millions  of  Ab 
Treasury. 

Government  to  do  Nothing  but  to  Organize  It^  and  then  Lei  B 
Alone. — ^It  maj  be  thought  that  this  would  make  the  Gov- 
ernment a  kind  of  puSlishin^  house.  It  is  that  now,  and 
expends  much  money  in  publications  which  never  reach  the 
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people.  In  this  case  the  Government  would  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  organize  our  Board  of  Regents,  and  pay  oar 
money  when  it  fiills  due.  For  all  practical  purposes  we 
wteh  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  be  as  far  beyond  it8 
reach  as  the  remotest  Etar.  Here  is  a  fund  consecrated  to 
the  difl^iBion  of  knowledge — a  purpose  which  can  be  accom- 

Elished  only  by  the  agency  of  the  press.  The  Government 
as  accepted  the  trust,  and  we  wish  them  to  discharge  it  by 
organizing  a  competent  and  trust-worthy  corporation  to 
employ  that  agent  iu  our  eervico.  More  we  wish  it  not  to 
do — less  it  cannot  do  in  good  faith.  Let  not  onr  rulers  think 
scorn  of  so  humble  an  expedient  as  the  sending  forth  of  two 
annual  volumes,  to  teach  us  how  to  take  care  of  ourselves 
and  of  our  country — how  to  labor  with  advantage,  and  how 
to  vote  with  discretion.  It  shall  cost  their  honors  little 
trouble  and  no  expense;  but  the  two  volumes  shall  do  the 
nation  more  good  than  the  two  houses  of  Congress.  Our 
rulers  themBelvca  shall  have  their  portion  of  benefit;  these 
volumes  shall  show  them  the  right,  and  make  them  afraid 
to  do  wrong.  And  when  they  come  down  from  their  high 
places,  they  shall  share  in  common  with  us  the  blessings 
they  will  have  bestowed  upon  their  country. 

In  ihis  way  Sales  may  be  Indefinitely  Extended. — Will  it  be 
thought  better  that  the  publications  of  the  Institute  should 
be  sent  out  as  gratuities?  It  would  cost  millions  to  do  any 
thing  to  the  purpose  in  this  way.  The  books  would  become 
the  perquisites  of  officials,  and  would  be  distributed  by  fa- 
voritism. But  in  the  method  here  proposed,  the  publica- 
tion might  be  extended  to  the  utmost  limit  of  the  demand, 
without  additional  charge  to  the  institution,  and  without 
complicating  the  machinery.  The  fund  would  merely  edit, 
stereotype,  and  engrave;  here  its  responsibility  would  end. 
The  publisher  would  print  and  sell  for  his  minimum  profit, 
and  manage  his  own  machinery  with  the  astuteness  of  in- 
terest. All  who  were  willing  to  pay  one-third  of  their  value 
could  have  the  books.  I  have  supposed  the  sets  to  be  worth 
$8 — to  sell  for  §3 — and  the  number  of  seta  annually  sold  to 
be  100,000.  To  this  operation  the  fund  would  contribute 
$42,000;  the  purchasers  $300,000.  The  excess  of  actual 
value  over  the  cost,  amounting  to  §500,000,  would  be  in 
eft'ect  an  annual  donation  from  the  generous  foreigner  to 
the  American  people.  The  annual  increase  of  bibliothecal 
wealth  in  the  country  would  bo  $800,000.  Here  would  be 
a  creative  power  constantly  employed  in  putting  knowledge 
into  men's   heads  and  skill  into  their  fingers,  fertilizing 
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their  iarmSy  enlar^ng  their  work-shops,  putting  money 
into  their  purse,  educating  their  children,  multiplying  their 
domestic  comforts,  and  thus  increasing  the  national  wealth 
by  countless  millions. 

This  Plan  of  Publication  applicable  to  other  State  Documents.^ 
Here  I  be^  leave  to  suggest  that  this  plan  of  publication 
might  be  adopted,  to  some  extent,  by  the  National  and  State 
governments,  at  a  great  saving  to  their  respective  treasn- 
ries,  and  with  vast  advantage  to  the  people.  The  *^  Natural 
History  of  New  York,"  a  work  which  reflects  honor  upon 
the  country,  might  have  been  published  in  this  way  at  one* 
half  the  expense  to  the  State,  at  no  more  expense  to  the 
purchaser,  and  twenty  copies  for  one  might  have  gone  into 
the  hands  of  the  people.  Congressional  and  State  laws  of 
general  interest  should  be  simply  stereotyped  at  the  expense 
of  the  treasuries ;  they  could  then  be  published  at  a  small 
advance  on  the  material  and  labor,  and  come  within  the 
reach  of  all  who  desired  them. 

27i«  Present  Plan  Not  too  Late, — ^Finally  it  may  be  objected 
that  this  plan  comes  too  late ;  as  the  General  Government 
has  settled  its  mode  of  action,  and  appropriated  the  fund. 
But  the  plan  adopted  is  not  beyond  the  reach  of  amend- 
ment. If  Congress  be  not  too  wise  to  err,  it  should  not  be 
too  dignified  to  mend.  It  has  doubtless  been  their  honest 
and  earnest  purpose  to  discharge  their  trust  in  good  faith. 
K  the  present  plan  be  worthy  of  adoption,  it  is  competent 
for  that  honorable  body  to  aaopt  it,  restore  the  Smithsoniaa 
fund  to  the  people,  and  charge  the  treasury  with  the  expense 
of  their  own  folly,  if  that  folly  must  of  necessity  be  per- 
sisted in.  This  sacred  fund  belongs  to  the  people,  and  their 
wishes  as  well  as  their  interest  should  be  consulted  in  the 
disposal  of  it  We  have  a  right  to  say  to  our  rulers,  hands 
off!  in  the  name  of  justice!  Waste,  if  you  will,  the  reve- 
nues !  Spend  fifly  millions  to  war  upon  fifty  Indians !  In- 
vade Mexico !  Put  your  sub-treasuries  into  your  pockets, 
or  cast  them  into  the  sea !  Do  what  else  you  will ;  but  do 
not  waste  this  trust  fund  in  prodigal  expenditures  for  a 
sumptuous  building,  a  library,  museum,  and  gallery  of  art, 
which  not  one  in  ten  thousand  of  us  shall  ever  behold.  Do 
not  fritter  it  away  upon  troops  of  gentlemen  whose  services 
we  do  not  want,  and  ten  thousand  objects  of  expense  which 
amount  to  nothing  in  the  end.  This  fund  is  ours — ^its  ob- 
ject is  sacred — ^let  it  be  so  applied  that  its  benefits  may  reach 
us. 

Gentlemen  of  the  American  Institute,  public  instruction 


; 
i 


PROPOSED   APPLICATIONS   OF  SMITHSON'S   BEQUEST.       929 

is  one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  a  wise  and  paternal 

fovernment.  To  teach  religion  is  the  business  of  the  church, 
'he  lower  and  the  higher  branches  of  science  may  be  safely 
confided  to  the  schools.  But  to  enlighten  our  industry,  to 
instruct  us  how  to  establish  and  defend  our  liberties,  to 
continue  the  education  of  manhood,  in  all  ranks  of  the 
community,  is  the  business  of  Government.  The  press  is 
the  instrument  ordained  of  God  for  these  purposes.  Di- 
rected by  private  interest  it  caters  for  a  morbid  intellectual 
appetite — ^noods  the  land  with  putrid  waters — and  buries 
useful  knowledge  under  infinite  accumulations  of  rubbish. 
We  wish  to  put  a  press  under  the  control  of  men  in  whom 
there  is  the  spirit  of  excellent  wisdom,  that  they  may  teach 
us.  We  are  told  that  it  would  be  unlawful  to  take  money 
from  our  national  treasury  for  this  purpose.  Lawful  or  un- 
lawful, it  cannot  be  had  there.  But  by  the  favor  of  God, 
and  James  Smithson,  a  little  fund  has  been  provided  for 
the  diflTusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  which,  by  accumu- 
lation, now  amounts  to  $757,298.  It  is  about  to'  be  alien- 
ated from  its  holy  purpose,  or  applied  in  a  way  which, 
keeping  the  promise  to  the  ear,  breaks  it  to  the  hope. 

I  propose  that  the  people  shall  reclaim  their  money,  and 
demand  that  it  should  be  expended  in  the  support  of  a 
bureau  of  national  instruction,  which  shall  speak  to  us  in 
two  annual  volumes  of  industrial  and  political  science.  The 
plan  is  simple,  feasible,  efficient.  It  opens  no  flood-gates 
of  expenditure,  and  leaves  little  room  for  contingencies. 
It  puts  the  machinery  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  under 
the  control  of  the  incorruptible  sages  of  our  country.  It 
oflfers  reward  to  useful  talent,  but  furnishes  no  sinecures  for 
idleness.  It  would  effect  the  object  of  Mr.  Smithson,  re- 
deem the  faith  of  the  nation,  and  accomplish  the  wish  of 
philanthropy, "  by  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men.**    These  two  volumes  would  do  more  for  human  hap- 

Einess  than  "  all  the  abundance  cast  into  the  Treasury." 
like  the  mustard  in  the  parable,  they  are  small  seeds,  but 
let  them  take  root,  and  they  would  send  out  "  boughs  to  the 
sea,  and  branches  to  the  rivers," — ^^  their  leaves  would  be 
feir,  and  their  fruit  much." 

Gentlemen,  is  it  your  pleasure  that  this  should  be  done  f 

^  then,  the  plan  whicn  I  have  sogReeted  eo  to  the  coua* 

I  your  iinpriir»**«n    **  ^who  knowetb 


.REPORT  OF  THE  ORGANIZATION  COMMITTEE  OP  TBI 
SMITHSONIAN  INSTITOTION; 

With  the  Sesoiutions  accomjxini/ing  the  same,  and  adopted  by  the 
Board  of  Events. 


The  following  cesolutione  were  adopted  by  the  Board  or  Regeiita: 

On  the  Sth  of  September,  1846,  it  was 

Remlvcd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Chaacellor  (ram 
the  membera  of  the  Boiird,  to  digest  a  plan  to  carry  out  the  proviaioni  of 
the  oot  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  that  they  report  tlw 
tame  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Whereupon,  the  Chancellor  appointed  Mr.  Owen,  Mr.  Hilliord,  uid  Hr. 
Boi'he,  said  committee. 

And  on  the  eth  of  September,  ISIG,  it  was  fWtbcr 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Cboate  and  Mr.  Pennybacker  be  added  to  tbe  nUB* 
mittee  appointed  yealerday  to  digest  a  plan  to  carry  out  the  proTisiont  of  tht 
act  eslabltsbing  the  Smithgonian  Inatitution. 

On  the  1st  of  Deccniljer,  1B46,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Orgao- 
iKation  reported ;  and,  on  the  21st  of  December,  the  report,  on  motion  of 
the  chairman,  was  recommitted  to  the  committee.  Un  Iho  25th  of  January, 
1847,  the  report  as  here  presented,  was  made,  and  certain  resotulioni  tlmv- 
with  Bubmitled ;  and  the  whole  seriaa  of  resolutions  recommended  by  th« 
Oominittee,  and  herein  appended  to  the  report,  were  Anally  adopuid  by 
the  Board.  They  comprise  the  outline  of  an  entire  plan  of  orguiisatioa,  to 
Carry  out  the  provisions  of  tho  act  establishing  the  Smithsonian  InititBtioiL 

And  it  was  further 

Raolved,  That,  of  this  report,  in  such  form  as  it  may  ho  uUimatoly  adopted, 
five  thousand  copies  be  printed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary;  ud 
that  he  bo  required  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  to  each  of  the  prineinal 
■oientiflc  and  literary  societies,  both  in  this  and  in  other  countries ;  and  uto 
to  such  individuals  of  scientific  or  literary  reputation  as  he  may  Judge  likely 
to  Qnd  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  tho  institution. 

Remlved,  That  ten  copies  of  the  report  accompanyincthcse  resolution*  b» 
furnished  each  member  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentativei,  and 
that  each  member  be  respectfully  requested  to  transmit  these  to  newipapen 
and  to  individuals,  in  his  district  or  elsewhere,  who  may  be  likely  '  '  ' 
interest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  ■"— i;i"«"" 


"  For  the  increase  and  diffusion   of  knowledge  among 
men  "  were  the  words  of  Smithson's  will — words  used  by  ■ 
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man  accustomed  to  the  strict  nomenclature  of  exact  science. 
Xhey  inform  us,  that  a  plan  of  organization,  to  carry  into 
effect  the  intention  of  the  testator,  must  embrace  two  ob* 
jects ;  one,  the  calling  forth  of  new  knowledge  by  original 
research;  and  the  other,  the  dissemination  of  knowledge 
already  in  existence. 

Smithson's  words,  liberal  and  comprehensive,  exclude  no 
branch  of  human  knowledge;  nor  is  there  any  restrictive 
clause  in  the  charter  under  which  we  act.  That  charter  in- 
dicates a  few  items,  chiefly  relating  to  one  of  the  above  ob- 
jects, and  leaves  the  rest  of  the  plan,  under  the  general 
provision  of  the  bequest,  to  the  discretion  of  the  Board. 
-  First  It  sets  forth,  as  one  of  the  objects  of  the  institution, 
a  library  that  shall  contain  valuable  works  in  all  depart- 
ments of  human  knowledge. 

Second.  It  requires  that  there  be  provided  in  the  buildings 
of  the  institution  a  hall  or  halls  suitable  for  a  museum  cap- 
able of  containing,  on  a  liberal  scale,  collections  of  natural 
history,  including  geology  and  mineralogy,  and  objects  of 
foreign  and  curious  research;  the  large  collection  now  in 
the  Patent  OflBice  being  transferred  to  the  institution. 

Third.  It  requires  that  there  be  included  in  said  building 
a  chemical  laboratory. 

Fourth.  The  building  is  to  contain,  also,  "  the  necessary 
lecture  rooms."    And, 

Fifth.  A  gallery  of  art. 

These  items,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  the  laboratory, 
relate  to  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  only.  They  render 
necessary  an  annual  appropriation  to  collect  and  support  a 
library ;  another  to  maintain  a  museum ;  and  indicate  an 
intention,  that  a  portion  of  the  annual  interest  should  be 
applied  to  the  advancement  of  physical  science  and  the  arts, 
in  part  by  lectures. 

But,  after  enumerating  these  items,  the  framers  of  the 
charter  added  a  clause  of  plenary  powers,  authorizing  the 
Board,  as  to  all  funds  not  required  for  the  above  special  pur- 
poses, to  make  of  them  ^'  such  disposal  as  they  shall  deem 
«est  suited  for  the  promotion  of  the  purpose  of  tne  testator.'* 

In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  charter,  which 
Imly^  little  discretion  in  regard  to  the  extent  of  accomoda- 

>)a  to  be  provided,  your  committee  recommend,  that  there 
'Jed  ID  the  baild^   ~  a  miuienm.  of  liberal  size,  fitted 

the  institution ; 

neand  vol- 

\  the  lec- 

two  in 
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Dumber,  of  which  one  of  small  { 
oratory,  and  another  might  ba  I 
andience  of  a  thousand  peraonfljj 
Ab  important  as  the  cabinetlj 
charter  required  to  be  included  j 
mittoe  regard  its  ethnological  g 
tious  that  may  supply  items  ii^ 
species,  and  illustrate  the  mama 
progressive  advance  of  the  varioj 
for  example,  L'otlecEiouBoCBkuUsJ 
implements,  weapous,  idols,  anoj 
of  man.  j 

In  the  accumulation  of  thesd 
has  at  command  great  facilitieaj 
ploring  expedition,  which  alr^ 
fiirnisli  an  ample  commencein 
Polynesia.  Through  the  Comd 
and  the  various  agencies  uoi9 
American  race  can  be  renchedH 
collection  of  Indian  curiosities  ■ 
Office  may  be  rapidly  extended.! 
navy  officers,  and  our  consuls  iql 
and  South  American  collectioBi' 
riched  by  modern  discovery)  i 
together. 

In  this  connection  your  com 
sage  of  resolutions,  asking  the  c 
functionaries,  and  of  the  publioJ 
the  above  objects. 

Tour  committee  are  further  i 
museum,  if  the  funds  of  the  i 
diciously  be  included  various  t 
the  progress  of  some  of  the  i 
for  example,  as  the  steam  engin 
form  to  its  present  improved  t 
only  so  far  as  it  may  not  encrol 
ered  by  the  numerous  models  ' 

Specimens  of  staple  materid 

•The  plan  of  buiiding  adopted  by  tl 
signs  lubmitted  to  ihem  by  va  ' 
wick,  Jr.,  of  New  York.     lira 
90  feel  by  60 ;  a  gallery  of  art 
one  is  capable  of  containing  a 
other  is  connected  with  the  Ubontta 
The  stylo  selected  is  the  later  ITo^ 
ID  the  twelfth  ccntuiy  chieflf  la" 
XiiTope,  inunedialelf  preceding  q 
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A  liberal  price  might  also  be  paid  for  other  papers  that 
may  be  considered  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  Transactions. 

Again,  as  an  additional  means  of  promoting  increase  of 
knowledge,  special  appropriations  may  occasionally  be  made 
to  institute  definite  lines  of  research  under  the  direction  of 
competent  persons;  after  the  jnanner,  perhaps,  of  the 
British  Association.  Such  appropriations,  however,  your 
committee  think,  should  be  made  with  great  care;  for  im- 
portant objects  only,  and  where  there  is  fair  promise  of 
speedy  result ;  and  it  might  be  advisable,  as  an  additional 
guarantee,  that  in  deciding  the  kind  of  research  and  the 
amount  of  money  to  be  appropriated,  the  board  avail 
itself  of  the  suggestions  of  a  council  of  scientific  men. 

In  the  prosecution  of  researches  undertaken  at  the  in- 
stance  of  the  Institution,  and  requiring  the  aid  of  valuable 
apparatus,  the  use  of  that  belonging  to  the  institution, 
might  under  proper  regulations,  be  granted. 

This  stimulating  and  cherishing  of  research  in  unexplored 
fields  seems  to  your  committee  the  more  necessary  and 
proper  in  a  country  like  ours,  where  but  few  have  at  com- 
mand that  easy  leisure,  common  in  older  countries,  and 
there  permitting  the  prosecution  of  researches  through  yearSj 
or  a  lifetime,  without  expectation  or  necessity  of  pecuniary 
return. 

Tour  committee  are  aware  that  the  researches  here  recom- 
mended, no  matter  how  intrinsically  important,  demanded 
as  they  are,  too,  by  the  wording  of  the  bequest  which  en- 
dowed our  institution,  will  be  likely,  in  their  inception  and 
first  publication,  to  interest  a  comparatively  small  circle 
only.  The  Transactions  of  the  Institution  can  be  expected 
to  obtain  but  a  limited  circulation.  Not  that  the  discoveries 
there  to  be  presented  are  of  little  intrinsic  importance,  and 
bear  no  practical  fruit;  the  reverse  is  true.  Some  may  be 
immediately  productive ;  others  will  include  investigations, 
unproductive  in  themselves  for  the  time,  yet  the  necessary 
preliminaries  to  the  actual  discovery  of  modes  and  forms 
that  become  in  every  day  life,  productive  and  profitable; 
for  invention  is  but  the  practical  application  oi  scientific 
results.  But  the  severe  investigations  in  physics  which  ulti- 
mately resulted  in  the  steam  engine  and  the  magnetic  tele- 
graph, inventions  that  are  now  revolutionizing  the  world, 
attracted  in  their  original  form  the  attention  only  of  the 
strictly  scientitic.  To  reach  the  people  generally,  other  and 
further  means  must  be  employed.  And  this  brings  your 
committee  to  speak  of  the  testator's  second  object — 

The  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 
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After  a  carefal  review  of  the  means  of  the  ioatitatioD,  and 
the  annnal  demaDds  upon  it  neceBsitated  by  the  objecta 
specially  required  in  the  charter,  your  committee  are  not 
prepared,  with  the  present  endowment  only  at  command, 
to  recommend  a  greater  extenBion  than  these  named  of  per- 
maneut  offices  requiring  scientific  or  literary  qaallficationB. 
And  they  thiak  that  the  appointments  of  curator  and 
chemist  may  be  postponed  until  the  time,  or  nearly  the 
time,  when  the  building  is  likely  to  be  completed. 

In  these  various  recommendations,  your  committee  have 
been  guided  chiefiy  by  the  words  and  specific  recommend* 
ations  of  the  charter.  They  are  of  opinion,  however,  that 
the  task  assigned  tbem  would  he  ill  performed  if  tbey 
stopped  short  nere,  and  neglected  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
authority,  liberally,  and  wisely  your  committee  think,  con- 
ferred upon  the  Board,  after  providing  for  the  above  special 
objects  to  such  extent  as  they  may  consider  neceeaary  and 
proper,  to  dispose  of  the  remaining  funds,  annually  accm- 
mg,  in  such  manner  as  "  they  shall  deem  best  Buited  for  thft 
promotion  of  the  purpose  of  the  testator." 

"  Increase  and  difi'usion  of  knowledge,"  your  oommitte» 
beg  leave  to  repeat,  was  that  purpose. 

Ilow  can  knowledge  be  increaaed  ? 

By  original  research  throughout  ita  various  fields;  yield- 
ing, when  successfully  prosecuted,  positive  additions  to  the 
sum  of  what  had  theretofore  been  known. 

For  this,  there  is  no  provision  in  the  items  specifically 
enumerated  in  the  bill  and  above  provided  for,  except,  it 
may  be,  in  the  chemical  department,  where  the  chemist,  or 
others  engaging  in  experiment  and  investigation,  may  fur- 
nish actual  contributiona  to  the  science  of  chemistry. 

But  how  may  original  researches  generally  be  encouraged 
and  called  fortJti? 

First,  by  preminms.your  committee  think,  annually  offered 
for  original  papers  on  such  subjects  as  may  be  selected ;  it 
being  a  strict  condition,  that  each  paper  accepted  and  ob- 
taining a  premium,  shall  contain  a  specific  addition  to  ifie 
sum  of  human  knowledge,  resting  upon  original  investifra- 
tions,  and  not  mere  unverified  hypotheses.     The  accepted 
paper  may  bo  published  in  the  Huei.'ea8ive  numbers  of  trans- 
actions, which  may  be  entitled  "  Smithaonian  Contribution* 
to  Knowledge."  and  which  your  committee  reoommeDdto 
be  issued  periodically  or  occasionally,  as  materials  pmeot 
themselves.     The  names  of  the  competitors  for  premiaroB 
should,  in  all  cases,  remain  unknown  until  tbe  award  it 
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A  liberal  price  might  also  be  paid  for  other  papers  that 
may  be  considered  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  Transactions. 

Again,  as  an  additional  means  of  promoting  increase  of 
knowledge,  special  appropriations  may  occasionally  be  made 
to  institute  definite  lines  of  research  under  the  direction  of 
competent  persons;  after  the  jnanner,  perhaps,  of  the 
British  Association.  Such  appropriations,  however,  your 
committee  think,  should  be  made  with  great  care ;  for  im- 
portant objects  only,  and  where  there  is  fair  promise  of 
speedy  result ;  and  it  might  be  advisable,  as  an  additional 
guarantee,  that  in  deciding  the  kind  of  research  and  the 
amount  of  money  to  be  appropriated,  the  board  avail 
itself  of  the  suggestions  of  a  council  of  scientific  men. 

In  the  prosecution  of  researches  undertaken  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Institution,  and  requiring  the  aid  of  valuable 
apparatus,  the  use  of  that  belonging  to  the  institution, 
mijght  under  proper  regulations,  be  granted. 

This  stimulating  and  cherishing  of  research  in  unexplored 
fields  seems  to  your  committee  the  more  necessary  and 
proper  in  a  country  like  ours,  where  but  few  have  at  com- 
mand that  easy  leisure,  common  in  older  countries,  and 
there  permitting  the  prosecution  of  researches  through  years, 
or  a  lifetime,  without  expectation  or  necessity  of  pecuniary 
return. 

Tour  committee  are  aware  that  the  researches  here  recom- 
mended, no  matter  how  intrinsically  important,  demanded 
as  they  are,  too,  by  the  wording  of  the  bequest  which  en- 
dowed our  institution,  will  be  liKely,  in  their  inception  and 
first  publication,  to  interest  a  comparatively  small  circle 
only.  The  Transactions  of  the  Institution  can  be  expected 
to  obtain  but  a  limited  circulation.  Not  that  the  discoveries 
there  to  be  presented  are  of  little  intrinsic  importance,  and 
bear  no  practical  fruit ;  the  reverse  is  true,  oome  may  be 
immediately  productive;  others  will  include  investigations, 
unproductive  in  themselves  for  the  time,  yet  the  necessary 
preliminaries  to  the  actual  discovery  of  modes  and  forms 
that  become  in  every  day  life,  productive  and  profitable; 
for  invention  is  but  the  practical  application  of  scientific 
results.  But  the  severe  investigations  in  physics  which  ulti- 
mately resulted  in  the  steaYn  engine  and  the  magnetic  tele- 
graph, inventions  that  are  now  revolutionizing  the  world, 
attracted  in  their  original  form  the  attention  only  of  the 
strictly  scientific.  To  reach  the  people  generally,  other  and 
fbrther  means  must  be  employed.  And  this  brings  your 
committee  to  speak  of  the  testator's  second  object — 

The  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 
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In  connection  with  this  branch  of  Mr.  Smithson's  pQ^ 
pose,  ymr  committee  are  reminded  of  the  wide-spread  and 
Denenceot  influence,  reaching  to  tho  remotest  hamlet  and 
tb6  hamblest  hearth,  exerted,  not  in  England  alone,  but  in 
other  and  diaUnt  countries,  by  the  British  "  Society  for  the- 
DifibuoQ  of  UsL'Tul  Knowledge,"  its  Scientific  Tracts,  and 
its  Penny  Mtteaidaie.  , 

.  This  ezamiue  indicattis  the  must  effectual  mode  of  reach-  < 
ing  the  popalar  mind  of  the  world.  Influenced  by  the  i 
results  of  sach  experience,  your  committee  recommend  the 
issQing,  to  such  extent  as  tho  funds  of  the  institution  perw 
xpit,  of  publications,  in  brief  and  popular  form,  on  Bubjects  < 
of  general  interestr  They  advise,  also,  that  courses  of  free  1 
lectures  be  delivered  during  the  session  of  Congress,  in  tba 
lecture  roomB.of  the  institution,  by  its  officers,  or  by  abl« 
pien  in  the  different  branches  of  knowledge,  who  should  I 
be  invited  for  the  purposi;,  and  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  i 
institotion.  It  should  also,  your  committee  think,  be  made-  i 
t^e  dnty  of  the  Secretary  and  his  assistants  to  exhibit,  in  i 
these  lectare  rooms,  at  t^tat<;d  piii-iods,  experimental  illustta* 
tions  of  new  discovLnc^  in  science,  aud  intorcsting  and  \ 
i[mportant  inventions  in  the  arts. 

And,  if  now  or  hereafter  the  funds  of  the  institalUHi  peN 
mit,  they  think  it  desirable  that  snch  lectures  eboald  not  be 
restricted  to  Washington,  bat  should  be  ^ven  by  lectarera 
selected  by  the  institution,  throughout  the  Qoited  States. 

The  difficulty,  in  this  latter  recommendation,  is  the  great 
expense  that  must  be  incurred  to  procure  the  delivery  of 
such  lectures  by  men  of  suitable  ability,  throughout  every 
section  of  the  Union,  without  preference  or  omission. 

Though  neither  the  bequest  nor  the  charter  restrict  tho 
subjects  that  may  be  treated  in  publication  and  1ecture,yet, 
as  the  funds  of  the  institution  are  limited,  aud  some  selec- 
tion from  the  vast  range  of  human  subjects  of  inquiry  moat 
be  made,  your  committee  recommend,  that,  in  the  first 

Slace,  the  efforts  of  the  institution  be  chiefly  directed  to  the 
iffusion  of  knowledge  in  the  physical  sciences,  in  the  use- 
ful arts,  and  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  public  education. 
They  suggest,  that  the  lectures  and  popular  publications  of 
the  institution  may  usefully  treat,  of  agriculture  and  its 
latest  improvements ;  of  the  productive  arts  of  life ;  of  the 
sciences,  and  the  aid  they  bring  to  labor ;  of  common- 
echool  instruction,  including  the  proper  conatruction  of 
school  rooms,  the  most  inaproveA  uppatatoa  for  teaching 
and  the  most  judicious  managena^^nt,  moral  and  inteUectual, 
of  children  in  common  schools,     "^^^e?  migbt  also,  if  amt 
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able  talent  can  be  enlisted,  treat  of  bistory,  natural  and 
civil,  including  the  physical  history  of  the  various  races  of 
men,  and  the  gradual  advance  of  each  to  its  present  state 
of  civilization ;  of  political  economy  in  its  practical  connec- 
tion with  the  every  day  business  of  life ;  and,  generally, 
touch  upon  any  department  of  useful  knowledge  not  strictly 
professional. 

By  such  means,  we  may  reasonably  expect  gradually  to 
stir  up  a  love  of  science  among  those  in  whose  minds,  for 
lack  of  an  awakening  word,  it  now  lies  dormant;  and  by 
directing  the  attention  of  the  people  generally  to  the  rich 
sources  of  knowledge  that  everywhere  exist  around  them 
and  beneath  their  feet,  by  de^^rees  to  substitute,  for  the 
deleterious  excitements  sought  in  haunts  of  dissipation,  the 
healthful  and  humanizing  interest  to  be  found  in  scientific 
research.  The  inestimable  importance  of  common-school 
education,  and  the  practical  means  of  increasing  and  im- 
proving it,  might  thus  also  be  pressed  home  upon  those 
whose  children  have  often  no  other  means  of  instruction  or 
improvement. 

As  an  additional  means  of  diffusing  knowledge,  your 
committee  suggest  the  publication  of  a  series  of  reports,  to 
be  published  annually  or  oftener,  containing:  a  concise  record 
of  progress  in  the  different  branches  of  Knowledge,  com- 
piled from  the  journals  of  all  lan^ages  and  the  transactions 
of  scientific  and  learned  societies  throughout  the  world. 
The  matter  of  these  reports  may  be  furnished  by  collabora- 
tors eminent  in  their  respective  branches ;  and  these  should 
be  supplied  with  all  the  works  necessary  to  a  proper  execu- 
tion of  their  task,  and  paid  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
labors.  Copies  of  these  Smithsonian  reports  may  be  fur- 
nished to  the  principal  libraries  and  scientific  societies  of 
the  country  free  of  expense,  and  sold  to  individuals  at  a 
small  price. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  here  to  remark,  that  with  the 
limited  annual  income  of  the  institution,  charged  as  it  is 
with  extensive  collections,  to  maintain  which  will  prove  a 
considerable  vearly  drain  on  its  funds,  they  do  not  imagine 
or  propose  that  all  the  recommendations  here  set  down 
should  be  carried  out,  at  least  simultaneously.  These  are 
put  forward  as  objects  which  your  committee  consider 
desirable  and  strictly  within  the  purpose  of  the  bequest. 
Such  as  may  seem  to  the#oard  the  most  important  may  be 
first  attempted.  Other  portions  of  the  plan  may  follow  in 
their  turn.  And  experience  will  gradually  sift  out  whatever 
is  most  judicious  and  effective. 
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Tour  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  does  not  come 
properly  within  the  scope  of  our  institution  to  impart  pro- 
fessional education;  and  therefore  they  recommend  no 
school  of  any  of  the  learned  professions,  nor  any  professor- 
ships of  ancient  languages,  or  others  of  similar  character. 
It  is  not,  however,  their  purpose  to  exclude  lectures  of  a 
general  character  on  subjects  connected  with  any  of  these 
professions,  but  only  to  shut  out  those  courses  of  lectures 
which  treat  of  them  in  professional  detail.  The  studies 
referred  to  are  already  provided  for  in  numerous  institutions 
throughout  the  United  States ;  and  it  has  been  the  endeavor 
of  your  committee,  not  only  in  this  instance,  but  throughoot 
the  entire  plan  here  submitted,  to  occupy,  so  far  as  may  be, 
ground  hitherto  untenanted,  and  rather  to  step  in  where  it 
comes  not  within  the  province  of  other  institutions,  learned 
or  literary,  to  extend  their  efforts,  than  to  compete  with 
them  in  fields  of  labor  peculiarly  their  own. 

'  The  party  politics  of  the  day,  on  which  men  differ  bo 
widely  and  so  warmly,  should  not,  your  committee  think, 
enter  among  the  subjects  treated  of  in  any  lecture  or  pub- 
lication put  forth  under  the  sanction  of  the  institution. 
And  they  would  deeply  regret  to  see  party  tests  and  party 
wranglings  obtrude  thenlselves  on  the  neutral  ground  of 
science  and  education ;  jeoparding,  as  such  intrusion  surely 
would,  the  tranquillity  of  the  institution,  disturbing  the  even 
tenor  of  its  action,  perhaps  assaulting  its  welfare,  certainly 
contracting  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness. 

Your  committee  think  it  important  that  the  institution, 
at  the  time  it  is  first  opened,  should  have  already  in  its 
library  a  collection  of  such  valuable  works  of  reference,  as, 
in  the  prosecution  of  its  plan,  may  be  required.  In  order 
to  attain  that  object,  your  committee  recommend,  that,  for 
the  present,  twenty  thousand  dollars  be  set  aside  for  the 
purchase  of  books  and  fitting  up  of  the  library. 

An  additional  reason  which  has  induced  your  committee 
to  recommend,  out  of  the  accrued  interest,  so  large  an 
appropriation  at  the  outset,  is,  that  large  annual  appropria- 
tions from  the  accruing  interest,  after  the  institution  is 
under  way,  are  thereby  rendered  the  less  necessary. 

In  proposing  that,  in  the  building  about  to  be  erected^ 
there  should  be  provided  library  room  sufficient  to  receiVe 
a  hundred  thousand  volumes,  your  committee  yielded  rather 
to  what  seemed  a  fair  concession  to  the  spirit  of  the  eighth 
section  of  our  charter,  than  to  their  own  deliberate  conno 
tion  that  a  library  o^  half  that  size  could,  with 
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the  present  means  of  our  institution,  advantageously  be 
purchased. 

But/withouta  vast  accumulation  of  books  in  this  metrop- 
olis, your  committee  conceive,  that  the  Librarian  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  may,  under  a  proper  system,  become 
a  centre  of  literary  and  bibliographical  reference  for  our 
entire  country.  Your  committee  recommend,  that  the 
librarian  be  instructed  to  procure  catalogues,  written  or 

grinted,  of  all  important  public  libraries  in  the  United 
tates,  and  also,  in  proportion  as  they  can  be  obtained, 
printed  catalogues  of  the  principal  libraries  in  Europe,  and 
the  more  important  works  on  bibliography.  With  these 
beside  him,  he  may  be  consulted  by  the  scholar,  the  student, 
the  author,  the  historian,  from  every  section  of  the  Union, 
and  will  be  prepared  to  inform  them  whether  any  works 
they  may  desire  to  examine  are  to  be  found  in  the  United 
States,  and,  if  so,  in  what  library;  or,  if  in  Europe  only, 
in  what  country  of  Europe  they  must  be  sought. 

Informed  by  these  catalogues,  it  will  be  easy,  and  your 
committee  think  desirable,  for  those  who  may  be  charged 
with  the  selection  of  books,  to  make  the  Smithsonian 
Library  chiefly  a  supplemental  one ;  to  purchase,  for  the 
most  part,  valuable  works,  which  are  not  to  be  found  else- 
where in  the  Union;  thus  carrying  out  the  principle  to 
which  your  committee  has  already  alluded  as  influencing 
all  their  recommendations,  that  it  is  expedient,  as  far  as 
may  be,  to  occupy  untenanted  ground. 

Exceptions  to  this  rule  must  here,  of  course,  be  made;  as 
in  the  case  of  standard  works  of  reference  required  for  the 
immediate  purposes  of  the  institution,  and  also  of  the  very 
numerous  works,  many  of  current  science,  which,  by  a 
proper  system  of  exchanges,  we  may  procure  without  pur- 
chase, in  this  latter  connection,  the  Transactions  and 
Beports  of  the  institution  will  obtain  for  us  valuable  re- 
turns. 

In  following  out  this  mode  of  collecting  a  library  for  the 
institution,  whenever  a  particular  class  of  works  of  impor- 
tance is  found  to  be  specially  deficient  in  the  libraries  of 
our  country,  the  vacancy  may  be  filled.  The  Librarian 
might  also  procure,  by  entering  into  correspondence  with 
the  librarians  of  other  countries,  any  special  extracts  or 
items  of  information  required  by  students. 

Your  committee  consider  it  inexpedient  to  commence  the 
X^^lar  purchase  of  books,  until  about  a  year  before  the 
'  'ji^e  when  the  building  is  prepared  to  receive  them.    Mean- 
Jbile^  lists  and  catalogues  should  be  procured. 
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For  the  procurement  of  chemical  and  philosophical  spfi, 
ratus,  models,  kc,  your  committee  recommend,  for  the 
present,  an  appropriation  of  four  thousand  dollars.  -  If  tbe 
funds  permit,  four  thousand  dollars  more,  your  committee 
think,  might  profitably  be  appropriated  for  this  object 
before  tbe  opening  of  the  institution. 

Before  concluding  their  report,  your  committee  desire  to 
add  a  few  words  touching  the  duty  and  qualifications  of  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  institation. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Smithsonian  Instita- 
tion, being  a  regent,  can  receive  no  salary  for  his  services, 
it  results,  almost  necessarily,  that  the  Secretary  ahonld 
become  its  chief  executive  officer.  The  charter  seems  to 
have  intended  that  he  should  occupy  a  very  responsible  po- 
sition ;  granting,  as  it  does,  to  the  Secretary,  in  conjunctjon 
with  the  Chancellor,  the  power  to  determine  the  necessity, 
and  the  amount,  of  appropriations  made  for  the  parposea  of 
the  institution. 

Tbe  office  of  Secretary  must,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, be  regarded,  not  as  one  to  be  filled  by  any  man 
capable  to  act  as  recording  clerk,  or  to  receive,  with  polite 
ueas,  the  visitors  of  the  institution,  or  to  reply,  with  me- 
chanical propriety,  to  its  correspondents ;  but  as  an  office 
on  the  due  administration  of  which  the  executive  efficiency 
of  our  institution  at  home  aud  its  reputation  abroad,  muiolj 
depend;  an  office,  then,  demanding,  in  its  incumbent, 
weight  of  character  and  a  high  grade  of  talent. 

To  secure  such  stamp  of  talent  as  your  committee  con- 
sider essential  in  a  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
it  may  be  necessary  to  attach  to  the  office  a  considerable 
salary.  The  best  talent,  in  any  country,  ever  commands* 
high  remuneration ;  and  though  money  cannot  always  torn- 
mand  talent,  it  is,  as  a  generul  rule,  one  of  the  elements 
necessary  to  obtain  it.  Inadequate  character  and  qualifica- 
tions are  not  worth  purchasing,  at  any  rate,  no  matter  how 
low.  The  money  spent  to  procure  them  is  utterly  cast 
away. 

Your  committee  think  it  would  be  an    advantage  if» 
competent  Secretary  could  be  found,  combining  also  tw 
qualitications  of  a  prot'esaor  of  the  highest  standing  in  Boratt  ^ 
branch  of  scienoe.     If  to  these  be  added   efficioncy^^ 
executive  officer  and  a   knowledge  of  the  ^ 
hope  to  see  filling  this  distitimixaUad  £''212  " 
brought  into  communication^  «\iJi_aiBfiiSj 
Bocieties  in  this  ant!   <41iie^-5.    ^n,ntttn**i  *'H 
representative   ofj  _uiS6-^^'* 
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honor  on  the  office,   not  requiring  to  borrow  distinction 
from  it. 

Your  committee  will  not  withhold  their  opinion,  that 
upon  the  choice  of  this  single  officer,  more  probably  than 
on  any  one  other  act  of  the  board,  will   depend  the  future 

food  name  and  success  and  usefulness  of  the  Smithsonian 
nstitution. 
A  similar  view,  your  committee  believe,  has  been  taken 
of  this  matter  by  the  principal  scientific  societies  through- 
out the  world.  Newton  disdained  not  to  answer,  at  much 
length,  the  friendly  and  able  criticisms  on  some  of  his  the- 
oriea  addressed  to  him  by  Oldenburg,  first  Secretary  of  the 
London  Royal  Society;  and  the  name  of  Arago,  Secretary 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  of  Paris,  is  known  and  hon- 
ored wherever  science  extends  her  sway. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

RoBKET  Dale  Owen, 

Ciiairman, 

The  following  resolutions,  appended  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  and  recommended  for  adoption,  were,  after  de- 
bate, passed  by  the  board  : 

Rewitved,  That  it  is  expediont,  and  demanded  lij  tho  will  of  the  testator, 
tbat,  in  our  plan  of  organization,  the  increase  or  knowled^  by  original 
research  bIiouIi)  form  an  essontiul  ftalure ;  that,  in  furthoranto  ot  tbi> 
objed,  pretniums  bo  offerod  at  auch  timce  and  to  ailcb  ajunuuls  iu>  the  board 
may  hereafter  decide,  for  original  nniiers,  eonlaining  positive  addiliona  to 
the  aam  tif  human  knowledge ;  and  that  these,  together  with  other  BUitabla 
naper;,  be  published  in  Transactions  of  the  institution,  to  ho  entitled 
■'  btoitbaonian  Contributions  to  Koowledgo,"  and  to  he  iuued  periodically 
or  uccasionaliy,  in  quarto  form,  aa  materials  may  be  obtained, 

IU»ottied,  That  it  is  within  tbe  strict  purpose  of  tho  trust,  and  may  mate- 
rially advance  its  leglLimaie  objects,  occasionally  to  makeepeciQcapproprlft- 
tiona  for  definite  lines  of  research,  the  results  to  be  pul'liahed  as  above. 

JietoltKd,  Tbat,  with  a  view  to  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  thero  may 

riperly  bo  included  in  the  plan  of  orgnniKalion  Ibc  issuing  of  publiuationi, 
brief  and  popular  form,  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 

Jteiolved,  That,  with  aiiimilar  object,  there mu^  also  properly  be  included 
in  the  plan  of  or^niEation  the  isiiuing  uf  periodical  reporla,  containing 
records  of  the  progress  of  knowledge  in  ita  different  branches. 

lUtolved,  Thill  there  may  alto  properly  be  included  in  the  plan  free  leo 
tures,  to  be  delivered  by  competent  persons,  on  utcful  subjects ;  and  thai  it 
may  advuntaj^fcoualy  be  made  a  purl  of  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  and  hii 
assistants,  to  give,  in  the  lecture  rooms  of  the  institution,  at  statea  periods, 
illustralions  of  discoveries  in  scionco,  ond  important  inventions  in  tne  arts. 

Besides  tho  above  resolutions,  originally  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Organization,  the  following  additional  resolu- 
tions, submitted  by  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Organi- 
zation, as  a  comiironiiso  between  two  great  conflicting 
opinions,  were  adopted  by  tbe  committee,  and  passed  by 
the  board : 
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Reaolved,  That  it  ia  Iha  intention  of  tbe  act  of  Congrecs  cstAblisbing  ths 
institution,  and  in  accordance  with  the  design  of  Hr.  Smithsoo,  t»  ciprMwd 
in  his  will,  that  ono  of  Ibe  principal  raodeaof  executing  tbe  act  and  the 
truBt,  is  tbo  ooaumulatJOD  of  collections  of  ipecimeiu  and  objects  of  natural 
histon'  nnd  of  cWant  art,  and  tbe  gradual  formation  of  a  librarj  of  raliu- 
ble  works  pertaining  to  all  departments  of  human  knowledge,  to  ibe  vai 
that  a  copious  storehouse  of  materials  of  science,  literature,  and  art,  nuT 
be  provided,  wbicb  shall  excite  and  diffUee  tbe  love  of  lemming  amoag  men, 
and  Hhall  assist  the  original  investigations  and  efforts  of  those  wbo  loaj  il»- 
vote  themselvea  to  the  pursuit  of  any  branch  of  kaowle^e. 

ReiQlwd,  That,  for  iLa  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  two  printipd 
modes  of  executing  the  act  and  trust  pointed  out  in  tbs  resolutiona  bercvitb 
submitted,  tbe  permanent  appropriations  out  of  the  accruing  intcrat  4hall, 
■osoon  as  tbo  buildings  are  completed,  bo  annually  hi  follows,  tluit  ii  unji 

First  For  Ibe  formution  of  a  library  composed  of  valuable  worla  vb- 
taining  to  all  departments  of  uaefiil  knowledge,  and  for  tbe  procuruig, 
KTBnging,  and  preserving  of  tbe  various  collections  of  the  iostiUition.  •■ 
well  of  natural  ItiBtory  and  objects  of  foreign  and  curious  reeearch  and  of 
elegant  art,  as  others,  including  salaries  and  all  other  general  expPBM*  con- 
nected with  the  same,  excepting  those  of  tbe  first  complote  arrangement  of 
all  such  collections  and  objects  as  now  belong  to  tbe  United  Stal«s,  in  tha 
mtueum  of  the  institution,  when  completed,  together  with  oue-hftlf  of  thi 
salary  of  the  Secretary,  the  sum  of  flftoen  thousand  dollars. 

Secondly.  For  the  preparation  and  publication  of  tTansactiatu,  rqwrtii 
and  all  other  publications  of  tbe  institution,  including  nppropriatioiu  for 
original  researches,  and  premiums  for  original  papers;  for  tbe  delivery  of 
all  lectures  and  payment  of  all  lecturers;  and  for  sJI  general  expense* (nn- 
neclcd  with  said  lectures  and  publications,  together  witn  one-half  of  the  ul- 
ary  of  the  Secretary,  tbo  remainder  of  the  annually  accruing  inter««l:*  it 
being  understood  that  all  general  and  incidental  expenses  not  ■p«ciatly  ooa- 
nected  with  either  of  tbe  above  two  great  divisions  of  the  plan  of  the  insti- 
tution, ehall  be  equally  divided  between  them. 

tittolved,  That  It  is  the  opinion  and  intention  of  the  board,  that  in  the^ 
propriation  for  the  objects  of  the  institution  of  any  niirilus  of  accmed 
mtorett  which  may  remain  after  the  completion  of  the  buildings  of  tbe  in- 
ititution,  an  equal  division  shall  bo  made  between  the  two  great  brancbas; 
that  is  tio  say,  one-half  shall  bo  appropidated  to  the  library  ajid  muteuia 
flind,  and  the  other  half  to  the  f\ind  for  original  research,  publicationii,aiid 
lectures;  and  that,  i       "  "-'  '"  ""  --'—     --''  *■       '■--  --   -  •-  ■■-- 


In  aceordauce  with  the  above  plan  of  orgaoizadoD,  and 
tendiiig  to  carry  out  its  details,  tho  following  resolatioos, 
submitted  by  the  committee,  were  adopted  by  the  board: 

Rexolrat,  That,  for  the  present,  out  of  tbo  interest  accruing  to  the  inttito- 
tion,  tho  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  bo,  and  tho  same  is  hereby,  appnv 
printed,  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  tbe  gradual  fttting  up  of  a  librtrj, 
and  all  other  incidental  expenses  reUting  to  Iho  library  except  tbe  lalaria 
of  tho  librarian  or  librarians ;  the  said  appropriation  to  commence  torn  the 
,    first  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

Reaoleed,  That  the  portion  of  the  building  to  be  for  the  present  let  apwt 
for  a  library  be  of  sufficient  capacity  to  contain  not  leaa  than  one  hundttd 
thou)innd  volumes ;  and  tbat  it  is  desirable  that  the  plan  should  be  iucb  m 
to  render  an  extension  practicable,  if  berenCler  deaired. 

hfaotioed,  Tbat,  for  the  present,  tho  sum  of  four  thousand  dollar*,  oiutof 
the  Interest  accruing  to  the  institution,  be  appropriated,  for  the  pnrahaa*  ti 
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pfailMophical  And  ahcmical  Bpparalua,  models,  &c. ;  tho  said  appropriation  to 
uommence  on  tbo  Qrst  day  oi  January  Deit. 

Sesolved,  That  tbe  Secretaries  of  Htatc,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and  of 
tho  Navj  of  tUa  United  8taM»,  bo  respootCuUy  invited  to  furnish  to  i 
■uls  and  other  public  officers,  in  this  and  foreign  countries,  under  their 
pective  depanments,  Buoh  suggestions  as  thev  may  deem  proper,  in  r^ard 
to  tho  procurement,  as  opportunity  offers,  of  siiditiunB  to  the  museum  of  the 
institution,  especially  to  its  ethnological  deoartment;  that  three  hundred 
copies  of  this  rc])ort,  when  printed,  to  placea  at  tho  disposal  of  ouch  of  the 
&b«Te-named  Secretaries,  as  an  explanation  to  these  publio  functlonarie*  of 
the  views  of  the  institution  in  regard  to  a  museum^  and  that  five  hundred 
dollarabo,  and  tho  samo  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  the  accruing  interest, 
to  pay  transportation,  or  other  expenses  connected  with  tho  transmission 
from  foreign  parts  to  Washington,  of  any  collections  thus  made.  And  to 
such  contributions,  when  placed  in  tho  museum,  the  name  of  the  officer 
obtaining  and  forwarding  tho  samo  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  appended. 

Resolved,  That  tho  Secretary  of  War  be  rospectftilly  invited  to  furnish  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  such  suggestions  as  he  may  deem  proper 
r^arding  the  procurement,  from  the  Indian  country,  of  collections  for  the 
museum  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  illustrating  the  natural  history  of 
the  country,  and,  more  especially,  the  physical  nistory,  manners,  and 
customs  of  the  various  tribes  of  aborigines  on  the  North  American  Conti- 
nent ;  that  one  hundred  copies  of  this  report,  when  printed,  bo  placed  at 
his  disposal,  as  a  means  of  informing  tho  various  Indian  Agents  of  the 
special  character  of  the  collections  desired;  and  that  the  sums  of  five 
hundred  dollars  be,  and  the  same  Is  hereby,  annually  appropriated,  out  of 
the  accruing  interest  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  procurement 
and  transportation  of  such  Indian  collections;  and,  nbcn  placed  in  the 
museum,  there  shall  be  appended  to  each  the  name  of  the  agent  through 
whom  ihe  same  may  bo  procured. 

Urmlved,  That  tho  public  generally  bo  invited  to  furnish  contributions  to 
tho  museum  of  tho  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  that  all  such  contributions, 
when  considered  worthy  of  a  place,  shall  be  labelled  with  the  namo  and 
residence  of  tho  donor. 

And,  previous  to  the  election  of  a  Secretary,  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  by  the  committee,  was  adopted  by  the 
board : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  osBOntial  for  the  advancement  of  the  proper  interest! 
of  the  trust,  that  the  Secretary  of  the   Smithsonian  Institution  be  a  man 

Sssessing  weight  of  character  and  a  high  grade  of  talent;  and  that  it  la 
rthcr  deeirabla  that  ho  possess  eminent  scicntillc  and  general  acquire- 
ments; that  ho  be  A  man  capable  of  advancing  science  and  promoting  letters 
by  original  research  and  eflort,  well  qualifled  to  act  as  a  respected  channel 
of  commanication  between  the  institution  and  scientiQc  and  literary  indU 
vtduolB  and  societies  in  this  and  foreign  countries ;  and,  in  a  w^rd,  a  man 
^present,  before  the  world  of  science  and  of  letters,  the  institution 
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[Fr«Miit«d  %a  the  Boird  of  B^;enli,  December  8, 1847.] 
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1.  "Wn-i.  OT  Smithboit.  The  property  is  bequeathed  to  the  ITnited  8t*t« 
of  America,  "  lo  found  at  WuhingtoD,  under  the  nune  of  the  &nith«oniu 
Inttitution,  an  eatabluhment  for  the  increaw  and  diSiuion  of  knowledgt 
amonirmen." 

2.  The  bequect  U  for  the  bensflt  of  mankind.  The  gorenunent  of  Ih* 
TJniled  Stal«a  it  merely  a  trustee  to  carry  out  the  design  of  the  teatalor. 

8.  The  institution  is  not  a  national  establishment,  aa  la  frequentiy  iop> 
poMd,  but  the  eatablisbinent  of  an  individual,  and  is  to  bear  and  perpetuato 

4.  The  objecU  of  the  institution  are — 1st,  to  fncreeM,  and  2d,  lo  diftus 
knowledge  among  men. 
6.  These  two  object*  should  not  be  confounded  vith  one  another.    Hh 


,    6.  The  will  mokes  no   restriction   in  favor  of  any  particular  kind  of 
knowledge ;  hence  all  brani^hes  are  entitled  to  a  share  of  attention. 

7.  Knowledge  can  be  increased  by  different  metbods  of  facilitating  and 
promoting  tbo  dUcorerj  of  new  truths,  and  can  bo  most  efficiently  diffused 
among  men  by  means  of  the  press. 

8.  To  effect  tbo  greatest  amount  of  good,  the  organization  should  be  such 
as  to  cnuble  the  institution  to  produce  results  iu  the  way  of  increasing  and 
diffusing  knowledge,  which  cannot  be  produced  by  the  existing  instiluiioni 
in  our  country. 

9.  The  organization  should  also  be  such  as  can  be  adopted  pro  vision  ally, 
can  be  easily  reduced  to  practice,  receive  modiflcations,  or  bo  abandoofd,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  without  a  sacrifice  of  the  funds. 

10.  In  order  to  make  up  for  the  loss  of  time  occasioned  by  the  delay  of 
eight  years  in  establishing  the  institution,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  in- 
terest which  has  accrued  should  be  added  to  the  jirincipal. 

11.  In  proportion  to  the  wide  Holds  of  knowledge  to  be  cultivated,  the 
fiinds  are  B mull.  Economy  should  therefore  bo  consulted  in  the  ci>n^lni(- 
tion  of  the  building;  and  not  only  should  the  (irst  coat  of  the  edifice  M 
considered,  but  also  tbo  continual  expense  of  keeping  it  in  repair,  and  of  tij 
■upport  of  tbo  esublisbmont  neccs,»arily  connected  with  it.  There  shoiiB 
alio  be  but  few  individiink  ficrmnnently  au|i|iortcd  bv  the  i     '■"■'"■" 

12.  The  plan  and  dimensi.-ns  .if  ihe  building  should  be  d 
plan  of  organization,  and  not  the  eonvarso, 

13.  It  should  bo  recollected  that  mnnkind  IL 
bv  the  bcquc-i,  and  that,  <jie»&rc,  all  mmeiTS 
objects  would  bo  a  perrenioii  «f  Hw  mm 

14.  Besides  the  "      ^"~*" 
will  of  Smitbson,  i 
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Congress  establishing  the  institution.    These  are  a  library,  a  museum,  and  a 
^llery  of  art,  with  a  building  on  a  liberal  scale  to  contain  them. 

SECTION  I. 

Plan  of  organization  of  the  inatituiionf  in  ticeordance  with  the  foregoing 

deductions  from  the  vnll  of  Smithaon, 

To  Inobeass  Knowedos.    It  is  proposed — 

1.  To  stimulate  men  of  talent  to  make  original  researches,  by  offering 
suitable  rewards  for  memoirs  containing  new  truths ;  and, 

2.  To  appropriate  annually  a  portion  of  the  income  for  particular  re- 
searches, under  the  direction  of  suitable  persons. 

To  Diffuse  Knowledob.    It  is  proposed — 

1.  To  publish  a  series  of  periodical  reports  on  the  progress  of  the  different 
branches  of  knowledge ;  and, 

2.  To  publish  occasionally  separate  treatises  on  subjects  of  general  in- 
terest. 

DETAILS  OF  THE  PLAK  TO  IKCBBASB  KKOWLBDOB. 

I.  By  stimulating  researches. 

1.  Rewards,  consisting  of  money,  medals,  &o.,  offered  for  original  me- 
moirs on  all  branches  of  knowledge. 

2.  The  memoirs  thus  obtained  to  be  published  in  a  series  of  volumes,  in 
a  quarto  form,  and  entitled  "  Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge." 

8.  No  memoir,  on  subjects  of  physical  science,  to  be  accepted  for  publica- 
tion, which  does  not  furnish  a  positive  addition  to  human  knowledge  resting 
on  original  research ;  and  all  unverified  speculations  to  be  rejected. 

4.  Each  memoir  presented  to  the  institution  to  be  submitted  for  examina- 
tion to  a  commission  of  persons  of  reputation  for  learning  in  the  branch  to 
which  the  memoir  pertains,  and  to  be  accepted  for  publication  only  in  case 
the  report  of  this  commission  is  favorable. 

5.  The  commission  to  be  chosen  by  the  officers  of  the  institution,  and  the 
name  of  the  author,  as  far  as  practicable,  concealed,  unless  a  favorable  deci- 
sion be  made. 

6.  The  volumes  of  the  memoirs  to  be  exchanged  for  the  Transactions  of 
literary  and  scientific  societies,  and  copies  to  be  given  to  all  the  colle^  and 
principal  libraries  in  this  country.  C)ne  part  of  the  remaining  copies  may 
be  offered 'for  sale ;  and  the  other  carefully  preserved,  to  form  complete  sets 
of  the  volumes,  to  supply  the  demand  from  new  institutions. 

7.  An  abstract,  or  popular  account,  of  the  contents  of  these  memoirs  to 
be  given  to  the  public  through  Uie  annual  report  of  the  Regents  to  Congress. 

II.  By  appropriating  a  portion  of  the  income^  annually^  to  special  objeeta 
of  research,  under  the  direction  of  suitable  persons. 

1.  The  objects,  and  the  amount  appropriated,  to  be  recommended  by 
counsellors  of  the  institution. 

2.  Appropriations  in  different  years  to  different  objects ;  so  that  in  course 
of  time,  eacn  branch  of  knowledge  may  receive  a  share. 

8.  The  results  obtained  from  these  appropriations  to  be  published,  with  the 
^  before  mentioned,  in  the  volumes  of  the  Smithsonian  Contributions 

-rlfidge. 

n^i««  of  objects  for  which  appropriations  may  be  made. 

^  extended  meteorological   observations,  for  solving  the 
•torms. 

Hptive  natural  history^  and  'geological,  mag- 
V8,  to  collect  materials  for  the  formation  of 
la. 
Slfinis,  Bubh  as  a  new  determination'  of 
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the  weight  of  the  earth,  of  the  velocity  of  electricity  and  of  light;  d 
ftnaljoea  of  soils  and  plants;  rallccUou  and  publication  of  articles  of  i 
accumulated  in  the  offices  of  povernment. 

(4.)  Institution  of  atatistieal  inquiries  with  reference  to  phytical,  numl, 
and  political  subjects. 

(6.)  Historical  rcsearchea,  and  accurate  surveyB  of  placet  celebrated  in 
American  hiitory. 

(fj.)  Kthnological  researches,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  differait 
races  of  men  in  North  America ;  also  eiplorations  and  accural*  sarrtja  of 
the  mounds  and  other  remains  of  the  ancient  people  of  our  country. 


I.  By  the  puhliaatioa  of  a  Mtriea  of  rtpm-ta,  gimng  an  aeeoiaa  of  iht  mw 
ditcoveriet  in  teitnee,  and  of  Ihe  thanga  mux  from  year  to  year  in  aU 
brancha  of  knowUdge  not  etrUily  pro/esnonrU. 

1.  These  reports  will  diOuae  a  kind  of  knowledge  generally  int«reiCiiig. 
but  which,  at  present,  is  inaccessible  to  the  public.  Some  of  the  report! 
may  be  published  annually,  otbors  at  longer  intervals,  as  the  income  of  the 
instilulion,  or  the  changes  in  the  branches  of  knowledge,  may  indicate. 

2.  The  reports  are  to  be  prepared  by  collaborators,  em-inent  in  the  dif- 
ferent branenea  of  knowledge. 

8.  Each  collaborator  to  be  furnished  with  the  journal*  and  publicatioiu, 
domestic  and  foreign,  necessary  to  the  compilation  of  ht«  report;  to  b* 
paid  a  certain  sum  tor  his  labors,  and  to  bo  named  on  the  Utle-pu^  of  tbe 

4.  The  reports  to  be  published  in  separate  parts,  so  that  persona  interested 
In  a  particular  branch  can  procure  the  parts  relating  to  it,  without  por- 
chasine  the  whole. 

6.  These  roporla  may  be  presented  to  Congress,  for  partial  diatribution: 
the  remaining  copies  to  be  given  to  literary  and  sdentiflc  institutiont,  tm 
sold  to  individuals  for  a  moderate  price. 


I.   PHYSICAL  CLASS. 

1.  Physics,  including  astronomy,  natural   philosophy,   chemistry,  and 
meteorology.  • 

2.  Natural  history,  including  botany,  zoology,  geology,  Ac. 
S.  Agriculture. 

4,  Application  of  acience  to  arts. 

U.    MORAL    UIS   POLITICAL  CLASS. 

5,  Ethnology,  including  particular  libtory,  oompuKtire  philolc^y,  an- 
tiquities, &c. 

6,  Statistics  and  political  economy, 
T.  Mental  and  moral  philosophy. 

8.  A  survey  of  the  political  events  of  the  world ;  penal  reform,  fto. 

lit.    LITBKATUBE   AND    TBZ   TOIB   ARTS. 

Q.  Modern  literature. 

10.  The  line  arU,  and  their  application  to  the  oseftil  wta.  , 

11.  Bibliography. 

12.  Obituary  notices  of  distinguished  individuals. 


II.  fly  ihe  PiMkalion  of  aepara/e  treatiaea  on  aubjecti  of  general  fiifliurf 

1.  These  treatises  may  occasionally  consist  of  valuable  memmri,  tnas- 

lated  R'oin  foreign  languages,  or  of  articles  prepared  under  the  direction  of 
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the  inatitulioQ,  or  procured  by  offering  premiums  for  the  beat  expoailioa  of 
»  given  subject, 

2.  The  treatises  ihould  in  all  cases  be  submitted  to  a  commissiou  uf  com- 
peient  judges  preTious  to  their  publication. 

8.  As  examples  of  these  treatises,  expositions  ma;  be  obtained  of  tho 
present  state  of  the  several  branches  of  luiowledge  mentioned  in  the  table 
of  reports.  Also  of  the  following  subjects,  suggested  bj  the  Committee  on 
O^^anizaUon,  viz :  the  statistics  of  labor,  the  productive  arts  of  life,  publio 
instruction,  &c. 

Section  II. 
Itan  of  organaation,  in  aecordajiee  titiih  the  ttrma  of  iht  reiolutiont  of  tilt 

Board  of  tUgenU,  providing  for  the  tvio  modes  of  iacreaaing  and  diffttaittg 

knoviUdge. 

1.  The  act  of  Congress  establishing  the  institution  contemplated  the  foi^ 
malion  of  a  library  and  a  museum  ;  and  the  Board  of  Regents,  includios 
these  objects  in  the  plan  uf  organization,  resolved  to  divido  the  income  into 
two  equal  parts. 

2.  One  part  to  be  appropriated  to  increase  and  diffuse  knowledge  by 
means  of  publications  and  researches,  agreeably  to  the  scheme  before  given. 
The  other  part  to  be  appropriated  to  the  formation  of  a  library  and  acullec- 
tion  of  objects  of  nature  and  of  art. 

3.  These  two  plans  are  not  incompatible  with  one  another. 

4.  To  carry  out  tbe  plan  before  described,  a  library  will  be  required,  con- 
sisting, 1st,  of  a  complete  collection  of  tbe  transactions  and  proceedings  of 
all  the  learned  societies  in  the  world ;  2d,  of  the  more  important  current 
periodical  publications,  and  other  works  necessary  in  preparing  the  periodic 

5.  The  institution  should  make  special  collections,  particularly  of  otfjecta 
to  verify  its  own  publications. 

6.  Also  a  collection  of  instruments  of  research  in  all  branches  of  experi- 
menUl  science. 

7.  With  reference  to  the  collection  of  books,  other  than  those  mentioned 
above,  catalogues  of  all  tbe  different  libraries  in  the  United  States  should  be 
procured,  in  order  that  tbe  valuable  books  Qrst  purchased  may  be  such  aa 
are  not  to  be  found  in  tbe  United  Stales. 

S.  Also  catalogues  of  memoirs,  and  of  books  in  foreign  libraries,  and 
other  materials,  should  be  collected  for  rendering  the  institution  a  centre  of 
bibliographical  knowledge,  whence  tbe  student  may  be  directed  to  any  work 
which  he  may  require. 

9.  It  is  believed  that  tbe  collections  in  natural  history  will  inoreasa  by 
donation  as  rapidly  0.9  the  income  of  the  institution  can  make  provision  for 
their  reception,  and  therefore  it  will  seldom  be  necessary  to  purchase  any 
articles  of  this  kind. 

10.  Attempts  should  be  made  to  procure  for  the  gallery  of  art  casts  of  the 
most  celebrated  articles  of  ancient  and  modern  sculpture. 

11.  The  arts  may  be  encouraged  by  providing  a  room,  free  of  expense, 
for  the  exhibition  of  the  objects  of  tbe  Art- Union  and  other  similar  societie*. 

12.  A  small  appropriation  should  annually  be  made  for  models  of  anti- 
quities, such  as  those  of  tbe  remains  of  ancient  temples,  &c. 

lit.  For  the  present,  or  until  tbe  building  is  fully  completed,  besides  the 
Secretary,  no  permanent  assistant  will  be  required,  except  one,  to  act  as 
librarian. 

14.  The  duty  of  the  Secretary  will  be  tlie  general  superintendence,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Chancellor  and  other  members  of  tbe  oetablishment,  of  the 
literary  and  scientiflc  operations  of  tbe  institution ;  to  give  to  the  Begenta 
annually  an  account  of  all  of  the  transactions ;  of  the  memoirs  which  nave 
been  received  for  publication;  of  tbe  researcbea  which  ha\e  been  made; 
und  to  edit,  with  tlie  assistance  of  the   librarian,  the  publications  of  the 
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Ifi.  Tba  dn^  of  tiw  AMirtant  BMsntarr,  Kting  h  Ubntriwi,  «iU  be,  kr 
tlu  praMnt,  to  MiUt  In  takiiig  oharge  of  ue  ooUeetioiia,  to  HMOt  and  pof 
^■M,  imdar  tlM  diieelion  of  Uw  Sacntan  ud  «  oonuuittM  vt  the  bcwid, 
boob  and  oaUloguw,  and  to  proonre  the  uifomu&m  1i«bra  maattawd;  to 
>iT«  Infbnnatloii  on  pbm  of  lilwariw,  and  to  aarirt  tha  Bacv«tarj  la  adnv 
ttapabllcatlona  of  t&a Iiutltiitlon  and  in  tlie  othar  diittaa  of  li'-  "- 


itjeota  ot  ceno^  intanaL 

m  the  bnOdlng  t*  oompleted,  aad  irttan,  in  ■ 

gHM,  the  cha^  of  the  National  H naenm  i>  j 


17.  When  tlie  bnudlng  t*  oompleted,  aad  ^rttan,  in  aooOTdaaoa  vlfli  tta 
lot  ot  OonsHM,  the  cha^  of  the  National  H naenm  i>  givan  to  tlia  biift- 
Kudaa  Iiutttntlon,  other  aMiitanta  will  be  required. 


Meplanation  and  iUuatraiion  of  the  prognmuM. 

Id  aocordanoe  with  my  inBtnictions,  I  cooBulted  vith  man 
of  eminence,  in  the  diffbrent  branches  of  literature  and 
sdenco,  relative  to  the  detuls  of  the  plan  of  organisatiai, 
and  arranged  the  varions  Boggeationa  offered,  in  uie  fbrm  (^ 
the  accompanying  programme.  This,  after  having  bera 
nibmitted  to  a  numSer  of  persona  in  whose  knowle&e  and 
jndemeDt  I  have  confidence,  ia  now  preeentod  to  Uteboird, 
with  the  concnrrence  of  the  Committee  on  OrganizatiM, 
for  conaideration  and  provisional  adoption.  I  regret  that 
my  engagements  have  been  snch  as  to  render  it  imposnble 
for  me  to  call  upon  many  persons  whose  counsel  would  have 
been  valuable,  but  I  hope  hereafter  to  avail  myself  of  their 
advice  in  behalf  of  the  institution.  I  also  regret  that  I 
conld  not  give  the  uames  of  those  whose  suggestions  have 
been  adopted  in  the  programme ;  the  impossioility  of  ren- 
dering justice  to  all,  has  prevented  my  attemptmg  this. 
Many  of  the  Buggeations  have  been  offered  by  diSerent  per- 
sona, independently  of  each  other ;  and,  indeed,  the  general 
Elan  of  the  increase  and  difiusion  of  knowledge  as  ^opted 
y  the  board,  is  such  as  would  naturally  arise  in  the  mind 
of  any  person  conversant  with  the  history  of  physical 
science,  and  with  the  means  usually  employed  for  ita  exten- 
sion and  diffusion. 

The  introduction  to  the  programme  contuius  a  series  of 
propositions,  suggested  by  a  critical  examination  of  the 
will  of  Sraithson,  to  serve  aa  a.  guide  in  judging  of  the  fi^  i 
neas  of  any  propoaed  plan  for  carrying   out  the  deaga  wjl 
the  testator.     The  first  section  of  the  proB 
detaiia  of  tbe  plan  proposed  for  tbs  ioeHT^ 
of  knowledge  by  raeaos   of  pubBcttil^^ 
searches.     The  second  section  liirnWi'"^  — 
aa  they  can  be  made  oa.i-<t 
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tion  of  a,  library,  and  a  collection  of  objects  of  nature  and 
art.  These  two  plans  combined,  embrace  the  general  prop- 
ositions adopted  by  the  Board  of  Regents  at  their  last  meet- 
ing, aa  the  basis  of  future  operations.  It  is  intended  in  the 
proposed  plan  to  harmonize  the  two  modes  of  increasing 
and  diffusing  knowledge,  and  to  give  to  the  institution  the 
widest  influence  compatible  with  its  limited  income.  That 
all  the  propositions  will  meet  with  general  approval  cannot 
be  expected ;  and  that  this  organization  is  the  best  that 
could  be  devised  is  neither  asserted  nor  believed.  To  pro- 
duce UTmori  a  plan  of  organization  which  shall  be  found 
to  succeed  perfectly  in  practice,  and  require  no  amendment, 
would  be  difficult  under  the  moat  favorable  circumetancea, 
and  becomes  almost  impossible  where  conflicting  opinions 
are  to  be  harmonized,  and  the  deflnite  requirements  of  the 
act  establishing  the  institution  are  to  be  observed.  It  is 
not  intended  that  the  details  of  the  organization,  aa  given 
in  tbe  programme,  should  be  permanently  adopted  without 
careful  trial ;  they  are  rather  presented  aa  euggestious  to  be 
adopted  provisionally,  and  to  be  carried  mto  operation 
gradually  and  cautiously,  with  such  changes,  from  time  to 
time,  aa  experience  may  dictate. 

Though  the  leading  propositions  of  the  programme  have 
been  fully  discussed  by  the  board,  yet  it  will  be  important 
to  ofler  some  remarks  in  explanation  and  illustration  of 
them  in  their  present  connection. 

That  the  institution  is  not  a  national  establishment,  in 
the  sense  in  which  institutions  dependent  on  the  Govern- 
ment for  support  are  so,  must  be  evident  when  it  is  recol- 
lected that  the  money  was  not  absolutely  given  to  the 
United  States,  but  intrusted  to  it  for  a  special  object, 
namely:  the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  benefit 
of  men,  to  bear  the  name  of  the  donor,  and,  consequently, 
to  reflect  upon  his  memory  the  honor  of  all  the  good  which 
may  be  accomplished  by  means  of  the  bequest.  Tbe  oper- 
ations of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
mingled  as  little  aa  possible  with  those  of  the  Government, 
and  Its  funds  should  be  applied  exclusively  and  faithfully  to 
^the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

")eque8t  is  intended  for  the  benefit  of  men  in 

:hat  its  influence  ought  not  to  be  restricted  to 

or  even  nation,  may  be  inferred  not  only 

"le  will,  but  also  from  the  character  of 

d  I  beg  leave  to  quote,  from  a  scrap 

ind,  the  following  sentiment  bearing 

.  of  science  has  no  country;  tbe 


s 


PS 
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world  is  Ilia  country — all  men,  his  countrymen.'*  Th« 
origin  of  the  funds,  the  bequeat  of  a  foreigner,  should  also 
preclude  the  adoption  of  apian  which  does  not,  in  the  worda 
of  Mr.  Adams,  "spread  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the 
institution  not  only  over  the  whole  surface  of  this  Union, 
hut  throughout  the  civilized  world."  "  Mr,  Snaithson's  rea- 
Bon  for  fixing  the  seat  of  this  institution  at  Wosliington 
obviously  was,  that  there  is  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  fhere  the  Congress  by  whose  legislation, 
and  the  Executive  through  whose  agency,  the  trust  commit- 
ted to  the  honor,  intelligence,  and  good  faith  of  the  nation, 
is  to  be  fulfilled."  The  centre  of  operations  being  perma- 
nently  fixed  at  Washington,  the  character  of  this  city  for 
literature  and  science  will  be  the  more  highly  exalted  in  pro- 
portion as  the  influence  of  the  institution  is  more  widely 
difi'used. 

That  the  terms  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  are 
logically  distinct,  and  should  he  literally  interpreted  with 
reference  to  the  will,  must  be  evident  when  we  reflect  that 
they  are  used  in  a  definite  sense,  and  not  as  mere  synonyms, 
by  all  who  are  engaged  in  the  pursuits  to  which  Smitnsoa 
devoted  his  life.  In  England  there  are  two  classes  of  insti- 
tutions, founded  on  the  two  ideas  conveyed  hy  these  terms. 
The  Royal  Society,  the  Astronomical,  the  Geological,  the 
Statistical,  the  Antiquarian  Societies,  all  have  for  their  object 
the  increase  of  knowledge  ;  while  the  London  Institution,  | 
the  Mechanics'  Institution,  the  Surrey  Institution,  the  Soci- 
ety for  the  Diffusion  of  Religious  Knowledge,  the  Society 
for  the  Difl"usion  of  Useful  Knowledge,  are  all  intended  t*> 
diffuse  aud  disseminate  knowledge  among  men.  In  our 
own  country,  also,  the  same  distinction  is  observed  in  the 
use  of  the  terms  by  men  of  science.  Our  colleges,  acade- 
mies, and  common  schools,  are  recognized  as  institutions 
partially  intended  for  the  diffusion  of  Isnowledge,  while  the  I 
express  object  of  some  of  our  scientific  societies  is  the  pro- 
motion of  the  discovery  of  new  truths. 

The  will  makes  no  restriction  in  favor  of  any  particular 
Idnd  of  knowledge;  though  propositions  have  been  fre- 
quently made  for  devoting  the  funds  esclusivcly  to  the  pro- 
motion of  certain  branches  of  science  having  more  imme- 
diate application  to  the  practical  arts  of  life,  and  the  adoption 
of  these  propositions  has  been  urged  on  the  ground  of  the  ' 
conformity  of  such  objects  to  the  pursuits  of  Smithson ;  but  , 
an  examination  of  his  writings  will  show  that  he  excluded 
from  his  own  studies  no  branch  of  general  knowledge,  and 
that  he  was  fully   impressed  with  the  important  philoeo 
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phical  fact  that  all  subjects  of  human  thought  relate  to  one 
great  system  of  truth.  Tc  restrict,  therefore,  the  opsrations 
of  the  institution  to  a  single  science  or  art,  would  do  injustice 
to  the  character  of  the  donor,  as  well  as  to  the  cause  of  gen- 
eral knowledge.  If  preference  is  to  be  given  to  any  branches 
of  research,  it  should  bo  to  the  higher  and  apparently  more 
abstract;  to  the  discovery  of  new  principles  rather  than  of 
isolated  facts.  And  this  is  true  even  in  a  practical  point  of 
view.  Agriculture  would  have  forever  remained  an  empir- 
ical art,  bad  it  not  been  for  the  light  shed  upon  it  by  the 
atomic  theory  of  chemistry ;  and  incomparably  more  is  to 
be  expected  as  to  its  future  advancement  from  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  microscope  than  from  improvements  in  the 
ordinary  instruments  of  husbandry. 

The  plan  of  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge,  pre- 
sented in  the  first  section  of  the  programme,  will  be  found 
in  strict  accordance  with  the  several  propositions  deduced 
from  the  will  of  Smithson,  and  given  in  the  introduction. 
It  embraces,  as  a  leading  feature,  the  design  of  interesting 
the  greatest  number  of  individuals  in  the  operations  of  the 
institution,  and  of  spreading  its  influence  as  widely  as  pos- 
sible. It  forms  an  active  organization,  exciting  all  to  make 
oririnal  researches  who  are  gifted  with  the  necessary  power, 
and  diffusing  a  kind  of  knowledge,  now  only  accessible  to 
the  few,  among  all  those  who  are  willing  to  receive  it.  In 
this  country,  though  many  excel  in  the  application  of 
science  to  the  practical  arts  of  life,  few  devote  themselvea 
to  the  continued  labor  and  patient  thought  necessary  to  the 
discovery  and  development  of  new  truths.  The  principal 
cause  of  this  want  of  attention  to  ori^nal  research,  is  the 
want,  not  of  proper  means,  but  of  proper  encouragement. 
The  publication  of  original  memoirs  and  periodical  reports, 
as  contemplated  by  the  programme,  will  act  as  a  powerful 
stimulus  on  the  latent  talent  of  our  country,  by  placing  in 
bold  relief  the  real  laborers  in  the  field  of  original  research, 
while  it  will  afford  the  best  materials  for  the  use  of  those 
engaged  in  the  diffusion  of  knowledge. 

The  advantages  which  will  accrue  from  the  plan  of  pub- 
lishing the  volumes  of  the  Smithsonian  Contributions  to 
Knowledge,  are  various.  In  the  first  place,  it  will  serve  to 
render  the  name  of  the  founder  favorably  known  wher- 
ever literature  and  science  are  cultivated,  and  to  keep  it 
in  continual  remembrance  with  each  succeeding  volume, 
as  long  as  knowledge  is  valued.  A  single  new  truth, 
first  given  to  the  world  through  these  volumes,  will  for- 
ever stamp  their  character  as  a  work  of  reference.     The. 


k 


oonbribnticmB  will  thav  form  the  most  beftttii^  lynnnmiiit 
to  pui^buta  the  imme  of  (me  i^hoee  Hft  waa  devoted  to 
tho  mcreaae  (^  knowledge,  and  wlKiae  raling  pMnon,  itmig 
in  de^h,  prompted  the  noble  bequeit  intwaed  to  fluafitrti 
tiie  lebore  of  ouieri  in  the  ume  jsomiut, 

i^^n,  the  publioetion  of  a  aenee  of  vt^amee  of  ori^oal 
memoin  will  affi>td  to  the  ioBtitntum  the  moat  readiy  ir — 
of  entering  into  friendljr  relatione  and  o 


all  the  learned  sodetiee  in  the  wwld,  and  of  wiriohingite 
library  with  th«r  current  transactionB  and  proosedinn,  Bat 
perhape  the  moat  imp(»tant  e&ct  of  the  plan  will  be  tint 
of  j^nng  to  the  world  many  vatoaUe  menuura,  whi<d^«a 
aoeonnt  of  the  eimense  of  the  illoatrations,  conld  |»t  be 
otherwiiBe  pobliahed.  Every  one  who  adda  new  aad  im- 
portant tratha  to  the  ezia^K  stock  of  knowledga  moat  b^ 
of  neceaaity,  to  a  certain  degree,  in  adTanoe  of  hia  ag<i 
Hence  the  number  of  readera  and  ^nrchaeera  of  a  WQ>k  * 
generally  in  the  inverae  ratio  of  its  tntrinaio  value;  aid 
oon^uently,  aathora  of  the  higbeat  rank  of  ra^rit  ate- fie- 
quently  deterred  from  ^ving  iheir  produetitma  to  the  wnli 
on  account  of  the  pecuniary  loaa  to  wbidi  tiie  pabtkatiov 
would  aalgeet  them.  When  our  lamented  coanttymia, 
Bowditch,  contemplated  pabliBhing  hia  Oommentaiy  on  Ik 
Place,  be  assembled  his  mmily  and  iafbrmed  them  that  &e 
execatioD  of  this  design  would  sacrifice  one-third  of  his 
fortune,  and  that  it  was  proper  bis  heirs  should  be  con- 
sulted on  a  subject  which  so  nearly  concerned  them.  The 
answer  was  worthy  the  children  of  such  a  £atber :  "  We 
value,"  said  they,  "your  reputation  more  than  your  money." 
Fortunately,  in  this  instance,  the  means  of  making  such  s 
eacrifice  existed;  otherwise  one  of  the  proudest  monuments 
of  American  science  could  not  have  been  given  to  the 
world.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  however,  those  who  are 
most  capable  of  extending  human  knowledge  are  least  able 
to  incur  the  expense  of  the  publication.  Wilson,  the  Amer- 
ican ornithologist,  states,  in  a  letter  to  Michaux,  that  he  has 
sacrificed  everything  to  publish  his  work:  "I  have  issued," 
be  says,  "six  volumes,  and  am  engaged  on  the  seventh,  bat 
as  yet  I  liavt-  tiol  i-ooL-ived  r  sirij;;le  cent  of  tlio  procoeds." 
In  an  address  ou  the  subjuct  of  (latural  history,  by  one  of 
our  most  active  cultivators  of  this  branch  of  knoivlwJ^ 
find  the  following  remarke,  which  arc  directly  in  j 
"Few  arc  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  from  the  fi 
number  of  scientific  works  sold,  aud  the  nm&t  Q^$f' 
plates,  our  naturalists  not  only  are  not  paid  Tor  their  b 
put  snfi^er  pecuniary  loi     "         '"    '      -■-"—-=---     °' 
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works  on  different  brancliea-of  zoology  now  in  the  course 
of  publication,  will  leave  their  aiithorB  losers  by  an  aggre- 
gate of  $15,000.  I  do  not  inclade  in  this  eBtimate  works 
already  tiaished — one,  for  instance,  the  beet  contribution  to 
the  natural  history  of  man  extant,  the  publication  of  which 
will  occasion  its  accomplished  author  a  loss  of  several  thou- 
sand dollars.  A  naturalist  is  extremely  fortunate  if  he  can 
diepose  of  two  hundred  copies  of  an  illustrated  work,  and 
the  number  of  copies  printed  rarelv  exceeds  two  hundred 
and  fifty."  It  may  be  said  that  these  authors  have  their 
reward  in  the  reputation  which  they  thus  purchase;  but 
reputation  should  be  the  result  of  the  talents  and  labor  ex- 
pended in  the  production  of  a  work,  and  should  not  in  the 
least  depend  upon  the  fact  that  the  author  ia  able  to  make  a 
pecuniary  sacrifice  in  giving  the  account  of  his  discoveries 
to  the  public. 

Besides  the  advantage  to  the  author  of  having  bis  memoir 
published  in  the  Smithsonian  Contributions  free  of  expense, 
his  labors  will  be  given  to  the  world  with  the  stamp  of 
approval  of  a  commission  of  learned  men,  and  his  merits 
will  be  generally  made  known  through  the  reports  of  the 
institution.  Though  the  premiums  offered  may  be  small, 
yet  they  will  have  considerable  effect  in  producing  original 
articles.  Fifty  or  a  hundred  dollars  awarded  to  the  author 
of  an  original  paper,  vrill,  in  many  instances,  suffice  to 
supply  the  books,  or  to  pay  for  the  materials,  or  the  manual 
labor  required  in  prosecuting  the  research. 

There  is  one  proposition  of  the  programme  which  has 
given  rise  to  much  discussion,  and  which,  therefore,  requirea 
particular  explanation.  I  allude  to  that  which  excludes 
from  the  contributions  all  papers  consisting  merely  of  un- 
verified speculations  on  subjects  of  physical  science.  The 
object  of  this  proposition  ia  to  obviate  the  endless  difficul- 
culties  which  would  occur  in  rejecting  papers  of  an  un- 
phUosophical  character;  and  though  it  may  in  some  cases 
exclude  an  interesting  communication,  yet  the  strict  observ- 
ance of  it  will  be  found  of  so  much  practical  importance 
that  it  cannot  he  dispensed  with.  It  has  been  supposed, 
from  the  adoption  of  this  proposition,  that  we  are  disposed 
to  undervalue  abstract  speculations;  on  the  contrary,  we 
know  that  all    the   advances   in    true   science — namely,  a 

kowledgc  of  the  laws  of  phenomena — are  made  by  pro- 

"^     i^y  adopting  well-conditioned  hypotheses,  the  product 

"^"lination,  and  subsequently  verifying  them  by  an 

mt  and  observation.     Every  new  bypo- 

'ue  must  not  only  furnish  an  exact 
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explanation  of  known  fact^,  but  must  also  enable  us  to 
predict,  in  kind  and  quantity,  the  phenomena  which  will 
DC  exhibited  under  any  given  combination  of  circumstances. 
Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  undulatory  hypothesis  of  light,  it 
was  inferred,  as  a  logical  consequence,  that  if  the  supposi- 
tion were  true  that  light  consisted  of  waves  of  an  ethereal 
medium,  then  two  rays  of  light,  like  two  waves  of  water 
under  certain  conditions,  should  annihilate  each  other,  and 
darkness  be  produced.  The  experiment  was  tried,  and  the 
anticipated  result. was  obtained.  It  is  this  exact  agreement 
of  the  deduction  with  the  actual  result  of  experience  that 
constitutes  the  verification  of  an  hypothesis,  and  which 
alone  entitles  it  to  the  name  of  a  theory,  and  to  a  place  in 
the  transactions  of  a  scientific  institution.  It  must  be  recol- 
lected that  it  is  much  easier  to  speculate  than  to  investigate, 
and  that  very  few  of  all  the  hypotheses  imagined  are  capable 
of  standing  the  test  of  scientific  verification. 

For  the  practical  working  of  the  plan  for  obtaining  the 
character  of  a  memoir,  and  the  precaution  taken  before  it 
is  accepted  for  publication,  I  would  refer  to  the  correspond- 
ence, given  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  report,  relative  to 
the  memoir  now  in  process  of  publication  by  the  institution. 
As  it  is  not  our  intention  to  interfere  with  the  proceedings 
of  other  institutions,  but  to  co-operate  with  them,  so  far  as 
our  respective  operations  are  compatible,  communications 
may  be  referred  to  learned  societies  for  inspection,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  above-mentioned  ofiemoir,  and  abstracts  of  them 
given  to  the  world  through  the  bulletins  of  these  societies, 
while  the  details  of  the  memoirs  and  their  expensive  illus- 
trations are  published  in  the  volumes  of  the  Smithsonian 
Contributions.  The  officers  of  several  learned  societies  in 
this  country  have  expressed  a  willingness  to  co-operate  in 
this  way. 

Since  original  research  is  the  most  direct  way  of  increas- 
ing knowledge,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  a  part  ofthe 
income  of  the  bequest  should  be  appropriated  to  thie  pur- 
pose, provided  suitable  persons  can  be  found,  and  their 
labors  be  directed  to  proper  objects.     The  number,  how- 
ever, of  those  who  are  capable  of  discovering  scientific  prin- 
ciple is  comparatively  small;  like  the  poet,  they  are  "  bom, 
not  made,"  and,  like  him,  must  be  left  to  choose  their  om^ 
subject,  and  wait  the  fitting  time  of  inspiration, 
person  of  this  class  has  fallen 
pursuing  it  with  success,  ^ 
him  a  small  sum  of  moo 
provided  they  are  consi<^ 
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peteat  judges.  This  will  have  tlie  double  effect  of  encour- 
aging him  in  the  pursuit,  and  of  facilitating  his  progress. 
The  institutioD,  however,  need  uot  depend  upon  cases  of 
this  kind,  even  if  tbey  were  more  numerous  than  they  are, 
for  the  application  of  its  funds  in  the  line  of  original  re- 
search. There  are  large  fields  of  observation  and  experi- 
ment, the  cultivation  of  which,  though  it  may  afford  no 
prospect  of  the  discovery  of  a  principle,  can  hardly  fail  to 
produce  results  of  importance  both  in  a  practical  and  a 
theoretic  point  of  view.  As  an  illustration  of  this  remark, 
I  may  mention  the  case  of  the  investigations  made  a  few 
years  ago  by  committees  of  the  Franklin  Institute  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  this  society  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  purpose  of  making  experiments  with  reference  to  the 
cause  of  the  explosion  of  steam  boilers.  A  committee  of 
the  society  was  chosen  for  this  purpose,  which  adopted  the 
ingenious  plan  of  writing  to  all  persons  in  the  United 
States  engaged  in  the  application  of  steam,  and  particularly 
to  those  who  had  observed  the  explosion  of  a  steam-boiler. 
In  this  way  opinions  and  suggestions  in  great  variety  as  to 
the  cause  of  explosions  were  obtained.  The  most  plausible 
of  these  were  submitted  to  the  test  of  experiment :  the  re- 
sults obtained  were  highly  important,  and  are  to  be  found 
favorably  mentioned  in  every  systematic  work  on  the  sub- 
ject of  steam  which  has  appeared  in  any  language  within 
the  last  few  years.  New  and  important  facts  were  estab- 
lished; and,  what  was  almost  of  iis  much  consequence, 
errors  which  bad  usurped  the  place  of  truth  were  dethroned. 

In  the  programme  examples  are  given  of  a  few  subjects  of 
original  research  to  which  the  attention  of  the  institution 
may  be  turned.  I  will  mention  one  in  this  place,  which,  in 
connection  with  the  contents  of  our  first  memoir,  may  de- 
serve immediate  attention.  I  allude  to  a  small  appropria- 
tion made  annually  for  researches  with  reference  to  tbe 
remains  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  our  country.  This  is 
a  highly  interesting  field,  and  what  is  done  in  regard  to  it 
should  be  done  quickly.  Every  year  the  progress  of  civiliza- 
tion is  obliterating  the  ancient  mounds,  cities  and  villages 
are  rising  on  the  spots  they  have  so  long  occupied  undis- 
turbed, and  the  distinctive  marks  of  these  remains  are  every 
year  becoming  leas  and  less  legible. 

In  carrying  out  the  spirit  of  the  plan  adopted,  namely, 
that  of  affecting  men  in  general  by  tbe  operations  of  the 
institution,  it  is  evident  that  the  principal  means  of  diffusing 
Jcuowledge  must  be  the  press.    Though  lectures  should  be 


k 


given  in  the  city  in  which  Smithaon  has  seen  fit  to  din 
the  estahlishnient  of  bis  institution,  yet,  as  a  plan  of  gena 
dift'usion  of  knowledge,  the  svatem  of  lectures  wonlabe  fl_ 
tirely  inadequate;  every  village  in  our  extended  counUg 
wonld  have  a  right  to  aemana  a  share  of  the  benefit,  a 
the  income  of  the  institution  would  be  itisufficient  to  sap- 
ply  a  thousandth  part  of  the  demand.  It  is  also  CTident 
that  the  knowledge  diQ'used  should,  if  possible,  not  only 
embrace  all  branches  of  general  interest,  so  that  each  reader 
might  find  a  subject  suited  to  his  taste,  but  also  that  it 
should  differ  in  land  and  quahty  from  that  which  can  be 
readily  obtained  through  the  cheap  publications  of  the  day. 
These  requisites  will  be  fully  complied  with  in  tho  publics- 
tioas  of  uie  series  of  reports  proposed  in  the  programme, 
A  scries  of  periodicals  of  this  kind,  posting  up  all  the  dis- 
coveries  in  science  from  time  to  time,  and  giving  a  well 
digested  account  of  all  tho  important  changes  in  the  dlffei^ 
«nt  branches  of  knowledge,  is  a  desideratum  in  the  Englisb 
language.  The  idea  is  borrowed  from  a  partial  plan  of  thia 
kind  in  operation  in  Sweden  and  Germany;  auu  for  an  ex- 
ample of  what  the  work  should  be,  1  would  refer  to  tlw 
annual  report  to  the  Swedish  Academy  of  its  perpetual 
secretary,  Berzelius,  on  physical  science.  The  reports  can 
be  BO  prepared  as  to  be  highly  iuteresting  to  the  general 
reader,  and  at  the  same  time  of  great  importance  to  the 
exclusive  cultivator  of  a  particular  branch  of  knowledj 
Full  references  should  be  given,  in  foot-uotes,  to  the  paj 
number,  or  volume  of  tho  work  from  which  the  itiformatioij 
was  obtained,  and  where  a  more  detailed  account  can  b 
found.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remark  that  the  prep( 
ration  of  these  reports  should  be  intrusted  only  to  peraor 

firofoundiy  acquamted  with  the  subjects  to  which  they  P 
lite — namely,  to  those  who  are  devoted  to  particoU 
branches,  while  they  possess  a  knowledge  of  general  prin* 
ciplcs.  Sufficient  explanations  should  be  introduced  to 
render  the  report  intelligible  to  the  general  reader,  witboot 
destroying  its  scientific  character.  Occasionally  repohs 
may  be  obtained  from  abroad — as,  for  example,  accounts  of 
the  progress  of  certain  branches  of  knowledge  in  fordgn 
countries,  and  these  may  be  translated,  if  necessary,  aod 
incorporated  into  other  reports,  by  some  competent  pereoD 
in  this  countrj'. 

Besides  the  reports  on  the  progress  of  knowledge,  the 
programme  proposes  to  publish  occasionally  brief  treatiset 
on  particular  subjects.  There  are  always  subjects  of  gen- 
eral interest  of  which  brief  expositions  would  be  of  n     "^ 
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Talue.  The  preparation  of  these,  however,  should  be  in- 
trusted to  uone  but  persons  of  character  and  reputation, 
and  should  be  subjected  to  a  revision  by  competent  and 
responsible  judges  before  they  are  given  to  the  public. 
They  may  be  presented  in  the  form  of  reports  on  the  exist- 
ing state  of  knowledge  relative  to  a  given  subject,  and  may 
sometimes  consist  of  memoirs  and  expositions  of  particular 
branches  of  literature  and  science,  translated  from  foreign 
'  Iangua«;e3,  The  reports  and  treatises  of  the  institution,  sold 
at  a  price  barely  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  of  printing, 
will  find  their  way  into  every  school  in  our  country,  and 
wiH  be  used  not  as  first  lessons  for  the  pupil,  but  as  sources 
of  reliable  information  for  the  teacher. 

The  second  section  of  the  programme  gives,  so  far  as  they 
have  been  made  out,  the  details  of  the  part  of  the  plan  of 
organization  directed  by  the  act  of  Congress  establishing 
the  institution.  The  two  plans,  namely,  that  of  publication 
and  original  research,  and  that  of  collections  ot  objects  of 
nature  and  art,  are  not  incompatible,  and  may  be  carried  on 
harmoniously  with  each  other.  The  only  effect  which  they 
will  have  on  one  another  is  that  of  limiting  the  operation  of 
each,  on  account  of  the  funds  given  to  the  other.  Btill,  with  s 
judicious  application  and  an  economical  expenditure  of  tho 
income,  and  particularly  by  rigidly  observing  the  plan  of 
finance  suggested  by  Dr.  Bache,  in  the  construction  of  the 
building,  much  good  may  be  effected  in  each  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  institution.  To  carry  on  the  operations  of 
the  first  a  wortine  library  will  be  required,  consisting  of  the 
past  volumes  of  the  transactions  and  proceedings  of  all  the 
learned  societies  in  every  language.  These  are  the  original 
sources  from  which  the  most  important  principles  of  the 
positive  knowledge  of  our  day  have  been  drawn.  We  shall 
also  require  a  collection  of  the  most  important  current  litera- 
ture and  science  forthe  use  of  the  collaborators  of  the  reports; 
most  of  these,  however,  will  be  procured  in  exchange  for 
the  publications  of  the  institution,  and  therefore  will  draw 
but  httle  from  the  library  fund.  For  other  suggestions  rela- 
tive to  the  details  of  the  library,  I  would  refer  you  to  the 
annexed  communication  from  Professor  Jewett,  assistant 
secretary,  acting  as  librarian.    (See  Appendix  No.  1.) 

The  collections  of  the  institution,  as  far  as  possible,  should 
consist  of  such  articles  as  are  not  elsewhere  to  be  found  in 
this  country,  so  that  the  visitors  at  "Washington  may  see  new 
objects,  and  tho  spirit  of  the  plan  be  kept  up,  of  interesting 
the  greatest  possible  number  of  individuals,  A  perfect  col- 
lection of  all  objects  of  nature  and  of  art,  if  such  could  be 


obtained  and  deposited  in  one  place,  would  form  a  maseuin 
of  the  highest  interest;  but  the  portion  of  the  income  of 
the  bequest  which  can  be  devoted  to  the  increase  and  main- 
tenance of  the  museum  will  be  too  small  to  warrant  any 
attempt  toward  an  indiscriminate  collection.  It  is  hoped 
that  in  due  time  other  means  may  be  found  of  establishing 
and  supporting  a  general  collection  of  objects  of  nature  and 
art  at  the  seat  of  the  General  Government,  with  funds  not 
derived  from  the  Smithsonian  bequest.  For  the  present  it 
should  be  the  object  of  the  institution  to  confine  the  appli- 
cation of  the  funds,  first,  to  such  collections  as  will  tend 
to  facilitate  the  study  of  the  memoirs  which  may  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Contributions,  and  to  establish  their  correct- 
ness; secondly,  to  the  purchase  of  such  objects  as  are  not 
generally  known  in  this  country,  in  the  way  of  art  and  the 
illustration  of  antiquities,  such  as  models  of  buildings,  Ac; 
and,  thirdly,  to  the  formation  of  a  collection  of  instrumeDta 
of  physical  research  which  will  be  required  both  in  Uie 
illustration  of  new  physical  truths  and  in  the  scientific  ii 
vestigations  undertaken  by  the  institution. 

Much  popular  interest  may  be  awakened  in  favor  of  the 
institution  at  Washington  by  throwing  the  rooms  of  the 
building  open  on  stated  evenings  durings  the  session  o^ 
Congress  for  literary  and  scientific  asserabliee,  after  the 
mauner  of  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  Eojal  Institution  is 
London.  At  these  meetings,  without  the  formality  of  ft 
regular  lecture,  new  truths  in  science  may  be  illustrated 
and  new  objects  of  art  exhibited.  Besides  these,  courses  of 
lectures  may  be  given  on  particular  subjects  by  the  officers 
of  the  institution,  or  by  distinguished  individuals  invited  for 
the  purpose. 


Mr 


■  DEAB  BiE :  Ab  I  do  not  expect  to  ha? 
bofora  the  meeting  of  the  regents,  I  w 
r  the  principal  malterg  which  will  reqiii 

1 ""-ev  would  no  doubt  all  occur  i 

^      .        u'ight  And  it  convenient  to  be 
e  degree  prepared  to  your  hands.     A  e 
work  ia  to  be  gone  through  with,  baforo  any  b 

1.  On  the  plan  propoBcd   for  tho  library,  it  si  .    .    ._    _._ 

thing  to  be  done  is  to  make  arrangementa  for  obtaining  catalogues,  printed 
or  in  manuscript,  of  the  principal  libraciet  of  tho  United  StAtes  j  to  exam- 
ine tboee  libraries,  m  far  ai  can  be  done  personally,  in  order  to  know  their 
general  charaoter,  the  staliitici  of  their  increase,  Ac.;  and  toformiuoh 


the  pleasure  of  seeing  joo 
'  with  your  indulgence,  riAr 
'~e  attention  in  commeso. 
1  you  in  their  order,  bnt 
Fo  thia  part  of  tba  biui» 
eat  deal  of  preparatory 
■dUb  can  be  placed  on  Ihi 

3  that  the  flrat 
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kllUkDoe*  with  the  librkrUos  u  will  be  indispeiieable  in  mAkiiig  the  libntrj 
of  the  iuttitutioD,  in  conformi^  with  tbe  luggeation  of  Dr.  Bftcbe,  a  «ip> 
plemental  one,  a,ad  tt  centre  of  bibliographic  reference.  Some  librariM 
poiaesi  printed  Cktsloguea  complete  nearly  down  to  the  prcaent  time  ;  otben 
>re  uverftl  ;e*ra  bebindhiuid.  It  will  be  necesMr;  to  procure  manuscript 
cfttalognei  in  continuation  of  thote  which  faave  been  printed,  aod  to  make 
arrangemeDts  for  receiving,  from  month  to  month,  or  from  jear  to  year, 
lista  of  all  fatore  acceuiona.  TbcM  tupplemeotarv  catalogue!  should  all  be 
prepued  on  a  unifDrm  plan-  The  title*  should  be  written  on  cards  of  the 
same  lise,  to  that  the;  maj  be  placed  together  in  one  alphabetical  arrange- 
ment,  in  order  to  facilitate  reeearcb.  A  mark  placed  on  the  back  of  each 
card  will  designate  tbe  librarj  from  which  it  came.  Now,  in  every  library 
with  which  wo  are  in  correspondence  some  one  muit  be  employed  to  do 
this.  It  would  be  merely  clerk'a  labor,  where  the  catalogues  are  properly 
kept,  and  no  doubt  the  librarian  or  afjiGlant  might,  in  every  case,  be  in- 
duced to  undertake  it  for  a  small  compensation. 

3.  The  next  thing  to  be  done  will  be  to  make  arrangemetits  for  procaring 
the  books  to  which  we  are  entitled  by  tbe  10th  section  of  tbe  charter  of  the 
institution.  Unless  something  be  done,  this  provision,  in  couree  of  time, 
will  bring  in  comparatively  few  books  in  a  ^ear.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
publisher!  generally  would  readily  send  their  books,  if  tbe  subject  were 
properly  presented  to  them,  and  arrangements  made  by  which  they  could 
transmit  them  to  Wasbingtou  without  subjecting  the  institution  or  theio- 
setves  to  expenses  altogether  diepro portioned  to  the  value  of  the  books. 
It  has  occurred  to  me  that  perhaps  the  several  district  clerks  might  be  in- 
duced  to  attend  to  tbe  buEiacsi ;  it  is  perhaps  le^lly  their  duty  to  do  to, 
but  I  suppose  it  would  be  unsafe  to  rely  upon  their  perforiuing  fkithfnlly 
such  an  unexpected  duty,  unlets  they  received  for  it  some  additional  com- 
pensation. Besidea  this,  a  circular  might  be  printed  and  sent  to  publisher*, 
tetting  forth  the  advantages  which  would  result  directly  to  the  cause  of 
letters,  and  indirectly  to  thenuelve«,  from  compliance  with  this  require- 
ment. By  these  means  I  think  we  should  obtain  nearly  all  the  publicatjoiu 
of  importance  issued  from  the  American  pm*. 

3.  The  selection  of  boolis  for  the  first  purchase  n: 
I  suppose,  comprise  three  claasea  of  works :  1.  Th 
diately  needed  in  the  scientiBc  department;  2.  Bibliographical' works  and 
descriptions,  biitorie«  and  catalogues  of  similar  iDetitutions;  and  8.  The 
general  collection,  consisting  of  the  memoirs,  traniactioni,  and  journals  of 
the  learned  societies  of  Europe  and  America.  These  three  classes  of  booka 
will  form  a  library  quite  unique,  and  one  of  great  utiljlv.  The  catalogue, 
if  it  be  made  with  fullness  and  accuracy,  will  be  a  valuable  publication.  I 
thinli,  further,  that  a  somewhat  extended  list  of  books  should  be  made  out 
for  future  purchases.  These  lists  should  be  intrusted  to  honest  and  faithful 
men  in  some  of  the  principal  book  marts  of  Europe,  with  orders  to  buy  the 
books  whenever  they  can  llnd  them,  at  say  one-half  Ifi^  ordinary prieet.  Id 
this  way  we  should  obtain  at  very  low  prices  great  nombers  of  tbe  books 
which  wcsball  want.  Of  course,  the  same  list  should  not  be  left  with  different 
men.  The  work  should  be  done  with  care,  and  by  consultation  with  the 
best  scholars  in  tbe  country.  It  will  be  difficult  to  find  tbe  necessary  biblio- 
graphical helpt-  Tbe  beat  collection  of  tbem  in  the  country  is  in  the  library 
of  the  Brown  University,  but  this  is  very  imperfect. 

4.  Tbe  flnt  DurcAosfs  are  to  bo  made,  and  the  arrangement  for  future 
purchases.  These,  of  course,  should  not  be  commenced  until  tbe  lists  are 
as  far  completed  as  they  can  judiciously  be  in  this  country. 

5.  Another  subject  contemplated  in  the  prcvramme  of  organization,  and 
which  should  receive  immediatoattention,  is  toeprocurine  of  copies  of  some 
of  the  mo»t  celebrated  vxrrlu  of  art.  It  will  probably  be  best  to  confine  tbe 
purchases  at  first  principally  to  plaster  casta  of  some  of  tbe  finest  specimeiti 
of  aouent  and  modern  statuary.  These  can  be  procured  very  cheap,  and 
oonvey,  of  coone,  ft  perfect  representatioaof  the  origin*!.    I  have  no  doubt 
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The  eijwnBB  of  doing  so  would  of  course  be  aomewbat  greater  tban  thu 
of  parcbBsing  Burh  cepiol  as  might  be  fmind  in  the  m&rket,  but  a  amtll 
diffticence  in  expuQte  is  oot  to  be  tbougbt  of  in  such  b  case.  It  vould  fbrlher 
bo  dosifflble  to  commence  the  purohass  of  the  models  of  antiquilies,  sacb  is 
models  in  cork  of  some  of  tbo  boustw,  temples,  tbenter;,  baths.  &c.,  &c..  in 
PompEii  nnd  HerouUneum,  These  can  be  procured  at  comparatively  emiU 
prices.  Models  of  ovcrj  interesting  part  of  Pompeii  which  has  been  exca- 
vated, presenting  in  miniature  a  perfect  view  of  nearly  the  whole  on  the 
tcale  or  1  foot  to  150,  might  bo  procured  for  about  (2,000.  It  might  iIm 
be  well  to  procure  a  few  Etruscan  vasee ;  also  a  few  antique  coia«  and  medils, 
sufficient  to  coavep  some  illustration  of  numismatics,  as  a  subsidiary  branch 
of  hiitory.     The  regenla  should  of  couie  decide  what  proportion  of  the  ap- 

Eropriation  for  collections  should  each  year  be  expended  for  these  purposes, 
will  merely  remark  that  $1,000,  or  oven  (SOO  at  the  outset,  pnidenlly 
expended,  wonld  procure  a  very  inlereaiing  collection. 

I  have  thus  stated  quite  in  detail  the  worlc  which  must  be  done  before 
the  library  can  be  ready  for  use,  or  rather  before  any  part  of  it  can  be  placed 
upon  the  sbelvoe.  Beforo  it  can  be  ready  for  use  much  more  is  to  be  doM 
in  arranging  and  cataloguing.  To  lay  properly  the  foundation  of  a  larn 
library  is  a  slow  work,  and  much  lime  must  neceasarily  be  coiuumed  lU 
producing  but  smnU  visible  results. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  sarvant. 

O.  O.  JBWETT. 
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From  T.  Romtyn  Beck. 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  November  29, 1847. 

I  have  perused  the  copy  of  the  "  Proposed  Organization  '* 
which  you  have  been  good  enough  to  send  me. 

I  notice  an  omission,  which  may  be  either  intentional  or 
not.  It  is  the  exclusion  of  medicine  and  surgery  from  the 
physical  class.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  are  subjects 
belonging  to  them,  which  are  legitimate  subjects  of  phil- 
osophical research  and  therefore  should  be  included.  I  in- 
stance, the  materia  medicay  t.  e.  the  discovery  of  new  remedies 
or  the  improved  application  of  old  ones;  improvements 
in  surgery;  discoveries  in ^^Aysfo&gry;  and  lastly,  the  appli- 
cations of  one  or  more  to  medical  jurisprudence. 

True,  you  are  careful  in  your  specifications,  to  leave  room 
for  this  addition,  but  you  must  be  aware  that  the  medical 
profession  embraces  in  this  country  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  talent  and  learning  that  might  be  roused  into  activity 
by  the  adoption  of  your  plan,  and  I  submit  whether  the  in- 
sertion of  these  subjects  is  not  due  to  them. 

There  is  another  branch  intimately  connected  with  the 
above,  which  deserves  every  encouragement.  It  is  the  pro- 
motion of  the  health  of  communiiieSy  or  hygiene  as  the  French 
call  it.  No  subject  is  less  understood — none  calls  for 
public  encouragement  and  attention  more  strongly  than 
this  dreadfully  neglected  matter. 

You  will  see  that  I  refer  in  all  this  to  the  division  of 
reports.  The  "  British  Association  "  in  directing  attention 
to  and  popularizing  (if  I  may  use  the  word)  this  plan  oi  dif- 
fusing knowledge  has  done  more  good  than  most  of  the 
learned  societies  in  the  world. 

I  prefer,  with  your  permission,  to  give  you  my  ideas  in 
this  way,  instead  of  noting  them  on  the  programme. 

I  will  in  conclusion  only  hint  at  a  danger,  which  unless 
early  and  constantly  guarded  against,  may  render  your 
scheme  unpopular,  and  hence  in  a  measure  impair  its  useful- 
ness. It  is,  the  possibility  of  the  selection  of  particular 
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persoDB — or  of  aasooiktiooB  <rf  pereoiu  m  diffltoeut  i4ien, 
who  may  appear  to  amama  tiia  control  in  any  pattmte 
department  of  woenoe — ^m  otber  words,  ^e  fiHmatim  al 
predominant  diqnea.  Theae  ar^  tiie  enna  of  moat  -of  oar 
most  distingnished  aooieties  at  home  and  ahrtwid  aniT  ii 
this  coantrj  the  danger  is  greater,  from  the  fewaeH  of 
men  well  grounded  in  sdenoe,  and  Uw  disparity  that  aiitt 
between  moae  ohuming  to  be  adepts. 

These  views  I  |^ve  yon,  if  I  know  my  own  heart,  witht 
sincere  denre  that  the  Smithsonian  Inirtitati<m  may  attna 
the  highest  osefhlness  nnder  yonr  administratifm,  and  tiist 
it  may  go  on,  "  prospering  and  to  prosper." 

I  for^  to  add,  vrati  indeed  I  e^ressed  to  yon  verhaBj, 
that  yonr  plan  as  a  whole  has  my  unqualified  approfaatioa. 

Taia  GouiBO, 
Kbw  Hatm,  Deember  4, 1647. 

Tour  letter  of  IfoTember  26,  with  the  programme  of  As  . 
6mithsoaiMi'InBtitotion,  was  duly  receiTod,  andl  Iuve:<B- 
deavored  to  bestow  npon  it  a  degree  of  oonaideration  i«»- 
portiooate  to  its  importuioe. 

Regarding  the  wfll  of  Mr.  Sqiithson  as  the  rule  and  die 
odIv  rule  ^ich  ought  to  govern,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
eayinc  that  the  viewa  propounded  in  the  programme  are 
sound  and  correct,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  he  eustained. 

It  is  obvious  that  Mr.  Hmithson  intended  that  hia  fiind 
should  operate  intellectually,  and  no  further  pbjsically  than 
is  necessary  for  the  mental  cflecte.  Books,  inBtrumeota, 
and  museuniB  of  objects  of  nature  and  art  are  necessaiy  to 
that  end,  and  are,  therefore,  within  the  viewa  and  porpoee 
of  the  donor;  but  splendid  buildings,  of  costly  materials 
and  construction,  if  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  Smith- 
sonian fiind  would  prove  a  perversion  of  the  design  and  as 
abuse  of  the  trust. 

The  neglect  in  which  the  bequest  was  allowed  for  eight 
years  to  lie,  creates  a  cl^m,  both  of  honor  and  eqait;, 
which  ought  to  result  in  the  enlargement  of  the  flmd  b; 
the  appropriation  of  the  accumulated  interest  to  become  s 
part  of  the  productive  capital.  It  would  be  a  meritoriooi 
applit^atiou  of  u,  portion  of  the  N.itioiml  ri^vcniie  if  the 
buildinjfs  requisite  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  were  to  be  fiintiabed  by  the  GoverumoDt 
in  aid  of  the  great  deflug^M|liMi||ilwr8ase  and  difiiisioa  of 
knowledge  a,is 
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If,  however,  that  course  is  impracticable,  we  may  well  in- 
quire whether  an  appropriation  of  the  income  of  a  single 
jear — say  fifty  thousand  dollars — might  not  afford  sufficient 
funds  for  the  requisite  building  constructed  in  a  style  of 
chaste  and  elegant  simplicity  without  expensive  ornament, 
^nd  adapted  mainly  to  utility. 

If  this  course  were  pursued,  the  fund  would  be  preserved 
inviolate,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  a  wise  forecast  to  limit 
the  annual  expenditures,  so  that  an  accumulating  fund 
might  be  formed,  which,  in  a  few  years,  with  compound 
interest  resulting  from  frequent  investments  of  savings 
miffht  augment  tne  capital  to  a  million  of  dollars. 

If  it  is  within  the  views  of  the  Government  to  bestow 
the  National  Museum  upon  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the 
very  bequest  would  seem  to  draw  after  it  an  obligation  to 
furnish  the  requisite  accommodations  without  taxing  the 
Smithsonian  funds ;  otherwise  the  gift  might  be  detrimental 
instead  of  beneficial ;  and  if  the  Government  should  retain 
the  proprietorship  of  the  National  Museum,  but  at  the  same 
time  impose  upon  the  Smithsonian  Institution  the  burden 
of  providing  a  building  for  its  accommodation — not  to  say 
for  its  increase — this  would  obviously  be  an  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  the  Institution  which  could  not  be  justified. 

Will  not  every  purpose  ^promotive  of  the  object  of  Mr. 
Smithson  be  accomplished  bjr  allowing  the  National  Museum 
to  remain  in  buildmgs  furnished  by  the  Government,  and 
itugmented  from  time  to  time  as  the  exigency  of  the  collec- 
tions may  require. 

It  will  then  be  equally  accessible  to  all  cultivators  of  any 
field  of  knowledge  demanding  such  illustrations,  and  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  will  be  left  at  liberty  to  pursue  its 
own  objects  in  its  own  way. 

,  As  regards  the  objects  of  research  indicated  in  the  Pro- 
gramme I  would  suggest  that  in  addition  to  the  law  of 
storms — not  confined,  however,  to  American  storms — ob- 
servations should  be  made  on  our  v-arious  climates  in 
relation  to  temperature,  moisture,  and  electricity,  and  their 
offect  upon  agriculture  and  health. 

Under  the  nead  of  surveys  it  is  desirable  'also  to  include 
our  most  important  mineral  resources  in  coal  and  metals, 
And  in  permanent  materials  for  architecture  and  for  civil 
and  mUitar:^  en^neering. 

'    Ko  mention  is  made  of  natural  history  in  extensOj  and 
toology  and  botany  are  not  named. 

'    1%6  outline  of  subjects  might  perhaps  be  made  more 
^         le  and  still  more  comprehensive,  and  it  is  desirable 
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not  to  enact  nnnecessary  limitations  which  might  prove  em- 
barrassing. 

Ab  Mr.  Smithson's  object  was  all  men — not  mere); 
Americans  or  EDgllelimen — it  is  desirable  that  every  lati- 
tude should  be  allowed  for  co-oporation  with  all  coltivatort 
of  knowledge. 

I  have  had  no  opportunity  to  consult  the  ConnecticDt 
Academy,  but  will  lay  the  Bubject  before  them  towards  the 
close  of  the  month.  I  have  the  coinciding  opinioDs  of  Mr. 
Dana  and  my  son  yvith  the  above. 

From  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

Boston,  December  8, 1847. 
Dbab  8ia :  I  am  directed  by  the  Academy  to  commnni- 
cato  to  you  the  accompaDying  report,  made  on  the  subject 
of  your  programme,  laid  before  the  Academy,  with  your 
note  of  the  30th  September,  and  to  express  the  great  inter- 
est which  the  Society  feels  in  the  important  subject  to  which 
it  relates. 

Aba  Gray, 


The  committee  to  whom  tm  retbrred  the  "Programme  for  the  Orguiin. 

tion  of  the  Smilhflonian  Inatitiition,"*>ubmitted  to  the  Academy  by  the 
Secretary,  Professor  Henry,  with  his  letter  of  the  30th  September,  maiJa 
the  followiog  report : 

Professor  Henry  U  understood  to  be  desirous  of  ascertaining  the  opinioai 
of  the  seientilic  bodies  of  the  country,  on  the  subject  of  tba  proposed  orpin. 
ization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  ;  and  the  free  oxpressioo  of  Uieir 
views  is  wished  by  him. 

The  interesting  nuluro  nnd  high  importance  of  this  foundation,  and  (be 
novel  and  peculiar  circumstancca  attending  it;*  eftablifibment,  make  it  higbly 
expedient,  in  the  opinion  of  tbo  committee,  that  every  step  tafaen  in  iti 
□rganizHtion  should  bu  deliberately  considered.  They  think  it  no  mora 
than  just  to  express  their  satisfaction,  tliat  the  control  of  tbo  iofsot  eilab- 
lisbinent  has  been  placed  in  tbo  hands  of  a  Board  of  Regents  of  the  bigW 
intelligence,  respectability,  and  weight  of  character ;  and  in  the  wise  teleo- 
tion  mode  of  the  officera,  on  whom  tbo  active  executive  duties  of  the  inili- 
tution  will  devolve,  the  committee  perceive  a  satiafactory  pledge,  a^farii 
they  are  concerned. 

Professor  Henry>  /Vo^ramine commencea  with  "general  consideraliixi^ 
which  should  serve  as  a  guide  in  adopting  the  plan  of  organ  ization."  Be 
points  out  the  nature  of  the  bequest,  as  made  to  the  Doited  SlaCei  for  ih* 
purpose  of  founding  ut  WiisbiiigCn,  oader  the  name  of  the  SrailhsoniiJl 
Institution,  an  establish  mvnt  for  the  inoresse  and  diffusion  uf  koawled^ 
among  men.  Tbo  bequest  is,  accordiagly,  for  the  benefit  of  nuuikiod.  Tb> 
Ouvernnient  of  tbo  United  Stalea  i«  but  •  ^HtMto  oarigr  oul  this  oobli 
design.  Even  the  people  of  ■\-  TTlltjiifeffldfrrl'"^'"^  ""'"  "  '"" 
they  conatilute  one  of  the  '  "  i  iiiBiiiiiiiniwni  i 

The  object*  of  the  InilH ,^^        .^™«— k-— =« 
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vay  confounded  with  each'otber  (iQMmuFb  as  it  often  hsppena  that  know- 
ledge U  diffufled  bj  Iho  aame  net  which  incrpaaeg  it)  aro  neverlheleM  logl- 
caKjr  distiuct,  and.require  to  be  Bojiaralely  regarded.  No  particular  kind 
of  knowledge  is  specified  b,v  tbe  founder  as  entitled  to  tliu  preforence  ;  all 
branches  are  entitled  to  a  share  of  attention ;  and  the  order  and  degree  in 
whicli  thej  are  cultivated  must  be  decided  by  a  ^rise  regard  to  means  and 
circumsluncee.  Knowledge  may  be  increased  by  various  modes  of  encour- 
aging and  facilitating  the  diacoverj  of  new  trutbs ;  it  ii  diffused  obieSj, 
though  not  eiclUHively,  through  (be  instrumentality  of  the  press,  Tne 
organiKation  sbould  be  such  as  to  produce  results  not  within  the  province 
«t  the  existing  indtitutiona  of  tbe  country.  It  was,  for  instance,  evidently 
not  tbe  design  of  the  liberal  founder  to  establish  a  collegiate  instituUon,  or 
a  place  of  education  ;  nor  would  it  be  wise  to  appropriate  his  bequest  for 
sucb  an  object,  already  sufficiently  attained  by  the  ordinary  resources  of 
public  and  private  liberalit;^.  Considering  the  novelty  of  the  undertaking, 
It  would  be  manifftBtly  unwise  to  staiio  too  much  on  the  success  of  tha  first 
efforts.  Tbe  organization  should  be  such  as  to  admit  of  changes  and  modi- 
ficalions  under  tbe  light  of  experience.  As  several  years  have  elapsed  since 
the  fund  came  into  tlio  poseessian  of  tbe  United  States,  it  seems  no  more 
than  equitable  tbat  a  considerable  portion  of  tbe  accruing  interest  ibouid 
tw  added  to  the  principal,  to  make  up  for  tbe  loss  of  time.  The  commillM 
consider  this  suggestion  as  perfectly  reasonable,  and  trust  it  will  receive 
the  favorable  con-ideration  of  Congress.  Liberal  as  is  the  original  bequest, 
the  sum  is  but  small  compared  with  the  greac  objects  to  be  accomplished. 
This  consideration  suggests  the  absolute  neccMity  of  economy  in  any  outlay 
«a  buildings  and  Uxtures  ;  in  roferunco  to  which  a  prudent  regard  must  be 
had,  not  merely  to  tbe  first  cost,  but  to  the  future  expense  of  repairs,  and 
tbe  support  of  (he  eelablishnient.  Oreat  care  must  be  taken  not  to  m 
the  number  of  persona  to  bo  permanently  supported  by  the  Inslitutiot 
clear  and  settled  idea  of  Its  organieatian  and  mode  of  operation  must 
«ede  tbeadopiion  of  a  plan  of  bQilding,  lest,  atUr  tbecompletionof  a  costly 
edifice,  It  should  be  found  nearly  or  quite  useless  ;  or  worse  evi —  '' —  — 
leas,  bv  forcing  a  character  upon  the  Institution  wbicb  would  n 
have  Dcen  given  it.  Ail  view  to  mere  local  arrangement  oi 
•hould  be  discarded  at  tha  outset,  in  the  management  of  a  trus' 
the  benefit  of  mankind. 

Sui'li,  very  slightly  expanded  in  a  few  of  the  propositio 
minsiderations  proposed  by  Professor  Henry  as  guides  in  adopting  a  plan  of 
organization.  Tbey  command  tbe  entire  assent  o(  tbe  committee ;  and 
none  of  them  more  so  than  those  which  refer  to  the  necessity  of  strict  econ- 
omy in  the  expenditure  of  the  fund  on  a  building,  and  exclusion  of  undue 
ngard  to  local  ornament.  It  would  not  bo  difficult  to  point  to  a  memorable 
instance,  in  a  sister  city  of  the  Union,  in  which  the  most  munificent  bequest 
ever  made  for  (he  purpose  of  education  bas  been  rendered  com  ps rati  valy 
tmavailing,  by  tbe  total  disregard  of  these  wise  principles.  It  is  an  addi- 
tional reason  for  observing  them,  that  tha  attempt  to  orccl  a  highly  impot- 
inc  building  for  local  ornament  will  not  onlv  cru»b  in  the  bud  all  hope  of 
furBlling  the  ulterior  objects  of  the  bequest,  but  will  bo  almost  sure  to  fail 
«f  ■  MtTsractory  result  as  far  as  tbe  edifice  itself  is  concerned. 

Tbe  Secretary's  plan  of  organisation  inreferonce  to  theincreaseof  koowU 
Ise  (■  so  accurately  digest^  and  so  thoroughly  condensed,  that  tbe  com- 
"k  it  would  be  best  to  quote  his  own  words  : — 
"KABB  Knowledob,  it  is  proposed, 

lulate  men  of  talent  to  make  original  researches,  by  offering 
-1  fbr  memoirs  containing  now  truths ;  and, 
■riate  annually  a  portion  of  tbe  income  for  particular  re- 

e  direction  of  suitable  persons." 

of  incMosinff  knowUdge  are  farther  nnfolded  in  the  foUow- 

"  Flan  "  for  tbat  purpose. 
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mo*t  interesting  subjecta  whicti  ongagea  tho  attentjoa  of  goomoterB  and 
mBtbemsticiaiiB  at  the  preaent  moment,  viz  :  the  planet  Neptuae,  has  been 
invited  by  the  Secretary  from  one  of  our  members. 

"Wiiiletlie  committee  would  deprecate  all  attempta  unduly  to  atimulate 
tbe  increase  of  knowledge,  aa  fure  to  prove  abortive,  and  to  result  at  best 
in  tbe  publication  of  crude  investigations,  tbey  believe  it  quite  possible  to 
remove  Bome  of  tbe  obstructions  to  its  progress.  Narrow  circumstance* 
are  too  apt  to  be  the  lot  of  genius  when  devoted  to  scientific  pursuits  ;  and 
the  necessity  of  providing  for  personal  and  domestic  wants  too  often  absorb* 
the  time  and  faculties  of  those  whu  might,  if  relieved  from  cares  of  this 
kind,  have  adorned  their  age  and  beneStted  mankind.  To  such  men  a 
moderate  pecuniary  advantage,  derived  from  a  successful  investigation, 
might  be  of  vast  importance.  The  efflcacy  of  marlfet  upon  production  is 
not  limited  to  the  creations  of  pbyeica!  labor.  It  is  seen  in  the  history  of 
science  and  literature  of  every  age  and  country.  Invention  in  the  mechan- 
ical arte,  and  sl(ill  in  practical  science,  are  well  paid  in  this  country,  and 
bow  great  Is  the  harvest  i  The  cxtraordlnarj'  cttect  even  of  an  honorary 
inducement  is  seen  in  the  case  of  tbe  medal  o^red  by  the  king  of  Deamartc 
for  the  discovery  of  telescopic  comets.  On  these  principles  it  may  bo 
hoped,  that,  by  offering  a  moderate  pecuniary  compensation  for  researches 
of  real  merit,  valuable  contributions  to  knowledge  will  be  produced  ;  while 
their  publication  will  tend  directly  to  tbe  diffusion  of  knowledge.  An  en- 
couragement somewhat  similar,  toward  the  promotion  of  the  increase  of 
knowledge,  would  be  afforded  by  another  part  of  the  proposed  operations, 
that  of  providing  tbe  requisite  apparatus  and  implements,  and  especially 
books,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  engi^ed  in  particular  lines  of  in- 
vestigation. In  this  way  it  is  not  unlikely  that  a  considerable  amount  of 
talent  may  l>e  rendered  effective,  which  at  present  is  condemned  to  inactiv- 
ity from  local  position  unfavorable  to  scientific  research. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  committee  to  engage  in  mir 
the  details  of  the  Programme ;  but  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  U 
doubt  of  the  practicability  or  expediency  of  carrying  into  rigid  i? 
"  tbe  rejection  of  all  itnTerifled  speculations,"  aa  proposed  in  the  third  par- 
agraph of  the  first  section  above  cited.  While  it  is  obviously  advisable  to 
discountenance  all  theoretical  speculaUone  not  directly  built  upon  observa- 
tion, it  might  bo  too  much  to  enact,  in  all  cases,  that  these  ipeculations 
sbould  have  been  actually  verified.  No  small  portion  of  modern  geology 
is  an  ingenious  structure  of  speculative  generalizations.  The  undulatory 
theory  of  light  can  hardly  claim  any  other  character.  The  nebular  theoir, 
though  proposed  and  illustrated  by  the  highest  astronomical  talent  of  the 
past  and  present  generations,  is  rapidly  sinking  from  the  domain  of  accred- 
ited Bpeculations.  It  may  be  doubted  even  whether  M.  Loverrier's  brilliant 
Diemoirs  on  the  perturbations  of  Uranus  would  not,  as  published  before  the 
discovery  of  Neptune,  have  fallen  within  this  principle  of  rejection  rigo- 


plan  for  increasing  knowledge,  and  feel  n 
portant  encouragement  to  scientific  pursuits.  To  suppose  that  it  will  create 
an  era  in  science,  or  throw  into  the  shade  the  ordinary  educational  and  in- 
tellectual influences  at  work  in  tbe  country,  would  bo  extravagant.  It  is 
enough,  and  all  that  can  bo  expected,  if  it  be  a  rational  plan  for  appropriat- 
ing moderate  means  toward  the  attainment  of  a  de^irabio  end. 

To  fulflll  tbe  other  objects  of  tbe  trust,  vie.:  to  "diffuse  knowledge," 
the  Secretary  proposes  to  publish  "  a  series  of  reports,  giving  an  account  of 
the  new  discoveries  in  science,  and  of  the  changes  made  from  year  to  year 
in  all  branches  of  knowledge  not  itriclly  professional."  These  reports  aro 
to  be  prepared  by  collaborators  must  eminent  in  their  several  departmenlr, 
who  are  to  receive  a  compensation  for  their  labors  ;  the  collaborator  to  bu 
furnished  with  all  the  joarnsla  and  other  publications  necessary  to  iha 
preparation  of  bis  report. 


u 


••  1.  rifplm,  teoliidlaff  AatKmetqr,  Hatnnd  PUlnoplij,  OiiBlilg,Ml 


"  S.  Nunnl  WMtotf,  InolodiBg  Boluj,  ZoBbigr,  lad  Oaolocr* 

"S.  Agrienlbm. 

"4.  AppIiMtion  of  BdiBM  to  Arte. 

"H.  MOUli  A5»  POLmOU.  OXAflS. 

"  L  Xthtiolocr,  InelodiBc  FNtfoolw  HbtaiT,  Oonwitfn  PUUan 
Antfqmtlt^  aST 
"  6.  Statutlw  and  PolltliMl  XeonomT. 
•<  1.  MraUl  ud  Honl  FUkMd». 
••&  Adwvajof  tlMFtdiUMlfnBtaof  thsWorid 

"m.   UTSUTCBB  UTD  TEX  IIXI  JUOIL 

••9.  Uodara  Lltantim. 

"lO.  TlMri»Ait%MLdailrimtkatlaatotfa«aitfkd«rti. 

"  11.  UUkfi^iliT. 

"  11.  OUttunr  BodMi  or  dltttaBoUMa  IndlvldiHb." 

AaallMrbiMiokof  tkapJaafor  tUdiCWoxtf  kMwMmflL ._ 

llw  oAr  of  pTMiIuM  ftr  tka  b«t  MMg*  on  glTM  MiUMts. 

OlM  pablfaMttOM  of  Oa  ItMtltatlMI,  of  WIAVNT  ftm,  M*  HOMMtWlt 

paMatodto«ath««oli«g!M»Bd  to  tha  priaeip«IIlhcaclMMaaantlla1» 
•thatioDj  tfaroofbaol  tlia  ecnntrT,  mmA  to  b«  axiteacid  lor  tWInanattH 
of  alliohBtila  Mtd  Utonn  mmMIm  throdgluNit  th*  mrU,  ^M  li^ilV  Ihl 
fimndatlon  of  »  vkloabU  liDrsry.    An  adeqaato  nnmbm  u«  to  ba  uimmwI 


.    BUpply  the  fatare  demand  of  uev  InititutlonB,  and  tlie  retnainde 

be  placed  on  attle  at  a  price  so  low  as  to  render  them  generally  acoMiible. 

For  oarrjiog  out  the  plan  thiu  ihstohed  for  increasing  and  diffiMriu 
knowledge,  the  Agents  propose  to  appropriRte  one-half  of  the  {neomaM 
their  fund.  The  remainder  ia  to  be  expended  In  the  formation  and  Dula- 
tenance  of  a  library,  a  eolUetUm  of  iniimmtnU  of  rtitarek  fn  all  brmitkm 
of  exptrimenlat  teienea,  and  a  miuwum.  This  parU^on  of  the  inooBM  of 
the  fund  is  stated  to  be  "  a  comprotuiie  between  the  two  modea  of  inetN*- 
ing  and  diffusing  knowledge." 

A  library  is  one  of  the  objects  contemplated  in  the  act  of  Congren,  Mtab- 
liibiog  the  Board  for  tbe  management  of  the  trust.  It  is  reqnicite  br 
earrying  out  the  plan  aboTe  proposed.  Atthesametimelt  will  beobiernd, 
that  the  distribution  by  exchange  of  the  publications,  which  that  M' 
of  operations  will  call  into  existence,  will  rapidly  provide  the  Initlt 
without  farther  expense,  with  the  class  of  works,  often  of  a  cottly  ehanr 
ter,  which  are  most  direutly  iniportaiit  aa  tbe  inounB  of  advancing  and  difr 
fusing  positive  knowledge.  It  is  accordingly  in  these  that  the  Sflcretaif 
proposes  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the  library ;  forming,  1st,  a  co     '■" 

collection  of  the  Tranaactions  and  Prooeedings  of  ait  the  learnedM 

in  the  world;  and,  3d,  a  similar  collection  of  all  the  current  pmiodldlJ 
publications,  nnd  othor  worka  necessary  in  preparing  lbi>  runt^mplslcj? 
periodical  reports.  In  the  next  place,  it  is  proposed  tu  pri.'CLiri>  by  pieit^M 
ence  those  hooka  which  are  not  found  in  the  other  public  iibrarie»rf  ft"^ 

United  Stales,  regarding  thx  want  of  them  t*  of  BUM  u ■" " 

plied  than  that  of  a  symmi>trical  and  proporttoOHB'OaU 
uU  the  departments  of  foronco.     Such  a  WbtaryttVUfiaa  p( 
fairly  regarded  as  an  important  imtmamlfltl'^iflnfp^ 
knowledge. 


The  collection  of  aciontiflc  sppsratiia  and  innlrumenU  of  research  Ii  no 
leas  oeedrul  in  tbe  furtherance  of  tbe  above-mentioned  plan,  which,  aa  It 
proposes  to  aid  iodtviduala  in  the  proseculion  of  important  researches,  may 
often  do  BO  moat  eOoctuallj  by  the  loan  of  tbe  instruments  required  for  a 
particular  investigation.  Thej  will  also  be  needed,  especially  at  Washine- 
ton,  for  carrying  out,  under  the  most  advantageous  c ire um stances,  the 
various  eiperimental  inveatigationa  in  phvsica  already  pursued  by  the  Sec- 
retary, with  such  credit  to  himself,  and  such  honor  to  uie  acieotiflc  character 
of  the  country. 

The  Smilbsoaian  Institution  is  aUo  to  be  intrusted  with  tbe  conservation 
of  a  national  museum  ;  Congress  having,  by  a  clause  in  the  act  of  incorpo- 
ration, devolved  upon  it  the  charge  of  the  immense  collections  belonging  to 
the  public,  of  which  those  brought  home  by  Captain  Wilkes  from  the  Ei- 

Sloring  Expedition  form  Iho  greater  portion,  but  which  are  daily  increasing 
■om  many  sources.  Tbeae  collections,  when  a  proper  and  convenient  place 
■hall  have  been  prepared  for  their  reception  and  preservation,  are  liKely  to 
accumulate  with  still  greater  rapidity  in  time  to  come. 

While  there  is  an  obvious  propriety  and  convenience  in  thus  Intrusting 
the  care  of  the  public  collections  to  the  officers  of  the  Smithsonian  tnatitu- 
tion,  it  will  not,  the  committee  trust,  be  forgotten  by  Congress,  that  the 
income  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest — moderate  at  best,  and  consecrated  to 
an  object  distinct  as  it  ia  elevatra — ought  not  to  bo  burdened  with  the  cost 
of  constructing  an  ediflce  for  the  reception  and  exhibilinn  of  the  public 
collections,  and  their  presorvalion  and  care.  These  objects  would  alone 
absorb  a  considerable  portion  of  the  fund.  If  drawn  upon  to  carry  them 
into  effect,  its  efficiency  for  any  other  purpose  will  be  seriously  diminished, 
if  not  altogether  destroyed. 

The  plan  also  contemplates  a  museum  of  tbe  Qne  nrta,  as  well  as  a  scien- 
tific apparatus  ;  it  proposes  to  procure  '■  casta  of  the  moat  eel ub rated  articles 
of  ancient  and  modern  sculpture,"  and  "  models  of  antiquities."  While  it 
is  undoubtedly  true,  that  a  gallery  of  this  description  would  find  an  appro- 

Eriato  place  in  an  oatabliahment  devoted  to  the  inereaso  and  diffusion  of 
nowledge  in  its  broadest  sense,  the  committee  cannot  but  hope  that  the 
immediate  execution  of  this  part  of  the  plan  will  not  be  attempted  ,'  but 
that  it  will  be  deferred  till  other  objects  of  more  decided  utility  have  been 
provided  for,  and  until  a  surplus  of  unappropriated  funds  shall  have  accrued. 

The  Academy  will  perceive  that  the  most  novel  and  important  feature  of 
this  plan  is  that  which  proposes  to  insure  the  publication  of  memoirs  and 
treatises  on  important  subjects  of  investigation,  and  to  offer  pecuniary  en- 
couragement to  men  of  talent  and  attainment  to  engage  in  scientific  research. 
It  is  believed  that  no  institution  in  the  country  eflocts  either  oE  these  objects 
to  any  great  extent.  The  nearest  approach  to  it  is  the  practice  of  the 
Academy,  and  other  philosophical  societies,  of  publishing  the  memoirs 
adopted  by  them.  These,  however,  can  rarely  be  works  of  great  compass. 
Mo  systematic  plan  of  compensation  for  the  preparation  of  worka  of  scien- 
tific research  is  known  by  the  committee  to  have  been  attempted  in  this  or 
any  other  country.  It  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  an  important  impulse 
would  be  given  ty  the  Institution,  in  this  way,  to  the  cultivation  of  scien- 
tific pursuits  ;  while  the  extensive  and  widely  ramified  system  of  distribu- 
tion and  exchange,  by  which  the  publicatioqs are  to  be  distributed  tbrou^b- 
out  t>>e  United  States  and  the  world,  would  secure  tbem  a  circulation  which 
worka  of  science  could  scarcely  atlain  in  any  other  way. 

It  is  an  obvious  character!  I  tic  of  this  mode  of  applj^ing  the  funds  of  tha 
Institution,  that  its  infiuence  would  operate  most  widely  throughout  the 
country ;  that  locality  would  be  of  comparatively  little  importance  as  far 
as  this  influence  is  coooeraed  ;  and  that  tne  Union  would  become,  so  to  say, 
in  this  respect,  a  great  school  of  mutual  inatruction. 

The  committee  would  remark,  in  conclusion,  that,  in  a  plan  of  operations 
of  tbia  kind,  very  much  depends  upon  the  activity  and  intelligence  with 
which  it  is   administered.     The  character  of  the  Board  of  Regent*  ii   ft 


970 


LETTERS   OH   PROGEAMME  OF   OROANIZATIOK. 


Bufflctont  warrant  for  the  pnidence  and  good  jud|;meQt  vbicb  will  wUok  | 
over  the  general  interciU  of  the  toundalion  ;  while  the  rcpatation  of 
Becreturj  and  his  asaUtuDt,  the  Lihtariau,  ie  so  welt  cBtablisbed  Id  tlieir  r*i  J 
ipeclive  dopartmeats,  as  to  render  aay  tribute  TroiD  Ibe  committee  eatSrelf  1 
au[Kjrfluou9. 

All  which  ia  respectfully  Bubmitled  by  the  commilleo. 

Edward  Everbtt,  [Chairmen.) 

Jased  Gp*8KS, 


December  ilh,  1847. 

Note. — Professor  Agaasiz  WB«  named  of  tbe  committee,  but,  owfng  1»  I 
bis  absence  at  tbe  Soulh,  was  unable  to  take  part  ia  tbe  preparation  of  fiat  W 

From  the  New  Jersey  Sisiorical  Societi/. 

Newark,  N.  J.,  November  24,  1848. 
This  Society  having  already  coDsidered  the  programnie 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  adopted  the  report  of  a 
special  committee,  approving  of  its  provisions  (which  re- 
port has  heen  transmitted  to  Uie  Hegents,)  I  have  now  only 
to  state,  that  in  no  instance,  bo  far  as  I  can  learn,  has  an  ex- 
amination of  the  document  failed  to  secnre  for  it  the  sama 
measure  of  commendation. 

W.  A.  Whitehbad, 

Corresponding  Seeretary. 

The  following  is  the  report  referred  to  : 

The  Committee  to  wbom  was  referred  the  Programme  of  organixUioa  nf 
the  SmithEunian  Institution  report,  that  bavins  in  common  witb  the  other 
members  of  the  Historical  Society  listened  wilo  gratiBcation  »Dd  conTiclloa 
to  tbe  exposition  by  Dr.  Henry,  of  the  nature  and  objects  of  tbe  SmiOi- 
Bonian  Institution,  and  of  tbe  means  wbercb;  those  objects  might  mat 
purely  be  attained,  they  turned  their  attention  lo  a  consideration  of  Iba 
Programme  referred  to  them. 

And  they  unhesitatingly  report,  as  the  result  of  tbeir  conaiderationa,  tb^r 
unanimous  opinion,  that  in  the  general  considerutiani  set  forth  in  tfaa  Pn>- 
gramme,  as  guides  in  adopting  the  proper  plan  of  organization,  tbe  dengu 
of  the  liberal  founder  of  tbe  Institution  are  Justly  Br)preciatcd,  and  ^e 
means  of  accomplishing  those  designs  are  set  forth  with  great  diacrimina- 

The  fund  is  a  trust  fund  for  tbe  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men ;  the  Institution  created  by  this  fund  is  not  a  national  estab- 
lishment, much  loss  an  establishment  for  promoting  local  improvements  rfM 
any  sort     Its  aim  is  to  "  increase  knowledge  "  bv  the  discovery  of  ns"^ 
trulhe,  and  lo  "diffuse  "  this  increased taiowledgeoy suitable  publicatloa  _ 
Its  field  is  not  Washington,  nor  even  the  United  States,  but  all  msakind.  ' 

Hence  it  wuuld  seem  obviously  to  result,  tbot  all  tbe  funds  to  far  m  no^ 
can  be  done  under  the  act  of  Congress  incorporaling  the  Institution, shoulC 
be  sacredly  appropriated  in  such  manner  as  to  fulfill  the  views  «bov«  indM 
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Entertaioing  tb^e  viewe  the  Committee  would  look  upon  anjr  large  ei- 
peoditure  for  the  construction  or  omnment  of  buildings  at  Washington  u 
misplaced,  as  contravening  the  comprebeaeive  and  liberal  deslgni  of  tbe 
founder,  and  as  calculated  to  the  extent  to  which  such  eipendiiureg  might 
be  carried,  to  delay  the  period  when  the  munificence  of  tbe  endowment 
might  becume  operative,  in  itimulattng  tbe  inventive  genius  of  men,  and 
in  aiding  the  efforta  of  enterpming  individuals  in  diffusing  tbe  results  of 
their  discoveries  and  researches. 

Tbe  details  of  tbe  plans  to  increase  and  to  diffuse  knowledge,  as  sot  forth 
in  the  Progmmmo,  teem  to  jrour  Committ^^  wise  and  well  considered,  and 
as  eminently  fitted  to  render  the  bequests  of  tbe  liberal  Engliabman  pro- 
ductive of  its  legitimate  and  highest  results,  in  which  not  Americans  only, 
but  all  men  are  so  deeply  interested. 

Your  Committee  therefore  propose  these  resolutions  for  tbe  adoption  of 
the  Society  ; — 

ReKolwd,  That  tbe  Programme  of  organiEsUon  of  tbe  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution as  explained  by  Dr.  Henry,  seems  to  this  Society  to  lay  dawn  the 
most  efficient  and  fitting  means  for  rendering  available  in  its  higbe«t  degree 
tbe  muniflconl  endowment  of  the  Institution  and  of  carrying  out  tbe  view* 
of  its  founder. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  tbe»e  proceedin 
officers  of  this  Society,  be  transmitted  to  I 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

Chablks  Kino. 

BICHI.KD  S.  FlBLS. 

Wk.  B.  Einitbt. 

L.  EtRSf  ATBint. 

Nicholas  Hitkkat. 

I   accepted,  the  resolutions   were   unani 


From  JValh'l  F.  Moore. 

Columbia  Collboe, 
New  Yoke,  JSIovember  24, 1848. 

As  regards  your  well  considered  programme  I  should 
hardly  have  presumed  to  offer  even  an  approval  of  it,  but 
for  your  request,  I  can  give  it  heartily  however,  and  fullj' ; 
though  (complying  again  with  your  request)  I  venture  to 
suggest  that  perhaps  the  limitation  under  the  7th  head  of 
section  2d  is  too  narrow,  while  on  the  other  hand,  the  great 
value  of  the  fine  arts  and  the  just  appreciation  of  them  by 
cultivated  minds,  may  create  a  risk  of  the  institution's  going 
too  far  in  the  direction  opened  under  the  10th,  11th,  and 
12th  heads  of  the  same  section. 

I  read  some  time  ago  what  seemed  to  be  a  studied  vindi- 
cation of  the  step  taken  by  the  Institution  in  publishing 
tbe  work  of  Messrs,  Sqnier  aud  Davis,  hut  the  volume  now 
issued  from  the  presa  carries  with  it  its  justification,  aud 
will,  I  think,  be  everywhere  regarded  as  a  curious  and  val- 
uable contribution  to  knowledge  of  a  kind  that  was  much 
needed. 


FiroM  Mark  M^tim. 

Wnxum  Oo^uo, 
WiLUAKBiowv,  MiM.,  I/ooemitr  S4, 1848. 
.  I  have  reodved  a  oopy,  fbnrarded  by  yoa,  of  tin  pr»- 
fersmme  of  the  Bmitfaeoniaa  Inatitatioii.  u  xtatiM  mjr 
Searlgr  if  probatioa,  asd  is  probably  as  perfect  ae  any  ddng 
of  the  kind  oao  be  witfaoat  eipenence,  and  I  have  no  lai^ 
gestimi  to  make. 

In  BDoh  an  enterprise  maofa  mnat  depend  on  the  <^oai, 
and  I  am  gratified  to  know  that  thus  fiu-  the  Bolectiea  lat 
been  nicfa  aa  to  deserre  and  reoeive  anivertal  oonfideoee. 
If  any  oo-(^»eration'  of  mine  Bhenld  be  needed,  it  mi^bi 
relied  on. 

From  SRoek  Pcmd. 

BaSOOB  ThMUMIOAL  SsKDrjUBlT, 
BjJiaoB,  Mb.,  Nmttanber  24, 1848. 
I  reoeived  this  mominf  your  &vor  of  the  17th  with  dtt 
accompanying  papers,  i  have  penued  your  prognuniH 
with  maw  interest.  It  seems  to  nave  been  drawn  ap  wiA 
oare,-and  with  a  dae  r^ard  to  the  will  of  "htr.  Smithsoo. 
I  think  of  no  additions  or  improvements.  It  meets  my  «»• 
dial  approbation. 

From  Charles  J.  Wh^>ple. 

Salem  Athenbuk, 
Saleh,  Mass.,  November  27,  1848. 
The  programme  of  organization  of  the  Sroithsonian  In- 
stitute meets  our  approbation ;   one  question  ia  natarsIlT 
enggested  after  its  perusal,  viz :  can  all  the  objects  proposed 
be  accomplished  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  onginafdesifiif 
If  in  the  affirmative — then  the  institution  will  be  a  nobia 
a&ir — just  what  is  wanted  at  this  time  to  meet  the  wsab 
of  the  age.    It  has  our  hearty  co-operation,  and  we  aboald 
be  pleased  to  contribute  our  mite  towards  aiding  ths  insti- 
tution to  carry  forward  successfully  all  their  plans. 

^om  H.  J,  RipUy. 

Newton  TeBOL0GiCA.x.  WtliiitioB, 
Newton,  Mass.,  l^^^fl^ 'i"'^^^**- 
I  have  been  directed  by  the  faculvO   .  ^a'^t'**  -^ « 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  j  -^t    ^^         .-..«w\ 
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companying  docaments,  sent  to  the  late  president  of  this 
institution.  As  he  is  not  now  connected  with  the  institu- 
tion, the  papers  were  laid  before  the  existing  faculty. 

The  programme  has  our  entire  approbation.  We  are 
not  prepared  to  make  any  suggestions  relative  to  the  subject. 
We  trust  we  shall  be  always  ready  to  give  you  our  co-oper- 
ation in  cases  where  it  may  be  required. 

Frjom  Simeon  North. 

Hamilton  Collegb, 
Clinton,  N.  Y.,  November  80, 1848. 

The  accompanying  programme  I  have  examined  with  care, 
and  am  happy  to  say  that  I  regard  it  as  comprehensive  and 
judicious,  and  that  the  plan  which  it  marks  out  is  one  emi- 
nently fitted  to  subserve  the  interest  of  learning — ^both  in 
^^  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men." 

From  James  P.  Wilson. 

Drlawarb  College, 
Newark,  Del.,  November  80, 1848. 

I  received  the  circular  sent  from  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tute, and  make  this  communication  simply  in  conformity 
with  the  specific  request  contained  in  it.  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  imagine  that  my  crude  views  can  be  of  any  value 
at  all  in  the  matter. 

There  is  no  doubt,  that  from  the  data  in  the  bequest,  va- 
rious solutions  would  be  suggested  by  thoughtful  minds — 
and  innumerable  plans  projected — and  yet  on  carefully  read- 
ing and  reflecting  on  the  programme,  I  cannot  even  pro- 
f)ose  a  criticism  by  way  of  amendment.  As  a  great  en- 
ightened  agency  for  diffusing  knowledge  which  implies  in 
this  case  increasing  it,  so  far  as  practicable,  I  cannot  see  how 
a  scheme  can  be  devised,  more  comprehensive,  and  at  the 
same  time  more  effective  in  carrying  out  the  design  of  the 
testator.  These  I  think  must  oe  the  impressions  of  any 
candid  mind. 

From  C.  P.  Krauth. 

Pennsylvania  College, 
Gettysburg,  Pa.,  November  30, 1848. 

I  have  received  your  circular  and  the  accompanying  pro- 

'"ramme,  &c.,  and  agreeably  to  your  request  express  in  this 

mv  approbation  of  the  same.    Not  prepared  at  present 

d  any  suggestions  relative  to  the  subject.    I  will 

co-operate  in  any  way  that  I  can  hereafter. 
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"  ThBOLOQIOAL  SMlOHABrT," 

Faiuax  Co.,  Ya.,  Deemba- 1, 1S48. 
In  regsrd  to  the  "  Progremme  of  OrgsnizatxtMi "  I  shtQ 
not  preaame  to  offer  any  saggestixtm ;  I  only  veattm  to 
expreaa  the  hope  that  under  the  head  of  the  **  monl  md 
political "  class  of  snbjecta,  the  partioQlar  branches  of  monl 
'  and  mental  philosophy  will  receive  a  due  share  of  cnltiTV 
tion,  and  I  say  this,  only  becanee  of  the  extreme' c^ffieal^ 
which  manifestly  accompanieB  your  labors  in  that  depart- 
ment above  all  others,  and  not  because  of  indifieram 
towards  any  form  of  knowledge  which  concerns  matilrinJ 

lYom  M.  F.  Maury. 

Katiokal  Obsbbtatobt, 
Wabhinqtoit,  Deeanba-  2, 1848. 

The  law  establishing  the  Smithspnian  Institution  ii  in 
my  jadgment  not  entiraly  free  from  objection.  But  taUi^ 
the  law  as  it  is,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  programme  of  tba 
InBtittttion  ia  not  only  admirable,  but  the  beet  that  under 
the  circumalancea  of  the  case  could  hare  been  devised. 

The  programme  appears  to  me  to  embrace  all  BubjectB, 
and  to  include  the  results  of  all  researches,  which  tend  to 
the  increase  and  difTusioii  of  knowledge  among  men,  I  see 
no  room  for  improvement  and  therefore  have  no  suggestioDs 
to  make  with  regard  to  it. 

It  will  afford  me  pleasure  at  all  times,  and  on  all  occft- 
sioQS,  to  co-operate  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  tiie 
pursuit  of  those  departments  of  knowledge  appropriate  to 
the  Observatory ;  and  I  hope  therefore  you  will  do  me  the 
&vor  to  call  freely  on, the  Observatory  in  all  matters  when- 
ever its  co-operation  may  subserve  the  great  intereste  of 
Bcience  and  therefore  of  me  world. 

From  Avg.  W.  Smith. 

WbbLBYAN  UHrVBBSITT, 

MiDDLETOWH,  Ct.,  December  2,  1848. 
I  had  previously  received  a  copy  of  the  "  Programme  of 
Organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,"  and  esam- 
ined  it  with  some  care.  I  have  again  carefully  re-peraaed 
and  considered  the  details  as  therein  presented  with  your 
"explanations  and  illustraliooB," 
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In  common  with  many  others,  I  presume,  I  had  indulged 
some  apprehensions  on  the  subject  of  the  mode,  in  which  the 
intentions  and  purposes  of  the  testator  covM  and  wovJd  be 
carried  out  by  the  trustee.  These  apprehensions  were  not 
diminished,  on  reading  the  reports  of  the  widely  different 
views  and  plans  which  seemed  not  merely  to  divide  but  to 
distract  Congress  while  the  subject  was  under  discussion. 
They  were,  however,  greatly  removed  by  a  sight  of  the 
programme. 

Those  portions  of  the  plan  which  seem  to  result  directly 
from  the  will  of  the  testator,  by  the  action  of  yourself  and 
Board  of  Regents,  have  a  character  conformable  to  the  de- 
signs of  the  testator,  and  much  more  of  symmetry,  than  the 
novel  character  which  the  Institution  was  to  bear,  warran- 
ted the  hope  of  realizing  so  early  in  its  history.  I  re-read 
the  whole  with  the  special  purpose  of  raising  objections  and 
finding  occasion  to  make  suggestions,  but  I  freely  confess  I 
do  not  see  wherein  the  portion  referred  to,  could  be  im- 
proved, especially  as  the  details  are  conditioned  on  their 
practical  and  successful  character  when  tested  by  experience, 
if  either  am  I  prepared  to  condemn  the  appropriation  of  the 
means  of  the  institution  by  the  positive  enactments  of  Con- 
gress to  the  formation  of  a  library — especially  the  kind  of 
library  contemplated.  But  with  re^rd  to  cabinets,  Ac,  I 
do  not  so  clearly  see  in  what  it  will  ultimate.  More  is, 
however,  to  be  feared  from  a  disposition  to  modify  and 
change,  under  the  pretence  of  improving  the  plan,  by  the 
numerous  sages  who,  as  members  of  Congress,  will  become 
its  ^ardians-in-law. 

My  hopes  of  its  success  and  utility  are  stron&c  while  under 
its  pWSt  direction,  if  untrammelled  by  nel'  restrictions 
and  left  free  to  act.  On  the  whole,  the  country  and  the 
friends  of  science  may  well  congratulate  themselves  upon 
the  prospects  of  the  Institution,  and  especially  (allow  me  to 
say  it  in  all  sincerity)  upon  the  choice  of  the  individual  se- 
lected to  direct  and  superintend  its  interests,  with  regard  to 
whom  public  sentiment  is  unanimous  so  far  as  I  have  heard 
an  expression  of  opinion. 

jFVom  James  CurUy. 

Georgetown  College, 
District  op  Columbia,  December  5, 1848. 

fe»A«aRre  8hi^  give  our  opinion  as  soon  as  possible  of  the  ad< 

an  you  have  formed  for  the  organization  of  the 
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From  Edward  HUchcock. 

Amhbrst  Collbgb, 
Amherst,  Mass.,  December  7, 1848. 

I  have  looked  over  the  programme  of  the  Institntion 
with  much  interest,  and  consider  it  most  admirably  adop- 
ted to  accomplish  the  objects  aimed  at  by  Mr.  Smithson. 
So  complete  is  it  in  its  applications  that  with  my  limited 
knowledge  I  have  no  additional  suggestions  to  make.  I 
anticipate  very  interesting  results  to  the  cause  of  science  in 
this  country  from  the  carrying  out  of  this  plan. 

From  Hector  Humphreys. 

St.  John's  College, 
Annapolis,  Maryland,  December  11, 1848. 

I  have  read  the  programme,  and  say  at  once,  that  I  highly 
approve  all  its  provisions.  It  fills  up  providentially  a  de- 
sideratum long  felt  in  the  United  States,  owing  to  the  litde 
encouragement  which  our  government  feels  authorized  un- 
der the  Constitution  to  extend  to  science  and  art.  Tliia 
has  reached  but  little  beyond  the  poor  protection  that  the 
patent  laws  give  to  new  inventions.  Your  plan  will  incite 
many  industrious  and  ingenious  men  to  undertake  works  of 
original  research,  because  you  oflfer  them  a  certain  reward, 
in  case  they  should  succeed.  The  subsequent  diffusion  will 
need  no  stimulus. 

From  the  President  and  Faculty  of  Georgetown  College. 

Georgetown  College, 
District  of  Columbia,  December  16, 1848. 

We  have  received  the  first  volume  of  the  "  Smithsonian 
Contributions  to  Knowledge,*'  and  now  return  many  thanks 
to  you  and  to  those  whose  wisdom  and  experience  have 
formed  the  "  Plan  of  Organization  "  which  has  brought  to 
light  the  interesting  subject  contained  in  the  splendid  work 
now  presented  to  the  public. 

In  acknowledging  your  kindness  for  this  valuable  present 
we  cannot  avoid  expressing  our  admiration  of  the  Plan  of 
Organization  itself,  which  is  contained  in  your  able  Report 
of  December,  1847 ;  convinced  as  we  feel  that  scarcely  any- 
thing superior  to  it  could  be  conceived  to  carry  out,  wisely, 
and  generously  the  i»*^  ^-  Bmiihson,     This  being 

our  candid  or''  to  analyse  the  report 
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in  order  to  show  the  excellence  of  each  part  in  its  further- 
ance of  the  grand  object  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  as 
an  impartial  mind  by  attentively  perusing  your  report  will 
easily  perceive  how  fully  it  embraces  the  benevolent  designs 
of  the  founder. 

From  JS.  Mobinson. 

Union  Theological  Seminart, 
New  York,  December  18, 1848. 

Tour  letter  announcing  the  first  volume  of  the  Contribu- 
tions, was  put  into  my  hands  on  Saturday;  though  the 
volume  was  received  some  days  earlier.  I  beg  leave  to  re^ 
turn  thanks,  in  behalf  of  the  Directors  and  Faculty  of  the 
Seminary,  for  the  volume  in  question,  which  contains  a  rich 
harvest  of  information,  that  always  seemed  to  me  a  very 
appropriate  beginning^for  such  an  Institution. 

In  regard  to  the  Programme  forwarded,  I  have  already 
stated  to  Professor  Henry,  and  perhaps  to  yourself,  my  fa- 
vorable views. 

From  Henry  Brewerton. 

XT.  S.  Military  Academy, 
West  Point,  N.  Y.,  December  18, 1848. 

After  carefully  looking  over  the  Programme,  I  find  noth- 
ing to  suggest,  bv  way  of  improvement,  in  the  details  of 
the  plan  adopted  for  carrying  out  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Smith- 
son. 

From  Francis  Wayland. 

Brown  University, 
Providence,  R.  L,  December  19, 1848. 

I  have  been  for  some  time  acquainted  with  the  Pro- 
gramme of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  have  delibcr* 
ately  reflected  upon  the  plans  which  it  unfolds  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  benevolent  designs  of  the  testator;  and  it 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  I  cordially  ap- 
prove of  them.  In  the  first  place,  I  can  conceive  of  no 
other  method  by  which  Mr.  Smithson's  object,  to  increase 
and  diffuse  knowledge  among  men,  could  be  so  literally  and 
wmpletely  realized.  In  the  next  place,  the  work  which  it 
l^ma' to  accomplish  is  of  inestimable  importance,  and  it  can 
W'MQomplished  by  no  other  institution  now  existing  in 
(Blif  eonmtiy.    You  will  thus  be  enabled  to  render  most^ 


«flBdaikft  aid  to  evetj  o&at  litwaiy  and  Kietitifi«  inalitdtiaB, 
withotit  iuterferinff  with  the  labors  of  aoy,  and  jon  wSl  it 
the  Bame  time  dweeminito  ori^oal  kilowledge  in  enij 
cowaUj  OD  the  g^obe.  A  new  impolie  will  thos  be  0tm 
to  iDvestigatioQ  in  eveiy  department  of  waeoea;  nd 
learned  mea  will  know  tbit  throng  tod  thej  will  be  aU» 
to  make  tbdr  diacorerieB  available  to  nkeir  brethren  thnwt^ ' 
ont  the  civilized  world.  Tima  and  experience  maj  ven 
poenbly  niggMt  modiflcatiwia  of  yoar  original  plu,  an 
K>r  these  momfications  it  will-be  always  prepared.  ^  lioir> 
ever,  know  of  none  which  I  wonld  wish  to  propoae. 
.  I  think  yon  have  been  fisrtanate  in  oommencii^the  Mtioi 
irith  the  volame  on.  "  The  ^deut  Moonments  in  the  1& 
dasippi  Valley-"  It  is  uk  addition  to  haman  knowledgeaid 
pecnbarity  acu^ted  to  the  preeent  conditioB  of  vOmoStipaA 
uiqairy.  It  can  not  fiul  to  be  well  recwved  both  in  ttii 
eonnt^  and  in  EmN^teu 

RamlMimd  Woodt. 

Bownonr  Collmb, 
.  BsunwiOK,  Ma^  XlEeanto*  28, 1S46. 
I  am  hi^^  to  take  tlus  occasion  to  express  the  grest 
BatiBfaction  with  which  the  gentleiuen  of  oar  college  fitcnl^ 
have  ezamiQed  the  comprehensive  plan  preeeiited  id  the 
Programme  of  Organizatioa  of  the  Bmitbsonian  InstitntioD, 
and  their  dispositiou  to  cooperate  by  every  means  in  th^ 
power  in  promoting  the  object  of  the  Institution. 

^om  W.  Perotouau  FStUey. 

COLLBOB  OF  ChaSLESTOIT, 

0HAELE8T01T,  S.  C,  December  25,  1848. 
I  hardly  need  aay  that  the  *'  Proeramme  of  Organization," 
kc,  a  copy  of  which  accompanieB  your  letter,  is,  in  my 
opinion,  most  admirably  adapted  to  efiectuate  the  objectt 
of  the  Institution.  I  nave  no  snggestion  to  make  wbidi 
could  render  the  scheme  adopted  more  perfect 

liwn  E.  D.  MacMaater. 

Miami  UmrBBSirr, 
OxMBD,  Ohio.,  December  28, 1848. 
The  Programme  of  the  Institutiou,  wbich  you  did  ub  the 
honor  to  send,  a{>pe)WWi,|O.JU  tP  be  conceived  in  a  libeial 
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«pirit,  and  formed  with  a  comprehensiveness  of  scope  well 
befitting  the  design  of  this  great  Institution ;  and  we  look 
with  much  confidence  for  valuable  results  from  it  under  its 
present  direction  in  accomplishing  that  design. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  suffgesting  what  I  suppose  is  in- 
<;luded,  though  not  specificsuly  mentioned,  under  your  first 
title  of  subjects,  the  subject  of  Etkieo-Political  Science; 
especially  the  origin,  constitution,  objects,  and  ends  of  the 
State,  and  its  relations  to  other  institutions,  as  the  church, 
the  family,  the  various  societies,  purely  voluntary,  existing 
4tmong  men,  Ac,  Ac,  as  one  worthy  of  being  common deu 
to  the  notice  of  some  able  and  well-qualified  men  among 
your  collaborators.  We  claim  that  our  political  system 
pre-eminently  rests  upon  an  ethical  foundation,  and  is 
essentially  grounded  upon  the  natural  rights  of  man ;  and 
that  our  country  occupies,  in  this  respect,  a  peculiar  position 
in  relation  to  the  other  nations  in  their  great  progress  to- 
ward the  new  political  order  to  which  they  are  making 
their  way.  It  would  seem  to  be  peculiarly  fitting  that  an 
Institution,  founded  by  a  foreigner  and  committed  to  the 
Government  of  this  nation  as  a  trustee,  for  the  increase  and 
diflTusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  should  promote  expo- 
sition and  elucidation  of  the  theory  of  the  State,  in  its  own 
nature  and  its  relations — a  subject  not  yet  well  understood 
by  the  nations,  perhaps  even  by  ourselves.  And  though  I 
am  aware  of  the  causes  which  make  it  more  ditticult  for 
such  an  Institution  as  yours  to  undertake  the  discussion  of 
moral  and  political  subjects  than  those  of  physical  science, 
or  of  literature  and  art,  yet  I  would  hope,  on  the  one  band, 
that  writers  on  such  a  subject  would  go  deep  enough  toward 
the  foundation  of  things  to  get  beyond  the  troubled  waters 
at  least  of  party-politics;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
would  be,  on  the  part  of  their  readers,  such  a  manly  spirit 
of  confidence  in  the  power  of  truth  as  not  to  be  afraid  of 
such  admixture  of  error,  real  or  supposed,  as  might  be  un- 
avoidable. But  I  submit  the  matter  to  your  consideration, 
merely  making  the  suggestion. 

From  Charles  Martin. 

Hampden  Sidney  College,  Va.,  December  27, 1848. 

Some  two  or  three  months  ago,  while  temporarily  ofiiciat- 
ing  as  president  of  our  college,  I  received  one  number  of 
the  "  Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge  —  The 
Sphemeris  of  Neptune  for  the  Opposition  of  1848."  Con- 
Mfint  occupation,  and  the  pressure  of  care  at  that  time  pre* 


Vented  a  prompt  adok^wledgmeiit  of  tl^  finVor  ocmfiBned  m 
the  coUc^pe. 

Bat  I  Beise  the  fint  commnl&n  leisoFe  aflSxrded  me  t» 
express  my  thanks,  on  behalf  of  the  C(dle||e,  §o^  tlds  eontri- 
bation ;  and  may  I  not  embrace  the  occasion  to  say  tiist  I 
feel  deeply  interested  in  all  the  movemmits  of  this  noUe^ 
most  remarkable^  and  somewhat  dngnlar  Institntion  over 
which  yon  preside. 

This  Institation  is  one  of  the  most  striking  edocatioDal 
features  of  the  age,  and  pecnliarly  charaeteriatic  of  our 
conntnr  and  her  teld,  libend,  practical  spirit,  and  in  it,  ss 
sndi,  1  take  pride,  and  rcgmce.  Thoi^  we  are  indeMed 
to  a  fordgner  fer  its  limral  foundation,  yet  great  glory 
mast  accrue  to  oor  €kyvemment,  which  seems  to  be  m 
onhr  one  on  earth  capable  of  accomplishing  the  graeroiis 
ana  philanthropic  purposes  of  the  donor. 

I  m  common  witti  all  my  fellow  citiaens  who  are  inter* 
ested  in  the  increase  of  knowledge,  shaU  hail  with  joy  erary 
addition  you  make  to  sdence,  every  encouragement  you 
affi>rd  to  the  inqmring,  and  every  impulse  yau  pve^to 
tbe  American  miim.  Tne  christian  ana  patriot  must  hope 
ficnr,  and  rcgoice  in,  the  success  of  this  noble  In8titoti<m.     • 

Ihmi  A.  8.  Packard. 

BOWDOIN  COLLEGB, 

Bbunswick,  Mb.,  December  28, 1848. 

As  regards  the  volame  which  has  been  issued  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  I  may  be  allowed  to  state  my  per- 
sonal gratification  in  this  ^^  contribution  "  to  our  knowledge 
of  a  past  and  forgotten  race.  Some  years  since  I  was  much 
interested  in  the  subject  and  pursued  my  inquiries  with 
such  aids  as  were  then  accessible.  I  have  been  much  struck 
therefore  with  the  clearness,  definiteuess  and  reliability  of 
the  investigation  which  this  volume  contains;  and  I  cannot 
but  think,  that  this  first  ^'  contribution  "  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  will  be  received  as  an  earnest  of  the  great  good 
it  may  accomplish  for  our  country. 

From  John  Chamberlain. 

Oakland  Collbge,  Miss.,  December  80, 1848. 

As  to  the  programme  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Re- 
gents,  it  receives  my  entire  approbation — because  of  its 
worthy  Secretary,  and  bis  associates  by  whom  it  was  pro- 
jected— who  are  deserving  unqualified  confidence  for  toeir 
ability  to  devise  and  manage  ror.  the  best  interests  of  sudi 
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an  Institution.  And  in  respect  to  co-operating  in  cases 
where  it  may  be  required,  and  where  we  have  the  ability  to 
do  SO,  will  be  most  cheerfully  given. 

From  A.  C.  Kendrick. 

Madison  Univbrsitt, 
Hamilton,  N.  T.,  January ^  1849. 

Owin^  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  our  Institution 
being  without  a  president,  and  an  exciting  question  pend- 
ing as  to  its  location,  and  also  some  questions  pertaining  to 
its  oreanization  being  yet  unsettled,  you  will  not,  I  trust, 
rc^^aru  it  as  disrespectful  that  your  valuable  communication 
has  remained  so  long  unacknowledged. 

Permit  me  in  the  first  place,  as  the  librarian  of  the  Insti- 
tution, to  tender  to  you  our  sincere  thanks  for  the  veiy 
valuable  donation  which  we  have  received  from  your  Insti- 
tution, and  the  deep  interest  which  we  feel  in  its  objects  and 
prosperity.  As  you  request  the  president's  opinion,  if  he 
approves  the  plan  of  the  Institution  and  suggestions,  I  sup- 
pose that  in  the  absence  of  a  president,  you  will  scarcely 
•expect  an  answer  to  these  questions.  Permit  me  to  say, 
however,  that  having  examined  the  Programme  of  Organi- 
zation, I  am  deeply  interested  in  it,  and  highly  gratified 
with,  and  feel  confident  that  it  cannot  but  prove  a  most 
powerful  auxiliary  to  the  cause  of  sound  learning  and 
refined  taste  in  this  country.  I  shall  submit  the  paper  to  my 
colleagues,  and  any  suggestions  which  they  may  make  1 
shall  forward  to  you.  The  only  suggestion  that  has 
occurred  to  me  is  the  inquiry  whether  ancient  literature,  con- 
sidering the  intimate  connection  which  it  sustains  with 
modern,  being  in  no  slight  degree  its  source  and  parent,  and 
also  considenng  this  liability  to  be  pushed  aside  by  the 
•enlarging  boundaries  and  exciting  nature  of  scientific  studies 
and  of  modern  literature,  might  not  justly  have  a  place 
among  the  specific  objects  to  miich  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tute shall  devote  its  inquiries.  Is  not  the  total  omission  of 
this  subject  a  defect  in  the  plan  of  a  national  institution  so 
comprehensive  as  that  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution? 
Considering  also  the  connection  of  the  ancient  literature 
with  the  fine  arts,  do  we  not  find  an  additional  reason  for 
including  this  branch  of  study.  Deeply  penetrated  as  I  am 
with  the  conviction  that  the  ancient  languages  and  litera- 
ture must  ever  hold  an  indissoluble  connection  with  the 
highest  liberal  culture,  I  can  scarcely  reconcile  myself  to  the 
the  entire  omission  of  this  class  of  studies  in  the  plan  of  In- 


$!BS         jjofmm  cm  noeaAiua  ew  MOAnsAfiioii. 

8titQti(Hi.  Still  I  am  aware  that  ijt  is  meaoaraUy  emlmmi^ 
under  the  bead  of  comparative  philolo^gr^  wliicli  caa  aearoelf  ' 
be  purraed  a  step  witbont  cdling  into  reqmmti^ii  flis, 
ancient,  clasncal,  and  orientd  members  of  the  In^Eoio- 
pean  &mily  f 

Yon  will  pardon,  gentlemen,  tbis  ^nggestion,  wbidi  is 
not  made  in  any  spirit  oi  fiuilt-finding  or  metation*  I  bave 
entire  confidence  in  the  competency  of  the  gentlemen  t> 
whom  the  management  of  the  Institution  is  entrusted,  and 
doabt  not  they  will  give  such  scope  to  its  plans  and  eflfecta 
as  will  conduce  most  largely  to  its  nseftilneea. 

Jhm  Phaip  Lmddqf. 

TJwmasm  of  ITabhtill^ 
Nashyilli,  Tbnv.,  Jamiarjf  6, 1848. 

I  have  carefblly  examined  the  ^  Programme,^  and  I  cor- 
dially approve  it  Of  coarse,  I  have  no  snggestions  to  o&r.. 
I  reioice  that  the  Institution  is  fkirly  at  work  under  A» 
most  fitvorable  auspices,  and  with  every  jirospeet  of  fully 
meeting  the  highest  anticipations  of  its  friends  and  of  tfeie^ 
public  generally. 

William  and  Mabt  Ck>LLBOB, 

BuGKLAND,  Prikcb  William  Co.,  Va.,  JanvoTy  8, 1849. 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure,  had  I  the  opportunity  or 
the  power,  to  co-operate  with  you  in  founding  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  on  a  permanent  basis,  and  in  extending^ 
its  sphere  of  usefulness  in  the  manner  requested  in  jour 
circular,  dated  November  17th,  1848.  I  have  rend  the 
"  Programme  of  the  Institution,"  and  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  so  full  and  so  complete,  in  «very  respect,  that  there  is  do 
room  for  suggestions  of  alterations  or  additions.  I  will  ask 
if  nothing  is  to  be  said  in  the  "  reports,  giving  an  account 
of  the  new  discoveries  in  science  "  on  the  progress  of  math- 
ematical science,  and  if  the  close  connection  between  tbis 
science  and  some  of  those  mentioned  does  not  demand  that 
something  be  said  of  it  ?  Is  there  any  science  in  which  so 
little  has  been  efiected  by  Americans  as  in  this  7 

Frcm  Andrew  Wylie. 

Indiana  Univebsitt, 
Bloominqton,  Indiana,  January  9, 1849. 

As  you  have  requested,  I  venture  to  make  the  suggestion 
whether  an  annual  review  of  the  current,  or  rather  of  the 
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emergent  literature  of  the  United  States,  to  be  published 
somehow  under  the  auspices  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
mi^ht  not  do  good,  requesting  all  authors  to  send  the  off- 
spring of  their  brain  to  the  Institute  for  inspection,  dissec- 
tion, rejection,  selection,  as  the  case  mi^ht  require.  Most, 
we  may  suppose,  would  be  inspected  and  rejected  at  sight; 
still  a  good  thing  worth  preservation  mi^ht  be  picked  out 
now  and  then  which  otherwise  the  piiblic  would  know 
nothing  about 

From  A.  P.  Stewart 

Cumberland  Universitt, 
Lebanon,  Tenn.,  Jarmary  9, 1849. 

I  am  requested  by  the  faculty  of  this  institution,  to  say, 
in  reply  to  your  communication  to  the  president  of  17  Nov. 
last,  that  the  Programme  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  a 
copy  of  which  was  enclosed  with  the  communication  re- 
ferred to,  is  highly  approved  by  them.  From  the  examina- 
tion they  have  been  able  to  give  to  the  subject,  they  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  plan  adopted,  is,  perhaps,  the  best  that 
could  have  been  devised  for  promoting  the  objects  of  the 
testator.  They  feel  CTcatly  interested  in  the  success  of  an 
Institution,  whose  objects  are  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men,  and  will  cordially  co-operate  in 
furthering  these  ends,  so  far  as  they  may  be  able  or  as  may 
be  required ;  but  are  not  aware  of  any  important  sugges- 
tion they  could  make,  that  has  not  already  occurred  to  the 
managers  of  the  enterprise,  in  whose  wisdom  and  ability 
they  have  full  confidence. 

From  C  W.  Parsons. 

Bhode  Island  Historical  Societt, 

Providence,  Janvuxry  17, 1849. 

The  donation  from  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution, with  the  accompanying  circular,  programme,  Ac, 
presented  to  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  were  duly 
received,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  with  instructions 
to  report  a  suitable  reply.  At  the  regular  meeting,  Janu- 
ary 16th,  this  committee  made  a  report,  through  its  chair- 
man, Prof.  Gammell  of  Brown  University.  The  following 
resolutions,  recommended  in  this  report,  were,  after  full  con- 
sideration and  discussion,  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Society. 


984.        urrm  tat  FKoaBAMXB  or  omaufiumoa. 

"  1.  Ma<doed,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Botnety  be  preseated 
to  the  Bleats  of  the  SmitbaooiaQ  Inatitation,  fiir  the  oc^ 
of  the  fint  Tolame  of  the  Smithsoaian  Cootribatioiu  t» 
Knowledge,  lately  received  from  them — a  woti:  which  «• 
deem  of  the  highest  valae  and  importance  in  the  depart- 
ment of  knowledge  to  which  it  relatee. 

"  2.  Reaolced.  That  in  the  opinion  of  thie  Society,  tiw 
programme  of  the  loBtitnUon  aabmitted  in  connection  with 
the  above-named  volume,  embraces  a  comprehennve  and 
impartial  survey  Of  the  entire  field  of  human  knowledge; 
that,  though  it  contajne  the  fullest  provision  for  promotiiig 
tbo  various  departments  of  natural  science,  yet  it  by  no 
means  neglects  the  cultivation  of  ^neral  literature,  art,  v 
history,  and  that  the  plan  which  it  unfolds  of  collecting  t 
library,  of  encouraging  investigation  and  research,  and  ml> 
lishing  their  resnlta,  is  in  the  good  jadgment  of  thia  Societf, 
worthy  of  the  approbation  of  the  pumic,  and  of  tjie  co-<»- 
eradon  of  literary  and  scientific  bodies  and  individosli 
throughoat  the  country,  and  is  in  all  respects  suited  to  fitr- 
/  iher  the  "  increase  and  ^fiusion  of  knowledge  among  men," 
the  high  ends  had  ia  view  by  the  mnmficent  founder  of  ue 
luBtitution. 

"8.  Seaolved,  Ttiatthis  society  respectfully  commends  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Begents,  as  worthy  of  a  prominent 
place  among  tbo  subjectB  of  their  countenance  and  patron- 
age, the  science,  statistics,  and  the  various  public  interests 
aud  results  connected  with  popular  education,  as  It  is  found 
ill  the  different  countries  of  the  civilized  world. 

"  4.  Jteaolced,  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  furnish 
the  information  concerning  the  collections  of  thia  society, 
which  is  asked  for  in  the  Circular  of  the  Kegents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  and  also  to  transmit  to  the  Secre- 
ts^ of  that  Institution  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions." 

The  circular  and  ijiquiriea  are  in  the  hands  of  the  appro- 
priate officers,  and  the  information  requested  will  be  early 
forwarded. 

JSVom  David  EUiotL 

'Westbbh  Thbolooioal  Sbudtart, 
AxLiQEENT  City,  PsNif.,  January  80, 1849. 
The  Programme  submitted  embraces  a  ran^  of  subject! 

of  great  utility,  and,  as  far  it  goes,  meets  my  approbation. 
The  discuasion  of  these  various  subjects,  by  competent  per- 
sons, and  the  diifueion  of  knowledge  respecting  them,  can- 
not fail  to  elevate  the  literary  character  of  the  country,  and 
add  to  its  general  iDteUiff< 
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As  you  have  invited  su^gestioDS,  I  would  respectfully 
submit  whether  natural  theology  and  the  evidences  of 
Christianity  might  not  be  included  in  the  second  class  of 
subjects  to  be  embraced  in  the  reports.  These  are  not  so 
strictly  professional  as  to  forbid  their  admission  to  a  share 
in  the  labors  of  an  Institution  established  "  for  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  Lord  Brougham, 
who  has  written  a  treatise  on  the  former,  has  definea  ^*  the 
place  and  the  claims  of  natural  theology  among  the  various 
branches  of  human  knowledge" — (Dedication  to  his  Dis- 
course on  Natural  Theology.)  And  Addison,  Boams, 
Jenyns,  and  Erskine,  without  any  professional  sympathies, 
have  considered  the  evidences  of  Christianity  a  legitimate 
subject  of  historical  and  philosophical  inquiry.  Might  not 
these  subjects,  then,  be  added  to  your  list  without  impinging 
upon  the  liberal  and  catholic  character  of  your  Institution? 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society. 

WoRCESTBB,  Mass.,  January  31, 1849. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society,  to  whom  was  referred  the  "  Programme  for  the 
Organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,"  beg  leave  to 
report  as  follows : 

The  joint  letter  of  the  Secretary  and  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Institution,  which  accompanied  the  copy  of  the  Pro- 
gramme forwarded  to  this  Society,  contains  the  following 
request : 

"Should  the  Programme  meet  with  your  approbation, 
we  beg  leave  to  request  that  you  will  favor  us  with  a  written 
expression  of  your  approval ;  that  you  will  furnish  us  with 
any  suggestions  relative  to  the  subject  which  may  be  deemed 
of  importance,  and  give  us  your  co-operation  in  cases  where 
it  may  be  required.'*^ 

Although  the  plan  o^  organization  proposed  for  consider- 
ation has  now  been  so  long  before  the  public,  sustained  and 
sanctioned  by  able  men  and  learned  associations  most  com- 
petent to  judge  of  its  merits,  as  to  render  further  testimony 
of  little  importance,  the  Antiquarian  Socisty  are  happy  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  express  their  interest 
in  tiie  purposes  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  their  confi- 
jtonce  m  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  management  of  its 
ooQcems  has  been  intrusted,  and  their  cordial  desire  to  co- 
operate in  whatsoever  manner  the  objects  of  their  own 
4ambUshment  may  render  practicable. 


The  ^fBbem  mftge9Aei\ij'^toSom^ 
ntt  18  00  ooDcmety  yet  deuijr  stated  1^  ^emaelvet,  tliit  il 
is  diffiralt  to  preeent  its  genend  priodt^kSt  mud  die  modn 
of  operation  which  it  oootemplstes,  in  an  alm^gsd  htm 
J£^  however,  the  leading^  prindfdes  are  jii8t»  it  may  be  isl^ . 
to  condode  that  a  jodidons  appHcalioD  oi  them  in  ptaelMt. 
will  result  from  the  present  wtsdOTO^  or  idtimate  ezpeiittio% 
of  those  who  are  charip:ed  with  fheir  administration. 

The  i>roposed  organisadon  is  dednoed  ihmi  eertaite  feasr 
ral  considerations  which  are  expressed  in  the  §ma  ef  as 
introduction  to  the  details  of  the  plan.  The  moat  prondaest 
of  these  are— *^  1st  That  the  property  is  bequeatoed  to  4» 
United  States,  to  fbnad  at  Washington,  under  tiie  name  sf 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  llie  ik^ 
erease  and  diflbdoo  of  knowledge  among  mem.  Sd.  Tb 
bequest  is  for  the  benefit  of  manhand ;  tlie  OoinminMntof 
the  United  States  being  merely  a  trustee  to  cany  out  Ik* 
design  of  the  testator.  8d.  The  Institution  is  not  a  natioail 
establishment,  as  is  frequentiy  supposed,  but  the  estabfiiih 
ment  ei  an  individual,  and  is  to  bear  and  perpetuate  Ui 
name.  4th.  The  objects  of  the  Institution  are— lat^  te  is> 
crease,  Sd,  to  difibse  knovrledge  amonff  men.  SIIl  1%e» 
two  objects  must  not  be  confounded  with  one  anotiier.  iOu 
The  will  makes  no  restriction  in  fitvor  of  any  particdir 
kind  of  knowledge ;  hence  all  branches  are  entitied  to  a 
share  of  attention/' 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing,  and  other  deductions 
from  the  will  of  Bmithson,  it  is  proposed  to  increase  knowl- 
edge in  two  ways,  viz.:  "  To  stimulate  men  of  talent  to 
make  original  researches  by  ofiering  suitable  rewards  for 
memoirs  containing  new  truths ;  and,  secondly,  to  appro- 
priate annually  a  portion  of  the  income  for  particular  re- 
searches, under  the  direction  of  suitable  persons,"  the 
results  of  these  researches  to  be  published  in  a  series  of 
volumes,  entitled  Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge. 
As  a  security  against  the  adoption  of  unverified  speculatioos 
or  imperfectly  conducted  researches,  it  is  suggested,  that 
every  memoir  should  be  submitted  for  examination  to  a 
commission  of  persons  of  reputation  for  learning  in  the 
branch  to  which  the  memoir  pertains,  and  to  be  accepted 
only  in  case  the  report  is  favorable.  Moreover,  a  positive 
addition  to  human  knowledge,  resting  on  original  research, 
is  to  be  demanded ;  and  the  appropriations  in  different 
years  are  to  be  to  different  subjects,  so  that  each  branch  of 
Knowledge  may  receive  a  share. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  in  this  division,  the  increase  and  the 
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diffusion  of  knowledge  are  both  combined,  as  of  necessity 
they  must  be.  But  for  the  simple  diffusion  of  knowledge 
already  in  existence,  another  arrangement  is  contemplated^ 
viz.:  1st.  "  The  publication  of  a  series  of  reports,  giving  an 
account  of  the  new  discoveries  in  science,  and  of  the  changea 
made  from  year  to  year  in  all  branches  of  knowledge  not 
strictly  professional."  2d.  "  The  publication  of  separate 
treatises  on  subjects  of  general  interest."  It  is  proposed 
that  the  reports  shall  embrace  not  only  physical,  but  moral 
and  political  subjects,  and  also  literature  and  the  fine  arts  ;, 
similar  precautions  with  those  before  stated  being  adopted 
to  insure  the  substantial  value  of  whatever  shall  be  published.. 

This  scheme  of  operation  it  is  supposed  may  be  carried 
into  execution,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  which 
requires  the  formation  of  a  library  and  museum,  by  divid- 
in^  the  income  into  two  equal  parts — one  part  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  increase  and  difiusion  of  knowledge,  by  meanfr 
of  publications  and  researches,  tts  already  stated ;  the  other 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  formation  of  a  library,  and  a  col- 
lection of  objects  of  nature  and  art. 

It  is  understood  that  the  interest  which  has  accumulated 
on  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Smithson,  since  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  our  Government,  furnishes  a  fund  sufficient 
for  the  erection  of  such  edifices  as  are  immediately  required  ; 
and  when  we  reflect  that  the  collections  of  the  Exploring 
Expedition,  those  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^ 
and  those  of  the  Patent  Office,  and  the  deposits  that  are 
constantly  flowing  into  the  Government  from  all  parts  of 
the  world,  through  the  agency  of  our  army  and  navy  officers^ 
and  consuls,  mav,  according  to  the  act  of  Congress,  estab- 
lishing the  Smithsonian  Institution,  be  entrusted  to  its  care^ 
it  will  be  perceived  that  little  outlay  need  be  devoted  to- 
the  museum  and  cabinet  beyond  the  expenses  of  arrange- 
ment and  supervision. 

For  the  foundation  of  a  library,  the  Programme  contem- 
plates, first,  a  collection  of  such  works  as  are  required  for 
conducting  its  active  operations,  viz.,  the  transactions  and 
proceedings  of  all  the  learned  societies  in  the.  world,  the- 
current  periodical  publications  necessary  in  preparing  peri- 
odical reports,  and  such  catalogues  of  books,  and  other 
materials,  as  will  render  the  Institution  a  centre  of  biblio- 
graphical knowledge,  whence  the  student  may  be  directed 
to  any  work  he  shall  require ;  and,  in  addition  to  these,  the 
valuable  books  first  purchased  to  be  such  as  are  not  now  to 
be  found  in  the  United  States. 

In  the  above  summary,  it  is  believed,  are  embraced  tha 


lending  and  controlling  principles  of  organization  and  op«. 
atton  embodied  in  the  Programme,  omitting  details  that 
simply  elueidate  tbeir  practical  execution. 

There  are,  however,  two  practical  saggeetiona  that  art  , 
■worthy  of  being  parti cu landed.  One  is,  that  the  Inatilo- 
tion  should  aim  to  produce  results  which  cannot  be  produced 
by  the  existing  institutioos  of  the  country.  The  other,  llist, 
as  in  proportion  to  the  wide  field  of  knowledge  to  be  culti- 
vated, the  funds  are  email,  economy  should  be  consulted  in 
the  construction  of  the  buildings ;  and  not  only  the  first  cost 
of  the  buildings  be  considered,  but  the  expense  of  keeping 
them  in  repair,  and  of  the  support  of  the  establishment 
necessarily  connected  with  them.  Moreover,  that  there 
should  be  but  few  individuals  supported  by  the  Institution. 

Two  officers  only  are  named  as  demanded  by  the  present 
wants  of  the  Institution.  The  Secretary,  who  la  general 
superintendent  of  the  literary  and  seientilic  operations,  and 
editor  of  its  publications,  and  the  Assistant  Secretary,  who 
ia  acting  librarian,  and  joint  editor  of  the  publications  of 
the  Institution.  These  officers  are  also  expected,  occasion- 
itlly,  to  illustrate  now  discoveries  in  science,  and  exhibit  ucw 
objects  of  art,  by  lectures  during  the  session  of  Congress. 

It  is  certainly  gratifying  to  feel  assured  that  the  splendid  j 
bequest  of  Smitbson  is  not  to  be  exhausted  in  costly  build-  ^ 
inga,  like  the  great  public  legacy  of  a  late  American  citizen. 
It  is  well,  also,  that  the  iruBt  ia  not  to  be  in  a  measure  per- 
verted to  local  purposes,  by  confining  its  resources  to  the 
establishment  of  a  national  library.  The  plan  of  readeriag 
it  the  seat  and  centre  of  vital  energy  and  activity  to  the 
science  and  literature  of  a  youthful  republic,  an  ever  pul> 
sating  heart,  distributing  life  and  strength  throughout  the 
body  politic  of  letters,  prompting,  sustaining,  and  guiding 
every  department  of  intellectual  exertion  fiere,  and  thus 
effecting  an  influeDce  upon  mankind  at  large,  is  not  only 
more  accordant  with  the  intentions  of  the  philanthropic 
testator,  but  is  in  itself  a  nobler  enterprise.  As  an  expo- 
nent of  universal  science  for  our  whole  country;  as  the 
headquarters  of  bibliographical  information  ;  and  as  a  reg- 
ister of  the  progress  ot  knowledge,  where  the  latest  achieve- 
ments of  the  human  mind  may  he  found — in  mercantile 
phrase — "  posted  up  "  for  convenient  reference,  and  the 
farthest  footsteps  of  the  lust  traveller  in  the  paths  of  learn- 
ing duly  noted  for  the  benefit  of  subsequent  adventurers, 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  may  equally  fulfill  the  design 
of  its  founder. 

It  is  true  that  its  operations  will  sometimes  be  carried iuto 
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fields  for  whose  culture  particular  institutions  have  been 
established;  yet  no  ungenerous  rivalry  need  spring  from 
this  cause.  Its  earliest  enterprise  happens  to  have  been 
upon  ground  first  occupied  by  our  own  association ;  and 
the  beautiful  manner  in  which  the  pioneer  labors  of  this 
society  have  been  illustrated,  verified,  and  extended,*  by  the 
elaborate  and  expensive  publication  of  recent  investigations, 
can  nowhere  anbrd  more  sincere  gratification.  But  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  is  destinea  to  occupy  a  position 
tliat  no  other  does  fill  or  can  fill ;  its  labors  are  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  our  country  and  mankind ;  and  institutions 
of  a  more  limited  character  should  (each  in  its  sphere)  be 
disposed  to  render  heartily  such  co-operation  as  is  appro- 
priate to  the  purposes  of  their  respective  foundations. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  committee : 

Sam'l  F.  IIaysn,  Chairman. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  council  of  the  American  Antiqua- 
rian Society,  January  31, 1849,  the  foregoing  report  having 
been  read  and  accpted,  it  was — 

Votedy  That  a  copy  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  ot 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Attest :  Sam'l  F.  Haven, 

Eecording  Secreta^i/  pro  takpare. 

JYcM  Senry  Smith* 

Marietta  College, 
Marietta,  Ohio;  February  1, 1849. 

Highly  approving  the  principles  and  plan  set  forth  in  the 
"  Programme  of  Organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion," it  will  give  both  myself  and  my  colleagues  •  great 
pleasure  to  co-operate  with  the  conductors  of  the  Institution 
in  any  way  in  our  power,  in  accomplishing  the  benevolent 
and  important  designs  which  it  has  in  view. 

From  B.  Mardy, 

University  op  Alabama, 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  February  6, 1849. 

The  Programme  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  we  have 
examined,  and  find  nothing  to  suggest,  save  this,  that  the 
longitude  of  places,  where  occultations  and  lunar  culmina- 
tions are  regularly  observed,  may  be  determined  independ- 
ently of  Bolar  and  lunar  tables,  it  is  desirable  that  these 
observations  be  statedly  published.     We  have  thought  that 


the  Smithsonian  Inetitutioii  might  undertako  to  do  this,  in 
a  monthly  or  quarterly  bulletin. 

We  will  cheerfully  co-operate  in  the  astronomical  depart- 
ment fnow  under  the  charge  of  Prof.  L.  C.  Garland)  bj 
observing  aa  many  occultations  aa  circumstances  permit. 

As  respects  a  meteorological  journal,  or  a  series  of  obacr- 
vationa  in  that  department,  our  officers  are  collcctinif  and 
repairing  the  few  imperfect  instrumenta  we  hare,  and  are 
willing  to  do  all  they  can.  But  tbey  apprehend  that,  with- 
out more  perfect  means  at  their  command,  they  will  not  be 
able  to  do  enough  to  serve  the  purposes  of  scientific  iodo^ 
tion. 

From  Joseph  Eslabrook. 

East  Tennessee  UsrVERsiTT, 
Knoxville,  Tknn.,  February  9,  1849. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Faculty  of  East  Tennessee 
University,  held  9th  February,  1849,  the  President  pre* 
sentcd  the  "  Programme  of  Organization  of  the  Smitbso* 
nian  institution,  accompanied  by  a  circular  of  the  Seerelaiy 
and  Assistant  Secretary,  asking  bia  views  in  relation  thereto, 
and  requesting  his  co-operation  in  cases  where  it  may  be 
required. 

The  President  expressed  his  desire  that  the  Faculty  would 
consider  this  part  of  the  circular  as  addressed  to  them  col- 
lectively, rather  than  to  himself  individually ;  whereupon  it 
was — 

Resolved,  That  the  Faculty  take  a  lively  interest  in  the 
operations  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  that  they  have 
carefully  examined  the  Programme  put  forth  by  the  Secre- 
tary, and,  in  general,  bigEly  approve  the  views  thereto 
contained,  and  that  they  will  cordially  co-operate  with  the 
officers  of  the  Institution  in  their  high  endeavors  "  for  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men." 

It  was  observed  by  the  professor  of  natural  sciences  that 
he  had  commenced  a  careful  aeries  of  meteorological  obser- 
vations expressly  for  the  Institution  ;  and  other  members  of 
the  Faculty  expressed  their  willingness  to  prepare  memoin 
on  subjects  connected  with  their  respective  pursuits. 

From  F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  Jr. 

Franklin  Colleos, 
Lascastbr,  Penn.,  February  10,  1849. 
Permit  me  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  interrogatory,  that  in 
general,  I  approve  of  the  plan  of  organization,  &c.,  aa  con- 
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tained  in  the  pamphlet  you  sent  me,  and  think  it  excellent 
and  judicious.  Of  course  diflference  of  mental  or  bodily 
constitution,  natural  or  acquired  preferences,  will  cause  men 
to  differ  as  to  the  minute  details  of  any  plan  prepared  by 
others,  and  perhaps  to  find  &ult  with,  as  they  think,  ide  too 

freat  prominence  given  to  particular  branches.  This  might 
e  the  case  with  myself,  but  I  do  not  regard  it  of  sufficient 
importance  to  communicate ;  for  if  such  be  the  fact,  it  will 
-correct  itself  in  time.  The  practical  working  of  the  Insti- 
tution will  show  better  than  all  theories  the  best  improve- 
ments of  the  plan  of  organization.  As  a  commencement, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  the  plan  is  a  very  excellent  one ;  and 
under  the  superintendence  of  ita  distinguished  and  able 
officers,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  very  successful  in  pro- 
moting the  noble  object  of  Smithson,  ''the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men.*'  Though,  however,  in 
the  language  of  Smithson,  ''the  man  of  science  has  no 
country,"  I  think  a  good  degree  of  preference  ought  to  be 
shown  to  American  and  English  authors. 

From  Horace  Webster. 

Free  Aoadbbit,  N.  T.,  February  17, 1849. 

The  Programme  accompanying  your  communication  was 
duly  received.  It  contains,  so  mr  as  I  am  able  to  Judge, 
all  that  is  essential  and  important  to  a  most  wise  ana  judi- 
cious organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

From  David  L.  Swain, 

Uniyebsitt  of  North  Carouha, 
Chapel  Hill,  February  17, 1849. 

I  have  examined  carefully  the  Programme  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  exceedingly 
comprehensive,  and,  in  general,  to  be  well  arranged.  Were . 
I  impressed  even  less  mvorably  with  the  leadinjg  features 
of  the  scheme,  I  should  hesitate  about  proposing  immediate 
alterations.  Time,  the  greatest,  though  most  gradual  of 
innovators,  may  disclose  defects  and  suggest  improvements, 
and  I  can  but  think  it  will  be  commendable  prudence  to 
permit  the  Institute  to  abide  this  test,  under  its  present 
or^^anization. 

it  will  afford  me  high  gratification  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  co-operate  in  any  measure  which  may  promise  in  any  de- 
gree a  fulfilment  of  the  great  design  of  the  founder. 


^om  Josiah  L.  Pkkard. 

Platteville  Academy, 
Platteville,  Wis.,  March  13,  1849. 
The  Programme,  contained  in  the  report,  raeete  oar 
hearty  approval ;  and  I  am  authorized  by  the  board  ol'  trus- 
tees of  this  iuBtitution,  by  a  resolution  paased  at  their  last 
meeting,  (a  copy  of  which  you  will  please  find  below,)  to 
assure  you  of  all  iissistancc  in  our  power  to  render,  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  noble  ol^ects  contemplated  by  the  Smitb- 
Bonian  IuBtitution. 

From  S.  A.  Branson. 

Kekton  College, 
Gambieb,  Odio,  March  15,  1849. 
With  your  Programme  I  am  highly  gratified,  and  shall 
be  happy  to  further  your  objects  in  any  way  that  I  am  able. 
In  pursuance  with  this,  I  would  now  suggest  the  proprieW, 
if  it  falls  in  with  your  plan,  and  you  are  prepared  to  ask  it, 
to  call  upon  n.  L.  Thrall,  M.  D.,  protesaor  of  chemistry  in 
this  institution,  to  furnish  a  report  upon  the  present  state  of 
the  knowledge  of  electricity,  and  its  relation  to  light,  heat, 

favitation,  ic.,  Ac;  in  short,  of  the  axial  forces  of  matter,     i 
think  he  would  make  a  report  that  would  not  only  tend    ^ 
to  dift'use  knowledge,  but  to  mcreaae  it  upon  this  interesting 
topio. 

JVom  JbAn  WUUams. 

Tbirut  Collbob, 
Habtfobd,  Conh.,  March  20, 1849. 
It  iQQBt  bo  qoite  superfluouB  for  me  to  even  express  ap- 
probation of  a  plan  so  wisely  matured  and  digeated  as  that 
contained  in  the  Programme ;  and  it  would  be  more  than 
BUperfluous  to  suggest  any  improvements.  If  I  might,  how- 
ever, venture  in  a  word,  I  would  express  the  hope  that  a 
good  deal  of  attention  will  be  devoted  to  the  publishing 
of  works  bearing  on  our  history.  There  are  many  bucK 
irorka  which  will  see  the  light  in  do  other  way. 

JVom  D.  N.  Sheldon. 

Watebvillb  Colleob, 
"Waterville,  Me.,  March  24,  1849. 
I  have  taken  aome  time  to  consider  the  subject,  and  now 
say  in   a  single  sentence,  and  in  a  general  way  only,  (fori 
there  ie  no  time  to  go  into  det^s,)  that  the  plan  of  orgaiu* 


,^ 


LETTERS  ON  PROGRAMME  OF  ORGANIZATION.      998 

zdtion  set  forth  in  the  Programme  appears  to  me  to  be  com- 
prehensive and  satisfactory. 


Frcm  B.  H.  Ragsdak. 

Jackson  College, 
Columbia,  Tenn.,  April  26, 1849. 

The  Programme  has  come  to  hand,  but  not  having  exam- 
ined it  thoroughly  we  can  express  no  decided  opionion  for 
or  against  it. 

Be  assured  that  we  will  gladly  co-operate  with  you  in  your 
enterprise,  so  far  as  we  can  under  the  circumstances. 

From  W.  F.  Hopkins. 

Masonic  University  op  Tennessee, 

Clarksvillb,  May  11, 1849. 

So  noble  a  beginning  speaks  highly  of  the  liberal  spirit 
in  which  the  objects  of  the  Institution  are  to  be  carried  out. 

Permit  me  to  express  my  unqualified  admiration  of  the 
plan  of  operation  developed  in  your  Programme.  It  seems 
to  me  to  combine,  most  wisely  and  happily,  the  utmost 
practicable  liberality,  with  the  most  faithful  regard  to  the 
expressed  will  of  the  founder.  I  need  not  say  that  if,  in 
my  limited  sphere,  I  can  contribute,  even  in  the  humblest 
degree,  to  the  grand  and  beneficent  objects  of  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution,  I  shall  feel  both  proud  and  happy  in  doing 
so. 

From  B.  P.  Johnson. 

State  Agricultural  Rooms, 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  May  14, 1849. 

I  am  highly  pleased  with  the  Programme  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  and  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to 
furnish  you,  on  the  part  of  our  Society,  every  co-operation 
in  our  power,  to  enable  you  successfully  to  carry  out  the 
very  laudable  objects  of  the  Institution. 

From  J.  8.  Bacon. 

Columbian  College, 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  28, 1849. 

I  will  only  Bay,  in  general  terms,  that  I  like  the  "  Plan  *' 
presented — in  most  respects,  much.  It  covers  a  very  wide 
field,  and  is  well  calculated  to  direct  the  attention  of  intelli- 
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gent  meu  to  a  vast  number  of  interesting  and  important 
objects  to  which  their  researches  and  observations  ought  to 
be  extended.  It  exhibits  too,  in  a  very  striking  light,  the 
great  deficiency  which  exists  among  us  in  the  means  and 
resources  for  conducting  extensive  inquiries,  or  for  pursuing 
thorough  investigations  upon  many — nay,  indeed,  upon 
almost  any  important  subject  With  this  view,  my  own 
feelings  would  have  led  me — and  I  dare  say  I  am  not  alone 
in  this — to  desire  that  a  greater  share  of  the  appropriation 
should  have  been  made — at  first — ^for  the  purchase  of  boob 
and  for  the  more  rapid  accumulation  of  such  a  library  as  k 
ultimately  contemplated,  and  a  greater  share  also  to  provid- 
ing apparatus  and  instruments — all  the  means  and  facilities 
requisite  for  pursuing  original  scientific  investigations  on  ft 
more  extended  scale  here,  in  Washington.  L  should  prob- 
ably have  ^iven  to  the  will  of  the  donor  a  somewhat  stronger 
interpretation  in  that  direction,  especially  as  he  chose  to 

five  to  his  Institution  '^  a  local  habitation  and  a  name," 
ere,  in  the  metropolis  of  the  nation.  Still,  this  might 
have  been  deemed  less  liberal  and  less  catholic  in  spirit,  and 
it  is,  perhaps,  better  as  it  is.  I  certainly  have  the  neatest 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  discretion  of  the  able  and 
judicious  men  who  have  adopted  the  present  arrangement, 
and  should  not  for  a  moment  think  of  placing  my  own 
judgment  in  competition  with  theirs. 

The  objects  embraced  in  the  present  plan  are  all  of  them 
important,  all  valuable,  and  I  should  feel  the  greatest  pleas- 
ure in  being  able  to  contribute,  in  the  smallest  degree,  to 
the  attainment  of  any  of  them.  Great  credit  is  certainly 
due  to  those  who  have  conceived,  and  thus  far  matured 
the  plan  for  the  liberality  and  comprehensiveness  of  their 
views.  And  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  all  the  true  friends  of 
learning — all  who  can  appreciate  the  value  of  real  knowl- 
edge and  the  importance  of  its  "  difiusion  among  men  " — 
will  hail  with  pleasure  the  adoption  of  such  a  plan,  with 
such  means  for  carrying  it  into  execution,  and  will  be  ready, 
by  their  countenance  and  co-operation,  to  aid  in  carrying 
out  its  noble  objects  to  their  fullest  and  happiest  results. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  very 
favorable  auspices  under  which  your  labors  have  been  com- 
menced, in  connection  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
and  to  express  the  hope  that,  in  your  future  efforts,  with 
the  ample  means  placed  within  your  reach, "  for  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  you  may  not  only 
be  cheered  by  abundant  evidences  of  success,  but  by  the 
approbatT        "     ^«Keral  and  enlightened  public. 
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Arlof  war,  Waylftnd.840. 
Arts  of  life,  BpcclnJ  reference  to.  Tspp«n,  SOS. 

Asper,  Joel  F.,  rseolunon  by.  Vii 

Abpiawoll,  Thos.,  account  of,  for  shipmeat  of 

aia   rendered  by,  to  Ur.  Bush    Id   soiling 


W.  B.,  proponed  as  Beffont,  Wt;  election 


W.  B.,  propo 


atronomlcal  inatruments,  co^t  of,  23A. 
Htronomical  obserralor;,  Adanis,  1»»,  Hi,  2U, 
»3,29S,4I3,B49,8M;  Chapla,8£fl. 


_. n  otbr  a.  I_i 

EeDrT,M6:  HabbelLasS;  T^ 
Warltad-StO. 

Atohlson,  D.  B-  BagenU  ■— ilwlail 

■"-— 'm  plait  of  •^■uu^ 


«r- 


Attornen'  bill  of  coats  In8(iiittt«>a(>H,K 

Auboln,  Ur.,  2. 

Aodlliir's  acconot  of  timithann  Imd  nmmL 

6L 
Antbots,  kdrantana   to,   (fFbrded  by  Mk- 

■oDlao  Iiutitutlon,  BeDrjr,  HL 
•iparlanos  oi;  In  publiabing  worki,  Bwr, 


-„ L3M,StL. 

propoeed  u  RegeDt  In  Owao'i  tdlL  MO. 
elected  Renpt,  623, «!,  SO. 
i«d  by  R«guila  on 


plAQ  of  daaace  by,  Henry, 
suggestion  as  to  library.  Ji 

Bacoa,  J.3.,on  programme  of  or 
Badger.  O.  E,  remarks  by,  6M,  b 


prop»ed  oxpulsioD  of,  {rom  Regesl^lI^tK 
B»iliy,  Francis,  on  longitude,  MS. 
Balrd,  PrDf^eatia>ale97arcoflectiou,TII,m 

iJaacroll,  Geo^  of  Mass.,  proposed  ii  DWf> 
of  3.  I.,  M?.  3*9. 
elected  litpent,  733.  747. 
consulted  by  J.  q.  Ad«TOS,»M. 

Baogor  Theologlcol  Seminiuy  on  'iK«pwM 

of  oreoDlEauon,  DT^ 
BuqU  of  Anierlua.  N.  V,  gald  deposited  hUL 
Bank  of  England,  fiindB  tmufBrred  M  k 

Bush  in,  &. 
Bank  of  the  Stale  of  Arkansas,  2S5. 
Bankers  of  SmJlhflon.  MossrsTbruniniwta!. 
Hanks,  N.  P.,  Speaker,  appoinu  BegeDll,W. 

Barlow'  Rot.  V!m.,  on  public  instraclJDii  td 
Smlthaoo  bequest,  910. 

address  on  the  duties  of  GoromnieBl.  9ia 
Barnard,  Henry,  proposed  as  Rrgeai,(73. 

letter  froin,  withdrawing  name  *)  Bet™'- 

Bales,  Isaac  C^  romnrka  by,  33a 

Bayard,  Ja.1.  A.,  report  of  tommitteemJnr!!* 


Bell,  John,  remarks  by,  tse. 
BellBS-lettreB  objected  to,  T.  Cooper,  8K 
Bequest,  proposed  applicationaot  SIT. 
better  Uirown  into  Potomac  than  appU^" 


elected  as  Regent,  A'J3. 


GUai,*at. 
Blodcet,  Lorin,  ctoim  at,  seo,  SOT. 
Bou-a  of  (iaitora,  Rosli,  862. 


lA^Dpliuan  of,  Chuie,  3L 


Owsi),  AGS;  Palnaett,  eal,  Ki^.SW. 
SoluiT,  OoDper.BSIIi  Btuiy.atti;  Habbell.gM; 

Bowdiuh'i  aomtneutai?  on  Lii  Plaoe,  neary, 


i 


BowdolD  College  on  progniDma  of  ornniu- 

lloa,  org,  BHO. 
Bowoe,  &  G^  or  N.  Y.,  commltlaa  of  House,  317. 
Bwd,  Liaa.  rengluMou  by,  4la 
Bp«lEer,    *,ppoii]tB    Regcnta,   623^  bi'i;    ap- 

polmed  commitlee,  6T3. 
Bnn,  Thos..  600. 
BrealtiD ridge,  Jno.  C,  RegeuU  appoinied  b;, 

}j,  remarka  by,  17*.  4n,  «a. 


oiue  of  Bepreeetitulves,  2m. 
i—q  Daniel,  ocoannE  prDseatod  (o 
na;  of  De  Ib  Btlut,  13,  IT. 

bill  to  bepaijl^dlraowa  by  ^sld 
Uoilsd  Suteti.  a.  K. 
BrtvcnoD,  Henry,  on  programme  o 


rTreatlBea,  Bartow 

Segenu  nppi 
mpart«»  B 


BriUah  InrtltaUDiis  aaroljed  with  SmlthianlBn 

pablicaUona,  IK. 
Bif&h  mlnlaMr,  relMln  toSmilbBOD's  roaldu- 

try  legacy,  ue. 
Blitisb  Muieuin,  lucount  of  orgasiiatioD  of, 

Vphtm-vai. 
oompared  with  B.  [.,  ITpham,  HQ ;  Uoncham, 

Broodbead,  Rlchaid,  rwolatlan  by,  iei,  Ben. 
BronaoD,  E^  A-  oa  brognunme  of  orgaaiiaZioD, 

Broagham,  Loid,  on  Dutoial  theology,  ElUoll, 

BrowD  Unlvenity,  beat  bibliographical  coltnc- 

on  praKmmnie  of  organization,  9n. 
Bro^n^  Wm,  bill  of,  to,  R.  ROBh,  1M. 


If' Bom 


ylcM 


■ripMi  Antiqnariii 

"I)isli£*«aS;fewli^l!j6;Gray,»l)S;llenr 
H4,(IU;  Hilliard,  4S3;  New  Jerwy  Uiato 
icJ  Society,  S71;  Owen,  3S«i  Poaroe,  fil 
Biuh,  SJI;  SiIlimaD,  362;  Tuppan.  2e 
WayLuid.UL 

digest  of  act  relatiia  to,  Jtll. 

report  of  oiraniiatlon  commltlee,  S31- 

plan  adopted  by  Rfgcn[9,-J3:. 


proposed  by  A, 

iiBBtigatlOD  relaliie  (o  tiecesntry,  A.  John- 

mporl  of  origin  of  fire  sod  loesefc  680. 
■UEEestloDS  for  Improvomonl  of,  affair  the 
fire.Oga. 
BoildlDgs,  coatly,  the  bane  of  literal?  Instlni- 

in,  Hubbfll  801. 

inBtrurtions  in  construction  a^  Tappas,  SOIL 
Bureau  dea  LoagltadeB,  France,  Aduna,  UG. 
Burke.  EdmunC  resolution  by,  »61, 


By.lawB  should  b< 


Calhoun,  Jno.  C,  reroarka  by,  113,  sti,  -in. 


Caiiipb<>lf,  John,' appointed  on  Uouee  conuniu 

Campbell,  W.  W.,  raaolutiona  by,  473. 
Canal  in  Waabinictoa.  report  on,  710. 
Canterbuiy,  oourt  of,  SnUthBon'a  wi J  prered  In, 

Carpenter,  U.  H.,  Rennla  appointed  by,  Ttt, 
Caae  alaled  by  Mr.  Ruah,  ID. 
Caas,  Lewii,  appointed  Regent,  47S. 

resignation  of,  as  RagenI,  in. 
CtstslEneU  M.,  elaim  for  setTlcae  ■■  atlomeT  of 
Do  la  Batut,  IS. 

fees  charged  by,  aa  ODimael  for  Pa  I*  Batut, 

claim  of,  allowed  by  President  of  the  Onlted 

Cwtfi  of  calabrated  articles  of  sculpture,  Henry, 

•,W7i  jBwett,»(l, 

aaked  Ibr, 

States,  M!.' 


C^tlln,  Geo.,  r 

lectlons.4ij,iii. 

illecUaDa,nt 

Cen'tfliiiieeor  indebtedaew 


T«,  TH,  TO 

illHeatlon    to    slndeata    ■* 
teachers  and  pr 
Chamberlain,  John, 

tAamplIn,  C^pt.,  of  "Uedlator,"  li«. 
Chancellor,  digest  of  act  ralatiie  to,  7a 
duty  of,  Henry.  »4T. 

ObaDcery  couit,  referred  csaa  nt  rreaiden 

Drumroond  to  master  in  channTy,  ai. 

decree  by,  in  favor  of  t'nlted  Hiales,  A3, 63. 

in  boalaeaa,  31). 
Chancery  court  suit,  by  Drummond,  in  faTor  at 
Hungarford,  0,  lo. 
Bist  hearing,  Febroary  1, 1«77, 19. 
Chancery  suit  "may  begin  with  a  man»  lite 

and  lie  lerminauon  be  hi»  epitaph,"  00. 
Chancery  aaita,  calcnlatioD  an  la  duration,  *». 
Chandler,  Jos.  It.,  remarks  by,  026,  STO,  037. 

naoluliona  by,  626.  Kffl,  M7,  esi,  MT. 
Changes  made  bom  year  to  year  ia  knowledgak 

^Dry,aM. 
QiaplD,  Otsham  H.,  committee  of  Hoow,  lit. 
resolution  by,  IH. 


Cliijihi,  Sttphin,  propnued  tppliMHon  of  \it- 

Qup^l,  Abfl.  Ha  commlttM  of  UoUBe,  »<l. 
Charges  neBiusI  a  I.  by  R.  Chiitta,  S3fl. 
Ciiarres  [he  Pmud,  I. 
CliirlmleD,  College  of,  on  programme  of  organ- 

OiirltoD,  Anbe'rt  M.,  appointed  Regent.  6£2. 


CiiamMry,IIeDiT,»J<i;  HiJblwU,M3,  Wayland, 

applied  to  agrlenlnire,  aetioo  of  Houw  on, 
_    *ia 

Chllds,  Timothy,  reeolution  by,  ITD. 
Oiipman,  Jno,  rem»rlta  by,  431 
Cboato,  riufiu,  SeDBto  committee,  MT,  XO^aoS. 

remarks  by,  32T,  331,  STf ,  :MB. 

TaMlutlons  W. »»,  8H,  aae,  sm. 

plan  or,  dlseiiBMd,  Barlow,  V\i. 

upotniwl  by  Begenta  on  orEanltatJon,  930. 

deeUon  H  BegeuL  tto,  533,  MM. 

TWlgnation  bCm  Begent,  S35,  cm. 

nport  of  conmiittM  on  nMigDatloa,  BoiiM 
of  HaprttwDtaUrea,  Mft. 
Otir  Hall  b  WnhiDglOD,  bill  to  aathDrita  poi^ 

ohusoCtTO. 
ram  aa^eering,  Chapin,  858. 
Qalmasta  to  SmfUuon'a  eolale  appe 
Qark,  AmbroH  W..  reaolutions  by, '. . 
Clarke,  F^more  A  F1idgal«,  letters, . 


appeared,  T' 


Ullal 


lo  bill  of  cc 


Clnwicti,'  cfiapin,  l^-IL 
Oay,  Henry,  reiDu-k. 
Clayion,Jaa.M.,r«m 
tMOlatlons  by,  in, 
Qimatc,  ntudv  r'  '"' 
CUngman,  T.'L. 
Clinton,  r— ■"-- 


H4. 

by,M3,*T 


Sillimt 


n,  DeWi 

ife" 


of  »c 


Cobb,  Howfll,  rsMution)iy,«5,43IJ. 
Co&^^j-niciit of  9. 1,  Interosl  In,' debated, tm. 


Cotnoek,  W.  P.,  appointed  ReRent,  6Ii, 

C^lfki,  Scliiiyli-r,  appointed  Kogent.  fiV 

opnkcr,  appoln'ted  Itcgents,  CM,  TIU, 

CollaboiBtor*  to  prepare   reports   on 

CollabonilorB  to  be  fumtahod  with  la 
be  paid,  and  oames  to  be  on  tlU 

Or>llSSr'^fteob17f  ^k8  by,  876,  SM,  0 

Til,  rn. 

^■ienee, 

rtmKto 
page  of 

Colle™!±''or  "' 

»ti*o  to,  70 

action  of  llo 

not  to  be  an 

natural  histon-,  digest  o 
i  Honiy,  Ml.- 

J.DaTia, 

not  to  be  rapported  from  @mlth«oDlna  be- 

queet.  Heniy,  SM. 
Dot  to  he  a  burden  on  Smlthsanion  IViiid, 

mrmDrial  for  bnildiiiEfOr,  TU.  TM,n&. 
transferred  [ram  Isai  Omoe,  "*' 
necessity  of  if — — — •  — —■ 
reaolQCion  of 


-  .,  - ».  si^  eia,  &35,  s!4,  CTT,  ]{ti,;ii.nc. 

7IM,76*. 
See  KxplnrlBK  Expedition. 
See  Interior,  Seeretuy. 


a  of  traiisiictianB 


irow^iD^if 


all   the    learned    aocietiea   Ib  Uw  * 

College,  HppUcatioD  of  Ibud   for,  Adam,  Ht; 

Amerioaa     Aeademy,    Mi;    Barlo*.  lUi 

Cbeate, 308 ;  Rustx^MS. 
Oolleglsle  education,  WayiandL  tSt- 
Columbia  College,  N,  V.  oa  pnKrKmiia  of  «■ 

ganliatlon,  m. 
Celumblaa  College.  WaBhiagton,  D.C,iBp» 


r  Colnmbla,  ess,  Tio. 
c^iuciatmii  and  Labor,  TM. 
Finance.  Beoate,  M3^  aoe,  sai,  MS.  HS. 
iDiesTlgBtlon  of  luatltauoa  proposed,  Moik- 

Bppofntad  by  House  of  Repr«entaltni,ra 
Roporla  of,  MD.  BM. 
Judiciarjjtfenal«jJ35,  'i«3-__ 

Iiibraryl  Houj 

(iI*,lisl,cal,7M,T« 
Poat  Ofllee,  6/r. 
Public  Buildings.  esS,  7*8,  T51, 7S£,ns. 
Printing  Report  cf  the  &   U  e^  aa  01, 

em,  8S5.  )iH^  TOO,  TOT,  Toa,  TO*,  ltd,  HI,  ai 

747"  t'S'v^B?"  '*•■  ■'^  '*^  ""■  I»  * 
SeleA,  Senate,  IW,  186, 3S3. 

Select,  UouBO  of  ltepnj8entiiHTee,H»,in.* 
109,  2(111,  20i,  i47.  iMO,  sea,  SM,  3J1,  Sl\  * 

Commltteea  on  Smillison  beijuesl.  Siel>\v!'il 
Committee  of  Kegenla  of  S.  I,  r.'pgn  of;  dd  » 
Dommlttce.alaDding.onS.  I.,propoMd.  A-Jobit 

Committee  on  the  InallCutioD  pn>pa!«I  bj  M." 

argnraent  against,  HUllard,  4S. 
[Jiinrmtlc.'  i>f  OLmgreM  would  attach  iDstttntiM 


^  adrocBIed,  Morse, . 


s.  Henry,  MiJT. 
I  oa  aeiaatihe  pvm 


Compromise.  aoooDDl  of,  Ville,  in«i«ll 
propoaillon    to    annul,    (wtsed   djAaoHli 

bill  necesHuy,  Oveo.  431. 

rpMlulloni  adopted  by  RegenCa,  MI,  Ml 

Compronuso  neoeseuy  ta  harnionlaa  tit*  ■ 

loaL,*U. 
CompromlM  reaolnlka*  ilirtnnrrf.  im 
OmgreaoianaJ  pnw— iHtmis  l»,  ^ 

Oangran,  action  oi;  on  amjUuMB  btqoM.  * 

act  ol  reiaiif*  u>  lii'snaM  of  inist  tiad.  ni 
tpajUl  «<a<itiiiaej|Oafy  la  oooimJ  Wiiii'i"  ■ 


<ongreM—  OmtlmutL 

mainorU  to.  rnl^ra  torestduurlflgacrtlSl. 
DO  power  lo  ImpoM  miueom  on  Sl  L,  J.  mtLi, 

during  aanion  of,  lectum  to  ba  giicn,  Henry, 

-ConkliDR,  R..  remarkB  by.  748. 

<l»natiluiion»l  objeclions  (o  rocelTini  baqoMt, 

WiUfi,eoa. 
br  Sanata  Jadb>iuT  Commtttea,  sea. 
43vntn»Bnt,  hirtorr  o^  reppaotlnE  prowr  Die 

of  the  rood.  Mason,  H8. 
DMipenUMi  or  foreign  minlitera,  oouetils,  and 

«ganl^Itndi,8Kir 
-Oiimr,  Dr.  Tbiw,  otiiiBt  of  S.  L,  3T0,  SW,  83S. 

plan  diacnuBad,  BaHo*,  Sla. 
4VPa<k  Hrarr,  Propoaed  aa  Rennt.  T3A. 
■oeonnt  of  oharaewr  aiidwrTioeB,  Btorm.  7«3. 
wltlxmt  a  aaperior  In  Klence  or  lllaraluia 
to  Ihe  United  Statea,  BandalL  ;«. 
'Oapnl>fal%  aotkn  of  H6Da*on,4ea. 

SlBBBt  ^aet  relalite  ta,n2i  Jewstt,B5S. 
Oonotui  *  B^MKyOlkm  at  SUM  atacks  ao- 

o«Md  bj  Bemalanof  Trsaanrr,  2SC^  W3. 
Onric  nodal*  of  aaUqnltka,  Jsntt,  »fiO. 
Oonjorallon,  InatUnttoo  nota,  WlHe,  S22. 
■Ooirtwpondeaca   rolattTS   to   the    bequest    of 
Smittuon,}-,  EnBliah,  MG;  leaBh,«&I.    £m 


«■'" 


I  on  pro| 


[   Oorain,  Thos^  Hdom  oommlHee,  WO;  Sooate 
commlLtoe,  3d2. 

Council  of  acienoe.  Rush,  831 . 
Oounsel,  selection  ot  Rush,  8, 11. 
,      oonuaendation  of,  RuhIi,  T5, 
■Conrtof  Cli»noery,«uitneoB»Bary^;  aee  Clum- 

■Gox,  B^k,  ainolntsd  Ragent,  GTT,  08S,  T21, 733. 
rBmiAilff.|m^  tSD,  Ml,  88^  0S6, 7tB,7ii. 

CHtidaBL  Hnl^U,  HI4. 
Ortttaadsn,  J.  J.,  runarks  by,  32S,  371, 474,  Sss. 
Teaolntlona  tnr,  SK,  3zr. 

11.  oppoaitlon  abandoned  on   part   ot.  In 
ibaocenr,  W. 

berland    UnlTsrsity,   Lebanon,  Tenn.,  OD 
I  pTosnunme  ot  organiutloa,  ess. 

Oaiiay,  JamsB,  ou  programme  of  organliadoD, 

JD. 

Dallas,  Geo.  U^  ippolDla  Begenta,  4T6,  477,  478. 

propoaad  as  Regent,  OM. 
Dana,  J.  I>,  propoaed  as  Regent,  Tn,  733,734,735, 

BeotogicBlaerriceE  ol^  Hoar,73r 


ttallBKton,  Wed,  uplfe 
ptea  nn  a  KatlanarMn 


I  MB-iao. 

Sarla,  Jatferson,  appplutad  Regent,  418, 
reaignalion  of,  as  Begent,  a2£ 
Dommlttee  of  House  of  llepreeealalii 


ipreeealaliTes,  3M. 
r,  WD,  US.  ouj,  ode,  60S,  Bl.'  "'  """ 
by,  4IM,  406, 478, 400,  MS, . 

£iatla,JahnW.,SpeiikBr,'appD!ntedoonuaitteea, 


ramarks  by^iKH, 4U.  G05. GOO, GOS, GI6, . 
Darla,  Jotiu, 


ill  by,  723. 

--,      jnas  Ra(f__,  .._ 

■frry,  Eilm^report  from  Committee  on  Agrl- 

,    Be&!nat,«lm.,iaaeby6realluatiRitlan,tl,300, 

M  In  Court  of  Chanpoty,  President  of  the 


ilhson,  M. 

Degree*,  Wayland,  ML 

Ds  la  BaCut.  Baron  Eunloe,  IB,  63. 

Do  la  Batut,  Uonri.  Ideallosl  with  Henry  Jama* 

deathotiQlKlS,41.G7. 
De  U  Baiut,  yliry  Ana.  mother  of  nanbe*  of 
Smith  WD,  10. 
not  marrleil  to  Col.  Dtcktnaon,  10. 
was  Mm.  Coaler  1«. 
reetdeii  in  Port  Louis,  Franoa,  >L 
about  CO  yean  old  Id  lass,  A^ 
cUlmunder  wUlof  CoLDlokJnBan,3t. 
decree  of  oonit  in  tkmr  of  clailD,^ 
claim  on  estate  of  SmlltiHia,  18,  ID,  aX 
claim  referred  lo  master  in  chanoery,  30. 
notiSed  by  adreriisemsnt  w  make  out  olal% 

claim  leoommended  tor  wniideraUon  by  Hi; 

Dromnond,  the  executor  of  6CDltbson,31. 
Ihreala  to  flle  a  bill  againBt  Drummond  fOr 

an  account  as  eiecutor  of  SmilhiJon,a«. 

claim  would  ba  £240  a  year  during  life,  33. 

moral  claim  to  Incoms  of  fund  aloce  Smith- 
son's  death,  33. 

AiForsble  report  on  claim  from    master  1b 
chjincery,  fO. 

i  £190  M.aDnaiIly  daring  bi 


a  from  SepiemI 


T  £2, 1834,  lo  Uainh 

22.  18M,  »&,  6a,  fi7. 
coutipel  of,  acquieaced  In  setttemeat,  ST. 
trail  fund  ordered  by  conrt,fis. 
sMlemeat  of  truat  fund,  80, 
di^stli  of,  Septomher  lU,  1838. 123. 
Do  la  Itatut,  Theodore,  appeued  In  anawar  Id 

slTDubleaomopenon,  with  unrsaaonabls  •>- 
paolotions,  30. 

account  of  luleniawi  with.  30. 

moral  claims  on  Unlled  Stales  for  edocaUoB 
of  his  children,  30. 

decree  of  court  in  faror  of  claim  of,  84. 

would  not  mate  depositions  dpiiiroil,  31. 

propose*  to  send  memorial  loPreaidenEoftlM 
Dniled  State*,  31 

style  of  oonduct  not  in  his  IJiTor,  33. 

attempts  at  ooercion  by  wlibholding  art- 
dance,  33. 

claims  discountenanced  by  Mr.  Bush,  34. 

unrcaHOnahle,  exactlug,  and  bent  upon 
thnrting  tiie  righta  of  the  United  SlM^ 

petition  to  Preeldeut  of  the  United  Stata^  ST. 
petition  returned  to  him  by  Mr.  Rush,  37. 
assured  that  if  he  aided  the  GaremmeDt  ha 

wonid  haie  tsTor  38. 
refused  to  giie  evidence  nnleas  pledge  waa 

no  objections  Vy  Ur.  Rush  to  olalm  ondar 
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notice  of  Smithson  Tennant^  8SI. 
opinions  o^  438, 682,  869. 896, 949. 
publication  of  papers  o^  reraaed  by  B071I  S»> 

ciety,  687, 620. 
personal  property  of;  74»  78.101, 106,  U7,  111, 

122,a64,7«L 
researches  of,  869, 394. 866, 867,  881. 
sentiments  expressed  by,  eu,  910l  949. 
will  of;  9, 10, 687, 944. 
writings  of;  682, 866, 868. 
Smithsonian    GontribatloiLS     to    EnovMii, 
Henry,  946;    Afartin.   979;    Packard,  ll^ 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  ttft;  rm- 
luUon  of  Begents,  941, 942. 
Smithsonian   Institution   should    be   befoai 

reach  of  Government,  Barlow,  927. 
Snell,  Profl  E.  S.,  proposed  as  Bei^t,TSl 
Societies,  transactions  of,  Henry,  947. 
Society  for  the  difiTtision  of  reugioos  kaoffl- 

edge,  Henry,  950. 
Society  for  diflUsion  of  useful  know1ed|5e,l»; 

Henrv,  950. 
Solar  tables,  Manlv.  989. 
Solicitors  engaged  by  Mr.  Rash,  8. 
Solution  of  experimental  problems,  Heai7,M& 
Southard,  S.  L.,  remarks  by,  144. 
Southern  Literary  Messenger,  proposed  nsU- 

cation  of  bequest,  864, 890. 
Sparks,  Jared,  on  programme  of  orgaaiatiBS, 

Sparrow,  Wm.,  on  prograoime  of  (ffganiatiflB, 

Spauldlng,  E.  G.,  remarks  by,  703. 

Speaker  of  the    House.     See   Polk,  Hoota, 

White,  Jones,  Davis,  Winthron,  Cobb,  Bcnri 

Banks,    Orr,    Pennington,    Grow,  Cc^ax. 

Blaine,  Kerr. 
Specimens,  distribution   of  seeds,  pUmts,  *c, 

Tappan,  2»)2,3a'i.  -»  »-      -^ 

to  be  classed  and  arrans^d,  Owen,  35S. 
Speculations,  how  to  bo  treated,  Amer,  Acsd- 

emy,  907. 
Speculations  to  be  rejected,  Henry,  94%  932. 
Speight,  Jesse,  special  coramittee  of  House,  14i 
Spencer,  John  C,  report  of  Secretary  Trwaory, 

Spinner,  Hon.  F.  E.,  deposit  with,  128. 
Squier  A  Ehivis  on  monuments  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley,  96C;    Moore,  971;   Wayland, 
978. 
St,  John's  College,    Annapwlis,    Md.,  on  im>- 

graramc  of  organization,  976. 
Stanley,  J.  M.,  loss  of  pictures  ofl  bv  fire,  $30,000. 

687,688.  • 

Stanton,  Benjamin,  appointed  Regent,  650, 6Ti 

resolution  by,  672. 
Stanton,  F.  P.,  remarks  by,  389. 
Stanton,  Richard  If.,  resolution  bv,  534. 
Statement  of  Smithson  fund,  639.* 
Statement  of  stocks  of  Smithson  fund,  639. 
State,  Secretary  of,  letters,  5,  837. 
to  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  157. 
to  Committee  on  Finance,  157, 158. 
co-oi)eration  asked  by  Institution,  943. 
States  in  default  for  interest  not  to  hare  pro* 

ceeda  of  sales  of  lands,  361. 
Statistics,  Hennr,  946,  947 ;  Barlow,  921. 
State  stocks,  acts  for  investment  in,  158. 
act  to  prohibit  investment  in,  245, 216, 
•iwymnt  ot,  Adama.  260. 

—  '«f,  requested  by  Secretary  of  Tressnry 

Mmd%858. 

fc  ftolTm,  237,  366,637,  639. 
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8tete  stocks  otf&nd  for  Smithson  fuid~ 

Arkansas,  285, 287,  288, 289. 

Delaware,  288. 

niinois,  284, 287, 288,  290. 

Indiana.  2n.  278, 281, 283, 285, 286, 287. 

Kentacky,  283, 288, 289,  290. 

Loaisiana,  280. 

Maine,  282, 284. 

Maasachosetts,  283, 290, 291. 

Michigan,  279, 287,  290. 

Mississippi,  277,  278, 282, 28S. 

Missouri.  285,  286. 

New  York,  281,  290, 291, 292. 

Ohio,  287,  289,  291,  292. 

Pennsylvania,  289. 

Tennessee,  278. 

Virginia,  279, 280, 284, 285. 
Steam,  Atlantic  crossed  by,  in  1838,  Rnsh,  854. 
Steam    boilers,  explosion    of;    investigation, 

Henry,  955. 
Steam  navy.  Hubbell,  86a 
Stephens,  Alex.  H.,  resolution  by,  649. 
Stereotype  plates  of  reports  to  be  reprinted.  722. 
724,726.  ^ 

Stevens,  Tiiaddeus,  remarks  by,  620, 680, 703. 
Stevenson,  Mr.,  United  States  niinister  to  'Earn- 
land,  10. 14, 58. 

petition  from  Mr.  De  la  Batat  sent  through, 
37. 
Stevenson,  J.  W.,  memorial  relative  to  Centen- 
nial, 751. 

resolutions  by,  724, 727, 728, 748. 

remarks  by.  7^4, 748, 752. 

appointed  Regent,  724. 
Stewart,  A.  P.,  on  programme  of  organization, 
983. 


invested, 
252,267. 
Stocks.    See  State  stocks. 
Stocks  of  United  States  held  in  trust  for  Smith- 
son  ftmd,  824. 
Storm,  John  B.,  remarks  by,  743. 
Storm  King,  appropriations  for  Prot  Espy,  the 

so-called,  630. 
Storms,  law  of,  Silliman,  963. 
Storms  to  be  investigated.  Henry,  945. 
Stuart,  D.,  remarks  by,  6;^ 

appointed  Regent,  526. 
Stodents,  two  fh>m  each  State  to  attend  lectures, 
have  expenses  paid,  Ac,  Rutth,  855. 
to  be  selected  from  States,  Sawyer,  406. 
to  be  admitted  free,  Tappan,  262, 263, 302, 303 : 

Owen,  359. 
admission  of,  action  of  House  on,  463. 
to  pay  board  by  labor  on  farm  of  S.  I.,  King. 
406.408. 
Suits  of  nations  by  their  executive  heads,  23. 
Sumner.  Chas.,  resolution  by,  675, 704, 727. 

remarks  by,  690, 704. 
Superintendent  of  Institution,  to  be  also  pro- 
fessor of   agriculture    and    horticulture, 
'nippan,263. 
to  be  professor  of  agriculture,  horticulture, 

and  rural  economy.  Tappan,  302. 
to  be  librarian  and  keeper  of  the 
Owen,368. 
Sorger^Beck,  961. 
Surray  uistitntion,  fbr  difftision  of  knowledge, 

^Miry|960. 
BarwtjB,  Silliman,  963. 
SorwBof  places oelebrated  in  American  hls- 


ceeper  of  the  museum. 


tohr,  Heniy,  fM6L 


Svi^Iwfid  ll,  CO  programme  of  organisation, 
BmMUk  Academy,   report  of  Beraelius   to. 


V  ObM  jQstioe,  inlerpretiition  of  aei  of 


Tappan,  Bei\}.,  bills  offered  by,  262, 302, 332. 
Senate  committee,  247, 262. 
remarks  by,  245, 324, 326,  331, 337,  349. 
object  of  a  I..  372. 
Tappan's  plan  discussed.  Barlow,  913. 
Taylor,  N.  G.,  appointed  on  Committee  of  In- 
vestigation, 573. 
report  of  Committee  of  Investigation,  608. 
Telegraph,  discovery  and  invention  ofL  Hoar. 

737. 
Temples,  models  of;  Henry,  947. 
Temiuin,  history  of,  877. 
Tennant  Smithson,  notice  of,  867. 
Ten  Eyck,  John  C,  resolution  by,  663. 
Theology,  Elliott,  985. 

Theological  Soniinary^  FairfEix,  Virginia,  on  pro- 
gramme of  organization,  974. 
Thomas,  Benj.  8.,  remarks  by,  682. 
Thomas,  Francis,  committee  of  House,  148. 
Thomson's  Anuols  of  Philosophy,  866. 
Thompson,  Jacob,  resolution  oy,  619. 
Thompson,  Waddy,  committee  of  House,  17L 
Thrall,  Dr.  H.  L.,  report  on  axial  forces  of  mat* 

ter,992. 
Thurman,  A.  G.,  remarks  by,  440, 448. 

resolution  by,  468. 
Tibbats,  John  W.,  resolutions  by,  461, 462, 467. 
Time,  computation  of;  216. 
Title  to  suit  in  name  of  the  President  of  United 

States  of  America,  21. 
Toland,  Geo.  W.,  resolution  by,  237. 
Toombs,  Robert,  remarks  by,  563. 
report  of  Committee  on  Judiciary  on  man- 
agement of  Institution,  663. 
Topographical  survesrs,  Henry,  945. 
Totten,  Joseph  G.,  proposed  as  manager  of  S.  I« 
334, 349. 
proposed  as  Regent,  360. 
elected  Regent,  506, 649. 
Toucey,  Isaac,  report  of  Committee  on  Judi- 
ciary on  management  of  Institution,  663. 
remarks  by,  663. 
Transactions  of  American  Philosophical   So- 
ciety, 897. 
Transfer  of  library  of  Smithsonian  to  Congress. 
704, 707.  *  ^ 

Transfer  of  specimens  fh>m  Land  Office,  724. 
Translations,  ilenry,  946, 956. 
Treasury,  Secretary  of,  to  invest  bequest  in 
State  stocks.  168. 
claims  that  Smithson's  residuary  legacy  is 
not  under  the  control  of  the  Regents,  129. 
co-operation  asked  by  Institution,  943. 
investigation  of  explosions  of  steam  boilers. 

Henry,  965. 
report  from,  on  Smithson  ftmd,  236.  246, 252. 
266,268,637.  »      -»     -. 

to  retain  proceeds  of  sales  of  lands  firom 

States  in  default  for  interest,  351. 
to  receive  deposits  by  Regents,  709. 
proposals  for  State  stoclu,  277,  278,  286,  287, 

Treasury  o^  United  States,  account  with  Smith- 
son  fUnd.  803. 
Regents  ask  Congress  to  place  $160,000  in,  607. 
to  receive  residuary  legacy  of  Smithson,  709. 
Treatises  on  particular  subjects,  Henry,  967. 
Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Ct,  on  programme  of 

organixauon,  992. 
Trumbull,  Lyman,  bill  offered  by,  683. 
resolutions  by,  675, 683, 685, 706, 707,  HOl  721. 
romarks  by,  684, 698. 699, 706. 
appointed  Regent,  673. 
memorial  passed  Senate,  132. 
Trust,  nature  of  the,  Adams,  843 ;  Chandler,  612, 
645 ;  English,  581 ,  Garfield,  718 ;  G.  F.  Hoftf, 
736;  report  of  Committee  on  Judiciary,  663. 
Trustee.  duUes  of  United  States  as,  865;  J. 
Davis,  701;   Hendricks,  696;   Henry.  944; 
HUliard,  497 ;  Hunt,  461 ;  A.  Johnson,  405. 
Trustees,  duty  of,  Adams,  163;  Rathbun,  456; 
Thurman,  448:  Trumbull,  698 ;  Wick,  460. 
of  Public  School  Society  of  New  York,  report 
of;  404.  -»     1-' 


Tucker,  0«o^  propMad  u  roauaaer  of  a  L,  t31, 
TwldMll,  a.,  IMOlulloD  by,  TI4. 


Dodervood,  J(».  R.,  oommlHst  of  Hodm,  MT. 
DnUm  Tbealo([lcaJ  BemluiuT  on  prognmm   of 

otnnliation,  97T. 
UnlM  States  of  America,  beauest  to,  2. 
Onlted  BtUaa,  Bm  lolt  o^  in  an  English  court. 


WaBhlagton  on  a  National  Ual>eni(T,  tH. 


aloi^  and  bonda,  aocotuit  oL  iZt,  1S8, 13 

•w,28SLm, eat. m  _ 


Walerrlile  College  on  progrmmme  of  oi 

Waylancl  Francis,  object  of  S.  t,  SJl 
on  application  of  bequest,  (89. 
on  proErammo  of  organixatlon,  97 
plan  of  dlBcnsaod,  Barlow,  SIS. 

W»7i  and  Means  Comm  ittsa.SocreU 

Webeier,  Horace,  on  programme  ol 


rfsht  ot  to  proaeculs  olalm  for  beoaeat,  13». 
United  Slatae  HIIIM17  Academr,  West  Point 

5M  Militarv  Academy. 
TTiilTenltlea  of  Oermanr,  aoooout  ot,  Hobbell. 


Webster,  Noah,  spelliDK  book,  inflaeDoao(« 
beqaeal,  13».         Weller,  John  B..  remarksby.  Ml. 
y.  West  Point       Wells,  Daniel,  appointed  on  Commiite*  at  b- 


Uni' 


raity  of  A 
of  Goltineenl  Chapin,  958. 


programmo  of  organ- 

oT  Noitti  Carolina  on  programme  of  organico- 

Tis,BU:  Johaq.Adams,3T0: 
1;  Chapin,  SST;  Clioato,if"- 


J,  S»3:  Darlingloi 


.lohnsDa,U 


banLSM;  Wayland, Sao. 
'ohuoIauB.  W.,  bill  olTerod  by, 
•  -■   a  by,  »CT,  074, 68e,_Bi9. 


report  of  organization 


VidU  A„  letters,  4. 
Van  Buren,  M.,  meeaaB 
■ppllcstioa  of  bequei 


Vance,  Robert  B.,  reBolulion  by,  TM. 
Velocity  of  electricity  and  light,  InTestigatioi 

of,  Henry,  948, 
Vesuvius,  account  of,  by  Smlthsoo,  867. 
Victoria,  Qneen  of  En  el  and, SmitbBon'sbeqiieBi 

granted  by  court  In  first  year  of  reign,  G2. 
Vlce-Presidentortlie  United  States.    SeeVal 

las,    Fillmore,    King,    AteUlBOn,    Bright 

Breckinridge,  Hamlin,  Col fai.  Carpenter. 
Vinton,  S.  F.,  remnrka  by,  388. 


Waite,  M.  R.,  memorial  1 

Walker,  Isaac  P.,  reaolut 

Walker,  H.  J.,  romsrke  b 

Wallach.  Richard,  reKolu 

Biduary  legacy,  130. 

Wal^naleln,  M!de,'m 

vVntn.  EdvrA.'resoUil 
War,  Secretary  of,  co-opt 

tutlon,  DU. 
Waahbum,  Jr.,  Israel,  re 
Washbume,  E.  B.,  reaolt 
remarks  by,  703,  704, 71 


WonlHorth,  John,  resolution  by,  «B. 

remarks  by.  5B0. 
Weslevan  llniTsnlty,   HIddletown.  Coon,  « 
me  of  organizatioD,  874. 
mea  D.,  remarks  by,  475, 4n. 

JologlcalSemiDary,  AlieghsnyCit)', 

Peon.,  on  programme  of  or«Boiiatioii.Mt, 
-  "-'-    ftuHaty  Academy.    Sc*  HiitW 


ah,  S4S; 
:  'I^ppan,3Ui:  Vp- 


West  Point  . 

on  progrBmme  of  onanitation, 
WetherM,  John,  appointed  on  ( 

House  of  Repr ■  — 

Chas-J, 


'hippie,  I 

,..V'"V.« 


.972, 


.,  remarks  by,  4ea 


White,  T.  W 

Whitney,  J. 

Whittlesey,  £Jii 

Wick,  W.W,  remarks  bv,  4 

Wilde,  Henry,  propoaed  ai 

Wilkes''  eiploring  eiped 

Eipcdiiion. 
Wilke.i'Karratiyc,  plates  1 

dolireredioS.  f„5la. 
Will  of  Jnmea  Smilhson  I 


r  afE.1. 

,    See  Eiploris; 
ingravings  W  tx 


WiUiam  and  Mary  College,  Va.,  on  prognmnK 
WilliBma  College,  Blass.,  on  programme  of  rg- 
WillfamB,  John,  on  pn^ramme  of  orginJuitioTi. 


Wilson's  sacrifices  to  produce  his  1 
Wlnthrop.  R.  C,  appointed  Regent 
wW°^.  ft.,  remarks  by,  0 


i.  nm< 


'ouilhur'y,  Levi,  remarks  by,  Jt^  244,  3%  il'. 
requpsl  for  ofTctB  of  State  stocks,  277,1:8,586, 
'ooils,  Leonard,  on  programme  of  organia- 
>.,  proposed  na  Regent,  G74,  u81. 
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Works  pablished  by  the  Inatitiitloii,  AOOoantoC 

Bnnish,  677. 
Wnij,  Mr.,  represented  Attorney  GenenJ  of 

Eagiand  in  Chancery,  80. 
WyUe,  Andrew,  on  programme  of  organisation. 


Tale  College  on  programme  of  nrgsnlsattnn, 

OflSL 
Teas  and  nays.  House.  868, 4H  4»b  4»b  ^Af^Mfe 

4B8, 464^  466,  466,  iiMM»  4«i  OMk  mit  na^ 

678, 668, 668, 718, 714k  797. 


Teas  and  UAyn—Ocinttnucd. 

Senate.  140, 1G9, 353, 354, 672. 
Tell.  Arch.,  remarks  by,  388, 483. 
TosL  Jacob  &,  appointed  on  oommtttfta  oC 

House,  2G6. 
Toong,  Casey,  remarks  by,  755 

z. 

Zoological  garden,  Poinsett, 
Zoological  mstltute,  886. 
Zoological  menageries,  881. 
Zook>gy,  Henry,  946; 
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